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A father’s legacy 
lives on

One hundred and fifty years ago, 
as the Presbyterian Church 

was first being estab-
lished in Australia, a 
small three year old 
girl stood crying on the 
railway station at New-

castle-on-Tyne. That tiny 
girl, with her future Austral-

ian husband, would become a 
significant blessing through the Pres-
byterian Church in New South Wales.

Hettie’s mother had just died in 1866 
and her grieving father, the Rev James 
Benvie, decided to take up a call to the 
new Colony. The contracted nurse that 
was to accompany them decided at the 
last minute to remain in England to 
marry a suitor. Little Hettie’s realisation 
that her beloved nurse “Maggie” was re-
maining and their farewell at the station 
was sad to witness.

With only each other, the Father and 
infant daughter sailed to NSW on the 
clipper ship “Walter Hood”. On arrival 
James speculated on the probable need 
to separate from his daughter and the 
implications for both of them. However, 
James Benvie obtained a call to West 
Maitland which included arrangements 
for the care of Hettie who then accom-
panied him. The Rev James Benvie was 
to stay there for the remainder of his 
ministry, from 1867 to 1902.

Hettie grew up much loved by the con-
gregation and one of her many achieve-
ments was to become an accomplished 
organist. In 1891 she married John 
Macdonald (sometimes McDonald) the 
grandson of an entrepreneurial convict 
‘made-good’. John and Hettie expand-
ed their rural business which included 
providing produce from their Ben Ean 
vineyard to Lindeman’s Wines. They 
eventually moved into cattle.

Correspondence shows a ‘Mrs McDon-
ald’ of Pokolbin lobbying to Presbytery 
for a church plant at Pokolbin. From 
their ‘Glenmore’ property in Pokolbin 
the Macdonald’s were ultimately in-
volved in financially supporting vari-
ous church plants in the Lower Hunter 
region.

John and Hettie first met Victor Clark 
Duff when he was a student minister at 
Cessnock. They were to remain friends 
for life. Eventually in 1936, immediate-
ly following his Moderatorial year, the 
Rev Victor Clark Duff became General 

Secretary. He was to become the long-
est serving General Secretary ever in the 
history of the State Church (thirteen and 
a half years).  It was during this period 
that John and Hettie’s serious financial 
support for those in need bloomed.

On her death Hettie left substantial be-
quests for the Presbyterian work with 
orphaned children and outback minis-
try. John, in passing, bequested exten-
sive funds for the accommodation of the 
impoverished aged, and properties were 
purchased for that purpose.

Following the split of ministry assets 
with the Uniting Church in 1978, Glen-
more Gardens in Croydon is the remain-
ing facility for that special purpose. It 
is well past its ‘use by date’. Glenmore 
Gardens, or more accurately the assets 
of the Macdonald Homes Trust, is soon 
to spawn state of the art, purpose built 
accommodation for the needy in their 
aging years by participating with many 
millions of dollars from that Trust in the 
latest Ashfield, Burwood and Padding-
ton aged care developments.

The legacy of a faithful young father 
and his daughter over 100 years ago will 
continue to minster to those in need for 
at least another 100 years.

If you are interested in reading the detailed 
history of the Macdonald’s contact Sue 
Pacey at the Ferguson Memorial Library 
for their recent paper ‘Of Convicts, Claret 
and Clergy – The McDonald Presbyterian 
Homes for the Aged.
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story, page three. Photo courtesy Kevin Murray.
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From the General Manager
with Wayne Richards

Interest Rate
Reduced

TIF Deposits at call
As from 1st April, 2015

3.00% p.a.
No Fees

Despite the TIF interest rate 
remaining stable for the past 
thirty two months the Trustees 
have announced a decision to 
reduce the rate of return paya-
ble on monies invested through 
the Trustees Investment Fund 
as from 1st April, 2015 from 
3.50% p.a. to 3.00% p.a.
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“But just as you excel in everything 
– in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love 
for us – see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving.” 2 Corinthians 8:7

PCNSW Moderator Mark Powell has 
called for Presbyterians to give generously 
to an appeal set up by his national counter-
part to raise funds for victims of Tropical 
Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu – a country where 
the Church has been active for some years.
As of April 27, the appearl has already 
raised $75,297.

Mr Powell said the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia and in particular PCNSW had 
had a long and strategic involvement with 
the work of the Gospel in Vanuatu and 
suggested parishioners had an “incredible” 
opportunity through the appeal launched 
by Moderator General David Cook to help 
their brothers and sisters in Christ in re-
building their communities.

Mr Cook, meanwhile, said he was shocked 
to see the desperate effects of the March 
13 cyclone on the islands of Vanuatu and 
asked for prayer for Vanuatu, relief, selfless 
rescue and generous love.

“There has been widespread damage and at 
this stage it is feared high loss of life,” he 
said, shortly after the cyclone struck.

“(This is of great concern because) The 
Presbyterian Church of Australia has a 
unique relationship with the Church in 
Vanuatu.
“We have a long history of Ni Vanuatuan 
students training for ministry in Australia 
and have had a strong connection with the 
Bible Training College in Talua.”

The Republic of Vanuatu is an island chain 
about 1932km northeast of Brisbane, with 
a total population of around 224,000.

Cyclone Pam made a direct hit – striking 
out with cyclonic Category five winds – in 
what meteorologists say is likely to be one 
of the worst natural disasters in the island 
chain's history.

At the height of its strength, Cyclone Pam 
produced winds as high as 260kmh.

The western edge of the eye hit the eastern 
edge of Efate Island, Port Vila with a popu-
lation of 44,000, about 10pm on the Friday 
evening, when many were settled down for 
the night.

The danger wasn’t only in the high winds. 
Water levels peaked about 0.6 metres 
above normal tide levels, according to the 
Bureau of Meteorology gauge at Port Vila 
and there were fears of storm surge bring-
ing flooding.

As result of the storm, more than 100,000 
people have been left homeless and in need 
of shelter, healthcare, clean water and sani-
tation facilities. Homes, schools, hospitals 
and other buildings were damaged and 
destroyed across the capital, Port Vila, and 
close to 3000 people remained in evacua-
tion centres.

As the Pulse went to press, around 15 peo-
ple were confirmed dead.

Agencies such as the Red Cross immedi-
ately sent emergency response teams in 
to support Vanuatu Red Cross, while the 
Australian Government has sent its ship 
HMAS Tobruk to Vanuatu with relief sup-
plies, including tarpaulins, blankets, hy-
giene kits and other items for 1000 families. 

As the days pass since the savage storm 
struck and telecommunications have been 
restored after a five day blackout, more 
information has come to light about its ef-
fects in the outer islands and most aid or-

ganizations have launched appeals to help 
provide essential food, shelter and health 
supplies and restore infrastructure.

For the PCA and PCNSW, however, the 
cyclone has touched hearts very close to 
home.

As Australian Presbyterian World Mission 
National Director, Kevin Murray, said, “we 
have been heavily involved in Vanuatu for 
many, many years.

“In the early 1980’s Rev Dr Peter and Mrs 
Lyn Barnes served in Vanuatu, with Peter 
lecturing in theology at the Presbyterian 
Bible College at Tangoa.

“Rev Bill and Mrs Sue Camden played a 
key role in the translation of the Bible into 
Bislama, the national language of Vanuatu. 
Rev Walter and Mrs Rosemary Zurrer 
(Victoria) served as District Missionaries 
on the island of Santo.”

During the past 30 years, APWM has sup-
plied lecturers and other staff at the Talua 
Ministry Training Centre.  For the past 15 
years, it has sent many work parties which 
have built the library at Talua, the Southern 
Islands Presbytery Bible College on Tanna 
Island, the Presbytery Resource Centre on 
Paama Island and the current project, an 
ablution block at Talua.

Talua is located on the island of Santo, 
home to Rev Dr and  Mrs Jenni Smith , Rev 
Robert and Mrs Pam McKean Rev Darrell 
and  Mrs Margaret Thatcher,  Rev Chris 
and Mrs Leah Balzer,  Mrs Beryl Burke,  
Miss Catriona Kentish (South Australia) 
Miss Norah Taylor, Mrs Jo Cutler (Mc-
Kenzie) , Rev Philip and Mrs Sandra Burns 
(Victoria) , Rev Andy and Mrs Rosemary 
Williamson,  Mr Glen and Mrs Rachael 
Connor,  Mr Andrew and Mrs Marilyn 
Schache (Queensland).

Please give, pray, love
By Karen Thornton

News
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In addition, numerous people have gone 
from PCA and PCNSW to do two week 
lecturing stints as guest lecturers.

Brian and Judy Cullen (Queensland) have 
just completed two years’ service as teach-
ers at the Tata Secondary School - not far 
from Talua, while  Scots College Bellevue 
Hill is currently involved in a project to 
build a new science classroom at the Tata 
Secondary School.

And Scots College Bathurst has been tak-
ing mission teams to Vanuatu for the past 
two years, spending time at the Tata Tata 
Presbyterian School on the island of Espir-
itu Santo and Seaside Paama in Port Vila 
-   another Presbyterian school - and Paton 
Memorial Church.

Senior chaplain Rev Conrad Nixon said 
the school had been building links with 
those three communities since 2012.

“In the past two years we have taken a mis-
sion team of students across there to work 
with the communities, providing some fi-
nancial support for the Tata school helping 
them build a new science building,” he said.

“We were due to send a mission team of 
boys to Vanuatu three weeks after the cy-
clone hit, but are now looking to delay until 
later in the year. It looks like it will be too 
difficult in terms of communication, dam-
aged infrastructure and getting around, so 
we are looking at our options.

“A number of boys are very sad about what 
has happened, as they have built some 
strong bonds of friendship with those 
communities. We have had boys speaking 
in assembly about the situation and leading 
the school in prayer.

“A number of students got together looking 
at fundraising programs in coming weeks, 
both as a show of support and being of 
practical help.”

Mr Nixon said the school had had some 
contact with a man in Port Vila, but it had 
been difficult to get very much detail due 
to the amount of damage. “The damage of 
the island doesn’t seem as bad and it seems 
the Tata Tata school is not greatly effected, 
which is encouraging,” he said.

A key factor in APWM’s ministry in Vanu-
atu has been the strong relationships that 
have developed through various members 
of both the Presbyterian Church of Vanua-
tu and the Presbyterian Church of Austral-
ia sharing together and coming to know 
and understand each other better.

• In 2013 the Church sent 24,000 free Bisla-
ma New Testaments which were distributed 
through the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu

• It has also assisted in the overseas theological 
education of some of the lecturers at the Talua 
Ministry Training Centre as well as pastors of 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

For the Moderator General, the Moderator 
General’s Appeal for Vanuatu is an oppor-
tunity for the church to be in the vanguard 
of the relief effort.

“I therefore urge all Ministers and Sessions 
to bring this need before your congregations 
both for prayer and financial gifts,” he said.

Cheques should be made payable to: Mod-
erator General’s Disaster Relief Appeal

And remitted to: Presbyterian Church Office, 
PO Box 2196, Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012.

The Direct Deposit details for the Moderator 
General’s Disaster Relief Appeal Fund are:
BSB: 032-000
Account number: 003988
Account Name: Presbyterian Funds
Please write the word ‘Vanuatu’ in the ‘De-
scription’ box on the bank transfer page.

News

This year marks the 150th Anniversary 
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.
 
It is a fantastic time to look back in thank-
fulness to God for all that He has given us 
as well as to look forward to all that He will 
yet do.
 
We will be celebrating this occasion with a 
special service at PLC Croydon (not Scots 
Sydney as previously advertised) starting 
at 7pm. A number of special guests will be 

there on the evening such as the Governor 
and Premier of NSW.
 
The Moderator General, Rt Rev David 
Cook, will be giving the main address and 
there will also be a number of special musi-
cal items and testimonials.
 
Seating is limited to 550 so plan to be there 
early and most of all please pray that God's 
Name would be glorified and His church 
on earth continued to be built (Matt 16:18).

150th Anniversary at PLC
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News

Pulse readers would no doubt have 
seen and heard in the secular media 
about the devastating floods in Malawi.

What the media doesn’t tell you, however, 
is that it is the Church and Christian aid 
organisations who step in and do the lion’s 
share of helping the people recover from 
the devastation.

The media, also, says convenor of PresAid, 
the Aid and Development Department of 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia,  Bob 
Thomas, “lives ‘in the moment’. Once they’ve 
told the immediate story,” he says, “the mov-
ing finger writes and having writ moves on.”

But those who know the magnitude of the 
destruction of crops and loss of livestock 
know also that famine is soon going to strike.

Mr Thomas says there is therefore a press-
ing need beginning now for money to re-
pair buildings and buy food.

The PresAID 2015 Easter Appeal is there-
fore being devoted to providing as much 
help as it can to this needy nation of Mala-
wi through the good offices of the Presby-
terian Church of Australia’s sister church, 
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian.

Mr Thomas has asked that Presbyterians 
be encouraged to give generously for the 
offering in most Presbyterian churches on 
Good Friday, or another nearby time if that 
is more convenient.

“PresAID  works in co-operation with Mis-
sion Partners, the Australian Presbyterian 
World Mission, and under the patronage 
of the Moderator General, Rt Rev David 
Cook”, he said.

Ït seeks to follow the example of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as ‘He had compassion on 
them’ and ‘went about doing good’.

Mr Thomas said CCAP, the largest denomi-
nation in Malawi, was active in helping its 
people cope with natural disasters and work-
ing with them to promote sustainability.

But apart from the immediate needs cre-
ated by the floods, many crops had been 
destroyed and animals had perished. 

“The full effects of this will not be felt until 
later in the year, when another major fam-
ine is expected,” he said.

Mr Thomas visited Blantyre Synod with 
Victorian General Assembly Clerk Rev 
John Wilson, and established a close work-
ing relationship with the officers of the 

Synod. This means when a disaster like this 
strikes, they know how best to help in such 
a situation and ensure that all the funds 
raised here will be well and properly used.

“A few years ago John was preaching in one 
of the villages when a man came up to him 
afterwards and thanked him for the famine 
relief we had sent after the 2005 PresAID 
Christmas Appeal. ‘That’s why I came to 
church”, he said. John says that’s grace 
growing through grain.

