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On what sexual 
journey is your 
school taking 
your child?
The idea that children need 
to be introduced to a variety of 
sex and gender identity issues so as 
to reduce bullying in schools is a moral 
fiction. Such activity amounts to the 
sexualisation of school children. Yet this 
appears to be an emphasis of the NSW 
Department of Education official Bully-
ing Policy.

This is despite the simple fact that bully-
ing based on sexual criteria is statistically 
far less significant than many other basis 
of bullying such as body shape, ethnicity, 
academic performance, language, and other 
important examples for bullying are over-
looked such as religion or income.

So why the flawed emphasis on sexualis-
ing children from the Department? In the 
five examples given in the Department’s 
official bullying policy gender and sexual 
issues are given the dominance with in-
stances for the basis of bullying; namely 
sex (presumed to mean gender), homo-
sexuality and transgender. While race and 
disability are also thrown in, the balance 
tips to an obvious preoccupation with 
gender and sex.

Respecting and accepting individual dif-
ferences and diversity has to do with much 
more than sex. It is revealing that respecting 
and being tolerant to those of faith is never 
mentioned in the policy.

Children are being taught a social fiction 
that anti-bullying must have a sexual pri-
ority. Worse, the Department under the 
guise of anti-bullying has opened the door 
to third party adult controlled bodies such 
as the ‘Safe Schools Coalition’, the ‘Wear it 
Purple Day’ and Minus18 whose agenda 
is focused solely on pressuring vulnerable 
school children to celebrate in particular 
the sexual variants to heterosexuality; spe-
cifically male and female homosexuality, 
bi-sexuality, transgender and now officially 
including still ‘questioning’ sexuality. 

There are superior alternative anti-bullying 
programs available which have a much 

broader respect of diversity and tolerance, 
than just sexual issues.

The Royal Australian and New 
Zealand College of Psychiatrists 
has defined sexualisation of 
children. Among other things it 
refers to the imposition of adult 
models of sexual behaviour and 

sexuality on to children and ado-
lescents at developmentally inappro-

priate stages and in opposition to healthy 
development of sexuality.

The Department of Education and Princi-
pals have invited adult run bodies with a 
narrow sexual agenda for supporting chil-
dren (in their own words) to “experiment 
with changing your appearance to better 
fit your identity”. They allow distribution of 
images and material encouraging children 
to cross dress showing a boy in a school 
dress and a girl dressed in male school uni-
form. This is viewed by some as institution-
al grooming of children and adolescents.

Their methods of promotion philosophi-
cally fail all genuine pedagogy and certainly 
are not constrained to PDHPE curriculum.

The ‘Safe Schools Coalition’ works closely 
with ‘Minus18’, another group totally pre-
occupied with non-heterosexual gender 
issues and run predominately by adults 
targeting the sexual nature of children, 
who shroud their promotions as decreas-
ing unknown levels of potential child-
hood ‘self-harm’.

Please write or contact your local member 
or the Premier and request that the Minister 
of Education immediately:

(1) Remove all forms of blatant sexualisation 
of vulnerable children from all NSW schools.
(2) Remove the Safe Schools Coalition 
and Wear it Purple Day programs from 
all NSW schools.
(3) Ensure that issues to do with sexual-
ity are properly handled within the formal 
curriculum and are contained within an 
unbiased and proper educational frame-
work at all times.
(4) Review and revise the Department’s of-
ficial Bullying Policy so that it properly re-
flects a balanced and broad basis of bullying 
and not a narrow sexual one.
(5) Introduce into the Department’s Bully-
ing Policy a specific written mention of tol-
erance and respect to protect the diversity 
of consciences of children with a faith.
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From the General Manager
with Wayne Richards

A public school which was banned 
from screening a movie promoting gay 
families in school time was trying to 
change children’s minds by promoting 
a gay lifestyle – effectively bringing the 
Mardi Gras inside our schools,  former 
PCNSW Moderator Mark Powell said.

Mr Powell, Moderator in 2014, spoke out 
in the electronic and paper media after 
prominent government high school, Bur-
wood Girls High, in Sydney, sent a flier 
saying all students would attend a spe-
cial screening of the documentary Gayby 
Baby during second and third periods on 
Friday August 28. 

Mr Powell, minister at Cornerstone, who 
runs a youth group in the area, was inter-
viewed by SBS TV, radio 2GB and 2UE, 
Channel 7 News, the Daily Telegraph and 
Channel 10’s The Project news show.
After the matter was brought to light in 
the media, Education minister Adrian 
Piccoli subsequently banned every school 
in the State from screening the documen-
tary during school hours.

Mr Powell said as well as being told to 
attend the movie viewing during school 
hours, the students had been instructed 
to wear purple clothing and purple cakes 
were going to be served after the movie.

“Initially parental backlash resulted in 
the school principal offering an option 
for students to be excluded from the film 
screening if they notified the school in 
writing,”Mr Powell said. “Then, Educa-
tion Minister Adrian Piccoli told the me-
dia he had reminded the secretary of his 
department that the government expected 
schools to remain apolitical places and 
that schools must comply with all depart-
mental policies.”

Mr Powell said many parents were upset 
about the cancellation of lessons to attend the 
movie, which was made by a former student.

“This is trying to change children’s minds 
by promoting a gay lifestyle,” he said in a 
front page story in the Daily Telegraph.

“Students are being compelled to own that 
philosophical view by wearing certain 
clothes and marching under a rainbow 
flag. Schools are supposed to be neutral 
and cannot propagate a political view.”

Mr Powell said one of the main things 

he had observed since the week he spoke 
out, was that it “took guts to stand out 
from the crowd.”

“Whether it be the prophet Daniel in the 
OT, Stephen the first martyr in the NT, Joe 
LeBrun at the recent National Labor con-
ference who refused to stand, politicians 
of Christian faith and convictions or in 
particular a vulnerable teenage school girl 
who dare to defy the first instruction, and 
then just "expectation" of her school Prin-
cipal by simply wearing only her school 
uniform to school...it takes real guts to 
stand out from the crowd,” he said.

“Shown on its own and with facilitated 
discussion afterwards it could have been 
perceived as being ‘educational.’  Howev-
er, this was not so much about education 
as it was about enforcing compliance to a 
radically different worldview.”

Mr Powell said there was actually a larger 
political power play happening behind 
the scenes. “This was not about Burwood 
Girls High School even though the mak-
ers of the film were originally from there. 
There is a homosexual political lobby 
group that goes under the innocuous 
name of the "Safe Schools Coalition." The 
stated aim on their own website is "A pub-
lic-private partnership in support of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender queer 
and questioning youth." They actively 
encourage students to engage in cross 
dressing (e.g. A boy to wear a girl's school 
uniform) as well as numerous other strat-
egies and suggestions to promote their 
particular ideological agenda. Currently 
they have 87 schools across the State of 
NSW signed up - as far away as Narrabri 
and as close to home as Homebush Boys.

“Initially I was only concerned about the 
girls who didn't want to attend because of 
the conflicted situation the Principal of 
the school had placed them in. However, 
what I have since discovered is that by 
allowing this "Safe Schools Coalition" to 
operate in our schools the Department of 
Education is in direct contradiction of its 
own guidelines!”

Gayby Baby film “promotes 
gay lifestyle in schools”
by Karen Forman

Mr Powell said one of the 

main things he had observed 

since the week he spoke out, 

was that it “took guts to 

stand out from the crowd”

The cartoon by Warren Brown accompanying the Daily Telegraph’s editorial on 25th August depicts in a 
perfectly humorous way their point that this was the influencing of ‘impressionable minds’.
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Special Report Special Report

Dr Ryan Anderson is the William 
E Simon Senior Research Fel-
low at the Heritage Founda-
tion in the USA and Founder 
and Editor of the online jour-
nal Public Discourse (www.
thepublicdiscourse.com). 

Dr Anderson recently visited Australia, 
sponsored by the Australian Christian 
Lobby to speak about same sex marriage.  
I attended his Sydney meeting held in the 
Strangers’ Dining Room at NSW Parlia-
ment House, the following is a summary 
of his speech. 

Why should the church be involved in the 
debates about the question of same sex mar-
riage?  Because we are called to be responsi-
ble citizens, we know that law shapes culture 
and affects belief and behaviour.  The way 
we define marriage, as being between a man 
and a woman or between any two people, 
will have a profound ef-
fect upon our culture.  

We believe that mar-
riage is a creation ordi-
nance, so that Govern-
ment takes a position 
on marriage (but not on 
sacramental issues) be-
cause marriage is a basic 
building block of socie-
ty.   No other institution 
in our society insists 
that children should be 
raised by both a mother 
and a father other than 
traditional marriage. 

The redefinition of marriage in the US has 
led to the introduction of three new terms:

The throuple, a threesome rather than a cou-
ple, a further extension of the redefinition of 
marriage to consist of any three people.

Monogamish rather than monogamy, the 
marriage relation is no longer exclusive but 
sexually open Wedlease rather than wed-
lock, the spouse is leased, marriage has an 
agreed use by date. 

The attitude of “I get what I want” trumps 
every other consideration.   When people 
are free to do their own thing, the rights 
of the unborn, whether foetal or ferti-
lised embryo, and of children may well 
be disrespected.  

The legalisation of single gender marriage 
has led to religious freedom being curbed, 
those who are conscience bound not to par-
ticipate in same sex marriage are seen to be 

bigoted, homophobic and discrimi-
natory.   Under US law such have 

been charged and fined, “bigots” 
are not tolerated.

The Marriage Equality group-
ings are not only wanting the 

right to marry but are insistent 
that everyone must fully accept the 

new definition of marriage. 

(Reference was made from the audience to 
Senator Dastyari’s reaction to Katy Faust’s 
remarks in support of traditional marriage 
on the ABC’s Q and A, two nights before.  
Dastyari accused Faust of peddling “Ameri-
can Evangelical clap trap”, offensive views 
and hate language and further, he stated 
that there were no reasonable arguments to 
be heard in support of traditional language.)

In answer to questions from the audience, 
Dr Anderson stressed the need to engage 
with our culture over the issue, saying that 

churches which had not 
done so in the US now 
regret their inactivity.  
Our pulpits, he said, are 
a place to inform con-
gregations about what 
God says about mar-
riage and they must not 
be silent.  

I am a member of the 
pastoral staff of the 
Chinese Presbyterian 
Church in Sydney.  At 
our recent staff retreat, 
we planned the preach-
ing program for 2016.  
Unusually for a Chinese 

church we have dedicated three Sundays 
next year to preaching on what God says 
about marriage and sex.  

Check out Facebook and you may be 
surprised by the number of professing 
Christians, maybe some from your own 
church, who have covered their Facebook 
image with a rainbow wash, supporting 
single sex marriage.  

The need for Christians to engage their 
mind, to think clearly, faithfully and lov-
ingly is always apparent but has never 
been greater.  

In my next column I want to outline how we 
will preach the three week series and some 
useful resources to help preachers. 

I urge you all to preach about this issue as a 
plebiscite/referendum is an imminent pos-
sibility and such a series on such a subject 
will always be helpful. 

SSM: Why should the Church 
be involved in the debate?
by  David Cook

The Bible has many references to God’s 
plan for humanity including how He 
wanted man and woman to come to-
gether, marry, and produce children.

Very early on, in Genesis, we read that “then 
the LORD God made a woman from the rib 
he had taken out of the man, and he brought 
her to the man. The man said, “This is now 
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out 
of ‘man.’”  For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, 
and they will become one flesh.”

There is no mention of man and man or 
woman and woman coming together in mar-
riage at all, or bearing children together.

Fast forward to 2015 and we have gay and 
lesbian people campaigning for the legali-
sation of marriage; a coalition which says it 
protects but may also promote homosexual-
ity in schools (see comments from John Mc-
Clean and Mark Powell) and, it appears, a lot 
of confusing and hurting people.

Meg* (not her real name) has come to the 
conclusion that maybe God’s plan for hu-
manity – most especially families - may have 
been for the best after all.

The 40(ish) year old professional from Syd-
ney has had a lot of time to think over her 
life choices in the past year, since her former 
same sex partner took her to court to try to 
gain custody of her child.

The couple was not married. Did not live to-
gether. Shared no financial ties. But they were 
a “couple” for a few years after her son was 
born and her partner grew to love her child. 
Now they have split up, the partner wants to 
continue a relationship with the child, but the 
birth mum wants a clean break. She has de-
cided the relationship was not healthy for her 
children for many reasons.

Despite the absence of any “marriage”or le-
gal commitment to each other and the lack 
of defacto relationship,  the Family Court of 
Australia has allowed the former partner to 
file for orders asking for time, including over-
night visits, with the boy.

Whether it will make those orders is a matter 
for the Court…and it could take months or 
even years to sort out.

Meanwhile, Meg is stressed out and her stress 
and uncertainty is taking its toll on both her 
own health and the wellbeing of her seven 
year old child, who does not want a relation-
ship with her former partner.

“What a huge mess,” she says. “It shouldn’t be 
like this”.

Not only does she have her ex-partner to be 
concerned about, she also has a sperm donor, 
a family friend, who has decided he wants to 
be a dad after all and not just the donor of the 
genetic material required to get her pregnant.
She’s astute and loving enough to her children 
to recognise that they do need a father figure 

in their lives, and dutifully invites him to im-
portant occasions like birthdays and school 
presentations, but is concerned that he may 
follow her former partner’s lead and choose to 
ask the courts for some custody as well.

“Now I am facing being told I have to give 
up my son to my former girlfriend, as well 
as finding the time on weekends for them 
to spend time with their father, while going 
about his normal life with me, which involves 
play dates and birthday parties and Saturday 
sports,” she says. “It’s such a mess.”

Interestingly Meg was raised as a Christian 
and sends her son to church with a relative 
most Sundays. Why doesn’t she go herself? 
“Because I will probably be judged and I can-
not give up who I am”.

That said, she recognises that her life choices 
have resulted in “a huge mess” and is cur-
rently single, unwilling to pursue another 
relationship which could have a negative im-
pact on her child.

So far, her son has not been the subject of 
bullying at school and Meg has no opinion 
on the Safe Schools Coalition.

At the moment, she just wants to understand 
how the Family Court can give her former 
partner a hearing.

• Names have been changed.

Safe Schools Coalition wants to reduce 
bullying, especially for LGBTI students 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and/or in-
tersex). If we object to the Coalition in 
our schools, we also need to be clear 
about bullying.

