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Cover: Allowah Children’s Hospital regular 
Brendan Stone.  Photo by Ben Davis. Special 
feature by Karen Forman on pages 10-11.
The Pulse and Allowah Children’s Hospital 
have permission from parents of all children 
photographed for the Pulse.

In this Pulse we focus 
on the ministry of Al-
lowah Children’s Hos-
pital, which is part of 
the justice and mer-
cy ministry of Jericho 
Road;  governed by Pres-
byterian Social Services and 
led by a passionate advocate 
to minister to those in need, 
Elizabeth (Liz) McClean.

The road between Jerusalem and Jericho 
was a distance of about 27km and a descent 
of 1000m from about 760m above sea level 
to about 240m  below sea level.  The road 
ran through rocky, desert country, which 
provided numerous places for robbers to 
waylay defenceless travellers.

In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus is asked by an ‘expert 
in the law’, “who is my neighbour?”In reply, 
Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

This Parable follows an earlier question de-
signed to test Jesus by the ‘expert in the Law’: 
“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” To this question, Jesus responded with 
a question: “What is written in the Law? 
How do you read it?”

The ‘expert’ answered: “Love your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind”, and 
“Love your neighbour as yourself”.  It was in 
respect of the second limb of this statement 
that the ‘expert’ was testing Jesus.

At that time Samaritans and Jews practised 
open hostility, which provided Jesus the per-
fect opportunity to make his point.  As we 
know through this Parable, the Samaritan 
was the third man who walked by the man 
left for dead by robbers.  But he stopped to 
help, while the religious leader (a Priest) and 
the lay associate (a Levite) had earlier passed 
the near-dead man having had to cross the 
road to avoid helping the man.  Through 
this Parable Jesus asserted that love knows 
no national boundaries.

This Parable is at the heart of the justice and 
mercy ministry of Jericho Road, which is to 
demonstrate the love of Jesus to those who 
are the most vulnerable.  The words of this 
Parable shine through the love and care 
demonstrated by all the staff and volunteers 
at Allowah Children’s Hospital.

Allowah is a unique place and a powerful ex-
ample of God’s mercy to some of the most vul-
nerable children and families in our commu-
nity. It is a hospital where parents of children 
with severe physical and intellectual disabili-
ties such as genetic or chromosomal disorders, 
birth trauma, cerebral palsy, head injuries, and 

conditions acquired after birth can come 
and their children be cared for. And 

their families supported.

In preparing this article, our Ed-
itor, Karen Forman, interviewed 
a family and several staff mem-

bers at Allowah, and their story is 
a must-read. As Karen discovered, 

“Allowah is a place that reduces pain and 
suffering. It is a place of refuge and safety.”

As the CEO of Allowah, Liz McClean, af-
firmed to Karen, “Every day we strive to pro-
vide children and their carers with respect, 
dignity, emotional and spiritual support 
within a Christian environment in a way 
that maximises their quality of life.”  Hospi-
tals like Allowah, however, are particularly 
expensive to run because of the highly in-
tensive level of care tailored for the specific 
needs of each child.  

As the PCNSW General Assembly heard in 
July, Allowah returned a significant financial 
loss in 2015, and is struggling to return to a 
stable financial position.  We need your help, 
and we tell you the reasons for this plea in 
Karen’s beautifully written article.  I encour-
age you to take time to reflect on the story of 
Yee-Foong and husband Andrew Stone and 
their son Brendan, who is pictured on our 
cover.  To them, Allowah is a “lifeline”.  Their 
love for Brendan shines through their words 
and actions, as does their appreciation of the 
care provided to Brendan at Allowah. 

But, their story is but one of the many fam-
ilies who look to Allowah as their Samari-
tan.  It is a privilege for us as a church to be 
ministering to them, and to many families 
like them.  Please help us in this ministry 
through your prayers and financial support.

This edition is the last for this year, with our 
next edition to be published in March 2017.  
As a result, it is a slightly larger edition, 
packed with great stories from across our 
denomination.  Take your time, and savour 
the richness of the grace and mercy of Jesus 
reflected in the lives of those who have placed 
their trust in Jesus.

A final blessed announcement.  In the 
last Pulse edition, we told you (on page 3) 
about our Pulse designer, Ben Davis, and 
his wife Natalie.  We are thrilled to an-
nounce the safe arrival of their first child, 
a beautiful daughter, Braedie.  Our prayers 
and best wishes go to Ben and Natalie, and 
we pray that Braedie will grow in confi-
dence, knowledge and faith in Jesus.

I give thanks for the contribution of Karen 
and the whole editorial team this year, and 
we pray for God’s richest blessings on all our 
readers over Christmas.
Grace and peace,
Jeof Falls

Editorial 
WITH JEOF FALLS

Trustee Investment Fund (TIF)
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Moderator-General Rev Dr John Wilson and the Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in Japan, the Rev Kiyoshi Endo, sign a Partner 
Church Agreement during the General Assembly of Australia 2016 in 
Surry Hills. It’s often said that a picture tells a thousand words and the 
look on the face of the Japanese Moderator is one of simple joy!

The presence of overseas visitors was a highlight of the Assembly 
which was joined by official representatives from sister Presbyterian 
Churches —  the Rev Kiyoshi Endo (Japan), the Rev Dr ThangBwee 
(Myanmar), Pastor Roy Yosef (Vanuatu). One of these representatives 
was the Rev Colin M’Bawa, General Secretary of the Central Church 
Africa Presbyterian Church, a denomination spanning four countries 
and with five million members. Also present in an unofficial capacity 
was the Rev Hiralel Solanki, vice moderator of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church of India. In addition we were joined by the Rev Dr Flip 
Buys from the World Reformed Fellowship and the Rev John Nicholls, 
Moderator of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

During the Assembly the overseas visitors led devotions and told of 
the life of the church from which they came. On the Tuesday evening 
APWM and the Relations with Other Churches Committees present-
ed their reports and delegates were reminded that the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia belongs to the worldwide Church.

Joy as partnership agreement signed

Australian Presbyterian min-
isters will not be allowed to 
conduct same-sex marriag-
es should laws recognising 
such unions be passed.

At its September triennial meeting in Syd-
ney, the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church of Australia considered a 
proposal that the Church should decline 
recognition as a denomination under the 
Marriage Act, if the Act were changed to 
include marriage for same-sex couples. 

The proposal was not adopted and the As-
sembly affirmed a view that the appropriate 
time to reconsider the position would be if 
ministers were compelled by law to conduct 
same-sex marriages.

The after-dinner debate began with the ta-
bling of a report by the Church and Nation 
Committee which had been requested by 
both the NSW and Victorian Assemblies to 
prepare a proposal for Presbyterian minis-
ters to no longer solemnise marriages un-
der the Marriage Act, should it be changed 
to include same-sex couples.

The report argued that should the Act be 
changed it would operate with such a dif-
ferent view of marriage that the basis for 
co-operating with the State in marriage 
would be gone. It proposed that the Church 
would make the Biblical view of marriage 
clearer if it differentiated its marriages from 
those under the Marriage Act. 

The proposal was that church members 
might still choose to be married under the 
Act. In a second part of the proposal the 
report provided regulations to establish a 
form of ecclesiastical marriage for the Pres-
byterian Church.

The issue was debated strongly, with oppo-
nents arguing that it would still be possi-
ble to present Christian marriage under a 
changed Act and that it continued to pro-
vide gospel opportunities. 

Early in the debate there was a move to 
not receive the Committee’s report, which 
would have had the effect of removing all 
the items of business from the committee 
from consideration by the Assembly. 

This move was defeated by the Assembly, 
and the debate on the proposal continued. 
At the conclusion of the debate the propos-
al itself was lost. Although there was some 
discussion about the ecclesiastical marriage 
regulations in the debate, these were never 
put to the Assembly, since they were no lon-
ger relevant following the rejection of the 
initial proposal to leave the Marriage Act.