“If every PCA congregation around Aus-
tralia devoted all or part of their Good Fri-
day offerings we could make a significant 
contribution towards the welfare of our 
brothers and sisters in Malawi as we pro-
vide the grain from which grace may flow.

“PresAID raises funds by asking all PCA 
congregations to donate their Christmas 
Day and Good Friday offerings for two or 
three worthy causes selected in consulta-
tion with receiving churches and APWM, 
whose Director, Rev Kevin Murray, is an 
active member of the PresAID Committee. 

“Every cent raised from these offerings is 
sent off to receiving churches to be used for 
the stated purposes on the understanding 
that we will follow up in due course so that 
we can report progress to our donors for 
the purpose of encouraging their ongoing 
Christian generosity.

“Since its formation by the General As-
sembly of Australia in 2007, PresAID has 
become an enhancement to traditional 
mission work and relations with sis-
ter churches in other parts of the world 
through raising more than $850,000 for 
projects aimed at Kingdom growth.”

Further information can be obtained by email-
ing Mr Thomas on  crthomas@pcvic.org.au 

Malawi floods: 
support presaid’s easter appeal

ACL backs 
medicinal 
marijuana
The Australian Christian Lobby has 
backed the use of medicinal marijuana 
subject to it fulfilling the same testing 
requirements applied to any other drug 
for medical purposes. 

On Friday the ACL – which represents 
PCNSW and other churches -  lodged its 
submission to the Senate Legal and Con-
stitutional Affairs Committee on medici-
nal cannabis trials.

ACL Managing Director, Lyle Shelton said  
although the harms of recreational can-
nabis use were well-documented, there 
appeared to be anecdotal evidence that 
cannabis had positive medicinal qualities.

“If cannabis has a genuine palliative effect 
that other drugs cannot provide, it should 
be available to patients in the same way 
other medications are,”he said.

Mr Shelton said cannabis must undergo 
the same testing standards as any other 
new medicine and added that he would be 
surprised if this led to a situation where it 
could be grown privately and self-medi-
cated without a doctor’s prescription.

“As Schizophrenia and other mental ill-
nesses are common with recreational can-
nabis use, any trial must ensure public safe-
ty is a first consideration should cannabis 
be approved for medical use,”he said.

“I hope that in the same way ingredients 
from heroin were used for pain relief, that 
properties from cannabis could also be 
harvested for relieving suffering.” 
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pca, pcnsw will not alter 
same sex views

News

A decision by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) to change the defini-
tion of marriage in its constitution 
after three decades of debate has 
not altered the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia’s stance on the matter.

However, the decision 
in mid March did create 
some confusion. The sepa-
rate Presbyterian Church 
in America has not made 
any changes and according 
to PCNSW Gospel, Soci-
ety and Culture Committee 
Convenor, John McClean, 
would be unlikely to.

“The Presbyterian Church 
in America has not made 
any moves to do so and 
in fact, any such change 
would be inconsistent with 
its commitment to the Bi-
ble,” he said.

Mr McClean’s comments followed the an-
nouncement that members of the Presby-
terian Church (USA.)  had voted to change 
the definition of marriage in the church’s 
constitution to include same sex marriage.

The announcement caused some interest  
in the mainstream media in Australia and 
the PCNSW was able to file a response to 
the Sydney media on request.

The final approval by a majority of the Pres-
byterian Church of USA’s 171 presbyteries, 
followed  a change recommended last year 
by the church’s General Assembly. The 
vote amended the church’s constitution to 
broaden marriage from being between “a 
man and a woman” to “two people, tradi-
tionally a man and a woman.”

“Finally, the church in its constitutional 
documents fully recognizes that the love of 
gays and lesbian couples is worth celebrat-
ing in the faith community,” executive di-
rector of the Covenant Network of Presby-
terians, Rev Brian D Ellison, was reported 
as saying.

“There is still disagree-
ment, and I don’t mean to 
minimize that, but I think 
we are learning that we can 
disagree and still be church 
together.”

With about 1.8 million 
members, the Presbyterian 
Church of USA  is the larg-
est of the nation’s Presby-
terian denominations, but 
has been losing congrega-
tions and individual mem-
bers as it has moved to the 
left theologically. 

A large number of people 
left the church when the 

presbyteries ratified a decision to ordain 
gays and lesbians as pastors, elders and 
deacons in 2011.

Other American churches which have 
voted to allow their ministers to perform 
same-sex marriages include the Episcopal 
Church, the United Church of Christ, the 
Quakers, the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation of Churches and, in Judaism, the 
Reform and Conservative movements. 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America left it open for individual min-
isters to decide.

Mr McClean said it is important to note 
that it was the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
— https://www.pcusa.org/ — that was  
moving toward marrying lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender couples not the 

Presbyterian Church in America   — http://
www.pcanet.org/ 

“The Presbyterian Church of Australia 
holds the same commitment to the rule of 
Scripture,”he said.

“At its most recent national Assembly in 
September 2013 the PCA reaffirmed that 
“the true definition of Marriage is found in 
God’s Word when it reports Him as saying: 
“For this reason a man will leave his father 
and mother and be united to his wife, and 
they will become one flesh.” [Genesis 2:24].  
It is the lifelong union of one man with one 
woman, voluntarily entered into, excluding 
all others”. 

“The decision of the PC (USA) is part of 
a pattern which we can see in mainline 
Protestant churches across the world. 
Around the world churches have decided 
that same-sex relationships are acceptable, 
that they can conduct same-sex marriages 
and that they will ordain clergy who are 
in committed same-sex relationships. Last 
year the Church of Scotland took a further 
step toward allowing congregations to ap-
point ministers and deacons who are in a 
same-sex civil partnership.”

Mr McClean said the issue had become 
the great dividing line between and among 
churches. 

“The Anglican communion is very close 
to splitting over it, no doubt there will 
be more congregations that leave the 
PC(USA) because of the decisions and the 
church of Scotland has lost membership 
due to the decision,”he said.. 

“The issue is not simply about homosexu-
ality, but about a whole theology. Many of 
the mainline denominations are shaped by 
a theology that assumes that the beliefs and 
practices of the church must be shaped by 

SAme Sex
mArriAge

debate
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News

The same-sex Marriage Bill debate 
in Federal Parliament raises pressing 
issues for the Presbyterian church.
 
Although a much publicised planned 
debate on the matter slated for a Liberal 
Party meeting in March ended up being 
a fizzer, same sex marriage is not a topic, 
according to PCNSW GS and C (Gospel, 
Society and Culture) Committee conven-
er, John McClean, that will go away.
 
He said that while there was significant 
resistance to same-sex-marriage in the 
Federal Parliament, the pressure for its 
acceptance had potential to be strong and 
the outcome unpredictable and rapid. 
 
Mr McClean said attempts to introduce 
same-sex-marriage were being made in 
Tasmania as well as NSW.
 
It has already been introduced in Cana-
da, South Africa, New Zealand, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and 37 states of the USA,” 
he said.
 
In the ACT, legislation operated for a few 
days in late 2013 before the High Court de-
clared it invalid because the Constitution 

puts marriage under Federal law. Liberal 
Democratic Senator David Leyonhjelm has 
introduced a same-sex-marriage Bill (The 
Freedom to Marry Bill 2014) into Federal 
Parliament. Surveys suggest that between 
two thirds and three quarters of the Aus-
tralian population supports the introduc-
tion of same sex marriage.”

The Presbyterian Church has made its op-
position to same-sex marriage clear. 

Meanwhile the G, S and M Committee has 
already started to discuss what it would do 
if same-sex marriage was introduced. 

One option is that the Presbyterian Church 
could withdraw as a recognised  religious  
denomination  under  the  Marriage  Act  
and  establish  a  form  of  ecclesiastical or 
church marriage,” Mr McClean said. 

“(But) this option raises a host of questions.”
 
Without presuming what the Church 
would decide, the G, S and C  committee 
has prepared a Question and Answer col-
umn to give clarity about the option,  with 
responses from Rev Dr Peter Barnes of 
Revesby.

Is there any precedent for such a 
move?
A: Yes. In most European countries, wed-
dings consist of a compulsory civil cer-
emony and an optional religious one. 
Furthermore, in the USA the journal, First 
Things, has drawn up a petition urging that 
civil marriage be separated from Christian 
marriage. The plan is that Christian pastors 
would no longer serve as agents of the State 
in marriage. By 2 December 2014, Christi-
anity Today was reporting that one in four 
evangelical pastors had indicated agree-
ment with the First Things’ petition.

Could couples still be married in a 
church building by a pastor? 
A: Yes, but it would not be recognised by 
the State. Ecclesiastical marriages would, 
in effect, become like baptisms - some-
thing with which the State ought not to 
concern itself.

Would we need a separate civil mar-
riage ceremony?
A: Yes, if the couple wished their marriage 
to be recognised by the State. This would 
require a short civil ceremony. Usually, the 
church ceremony would follow this.

G, s and c prepares for 
same sex marriage response

the concerns of our society.

“They have accepted a view that says that 
it is a matter of justice that people should 
be allowed to express their preferences, es-
pecially in the area of sexuality. They see 
embracing same-sex relationships and the 
LGBT community as the natural next step 
in a course of liberation which began with 
ending slavery and continued the univer-
sal suffrage, civil rights for minorities and 
women’s liberation.”

The alternative view, Mr McClean said, was 
that while justice mattered, we had to un-
derstand it in the light of the Bible.

“Justice means establishing what is right, 
according to God,”he said.

“Treating people fairly no matter what 
their sex or ethnicity is an implication of 
the teaching of the Bible. However, the Bi-
ble also marks out some behaviour and at-
titudes as wrong, and this includes sexual 
sin, including homosexuality. The church 
is not free to avoid the implications of this, 
so we cannot endorse Christians being ac-
tive homosexuals, especially not Christian 
leaders.

“Those who promote same-sex relation-
ships will argue that the issue depends 
on how the Bible is interpreted, and will 
present material about the historical back-
ground of the Bible or a variety of views in 

the Bible which mean that condemnations 
of homosexuality do not apply today. 

“Frankly, these arguments about ‘interpre-
tation’ are all smoke and mirrors. The is-
sue is not how we interpret the Bible, but 
whether it is accepted as God’s word for his 
church. Robert A J Gagnon, who has writ-
ten one of the most important books on 
this topic recently commented that “The 
best biblical scholars who have studied 
extensively the issue of homosexual prac-
tice, including advocates for homosexual 
unions … know that the scriptural indict-
ment of homosexual practice includes a re-
jection of committed homosexual unions” 

{See http://www.firstthings.com/web-
exclusives/2015/03/why-san-franciscos-
biggest-megachurch-is-wrong-about-sex 
— the whole article is worth looking at}

The question which divides churches is 
whether God has established a pattern for 
human life, including human sexuality, 
and has set this out in the Bible and if God’s 
people are bound to this; or if we are free to 
adapt to the trends of our culture. 

Mr McClean said he was very glad that 
in the last generation, the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia had been clearly com-
mitted to the former view.

PCNSW Moderator Rev Mark Powell said 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia’s view 

was shared with the Presbyterian Church 
of NSW.

“I think John’s comments are an accurate 
summary of the church’s position on the 
subject,” he said.

“At our NSW Assembly in 2012, it was re-
solved that in the light of recent debate in 
the community, the Assembly would:

(a) Reaffirm in the strongest terms the Bib-
lical teaching that the only avenue for the 
appropriate expression of human sexual 
activity is within the context of marriage 
between a man and a woman;

(b) Reaffirm the Biblical teaching that ho-
mosexual unions are condemned in Scrip-
ture in the strongest terms (eg. Lev. 18:22; 
Rom. 1:26-27), and those who indulge 
in homosexual behaviour are deceiving 
themselves, and are outside the Kingdom 
of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10); and

(c) Affirm with confidence that God merci-
fully saves all those who repent of sin (in-
cluding inappropriate sexual activity) and 
believe in the gospel of Christ (1 Cor. 6:11).

“The national church and the state church 
are in complete agreement. A wonderful 
thing!”

The NSW resolution can be found in 
the 2012 BB page 117 (4) (a) (b) (c).
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News

Our society is challenged by many 
issues. Our culture is complex. How 
does the Gospel make sense of it all?
The Gospel, Society and Culture commit-
tee of the Presbyterian Church exists to 
inform  Christians so they are better pre-
pared to navigate through the complexity 
by using Gospel eyes. It aims to prepare 
Christians for the ‘bubbler conversation’ 
on a range of issues. For a detailed explana-
tion of the committee’s work, please go to 
the committee’s website.
 
A team of Christians with expertise in 
many fields is working to produce resourc-
es to help. The following resources are cur-
rently available on www.gsandc.org.au
 
• Marriage is in the news: what do 

Christians think and do about it?
• Infertility: what do Christians do 

when faced with this challenge?
• Euthanasia
• Preaching on Atheism
• In our society, sex often seems to be 

the main thing, or even the only thing. 
How do Christians respond?

• Freedom of Religion
• Refugees
• Christians in the Middle East
 
In preparation, are papers on the follow-
ing subjects: 

• Information and Technology: Living 
in a Technology-driven World and 
Parenting in a Technology-driven 
World.

• Christianity and Science
• Multi-faith Society
• There is no public square: The secularist 

myth of neutral ground.
• Education
• Public Education
• Christian education
• Home Schooling
 
This year, committee members will also 
visit churches to present Everyday Christi-
anity at the following congregations.
 
• Epping Presbyterian
• Terrigal Presbyterian Family confer-

ence
• Inner West Presbyterian
• PY Camp (June)
 
The committee will also be involved in:
 
• An intensive unit at Christ College on 

Sexuality from July 6-10
• Religion in the Public Square Collo-

quium in Melbourne from August 7-8

our Gospel, society 
and culture committee: 
What does it do?

If the Presbyterian church withdrew 
from solemnising marriages under 
the Marriage Act, would previous 
marriages still be valid?
A: Yes. The action would have no effect on 
previous marriages. It would simply mean 
that Presbyterian ministers no longer sol-
emnised marriages recognised by the State.

Would it be essential for a couple to 
have a civil ceremony?
A: It is not essential, in the sense that Aus-
tralian law treats de facto marriages as mar-
riages. However, unless there is significant 
change in the legislation, marriages would 
not be registered unless they are solem-
nised by a registered celebrant. The church 
would almost certainly advise people that 
they should have a civil ceremony for the 
sake of their own consciences and for oth-
ers in the church and the community.