No one, especially not in our schools, should 
face bullying. Bullying in all forms — verbal, 
social, physical and on-line — intimidates 
or belittles the victim, usually as a way for 
the perpetrator to reinforce their own sense 
of importance. Words should be “helpful for 
building others up according to their needs” 
(Ephesians 4:29) not to curse those made in 
God’s likeness (James 3:9). The Christian 
ethic is to put others first (Philippians 1:1-
11). Breaking the Silence makes it clear that 
our churches should be safe from bullying. 
Similarly, we want all children in our state to 
feel safe and accepted and able to flourish.

Bullying can have a serious impact on peo-
ple. A study released last month reported 
that 60% of children who experienced bul-
lying had multiple health issues such as 
headaches, stomach aches, dizziness, nerv-

ous feelings or sleep problems. Bullying can 
have detrimental long term effects on edu-
cation and well-being. There are appalling 
cases in which bullying is a significant cause 
of suicide. 

Bullying is, sadly, a common part of the 
usual school experience. That it is common 
is no reason to think it is acceptable or to 
trivialise it. To that extent, the Safe Schools 
Coalition is right that no students should be 
bullied. LGBTI students deserve protection 
from bullying along with all other students.

However, the picture presented by the Safe 
Schools Coalition is questionable. The re-
cent study found that one in five children 
reported being bullied once a week. That 
is, the vast bulk of bullying in our schools is 
not directed at LGBTI students, who make 
up a small percentage of the school popu-
lation. The study also reported that year 4 
students (that is 10 year olds) experience 
the highest level of bullying. Bullying peaks 
in age groups in which sexual and gender 
identity are not an issue for most children. 
Not surprisingly, children from margin-
alised groups are most likely to be bullied. 
This includes LGBTI children, though the 

report found that students with disabilities 
are the most prone to being bullied. 

Programs addressing bullying should be 
targeted generally, not just for LGBTI stu-
dents, and should particularly focus in pri-
mary schools. The NSW schools have clear 
anti-bullying policies and can access a range 
of resources which are concerned for all 
children. These are a far better solution.

A further problem with the Safe Schools 
Coalition is the assumption that the only 
alternative to ‘bullying’ is endorsement of 
homosexuality. Bullying is linked to “in-
validation”, a slippery word. If any criticism 
counts as ‘invalidation’, then there can be no 
genuine moral discussion. It isn’t we expect 
government schools will teach the Christian 
sexual ethics. But Christian students and 
SRE teachers should be able to present the 
Christian view in respectful ethical discus-
sion. That isn’t bullying.

So that’s what we say to our state govern-
ment — we want every school student to 
feel safe from bullying and know that they 
can express their moral views in ways that 
respect each other.

Safe Schools Coalition doesn’t make safe schools
by  John McClean

The need for Christians 

to engage their mind, to 

think clearly, faithfully 

and lovingly is always 

apparent but has never 

been greater.  

Jeoff is our new GM
 
Jeoffrey Falls has been appoint-
ed as the new General Manager 
of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia in NSW.
 
Mr Falls, who has been involved 
with the Trustees of the Church for 
the past 14 years as chairman, was 
selected as preferred candidate by 
a selection committee whose rec-
ommendation was adopted by an 
emergency meeting of the General 
Assembly on September 28.
 
He takes over from Wayne Rich-
ards when Wayne retires on No-
vember 20.
 
Addressing the meeting, selection 
committee chair Rev Bruce Mel-
ler said 17 expressions of interest 
then seven applications had been 
received for the role.
 
Three applicants had been inter-
viewed, with the committee unani-
mously agreeing to recommend Mr 
Falls to the Assembly.
 
“We are deeply in Jeoff ’s debt,” Mr 
Meller said. “For 14 years he has 
led the Trustees through one of the 
most dire set of circumstances.
 
“We are also in God’s debt for the 
provision of a General Manager 
who comes to the job fully pre-
pared. He has been extensively 
involved with our schools and has 
served many years in Aged Care.”
 
The Assembly unanimously voted 
to approve the appointment. Mod-
erator, Rev Kevin Murray said he 
was delighted to welcome Mr Falls 
as the General Manager designate.

When God’s plan goes wrong
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Special Report News

Syrian refugee intake 
welcomed
The Australian Christian Lobby has  
welcomed the Federal Government’s 
response to the Syrian refugee crisis 
with the allocation of 12,000 addi-
tional places for asylum seekers.

The Presbyterian Church of NSW is repre-
sented by the ACL.

ACL Managing Director Lyle Shelton ap-
plauded the Government for acting in re-
sponse to the humanitarian crisis.

"This is an appropriate initial response but 
we hope more can be done in the future 
given the scale of the disaster, the worst 
humanitarian crisis since World War II.

“Today's announcement comes as a great 
encouragement to the more than 20,000 
ACL supporters who one year ago signed a 
petition urging the government to increase 
the refugee intake."

Mr Shelton said the Government was right 
to focus on persecuted religious minori-
ties, something ACL has long called for.

"Sadly Christians are bearing the brunt of 
persecution in the Middle East with a form 
of religious genocide occurring in Syria 
where Christians have lived for 2000 years.

"ACL believes that assistance should be 
based on human suffering. Naturally the 
most needy groups are religious minori-
ties like Christians, Yazidis, Mandeans and 
others. We support including these groups 
in the allocation, not merely because of 
their religion, but because of their need" 
Mr Shelton said.

ACL urges new PM 
to allow pro-marriage 
argument
Just a day after his appointment, the 
Australian Christian Lobby urged new 
Prime Minister  Malcolm Turnbull to 
retain the Coalition’s decision to hold 
a people’s vote on marriage after the 
next federal election.

ACL Managing Director Lyle Shelton said 
despite disagreeing with Mr Turnbull on 
the need to redefine marriage, he hoped 
Mr Turnbull would allow time for the pro-
marriage argument to be put.

“Those seeking to change the definition 
of marriage have had overwhelming sup-
port from the media, including through 
the banning of ads, and time is needed so 
all Australians can be allowed to hear the 
other side of the debate.

“I hope as Prime Minister Mr Turnbull will 
engage with the serious ethical issues as-
sociated with the government institution-
alising motherlessness and fatherlessness 
through legislation.

“We’ve not even begun to discuss the ethi-
cal dimensions surrounding commercial 
surrogacy and anonymous donor concep-
tion, both of which are needed to deliver 
‘marriage equality’,” Mr Shelton said.

“I hope Mr Turnbull will also consider 
how people whose views on marriage are 
deemed by the state to be bigoted will be 
allowed to exercise freedom of speech, 
conscience and religion.

“Mr Turnbull will need to explain how his 
vision for redefining marriage will allow 
Christian and Islamic schools to continue 
to teach the truth about marriage without 
falling foul of anti-discrimination laws.

“Given that we now have a Prime Minister 
who supports changing the definition of 
marriage and therefore family, it is more 
important than ever for people who sup-
port Judeo-Christian values to engage 
with politics.

“This is not a time to be passive or silent 
about the things that matter for a flourish-
ing society,” Mr Shelton said.

Greg Scott deals with figures all day 
at work in the General Office…then 
goes home and works on figures of a 
different kind.

The insurance manager, who works in PC-
NSW’s head office in Sydney’s Surry Hills, 
is a keen artist, who works in mosaics.

He has recently decided to create and do-
nate a mosaic to Beyond Blue, the organisa-
tion that works to support people with anxi-
ety and depression and related disorders.

“My connection with Depression has not 
been directly personal.  Instead mine has 
been seeing its huge impact on some of my 
friends,” he says.

“Their journeys have been individual.  One 
friend experienced an inability to hold her 
newborn baby and sadly to this day, some 
15 years on, continues to experience diffi-
cult emotions each time the child’s birth-
day approaches.

For another, depression was a significant 

factor in the break up of her marriage.

“And for another, her battle with De-
pression ended tragically with the loss 
of her life, taken by her own hand.

These sad stories are no doubt too com-
mon and so in response, I wanted to do 
something.  I took to what I can do.  I 
can make mosaics.

“I rummaged through my tiles and 
thought of the impact on my friends 
and the work of Beyond Blue.  The ac-
companying artwork is the result.’’

The mosaic depicts the alphabet twice 
over.  One set of 26 letters in upper case 
and a set of 26 letters in lower case which 
are all interspersed in random order.  De-
pression can affect both adults and chil-
dren and so the upper case letters repre-
sent adults (each with a name, that begins 
with a letter of the alphabet) and the lower 
case, children (also with a name).  Along 
with the letters are 10 butterflies.  

The butterfly, while being part of the Be-

yond Blue logo, to Greg represents that 
there can be some hope to release or escape 
from the terror of Depression in a positive 
way.  The flower which is at the centre of the 
work, represents growth and hope as more 
is done to assist those with Depression. 

*the artwork is 805mm H x 645mm W and 
22mm thick and weighs 9kg.

If you are concerned about depression in 
yourself or someone close to you please 
visit www.beyondblue.org.au

Greg figures Beyond Blue 
could use his mosaic

Once a term I teach SRE (Spe-
cial Religious Education) 
at Strathfield Girls High 
School. Hidden away in a 
side room are a number of 
paintings that former stu-
dents have previously sub-
mitted for their HSC. There is 
one piece in particular though that 
always makes me stop and stare. It’s 
of a beautiful but frightened young 
girl who is in the clutches of a gro-
tesque monster – the shape of a 
dark and shadowy naked man with 
one man already reaching around her 
shoulders. What makes the image so 
haunting are the girl’s eyes. They are 
unusually wide, and have a look that 
is filled with both sadness as well as 
a sense of innocence lost…
 
Tragically, through a confluence of fac-
tors, the Department of Education, cer-
tain sections of the media and in particu-
lar the Safe Schools Coalition (SSC) are 
complicit in their efforts to proselytize 
the hearts and minds of our children to 
a highly sexualized political agenda. You 
could even say that there is a whole new 
generation of children who are being sto-
len, but this time rather than being based 
on race it involves their sexuality.

The SSC was first given permission, as 
well as Federal funding to operate in 
our school system by Penny Wong (her-
self a lesbian) and Bill Shorten in the 
then Labor government. Shortly before 
losing power in 2013 Senator Wong set 
aside 8 million dollars for the program 
to be rolled out Australia wide. Accord-
ing to their own website they now have 
408 member schools, 7,585 staff trained, 
270,191 students in member schools and 
65 supporter organizations.

The goal of the SSC is to not only promote 
but also to normalize a whole range of 
sexual practices that children below the 
age of 18 are in reality not actually ready 
for. For example boys are encouraged to 
dress in a girl’s school uniform to explore 
whether or not they might be transgender. 
[see photo]

During the whole “Gayby-Baby fiasco” 
the General Manager of the Presbyte-
rian Church of NSW & ACT, Mr. Wayne 
Richards, accompanied me to nearly all 
of my media interviews. His assessment 
summed up the situation perfectly. “Un-
der the purported goal of “anti-bullying” 
what is really happening is the “institu-
tional grooming” of an entire generation 
of young Australians! This deliberate 

program of social en-
gineering is occur-
ring right under 
our noses with 
our children be-
ing intentionally 

targeted and in-
deed, “sexualized” 

as part of their tax-
payer funded public edu-

cation.” 

Let me give just one example 
to substantiate this explosive 
claim. The Minus18 website 
(which the SCC actively 
promotes) gives advice on 
how girls, who think they 
might be boys, can bind 
their chests so that their 
breasts won’t develop prop-
erly. The website explicitly 
states:

“All binding methods have 
some level of risk attached 
to them. Because you are 
compressing tissue, it can 
still cause damage and po-
tentially even breakages to 
your ribs – and remember, 
if things go wrong with your 
ribs, it has the potential to be 
lethal…” (emphasis mine)

Dr. Patricia Weerakoon, 
a sexologist with over 35 
years experience talks 
about there being a “neural 
plasticity” to the brain especially dur-
ing childhood and teenage years. This is 
because young people are constantly in 
the process of developing and so what 
goes in during puberty effectively gets 
hard wired. This is why pornography 
(which is often violent and always de-
grading to women) is so dangerous, es-
pecially during teenage years.

Puberty is a time when a child is search-
ing for an independent identity – and 
wants to be recognised and celebrated by 
their peers. What the SCC is telling our 
children is the way to do this is to explore 
your gender. At the end of the day the 
SSC is therefore anything but safe! Under 
the innocuous guise of anti-bullying it is 
actually engaged in the systematic brain-
washing of children towards unnatural 
and unwarranted sexual exploration. 

Adults should never target vulnerable 
children and as such everyone who has a 
heart for those at risk should demand that 
this federally funded government pro-
gram be removed from all State schools 
immediately. In particular, it’s time for the 

State Education Minister, Adrian Piccoli 
as well as the new Federal Education Min-
ister Mr. Simon Birmingham, to stand up 
for the rights of our children by protect-
ing the weak and defending those who are 
most vulnerable.

Is The Safe Schools Coalition truly safe?
By Mark Powell

EVERYONE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO wEAR 

THE UNifORm 
THAT mAKES THEm 

cOmfORTABLE.

NO ONE SHOULD  
BE mADE TO 

 fEEL UNEASY, 
ESpEciALLY wHEN 

THEY’RE  
AT ScHOOL.

wE SUppORT gENDER DiVERSE AND TRANSgENDER STUDENTS iN OUR ScHOOL. TRANSpHOBiA wiLL NOT BE TOLERATED

The Australian Christian Lobby 
(ACL) are helping to expose the 
so called 'Safe Schools Coalition' 
(SSC) at this website: 
safeschools.acl.org.au

You can find out whether this 
radical sexualising program is 
occurring at your particular school.
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News M&M

“Oh, wow! No way! You have to be 
kidding! Good grief!” These were just 
some of the expressions of wonder I 
heard as we approached the base of 
Niagara Falls recently.

In a dozen languages, people around me 
were responding to the might of this un-
ceasing, thundering spectacle. I’d never 
seen anything like it. Apparently no-one 
else had either. There are no words to de-
scribe something so vast, so incessant, so 
insistent, and so powerful.

There are several parts to the Niagara Falls. 
The main one is the Horseshoe Falls. Best 
seen from the Canadian side of the river, 
their height is not exceptional. They drop 
only 57 metres, but their volume – that is 
stupendous. Over half a million litres per 
second flow over the Horseshoe Falls. That’s 
168,000 cubic metres per minute.