Moderator-General John Wilson, who has 
moderated over the Victorian Assembly 
previously and attended many years of both 
state and national Assemblies, said after-
wards that he had been concerned that the 
GAA was entertaining the possibility of not 
receiving one of its own committee’s re-
ports.  "That would have been the first time 
in my memory since 1980, an assembly re-
fusing to accept its own committee's report. 

In the end we did, so that was averted. I 
thought, wow, I didn’t expect this,’’ he said.

Clerk of Assembly Bruce Meller said he 
had enjoyed watching the debate unfold 
and seeing how the early arguments over 
whether the report should be accepted or 
not (before debate over its contents could 
even be started) had possibly led to a more 
courteous discussion.

"Had that been a debate on the motions of 
the Church and Nation Committee alone, 
the Assembly would have been in a very 
combative mood,’’ he said.

"It could have only had two basic positions: 
support or oppose, and the argument would 
have been very adversarial (even allowing 
that some may have wanted more time or 
more information, they would have ended 
up in the “opposed” camp). 

"Because of the counter-motions, and the 
procedure we have for dealing with them, 
people tended to speak in favour of the pro-
posal they preferred rather than against the 
one they disfavoured and so the conversa-
tion had a largely positive tone – positively 
for one or positively for the other – and I 
think that was marvellous to watch.

"I hadn’t realised before how that mecha-
nism lifted debate to a more courteous level.’’

Ultimately, the Assembly did not deviate 
from its historic stand against same-sex 
marriage, but made an additional declara-
tion that no PCA minister may celebrate 
such a union if the law is changed. 

Presbyterian ministers will not conduct 
same-sex marriages: General Assembly
BY KAREN FORMAN
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Every Presbyterian church 
congregation has been 
urged to hold at least one 
outreach activity during the 
500th anniversary of the Ref-
ormation next year.

To help them achieve that, panels of evan-
gelists have been assembled to be available 
to churches throughout Australia.

Coordinator David Cook says to be in-
volved in evangelistic enterprise is to be in-
volved in activity which is working toward 
seeing God's purpose and promise fulfilled.

"Please don't leave your plans to the last 
moment as there is a limited number of 
evangelists,’’ he said.

"There are panels of Evangelists in NSW, 
QLD and Tas. They consist of men and 
women, all of whom are members of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia.

David Cook (dac@damc.com.au) is co-or-
dinating the placement of Evangelists, so 
please let him know of your plans.

The GAA has also arranged for the pro-
duction of four tracts on the theme of the 

campaign, 'Taking God Seriously.' These 
along with the book, 'Truth Matters', can 
be  ordered. Email the NSW Church office 
(assembly@pcnsw.org.au - or tel 1300 773 
774.) Both book (for Bible Study groups) 
and tracts (for outreach) are designed to 
support our evangelistic activities.

Most churches probably have evangelistic 
programs planned, in that case please feel 
free to make use of these resources.

We believe it is a most appropriate way 
to celebrate the Reformation, to promote 
events designed to make the gospel of God 
known to our nation and call on people 
to the recognition of Jesus Christ as their 
rightful Lord.

Little connective words are often over-
looked. 'And' is a typical example.

In Luke 24 the risen Lord Jesus is among his 
disciples and opens their minds to under-
stand the Scriptures. He then summarises 
what is written, 'The Christ will suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day AND 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, begin-
ning at Jerusalem.' (Luke 24:46-47).

The 'and' means that it is as much the pur-
pose of God that the gospel be preached to 
the nations as it is the purpose of God that 
the Christ suffer, die and rise from the dead.

We know from Psalm 2 that a promise 
has been made by our Father to our elder 
brother, the Lord Jesus; that the nations will 
be his inheritance; the ends of the earth his 
possession (Psalm 2:8).

Are you a Tent 
Maker Minister?
Would you like to live in scenic Gloucester 
just three hours north of Sydney? It’s a great 
place to live. The Presbyterian Church is 
looking for a TENT MAKER MINISTER, 
ordained or not, to live and work there and 
minister part-time. A manse is provided. 
The Church has become old but they are 
looking for a godly family man to kick-start 
it again in the twenty-first century. He will 
have the support of the many godly people 
in the congregation. 

Contact the Moderator, John Thomp-
son (02) 6551 4335 or 0428 514 101.  
jet949@hotmail.com 

Evangelists available for church outreach

Presbyterian Youth General Manager Murray Norman has urged Pres-
byterian ministers, SRE teachers and congregations to attend a biennial 
Celebration of SRE in Sydney in November.
 
The event will be held in The Strangers Dining Room, Parliament House, 
Macquarie St, Sydney on  November 15 at 5.30pm-7.00pm.
 
"If you are around the Sydney area I'd love you to join me at this celebration 
- a great opportunity to recognise the contribution that SRE teachers make 
to Public Education by forming young people in the faith of their families,’’ 
Mr Norman said.
 
"During this event, certificates of recognition are handed out to specific SRE 
teachers nominated by their denominations. This year, these certificates will 
be based on the theme SRE Providers and Schools working together for the 
wellbeing of students". If you would like to find out more information about 
this or how to nominate someone, please contact me.

"If you are out of Sydney or unable to attend, please pray for this event: that 
it will be a great time celebrating the excellent SRE system in NSW. ‘’

The Minister for Education, Adrian Piccoli and Shadow Minister, Jihad Dib 
will both speak at the event, which Mr Norman says demonstrates that both 
sides of Parliament support SRE as a strength of public schools.
 
"There will be other politicians in attendance along with individuals from 
a variety of Christian denominations and other faiths. Note that this is a 
celebration of the contribution all Special Religious Education makes to 
our schools - and the Presbyterian Church plays a part in this,’’ he said.

If you would like to attend, email Zoe Marr zoe.marr@mn.catholic.org.au

For more information, you can find the invitation at 
http://pynsw.org.au/sre/SRE_Celebration_invite.pdf

All welcome at SRE celebration

Parliament House
15 November 2016

SRE and Schools: Working Together
SRE providers and school communities working together for the wellbeing of students

Special Guests: The Hon Adrian Piccoli MP
Minister for Education
Jihad Dib MP
Shadow Minister for Education
Vic Alhadeff, 
CEO, NSW Jewish Board of Deputies

Date:  Tuesday 15 November 2016

Venue:  The Strangers’ Dining Room
Parliament House
Macquarie Street, Sydney

Time:  5:30-7:00pm

RSVP:   Friday November 4 2016
Zoe Marr 02 4979 1328 or
zoe.marr@mn.catholic.org.au

Inter-Church Commission on Religious Education in Schools (ICCOREIS) 
invites all SRE providers to celebrate the contribution a diverse group of 
volunteers make to enriching education in NSW.

Celebration of
SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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An organisation for church musicians
The Royal School of Church Music is an in-
ternational and interdenominational educa-
tional organisation for church musicians, with 
branches all over the world. In NSW we have an 
active state branch of RSCM Australia, which 
may be of interest to you if you are involved 
with the music program at your church. 

Since its beginnings in 1927, RSCM has existed to foster high stan-
dards of music in worship, and to encourage and inspire all those 
who use their musical talents in their local church, whether as or-
ganist or pianist, instrumentalist or band member, choir director or 
member of a choir or vocal group.

Activities throughout the year include workshops (in both city and 
regional areas), courses, masterclasses, special services and concerts, 
and a week-long residential Summer School each January in a dif-
ferent State. There are a variety of musical resources and choir pro-
grams including a graded course entitled Voice for Life. Members 
receive the journal Church Music Quarterly as well as the bi-month-
ly Newsclef from the NSW branch. You can join as a church, or as a 
personal member.

Church musicians are generally busy people from many walks of 

life. Some of us are full-time musicians, but many are  involved from 
Monday to Saturday in careers and concerns which may often be far 
removed from music. RSCM gives us an opportunity to learn from 
and encourage each other, to have access to varied repertoire and 
resources for our own individual churches, and just enjoy making 
music together for God’s praise and glory.

Recent activities included a Mid-Winter Carol Service at Glenbrook, 
and a choral workshop with Andrew Carwood, the Director of Mu-
sic at St Paul’s Cathedral, London. The annual Junior Schools’ Fes-
tival will be held on Tuesday 25th October in the chapel of Shore 
School, North Sydney. The service commences at 6:15pm, and all are 
welcome to attend.