Is the Church supporting de facto 
relationships?
A: Not at all. It is the State which has rede-
fined marriage to the point where its links 
with the Christian view have become in-
creasingly tenuous. Christian marriage 
is a public commitment by one man and 
one woman before God, for better or for 
worse; for richer or for poorer; in sickness 
and in health.

Could I take my vows in another de-
nomination, then have a celebration 
in a Presbyterian church?
A: If another Christian denomination con-
tinued to solemnise marriages under that 
Marriage Act, then a couple from a Pres-
byterian church would be free to approach 
a minister from such a denomination and 
request him to marry them.

Are other denominations thinking of 
withdrawing from the Marriage Act?
A: Yes, some Reformed denominations 
are thinking of doing this, and there are 
Anglican and Catholic pastors in favour 
of doing likewise. As has been mentioned 
earlier, the USA is seeing a movement in 
this direction.

Would it be better to wait until 
same-sex marriage is introduced?
A: There is no proposal to withdraw from 
the Marriage Act unless same-sex mar-
riage is introduced. Withdrawal from 
the Act will be a very significant step and 
needs to be thought about carefully espe-
cially because if the Bill is introduced into 
Federal Parliament a decision could come 
about quickly. Hence, it is important for 
the church to start thinking about the issue 
now. Although the main reason to with-
draw from the Marriage Act is not about 
making a statement, it will have the effect 
of doing this and the statement will be 
clearer if we withdraw as soon as same-sex 
marriage is introduced.

Would it be better to wait to see 
if there is coercion to solemnise 
same-sex marriages?
A: Any change in legislation will almost 

certainly protect churches so that they are 
not required to solemnise same-sex mar-
riages. It is also likely that there will be 
growing pressure to remove these restric-
tions, as has happened in other countries. 
The reason to withdraw from the Act is not 
simply that we risk prosecution for dis-
crimination, but because marriage under 
the Marriage Act has moved so far from 
the Christian view of marriage.

Does this mean that Presbyterian 
ministers would not be able to 
conduct weddings for people from 
outside the church? Would out-
siders have any reason to seek a 

church wedding?
A. The church could determine what limits 
it placed on ecclesiastical marriage. Pre-
sumably we would continue to conduct 
weddings for people in the wider commu-
nity on the basis that marriage is a crea-
tion ordinance, not a specifically Christian 
institution. The fact that an ecclesiastical 
marriage was not recognised by the State 
may mean that fewer couples sought a 
church wedding. There is no great incen-
tive at present for people to have a church 
wedding and between 1990 and 2010 the 
number of couples in Australia having 
a religious wedding dropped by almost 
60%. Couples who valued the tradition of 
a church wedding would still request one.
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One of the responsibilities of the Min-
istry and Mission Committee is to read 
and respond to reports on those five-
yearly occasions when presbyteries 
visit their churches.

Sometimes they’re good. Sometimes 
they’re woeful. Rarely, however, do they 
talk about any meaningful endeavours in 
outreach and evangelism. 

To be clear, evangelism occurs when a 
believer tells an unbeliever what God has 
done for them in Jesus, and then calls on 
that unbeliever to respond in repentance 
and faith. 

That’s evangelism. Having coffee with 
someone in the hope that you might get 
to talk about Jesus is not evangelism – al-
though it might be a necessary, important, 
and possibly effective activity. 

Evangelism, to be true to its name, must 
see the gospel explained and an opportu-
nity given for a non-Christian to respond.

Outreach may be more general. Perhaps 
the gospel might not be shared on each and 
every occasion. But to be true to its name, 
outreach must involve intentional activ-
ity by people in churches to make contact 
with, and build relationships with, out-
siders so that the gospel might be shared 
eventually.

A street stall – or even a church fete – may 
be outreach if the basic intention, and 
the active practice, is to build relation-
ships with outsiders so that they might be 
able to hear the good news of Jesus. Sadly, 
however, what is often called outreach 
is nothing more than an activity which 
other people may see, or to which other 
people may come. 

The activity might be intentional, but the 
intention is not to cultivate relationships in 
order to bring people to Jesus.

That complaint cannot be levelled against a 
ministry called “Mainly Music”.

This is a resource made available to 
churches to help them build community 
with little children and their parents and/
or carers. It is operating in a number of 
NSW Presbyterian churches that include, 
at least, these: Abbotsford, Charlestown, 
Como, Eastwood, Grace (Warabrook, 
Newcastle), Surfside, Crossroads (Wol-
longbar), Yamba.

We are pleased, this month, to present 
an explanatory report prepared by Brad 

Fletcher about the operation of Mainly 
Music in Wollongbar. Brad writes: 

Crossroads Presbyterian Church - 
mainly music

How do you reach young families in the 
community with the Gospel? Not un-
like most Churches, that’s one of the big 
challenges for us at Crossroads Presby-
terian Church. 

Based in the semi-rural community of 
Alstonville/Wollongbar in the beauti-
ful Northern Rivers, we’ve seen a grow-
ing number of young families moving in 
as housing development in Wollongbar 
takes off. One tool we’ve found to be par-
ticularly helpful in reaching these fami-
lies, is mainly music.

This music based playgroup began in New 
Zealand 25 years ago, and now runs widely 
in New Zealand and Australia. There are 
all kinds of playgroups with different ways 
of operating, and mainly music may not 
suit every Church, but at Crossroads we’ve 
found it to be an excellent way to begin to 
develop relationships with families that 
don’t attend Church. 

Our mainly music runs weekly during 
school terms. The 1.5 hour session is based 
around a 30 minute music time, where 
Mums/Dads/Grandparents/Carers and 
their children sit together in a circle and 
enjoy some directed music and dancing. 

The program encourages adults to be in-
volved with their kids during this time, 
developing the bond between parent and 
child as well as teaching the kids basic 
skills in movement and music. Following 
the music time there is morning tea and 
free play time.  

Because of the music aspect of the pro-
gram, mainly music can be a little more 
complex to run than your average play-
group, but you don’t have to be a profes-
sional singer or musician. You just need to 
be willing and enthusiastic. 

For a modest set-up fee and monthly mem-
bership fee, the organisation provides all 
the resources you need, including train-
ing material, scores of suggested weekly 
programs, and a huge repertoire of songs 
on MP3, to name a few. The music is of 
excellent quality, and there is the flexibility 
to include songs and rhymes from other 
sources, and to design your weekly pro-
gram to suit your group.

Both the adults and kids in our group seem 
to love the music component of mainly 

music, and for a weekly cost of $5 per fam-
ily, it’s great value.

Our Church also loves the fact that the 
program is unashamedly Christian. 

One of the advertised goals is to introduce 
families to the ‘God part of life’. Each music 
session includes two or three ‘God songs’, 
and the program is run by a team of people 
all willing and available to share their faith 
through word and deed. We have a team 
of about nine women and one man (about 
six per week is a good size team) of vary-
ing ages and stages, from young parents to 
retirees. 

We’ve found that our team members re-
ally enjoy the experience and love having 
the opportunity to serve for the sake of 
the Gospel. 

Aside from the music, the mainly mu-
sic program has other distinctives, such 
as four celebration days during the year 
(Easter, Mother’s Day, Fathers’ Day and 
Christmas), which are opportunities to 
make kids and parents feel special, and to 
share what we believe as Christians.

We put on a home baked morning tea each 
week, and add other little touches through 
the year to encourage the parents. We run 
occasional evening sessions of mainly mu-
sic so that Dads and other members of the 
family can come along. We also take the 
opportunity to invite mainly music fami-
lies to events like our Christmas Carols, 
Easter Services, and Parenting Courses, 
and we’ve had good attendance at many of 
these events.

Overall though, we’ve found that the best 
opportunities to share the Gospel come 
from the relationships between our church 
parents and the non-Church parents in our 
group. 

We actively encourage the parents in our 
church to see mainly music as an outreach 
opportunity. When run well, it can provide 
the privilege of sharing our lives and shar-
ing our faith as we grow in relationship 
together. 

What a joy! Because of this, mainly music 
is one of the best tools we’ve found to help 
in our goal of knowing Christ and making 
Him known, here in the Northern Rivers.   

If you’d like to know more about Mainly 
Music, contact Michaela (the Area Coach) 
on (02) 9621 6396/ 0409 194 352.

Bruce Meller is Superintendent, M&M

an eye on outreach
By Bruce Meller

M&M with Bruce Meller
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easter MessaGe
Rt Rev David Cook

Moderator General with David Cook

There is a great value in congregations affirming their 
common faith. To be part of a body of people af-
firming our common ground of fellowship “we be-
lieve...” is a moving and fortifying experience.

The New Testament has examples of First Century 
creeds, Philippians 2:6–11 is one, 1 Timothy 3:16 is 
another.  

But at Easter time the one Paul includes in his letter to the Cor-
inthians, chapter 15,  is most appropriate. 

You remember that the Corinthians had many questions for 
Paul. The last one he answers in 1 Corinthians is about the state 
of the dead and the reality of the resurrection.  In verse 3, Paul 
introduces the creed with a statement similar to his introduc-
tion of the Lord’s Supper tradition:

“What I received I passed onto you” (1 
Corinthians 11:23) but here he adds that 
these facts of the gospel are of primary im-
portance.  And there follows four “thats”

Verse 3 “that Christ died” the historical 
fact, followed by the reason for his death, 
“for our sins” and this is thoroughly con-
sistent with the Old Testament.

Verse 4 “that he was buried” he did not 
swoon or faint, but he really died, so dead 
that he was buried.  The real death of Jesus 
is the necessary basis for his real resurrec-
tion. 

Verse 5 “that he was raised” having been 
dead three days, Jesus was raised, again 
according to the Scriptures.

Verse 6 “and that he appeared” and Paul 
lists those to whom he appeared includ-
ing Jesus’ half brother James (verse 7), and 
finally to Paul himself (verse 8). 

The four-fold creed is what we believe with all Christians.  
That, in First Century Palestine, a Palestine in as much turmoil 
then as now, Christ died, as a substitute, in payment for our sin, 
because of his death guilt is gone!!

He was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea and from 
there, God the Father raised him up.  He left an empty tomb, he 

appeared to Mary Magdalene, to the disciples, to Thomas 
who affirmed him “my Lord and my God”.    He was re-

ally alive – he appeared to his half brother James.  Im-
agine that, James along with all the family believed 
Jesus was insane (Mark 3:20–21) and yet James be-
gins his letter:

“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ 
…” James  1:1.

What would your brother need to do to prove to you that he 
was God?  Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to James, 
James was convinced.

Here are the key events of our eternal salvation: 

• Jesus lived a perfect life.  He had 
no sin of his own for which to die

• He offered a perfect life to God in 
death, as our substitute

• His resurrection is the proof of 
his perfection, death could not hold him 
down, and the guarantee or warranty of 
God’s acceptance of his work on our be-
half. 

• His appearances indicate that this 
is not wishful thinking but attest the ve-
racity of the record

Because of these facts, all who are “in 
Christ”, by faith, know that their sin has 
been forgiven and they have an eternal fu-
ture, beyond the grave, as children in the 
family of God, where there is a room pre-
pared in the family home (John 14:1–6). 

This Easter let us affirm our faith together 
in the words of 1 Corinthians 15:3–8: “For 
what I received I passed on to you as of 

first importance:  that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of 
whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.”

What would your
 brother need to do to 
prove to you that he 
was God? Jesus rose 
from the dead and 

appeared to James,
James was convinced.
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Moderator with Mark Powell

Moderator’s
Month with Rt Rev Mark Powell

One of the greatest blessings in my year as Moderator has been working 
with and getting to know ruling elders. I have also met many gifted pastors 
as well who have been a great challenge and inspiration to me personally, 
but it has been the service of elders that has also left a lasting impression. 

This might seem like a strange comment to make from an ordained Presbyte-
rian minister but I have become convinced that functionally eldership doesn’t 
take on the emphasis or centrality that I believe the New Testament teaches.

Throughout my visits to the Presbytery of Canberra and the Northern Rivers I 
have been accompanied by one of my elders from Cornerstone Strathfield, Mr Bill 
Thompson. His fellowship and ministry to others has greatly aided the effective-
ness of my visits. 

On a local level I have found the “pastoral partnership” of my fellow elders 
also to be invaluable. They bring so much more wisdom to a situation than 
I alone possess and they also fill in the gaps of spiritual giftedness that I 
myself lack.

One of the greatest encouragements and examples that I have witnessed though 
has come through one particular couple at South Grafton Presbyterian. 

On the right is a photo of Trevor and Ida Hewitt. Their hospitality, godliness 
and zeal for the kingdom will stay with me for the rest of my life. Indeed, I 
hope and pray that I will be walking as strongly in the Lord as they are when I 
am their age. What a blessing to have faithful brothers and sisters in Christ to 
serve alongside in the work of the Gospel.

Obviously, no individual Christian is perfect, and there is also no salvation 
in any system of church government – no matter how “reformed” it might be.

You can have the perfect Biblical model but with the wrong people elected it 
is a disaster. However, the right system with the right people is a wonderful 
gift from God. 

May our LORD raise up many more loving and faithful servants such as Tre-
vor and Ida – to the blessing of His church and the glory of His Holy Name. 
And can I say to all my fellow “elders” serving in the church out there – keep 
going strong in your support and encouragement of your minister.

As Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Moses to be faithful in prayer (Exod. 
17:10-13) strengthen the arms of the man chosen to be your “teaching elder” 
so that his work will bear all the more Gospel fruit.

You can have the perfect
 Biblical model but with 
the wrong people elected 

it is a disaster. 
However, the right 

system with the right
 people is a wonderful 

gift from God. 

Trevor and Ida Hewitt

Gospel Partners
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“And the things you have heard me say 
in the presence of many witnesses en-
trust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others.”  (2 Timothy 
2:2)

The Presbyterian Church is very blessed to 
have the resources to provide a ministry ap-
prenticeship program - METRO. METRO is 
an acronym for Ministry, Equipping, Train-
ing and Recruiting Organisation. METRO 
strives to promote gospel ministry training 
through discipling relationships in local 
churches, focusing on trainees being grown 
in the areas of personal godliness, theologi-
cal reflection and ministry skills. It allows 
both men and women to ‘check out’ minis-
try in a way that allows trainees to practise 
serving others in a local church context, 
alongside a ministry trainer who provides 
support, guidance, helpful feedback, rigor-
ous practical training and encouragement.