That’s 168,000 tonnes. Roughly the weight 
of 80,000 cars – every minute! For per-
spective, the Sydney Harbour Bridge car-
ries 150,000 cars per day – per day, notice. 
The weight of all those cars is discharged 
over the Horseshoe Falls in just two min-
utes! And as you struggle to get your mind 
around that, downstream, and in addition 
to the flow over the Horseshoe Falls, there’s 
another waterfall that adds another 10% to 
the total flow of the river. It is staggering 
to behold. One fifth of all the world’s fresh 
water flows through this system every year. 
Is it any wonder that people are awestruck?

But here’s the thing – little boats at the 
bottom carry people to the base of this 
wonder and as they approach people’s re-
sponses change. 

Downstream there’s excitement. Cameras, 
smiles and chatter abound. People don the 
plastic ponchos so thoughtfully provided 
by the operators – blue for boats on the 
American side, red for boats on the Cana-
dian side – and prepare for an indescriba-
ble experience. Little do they know of what 
will confront them. The wind increases 
and whips spray all around with an inces-
sant change of direction. For a moment 
your eyes are clear, then they’re blasted 
again from one side or the other. 

Ponchos are drawn more tightly and the 
sounds of exclamation give way to giggles. 
The realisation that we are little people in the 
face of something so mighty grips everyone. 
And when the torrential spray becomes too 
great, people turn their faces and even their 
bodies to present their backs to the fury. 
I did. Eyes tightly shut. Camera carefully 
protected. And then I remembered where 
I was, that I’d paid for this experience, and 
that I’d never see it again in all likelihood. I 
opened my eyes and began to turn to face 
the Falls and, as I turned, I realised that eve-
ryone around me was turning back as I was 
– by some giant, unscripted choreography. 
Hundreds of people, captivated in wonder.

And there was silence.

No more chatter. No more 
giggles. No more exclama-
tions. Just silence. The roar 
of water and the howl of 
wind – and nothing else. 
It overwhelmed me, and 
in my mind there dawned 
the realisation that this 
was a foretaste of that im-
ponderable moment when 
every knee will bow and 
every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. That 
moment when the truth, 
in all its overwhelming 
weight, is undeniable. When the bare facts 
of life and the truth of God’s sovereignty can 
no longer be contested, and all mankind 
will acknowledge Jesus.

I thought, too, of that moment when the 
seventh seal is opened of which the Scrip-
ture says, “There was silence in heaven.” I 
thought of the unspeakable horrors that 
follow – the horrendous terror that assaults 
mankind and I was never so grateful for 
a Saviour. Absent the little boat, I would 
drown in an instant in the Niagara River. 
Absent my Saviour Jesus, the wrath of God 
would consume me without notice.

And I, too, was silent. Lost in wonder, 
love and praise.

And then another thought came to me. If 
every spectator is dumb before the Falls, and 
if every soul is silent before God – if eve-
ryone is awed by the marvel and grandeur 
of the Falls and by the ineffable majesty of 

God on the Great Day – what would it take 
amongst Christians for the world to look 
on now and be spell-bound? If the size and 
volume and noise of the Falls beggars the 
mind, what behaviour in Christians would 
cause others to be silent and, in wonder, to 
long to know the hope that lies within us? 
We know what it’s like when people fail, and 
others say, in deep disappointment, “I can’t 
believe they’d do that.” But what behaviour in 
Christians – what lifestyle – would grab the 
world’s attention so that people looked with 
admiration instead and said, “I can’t believe 
they’d do that – for me!” My mind jumped to 
Jesus’ words, “All men will know that you are 
my disciples if you love one another” (John 
13:35) and I recalled Tertullian, in the second 
century AD, expressing the hope that Chris-

tians would live in such a way 
that the world would be stilled 
in amazement and exclaim, 
“Look how these Christians 
love one another.” It was his 
answer to the question, what 
would it take for the world to 
notice – for the world to see 
something so spectacularly 
overwhelming that it grabbed 
the attention of everyone and 
brought them to silence. In his 
day and ours this truth stands, 
the world is longing to see peo-
ple who have learned to truly 
love; people who, demonstra-

bly, bear all things and endure all things for 
others. Can I do that? Can our churches do 
that? Can we proclaim the message of Jesus 
with absolute clarity of words and demon-
strate our absolute commitment to the truth 
by living in such a way that people would see 
our good works and give glory to our Father 
in heaven?

The Horseshoe Falls are stunning. Stu-
pendous. Outrageous. Overwhelming. 
Incessant. Torrential. Irresistible. Unstop-
pable – and more. But they are only a dim 
representation – a line drawing – a sketch 
– of something far more wonderful in Je-
sus where God’s love, in all its splendour, 
is made available to sinners and, by his 
power, mirrored to his world.

I remain overwhelmed. And there is si-
lence – and adoration.

Rev Bruce Meller is Superintendent, M&M

A N  E y E  O N  O u T r E A c H
by Bruce Meller

Absent my Saviour 
Jesus, the wrath of 

God would consume 
me without notice.

Pray for Syrians
September saw the Federal Govern-
ment decide to accept a number of 
refugees from war torn Syria.

As the Pulse went to press, the PCNSW 
had not yet looked at any action it might 
take, however, Gospel, Society and Culture 
Committee convener John McLean urges 
people to pray.

“We would urge the Federal Government 
to be generous in caring for people suffer-
ing in the Middle East, whether this in-
volves supporting safe havens or bringing 
refugees to Australia,”he said.

“Over the last few years we have been pray-
ing regularly for the church in Syria and 
Iraq as it has faced horrific suffering.

“We are encouraged that the Government 
has recognised this suffering. Christians are 
not the only group suffering, and we hope 
the Federal Government will extend gener-
ous support to all groups who are suffering.”
 
Mr McLean said as people who knew God’s 
generous welcome, we would wish to ex-
tend a welcome to people who were cur-
rently displaced in the Middle East.

“Our congregations would be willing to 
care for and support refugee families flee-
ing persecution and suffering,” he said.
 
“The Presbyterian Church of NSW has 
two Arabic speaking congregations which 
are very concerned for family, friends and 
fellow-believers in the Middle East.”

Vale Thomas Pascoe
It is with sadness that we report the 
recent passing of a husband, father 
and strong advocate of the Presbyte-
rian Church in Camden.

Tom was a long term member and Elder 
of St Andrews, Camden over the period 
1962 – 2015. He assumed and performed 
the role of principle church “greeter” over a 
period of in excess of 40 years and through 
such a simple role encouraged many on 
their journey of faith.

He was a leader and strong advocate 
of Presbyterianism in the aftermath of 
Church Union in the 1970s and together 
with his fellow elders and the support of 
Rev Fred Burke saw St. Andrews through 
some difficult times of securing the physi-
cal St Andrews property and maintaining 
Presbyterian Worship in Camden.

Even from his constant recent bouts of 
hospitalisation and finally his palliative 
care bed he was still championing God’s 
charter of salvation as a Presbyterian.

He is survived by his wife and church or-
ganist (over 50 years) and sons Malcolm 
and Graham and daughter Sharon and 
their respective families. (Children, grand-
children and great grandchildren)

Recognition for 
Barbara
PWA stalwart Barbara Bullen has re-
ceived an award from the National 
Council of Women for improving the 
status of women.

The award was presented to her at a lunch 
attended by the NSW Governor’s wife, Mrs 
Linda Hurley.

Barbara has been the Presbyterian Wom-
en’s Association State President from 2012 
to 2015. 

During that time she has encouraged 
and enabled women in PCNSW to follow 
Christ in their endeavours in Women’s 
Ministry in NSW.

She has travelled to city Parishes and with-
in the State to speak to women who have a 
heart for Christ and to encourage them in 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Over the past three years Barbara has ad-
dressed the NSW Assembly to speak to 
Ministers and Elders to tell them of the 
work that the women are doing in women’s 
ministry in the Presbyterian Church.

Barbara has been a PWA member for 
nearly 50 years and during that time has 
acted as branch President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. She has held positions on State 
Council as Elective Member and City Vice 
President. Barbara is a Deputy Convener 
of our PWA Home Mission and Church 
Extension Committee and assists with 
the Market Committee, Dorcas Commit-

tee making sandwiches for the homeless, 
PWMU committee as a Prayer partner.

Barbara works in her home church at 
which her husband Derek is the Parish 
Minister. Barbara is active in her work as 
Pastoral Care visitor, PWA member, help-
ing to organize many functions during the 
year. Barbara is also the volunteer church 
secretary. Over many years Barbara has 
assisted in Sunday School, Scripture at 
schools, Youth work and many other as-
pects of church life.
 
She is the Volunteer Pastoral Care Co-
ordinator for Manly Hospital. She organ-
izes training, speakers and looks after the 
Pastoral Care Volunteers giving them sup-

port and organizing rosters. Barbara is also 
a member of the Pastoral Care Board at 
Manly Hospital.

Also over many years she been a mem-
ber of Red Cross as volunteer and has re-
ceived many awards and medals. Barbara 
was very involved in the Red Cross door 
knock in the Hunter Valley, Dungog and 
Wagga Wagga for over 20 years until she 
was involved in full time ministry with her 
husband. During that time Barbara taught 
First Aid Courses, Child Care and Babysit-
ting courses through Red Cross at Newcas-
tle and Hunter Valley High Schools, TAFEs 
and Newcastle University. Barbara trav-
elled extensively teaching and examining 
First Aid to the upper Hunter teaching at 
many businesses. Barbara was actively in-
volved in running Junior Red Cross Clubs 
in many primary schools.

Barbara has many interests within the 
church and also in the community. Bar-
bara is involved in working for Allowah 
Presbyterian Children’s Hospital for intel-
lectually disabled children by organizing 
Jazz evenings to raise money. Barbara is 
also involved in the Presbyterian Inland 
Mission that sends Padres to the outback 
to minister and care for those who at times 
have it tough.

Barbara Bullen (centre) is honoured for her services to women.
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Profile with Karen Forman

If the people won’t come to church, 
then the church should go to the peo-
ple. That’s Rev Luke Tattersall’s take 
on ministry, whether it’s in the par-
ishes – or in the outside world.

Luke, minister at Balmain Presbyterian in 
Sydney since 2011, has for the past four 
years had a major emphasis on heading out 
into the community to bond with his catch-
ment area with initiatives including music 
and playtime groups, scripture teaching in 
the school, seniors group, men’s ministry 
and art and soul for women.

“It’s grass roots stuff,” he says. “Rather than 
waiting for people to come to us, we go to 
them in their own interest areas.”

 It’s the same concept with Sports Chaplain-
cy Australia, of which Luke has been chair 
for 15 years.

“We have 500 chaplains in sports groups 
now. When you consider that less than 10 
per cent of people come to church, but 95 
per cent come to sport...if we as a church 
can reach out to them, be the salt and light 
in their communities, then we can share the 
message about Christ,” he says.

“Churches need to fit people; we should not 
be making people fit churches. So if people 
are playing sport on Sunday mornings in-
stead of coming to church, we need to take 
church to them.”

Luke says that’s where chaplaincy breaks the 
mould. And on a smaller scale, that’s what 
he is trying to do in his own parish. 

Breaking the mould is something that the 
Sydney born school teacher is no stranger 
to at all.

Luke was born in the Sutherland Shire at 
Kirrawee. His dad was a teacher and the 
family moved to a tiny town near Mudgee 
when Luke was small, before returning to 
Sydney to Pennant Hills where they stayed 
for the remainder of his growing up years.
His parents were both keen Christians, but 
Luke was not.

“Strangely enough I had no interest in 
Christianity,” he recalls. “I sat in church and 
thought, ‘I have no idea what they are talk-

ing about’, until I was about 14 or 15, then I 
told my parents I didn’t want to go anymore.

“Five years later, Dad’s friend encouraged 
me to go to Epping Presbyterian Church to 
a big youth group which had boomed from 
having 20 kids each week playing games 
to 150 kids studying the Bible. I vividly re-
member him standing by my bed telling me, 
‘it’s time you went back so if you go for 4 
weeks I will never bother you again’.

Admittedly, Luke did not want to be there 
the first week. In the second week he re-
alised the other kids there had something 
he did not.

“By the third week I was seeing 150 people 
who had a personal relationship with God 
and although if tested, I could have the an-
swers to Biblical questions, I knew I didn’t 
have that kind of relationship.”

Among the group was Debra, his future 
wife, but of course he didn’t know that he 
would be marrying her back then either.

“The crazy thing was that five or six years 
later, that same youth group had dwindled 
back down in numbers. I was there at its 
height...when I most needed it,”   Luke says. 
“I know seven Presbyterian ministers who 
were converted during that period…and yes 
that includes me. On the fourth week, Rich-
ard Quadrio gave me a lift home (I had no 
car and no job) and asked if I wanted to be 
picked up the following week. 

“I said yes and sometime in the next couple 
of months I became a Christian. I think the 
attraction of that group was that people let 
God be everything in their lives.”

Debra’s memories of the younger Luke 
from that period were of an “angry young 
man when he first turned up with a bit of 
no direction”.

Luke read “more books in that first year 
than ever before” and Debra noticed he was 
“growing a lot.”

Still God had His plans for this pair and they 
started a relationship in 1980; marrying in 
1982 and moving to the inner city where 
Deb was at uni studying medicine and Luke 
was studying to become a teacher. 

“I only ever wanted to do one thing and that 
was, be a teacher like my father,” Luke says.
“Unfortunately I had not approached school 
well, only passing music, so I wangled my 
way into uni as a mature aged student.”

The couple visited Papua New Guinea 
and was so taken by the country and its 
people and the desperate need for teach-
ers and doctors, that they decided to go 
to work there.

In order to get better equipped for the 
journey ahead, Luke decided to head off to 
theological college. At that point, he wasn’t 
considering entering the ministry because 
he had a desire to communicate the Gospel 
in other ways.

While studying at Moore College he was 
encouraged to consider becoming a Pres-
byterian candidate. He was drawn to min-
istry for the  opportunity it gave to commu-
nicate the gospel clearly. “I did three years 
at Moore College and studied part time at 
the Presbyterian Theological College (now 
Christ College), finally exiting in 1989 to 
Mullumbimby/Byron Bay parish.

With Debra and their growing family, Luke 
was to spend a decade in Northern NSW. 
But he is first to admit   going from city to 
country and student to parish minister was 
quite an adjustment.