As the Presbyterian representative on our Branch committee, I 
would love to hear about what’s going on in music at your church! 
We are happy to publicise your musical events in our newsletter, 
and to hear if we can be of any help and assistance in your ongoing 
music ministry.

For more information, or to download a membership application, vis-
it the NSW Branch website at www.rscmnsw.org.au. Or contact me at 
heatherboyd131@hotmail.com

Heather Moen-Boyd. 
Organist and choir director, Scots Kirk, Mosman

A deeper understanding of 
connecting with Jesus as the 
light, and his call to abide 
in Him was one of the key 
themes of the third Women’s 
Ministry of the PCA confer-
ence held in Melbourne.

Hosted by Women’s Ministries Victoria, 
NSW Presbyterian women attended two 
days of key note addresses, electives and 
hearing from Australian and overseas minis-
tries. The combination of theology and prac-
tical application culminated in much to take 
away to use in our own lives and ministries.

Rachel Bain’s key note addresses on John 
13-15 guided conference attendees to cling 
to the vine and to love every branch.

Sydney’s Evelyn Mill says she was encouraged 
by the concept of feeding each other the Gos-
pel, noting that God’s garden grows when we 
feed each other. Now she is more conscious 
of feeding children in her family, the Gospel.

The range of elective sessions was wide.

Another NSW woman, Sheryl Sarkoezy, 
attended Alison Morrow’s (PIM patrol 
wife with husband Colin) elective session 
on connecting with family and friends far 
away. Sheryl has used the practical ideas in 
her work with APWM, such as responding 
to missionary newsletters as they arrive. 
She has found the benefits have been evi-
dent in God using these responses to en-
courage and show love.

Evelyn said she was strengthened in her one 
to one Bible reading by the session run by 
Jan Martin and Sarah Weber “Connecting 
one to one”. She was encouraged to listen 
carefully to what the person you are sharing 
with is saying and to remember that God 
is in control in this work, which is to help 
each other know Christ better.

Sheryl also recalled the impact of the strong 
theological grounding in Liz Duncan’s ses-
sion on “How the gospel informs the way 
we get things done (busyness)”.

"The talk has helped me develop an awareness 
of how we choose to spend our time, and a 
reminder to use our time for God’s King-
dom," she said. Overall feedback was that the 
electives gave specific practical strategies for 
connecting with our church families.

The “Men Included” session was presented 
by leaders of Creek Road PC in Queensland, 
providing an intense time reviewing the 
theology of complementarianism.

This lead into their discussion on how this 
plays out in practice at Creek Road, and 
the challenges of unlocking the potential of 
women in our congregations. In the panel 
discussion, we were challenged to consider 
how to develop churches that connect with 
women by listening, and to consider leading 
as loving. I, Sheree Scott, am now more in-
tentional in praying for my leaders in their 
roles, and to encourage our leaders in con-
sulting with women and their ministries.

Connecting also meant meeting people 
from across Australia and putting a face to 
a name and position within the church.

Sheryl said her time at the conference was 
valuable for making real connections with 
people she usually "meets" by phone or 
email. For others it was the chance to make 
new connections with people across a range 
of contexts and age groups.

The theme of connecting was clearly evi-
dent in teaching to connect to Christ, to be 
intentional in remaining connected to him 
and in turn to connect with each other.

Connecting 2016: Six months on….
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Church leadership really matters. Under God, 
nothing affects the life, health and gospel-cen-
tred mission of the church more than its lead-
ership. It is no surprise, then, that the Lord Je-
sus, the only king and head of the church, has 
provided in Scripture basic instructions for the 
leadership of his church.

The following brief report outlines some recent developments in the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of NSW (GANSW) and 
in the General Assembly of Australia (GAA) as these bodies have sought 
to strengthen and clarify the roles of church leaders in the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia.

In July 2015 GANSW established a Special Committee on Elders 
and Deacons. The GANSW requested this committee to examine the 
teaching of the Scriptures on the nature and functions of the offices 
of Elder and Deacon, and to bring recommendations about how to 
strengthen the ministry of these leaders in the churches.

The Special Committee on Elders and Deacons brought two things to 
GANSW in July 2016. First, the Special Committee brought a research 
paper, titled Shepherds and Servants, which outlines the teaching of 
the Scriptures on elders and deacons. In sum, this paper provides a 
comprehensive and robust demonstration of the view of church lead-
ership recently affirmed by the World Reformed Fellowship:

Scripture indicates a number of ministries which God has given to 
the church at different times: apostles, prophets, elders, deacons and 
evangelists.  Today, in each local church there are to be elders and 
deacons.  The elders are to be pastors, overseers and examples and 
some of them are to devote themselves to preaching and teaching.  
Deacons are to care for the poor and needy, and to see to the practi-
cal, financial and fabric needs of the church.  Like the eldership, this 
is a spiritual office requiring spiritual qualities.

World Reformed Fellowship Statement of Faith 8.2

GANSW received the Shepherds and Servants paper and commended 
it to all presbyteries, sessions and church members as a resource for dis-
cussion. This paper is now available for all interested church members 
to read and discuss, and may be obtained from the Session Clerk of each 
church, or from Murray Smith, the Convener of the Special Committee  
(msmith@christcollege.edu.au).

Second, the Special Committee brought an Overture proposing to 
strengthen and clarify the description of the role of elders in the 
NSW Church Code. While the research paper covers a wide range 
of issues, the Special Committee considered that clarifying and 
strengthening the role of elders was a vital first task. GANSW re-
ceived this Overture, and resolved to send it to all presbyteries and 
sessions for consideration and report, and also to send it up as a ref-
erence to GAA for its consideration.

In September 2016, GAA considered the proposed changes to the 
NSW Code and recognised that the National Church’s understand-
ing of the role of elders is under-developed. The GAA therefore 
referred the issue to its own Code Committee, asking that Com-
mittee to consider how the National Code might be strengthened 
and clarified. In light of this, the GAA also requested all State As-
semblies to hold off making any changes to the description of the 
role of elders in their State Codes before the GAA has resolved its 
understanding of the issue.

While all of this may seem like an academic discussion far removed 
from the life and mission of the churches, these are exciting develop-
ments for which we should thank God. Over the next three or more 
years, the GAA, led by one of its Committees, will again consider God’s 
teaching in his Word regarding the leadership of the church, and seek 
to clarify and strengthen the ministry of those leaders. This provides 
the opportunity to further strengthen the gospel-centred ministry of 
Presbyterian churches across the country. Christ-like and Christ-cen-
tred leaders for our churches is a key to fruitful gospel ministry for 
years ahead.

At the same time, while the GAA considers the description of elder-
ship in the National Code, the Special Committee of the NSW As-
sembly will continue its work. If we want to strengthen the ministry 
of our church leaders we need to do more than clarify the description 
of their roles in the Church Codes. In 2016-17, therefore, the Special 
Committee has been charged to consider how elders might be bet-
ter trained for, and supported in, their important pastoral work, and 
also to consider how the ministry of biblical deacons might be better 
established in our churches.

So, watch this space! And please continue to pray that God would 
strengthen the leadership of the churches so that they might more 
effectively hold out the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Murray Smith, Convener of the Special Committee 
on Elders and Deacons

Elders and Deacons: watch this space!

We heard about it at Assembly, now view the 
video that explains the need and how to help 
this role be filled.

In his Ministry and Mission report at State Assembly, Bruce Meller 
encouraged us to consider the need for a Women's Ministry Facil-
itator. The Women's Ministry Task Force now encourages you to 
follow up on this request and learn more about what the role can do 
to enhance the local ministries of our congregations by supporting 
our Women in Ministry and women's ministry generally. 

Watch the video at: http://goo.gl/V2T7QU

We encourage you to share the video with your churches, so that 
we can all share the vision of supporting our women employed in 
ministry, and assist in enhancing women being involved in local 
ministries on a complementarian basis. The video could be shared 
in church services during announcements or posted to a church's 
Facebook page and website. Let's use it and get the word out to as 
many as possible.