The annual METRO conference welcomed 
two new trainees and trainers into the MET-
RO family for 2015, as well as three trainees 
with their trainers who are in their second 
and final year. Kamal Weerakoon encour-
aged and challenged conference delegates 
from the book of Joel and there were work-
shops on self-awareness, Bible teaching, 

time management, mental 
health, effective coaching 
and a theology of the trinity.  

1st year METRO Trainee
Andrew Cox joined Grace Presbyterian 
Church this year to assist his trainer, 
Matt Crocker, plant a church in Cam-
eron Park. Andrew is involved in uni-
versity ministry, church leadership, 
preaching and is completing a Certifi-
cate in Academic Studies (Theology) 
through the Timothy Partnership.

Luke Thomas left the workforce in January 
to join the ministry staff team at Southern 
Cross Presbyterian Church as a METRO 
trainee.  Alongside his trainer, Stewart Play-
sted, he is gaining experience in youth min-
istry, small group ministry, discipleship and 
preaching as he completes a Certificate in 
Academic Studies (Theology) through the 
Timothy Partnership.

Please pray that these trainees settle into 
ministry well, grow in their love for Jesus 
and know joy in serving others.

2nd year METRO Trainee Shirley Lam 
continues her training with Simon and 
Stephanie Wong at Gracepoint Pres-
byterian Church in Lidcombe.  Shirley 
is involved in children, youth, ESL and 
discipleship ministries.

Roger Knight is growing to be more and 
more like Jesus as he walks through minis-
try life with his trainer, Wayne Connor, at 
Dubbo Presbyterian Church. In between 
wrangling chickens and guitar playing, 
Roger and Wayne are sharpening their skills 
in discipleship, bible teaching and church 
leadership.

Lucy Bidgood continues her training with 
Mirrilee Back and Pete Thompson at South-
ern Cross Presbyterian Church.  Lucy is in-
volved in children, discipleship, small group 
and university ministries.

Please pray for these trainees as they contin-
ue to consolidate relationships and skills and 
as they seek God’s will for 2016 and beyond.

The Ministers’ Family Camp is run every two 
years and is a great time for ministers, their 
wives and their kids to get away and catch 
up with (or meet!) other ministry families. 
The camp is a good mix of structured Bible 
time (with talks for the adults and separate 
crèche, primary and high school programs), 
organised fun time and plenty of free time 
to spend with others or by yourself recharg-
ing in the beautiful surrounds of Stanwell 
Tops. MFC is overseen by M&M and run by 

PY. The speaker this year will be John Mc-
Clean. Here’s what other ministry families 
have had to say about MFC:

“Loved the Bible talks, fellowship, encour-
agement, location, bush dance, open mic 
night, and the program for children and 
teens. It’s great catching up with old friends 
and meeting new ones. There’s a great 
amount of free time.”

“It’s great to see children connecting with 
other ministry families, having time to meet 
other ministry wives, time away from home 
church and making memories with my fam-
ily and other families.”
 
“TIME! To rest, to talk, to play, to learn. 
Talks have been great and our discussion 
group was very helpful. I want more fami-
lies to come!”

Metro

2015 Metro
KicK off

Ministers’ faMily caMp
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Ministers Family Camp
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Jericho Road is a great story of how we 
can work together to show that we, like the 
Samaritan, are ready to be the people who 
love our neighbours.

chain Mail
Earlier this year Jericho Road received an envelope. It had no 
return address. And the card inside had no name. It was anon-
ymous. The card had a small bag attached to it with sticky 
tape, and inside the bag was a lovely gold necklace. 

Th e card inside had a message. It told the story of how the necklace 
was bought at one of our Op Shops many years ago for just $1.80, 
and how it had turned out that it was real gold. When we had it 
looked at it was indeed 18 carat gold.

Th e card went on to say that the owner was returning it in good 
Christian faith and said “may it bring some benefi t to a poor person 
somewhere when sold.”

We don’t know who you are, but thank you. We did sell the chain 
and the $120 we received for it will be used to help someone who 
is in great need. Th ere are some, like you, who will stop on the side 
of the road and provide generous care to those who most need it so 
that God might be glorifi ed.

a peek at the 
February with Jericho Road project
As these pages are going in to the editor we are just fi nishing the 
February with Jericho Road project known as “How wide, long, 
high and deep is God’s love?”. Churches from across the State joined 
us this month to explore four parts of the Bible – the parable of the 
Lost Sheep, the story of the Good Samaritan, Zacchaeus the tax col-
lector and Jonah. We will have more in the next Pulse… but check 
out the amazing work of the kids at Orange Presbyterian Church!

disability101:
Laying the foundation

By Rev Jason Forbes

Disability can be confronting for anyone, 
especially when it involves severe dis-
abilities. We can feel unease, and fi nd 
ourselves asking questions like, how do 
I look at someone with a contorted body? 
What should I do when I don’t understand 

someone’s speech impairment? Do I help 
someone in a wheelchair, or not? How do I re-

spond to that unusual behaviour? As important as these ques-
tions are, it’s even more important to develop an understand-
ing of disability from a biblical perspective. When we have a 
fi rm foundation, simple answers to practical problems make 
more sense.

‘Disability’ is a word that’s used a lot, and its defi nition is oft en 
broader than what we might think. According to the World Health 
Organisation, the word ‘disability’ is an umbrella term, covering im-
pairments and activity limitations. Four main types of disability are 
covered by the term:  Physical (e.g. mobility, amputations, paraly-
sis), sensory (e.g. sight, hearing, speech), intellectual (e.g. learning 
diffi  culties), psychological (e.g. autism, depression, anxiety, addic-
tions). It should be added that people can have one or more types 
of disability. So we should expect that the needs will be as unique as 
the individual themselves.

However, in addressing disability, not only does the World Health 
Organisation recognise the medical component of disability, it also 
recognises a social component. People with disabilities can have 
participation restrictions due to their life circumstance. For ex-
ample, if your church building does not have ramped access, then 
anyone in a wheelchair faces a signifi cant barrier to participating 
in your church service. If there is a ramp, then their mobility im-
pairment is no longer a barrier for them to participate. While, as a 
church community, we may not be able to do much about impair-
ments and activity limitations, we can do, and must do, a lot about 
participation restrictions.

For a lot of people, their disability is so well managed, it’s mostly 
regarded as a side issue, and they just want to get on with life. Th eir 
desire is usually for others to do the same, and get on with building 
relationships. But how do we do that?

We begin by building healthy relationships when our view of dis-
ability is changed. When we hear the word disability, negative con-
notations can come to mind - weak, needy, a burden. However, 
disability doesn’t have to be negative. Paul considered weakness 
as a positive, because he understood that it was in the context of 
weakness that God’s grace was best demonstrated (2 Corinthians 
12:9). Th is viewpoint stood in contrast to the culture of self-promo-
tion harboured by the Corinthians - not too unlike our own! Th is 
gospel reality is refl ected in the experiences of churches who have 
members with disabilities. Th e presence of people with disabilities 
can help to break down the social barriers that people oft en erect, 

giving greater opportunities for eff ective ministry. Th ose who have 
disabilities can oft en express empathy towards others who are strug-
gling. As Paul says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our affl  iction, so that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any affl  iction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3–4).

Our view of disability as believers must refl ect what the Bible says:

In regards to ability, strength and abil-
ity are of little consequence. Personal 
knowledge of God takes precedence - 
our relationship with God is not about 
passing a theological exam, but an 
awareness of God’s steadfast love, justice 
and righteousness. God works out his 
grace and purposes through the things 
we oft en don’t value. Crucifi xion was 
not seen as honourable in the ancient 
world. It was a fi nal and devastating act 
of humiliation upon the victim, yet, God 
fulfi ls his purposes in the crucifi xion of 
his only begotten Son. Christ himself 
was not raised of his own accord, but 
was exalted by another – his Father. If 
Christ did not exalt himself, then nei-
ther should we expect self-exaltation to 
be the norm. Rather, our norm should 
be to exalt those in lowly positions. Suf-
fering is not futile, as the world would 
have us believe, but is purposed to de-
velop our relationship with God, our 
Saviour. (Psalm 147:10-11; Jeremiah 
9:23-24; 1 Corinthians 1:25-31; 2 Corin-
thians 12:7-9; Hebrew. 5:1-2, 5, 8).

In regards to disability, people have a 
direct relationship with God as his image bearer, thereby have 
inherent worth and dignity regardless of any distortions that life 
may have. All people are God’s image bearers, and are to be given 
due respect. God also claims sovereignty over disability - it’s not 
a mistake. All people are wonderfully made and are known inti-
mately by God. (Genesis 1:25, 5:1 (James 3:8-9); Exodus 4:10-12; 
Psalm 139:13-16, John 9:1-3).

In regards to struggle, sickness, and disability, these are not neces-
sarily a result of sin, or a sign of God’s displeasure. Struggle, sick-
ness, and disability can and oft en do stand apart from sin, and be-
come the means of God fulfi lling his purposes. (John 5:2-14; 9:1-3; 
Acts 9:10-16; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

In regards to the church’s response, the church has social obliga-
tions towards those we may consider disadvantaged. Th ese do not 
entail acts of charity done onto the person, but look to develop a 
culture of inclusion where mutual service is engaged, and all people 
belong. (Leviticus 19:14, 33-34; Deuteronomy 27:18; 2 Samuel 9:13; 
Proverbs 31:8-9; Matthew 21:14; Luke 5:18-19, 14:13-14; Galatians 
6:2; Ephesus 4:12; James 2:8-9; 1 John 3:18). We all have a part to 
play in ministry. While those who have theological qualifi cations 
have particular responsibility of teaching and pastoring the church, 
ministry is not restricted to those people. Ministry is something we 
all have a share in, regardless of ability, or disability. Th ere are to 
be no divisions within the church based on external appearances. 
Th ose who are in Christ, are in Christ. Th ere is no other distinction. 
(1 Corinthians 1:27-29, 12:21-25; 2 Corinthians 4:7; Galatians 3:28).

Th erefore, we can see that the Bible affi  rms commonality – equally 
created in God’s image, loved, in need of salvation, and needed in 

the church. It is not our abilities that are valuable, but our trust in 
God. Our churches are to be communities that honour one another 
– particularly seemingly weaker members.

So how is all this put into practise? Historically the approach has 
been the medical model to disability. Th e medical model places 
the emphasis on the impairment, and makes the assumption the 
problem is solely with the person. Th e concern is to see the person 
‘get well’ so they can ‘function normally’ in the existing social con-
structs. Th e problem with this model is it unintentionally denigrates 

people with disabilities, because it pro-
motes a pitiable, essentially negative, and 
largely disempowered image of people 
with disabilities. As well intended as ges-
tures of kindness may be under this mod-
el, ultimately, this approach leaves people 
with disabilities disempowered. Th ere is 
also a tendency to segregate those who 
are ‘needy’ and are regarded as best left  to 
those who can give ‘specialised care’. Th is 
seems to be contrary to God’s intentions 
for anyone. God wants people participat-
ing in his community (1 Corinthian 12:7; 
14:12; Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 1:9-10).

Alternatively, a much better approach is 
the inclusive model. Th e inclusive model 
of disability identifi es systemic barriers, 
negative attitudes and exclusion by so-
ciety (purposely or inadvertently). Th at 
means society is the main contributory 
factor in disabling people. Th e inclusive 
model of disability focuses on changes 
required in society, such as attitudes, so-
cial support, providing information in a 
variety of formats, physical structures, 
and fl exibility in routines. For instance, a 
Sunday School may use universal design 
learning techniques so any child with a 
disability may be readily included in the 
lesson, rather than having their own seg-

regated program, or worse still, being excluded all together. Within 
this model, there is ample room for recognising that we are all fear-
fully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14), we all come with some-
thing to contribute (1 Corinthian 12:7; 14:12), and that diversity is 
God’s design for his church (1 Corinthians 12:12-26). It should also 
be borne in mind that not only do such approaches benefi t those with 
disabilities, they can also benefi t those with ‘hidden disabilities’.

So rather than starting with the person’s disability, we need to ask 
questions about our church settings: how accessible is the morning 
tea for someone with mobility issues? How can someone with dex-
terity problems receive communion? Is the seating fl exible enough 
to allow wheelchairs? Are song lyrics available in alternative for-
mats? Is there a hearing loop? Is the accessible toilet actually acces-
sible, and not being used as a storage room?

By asking these sorts of questions, we have a solid foundation for 
beginning to serve people with disabilities, and to build relation-
ships with them.

To have your church discuss these 
important issues further, 

contact our Disability Advocate, 
Rev. Jason Forbes, to host a Luke14 Workshop. 
jforbes.disabilityadvocate@jerichoroad.org.au 

02 43 222 164

“...people have a direct
relationship with God

as his image bearer,
thereby have inherent 

worth and dignity 
regardless of any 

distortions that life
may have.”

Jericho Road
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Jericho Road is a great story of how we 
can work together to show that we, like the 
Samaritan, are ready to be the people who 
love our neighbours.

chain Mail
Earlier this year Jericho Road received an envelope. It had no 
return address. And the card inside had no name. It was anon-
ymous. The card had a small bag attached to it with sticky 
tape, and inside the bag was a lovely gold necklace. 

Th e card inside had a message. It told the story of how the necklace 
was bought at one of our Op Shops many years ago for just $1.80, 
and how it had turned out that it was real gold. When we had it 
looked at it was indeed 18 carat gold.

Th e card went on to say that the owner was returning it in good 
Christian faith and said “may it bring some benefi t to a poor person 
somewhere when sold.”

We don’t know who you are, but thank you. We did sell the chain 
and the $120 we received for it will be used to help someone who 
is in great need. Th ere are some, like you, who will stop on the side 
of the road and provide generous care to those who most need it so 
that God might be glorifi ed.

a peek at the 
February with Jericho Road project
As these pages are going in to the editor we are just fi nishing the 
February with Jericho Road project known as “How wide, long, 
high and deep is God’s love?”. Churches from across the State joined 
us this month to explore four parts of the Bible – the parable of the 
Lost Sheep, the story of the Good Samaritan, Zacchaeus the tax col-
lector and Jonah. We will have more in the next Pulse… but check 
out the amazing work of the kids at Orange Presbyterian Church!

disability101:
Laying the foundation

By Rev Jason Forbes

Disability can be confronting for anyone, 
especially when it involves severe dis-
abilities. We can feel unease, and fi nd 
ourselves asking questions like, how do 
I look at someone with a contorted body? 
What should I do when I don’t understand 

someone’s speech impairment? Do I help 
someone in a wheelchair, or not? How do I re-

spond to that unusual behaviour? As important as these ques-
tions are, it’s even more important to develop an understand-
ing of disability from a biblical perspective. When we have a 
fi rm foundation, simple answers to practical problems make 
more sense.