“When I arrived I was 28 and clueless,” he 
says. “I wasn’t keen on moving away from 
the city. Phil Campbell was in my year at 
Moore College and we exited together to 
churches very close together.  

“We leaned on each other a lot. Talked on 
the phone at least once a day, both encour-
aging and checking up on each other.”

On arrival, Luke found he had two congre-
gations of around 30 people each – and only 
seven were under the age of 60 at Byron Bay.

“My first goal was to meet everyone in 
church, talk to them one on one,” he says of 
how he tackled his first ministry job.

“At college, a lecturer had suggested not to 
change anything in the first 12 months of ar-
riving at a new church. 

Continued on p.27 

Luke TaTTersaLL:
T a k i n g  T h e  C h u r C h  T o  T h e  p e o p l e

When Facebook announced recently that 
one  billion people worldwide accessed the 
social media platform on just one day, it 
was big news. 

One in seven people on the planet had 
been on Facebook in 24 hours. It was an-
other milestone for social media and, at 
face value, it was just another ‘quirky’ sta-
tistic in an overload of information about 
this pervasive medium. 

For most people, social media is one of 
many channels for entertainment and a 
good way to stay in touch with friends. 
But like the iceberg, there’s more to it un-
der the surface. 

The good news is that many churches use 
technology to expand their missions, deep-
en relationships within their communities.  
At a day-to-day level it allows  people to 
store large amounts of information with 
ease, has changed the way we work and im-
proved medical outcomes.

On the negative side, Pather says in her 
report that: “Christians could find them-
selves spending more time with their virtu-
al relationships, rather than their real ones 
— choosing these for their lack of face-to-
face encounters to mask their true selves. 
“Christians could also find that their hun-
ger for constant information feeds from 
the Internet is beginning to distort their 
Christian worldview and mindset.”

Australia leads the world in time spent on 
social media sites — 29 per cent of which is 
spent on Facebook.  Pather says that using 
Facebook is not necessarily a waste of time.
“Interacting with people can contribute 
positively to life,” she says. 

“Social networking, however, can be de-
manding and distracting – there are time 
costs in creating content, responding to 
questions (sometimes too quickly and 
without reflection) and following ‘friends’.”
The paper also warns that there can be 
information overload, “not only from the 
volume of information available but also 
from having to critically evaluate this in-
formation to discern what is reliable, good 
and useful.

“Social networking can make it more difficult 
for us to develop meaningful relationships. 

“It does not have to replace real-life rela-
tionships but for some people there is the 
danger that the more they communicate 
through social networks, the more they 
isolate themselves and become unable to 
sustain meaningful conversations and gen-
erally uncomfortable in face-to-face rela-
tions. This has the potential to negatively 
impact mental health. 

“It is now also well recognised that technol-
ogy can be an avenue for addiction. People 
who fall into addiction tend to neglect their 
duties and relationships in real life. 

“They become increasingly incapable of 
coping with reality, preferring to flee to 
their own world to where they feel they 
have more control. Technology can feed 
and drive this addiction.”

Pather concludes the report by reminding 
Christians that “We are called to glorify 
God in all that we do… including in our 
use of technology. Technology should be 
used to enhance our lives and real face-
to-face relationships and interaction, not 
replace them. 

“We need to evaluate technology and be 
intentional about how we use it and delib-
erate about the place that it has in our lives. 

“As Christians we need to guard how we 
spend our time and be cautious of technolo-
gies that potentially draw us away from God 
and His kingdom while at the same time be-
ing wisely opportunistic about how we use it 
for the growth of the kingdom of God.”

A B O u T  T HE  Ic T  PA P E r Au T HOr
Nalini Pather is a senior lecturer in medi-
cal sciences at the University of New South 
Wales in Sydney.  She holds a doctoral 
degree in cell biology and additional post-
graduate qualifications in university learn-
ing and teaching. Her areas of research 
include clinical anatomy, medical educa-
tion and ethics.  Nalini, husband Glen and 
two energetic boys are part of the family 
at Randwick Presbyterian Church, where 
they lead a mission-focussed ministry. 
For other resource papers go to 
www.gsandc.org.au

GS and C

96 per cent of households with 
children under 15 years of age 
have access to the Internet at 
home, as compared to 78 per cent 
of households without children 
under 15 years of age.

77 per cent of households have 
broadband Internet access, while 
84per cent  of Australians use 
mobile phones to access the In-
ternet. Yet only 1 in 5 websites are 
mobile optimised.

Between April-June 2014, Aus-
tralians downloaded one million 
terabytes (ie one exabyte) of data 
via broadband, and 38 thousand 
terabytes via mobile data - a ten-
fold increase in five years.

Of the 200 social media platforms 
worldwide, Australia has 13.8 mil-
lion users of Facebook; 4.8 million 
users of Tumblr; 4 million users of 
Instagram; three million users of 
Twitter, Blogspot and LinkedIn; 
and 1 million users of SnapChat. 
The largest age segment of users 
is 25-34 year olds.

89 per cent  of Facebook users 
watch video content via its links.

 G S  A N D  c  P A P E r  l O O k S  A T 

social media

G S AND C

IN T E rNE T  u S E  IN  Au S T r A l I A 

The Gospel, Society and Culture committee of the church produces resources to help Christians navigate our often complex 
world. This report is an extract from the Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) resource paper written by Nalini 
Pather and published in full on the GS&C website - www.gsandc.org.au. A second paper on ICT is being prepared.
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From the

moderator  
W I T h  R T  R E v  K E v I N  M U R R A y

What Are We?
Given enough time, any organisation will forget why it was found-
ed. As the organisation settles into a routine, as it carries out its 
procedures, it takes a lot of time and energy to remind every 
member why it was founded. 

One of the reasons that we exist as the people of God is to tell people 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And yet, it’s very easy to forget that. Satan loves it when we get in-
volved in petty squabbles or when something other than the glory of 
God and his eternal gospel dominates our horizon. 

We’ve all watched in horror as some Christian denominations have 
totally lost their way as other things have come to define the reason 
for their existence.

What are we most like, a cruise ship or a lifeboat? The people on a 
cruise ship are there for one thing - to relax and enjoy themselves. 

They want comfort. They want their food prepared for them. 

They expect that someone else will clean the dishes. Now, that’s not 
what we want to be like as a denomination. 

However, there may be times when we unconsciously think and act 
like that. It’s very very easy to sit back and forget about the mission 
that the Lord Jesus Christ has given us. It’s very easy to just enjoy be-
ing a Christian without much thought for those in our own street and 
workplace who don’t know Christ.

The people in a lifeboat, who have just left a sinking ship are, on the 
other hand, very aware of their circumstances. They appreciate the 
danger from which they have just escaped.

 They know that they must search for and rescue anyone who is still 
in the water. It’s a desperate situation.

As I write, it’s the 150th anniversary of the founding of the China 
Inland Mission, later to become the Overseas Missionary Fellow-
ship. On Sunday, June 25th, 1865, Hudson Taylor went to church 
in Brighton, England, but soon walked out. He wrote in his diary 
“…unable to bear the sight of a congregation of a thousand or more 
Christian people rejoicing in their own security, while millions were 
perishing from lack of knowledge, I wandered out on the sands alone, 
in great spiritual agony; and there the Lord conquered my unbelief, 
and I surrendered myself to God for this service.…There and then I 
asked Him for twenty-four fellow-workers.”

In the late 19th century CT Studd was the celebrity English cricketer 
of his time. However, he gave it all away to lead a group that came to 
be known as the ‘Cambridge Seven’. 

These were some of the brightest men of their generation who 
left fame and fortune behind so that they could serve as mis-
sionaries to China. 

Studd once wrote “Some want to live within the sound of church or 
chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell.”

What drove Taylor and Studd and those that would later join them? 
What drove those that saw that the Presbyterian Church was founded 
in the colony of NSW? It was the knowledge that without a living 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, people are going to hell. 

That is not a popular thought today but it is what the Bible clear-
ly teaches.

It’s very easy to domesticate mission in our own backyard. It’s very 
easy to become so comfortable with our setting and our culture that 
we begin to look more like a cruise ship than a life boat. 

Recall the words of Jesus “the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
what was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

We need to keep on reminding ourselves that we are people who have 
been commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ, to take the gospel to the 
ends of the earth and in our own backyard.

 We need to think like missionaries wherever God has placed us.

So what are we? 
A cruise ship or a lifeboat?

Moderator Testimonial

A N  H I S T O r I A N ’ S  S T O r y 

A PhD candidate at Macquarie Univer-
sity and a lay preacher at Hawkesbury 
District Presbyterian Church, my life was 
not always as honourable as it is today.

But I have always been exposed to history 
and the Bible as far back as my memory 
stretches, and looking back now, I can see 
that these two sources of learning, when 
brought together in my life have strength-
ened my faith immeasurably.

Some might question bringing together 
history and belief, evidence and faith.

But I think it actually makes for a very 
happy marriage of sorts. That is because 
strengthening one’s faith in facts has a 
strong Biblical basis. 

As Hebrews 11:1 puts it, a healthy faith ‘is 
confidence in what we hope for and assur-
ance about what we do not see.’ 

Obviously, human beings have not yet in-
vented a time machine and we can’t simply 
go back in time to see what life was like for 
the Christians of the first century. But we 
can investigate for ourselves those writings 
and artefacts the ancients left behind for us 
to find, and learn from them, including the 
Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life and the Letter 
to the Hebrews itself. 

Indeed, even the writer of that epistle be-
lieved such, writing in the very next verse 
that confident and assured faith, ‘is what 
the ancients were commended for.’ (He-
brews 11:2) Learning from the faith of the 
ancients, therefore, can inspire us, and can 
be beneficial to our own faith.

However, there was a time when I had my 
doubts that the study of ancient history 
could have any benefit at all to my Chris-
tian walk. When I was much younger as a 
first-year Arts student, being a Christian 
was hard. Surrounded by sex, drugs, and 
rock ‘n’ roll, it didn’t help matters much 
that many of the university’s teachers were 
atheists. Young students are so impression-
able and when peers and mature teachers 
say your faith is naïve, uninformed, and 
unsubstantiated, sometimes you give in 
and begin to believe them. So, for a while 
there my faith in God was very weak, flim-
sy even, and lacking a solid foundation. 
The voices telling me God does not exist 
just seemed all too consuming.

But that was then. Happily, that spiritual 
dryness could not last long. Soon I began 
to study the New Testament as part of my 
course and examine its historical reliability, 
and very quickly it became clear to me as 
an historian that as a source of information 

about Jesus, Judaism, and the early Church, 
the Bible really is infallible! But not only 
did I rediscover a reliable historical source 
– I found a Spirit-inspired one too, and one 
that made me put my faith in Jesus Christ. 
From that point on Jesus’ words rang truer 
in my life than ever before: ‘If you hold to 
my teaching, you really are my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.’ (John 8:31-32)

When I became convinced about the truth 
of Jesus, I really was set free too. I found 
his love, not just for me but for all of us, as 
expressed to the point of death on a cross 
and beyond, and I found his real, factual, 
and historically verifiable life power, as dis-
played in his life on earth and beyond as 
well. I had discovered life’s greatest treasure 
– I had certainty about God, His love for 
us, and His burning desire to have a rela-
tionship with every one of us. No univer-
sity, or any learning institution, can manu-
facture that. God Himself had provided 
that strong foundation and framework my 
faith had needed for so long.

Much time has passed since then. Now, my 
faith is stronger than ever, and I am proud 
to say that I am a member of a scripture-
loving Presbyterian church in South Wind-
sor in Sydney’s northwest, and preach there 
as a lay-preacher on occasions. I can truly 
say I’m living the life.

I am also studying ancient Roman history 
at the highest level at Macquarie University 
and am even a published author, having 
written on many ancient and Biblical top-
ics for Archaeological Diggings Magazine 
over the past nine years, showing readers 
all over Australia how beautifully archae-
ology and ancient history vindicate the Bi-
ble’s integrity. I have also authored the re-
cently released book Finding the Lost Years 
of Jesus: A Christian Approach, which 
draws on ancient evidence to show that the 
Bible’s claims about Jesus are factual.

Of course, you don’t need to be an histo-
rian to draw that same conclusion, or study 
history to have a strong faith. You can see 
God’s invisible qualities simply by looking 
at the people and the things around you. 
But if we want to gain more understand-
ing of God and His creation, as well as our 
own place in creation, we really do need to 
familiarise ourselves with Jesus and get to 
know him well.

That can be difficult in a fallen world in 
which we can be weak from time to time, 
but if you want the truth, and if you want 
true freedom, give what the Bible says 
about faith in Jesus Christ a try, and see for 
yourself how factual the Bible is, and how 
strong your faith can become.

“...not only did I rediscover a 
reliable historical source – I 
found a Spirit-inspired one too, 
and one that made me put my 
faith in Jesus Christ.”

a  T e s T i m o n y  b y
d a r y n  g r a h a m

C.T. Studd
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PY Chaplaincy PY Metro

Simon Wong, along with his wife, 
Stephanie are METRO Trainers for 
Shirley Lam at Gracepoint Presby-
terian Church, Lidcombe.  They are 
nearing the end of the 2-year program 
and here reflect on their experience as 
trainer and trainee.

METRO TRAINER: 

Simon Wong
how has your experience of being a 
metro trainer been?
This is the second year of being a METRO 
trainer and I do have to say that being in-
volved in METRO as a trainer has to be one 
of the highlights of my ministry as a pastor. 2 
Timothy 2:2 reminds us that we always need 
to be committed to raising up new leaders 
who will carry on the ministry of the Gospel 
beyond our time. As such, there is a lot of joy 
that comes from knowing that METRO is 
supporting me in training Shirley to be fur-
ther equipped for the service of God and His 
Kingdom. My wife Stephanie and I spend a lot 
of time with Shirley: reflecting on ministry, 
talking through pastoral issues and thinking 
about how better to serve the Gospel.

What have you learned personally as 
a metro trainer?
While there are a lot of positive moments in 
training someone to be equipped for future 
Gospel ministry, I have learned that it re-
quires significant personal investment. As a 
pastor, there are often numerous urgent and 
important demands but making an invest-
ment to train Shirley for long term ministry 
means forgoing what could be done today for 
the sake of what someone else will accom-
plish later on in life.

This means that ‘less’ ministry is dealt with 
by me here today so that ‘more’ ministry can 
be done by Shirley perhaps even in a totally 
different place in the years to come.