Women's Ministry Task Force, Ministry and Mission, PCNSW

Women's ministry matters - the need for a 
Women's Ministry Facilitator
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Those were the words newly inducted Mod-
erator-General, Rev John Wilson, spoke to 
the 2016 meeting of the General Assembly 
of Australia (GAA) in Sydney in September 
in his opening address.

Mr Wilson said the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia was not a great church today because 
it had a staggeringly rich reformed heritage. 

"We can rest too proudly on heritage, sit 
too quietly with our reputation and satisfy 
ourselves too easily with maintenance min-
istry,’’ he said.

"We must grasp the Gospel with fresh eyes 
of faith (as if we’re comprehending it for the 
first time) and apply it, again, today. 

"Let’s pick up and grasp what is most need-
ful for the church. And, what is that? What 
is our most needful mission? It’s the orig-
inal mission. The Presbyterian Church 
of Australia must know what this is … a 
church must KNOW what it’s about and 
where it’s going.

"In Jesus’ day – there were leaders of God’s 
people who had no idea what they were to 
do. No idea! The Pharisees were self-ap-
pointed custodians of truth in Jesus’ day.

In his response, Jesus gives us three indica-
tions as to the church’s true focus. This is what 
the church ought to know about itself. This is 
what we must acknowledge for ourselves.

a) Matthew 12:2 says that The Pharisees 
looked with contempt at the disciples of 
Jesus, critical of their works of mercy. The 
Pharisees were so proud of their own record, 
so pleased with their heritage, so secure in 
their rule-keeping, that in their blindness 
they had no room for mercy. Jesus answered 
(v. 7): ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’

Later, in his recording of all this, Matthew 
helpfully reminds us by asking: ‘But what 
about the bruised reed?’ quoting Isaiah’s 
prophecy in verse 20.

The essence of Jesus’ ministry can be de-
scribed in part as gently supporting the 
bruised reed and maintaining the smol-
dering wick. This is part of the church’s 
core business. Through Christ’s name, we 
are to be champions of God’s mercy, agents 
of compassion to lift-up the downcast, en-
courage the weak, strengthen the fearful, 
relieve the oppressed, welcome the refugee.

As Jude says in his letter: ‘being merciful 
to those who doubt; snatching some from 

the fire and saving them; to others showing 
mercy, mixed with fear.’

The PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUS-
TRALIA delights in all good things that 
display the care, compassion and mercy of 
God. As Zechariah reminds us: ‘Administer 
true justice; show mercy and compassion to 
one another. Do not oppress the widow or 
the fatherless, the alien or the poor.’

b) Matthew 12:24 says that the Pharisees 
made the audacious claim that Jesus is the 
agent of the devil – that his power to deal 
with the spirits is the devil’s power. They 
were so envious of Jesus’ advancing cause 
and his endearing popularity, that they 
saw their own patch shrink and their influ-
ence diminish. And in their pettiness, they 
couldn’t see the lordship of King Jesus.

Matthew records Jesus’ response – v. 28 that 
he is Lord of the spirit world and was sent 
from heaven to deliver people from evil and 
to save them. 

Matthew 12 reminds us that the essence 
of Jesus’ ministry can be described in part 
as deliverance from bondage. This is the 
essence of being God’s people: we bear a 
message of great hope; deliverance from 
bondage. This is part of the church’s core 
business: to be a beacon of hope. Through 
Christ’s name, we are champions of God’s 
Lordship, proclaimers that Jesus is King. 
This church’s message is that Jesus has come 
from heaven to bind the binder, to over-
power the strong man, to declare that Jesus 
is Lord of everything. Jesus will set you free.

How do we apply this? Where is hope? 
Hope is found in:

• our encouragement in pastoring the small 
congregation and dreaming of revitaliza-
tion is that Jesus is Lord and can deliver 
people from sin and doubt and that he can 
deliver a church from malaise;

• our church’s confidence in evangelism 
is that Jesus is Lord of the human heart, 
and that he can change it;

• our passion for planting new churches is 
because we know that Jesus is Lord of all 
and can grow his kingdom from the pro-
verbial mustard seed beginning;

• Our compulsion to invest ourselves in 
cross-cultural and international mission 
is due to our assurance that Jesus is Lord 
of the nations and that Jesus came from 
heaven to deliver souls, regardless of lan-
guage, or race or background.

c) Matthew 12:38 says that they taunted 

Jesus with the challenge: ‘Show us a sign’, 
‘prove yourself ’. It was as if to say: ‘IF you 
show us a sign … we’ll believe.’

"Jesus’ response is clear. The only sign we 
need is the sign of the cross. Did I jump too 
quickly to that? Or did you see that already? 
Of course, he didn’t say that in so many 
words, but that’s where he’s going … vs 39, 40

"Some of Christ’s most profound teaching 
follows to the end of the chapter. It’s such a 
powerful illustration: Jesus said that what 
happened to Jonah is a picture of what is to 
happen to him. As disobedient Jonah was 
swallowed by a huge fish, and somehow, 
on the third day was vomited up on the 
beach … so Jesus will be crucified, dead 
and buried, but on the third day will be 
raised to life again. 

"Sounds like the Apostles’ Creed? ‘… was 
crucified, died and was buried. He de-
scended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again …’

"Never mind clever miracles, never mind 
other distracting remedies … the key reme-
dy he offers is the cross and the empty tomb.

"Then, as a further rebuke to the self-ap-
pointed custodians of truth, Jesus says:‘This 
is how it’s always been’. In fact, he says:
• the townsfolk of Nineveh were saved by 

looking to God’s provision and accepting 
his offer;

• the Queen of Sheba was saved by inquiring 
into this matter and accepting God’s offer.

"And, all the more, Jesus says, the Ninevites 
and the Queen of Sheba will judge you be-
cause they accepted God’s offer long before 
the coming of Christ – whose coming made 
the way of salvation so much clearer than it 
was to them.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRA-
LIA, I’m not spelling this out any further. 
You can do that. We are not the Pharisees, 
true, but … there’s a portion of the pharisa-
ic heart in each of us. There are lots more 
subtle ways to ask the same Pharisaic ques-
tion. There are way more refined and more 
evangelical-sounding ways to make the 
same challenge: ‘Lord, show us a miracle 
….’Show us: … ‘clever things’ … ‘upbeat 
things’ … ‘cool things’ … that attract lots 
of people.’’

For the full address to the GAA visit 
www.pcnsw.org.au

GAA 2016

THE SIGN OF JONAH:
THE CHURCH’S ONE ESSENTIAL
The Presbyterian Church of Australia was the product of its fathers who had gone before, but 
was not automatically a good church today because of its great heritage. 

The General Assembly of Australia was held in Surry Hills in September, KAREN FORMAN has this special 
report, over the next three pages.
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OBSERVATIONS:
1. The healthy state of our three theologi-
cal colleges. Under the leadership of Peter 
Hastie in Melbourne, Ian smith in Sydney 
and Garry Millar in Brisbane, the Colleges 
continue to attract and equip fine candi-
dates for ministry. In years past the theo-
logical battleground was fought over what 
we believe about the Bible and about the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

The battle never ceases, and as long as we 
have an enemy who either destroys or dis-
torts, it never will. The battle these days is 
over the content of the gospel and partic-
ularly the central doctrine of Justification. 
This truth, that in Christ by faith, the 
Christian is reckoned by God with a righ-
teous standing, as if he or she had kept 
God's law perfectly. This reckoning and 
declaration of righteousness is the un-
changing declaration of God the Judge, 
and is made on the basis of Christ's life, 
death and resurrection. He kept the law 
perfectly and He dies to pay the penalty 
of broken law. We can be certain in our 
relationship with God, my sin will never 
accuse me and sin, though present, has 
been dethroned because of what Jesus has 
done. Each of our Colleges affirms this vi-
tal truth and is worthy of our confidence. 
BUT REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
THAT THIS BATTLE NEVER CEASES.