‘Disability’ is a word that’s used a lot, and its defi nition is oft en 
broader than what we might think. According to the World Health 
Organisation, the word ‘disability’ is an umbrella term, covering im-
pairments and activity limitations. Four main types of disability are 
covered by the term:  Physical (e.g. mobility, amputations, paraly-
sis), sensory (e.g. sight, hearing, speech), intellectual (e.g. learning 
diffi  culties), psychological (e.g. autism, depression, anxiety, addic-
tions). It should be added that people can have one or more types 
of disability. So we should expect that the needs will be as unique as 
the individual themselves.

However, in addressing disability, not only does the World Health 
Organisation recognise the medical component of disability, it also 
recognises a social component. People with disabilities can have 
participation restrictions due to their life circumstance. For ex-
ample, if your church building does not have ramped access, then 
anyone in a wheelchair faces a signifi cant barrier to participating 
in your church service. If there is a ramp, then their mobility im-
pairment is no longer a barrier for them to participate. While, as a 
church community, we may not be able to do much about impair-
ments and activity limitations, we can do, and must do, a lot about 
participation restrictions.

For a lot of people, their disability is so well managed, it’s mostly 
regarded as a side issue, and they just want to get on with life. Th eir 
desire is usually for others to do the same, and get on with building 
relationships. But how do we do that?

We begin by building healthy relationships when our view of dis-
ability is changed. When we hear the word disability, negative con-
notations can come to mind - weak, needy, a burden. However, 
disability doesn’t have to be negative. Paul considered weakness 
as a positive, because he understood that it was in the context of 
weakness that God’s grace was best demonstrated (2 Corinthians 
12:9). Th is viewpoint stood in contrast to the culture of self-promo-
tion harboured by the Corinthians - not too unlike our own! Th is 
gospel reality is refl ected in the experiences of churches who have 
members with disabilities. Th e presence of people with disabilities 
can help to break down the social barriers that people oft en erect, 

giving greater opportunities for eff ective ministry. Th ose who have 
disabilities can oft en express empathy towards others who are strug-
gling. As Paul says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our affl  iction, so that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any affl  iction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3–4).

Our view of disability as believers must refl ect what the Bible says:

In regards to ability, strength and abil-
ity are of little consequence. Personal 
knowledge of God takes precedence - 
our relationship with God is not about 
passing a theological exam, but an 
awareness of God’s steadfast love, justice 
and righteousness. God works out his 
grace and purposes through the things 
we oft en don’t value. Crucifi xion was 
not seen as honourable in the ancient 
world. It was a fi nal and devastating act 
of humiliation upon the victim, yet, God 
fulfi ls his purposes in the crucifi xion of 
his only begotten Son. Christ himself 
was not raised of his own accord, but 
was exalted by another – his Father. If 
Christ did not exalt himself, then nei-
ther should we expect self-exaltation to 
be the norm. Rather, our norm should 
be to exalt those in lowly positions. Suf-
fering is not futile, as the world would 
have us believe, but is purposed to de-
velop our relationship with God, our 
Saviour. (Psalm 147:10-11; Jeremiah 
9:23-24; 1 Corinthians 1:25-31; 2 Corin-
thians 12:7-9; Hebrew. 5:1-2, 5, 8).

In regards to disability, people have a 
direct relationship with God as his image bearer, thereby have 
inherent worth and dignity regardless of any distortions that life 
may have. All people are God’s image bearers, and are to be given 
due respect. God also claims sovereignty over disability - it’s not 
a mistake. All people are wonderfully made and are known inti-
mately by God. (Genesis 1:25, 5:1 (James 3:8-9); Exodus 4:10-12; 
Psalm 139:13-16, John 9:1-3).

In regards to struggle, sickness, and disability, these are not neces-
sarily a result of sin, or a sign of God’s displeasure. Struggle, sick-
ness, and disability can and oft en do stand apart from sin, and be-
come the means of God fulfi lling his purposes. (John 5:2-14; 9:1-3; 
Acts 9:10-16; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

In regards to the church’s response, the church has social obliga-
tions towards those we may consider disadvantaged. Th ese do not 
entail acts of charity done onto the person, but look to develop a 
culture of inclusion where mutual service is engaged, and all people 
belong. (Leviticus 19:14, 33-34; Deuteronomy 27:18; 2 Samuel 9:13; 
Proverbs 31:8-9; Matthew 21:14; Luke 5:18-19, 14:13-14; Galatians 
6:2; Ephesus 4:12; James 2:8-9; 1 John 3:18). We all have a part to 
play in ministry. While those who have theological qualifi cations 
have particular responsibility of teaching and pastoring the church, 
ministry is not restricted to those people. Ministry is something we 
all have a share in, regardless of ability, or disability. Th ere are to 
be no divisions within the church based on external appearances. 
Th ose who are in Christ, are in Christ. Th ere is no other distinction. 
(1 Corinthians 1:27-29, 12:21-25; 2 Corinthians 4:7; Galatians 3:28).

Th erefore, we can see that the Bible affi  rms commonality – equally 
created in God’s image, loved, in need of salvation, and needed in 

the church. It is not our abilities that are valuable, but our trust in 
God. Our churches are to be communities that honour one another 
– particularly seemingly weaker members.

So how is all this put into practise? Historically the approach has 
been the medical model to disability. Th e medical model places 
the emphasis on the impairment, and makes the assumption the 
problem is solely with the person. Th e concern is to see the person 
‘get well’ so they can ‘function normally’ in the existing social con-
structs. Th e problem with this model is it unintentionally denigrates 

people with disabilities, because it pro-
motes a pitiable, essentially negative, and 
largely disempowered image of people 
with disabilities. As well intended as ges-
tures of kindness may be under this mod-
el, ultimately, this approach leaves people 
with disabilities disempowered. Th ere is 
also a tendency to segregate those who 
are ‘needy’ and are regarded as best left  to 
those who can give ‘specialised care’. Th is 
seems to be contrary to God’s intentions 
for anyone. God wants people participat-
ing in his community (1 Corinthian 12:7; 
14:12; Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 1:9-10).

Alternatively, a much better approach is 
the inclusive model. Th e inclusive model 
of disability identifi es systemic barriers, 
negative attitudes and exclusion by so-
ciety (purposely or inadvertently). Th at 
means society is the main contributory 
factor in disabling people. Th e inclusive 
model of disability focuses on changes 
required in society, such as attitudes, so-
cial support, providing information in a 
variety of formats, physical structures, 
and fl exibility in routines. For instance, a 
Sunday School may use universal design 
learning techniques so any child with a 
disability may be readily included in the 
lesson, rather than having their own seg-

regated program, or worse still, being excluded all together. Within 
this model, there is ample room for recognising that we are all fear-
fully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14), we all come with some-
thing to contribute (1 Corinthian 12:7; 14:12), and that diversity is 
God’s design for his church (1 Corinthians 12:12-26). It should also 
be borne in mind that not only do such approaches benefi t those with 
disabilities, they can also benefi t those with ‘hidden disabilities’.

So rather than starting with the person’s disability, we need to ask 
questions about our church settings: how accessible is the morning 
tea for someone with mobility issues? How can someone with dex-
terity problems receive communion? Is the seating fl exible enough 
to allow wheelchairs? Are song lyrics available in alternative for-
mats? Is there a hearing loop? Is the accessible toilet actually acces-
sible, and not being used as a storage room?

By asking these sorts of questions, we have a solid foundation for 
beginning to serve people with disabilities, and to build relation-
ships with them.

To have your church discuss these 
important issues further, 

contact our Disability Advocate, 
Rev. Jason Forbes, to host a Luke14 Workshop. 
jforbes.disabilityadvocate@jerichoroad.org.au 

02 43 222 164
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Jericho

Allowah’s recreation is designed to provide maximum entertain-
ment and fun times for the children. In the past year we introduced 
our own version of “Th e Voice Kids,” we celebrated Mothers’ Day, 
Fathers’ Day, cultural diversity and the Summer Olympics. We also 
celebrated Easter and Christmas twice… once in July and once in 
December!

Each of these themed activities are a specifi c program designed to 
further develop the sensory stimulation, fi ne motor and gross mo-
tor skills of the children, and also enhance their creativity. Th ese 
activities are comprised of a myriad of arts and craft s, story time, 
relaxation, tactile exploration, music, outdoor play and real life ac-
tivities such as camping, cooking (where our children are the little 
Masterchefs of Allowah!) and movie time.

We’re very privileged to be able to use our new Home Th eatre Sys-
tem, donated by the friends of Allowah, for our movie sessions. Th e 
children enjoy them immensely. We also cook popcorn to further 

indulge in our movie experience.

Originally scheduled for once a month, Community Access is now 
more frequently executed. Th is allows the children the experience of 
travel outside of Allowah. Trips to the Sydney Royal Easter Show are 
an enjoyable if tiring day, very worthwhile and the children always 
have a great time. Once again, thank you to our generous donors 
who make this kind of trip possible.

Th is last year we celebrated cultural diversity with International 
Food Day and World Teachers’ Day. 

And for Christmas, we had a nativity play where both the children 
and the staff  participated in the narrative.

Th e biggest program we’ve achieved here at Allowah is being part of 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Th e challenge aims to encourage 
children to develop a love of  reading for leisure. Th ank you to our 
volunteers for reading the required number of books. Aside from 
recreational staff , volunteers play a major role in the execution and 
success of the designed program of recreation.

A bit about Rowena…

How long have you been at Allowah? It seems like just yesterday but 
four years have passed since I started work at Allowah. I was origi-
nally a Primary School Teacher and taught for ten years and trained 
for Special Education.

What are the main parts of your job? To design a specifi c program 
that will align to the individual goals established by the Allied 
Health Team in an enjoyable way. I liaise with the Chaplain to man-
age and supervise our volunteers.

What’s your favourite thing about working at Allowah? Th e chal-
lenging medical condition of the children and sometimes the im-
possible task of fulfi lling their needs.

It’s sometimes very hard to know what to do 
when you see someone who is clearly homeless 
and in need of somewhere to stay for the night. 
One number you can keep in your wallet is the 
Link2Home number. Th is is the NSW Govern-
ment’s service that provides referrals to accom-
modation for people in immediate need. Th e 
service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Th eir number is 1800 152 152. Th ey can provide 
referrals to services and also immediate tempo-
rary accommodation.

it’s More fun 
at allowah

By Rowena Arabit

helpinG the

hoMeless…
Link2Home
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Breaking the Silence is the church’s policy and procedure for dealing with and preventing 
abuse within the church. A new edition will be released after Assembly this year.

Breaking the Silence is more than just a document that allows us to meet our legal and 
social obligations and avoid injury to the glory of God. It discusses the issue of abuse from 
a church perspective, provides a framework for assistance, prevention and education, and 
allows us to respond appropriately where an allegation is made or an incident is reported.

When we allow abuse to occur within the church, when we ignore the impact that abuse 
has on those in our care, or when we respond to allegations by suppressing the truth, we 
strike at the heart of our relationship with God as His church. For the sake of the gospel 
and God’s holy name we must ensure that we make every effort to prevent abuse within 
the church, help those who are hurting, offer the gospel to those who offend and learn to 
respond appropriately when confronted by abuse.

Breaking the Silence not only seeks justice for those who have been abused, but also 
to put into place preventative measures that reduce the possibility of false allegations 
being made. Further, it seeks to establish a procedure that gives both the complainant 
and the accused access to justice, careful investigation, confi dentiality, pastoral care and 
professional services. 

Breaking the Silence is not limited to child abuse. As a church we are concerned for all 
people, regardless of age, who may be abused. Breaking the Silence covers:

• child abuse
• risk of significant harm
• reportable conduct
• sexual misconduct, and/or
• conduct that breaches the Breaking the Silence Code of Conduct.

If you want to know more go to
www.breakingthesilence.org.au

NOT JUST ABOUT CHILDREN
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firMly planted
in God’s word 
John Woldhuis serves with SIM in Loja, Ec-
uador where he and his wife Karine are in-
volved in theological education.

Th ree years ago 30 men started meeting 
together to study God’s word. Six months 
later 15 women started meeting together for 
the exact same reason, to study God’s word 
and learn together how to interpret and bet-
ter understand these wonderful words that 
God has laid out for us in the scriptures.

On Saturday, 24th January we stood, 37 in 
total, amazed that we had travelled through 
so much of the bible together. We had stud-
ied the book of Romans over two years fol-
lowed by 1 and 2 Timothy and Acts. We had 
discussed issues of doctrine and christian 
life as we worked through the 15 books in 
the program including authors like R. C. 
Sproul, John Piper, Richard Baxter, Jerry 
Bridges and a number of others.

This was a momentous occasion. One 
that many are proud of having complet-
ed, and rightly so! We praise God for how 
we have seen people mature and grow in 
their faith and their ability to teach oth-
ers his life giving word.

Take Diego and Tania, both especially re-
quested to be included in the ESI program. 
Diego still has six months to go, but as a 
family they have committed to going out to 
Gonzanamá twice a month to invest in the 
church plant there.

Take Cristian, now almost fi nished his uni-
versity studies, quiet by nature but solid in 
his faith, he has taken up the leadership of 
the university group at church along with 
signifi cant investment of time to help out at 
church where he can. He doesn’t want ESI to 
stop.... asking can I repeat? Only in order to 
help lead, responded John!