Which book of the metro program 
have you found particularly worth-
while reading?
We spent some time working through Bry-
an Chapell’s ‘Christ-Centered Preaching’ 

and focused on chapters that looked at how 
to teach and apply God’s Word to our peo-
ple. One major pitfall Christian leaders and 
teachers often fall into is motivating people 
by guilt, fear and shame by simply telling 
people to ‘be godly’ and to ‘be good’. It is both 
easy and thoroughly anti-Gospel to teach by 
pointing out people’s shortcomings.

Rather, Chapell’s book encourages us to care-
fully consider how each passage points to 
God’s grace which is the prime motivation 
for us to live transformed lives. We are not 
called to obey out of fear of God or because 
we are ashamed of how far we fall short, in 
fact we obey because we have seen the good-
ness of God in Jesus and so are compelled by 
his love to live for him (2 Corinthians 5).

METRO TRAINEE: 

Shirley lam
My time in METRO has been a time of in-
credible privilege and nourishment, best cap-
tured as pot plant life.
 
Loving Care: My husband Harry and I are al-
ways grateful for the constant mentoring and 
love from Simon and Steph. As they sowed 
seeds of biblical teaching and watered us with 
their guidance, honesty, teaching, feedback, 
encouragement, experience and correction 
over the past 5 years, we’ve grown a lot un-
der their care. When we started METRO, our 
coach Paul reminded us that as trainers and 
trainee, we have to always be on each other’s 
side and that confidence has really reinforced 
the trust between us.
 
I’ve been challenged to think theologically 
through tough books like ‘The Atonement’ by 
Leon Morris. It’s amazing how understanding 
the Old Testament really enriches our under-
standing of who Jesus claimed to be and what 
he did. I found particularly fascinating how 
the Jewish worshippers would have to kill the 
sacrificed animal personally to show that they 
understood how their sin deserved the most 
serious punishment – ie what they did war-
ranted the death penalty and they have to own 
their sin. As the song ‘How Deep the Father’s 
Love for Us’ says: ‘It was my sin that held Him 
there, until it was accomplished’; I’ve realised 
that I shy away from admitting that my spe-
cific actions actively caused Jesus’ death, while 

being happy to confess that ‘Jesus died for our 
sins’ collectively. Reminding myself of this 
causality is confronting and uncomfortable, 
yet crucial in having a right view of the devas-
tation of sin and understanding God’s charge 
against us.
 
Real Growth: When I started METRO, I 
thought growth would be in the form of bet-
ter ministry skills through 2 years of ‘church 
work’. However, God has been pruning me 
to understand the paramount importance 
of cultivating character (holiness) in God’s 
workers: dependence on God, faithfulness, 
humility, compassion, empathy, teachabil-
ity, love, honesty and a repentant heart. I’m 
learning to see the unfading beauty and 
strength emanating from those who are ea-
ger to listen to His voice. Impressive results in 
ministry may steal the limelight temporarily 
but those who delight in God and are sus-
tained by Him are the ones that speak loudest 
of His greatness in the long run.
 
Room to Grow: Through METRO, I’m 
thankful for the opportunity to grow through 
the ‘re-potting’ process: constantly being 
stretched by experiencing different minis-
tries and being confronted by my weaknesses 
while not knowing what was to come. I’ve 
come to realize that praying and relying on 
God isn’t just a good thing but a necessity! 
In hindsight, it has really been God who set 
the agenda for my training through bringing 
unbelievers into our lives who were open to 
reading the bible with us. Coming from a 
corporate world of precedents and proce-
dures, it really stressed me out to not have all 
the answers, but also a comfort to realise that 
while no one can predict the future or change 
hearts, God can and He does. I’m continu-
ing to learn to trust that Jesus will build his 
church through his power for his glory.

To obtain an information brochure about 
the METRO program or speak with a mem-
ber of the METRO Team please contact  
admin@metro.edu.au

a  n aT i o n a l  p r o g r a m
In 2007 the Australian government estab-
lished the National Schools Chaplaincy Pro-
gram (NSCP). The goal of this Program was 
to make available the support that commu-
nity-funded chaplains already provided in 
other states. Chaplaincy has been operating 
in Queensland public schools for 25 years 
and in Victoria for almost 50 years.

Due to its success the Program was extended 
in 2012 and continued in 2015. The Federal 
Government is currently committed to fund-
ing the program until the end of 2018 through 
the respective State Governments.

Each state and territory now needs its own 
grant application process so that all schools 
wanting a Chaplain can apply. There is 
no automatic rollover for previous grant 
schools, and not all schools will be success-
ful. The NSW Department of Education and 
Communities (DEC) is responsible for the 
application process for NSW state schools.  

g e n e r aT e  m i n i s T r i e s
Generate is the largest 
provider of School Chap-
lains in NSW, with 150 
School Chaplaincies, and 
growing to 250 by 2016. 
Generate partners with 
schools in the recruitment, training, super-
vision and ongoing professional develop-
ment of School Chaplains. This ensures the 
placement of high quality Chaplains who are 
well equipped to support young people and 
strengthen local communities.

T h e  r o l e  o f  a  C h a p l a i n  i n 
s h a p i n g  W e l l b e i n g
School Chaplaincy is a dynamic program 
that is tailored to the needs of the school. 
The specific tasks and timetable of the 
Chaplain are set by the Principal who best 
understands the specific needs of the school.

Chaplains assist in key areas of a student’s 
wellbeing from peer and adult connected-
ness to school and community engagement. 
Chaplains are qualified, trained, and accred-
ited. A Chaplain does not provide clinical or 
specialised care but rather pastoral care that 
shows a clear understanding and awareness 
of how to promote wellbeing. A vital aspect 
of which is an understanding of how and 
when to refer to other services.

The National Curriculum recognises the 
need to develop General Capabilities in 
students. Chaplains are able to support and 
encourage development in areas addressed 
in the National Curriculum including: Per-
sonal and Social Responsibility, Ethical and 
Inter-cultural Understanding.

W h y  b e C o m e  a  C h a p l a i n ?
Many Chaplains agree that being a School 
Chaplain is one of the most rewarding jobs 
available. Chaplains are able to run specific 
programs tailored to the needs of the school 
such as grief and loss, resilience building and 
anti-bullying. Chaplains also provide one-
on-one care, mentoring and support for stu-
dents, parents and staff. Chaplains network 
with the local community to provide a broad 
range of support services to the school.

‘School Chaplaincy is an amazing opportu-
nity and responsibility, to help today’s gen-
eration, and offer a message of hope, in the 
classroom, playground and staff room’

‘I have always wanted to be a School Chap-
lain. It provides an opportunity to serve an 
entire school community in my local town 
where I can truly make a positive difference’

‘Chaplaincy is incredibly rewarding in every 
area; community, school culture, the young 
people’s lives and personally’

‘I see school chaplaincy as a strategic role 
given by God where His people can minister 
into students’ lives to sow the seeds of His love 
and make a real difference, not only in their 
immediate lives but in the future’

‘Chaplaincy offers a great opportunity to 
reach into the hearts and minds of students 
and their parents’

NSW has a growing number of state schools 
who recognise the value of the Chaplaincy 
program and are seeking to secure a trained 
support worker in their school to care for 
their students and wider school community. 
They are looking for qualified individuals 
who are seeking to have an impact in the 
lives of young people helping them to thrive.

School Chaplains are required to have as a 
minimum a Certificate IV in Youth Work 
or Pastoral Care (or designated equivalent) 
– which is available through the Timothy 
Partnership (www.timothypartnership.
com.au). Degree or diploma-qualified can-
didates in education, social work, psychol-
ogy, welfare, youth work or ministry will 
in most cases be deemed to have met mini-
mum qualifications.

h o W  W i l l  m y  C h a p l a i n  b e 
f u n d e d ?
Currently the majority of Chaplains are 
funded through a Federal Government 
grant under the National Schools Chap-
laincy Program (NSCP). The Federal Gov-
ernment grants are administered through 
the Department of Education, and the ma-
jority of grants in 2015 were for amounts of 

$18,950 p.a. This provides for a 9.5 hour a 
week Chaplaincy Service.

a p p l i C aT i o n  p r o C e s s  f o r 
2 0 16 -2 0 18  g r a n T s
The State Government has announced that 
applications for the 2016-2018 (3 years) 
grants will be open to all NSW schools in 
Semester 2 of 2015. The application form 
will be provided directly to all schools by 
the Department of Education.

h o W  C a n  i  f i n d  o u T  m o r e ?
If you would like to know more about the 
Chaplaincy program, how to get a chap-
lain for your school, or how to apply for a 
chaplaincy grant, you can contact Peter Ad-
amson at PY on 02 8567 4700, or contact 
Generate Ministries direct to discover more 
about the myChaplain program!  
Call: 02 8268 3328 
Visit: www.mychaplain.org.au 
Email: info@generate.org.au

being a minisTry Trainer 
helps me be a beTTer pasTor simon Wong (meTro Trainer) 

& shirLey Lam (meTro Trainee)
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7  Way s  C h a p l a i n s  a s s i s T  
W e l l b e i n g
1. mentoring and role modelling 

2. Small group Program 

3. educational Support (including in-class 
help) 

4. extra-curricular activities – eg coaching 
teams, going on camps. 

5. Connecting with the Community 

6. referrals - Understanding where the role 
of a Chaplain stops and where referring to 
other professional services begins is vital to 
ensuring wellbeing.

7. Informal Conversations - A significant part 
of the Chaplaincy role is being available for 
students when they need to talk. 

s u s a n  m a s T e r s  from 
Cootamundra Presbyterian 
Church is the local chaplain 
at Cootamundra Public 
School.  Susan serves the 
Cootamundra Public com-
munity by working alongside 

the learning and support team 
to facilitate the wellbeing of our 

students and their families. If you would 
like to find out more about what Susan is 
doing in Cootamundra or support towards 
increasing the chaplaincy hours at this 
school please go to http://mychaplain.org.
au/mychaplain/susan-masters/

WHY
C h a p L a i n C y ?
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Christian Petersen didn’t want 
to study. In fact he kept find-
ing reasons not to. 

Excuses like: “I’m too busy 
with work!”, “I don’t want to 
move to the city”, “I can’t afford 
to be a student again!” He was 
helping out with youth ministry at 
his local church, and he’d toyed with the 
idea of getting more involved and studying 
theology, but at his age and stage in life, he 
says he definitely wasn’t ready to study. 

All his excuses however melted away when 
he broke his leg and ankle and had three 
months off work. This happened just a 
couple of months before he and his wife 
had their first child. Then a week after their 
daughter was born, Christian found him-
self unemployed. 

His Minister at the time fortuitously 
turned up on his doorstep a few days after-
wards, with information about the Timo-
thy Partnership (TP) Diploma of Theol-
ogy, and as Christian says, “All my excuses 
were dissolved. I was no longer busy with 
work, wasn’t earning any more than a stu-
dent would any longer, and, with TP being 
offered by correspondence, I didn’t need to 
move to the city!” 

Christian though hadn’t been in a class-
room for the best part of a decade. 

Initially he was concerned about being 
a mature age student, and that his brain 
wouldn’t cope with going back to study, 
particularly studying theology. He says, 
“Theology in particular brought to mind 
images of old guys in robes sitting around 
stroking their beards and discussing the 
intricacies of the bible using language no-
body else understands. My biggest con-
cern was that my rather simple view of the 
world, God and the Bible wouldn't be ad-
equate enough to hold up to the rigours of 
theological study.”

Fortunately he found it different to his pre-
conceived notions!

“I've been in classes with people from all 
walks of life, backgrounds and situations. 
Whilst there are certain expectations aca-
demically, as would be expected, the TP 

team have been more than happy to 
help me out in my moments of 

feeling academically out of my 
depth.”

One of the questions often asked 
is, “How will I fit my studies 

around my everyday life?” 

Christian responded this way, “I think 
the flexibility of TP was the key feature for 
my choice. I could study full-time or as lit-
tle as one subject a semester, anywhere I 
had internet connection or for short peri-
ods without internet if I needed, and if I 
did get a little work I didn't need to fit it 
around lectures or Uni classes.” 

Christian has been studying quite intense-
ly, doing 3 units a semester, in order to fin-
ish off his Diploma studies as quickly as he 
could. He said that when he first started 
studying, he’d spend at least 3 days trying 
to study his units (if he wasn’t distracted by 
his cute children!).

Then a significant change in the direction 
of his family’s life saw them move to Cow-
ra NSW, where he now teaches SRE for 2 
days early in his week, as well as helping 
out at his local church youth group.  He 
then uses the other 3 days a week for study. 

He has obviously become more practiced, 
as he also says, “I still manage to find time 
to help out with 2 primary school Scrip-
ture classes on Wednesday and even the 
occasional mid week fishing trip with my 
minister.” Plus he also finds time to check 
on how his wife and children are going 
with their busy days, and he also helps out 
with his local church’s youth group, 
 
One of the highlights for Christian as he 
has studied with The Timothy Partner-
ship were the moments when things just 
‘clicked’ for him.

He calls these his ‘light bulb’ moments, 
when things really went click in his mind 
and in his understanding. “In the midst 
of the online forums, someone will word 
something that makes all the pieces fall 
into place and I spend the rest of the day 
annoying my wife with my sudden clarity 
of understanding!”, he says.

Christian has just finished his study at the 
end of Semester 1, 2015, and he will gradu-
ate in early 2016 with a Diploma of Theology.  

What were some of the benefits of studying 
with The Timothy Partnership?  

“The academic side of the Timothy 
Partnership is only a part of the overall 
benefits. The relationships that develop 
from the course, even those that last only 
a subject, have been a great encourage-
ment in both my study and personal life. 
I started the course as a step toward my 
goal of getting into a youth ministry po-
sition but the benefits in my personal life 
and walk with God have really made that 
a secondary outcome.” 
 
If you would like any information on the 
Timothy Partnership please visit 
www.timothypartnership.com.au

PY Camping PY Timothy Partnership

It’s that time of year again, we have the feel-
ing of the year nearly being over (but not 
just yet!) and we are dreaming of summer 
and the holidays to come. Those younger 
will have plenty of free time on their hands, 
those older will have precious time to relax 
and soak up rest. Some of you might go 
away, maybe the South Coast. Some might 
take the time to work work work. Others 
might enjoy just staying home in peace. May 
I suggest another alternative? Ministry.

There are few better and more fruitful ways to 
spend your time than serving Jesus, growing in 
your love and knowledge of God.