2. People who believe the true gospel and 
are part of a church which proclaims it, 
are rarely so heavenly minded to be of no 
earthly use. In each of our states I have no-
ticed the expansion of aged care facilities 
to cope with Australia's ageing population. 
The new facilities in Ashfield and Padding-

ton, NSW, and the new Braemar facilities 
in WA are typical examples. But not only 
is there building expansion, pastoral care 
is being given renewed focus, and indeed 
people in advanced age are coming to trust 
in Christ.

3. Outreach, evangelism and church plant-
ing are no longer foreign ideas in our de-
nomination. The expanding work of APWM 
overseas is impressive and within Australia 
the expanding church plants around Mitch-
elton, Q'ld, Dubbo and Albury, NSW, and in 
Hobart, Tas; and the work of the excellent 
Church Planting Committee in Victoria un-
der the leadership of Richard Wilson is heart 
warming. Outreach is vital to the integrity of 
the local church. 

In the introduction to his commentary 
on Acts, the late Professor E.M. Blaiklock 
sums up Acts like this, "To press beyond 
the fringe is always sound policy provided 
it is done with vigor and devotion." PRESS 
OUTWARD!

4. Psalm 78 urges generational interaction. 
Reading vs 1-8, we are to pass onto the next 
generation, "the praiseworthy deeds of the 
Lord, His power and the wonders He has 
done." The growing work of summer and win-
ter camps in NSW, the vibrant work of Brian 
Harvey in Vic, and Ynet in Q'ld is worthy of 
enthusiastic support. However, we must not 
neglect children - infants and primary aged 
little ones require greater attention.

5. The sense of belonging to a nation-wide 
family.  The help that Q'ld is providing to 
SA,  Vic and NSW to WA, are indicators of 
a healthy family unity where the stronger 
care for the weaker.

The work of the creative and hard working 
National Journal Committee, producing 
AP has contributed much to this family 
one-ness as have the social media pages ini-
tiated by Scott Kroeger.

SURPRISES I HADN'T ANTICIPATED:
1. The work of PresAid on the initiative of 
Bob Thomas, where every $ raised reaches 
its target supporting overseas projects. $1M 
has now been raised. Bob is about to retire 
from his convenership with our thanks and 
we look to Dean Carroll to continue this 
vital work.

2. Another retiree is Allan Harman from the 
leadership of the Defence Force Chaplaincy 
Committee. How thankful we should be 
both for the evangelical quality and quan-
tity of our Chaplains working in the Forces. 
Allan Harman has widespread respect and 
has done much to develop the tremendous 
potential of this work.

3.  PIM under the leadership, until recently 
of Rob Duncanson and Stuart Bonnington, 
is expanding. Maxine and I visited Alice 
Springs and Darwin and were impressed by 
the solid faithful pastoral oversight of Rob 
and Jeanette Duncanson in Darwin, and 
Rob's strategic involvement in Timor Les-
te is deserving of greater support.  We pray 
for Andrew Letcher and Les Fowler as they 
take up leadership of this expanding work.

ONGOING CHALLENGES: 
1. I know that it is a state issue, but we can-
not really justify providing education for 
the elite; our schools must be centres of 
evangelism and discipleship of young men 
and women. In the book by E.H. Nash, who 
did so much work with boys in England's 
Public (our Private) Schools, among them 
John Stott and Dick Lucas, Nash is quoted 
as saying, "Public (private) school religion 
fits you for life and ruins you for eternity". 
Leadership of our schools must be occu-
pied by outgoing evangelical Principals and 
Councils. When such Principals are ap-
pointed, they must be given every encour-
agement to incorporate the gospel into all 
school life.

2. No doubt much is happening in evan-
gelism at the local level, but this Assembly 
must do more than just let outreach hap-
pen. We must actively encourage evange-
lism and evangelists. Do we believe that 
there is a City which is above, that there 
is an enemy and a state of eternal separa-
tion from God and all His blessings? Then 
we must re-double our efforts in prayer, 
training and outreach so that the lost may 
be saved, the elect called into God's fami-
ly. Our zeal for overseas mission must be 
matched by our concern to reach across the 
street to our fellow Australians.

3. We must understand our unique poli-
ty and show respect for it. We are neither 
Episcopalian nor Congregationalists. We 
are people under the direction of Courts of 

OUTGOING MODERATOR-GENERAL’S  
STATEMENT TO THE GAA
BY VERY REV DAVID COOK

(My wife) Maxine and I are very grateful for the warm reception we have received in each state. 
I have five observations to make; three surprises to share and three challenges for the church. 
Here are my remarks: 

DAVID AND MAXINE COOK
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• The Assembly engaged in theological 
debate as to the merit of retaining the 
words “contained in” within PCA ordina-
tion vows. Currently, the first question is: 
“Do you believe the Word of God which 
is contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments to be the only rule 
of faith and practice?” It was argued 
that omitting these two words would 
save having to explain to others what we 
mean by “contained in”. Historically, the 
words have meant “bounded by” – that if 
a person wants to find the Word of God 
written, they must look to the Old and 
New Testaments and not to any other 
sources. Some, however, have argued that 
“contained in” means that the Bible also 
contains things that are not the Word 
of God. The debate now passes down to 
state assemblies and presbyteries under 
the Barrier Act.

• Wednesday evening was dedicated to 
the so-called (in the words of Modera-
tor-General John Wilson) marriage de-
bate. See our editor Karen Forman’s full 
report on page three.

• Further theological debate focused the 
Church’s view on the nature of the el-
dership in the church. Originating from 
NSW as a desire to rewrite a section of 
their code, the discussion has now wid-
ened into a three-year theological study 
(to be returned to the 2019 meeting) 
into whether the Assembly can agree to a 
PCA-wide understanding of the charac-
terisation of the eldership, especially with 
regard to an elder’s aptness to teach. Up 
to this point, the PCA has not required 
a uniform or exclusive view of the duties 
and functions of the eldership, but has 
allowed a variety of practice.

• In the light of massive distances and ob-
vious practical difficulties, PIM (Presby-
terian Inland mission) churches and their 
relationship to supervising presbyteries was 
discussed. The Assembly was reminded 
that it was not possible to offer meaningful 
supervision from thousands of kilometres 
away. The Assembly declared that churches 
founded and maintained by PIM were now 
regarded as mission churches of PIM sub-
ject to its exclusive governance and jurisdic-
tion, and asked PIM to exercise power nor-
mally exercised by a presbytery until such 
mission church grows to the stage of being 
recognised as a regular congregation.

• To assist leaders in conducting public 
worship, the Assembly recommended the 
websites pwad.org.au and rejoicehymn-
base.com.au as useful resources for wor-

ship leading and as an aid to the church in 
general for private and family devotions.

• Does the PCA have a millennial view? 
Perhaps the Westminster Confession 
of Faith teaches or excludes particular 
views on eschatology and the millenni-
um. Perhaps it doesn’t.  The Church will 
discover more in three years’  time as the 
Assembly established a theological study 
group (to report to the 2019 meeting).

• Does the PCA have a view on offering the 
bread and wine to young children (of be-
lievers) during the Lord’s Supper? Again, 
we’ll have to find out in three years’ time, 
as the GAA established a theological 
study group (to report to the 2019 meet-
ing) on the Biblical, theological, histori-
cal and pastoral implications of the PCA 
practising paedocommunion.

• Damien Carson gave the Assembly a 
briefing on the work of the Gospel with-
in the Presbyterian churches of Adelaide. 
The report was encouraging to hear and 
thanks were expressed for the generous 
support being given by the Presbyterian 
Church of Queensland.

• Plans to celebrate the 500th anniver-
sary of the Protestant Reformation are 
well underway. Next October it will be 
500 years since Martin Luther made his 
protest and that gentle hammering of 95 
theses to the chapel door sounded a re-
sounding bell that has rung throughout 
the world. With the theme "Taking God 
Seriously," the PCA is launching a cele-
bration that emphasises our reformation 
doctrine, historical reflection and com-
mitment to evangelism.

• APWM reported on our large family of 
mission personnel working under the 
prayerful supervision of PCA, and we re-
joiced at the signing of what we anticipate 
will be a fruitful partnership between PCA 
and the Presbyterian Church in Japan.