God is using ESI to raise up people for his 
church so that they are fi rmly planted in 
God’s word. Praise God for these men and 
women who want to learn more of Him.

cauGht
between
two worlds
Greetings from Australia! 
I’m currently in Can-
berra having driven 
from Melbourne at 
the end of January. 
On my fi rst morning 
back I went for a walk 
around Yerrabi pond 
in Gungahlin. It was one 
of those beautiful clear, crisp 
Canberra mornings with a bright blue sky 
and rising sun - offering such promise for a 
glorious summer day. I breathed deeply as I 
felt the warm sun on my face and soaked up 
the experience. There were no calls of “Ba-
touri or Yovo” or kids singing silly rhymes at 
me about being a white person. No potholes 
or goats or chickens to dodge. I was walk-
ing on a tree-lined, paved path with no rub-
bish or stalls lining the streets. There were 
others out and about too - walking, running, 
riding their bikes, paddling on the lake. I 
was doing something completely normal! 

Aft er about 30 minutes though, I felt a 
blister forming on my heel. New sneakers 
and the fact that I’ve only worn sandals for 
the last 2.5 years tend to have that eff ect. It 
started to take the shine off  my experience 
and in an ironic way brought a smile to my 
face. “How good am I getting”, I thought, “at 
holding things in tension”. 

Th ere are many tensions in returning to 
Australia on Home Assignment. Th ere is 
the joy of being home and reconnecting 
with family and friends, but at the same 
time missing people and the work I’ve left  
behind in Benin. Th e ease of being home 
with familiar streets and favourite foods, 
but there are so many new faces at church 
and kids (or should I call them young 
adults) that I hardly recognise. And since 
when did self-check-out become the 
norm at supermarkets? And can someone 
please explain what this “tap and pay” 
thing is all about? 

In many ways, I’m caught between two 
worlds. But that’s okay. It’s a Biblical idea! 
Th e cost is worth it, and we have much to 
be thankful for. 

Sil serves with SIM in Benin

presaid easter 
appeal: Malawi
Some people don’t know that the Presbyte-
rian Church of Australia has an aid organi-
sation — PresAID (Presbyterians Assisting 
in Development). Each year PresAID holds 
an Easter and Christmas Appeal that is or-
ganised through local congregations.

Th is Easter the appeal is for our partner 
Presbyterian Church in  Malawi — Church 
of Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP).  
Th e funds collected will be used to:

Provide Relief following recent 
devastating floods

At least 176 people lost their lives and an-
other 200,000 were displaced when heavy 
rains submerged homes, schools, and 
in places, washed away an entire village. 
CCAP has a development arm which will 
use the funds sent through PresAID to 
meet the needs of those aff ected.

Upgrade to CCAP Offi ces
Th e CCAP has at least 4 million parish-
ioners. Its General Secretary is  Rev Colin 
L M’Bawa, a graduate of PTC Melbourne. 
Th e offi  ce is in desperate need of refur-
bishment to enable better coordination of 
a Church whose ministry stretches over 
fi ve countries (Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, Zambia & Malawi).

For more details see presaid.org.au

PresAID is a committee of the General As-
sembly of Australia
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updates
Vanuatu
John & Kara Dekker (APWM National, 
Aspendale VIC, Talua Vanuatu). John and 
Kara recently completed their prepara-
tory training and were commissioned at 
Frankston Presbyterian Church on Satur-
day 14th February. Please pray for them fol-
lowing the sudden death of John’s mother 
shortly before their commissioning. Th is 
delayed their arrival at Talua. We are still 
seeking people to partner in this ministry in 
prayer and  fi nance. If you would like to join 
their support team then please use the form 
on the last page of this newsletter or contact 
the APWM National offi  ce.

Our team in Vanuatu has undergone con-
siderable change in the last few months. 
Glen & Rachael Connor and Andrew & 
Marilyn Schache and Brian & Judy Cullen 
have permanently returned to Australia. We 
thank each member of the team for their 
sacrifi cial service for the work of the gospel 
in Vanuatu. Please remember them in your 
prayers as they readjust to life in Australia.

In late April 2015 Andy & Rosemary Wil-
liamson will be returning permanently to 
Australia and will continue to serve with 
APWM until 30th June, 2015. Andy will 
then serve as the minister of the Beecroft  
Presbyterian Church, NSW.

.....................................................

Mount Magnet
Surendra & May Wesley (APWM/PIM, 
Western Australia) are now serving in out-
reach and discipleship in the remote mining 
town of Mount Magnet. Th ey were recently 
in Sydney where they received some train-
ing and met with supporters before travel-
ling to Perth for further training. Please 
pray for them as they settle into Australia 
and adjust to life in Mount Magnet.

.....................................................

Timor Leste
Lauren Crase (Browns Plains, QLD, 
APWM, Timor Leste). Lauren was recently 
approved as an APWM Partner Church 
missionary and is preparing to serve in 
Timor Leste. She is currently undertaking 
theological study and is seeking to develop 
her partnership support. From early 2016, 
Lauren will be teaching English as a second 

language, providing medical aid and help-
ing disciple a small group of believers in 
Timor Leste. If you would like to join Lau-
ren’s support team please use the form on 
the last page of this newsletter or contact the 
APWM National offi  ce.

.....................................................

Hungary
Joy Hill (Donvale, VIC, Pioneers, Hun-
gary). Joy was commissioned at Donvale on 
Sunday 15th February for service in Hun-
gary as the Personal Assistant to Todd Price. 
Todd oversees the production of the Roma 
Bible in Hungary.

Todd writes ‘Th e work in which we are 
engaged- — bringing God's Word to the 
Roma (Gypsies) of Europe — is not a battle 
against fl esh and blood, but is spiritual in 
nature and must be fought through prayer. 
All the money, staff  and time in the world 
will not avail unless the God of all creation 
steps in and acts. As Paul asked the believ-
ers of his day, so we ask you, "Brothers, 
pray for us." Would you make a New Year's 
resolution to pray daily for us? Perhaps 
there is no greater commitment you can 
make for this ministry.’

Joy is currently in Australia seeking to raise 
her partnership support. You can contact 
her at wjhill@pmbx.net

.....................................................

Australia
Joshua Ling (Macquarie Chapel, NSW 
CMS, Australia) Joshua is married to 
Valerie and was recently approved as a Part-
ner Agency missionary. Joshua works with 
the Church Missionary Society (NSW & 
ACT) raising support for CMS missionaries 
and equipping churches for cross-cultural 
evangelism and ministry.

.....................................................
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Kevin Murray was recently in Myanmar to 
visit Martin Eagle, hold talks with the lead-
ers of the Evangelical Reformed Church and 
do some teaching. 

Martin Eagle is our resident missionary 
in Myanmar and serves with the Evangeli-
cal Reformed Church. Martin has just cel-
ebrated 4 years of service in Myanmar and 
says “I’m enjoying interacting with national 
colleagues in ministry and those whom 
God has given to me to disciple. Some of the 
people who are in the church have a tremen-
dous zeal to see Christ made known.

Some of the spiritual battles I face are very 
real with little respite. For example, from 
time to time some key relationships expe-
rience confl ict. Th at calls for patience and 
much prayer for wisdom 
as I seek to move forward.

I admire the pastors in 
rural Chin State who 
have to juggle ministry, 
family life and day to 
day living. Amidst some 
very difficult conditions 
they keep on witnessing 
for Christ.

Th e church itself faces a 
struggle between what it 
can and can’t do, largely 
because it lacks the neces-
sary funds.

Th ank you to those who 
pray for this ministry and 
support it. Without you this ministry would 
not be possible.”

God willing, Martin will be in Australia 
for home assignment in February 2017. 
One way of keeping up with Martin’s 
news is via Facebook:
 

facebook.com/MartinEagleMyanmar

Rev Dr Th ang Bwee is the leader of the 
Evangelical Reformed Church of Myan-
mar. He also serves as the Principal of the 
Church’s Bible College, the Reformed Bible 
Institute. When asked about the life of the 
Church he said:

“I am most encouraged when I hear that our 
pastors are doing evangelism. It’s good when 
we go to new areas and establish churches. 
We’re diff erent to many of the other denomi-
nations in Myanmar who plant churches in 
areas that already have churches. We oft en go 
to areas where the church does not yet exist.

In some villages they welcome church 
planters but in others there is opposition 
if there is already a church there. We also 
face opposition if there are many Bud-

dhists in a village.  

Th ere are times when 
we struggle because our 
churches are attacked by 
false teaching. Some of 
our rural pastors struggle 
with these things because 
they have limited Bible 
knowledge.

One of the problems 
that Christianity has in 
Myanmar is Pentecostal 
prosperity teaching. (Th is 
teaches that God rewards 
faith and heft y tithing 
with fi nancial and other 
blessings.) Th ey teach that 
Christians are entitled to 

a healthy better life. Th is means that they 
don’t say much about the salvation of souls. 

We thank the Presbyterian Church of Aus-
tralia for its partnership with the Evangeli-
cal Reformed Church of Myanmar. Please 
pray for Myanmar that the truth of the gos-
pel would be taught here. Please come and 
visit us so that you can encourage us.”

Peter Barber, minister at St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Townsville has been 
to Myanmar nine times. Each time he has 
delivered guest lectures at RBI and this year 
spoke on Pastoral Care.
For him, the highlights of his visits include 
relationships with the students and gradua-
tion ceremonies.

“I get to see the fruit of this ministry carried 
through the lives of the students who come 

forward and stand up for the Lord.” 

“Th e biggest highlight happened last year 
when I was asked to preach at a wedding for 
one of the students. It will happen tomor-
row again at another wedding and it’s totally 
unplanned!”

What has encouraged Peter over his nine 
visits? “Th ere hasn’t been huge numerical 
growth but what has been encouraging is 
the growth in faithfulness in the lives of pas-
tors who have stuck it out for many years. 
Ministry in Asia is just so much harder 
compared to Australia.”

“Th ere are very strong cultural incentives 
to not stand for Christ in this society. How 
do you apply the gospel to particular situa-

tions? Th is year there were real life questions 
among the church in Chin State about what 
a man should do when he becomes a Chris-
tian and has two or three wives. Should he 
just keep one wife? Th ey concluded that 
they should maintain their wives. What do 
you do when someone dies in an animist 
village and you are called on to slaughter a 
pig for yourself, for the atoning blood to be 
off  your hands? Th ese are the sorts of ques-
tions that they have to face Biblically and 
seeing them stand fi rm in situations like 
these has been a real highlight.”

focus on 
MyanMar 

ApWm Office: 
Sheryl 
Sarkoezy
Late last year we fare-
welled Rob Falls from 
the APWM Offi  ce. 
We are very pleased 
to announce that 
Sheryl Sarkoezy 
has now joined our 
offi  ce in the full-time 
position of Director’s 
Assistant. Sheryl is a graduate of Christ 
College and attends Cornerstone Strath-
fi eld Presbyterian Church. She is a source 
of knowledge on many APWM matters. 
Her phone number is (02) 8073 7490 and 
email national@apwm.org.au 

.....................................................

meal for mission
Each year we encourage congregations to 
hold an annual ‘Meal for Mission’ as a way 
of raising awareness about overseas cross-
cultural mission and as a means of provid-
ing fi nancial support for APWM’s overseas 
projects. We encourage you to choose a 
country from the list that can be found 
at www.apwm.org.au/partner-churches/ 

Th ere you can download information 
sheets about each of our Partner Churches. 
Please encourage those in the congrega-
tion to give the cost of one meal toward the 
work of overseas mission.

.....................................................

Workpartners
J u n e / J u l y  2 0 1 5
We have another Workpartners trip coming up!

Dates: 26 June - 12 July 2015

Location: Talua Ministry Training Centre, 
Santo Island, Vanuatu

Cost: $2100 - this covers fl ights (exiting 
Sydney or Brisbane), accommodation, 
food and visa costs. Th is does not include 
any passport related fees, immunisation or 
travel insurance costs.

Passports must have at least 6 months va-
lidity before departure. Important Dates – 
full payment must be made by 18th May 
2015. All application forms (Workpartners 
and Visa) must be submitted by the 11th 
May 2015 to allow enough time for the 
sending and processing of your visa appli-
cation form in Vanuatu. 

Visit our website for more information: 
apwm.org.au/what-we-do/workpartners

prayer & 
finance
response forM

Please send to: APWM
81 Shaft esbury Rd, Burwood NSW 2134

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________ Postcode: _________

Email: _____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Church: ___________________________________

i would liKe to 
support the 
followinG:

Missionary’s Name: _________________________

Please send me the missionary’s prayer letter.

APWM ministry in a particular country:

___________________________________________

Please indicate an amount
☐ $20  ☐ $50  ☐ $100
☐ other $ ________________

Please indicate how regular your payment will be:
☐ one-off  ☐ monthly  ☐ quarterly
 ☐ half-yearly ☐ yearly

four ways to Give
Cheque (made out to ‘Australian Presbyterian 
World Mission’)

☐ Credit card    ☐ Visa    ☐ Mastercard

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

Name on card: _______________________________ 

Expires: ______ /______

Signature: _________________________________

Date of fi rst payment: ________________________

Direct debit
Your account name(s): _______________________

Signature: _________________________________ 

BSB: ______________________________________

Account number: __________________________

Bank name: ________________________________

Date of fi rst payment: ________________________

Direct deposit
Account: Australian Presbyterian
World Mission BSB: 032-260 Account number: 
151207 Please write your name and the sur-
name of the missionary you are supporting in 
the description box. Please also email fi nance@
apwm.org.au telling us that you have made a 
deposit and provide the name of the mission-
ary that you are supporting.
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fi nance@apwm.org.au
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/fi nance
(02) 8073 7490

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD 
MISSION NATIONAL OFFICE
81 Shaft esbury Road, Burwood NSW 
2134 
T: 02 8073 7490 
Sheryl Sarkoezy 
E: national@apwm.oprg.au 
Bruce Campbell E: fi nance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray M: 0421 366 720 
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER 
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151
E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net 
www.apwm.org.au

STATE CONVENERS
Qld Nathan Stewart 
E: nathan@stewartfamily.id.au 
NSW Robert McKean  
E: rpmckean@exemail.com.au
Vic Phil Simmonds 
E: convener@apwmvic.org.au 
SA Gary Ware 
E: gjware@internode.on.net 
WA Darrell Th atcher 
E: darrell_thatcher@wycliff e.org

en
Q

u
ir

ie
s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



The Pulse 23 

ApWm Office: 
Sheryl 
Sarkoezy
Late last year we fare-
welled Rob Falls from 
the APWM Offi  ce. 
We are very pleased 
to announce that 
Sheryl Sarkoezy 
has now joined our 
offi  ce in the full-time 
position of Director’s 
Assistant. Sheryl is a graduate of Christ 
College and attends Cornerstone Strath-
fi eld Presbyterian Church. She is a source 
of knowledge on many APWM matters. 
Her phone number is (02) 8073 7490 and 
email national@apwm.org.au 

.....................................................

meal for mission
Each year we encourage congregations to 
hold an annual ‘Meal for Mission’ as a way 
of raising awareness about overseas cross-
cultural mission and as a means of provid-
ing fi nancial support for APWM’s overseas 
projects. We encourage you to choose a 
country from the list that can be found 
at www.apwm.org.au/partner-churches/ 

Th ere you can download information 
sheets about each of our Partner Churches. 
Please encourage those in the congrega-
tion to give the cost of one meal toward the 
work of overseas mission.