Summer Camp 15, a community centred around 
Jesus & His glory. A community that is focused 
on introducing Jesus to many many young people 
and growing their knowledge and love of Him. 
A community that is so much fun, you’ll make 
friends for life. A community you’ll want to be 
a part of.

This year, John McClean (Vice Principal, Christ 
College) will be opening God’s word with us, tak-
ing us through what it actually means to practi-
cally live out the truth we believe as followers of 
Jesus - Truth & Action. You see, truth and action 
have to be connected. Knowing the truth, but not 
acting on it is hypocrisy; action without a basis is 
directionless. Jesus puts the two of them together. 
He wants followers who hear his words and put 
them into practice. The talks will explore some of 
the big truths about God, the world, people and 
salvation and see how these truths create a way to 
live. Society offers a confusing mix of ideas and a 
huge variety of lifestyles. God gives us the true pic-
ture of the world and teaches us how to live from 
that. We’ll look at how God’s truth applies to some 
of the big issues in society like sexuality, the envi-
ronment and the poor; and also how it shapes the 
day to day life of friends, study and play.

Not only do we have a great speaker this year, but 
we are also partnering with Jericho Road, the So-
cial Services arm of the Presbyterian Church. Jer-
icho Road is a vital organisation of the Church as 
it seeks to live out the gospel in practical ways to 
a wide variety of people in a range of demograph-
ics. We have the privilege of having them at Camp 
this year to help us learn how we can practically 
live out the gospel - we couldn't be more excited!

I invite you to come to Summer Camp 15, to 
wrestle with God’s word and how to live it out.

Youth, you are young and are growing so much. 
The world is crazy and is absolutely bombard-
ing you with messages every day, where they are 
pulling you 10 different ways, none towards God. 
None towards life in Jesus. Please come to Camp 
and find out about the truth, the way & the life! 
Find out how to live life and live it to the full. 
Come and be a part of our community. It’ll be an 
awesome week. Not only do we put so much ef-
fort into the time spent around God’s word, but 
we spend so much time making sure that Camp 
is fun! It’ll be an epic week that you won’t forget.

Leaders, many many young people in NSW don’t 
know Jesus - and they must! They have so many 
different conflicting messages being thrown at 
them, it can be so confusing. The gospel is the 
only way to have life & have it to the full. They 
need to know the truth & live it out. Will you be a 
part of this? Of having one of the greatest joys, to 
open the bible with another and grow together? 
Please be a part of this. 

Camp isn’t just about the growth of the youth, 
camp is also about the growth of our leaders! 
Camp is an amazing opportunity to stop, reflect 
& grow yourself, in a community centred around 
God’s word.

Truth & Action. What better way to learn the 
truth & learn to live it out than in community at 
Summer Camp 2015. 
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PY Timothy Partnership

A broken leg and ankle led to studying 
with the timothy Partnership!

units on offer in Semester 1, 2016 will be:

OT202 Old Testament Prophets & writings 

OT240 Old Testament Overview 

TH210 The Doctrine of God & The Person  
& Work of Christ

CH202 The Church from 1550 to  
Modern Times

PC249 a, b, c, d - Guided Spiritual Formation 

DM201 Foundations of Christian Education

PC201 Ministry Formation 

DM210/DM310 Foundations of  
Youth Ministry

EM223/EM324 Foundations for Evangelism 

EM226/EM426 Church Planting 

PE211 Ethics & Contemporary Problems

plus youthworks college Summer  
intensives (usually towards end of  
January/early february):

DM222 Children’s Ministry Skills

DM220 Introduction to Church-based Chil-
dren’s Ministry

DM211 Youth in the Churches

DM210 Foundations of Youth Ministry
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Jericho Road Jericho Road

Jericho Road is a great 
story of how we can work 
together to show that we, 
like the Samaritan, are 
ready to be the people 
who love our neighbours.

There are lots of opportunities at present 
for people to support Packed with Love… 
so why not join us on Jericho Road?

REFUGEE RESOURCES
If you are in a church that provides support 
to refugees in your community we would 
love to hear from you. We have a way of 
collecting books and educational resources 
(among other things) and we are looking for 
a way to distribute them to those in need. 

If you are interested send Jon Flood an email 
on jfl ood@pcnsw.org.au 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS THAT 
SHOW GOD’S LOVE
Th is year, as in previous years, Jericho Road 
will be distributing Christmas Hampers to 
those in need; to those who knock on our 
door at Surry Hills and in Sydney-based 
and regional Presbyterian Churches. We 
want to let people in need know that we 
have not forgotten them on the occasion 
of our celebration of the birth of our glori-
ous Saviour.

If you are able to assist by donating food 
items (please get in touch for a list of suit-
able items and general guidelines), please 
send your contributions into our head of-
fi ce, at 168 Chalmers St Surry Hills. You 
can also make a fi nancial donation to 
support the purchase of extra items for 
the hampers or for regional churches to 
purchase things for those in need in their 
local communities.

Also, we would love you to nominate in-
dividuals or families who are in fi nancial 
hardship to whom we can give a Christmas 
Hamper. Th ese Hampers go out under the 
name of the local church. People receiving 
Hampers do not need to be members of 

the Presbyterian Church; anyone who is 
struggling fi nancially qualifi es.

More information will be sent out via email 
or you can get in touch with Manda John-
ston at mjohnston@pcnsw.org.au

COMFORT PACKS
Our Chaplains working in NSW Hospitals 
provide care for patients and families in so 
many ways. Oft en it is the little practical 
things that can show God's love in a time 
of great need. One of the things we off er 
is a comfort pack for relatives who have 
had no time to pack a bag before rushing 
to the hospital - a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
deodorant, motel sized shampoo, comb, 
soap, sanitary items and underwear. You 
can support our chaplains by making a 
donation of these items which are then 
packed into individual care packs. If you'd 
like to get involved in this work please 
get in touch with our Senior Chaplain, 
Ian Schoonwater via email at ischoonwa-
ter@jerichoroad.org.au Your partnership 
makes things like this possible.

BIRThDAy PRESENTS FOR 
KIDS IN HOSPITAL
An opportunity has come up for us to be 
able to bring a smile to the faces of chil-
dren at Westmead Children’s Hospital 
through our chaplaincy work there.

Jericho Road would like to be able to pro-
vide around 100 gift s on an ongoing basis 
to allow chaplains to give children a small 
birthday present if they happen to be in 
hospital on that day. We need new toys 
(not too big – hospital rooms are oft en 
small) for children 0-16 years and for both 
boys and girls. Some examples are dolls, 
cars, lego, colouring packs, craft , puzzles, 
girls bangle making… you get the idea.

What Jericho Road would like to do is set 
up an ongoing partnership with a pastoral 
charge or a group who take on this op-
portunity as their way of supporting our 
chaplaincy work at Westmead… and a 
way of showing love in Jesus’ name to kids 
who are in hospital.

If you are interested send me an email on 
emcclean@pcnsw.org.au and we can make 
it happen.

 J O I N  U S  O N 

Jericho road

Welcoming the Stranger - 
if you would like to know 
more about how Jericho 
Road and the Presbyterian 
Church is seeking to care 
for refugees, particularly 
those arriving from Syria 
over the next months, 
please go to our website 
www.jerichoroad.org.au

V I C E  R E G A L 

Visitors

Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital has been privileged this 
year to welcome to the Hospital Their Excellencies, the Governor- 
General of the Commonwealth of Australia, General the Honourable 
Sir Peter Cosgrove and His Excellency General The Honourable David 
Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales, and Mrs Hurley.

Allowah staff , friends and family were delighted to welcome His Excel-
lency General the Honorable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) Gov-
ernor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia to the Hospital on 
Friday 1st May 2015. 

Sir Peter toured the Hospital and then talked with children, families, 
staff  and volunteers. It was lovely that our friends from the Parramatta 
Lions Club and Epping Rotary Club were there and as well as some 
other great supporters of Allowah.

Sir Peter has sent us a letter of thanks which reads in part, “It was a 
great privilege to visit the hospital and meet the wonderful children 
and families that make it such a special place. I very much appreciated 
the opportunity to meet staff , volunteers and supporters of Allowah and 
pass my thanks to them for the immense comfort and support that they 
provide to our community’s most vulnerable children. Please extend my 
thanks to Mr Scott Hurren and all the staff  and friends of the hospital 
who made my visit so memorable.”

His Excellency General Th e Honourable David Hurley and Mrs Hurley 
visited Allowah on 27 August 2015 as part of visiting a number of or-
ganisations in Western Sydney. As a pivotal part of the visit His Excel-
lency and Mrs Hurley hosted a Vice Regal Reception. Mr Scott Hurren, 
our Executive Director of Nursing and his wife Leeanne were invited 
to attend.

His Excellency and Mrs Hurley spent time with the children, talking, 
laughing and singing with them. Th ey then met and talked with par-
ents, volunteers and staff . A highlight of the visit was when His Excel-
lency presented Long Service Awards to some of our amazingly com-
mitted staff . Th ese included Mrs Betty Lee who has worked for 36 years 
in the laundry on weekends, Mrs Jan Kavanagh who has been with Al-
lowah for 32 years and is now our Administration Manager, Mrs Sharyn 
Wood our Deputy Director of Nursing who has been with us for 25 
years  plus a few more years before she had a short break and Mr John 
Palmer who has been our Kitchen Hand for 24 years. Kerry Drever (20 
years), Roslyn Falvey (26 years) and Glenys Prince (20 years) were not 
able to be present. 

tim a BBe Y
H E A D S  T O  G A O L  W I T H 

T h E  G O O D  N E W S  O F  J E S U S

Tim has been the minister at Bathurst 
Presbyterian Church for the past 14 years. 
“It was great seeing the Church grow and 
reach out to the community during that 
time,” he says. But when approached re-
cently to think about establishing a prison 
ministry at Kirkconnell Correctional Centre, 
this was a very different proposition.   

One of the ‘good’ frustrations Tim has felt 
in Church ministry, and especially when a 
Church grows signifi cantly larger, is that the 
minister has to be pulled in lots of directions. 
Delegation has to of course happen. Others 
need to be equipped, which is great and Bibli-
cal - see Ephesians 4! But in a prison ministry, 
there is the obvious – it’s a captive audience. 
Tim is looking forward to hopefully being able 
to get alongside and follow through on a much 
more defi ned group. Time is one thing peo-
ple have in prison, hopefully time to talk, and 
time to especially talk about Jesus.

Tim hopes to encourage those who are already 
Christian, to remember the good news, that 
we are saved by grace, inside and outside of 
Prison, that despite having done things they’re 
not proud of, God is faithful, and will com-
plete the work He’s begun in them. And Tim 
hopes to be able to help those who are not 
Christian to see grace full stop. With most of 
the props of success and respectability gone in 
prison, the diff erence Jesus makes is as stark 
as it gets - not a lot left  to hide behind or dull 
the pain with. Tim values your prayers in this 
as well as for Bathurst Presbyterian Church as 
they continue in their mission.
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Jericho Road Jericho Road

In no way shape or form do I con-
sider myself a biologist. I know I 
possess a body, and that pretty 
much exhausts my knowledge of 
biology. So I must admit, picking 
up a 400+ page book discussing 
issues concerning reproduction 
written by a medical doctor a little 
intimidating. But I need not have wor-
ried! That’s because Megan Best wrote 
her book for people like me.

Best demonstrates extraordinary gift edness 
in presenting what can be a daunting, com-
plex and confusing issue. She brings highly 
important issues down to earth, making 
them accessible to the average person in the 
street. Best’s aim in the book is to inform 
the reader about fertility practices and make 
decisions concerning them from a Christian 
worldview. Th is entails being able to under-
stand the biology behind the issues, which 
Best enables her readers to do. She does this 
in part by clarifying much of the language 
which oft en causes confusion.

From the beginning Best argues that once 
the woman’s egg is fertilised by a male 
sperm, it becomes a human embryo, and 
therefore should be given human status 
and protection. Th is position informs what 
Best says throughout the rest of her book 
as she explores numerous issues. In this 
Best returns consistently to the Biblical 
view that all humans (including embryos) 
are made in the image of God (Genesis 
1:26-27). Th is biblical viewpoint fi nds its 
expression in marriage, which in turn in-
forms issues of reproduction. 

Th e diffi  culty is much of the public debate 
ignores this viewpoint, resorting instead to 
consequentialist and utilitarian ethics. Th at 
is, deciding what is ethical by the fi nal out-
come and by what will be useful or practical. 
As Best observes later in her book, this is a 
diff erent worldview to the Bible, and so the 
conversation around these issues resembles 
two ships passing in the night. So before 
addressing the issues involved in reproduc-
tion, Best informs her readers of the diff er-
ent ways of making an ethical decision. In 
doing so, Best enables her readers to think 
through the issues constructively.

While Best tells her readers her own posi-
tion on various issues, she also provides a 
brief history on how diff erent ways of think-
ing have developed, and the diff erences in 
the main theological traditions. Such is 
the case on issues including contraception 
where readers are also informed of the dif-
ferent types of contraception. While Best 

presents such issues in a way that 
the average person can under-

stand, the issues are never 
presented simplistically. On 
issues such as abortion where 
the Christian position may 
be assumed to be clear, Best 

still takes the time to under-
stand the position of those who 

advocate such practices. Th is allows 
the reader to perceive there is much more 
to these issues than what is oft en presented.

Best’s book is an invaluable resource for 
couples that are looking at having children. 
Couples are now confronted by medical 
practices and the use of them without the 
raising of ethical questions. Th is can pose 
an issue for Christian couples such as in 
pregnancy screening. While such medical 
technology has been developed to reduce 
disease or other complications during preg-
nancy, the technology has now developed to 
the point where ‘undesirable elements’ can 
be screened out. For instance, if an unborn 
child is found to have Down Syndrome, 
aborting the pregnancy is encouraged. Best 
takes the time to explain what is involved 
in each screening procedure, any risks, and 
what the alternatives are.

Infertility is another issue which couples 
may be confronted with. Best discusses this 
issue by looking at it from a biblical per-
spective, and explores the options for cou-
ples struggling with this. Miscarriages are 
also addressed, and the diff erent causes of 
miscarriage are also explored.