• As the week of meetings drew to a close 
late Thursday afternoon, the General 
Assembly considered the implications 
of the Church of Scotland departing the 
faith in such an obvious way earlier this 
year in its General Assembly meetings 
in Edinburgh. The Church of Scotland 
now allows congregations to call min-
isters who are living in same-sex rela-
tionships. While the PCA is thankful 
for its heritage, which owes much to the 
Church of Scotland, it no longer con-
siders itself to be in fellowship with the 
Church of Scotland.

the Church, Sessions, Presbyteries and As-
semblies and most of us are members of the 
Courts which direct us.

Last year we had some controversy at the 
NSW Assembly when the Ministry and 
Mission Committtee's deliverance con-
tained a motion 'directing' Sessions not just 
'recommending' an action to Sessions. We 
are not free agents. We are subject to the 
direction of the Courts of the Church. Pres-
byterians must respect such direction.

We need clear leadership. Israel's problems 
were often due to a failure of leadership. 
When this Assembly rises our Moderator 
General has no actual authority. (I will 
just remind him of that now, so you don't 
feel the need to remind him of that every 
time he visits your area.) But, Moderator, 
we have confidence in you. We look to you 
to represent us clearly and lead us. You 
will have many opportunities to encourage 
evangelical ministers and ministries. Please 
make the most of every one! You will have 
many opportunities in the media to show 
that our Denomination takes God seriously 
by taking His Word seriously. We urge you 
to take every one! You will be faced with 
many choices as to where you will devote 
your energies. We urge you to take those 
opportunities which promote most clearly 
the interests of the Gospel!

Moderator, you are called to leadership in 
difficult days. We don't want to add to your 
difficulties. We will faithfully pray for you 
for the fulness of God's Holy Spirit in all 
you do. Please be assured of our loyal sup-
port as you faithfully represent the interests 
of God's Kingdom in our land.

MY SPECIAL THANKS TO: Mike Whar-
ton, our excellent webmaster; to the office 
members of the NSW Church, especially 
Jeof Falls, Fergus Tang and Suzanne Jensen, 
and to the staff of the Ferguson Library - 
Sue Pacey and Daryl Lightfoot for their 
ready help to support any research request.

Thank you to the Church for this enriching 
opportunity of service.

GA A 2016:  THE HIGHLIGHTS
The triennial meeting of the General Assembly of Australia 
held in Surry Hills in September testified to the Church’s fun-
damental unity around the truth of God’s Word and the power 
of Christ’s gospel. Highlights included:
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The amazing thing is, not only do we own a 
hospital – Allowah Presbyterian Children’s 
Hospital, which is managed by Jericho Road – 
but we own a hospital that is the only one of its 
kind in NSW and one of few around Australia.

How, then, could many of us not know of its 
existence? It’s probably like a lot of things. 
We don’t know about places/people/services 
until we actually need them ourselves.

Located in a leafy suburban street in Sydney’s 
Dundas Valley, Allowah is a unique place 
and a powerful act of showing God’s mer-
cy to some of the most vulnerable children 
and families in our community. It is a hos-
pital where parents of children with physical 
and intellectual disabilities such as genetic 
or chromosomal disorders, birth trauma, 
cerebral palsy, head injuries, and conditions 
acquired after birth can come and be cared 
for. And their families supported.

A first visit to Allowah can be daunting for 
some. Despite the brightly coloured floors 
and walls in the common areas and individ-
ually decorated rooms, not to mention the 
number of toys and modern teaching aids 
around and about (even a ball pit!), the sight 
of a dozen or more beautiful young children 
gathered around the recreation room in their 
wheelchairs with feeding tubes and other 
medical paraphernalia attached; many wear-
ing nappies, unable to speak but making nois-
es, can be difficult for some to cope with.

The kids, ranging from toddlers through to 
teens, may clap, sigh, cry or use a few words. 
Many also have involuntary movements, 
some move very little and others walk or 
crawl. They also may dance to the music 
that is playing (some sitting in their chairs), 
laugh, show great enjoyment at having 
games played with them or their hair done 
and indicate to the ever smiling and dedicat-
ed staff that they want more of the same!

In this place where the most vulnerable of 
children come for care, the over-riding emo-
tion a visitor might feel is one of despair or 
sadness or even fear… but that emotion can 

fast turn to hope and delight as you watch 
the staff and children go about their day. 
On the day The Pulse visited, Duke of Ed-
inburgh Award student Sophie Guy, from 
Carlingford, is there for her weekly com-
munity service. Watching her play with and 
read to young Olivia and Fatma, it is difficult 
to work out who is having the most fun.

Some children are there for medical care 
because they are unwell and others are there 
for intervention programs…which can help 
improve their quality of life and prognosis. 
And now with the introduction of National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) sup-
port services some are there for much need-
ed respite or other supports.

Elizabeth McClean, CEO of Jericho Road, 
says one of the biggest risks that gets men-
tioned quite often at Allowah’s leadership 
team meeting is the potential for children to 
escape into the car park. 

"Why is that? Because they have learnt to 
walk…and run in some cases! Yes, Allowah 
is a place where children learn to walk,’’ she 
says."It is also a place where children learn to 
communicate with their loved ones. Where 
children who can’t eat can thrive. Allowah is 
a place that reduces pain and suffering. Al-
lowah is a place of refuge and safety.

“Every day we strive to provide children 
and their carers with respect, dignity, 
emotional and spiritual support within a 
Christian environment in a way that max-
imises their quality of life.”

Asked about why the Church would run a hos-
pital, Elizabeth says that is nothing unusual.

"Christians have always run hospitals. They 
were places where strangers who are suf-
fering could come for comfort. For Jericho 
Road, we seek to love God with all our souls 
and with all our minds and with all our 
strength (Mark 12:29,30). And that changes 
how you live and work. 

"We understand (Genesis 1:27) that God cre-

ated all the kids we see in His own image and 
each is precious. We seek ways to be compas-
sionate, kind, humble, gentle and patient and 
love our neighbours (Colossians 3:12). We look 
to do what others are not doing… and meet the 
needs of the vulnerable. That’s Allowah.”

The trouble is – and at the moment, it is 
Trouble with a capital T – that hospitals like 
Allowah are expensive to run.

As the PCNSW General Assembly heard in 
July, Allowah returned a significant financial 
loss in 2015, and is struggling to return to a 
stable financial position.

"Allowah’s present position is a result of a 
number of factors one of which is significant 
change in the disability sector,’’ says Social 
Service Committee Convener, Brett Rich-
ardson.

"In the past, Allowah offered only general 
medical hospital admissions for private pa-
tients. The key toAllowah’s ongoing viability 
is to expand the number of services offered 
and reach out to more families and children. 
This has been built into Allowah’s Strategic 
Plan for mid-2015 – 2017. It  now offers ad-
missions to a variety of patients and is reg-
istered to offer support under the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme.’’

But what Allowah really needs is an injection 
of funds. And prayer. Lots of prayer.

“I don’t think people realise the financial 
burden that these families face and just what 
it costs for us to provide the level of care 
these kids require,’’ Elizabeth says.

"If I tell you that some of our beds cost $5000 
each; that wheelchairs can cost more than 
$10,000; that a bike built for kids with a dis-
ability to be able to ride can cost $2700… 
what parent wouldn’t like their child to be 
able to ride a bike in the sunshine? There is 
some funding available but for many children 
it doesn’t fully meet their needs,” she says.

Continued on p.12

Did you know that the Presbyterian Church owns and runs a hospital? Many people don’t…and 
unfortunately many people won’t, unless tragedy strikes and they find themselves desperately in 
need of its services – or, they read this article and feel inspired to become a desperately needed 
prayerful and financial supporter.

A hospital that needs your help
SPECIAL REPORT BY PULSE EDITOR KAREN FORMAN
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"Everything was normal. The 
pregnancy was normal. The 
scans and tests were normal. 
There were no indications for 
us to believe we were going 
to welcome anything but a 
healthy baby."