.....................................................

Workpartners
J u n e / J u l y  2 0 1 5
We have another Workpartners trip coming up!

Dates: 26 June - 12 July 2015

Location: Talua Ministry Training Centre, 
Santo Island, Vanuatu

Cost: $2100 - this covers fl ights (exiting 
Sydney or Brisbane), accommodation, 
food and visa costs. Th is does not include 
any passport related fees, immunisation or 
travel insurance costs.

Passports must have at least 6 months va-
lidity before departure. Important Dates – 
full payment must be made by 18th May 
2015. All application forms (Workpartners 
and Visa) must be submitted by the 11th 
May 2015 to allow enough time for the 
sending and processing of your visa appli-
cation form in Vanuatu. 

Visit our website for more information: 
apwm.org.au/what-we-do/workpartners

prayer & 
finance
response forM

Please send to: APWM
81 Shaft esbury Rd, Burwood NSW 2134

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________ Postcode: _________

Email: _____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Church: ___________________________________

i would liKe to 
support the 
followinG:

Missionary’s Name: _________________________

Please send me the missionary’s prayer letter.

APWM ministry in a particular country:

___________________________________________

Please indicate an amount
☐ $20  ☐ $50  ☐ $100
☐ other $ ________________

Please indicate how regular your payment will be:
☐ one-off  ☐ monthly  ☐ quarterly
 ☐ half-yearly ☐ yearly

four ways to Give
Cheque (made out to ‘Australian Presbyterian 
World Mission’)

☐ Credit card    ☐ Visa    ☐ Mastercard

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

Name on card: _______________________________ 

Expires: ______ /______

Signature: _________________________________

Date of fi rst payment: ________________________

Direct debit
Your account name(s): _______________________

Signature: _________________________________ 

BSB: ______________________________________

Account number: __________________________

Bank name: ________________________________

Date of fi rst payment: ________________________

Direct deposit
Account: Australian Presbyterian
World Mission BSB: 032-260 Account number: 
151207 Please write your name and the sur-
name of the missionary you are supporting in 
the description box. Please also email fi nance@
apwm.org.au telling us that you have made a 
deposit and provide the name of the mission-
ary that you are supporting.

12

3

4

fi nance@apwm.org.au
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/fi nance
(02) 8073 7490

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD 
MISSION NATIONAL OFFICE
81 Shaft esbury Road, Burwood NSW 
2134 
T: 02 8073 7490 
Sheryl Sarkoezy 
E: national@apwm.oprg.au 
Bruce Campbell E: fi nance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray M: 0421 366 720 
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER 
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151
E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net 
www.apwm.org.au

STATE CONVENERS
Qld Nathan Stewart 
E: nathan@stewartfamily.id.au 
NSW Robert McKean  
E: rpmckean@exemail.com.au
Vic Phil Simmonds 
E: convener@apwmvic.org.au 
SA Gary Ware 
E: gjware@internode.on.net 
WA Darrell Th atcher 
E: darrell_thatcher@wycliff e.org

en
Q

u
ir

ie
s

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



24 The Pulse

Why I Believe in God

It was about 9 o’clock or so at night. 
It was dark.  I was driving along a 
quiet road towards a busy intersec-
tion controlled by traffic lights. A 
very distinct inner ‘urging’ of ‘lock 
up’ was a compelling command.

Driving a small car, windows already up, 
it was easy to reach out with my left hand 
and quickly press all door locks down. As 
I approached the intersection, the lights 
were against me. I also noticed a male per-
son sitting on the road in front of me and 
wielding a lengthy piece of timber in his 
hands. Then I realised another male lurch-
ing towards my side of the car having come 
from the side of the road maybe from the 
bushes – the area was quite bushy at that 
time. I realised then why the need to lock 
up. I also remained calm (at least on the 
outside!) and kept looking straight ahead, 
but watching from the corner of my eye 
as well, thinking to myself, fellow you as 
much as touch my car and I’m taking off, 
red light or not. Next thing I realised he 
was moving away from beside my car and 
also signalling his mate and together they 
walked away. The lights turned green and 
I took off, at the same time thanking and 
praising God for giving me protection that 
night. That incident was many years ago in 
Brisbane and I have never forgotten it.

Another incident involving both my hus-
band John and I when we were holidaying 

in our pop-top caravan at 
Hastings Point on the north 
coast of NSW. It was summer 
time, and John had looked 
out and seen the most hor-
rific storm clouds rolling in 
from the south. I didn’t have 
time to see the clouds, be-
cause before we knew it, the 
rain was pouring down ac-
companied by a very strong 
wind. Next thing we notice 
the annex is beginning to 
collapse! John endeavoured 
to hold up his end, while 
I hastily removed folding 
chairs, etc into the van, then 
rushed to hold up the other 
end as it was now beginning 
to sag. We struggled to hold 
up the annex against the force of the wind 
and the rain seeming to be making no pro-
gress at all and fearing the worst that the 
whole thing would collapse and then who 
knew what would happen next!

At this point, I suddenly said, “We are 
fools. Here we are trying to hold this thing 
up in our own strength. If Jesus was able to 
calm the storm on the Lake of Galilee, then 
I’m sure He can do the same for us now.” 
We kept holding and doing our bit, then 
suddenly realised the wind had died down 
and the rain had stopped! It had happened, 
just like that! Again we gave thanks to our 
Almighty God for keeping us safe.

Have I had times when I 
have doubted? To be hon-
est, yes I have. My most dif-
ficult time was in trying to 
come to terms with us only 
‘achieving’ three miscarriag-
es. But through it all, I knew 
that God was in control. He 
is Sovereign and He knows 
what is best for each one of 
us. The hardest thing for me 
was to be able to personally 
acknowledge all that. I be-
lieve in my heart that I have. 

Why do I believe in God? I 
have always believed in God 
right from a small child 
when my mother taught me 

from the Bible. She read stories from the 
Bible to me every day. I went to Sunday 
School, youth group, church. So it was a 
natural thing for me to always believe in 
God. I made a commitment of my life 
to Jesus Christ at an early age. I’ve never 
known a time or life without God.

These are just some of the reasons why I 
believe in God.

Betty Thompson is the wife of Rev John 
Thompson and proof reader of The Pulse 
since its inception seven years ago.

“Therefore if you have any encouragement 
from being united with Christ, if any com-
fort from his love, if any common sharing 
in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compas-
sion,  then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being 
one in spirit and of one mind.  Do noth-
ing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own inter-
ests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.’’ Philippians 2

This is what we strive for in PWA to fol-
low Christ and do for others what we 
are able with the help of The Lord. 

We are now commencing our PWA Rallies 
with our first PWA Rally for the Presbytery 
of Canberra and held at Moruya on the 
South Coast.

Then to St Andrew’s Newcastle, for the 
Hunter Presbytery Rally a few weeks later. 
What a joy it is to visit these PWA mem-
bers and other women who are working 
for the Lord.

We are able to spend time in devotions and 
a Communion service provided in Moruya 
by Peter Pallett and then in Newcastle by 
Doug Haley. 

We then have speakers from the Stand-
ing Committees that are visiting the area. 
We do North and South visits and the fol-
lowing year we swap areas between the 
Conveners. The Business Meeting is usu-
ally held after lunch which is shared by all 
members and friends. If there is a Rally 
in your area please try to attend to learn 
about PWA in New South Wales and in 
your Presbytery.

Home Mission has just had their AGM and 
it is good to see them being able to assist M 
& M with Parishes in need. Those assisted 
financially in 2015 are Albury new church 
plant, Harrison (ACT), Rozelle, Balranald, 
Bega, Hawkesbury (Windsor) Mullum-
bimby, Terrigal and M & M. 

Home Mission is now planning their Cei-
lidh to visit Young. On the way they will 
visit Bowral, Yass and then to Young. On 
the way back they will visit Goulburn.  

There are around 60 – 70 travelling on 
the Ceilidh and it is a time of learning 
from the Parishes they visit and a time of 
learning what is happening in PWA and 
around NSW.

I have also attended the AGM for Dorcas 
and to see the continuation of feeding the 
homeless in the Belmore Park and at the 
Hostel. Dorcas continues to assist with 
helping supply food parcels at Jericho 
Road. Christian Education has their Time 
Out Bible Study Launch in June and you 
are welcome to attend at Scots Church Syd-
ney on Wednesday 3rd June from 9.30 am. 
At the meeting it was decided to assist PIM 
Padres with Christian resources to hand 
out to those they meet.

At our State Council Meeting it was an-
nounced that the Market Project for 2015 
is for the Presbyterian Inland Mission to 
supply Satellite phones for the Padres as 
they travel around their area.

Barbara Bullen is PWA State President

why i believe in God
by Betty Thompson

new initiative: pwa rallies commence
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Missions

First Person 
with Kevin Murray

Lauren 
brings the 
Gospel to 
Timor Leste
Lauren Crase, from Browns Plains 
Presbyterian Church (Queensland), is 
our newest Partner Church mission-
ary. She is currently preparing to serve 
in a remote village in Timor Leste.

How many times have you been to 
Timor Leste?
I’ve been three times — 2012, 2013 and 
2014.

What do you hope to do in Timor Leste?
I’ve seen a real need among the people 
of Timor Leste for the Gospel. There’s 
a lot of worship of Mary plus the occult 
plus animism. I hope to be able to share 
the good news of Christ. As part of that 
I hope to be able to support their liveli-
hood and give them the opportunity to 

have better employment choices. That 
will mean teaching English to children 
and adults. They are in desperate need 

of good healthcare and as a nurse 
and midwife I hope to be able to 

help.

You’ve previously lived in 
a village in Timor Leste for 

extended periods. Have you 
delivered any babies?

Yes. I’ve actually lost count. I think 
there are three girls called ‘Lauren’ and 
one or two boys called ‘Lorenzo’ which 
is the male equivalent. I’ve also assisted 
in a number of emergency caesareans 
but I’ve lost count of the number of ba-
bies I’ve delivered.

Please tell us about some of the 
relationships you’ve experienced 
with people in the village in which 
you have lived.
One village woman took me under her 
wing during my first week. I comple-
mented her on the sari-style dress that 
she had around her waist. Even though 
she had absolutely nothing to her name 
she gave me that sari. Ever since then 
we’ve forged a ‘mother-daughter’ rela-
tionship that has been absolutely beau-
tiful. She bakes bread for me whenev-
er I am there. I’ve also made so many 
beautiful relationships with the women 
through spending eight hours, 12 hours 
or 24 hours with them in labour, help-
ing them at their most vulnerable time.

What was it like going back the 
second time compared to your 
first trip?
I think on my first trip I definitely had 
rose-coloured glasses. Everything was 
wonderful and I couldn’t say a bad thing 
about Timor. When I went back a year 
later, the rose-coloured glasses came off 
a bit. The water to our home was cut 

and so my Australian colleagues and I 
had to pump water twice a day. It was 
incredibly hot and there was a monsoon 
and everything flooded. It was much 
more difficult for the Timor Christians. 
People in the village told the Christians 
that if they attended the church services 
then their homes would be burnt. But 
despite that, it was still very clear that in 
the peaks and troughs, God still needs 
people there.

So, why do you want to go?
Before I went in 2012 I really loved 
Timor Leste. I hadn’t even seen it. My 
love was confirmed when I went and I 
saw the need. Child mortality in the vil-
lage among children under five years old 
was 75 per cent. Through my colleague 
who has now been there for 10 years 
there are almost now no deaths associat-
ed with childbirth. There is a great need 
and hunger there. There is a searching 
for the Gospel truth. They are trapped in 
their situation. They have children, they 
become farmers and they grow up. They 
have such a poor education that they are 
trapped in their village.

How is living in the village differ-
ent to living in Australia?
The village has no electricity. It has no 
clean drinking water. It has no flushing 
toilets. From time to time I do miss a 
hot shower!

What do your nursing work col-
leagues think of your plans?
They often say “You’re such a better 
person than me.” I can’t understand 
why they would say that. I just tell them 
“This is what God has called me to do 
and He is the one who deserves the 
glory, not me. He is worthy of praise for 
giving me the desire to go over.” They 
are all very excited for me and they want 
to come and visit.

Mission Experience 
Trip to Vanuatu
By Robert McKean

In mid-November 2014 a team of 14 people 
set out from Orange Presbyterian Church 
for a mission experience trip to Vanuatu. 
The purpose of the trip was to expose the 
team members to the work of the gospel 
in Vanuatu and to explore possibilities for 
future partnerships with the church there.

The following report back to our congrega-
tion gives a taste of the experience.

We have all returned safe and well from our 
Vanuatu Mission Experience Trip. As ex-
pected, it did not all go as planned but in 
fact worked out even better than we could 
have planned.

Our first 4 days were spent at Scripture Un-
ion Campsite on Pango Point. From there 
we travelled into town on the back of the 
SU truck to do training in puppets and story 
sticks for about 50 people, distributed Bis-
lama Bibles to people in the very poor parts 
of Vila and ran a Kids’ Club in one of these 
areas. Then we moved to the Hibiscus Motel 
in Vila for two nights and ran a workshop on 
drawing, had some free time on Hideaway 
Island and joined a youth group for soccer, 
puppets and games.

For the weekend we travelled by bus and 
boat to Nguna Island where we received a 
lovely welcome and ran a Kids’ Club on Sat 
afternoon then took the morning service in 
the village church before returning to Vila.