One of the big issues addressed in this book 
is Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) 
including IVF treatments. Personally, I knew 
such technologies existed. What I didn’t know 
was how complex and pervasive these tech-
nologies were. If you are thinking of using 
these technologies, or know someone that is, 
I implore you, read this book, or have them 
read it! If not the whole book, read chapter 12. 
Th ere are decisions that need to be made that 
people should not make when they are emo-
tionally vulnerable. Seeking such treatments 
do make people emotionally vulnerable, and 
all issues aren’t always openly discussed at the 
start of treatment. For instance, ART clinics 
oft en produce more embryos, which are then 
implanted into the woman one at a time, than 
what is needed to ensure a successful preg-
nancy. So the question arises what to do with 
the left  over embryos, remembering they have 
the status of a human and should be protected 
according to the biblical worldview. Th is is 
just one issue that couples seeking ART treat-
ments need to consider.

One of the biggest issues to come out of the 
book is stem cell research. Going by our me-
dia’s presentation of the issue, we are led to 
think there is only one type of stem cell re-
search - embryonic stem cell. Th e problem 
with embryonic research is, once the wom-
an’s egg is fertilised, it becomes an embryo. 
Embryonic stem cell research invariably en-
tails the destruction of the embryo. And from 
a Christian point of view, embryos have hu-
man status and should be protected. 

But! Th e notion that there is only one type 
of stem cell research is false!! Th ere is an-
other type of stem cell research called adult 
stem cell, which is rather confusing because 
the procedure is done at birth. Th is involves 
taking cells from the placenta or umbilical 
cord blood. Th ese stem cells can then be 
developed into any tissue that’s required. 
Because this procedure does not involve the 
destruction of embryos, it is ethical.

Th ere has been more success in the devel-
opment of adult stem cells rather than the 
embryonic stem cells. Many of the antici-
pated breakthroughs from embryonic re-
search simply have not eventuated. Th ere 
has been far more progress with adult stem 
cell research. We need much greater clarity 
on this. It is embryonic stem cell research 
that needs to be opposed. Not stem cell re-
search in general.

Th e only criticism I have of the book is, even 
though it was published in 2012, some of 
the language is out of date. Occasionally, the 
phrase ‘disabled person’ or ‘disabled child’ 
will appear rather than ‘person/child with a 
disability’. Why does this matter? Language 
conveys thoughts and attitudes, and people 
with disabilities need to be considered ac-
cording to their individuality, not by their 
defi cits - the individual comes fi rst, then 
the disability. However, it can be clearly 
seen that Best is arguing for the dignity of 
all human life, with or without a disability. 
So this criticism does not detract from an 
otherwise brilliant piece of work.

One fi nal comment: As a person with a dis-
ability, I found this a particularly diffi  cult 
book to read. Not because of the authorship, 
or the medical terminology, but because of 
the implications this technology has for em-
powering secular worldview in relation to 
people with disabilities, and the way human 
life is now generally regarded. It made me re-
alise we are living in a time when postmod-
ern individualism has gone mad. Th is is truly 
disturbing, and needs a lot of breathing space 
and a lot prayer to absorb. Now more than 
ever does the church need to be a witness to 
God’s grace in the way we speak and live.

BOOK REVIEW: 
“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made” by Megan Best

by Jason Forbes

Jericho Road is seeking to appoint a Chaplain at Allowah Presbyte-
rian Children’s Hospital and The Children’s Hospital Westmead. This 
is a combined position of four days per week - three days at Allowah 
and one day at Westmead.
 
This a specialised role of working with children and their families at a time 
of great need. The role of Chaplain is to provide pastoral care to patients, 
their families and staff at these hospitals. In this role you will be minister-
ing to children across a wide range of faith traditions. There are on call 
responsibilities at both hospitals. The successful applicant will also be re-
quired to work one of their days on either Saturday or Sunday at Allowah.
 
The successful applicant for this role will have:

• A degree or diploma in theology 

• Completion or a willingness to complete training in pastoral care that 
meets the requirements set out for the appointment of a chaplain by the 
Civil Chaplaincy Advisory Committee

• Membership of a Presbyterian Church

• Experience and a demonstrated competence in pastoral ministry

• A demonstrated ability to work harmoniously as part of a team, which will 
allow them to work with chaplains of other denominations and other faiths

• A willingness to undertake further training in Pastoral Care

 A job description is available on request.

If you are interested in applying for this position please do so in writing, 
including your resume and covering letter to: Rev. Ian Schoonwater, Senior 
Chaplain at  ischoonwater@jerichoroad.org.au 

If you have any questions about this position please email 
ischoonwater@jerichoroad.org.au.  

W E  A R E  L O O K I N G 

For a chaPlaiN

The position will commence in 
January 2016.

The closing date for applications 
is 23rd October 2015.
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Rob and Stuart holding
title deed for Smith of
Dunesk Mission, SA

1

ISSUE 3 2015

PROCLAIMING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
BY WORD AND DEED

After a long journey of consideration,
discussion, meetings and prayer the PIM
Committee was pleased to reach the end
of the search process and select a CEO.

Andrew Letcher has been appointed to
the full time position of CEO for the
Presbyterian Inland Mission. Andrew, his
wife Fleur and their three children, are
members of Croydon Hills Presbyterian
Church.

Andrew has a wide-ranging background in
leadership and management of Christian
ministries and business. His most recent
role was as the CEO of a Christian Funeral
business that was established to minister
to grieving families and to generate profits
to support mission work. Prior to that
Andrew and Fleur served as APWM
missionaries with Wycliffe Bible Translators
in various management-related roles.

Both Fleur and Andrew are Presbyterian
ministers’ kids, having grown up in
manses in a variety of places. They met
at a Presbyterian Youth of Victoria camp
many years ago, and both remain active
in a variety of ways within the
denomination.

Andrew is looking forward to the
challenge of building on the wonderful
work of those who have gone before.
PIM has a rich heritage of gospel
ministry over more than a century, and
together with the committee, Andrew is
looking forward to helping PIM prepare
for another century of ministry, Lord
willing. The challenges are great, bit so
are the opportunities. 

Though life has changed and the world
is a very different place than it was when
John Flynn was patrolling the Inland on

a camel, the spiritual needs of people are
still the same. For as long as Australia has
people living in remote areas, far from
any gospel witness and beyond easy
reach of most of the church, the work of
PIM must be sustained, for the glory of
God and the salvation of the lost.

NEW CEO FOR PIM

Andrew and Fleur Letcher, with Mitchell,
Emma and Charlotte

After each giving over a decade of
faithful, effective and diligent service to
the ministry of PIM both Stuart

Bonnington and Rob Duncanson have
both stepped back from their respective
roles of Superintendent and Convenor

of the PIM committee to
allow them to focus on the
other important ministries
God has laid before them.

As Superintendent and
Convenor, Stuart and Rob
made an enthusiastic and
effective team as they
together championed the
cause of gospel ministry in
remote areas of Australia.

Under their leadership, God has done
many things. New patrol teams have
been recruited and commissioned to
serve and two new mission churches, in
Darwin and Alice Springs, have been
planted and nurtured. Countless other
small and large tasks have also been
accomplished.

Stuart is continuing in his role as minister
of Scots Church in Fremantle and other
responsibilities with the Presbyterian
Church of Western Australia. Rob remains
active and committed as the minister of
the Darwin Presbyterian Church.

The PIM Committee praises the Lord for
the wonderful contribution of these two
servants of His.

SEASONS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE
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PIM PATROL TEAMS AND PASTORAL TEAMS

Chris and Sandra Woonings

Chris and Sandra Woonings

Surendra and May'an Wesley

Surendra and May'an Wesley

Vacant

Vacant

Vacant

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson

Vacant

Vacant

Keith and Jenny Bell

David and
Gae McDonald

David and
Gae McDonald

Roger and
Margaret Crane

David and
Kathy Alsop

Greg and Janet
Cripps

Laurie and Gwen Peake

Vacant

Colin and Alison Morrow

Vacant

PIM SUPERINTENDENT
Stuart Bonnington

PIM CONVENER
Rob Duncanson

PIM Manager
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INTRODUCING THE NEW CONVENOR
To introduce myself my name is Rev Les
Fowler and married to Shirley. My wife
and I live in Warren NSW having retired
from full time parish ministry in 2014 but
still finding so much to be involved in.
Warren is located in Central Western NSW.
My ministry has taken me throughout
both suburban and country parishes but
with a heart for country ministry.

I have been involved with the ministry of
PIM for nearly 30 years. This started as
the first full time patrol padre following
church union when I was sent to what
was then known as the Blackall Patrol at
the beginning of 1986. This patrol was
made up of the south western corner of
Queensland in what are now the South
and Central Queensland patrols. This
was an enjoyable time breaking new
ground in the ministry of the PIM as no
full time patrol work had been done
since union in 1977. As a family we spent
3 years in Blackall and ministering to this
very large area of Queensland.

Since that time I have continued to have
an interest in the PIM and joined the
Committee many years ago and later
was appointed to the executive of PIM.
It has been an exciting journey through
the years watching and being part of the
growth of PIM from just one full time
patrol to padres working in most states.
The expansion into planting the Mission
Churches has also been an exciting yet
challenging work to be a part of.

It has also been a wonderful time of
working with the outgoing Convener
and Superintendent. Both Rob and
Stuart have been an inspiration with
their total commitment to the ministry of
PIM and I thank them for this and all that
they have done.

I look forward to being a part of the
ongoing work that is before the
committee as it plans and directs the
ministry of PIM. With the new CEO
Andrew Letcher now on board and

settling into his work for PIM we both
look forward to your ongoing prayers
and support for PIM.

Les Fowler

Les Fowler
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APWM PIM
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NEWS AND UPDATES
After much planning and preparation,
Mark Jellis and his team have
commenced the challenging work of
turning the deteriorating Meekathara
Church building into a usable space for
worship and community outreach. Of
key importance in making the building
usable is the installation of a toilet block,
and the replacement of the tired old
roof. Please be in prayer for this project
and the gospel work in Meekathara.

www.fionapfennigwerth.info/fiona@fionapfenningwerth.info

Fiona Pfennigwerth has produced a coffee-table sized book which contains the
text of the Gospel of John (ESV), beautifully illustrated by her drawings of the
Australian outback. Fiona’s artistic talent is clearly evident on just about every
page, as is her love for the story of Jesus as recounted by His friend and
disciple John. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN ILLUSTRATED is a book
to be cherished and if given to others, will be received as a most attractive gift.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN  ILLUSTRATED

PIM RETREAT
Being scattered across the continent,
PIM teams have few opportunities to
meet up with their colleagues and
spend time together. In September this
year in Alice Springs, the team will
gather together for fellowship,

encouragement, spiritual refreshment and
meetings. These retreats happened about
every three years and are a vital part of
keeping the people of PIM connected.
Naturally, there are some significant
travel costs in getting everyone together.

If you would like to make a special donation
to help cover the costs of this retreat, it
would be a great source of
encouragement to all at PIM. Please
contact Mike Timmins at the PIM office for
details of how you could make such a gift.
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Name ______________________________  Phone (        ) ___________________  email ______________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ State ___________________ Postcode ___________

RESPONSE FORM

Donation – PIM general funds Donation – PIM John Flynn/David and Gae McDonald

Donation – PIM Mid West/Surendra Wesley Donation – PIM Mungo/Colin and Alison Morrow

Donation – PIM Alice Springs Retreat Total

Return with payment to:

PIM
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136

Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
email: admin@pim.org.au

Payment details:

Cheque enclosed (Payable to Presbyterian Inland Mission)

Charge my Credit Card        Visa       Mastercard

Card No. Expiry date  ____ / ____

Name on card _______________________ Signature __________________________________

PIM PADRE TEAMS
Chris and Sandra Woonings
E: cwoonings@pim.org.au M: 0428 665 123 Southern Patrol WA (Denmark PIM Church)

David and Gae McDonald
E: dmcdonald@pim.org.au M: 0438 218 551
John Flynn Patrol SA (‘Smith of Dunesk’ Beltana PIM Church)

Greg and Janet Cripps E: gjcripps@pim.org.au M: 0407 406 628 South Patrol Qld

David and Kathy Alsop E: dkalsop@pim.org.au M: 0408 786 898 Central Patrol Qld

Roger and Margaret Crane E: rcrane@pim.org.au M: 0439 515 163 North Patrol Qld

Laurie and Gwen Peake E: lpeake@pim.org.au Leichhardt Patrol Qld M: 0427 486 677

Colin and Alison Morrow E: colinmorrow@pim.org.au; alisonmorrow@pim.org.au
M: 0407 220 005 Mungo Patrol NSW/Vic

Surendra and May’an Wesley E: swesley@pim.org.au P: (08) 9963 4125 Mid West Patrol WA
(Mt. Magnet PIM Church)

PIM CHURCH WORKERS
Keith and Jenny Bell E: kjbell@pim.org.au M: 0438 719 956 Alice Springs PIM Church

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson E: convener@pim.org.au M: 0413 021 716 Darwin PIM Church

PRESBYTERIAN
INLAND MISSION
www.pim.org.au

NATIONAL OFFICE
PO Box 4014,
Croydon Hills VIC 3136

OFFICE MANAGER
Mike Timmins
T: 03 9005 8256
E: admin@pim.org.au

CEO
Andrew Letcher
M: 0438 868 964
E: ceo@pim.org.au 

CONVENER
Les Fowler
M: 0427 521 083
E: convener@pim.org.au

NT PRESBYTERIANS
“The Desert Shall Rejoice And Blossom”

Alice Springs:
Sunday 10am 20 Parke Crescent, The Gap
Keith Bell 08 8953 7748

Darwin:
Sunday 10am Kormilda College, Berrimah
Rob Duncanson 08 8945 7878

WWW.PIM.ORG.AU
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Missions Noticeboard

HOW IT WORKS
1. Choose the item(s) on our list that you would like to purchase for your

friends/family.

2. Send us your order, including payment. Please note that these gifts are
not tax deductible.

3. We will send you the cards you have ordered. You are then free to give
these cards to your friends/family for Christmas. The cards state which
gift(s) you have purchased, on their behalf, for someone in one of our
Partner Churches or for APWM Aboriginal ministry. There is no monetary
value printed on the card.

4. APWM then sends the money to our overseas partners to purchase items
locally, or uses it for APWM ministry as specified in Australia.

ORDER FORM/PAYMENTS
Complete this order form and send it with your payment (cheque or money
order made out to ‘APWM’). Please DO NOT send cash.

Payment can also be made via Direct Deposit (details below) or Paypal
(www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance).