For Epping couple Yee-Foong and husband 
Andrew Stone, the birth of their much 
longed-for child three and a half years ago 
should have been a joyous time that ce-
mented their marriage and completed their 
family, which included Andrew’s daughters 
from a previous marriage.

Indeed, it WAS  a joyous time and it certain-
ly has brought the pair closer together, but 
as well as a celebration of new life, young 
Brendan’s arrival has heralded a massive 
change in lifestyle, financial situation and 
family dynamics.

Doctors have no idea why Brendan, so 
healthy in the womb, was starved of oxygen 
during his incredibly fast three-hour birth. 
But they do know that lack of oxygen was 
probably the cause of his cerebral palsy, his 
hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy (HIE) 
and the many issues that mean he cannot 
walk, talk or eat, requires 24-hour care, and 
that his parents and half-sisters’ lives have 
been changed forever.

Yee-Foong, an audiologist and Andrew, an 
accountant, adore their handsome brown-
eyed boy. They present as a close, loving 
couple who will do anything to give him the 
best chance at a healthier, happy life.

But they don’t shy away from the fact that 
caring for such a severely disabled child 
has irrevocably changed their life, their 
marriage, their very existence. Date nights, 
weekends away or spontaneous outings are 

things of the past.  Brendan’s needs take up 
all their resources.

There are, they admit, times they ask, "why 
us’’, but for the most part, they just get on 
with the business of living.  They simply 
haven’t the time to think too much beyond 
that. Andrew goes to work full time and Yee-
Foong works part time (with Brendan in 
child care at her work) and spends the rest of 
her week feeding, changing, bathing, enter-
taining Brendan and taking him to an aver-
age  of five medical or therapy appointments. 
Brendan requires constant attention as he is 
unable to self-settle or entertain himself giv-
en his lack of mobility and function.

Andrew has given up cycling. A minor inci-
dent with a car leaves him fearful of leaving 
his family with no major wage earner. The 
couple worries about the future, about who 
will care for Brendan when they are gone, 
but at least until he is 18, he can be cared 
for at Allowah.

"Brendan was born grey and floppy and had 
to be intubated for 25 minutes after his birth,’’ 
Andrew says. From there it was just going 
through tests each day and it wasn’t until day 
five that an MRI showed extensive brain dam-
age due to a lack of oxygen at birth.

Yee-Foong spent six days in hospital; her 
newborn son 19 days. He has been hospi-
talised scores of times since for corrective 
surgeries and illnesses.

Andrew says being an optimist, in those 
first months he still saw their son "playing 
for the Wallabies’’. As he grew, Brendan 
started to reach his milestones. He was bot-
tle feeding after attempts at breast feeding 
were unsuccessful. But as he grew older he 
became more delayed, epilepsy was added 
to his list of challenges, and he never gained 
head control or much movement in his 
arms and legs.

Their lives became a routine of home care, 
back and forwards to hospital. When a doc-
tor pointed out he was having trouble swal-
lowing, a nasal gastro tube was inserted to 
feed him and then a gastrostomy button in 
his stomach at eight months.

"It’s a developing story,’’ Andrew says. "There 
were a lot of misdiagnoses along the way. 
When he would fall asleep during a feed, in 
hindsight we know he was exhausted from 
the effort of swallowing. When he would be 
arching his back, we know it was a dystonic 
spasm, not reflux. When he was regurgitating, 
we thought he was full, but he was not cop-
ing with swallowing. He cried a lot, we didn’t 
know why. He was probably hungry and in 
pain from dystonia (muscle spasms common 
in cerebral palsy).  He cried all day and night.’’

Andrew left work and stayed home with his 
wife and son for the first eight months; a 
time that was filled with lots of medical in-
vestigations, appointments with specialists.

There were issues with his vision (but with 
therapy that is improving). Specialists on 
team Brendan include several paediatri-
cians, general surgeons, ear nose and throat 
specialists, gastroenterologists, orthopae-
dic surgeons, neurologists, respiratory phy-
sicians, occupational therapists, dentists, 
dieticians, physiotherapists, vision and 
speech pathologists.

Brendan requires tube feeding five times a 
day starting at 5am and each feed takes one 
hour 20 minutes. The last feed takes place at 
11pm. He receives medication eight times 
a day for his epilepsy, dystonic spasms and 
for sleeping. His nappy needs changing as 
many times as a typical toddler if not more, 
due to his liquid diet.

The effects of all this on his family have 
been marked.

Continued on p.12

“ALLOWAH’S
 OUR LIFELINE’’: 
 BRENDAN’S PARENTS
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Allowah: A hospital that needs your help.

“What the Presbyterian Church is doing through Allowah is a powerful 
work in the Gospel. We are a place that seeks justice and shows mercy in 
Jesus’ name for children and their families. And we are privileged to work 
with the Presbyterian Church in NSW to make Allowah a place where 
Christ’s love is shown.”

 HOW YOU CAN HELP
Firstly, thank you to all those who already support Allowah on a regu-
lar basis. Your support is so much appreciated.

If you would like to pray for Allowah on a regular basis you can sign up 
for our prayer letter. Just send your email address to Liz at emcclean@
pcnsw.org.au and we will add you to our list and you will get a monthly 
update on all things Jericho Road including Allowah.

 BUY A CHRISTMAS CARD
This year we are inviting you to make a Christmas gift to Al-
lowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital. Simple brochures 
that convert to Christmas Cards have been sent to every con-
gregation along with the Pulse. You simply detach the dona-
tion slips, make your donation any way you wish and for any 
amount you like and then give the cards to your friends and 
families. Keep an eye out for them or get in touch with Liz on  
emcclean@pcnsw.org.au and we can send them to you direct.

If you would like to contribute to Allowah financially you can do so in any 
way you choose:

 CREDIT CARD
You can donate using your credit card by calling Barrie Hoppitt on Ph: 
02 9690 9322 or by downloading a donation form from our website 
www.allowah.org.au and sending it in.

 CHEQUE
You can donate by cheque by sending it in to us at Jericho Road, PO 
Box 2196, Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2010.

 DIRECT DEPOSIT
You can donate by direct deposit to our bank account: BSB – 032 000; 
Account – 003 988
Please include “Jericho Rd Donation” in the description. If you would 
like a receipt please email bhoppitt@pcnsw.org.au with the date of the 
donation, the amount and your details.

 LEAVE A LEGACY
You could consider leaving Allowah a legacy. You can download the 
details at www.allowah.org.au or give Liz a call on 0427421467

 THROUGH YOUR WORKPLACE
You could talk to your employer about workplace giving, where a cer-
tain amount of your pay is donated on a regular basis.

 VIA PAYPAL
You can make a donation via PayPal on our website www.allowah.org.
au as a one off or on a regular basis.

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Continued from p.11

"Allowah's Our Lifeline": Brendan's Parents

"We had organised a trip to Norfolk Island with the two girls, now 
18 and 15, when Brendan was four months old, but that had to be 
cancelled,’’ Yee-Foong says. "We’ve cancelled other trips too. We 
occasionally go out for dinner but lunch works better and we have 
learned which places to go as not everywhere fits a wheelchair.”

"It is physically and emotionally hard looking after Brendan, but you 
have to do it, you have no choice.’’

Although Brendan cannot talk, the couple believes he understands a 
fair bit. "We have an emotional relationship with him,’’ Andrew says. 
"He is cheeky, he likes people and he lets you know. He laughs when 
you make mistakes.’’

Brendan first came to Allowah in his first year, referred by a paedia-
trician and now the family reckons they would be lost without it. "We 
started with day admissions when I returned to work at first and over 
time the nurses convinced us to let him stay for longer admissions 
when it was needed. We began to use more services such as the early 
intervention service, outreach respiratory and dental clinics. Plus the 
Westmead medical team come here which is great as Brendan is not 
comfortable in the car and Allowah is closer to where we live than 
Westmead hospital.

"It is also wonderful to have the collaborative team working out of 
Westmead and Allowah as everything is all in the one place.’’