We were up early on Mon morning to fly to 
Santo. We were met by the Boarding Master 
of Tata School who had arranged two trucks 
to take us on the 25 km of dusty, bumpy road 
to the school. The children were waiting to 

greet us with leis and a welcome song. Some 
of us stayed in a staff house and some in 
a dormitory. While in the middle of lunch 
that first day we were informed that the first 
Kids’ Club would start in 20 min. The chil-
dren thoroughly enjoyed the puppets, dra-
ma, games and craft. Over the next 4 days 
we scrubbed, sanded, painted, and fixed up 
a classroom. We also joined in the 3+ hour 
Primary School closing on Thurs morning 
at which Robert was the guest speaker and 
performed the puppet shows and drama af-
terwards for the parents. Several of the staff 
wives cooked and washed for us and one 
family came and sang for us one evening. 
The week ended with a farewell feast and 
exchange of gifts on Friday night. We then 
flew to Vila on Sat morning and enjoyed a 
night at the Kaiviti Hotel before a 4am start 
on Sunday to fly back to Sydney.

Continued on p.27 
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02 9564 3555

Price Promise: if you find an item in this brochure cheaper at another Australian retailer,
let us know and we’ll match the price. (Excludes specials. Retail customers only).

140 Albany Road, Stanmore NSW 2048

From the Mouth of God
Sinclair Ferguson (Banner of Truth)

Why should we believe–as Jesus did–that the Bible is ‘the mouth of
God’? When did it come into existence? Is it inerrant? What do we

need to learn in order to understand it better? How does its teaching
change our lives? Sinclair Ferguson answers these and other

important questions about trusting, reading, and applying the Bible.

Mindscape
Timothy Witmer
(New Growth Press)
Mindscape builds a practical action plan for changing your
mental landscape—and your life—based on Paul’s rich
exhortation in Philippians 4:8. Author Tim Witmer draws from
thirty years of experience in helping worried people apply
Scripture to their lives to present a clear, biblical, and deeply
pastoral guide to replacing worry with a new way of thinking.

Crazy Lazy Alistair Begg (10publishing)

This book exposes laziness as a sin, and challenges us to
tackle it head on, while encouraging us that a life lived today

can be so much more fulfilling than one constantly postponed
until tomorrow.

Ordinary
Michael Horton
(Zondervan)
Michael Horton provides a
guide to a sustainable faith
that happens over the long
haul - not a quick fix that
leaves you empty with
unfulfilled promises. A
resource that both
challenges and comforts, it
shows how the Christian life
is not a call to be radical,
but a call to be ordinary.

$19.99

NEW
NEW RELEASES

ORDER ANDPAY ONLINEFOR FREEPOSTAGE
COND. APPLY*

$24.99

$6.99

$17.99

NEW

NEW

NEW

Ordinary Mum,
Extraordinary Mission
Anna France-Williams,
Joy French (IVP UK)
Wherever you are as a mum,
whatever you feel, we hope this
book will renew your passion to
serve God in your own situation.
We’d like to share some stories
from women who have begun to
do just that.

$16.99
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Noticeboard

YEARBOOK & 
CHURCH DIRECTORY 
ALTERATIONS
Ministers, Home Missionaries, etc.

Reverend Carl Otto Grande has been 
ordained and set apart as Assistant to 
the Minister at Springwood-Winmalee-
Woodford Presbyterian Church on Friday 
6th February 2015.  His contact details are:

8 Moore Crescent
FAULCONBRIDGE  NSW  2776
H: (02) 4751 7715
O: (02) 4751 1188
M: 0414 47 2633
E: carlgrande@woodfordchurch.org.au

Reverend Douglas Alexander HALEY 
[N06] was inducted as the Minister of St 
Andrews, Newcastle on 4th Feb. 2015, his 
new contact details are:

37 Seamans Avenue
WARNERS BAY  NSW  2282
M: 0404 445 301
E: dhaley7@bigpond.com

Rev. Nasif Haroun Faltas KALADA [N5] 
was ordained in 2003, received by the 
GAA’s Reception of Minister’s Committee 
in 2013 and is currently under the jurisdic-
tion of the Hawkesbury Presbytery [N5] 
working as an Associate Minister at the 
Merrylands East Presbyterian Church.  His 
contact details are:-

3 Acres Road
KELLYVILLE  NSW  2155
M: 0413 93 9707
E: revnasif@gmail.com

Please add his name and details to the 
Minister’s section of your copy of The Key.

Rev. Adrian LEENMAN (Minister Emeritus)

66 Payne Road
BEACONSFIELD  Vic.  3807
H: (03) 9796 2128

Rev. Bernard Joseph Merchant [N14] was 
inducted as the Associate Minister of the 
Pastoral Charge of Epping on 2 December 
2014, His contact details are:-

5 Lomax Street
EPPING  NSW  2121
H: (02) 9876 3655
O: (02) 9876 1188;
E: bern@eppingpresbyterian.org.au

Mr Daniel John PRESLAND is the new 
Pastoral Assistant at Terrigal Presbyterian 
Church [N2 – Central Coast Presbytery]
(former Home Missionary at South West 
Rocks-Kempsey)

2 Willoughby Road
TERRIGAL  NSW  2260
H: (02) 4385 4549
M: 0421 95 6955
E: presland.daniel@gmail.com

Rev. Dr John Woodward has moved from 
Creswick Vic 3363 to:

2 Third Street
BLACKHEATH  NSW  2785

Postal: PO Box 232
BLACKHEATH  NSW  2785
H: (02) 4787 7557
M: 0429 03 5297
E: mandpandh@bigpond.com

Other

From Sunday 1 March 2015 the new Clerk 
of the Presbytery of the Central Coast is:- 

Rev. Dr Paul Logan
6 Kooringal Avenue
WOONGARRAH  NSW  2259
H: (02) 4392 9736
M: 0412 317 849
E: plogan@ihug.com.au

New Clerk of the Presbytery for the Mid 
North Coast is:-

Mr Wayne H Deer
Clerk of the Presbytery - Mid North 
Coast
10 Silky Ash Close
OLD BAR  NSW  2430
H: (02) 6553 7949
M 0431 54 0032
E: deers1@bigpond.net.au

The Presbytery of Sydney North at its 
meeting on 16 December 2014 resolved to 
receive the English-speaking congregation, 
the North Side Chinese Alliance Church as 
a congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia with the status of a Pastoral 
Charge.  The name of this congregation has 
now changed to the Captivate Presbyterian 
Church and they will initially meet at:-

Captivate Presbyterian Church
59 Carlingford Road
EPPING  NSW  2121

The Interim Moderator is the Rev. Jeffrey 
N. Read.

Please add the Captivate Presbyterian 
Church to your copy of the Key.

NEW Position – Full 
Time Chaplain St Vin-
cent’s Hospital
Jericho Road is part of the Presbyterian 
Church in NSW. The mission of Jericho 
Road is to work with the Presbyterian 
Church in NSW to demonstrate the char-
acter of God by providing fresh hope and 
care for those who are in need, in a way 
that seeks justice, shows mercy and makes 
Jesus known.

Jericho Road is seeking to appoint a full 
time Chaplain at St Vincent’s Hospital:

The role of chaplain is to provide pastoral 
care to patients, staff and their families at 
these hospitals. 

In this role you will primarily be minis-
tering to patients who identify as Pres-
byterian. You may be called upon to visit 
patients who identify with other Christian 
denominations.

The successful applicant for this role will have:

• A degree or diploma in theology
• Completion or a willingness to complete 

training in pastoral care that meets the 
requirements set out for the appointment 
of a chaplain by the Civil Chaplaincy Ad-
visory Committee

• Membership of a Presbyterian Church
• Experience and a demonstrated compe-

tence in pastoral ministry
• A demonstrated ability to work harmoni-

ously as part of a team, which will allow 
them to work with  chaplains of other de-
nominations and other faiths

• A willingness to undertake further train-
ing in Pastoral Care

If you are interested in applying for this 
position please do so in writing, including 
your resume and covering letter to: 

Rev. Ian Schoonwater, Senior Chaplain 
at ischoonwater@jerichoroad.org.au

If you have any questions about this position 
please email ischoonwater@jerichoroad.org.au.

The position will commence in July 2015.

The closing date is 24th April 2015.

Continued from p.25
While we had a few upset stomachs and 
cuts there was no serious illness or accident 
during our time. We were greatly encour-
aged by the faith of the people we met and 
challenged by the great needs for the church 
and communities in Vanuatu.

Thank you for your prayers and support 
while we were away.

We hope that this will be the start of some 
ongoing relationships with Christians in 
Vanuatu. One of the comments from the 
Tata School Principal at our farewell has 
stuck with me. He spoke of how several 
overseas groups have come to do practical 
work for the school but what he appreci-
ated about our visit was that it combined 
practical help with the preaching of the 
gospel which so many in the school and 
surrounding community need to hear.
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Philippians 3:15-16

The letters of Paul are full of 
surprises. He is hard when 
we are inclined to be soft, 
and soft when we might be 
tempted to be hard. To un-
derstand what he has said, 
and to apply that in the spirit in 
which it was given, and to maintain 
a godly sense of proportion requires a 
daily portion of saving and sanctifying 
grace. In Philippians 3:12-14 Paul has 
used athletic imagery in writing about 
straining and striving for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Then he slows down the tenor of his 
letter by speaking of patient growth.

The mature will think the same way.
‘Let those of us who are mature think this 
way’ is Paul’s admonition (3:15a). J. B. 
Lightfoot and Moisés Silva see a touch of 
irony here, although Peter O’Brien does 
not. There is certainly a word play in the 
Greek, as the adjective ‘mature’ in verse 15 
is the same word as is usually translated 
as ‘perfect’ in verse 12. Albert Barnes tries 
to bring this out in English by translating 
verse 15 in terms of those of ‘would be 
perfect’ or who are ‘aiming at perfection’. 
We are to take seriously the admonition to 
grow in Christian maturity (cf. Heb.5:13-
14). Paul was quick to commend to Timo-
thy the need for progress (1 Tim.4:15).

The Christian paradox is, in John Chrys-
ostom’s words, ‘it belongs to him who is 
perfect not to regard himself as perfect’. 
Thomas Aquinas says that ‘the more per-
fect a person is the more imperfect he 
considers himself to be’. Alexander Ma-
claren said something similar: ‘a leading 
characteristic of this true Christian per-
fection is a constant consciousness of im-
perfection.’ As an illustration, he writes, as 
one who lived in England, that tingling in 
a frost-bitten limb is a sign of returning 
life. Sanctification depends on life being 
present, and growth takes time. Justifica-
tion is an act which is done or it is not; 
sanctification is a process which may take 
some twists and turns. The old Keswick 
view that sanctification is like justification 
in that it is by faith and instantaneous has 
little going for it. 

Be patient with others.
Paul adds, almost mildly, ‘and if in any-

thing you think otherwise, God will 
reveal that also to you’ (3:15b). If a 
humble trust in Christ is present, 
and indications of sanctification 
in faithfulness, love, holiness, 
and a generous spirit, one can 
be assured that the Holy Spirit 

is at work. Some streams stagnate, 
but living streams flow. Clearly, Paul 

does not have in mind here wilful opposi-
tion but partial comprehension. It can take 
wisdom to discern the difference. Actually, 
Bishop H. C. G. Moule illustrates this very 
truth in a way. He was well-known as one 
who belonged to the Keswick school of 
sanctification yet in his Philippian Studies 
he is most critical of perfectionism. Spir-
itual life is more vital 
than logical consistency 
– although both are im-
portant.

Charles Simeon used 
repeatedly to cite to 
himself Paul’s admo-
nition that the Lord’s 
servant must not strive 
i.e. be quarrelsome (2 
Tim.2:24). The Chris-
tian must be patient in 
evangelism: ‘God may 
perhaps grant them re-
pentance leading to a 
knowledge of the truth’ 
(2 Tim.2:25). There is 
the same spirit at work 
here in Philippians 
3:15. We are to pursue 
our own sanctification 
most vigorously, but be rather more pa-
tient with others. Paul realises the limits 
of  humanity, even apostolic humanity. He 
knew that it was God who would reveal 
His sanctifying truth to those who differed 
from Paul but who were on the right track. 
God completes what He begins (1:6). 

In certain matters, Paul could be rigidly 
dogmatic; in other matters, extraordinar-
ily flexible. Mr Obsessive is not the same as 
Mr Valiant for Truth. What matters is that 
Christ is at work. Musicians in an orches-
tra ought to be aware of their fellow musi-
cians, but their first task is to focus on the 
conductor and follow him. Calvin urged 
us to ‘bear … with weak brothers’, while 
Albert Barnes writes that ‘As far as we can 
agree, let us go and labour together; and 
where we cannot yet, let us “agree to differ.” 
We shall all think alike by-and-by.’

We grow by being faithful to 
what we have.
‘Only let us hold true to what we have 
attained’ is Paul’s final word in this sec-
tion. If we walk in the light that has been 
granted to us, we will gain more. As Jesus 
said somewhat mysteriously in the par-
able of the talents: ‘For to everyone who 
has will more be given, and he will have 
an abundance. But from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away’ 
(Matt.25:29). Growth comes from being 
true to what God has granted us; decay 
comes from failure to use what we have 
been given. It is often the little acts that 
lead to further growth - when we have car-
ried out duties and obligations when they 

have been most incon-
venient, or been faith-
ful when that could 
damage our standing 
or our ambitions. 

Paul is one of those rare 
human beings who has 
the capacity to meet 
a person where he is 
and take him further. 
There is a wonderful 
and oft-repeated story 
in the life of the great 
evangelical Cambridge 
preacher, Charles Sime-
on, which illustrates 
something of what 
Paul has been saying. 
When the immature 

and awkward Charles Simeon first visited 
the home of the great evangelical patriarch, 
Henry Venn, the three Venn daughters 
could only laugh at his looks and manners. 
Henry Venn decided to teach them a les-
son. He took them out into the garden and 
told them to bring him a peach. As it was 
still early summer, they had to make do 
with an unripe one. 'Well, my dears, it is 
green now,' said the kindly old man, 'and 
we must wait; but a little more sun and a 
few more showers, and the peach will be 
ripe and sweet. So it is with Mr Simeon.' 
Venn saw what his daughters initially did 
not, that there was true spiritual life in the 
young Simeon. In this life we are to mature; 
perfection will come when Christ returns 
and we are made like Him for we will see 
Him as He is (1 John 3:3).

patient Growth

Last Word
with Peter Barnes

Growth comes from 
being true to what 

God has granted us; 
decay comes from 
failure to use what 

we have been given.