Bank: Westpac

Account Name: Australian Presbyterian World Mission

BSB: 032 260   Account #: 151207

For Direct Deposits and Paypal, please write your name in the description
box and send an email informing us of your deposit (finance@apwm.org.au).

All order forms should be mailed to:

APWM Christmas Catalogue
81 Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood NSW 2134

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2015 ORDER FORM

Item                                                                                                                  Qty       Cost

TRAINING (TIMOR LESTE) $10

LIBRARY BOOKS (INDIA) $15

Ph.D LIVING EXPENSES (INDIA) $25

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) $40

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (MOUNT DRUITT, AUSTRALIA) $40

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (MYANMAR) $60

Ph.D RENT (INDIA) $100

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE FEES (VANUATU) $100

Total

TRAINING (TIMOR LESTE) A gift of $10 will be used toward running a training
conference for Pastors in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste. 

LIBRARY BOOKS (INDIA) A gift of $15 will be used to help purchase much-needed
library books for the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India. 

Ph.D LIVING EXPENSES (INDIA) A gift of $25 will be used toward living expenses
for a lecturer from the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India,
while studying for a PhD at Christ College Sydney in 2018.

APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) A gift of $40 will help
support APWM Aboriginal ministry in Mount Magnet, Western Australia in
conjunction with PIM. 

APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (MOUNT DRUITT, AUSTRALIA) A gift of $40
will help support Rick and Kayleen Manton, APWM Aboriginal ministry workers in
Mount Druitt, Sydney. 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (MYANMAR) A gift of $60 will help support the
Evangelical Reformed Church in its work of educating children.

Ph.D RENT (INDIA) A gift of $100 will be used toward rent for a lecturer from the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India, while studying for a PhD
at Christ College Sydney in 2018.

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE FEES (VANUATU) A gift of $100 will be used to help
pay the fees of a student at the Talua Theological Institute in Vanuatu.

I enclose a cheque / money order for $_____________________  or

I have made a Direct Deposit of $____________________________

Please tick here if you do not wish to receive cards and simply want
to make a donation for these items

Please note that if any item is over-subscribed then the money will be
allocated to a similar need.

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

Suburb _____________________________________  Postcode ________

Phone  ___________________  Email _____________________________

This Christmas why not give gifts to your friends and family and at the same time help someone who
doesn't have the basics that we take for granted? The items below can provide for the needs of
Christians and others in our overseas Partner Churches and APWM Aboriginal ministry.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2015
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e m a i l  a d d r e S S e S
Rev. Jeffrey Read
E: jeffread@tpg.com.au

m i n i S t e r S ,
h o m e  m i S S i o n a r i e S ,  e t c .
Rev. Bruce Mervyn GORTON
209 Larry Mountains Road
(PO Box 411)
MORUYA  NSW  2538
H: (02) 4474 0291
M: remains unchanged.
E: bruceg9550@gmail.com

Rev. Dr John Ting Yan LEUNG
10 Stapleton Place
PYMBLE  NSW  2073

M: remains unchanged.
E: revjohnleung@gmail.com or
jleung1947@bigpond.com
Rev. Dr William Andrew WILLIAMSON 
was inducted into the pastoral charge of 
Beecroft on 28 July 2015. Please change his 
contact details to:-

19 Penryhn Avenue
BEECROFT  NSW  2119
M: 0478 794 129
E: remains unchanged.

o t h e r
The Hurstville Indonesian Presbyterian 
Church phone number is (02) 9559 6910, 
this number replaces the number listed on 
page 114 of The Key.

n e W  c l e r k  o f  c e n t r a l 
Q u e e n S l a n d  p r e S By t e ry:
Reverend Mike O’Çonnor
PO Box 1862
ROCKHAMPTON  QLD.  4700
O: (07) 4922 8240
E: mike@rockypc.org.au

n e W  c e n t r a l  m a i l i n g  
a d d r e S S  f o r :
South Coast Presbyterian Church
C/- Elder Roy Dallos
32 Mercury Drive
TABOURIE LAKE  NSW  2539

youth Worker
Drummoyne Presbyterian Church (in Sydney’s Inner West), a grow-
ing church in the reformed evangelical tradition, is seeking a part 
time Youth worker to oversee the discipleship of the teenagers in 
their church family through the High School Youth Group “DY”. 
For more information, contact the Associate Pastor, Darryl Soh: dar-
rylsoh@drummoyne.org.au. Applications close Friday 9th October 
2015 | www.drummoyne.org.au

Wanted: BiBle college lecturer for vanuatu
Australian Presbyterian World Mission is looking for someone to 
serve as a full-time lecturer at the Talua Theological Institute, the Bi-
ble College of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu. For further en-
quiries please contact the APWM Office 8073 7490 national@apwm.
org.au or Kevin Murray 0421 366 720 kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

Continued from p.11

All in all, he says his first church was a 
fantastic experience. There was only one 
speed hump, when three couples left the 
church at the same time. “I was going to 
resign; I was so upset. But God was so 
good over the next couple of months. The 
church started to change dramatically. I 
learned a lot. Having Phil on the end of 
the phone was fantastic. I could ring and 
say, this happened, and what should I do?”

One huge change was that Luke found he 
loved living in the country.

“I was told once I had lived in the coun-
try I would never want to return…and 
that happened, too,” he says. “We had our 
first child Lauren with us when we moved 
north, then three more were born while 
we were there – Sarah in 1989, Jacob in 
1992 and Ben in 1996.

“During our term there I got an assistant 
minister, Jon Nuttell, to run Byron Bay. It 
became obvious after three or four years 
that Byron Bay was not going as fast as 
Mullumbimby, where we lived, so it would 
be good to get an assistant. It was good, as 
we could then focus on Mullumbimby.”

With things going so well, Luke and De-
bra struggled to know when to leave. 
There had been a few offers…includ-
ing one from Singapore, Orchard Road, 
which was very enticing...

But it was Parramatta City Presbyterian 
Church (now Carlingford–Wentworth-
ville) which turned out to be the right 
place for them.

“The church had been vacant three years 
and needed a minister and it felt right,” 
he says.

There they started a hospital Bible fellow-
ship and planted a church at Wentworth-
ville Presbyterian.

“The minister had left, half the build-
ing had burned down so we volunteered 
to run their service till they found a new 
minister. They wanted to amalgamate 
with us. It took five years. But by the time 
we left 13 years later, we had two assistant 
ministers in place and the church was in a 
great place.”

The next step for Luke and Debra was Bal-
main – also completely unexpected.

“My parents were at Balmain and we met 
for lunch to be told their minister was 
leaving. There were only 15 people at the 
church at the time, average age 80 years 
and my parents were planning on leaving 
as well.

“We felt it was the right place for us to 
go. We had worked in Mullumbimby and 
Wentworthville with older congregations 
so we felt we could do it.  Both in our 50s, 
I felt I had one good run left in me, so I 
put my hand up.”

Balmain has been a busy and productive 
time for Luke and his wife.  They have 
worked hard at meeting people in the 
community and providing opportunities 
for the church and community to meet. 

“We have started music and playtime 
group, I have been teaching scripture in 
the primary school, we have been trying 
to do community things like a seniors’ 
group, a toolbox men’s ministry and art 
and soul for women,” Luke says.

“We also did a Neighbour Day thing.”

Luke’s Dad died in April, but his Mum is 
still attending Balmain Presbyterian.

Apart from his ministry, Luke is also in-
volved in the Cornhill Training College 
and was for five years the convener of Ka-
toomba Men’s Convention.

For 15 years he has been chair of Sports 
Chaplaincy Australia.  He is also head-
ing to Zimbabwe for the fifth year to help 
train church Elders to teach. Outside of 
church, he plays in a band called Sad Old 
Rockers…which he concedes could also 
be another example of taking Church to 
the people . . . watch this space?

Just as it is now, his ministry is about tak-
ing the gospel to the people in a way that 
is relevant to them.

y e a r b o o k  &  C h u r C h  d i r e C T o r y  a lT e r aT i o n s



`Therefore, my brothers and sis-
ters, you whom I love and long 
for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm in the Lord in this way, 
dear friends!’ (Phil.4:1)

Paul has been writing of two kinds of 
people - those whose minds were set on 
earthly things only (3:18-19) and those 
who are members of the kingdom of Christ 
(3:20-21). Now he comes to draw conclusions 
from that in a series of exhortations: be firm (4:1), 
be united (4:2-3), rejoice (4:4), be gentle (4:5), do 
not be anxious but pray (4:6), and meditate on 
what is good (4:8).

ThE CONNECTION BETWEEN  
DOCTRINE AND LIFE
Paul begins with the word ὥστε which is trans-
lated ‘therefore’ (ESV, NIV, NASB, NKJV) or ‘So 
then’ (Holman). As a logical writer and thinker, 
the apostle often connects his doctrine to his 
ethics with this or a similar word (e.g. οὖν in 
Rom.12:1; Eph.4:1). So many people today think 
that Christianity is a series of inspiring thoughts 
or some guiding principles for life. Not so. First, it 
is a way of salvation - in fact, the way of salvation.

Then, following that, it tells us how to live. Parts 
of the church today are rather fond of telling 
people who are not Christians how they ought 
to live, and she does so often in areas where 
she has no particular expertise. For example, 
people are told that they ought to renounce the 
debts of poorer countries.

There is only limited good in telling an unbeliever 
how he or she ought to live. Paul’s exhortations 
here are addressed to those who are already be-
lievers in Christ, to those who are citizens of 
heaven, whose lowly bodies will be transformed 
like Christ’s glorious resurrection body.

If the ‘therefore’ looks primarily backwards, 
Paul is saying that because Christians are citi-
zens of heaven, they ought to stand fast. Calvin, 
Handley Moule, and Don Carson all say that 
it means something like ‘thus’, and points both 
backwards and forwards. It does operate as 
something of a hinge.

Moule calls the whole verse ‘a link of gold be-
tween the passage just ended and that which 
is to follow.’

PAUL’S LOvE FOR ThE  
PHILIPPIAN CHRISTIANS
Paul multiplies expressions of affection for the 
Philippian Christians. In fact, there are six descrip-
tions of them, although one is repeated.

 He refers to them as ‘my brothers’, a 
term which he uses six times in Phi-

lippians (1:12, 14; 3:1, 13, 17; 4:1; 
see too 2:25; 4:21).

 Through the rebirth brought about 
by the Holy Spirit they have come 

to bow the knee to the one Saviour 
of sinners, Christ Jesus, and so been 

adopted into God’s family. Therefore, 
they are brothers.

Twice in the one verse he calls them ‘my beloved’ 
(the second one in the NIV obscures this by re-
ferring to ‘dear friends’). There could be no great-
er expression of affection.

He also refers to them as his brothers whom he 
‘longs for’. In Tegel prison in December 1943, Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer commented that ‘In my experi-
ence nothing tortures us more than longing.’ 

The apostle does not quite write out the same tur-
moil of soul, but there is something of the same 
yearning and overflowing affection: ‘For God is 
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affec-
tion of Christ Jesus’ (1:8).

Finally, says Paul, ‘you are my joy and crown’. 

There is little to commend the Contemporary 
English Version’s ‘You are my pride and joy’. Paul 
wrote of the Thessalonian Christians in the same 
way (1 Thess.2:19-20). 

For all the many trials in ministry (cf. 2 
Cor.11:22-28), Paul wrote of the joy that it 
brought him (e.g. 2 Cor.2:3). 

John too wrote: ‘I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children are walking in the truth’ 
(3 John 4). Not only did Paul describe the 
Philippian believers as his joy, but also as his 
crown (stephanos). 

This is not the royal diadem but is the same word 
used to describe the perishable crown or wreath 
given to the athlete in 1 Corinthians 9:25.

Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones speaks of ‘this burning, 
blazing love’ of Paul for his people. What matters is 
not essays written, meetings attended, committees 
sat on, or politicians browbeaten, but souls won. 

It is people who will enter Christ’s kingdom or 
who will endure the wrath of the Lamb. Paul 
delights in those who have bowed the knee to 
the Lamb. Other verses will speak of Christians 
receiving a crown (e.g. 2 Tim.4:8; James 1:12; 
1 Pet.5:4), but Paul writes that the Philippians 
themselves are his crown both now and in the 
glory to come. 

There is some reason for Alexander Maclaren to 
say that the church at Philippi could be regarded 
as Paul’s ‘favourite child’.

We can all be challenged here. Both Alexander 
Maclaren and Martyn Lloyd-Jones confessed that 
their greatest defect as pastors was an insufficien-
cy in their love for their congregations. Albert 
Barnes commented that ‘the chief happiness of a 
minister of the gospel is in the pure lives of those 
to whom he ministers’.

STAND FAST
That does not sound very exciting but not to move 
can be a good thing (1 Cor.15:58; Eph.6:13-14). 

The liberal Scottish evangelist Henry Drummond 
wrote: ‘There is no more unfortunate word in our 
Church’s vocabulary than “Standard.” A Standard is 
a thing that stands. Theology is a thing that moves.’ 

That is very clever, in a way, but not at all Chris-
tian. Paul is not telling the Philippians to stagnate. 
Alexander Maclaren uses the comparison of rid-
ing a bicycle. To stand fast is not the same as to 
stand still. 

It can be difficult to stand fast when everything 
about you is moving, and when people are in-
doctrinated in the view that any movement 
must be progress.

These early Christians faced Jews who thought of 
them as blasphemous apostates and Gentiles who 
regarded them as ignorant, intolerant bigots who 
would not acknowledge the Roman gods.

Scripture is littered with accounts and warnings 
about the need to stand fast (e.g. Matthew 13:4-7, 
19-22; Luke 11:24-26; 17:32; Gal.3:1-5). 

It is not certain that Martin Luther uttered as the 
finale to his speech at the Diet of Worms in 1521: 
‘Here I stand, I can do no other. So help me, God.’ 
Nevertheless, they reflect the tenor of what he 
said, and they remain most moving and inspiring 
for subsequent generations.

Someone who moves with the times may be re-
garded as progressive, but it usually only means 
that he or she has no backbone.

It is hard to stand firm when the world is 
against the Christian view - on homosexual-
ity, the existence of hell, or their being only one 
way of salvation. 

But standing firm is what is needed, not panic 
and chasing after the world. That may be what 
you need in your dealings with the world - not 
to be stubborn and pig-headed, but to stand firm 
on an issue on which you know God has spoken.  

S t a n d  f a S t !

l a S t  w o r d  w i t h  p e t e r  b a r n e S 