Brendan attends weekly early intervention at Allowah to maximise his 
opportunity to participate in everyday activities. His stays also give 
Yee-Foong and Andrew a chance to spend time with the girls, who 
being in their teenage years need time with their parents.

"We would find it a lot more difficult without Allowah,’’ Andrew says. 
"It is our lifeline. It has a great team of doctors and nurses and they all 
know Brendan. The level of care is very personal.’’

 HOW MUCH IT COSTS
Having a child with severe disabilities is tough physically and emo-
tionally, but also financially.

Brendan’s care is paid for by a mix of Medicare, private health in-
surance, Mum and Dad’s pockets, grants for equipment and govern-
ment assistance. The Cerebral Palsy Alliance, State Government and 
Lions Club have all helped out.

His wheelchair alone costs $16,000. A sleep system to stop spasms is 
$4000. A special bed $2000. A standing frame $6000. Then there is 
formula and feeding supplies like tubes, nappies as well as medical 
care and therapy sessions.

His parents have put in requests for $12,000 for a hoist and $5000 to 
install it. They need to remodel their bathroom, modify the house 
with ramps etc and need a new change table because his is way too 
small.  They need a modified motor vehicle to prevent injury to their 
backs with excessive lifting and manual handling. 
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From the Moderator

Well, there are two ways that Christians typical-
ly think about living in a hostile culture. One is 
to withdraw from it. They believe that culture 
is so bad, so corrupt, that we have to be vigilant 
against it, be careful about being polluted by it. 
They think that the main problem with Chris-
tians today is that they've been too influenced by 
the world.

On the other hand, you have the opposite approach. To accommodate 
or to assimilate into culture. They believe that churches have become 
too isolated from culture, out of tune and disengaged.

When you live in a hostile world, how do you respond? Do you with-
draw from it, or do you stay involved?  So one of your non-Christian 
friends has invited you out to the pub tomorrow night for drinks with 
some of his friends. Some of you may think, "The problem today is that 
too many Christians are comfortable going to pubs who should really 
know better." Or some of you may think, "The problem with Christians 
today is that too many of them are a stick-in-the-mud and they need 
to get out a little."

I hope you can see that both approaches have real problems. If we 
withdraw from culture, we'll never have any influence. We'll live in our 
little bubbles and nobody will really care. On the other hand, if we are 
too afraid of being different, we'll fit in and nobody will think we're 
different at all. 

The Apostle Peter tackles this question in 1 Peter 3. Verse 9 says, "Do 
not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil 
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit 
a blessing." 

Verse 15 says, "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-
pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect."

Peter is writing to people who are facing persecution because of their 
faith in Christ. It would have been easier if Peter had told them and us 
that we could withdraw from the world or be assimilated into it. In-
stead, he tells them not to withdraw from the world.  At the same time, 
he tells them not to be assimilated by the world either. Even when it 
gives them grief and causes them problems, he tells them to be out 
there engaged and in relationship, and yet to be distinct by virtue of 
their faith.

In verse 9 Peter says, "To this you were called." We have been called 
to return a blessing when we are insulted by people who don't under-
stand our faith. When they ridicule us or poke fun at our faith, we are 
called to respond by blessing them.

So we shouldn't withdraw. Instead, we should bless. But we also 
shouldn't just blend in. 
In verses 15 and 16 he says:

"But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good be-
havior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander."

There's a saying supposedly attributed to St. Francis: "Preach the Gos-
pel always and if necessary use words." Well, Peter says, it's not going 
to be enough for you to live differently and to preach the Gospel only 
through your actions. You had better be prepared to use words as well.
If you're really living differently and you're not withdrawing from so-
ciety, then you will likely be asked what's up, and you'll need to be 
prepared to verbalize why you live differently. 

We're to be engaged in the world. We're to live our lives for Christ 
openly in the middle of an unbelieving world, ready to explain the 
reasons why we live differently.

Hundreds of years earlier, when God's people were carted off into exile 
in Babylon, there were some who wanted to live outside the city of 
Babylon because Babylon was so evil, and because they hoped to go 
back to their own land soon. They had a point, because the whole pur-
pose of carting them to Babylon was so they would be assimilated into 
culture. A false prophet even stood up and said they'd be back home 
within two years, so go ahead and stay separate.

But Jeremiah contradicted this and gave this advice to the people: "Build 
houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry 
and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. In-
crease in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and pros-
perity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord 
for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." (Jer. 29:5-7)

In other words, don't withdraw like the false prophet wants you to. 
Move right in and live among the Babylonians and seek what's best for 
the city of Babylon, even though you're only exiles there. 

On the other hand, don't be assimilated into the culture like the Bab-
ylonians would like you to be. Stay distinct, and yet live among them, 
and be a blessing to them. This is much harder than withdrawing or 
being assimilated. It's what God has called us to.

The same goes for us today.  Don't withdraw from our world. 

Make friends with those who aren't Christians. Go to parties. Hang out 
with people after work. Coach soccer. Join the Lions' Club or the Seniors' 
Group. Don't live in a Christian bubble. At the same time, be distinct. 

Live so that your devotion to the Lord is evident to everyone, and be 
ready to talk about it when it comes up. This is the hardest of all the 
options, but it's exactly what we've been called to do.

FROM THE MODERATOR BY PAUL HARRIS 

LIVING WITH HOSTIL ITY

It used to be that Australians were somewhat friendly toward the place of Christianity in society.  
We're living in a new day. This isn't news to any of us. We realize that culture's becoming increas-
ingly hostile to faith and at least wants Christians to keep their faith private.  How do we not only 
live within a hostile culture, but actually think about transforming it?
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PROFILE BY KAREN FORMAN

BE FAITHFUL AND 
DON’T GET DISTRACTED, 
URGES NEW MOD-GEN

John Wilson can be a funny guy. His quips 
about everything from “you won’t find a 
casual photo of me I am afraid – my wife 
thinks I even do the gardening in a suit’’ to 
“I am a Christian because I fell in love with 
a fellow student’s ponytails, chased her to 
her church and found Jesus’’. 

The new Moderator-General of the Gener-
al Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia is a humble man who can laugh 
about a lot of things, not the least himself. 
He finds a smile or positive in most things. 
Even in the General Assembly of Australia's 
recent debate on same sex marriage when 
the Assembly, for a while, couldn’t agree 
on whether to accept one of its own com-
mittee’s reports and he wryly suggested the 
Assembly “get on with it’’.

(A non-acceptance of a committee report, 
for the record, is something that John, who 
has moderated over the Victorian Assembly 
previously and attended many years of both 
state and national Assemblies, had never 
heard of happening before).

But John has a serious side as well, particular-
ly when it comes to his faith and his hopes for 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia while he 
is John Wilson, Moderator-General.

Speaking after the GAA, held in Septem-
ber at the Chinese Presbyterian Church in 
Sydney’s Surry Hills, John said he had some 
aspirations to encourage the church for the 
three years he will hold the Moderator’s title.

“It’s not the Moderator’s job to do anything 
in his own right, but I do have vision for 
presenting Christ as Christ crucified, and 
to deliver that on different levels,’’ he said. 

“There is a church-wide conviction that I 
want to share across the nation. I want to 
encourage churches to understand that we 
are in union across the nation and unity 
brings a more effective church. We are not 
just a church in location X, but a church in 
location X connected, all 600 of us across 
the nation, and that unity will encourage us 
to become stronger.’’

John’s own life as a Christian began as a 
child when he attended Church with his 
parents, but germinated and bloomed after 
he met his wife-to-be Paula at Reservoir 
Presbyterian church in Melbourne, as a 
university student.

“I was there chasing her after meeting her 
at university where Ì was doing a science 
degree (with a view to teaching) …and 
that connection turned my life around and 
brought me out of drift and into a real rela-
tionship with Christ.

“It was like walking into Chemistry 101, 
spotting the pigtails, sitting next to them 
and then off to church . . .. I kept going 
to that church because I loved her and we 
spent time together but very soon it became 
very clear that the Presbyterian Church was 
where I needed to be.

“These were the years leading up to the Vote 
for Church Union, the decision to unite or 
not unite, so issues were flying around all 
over the place. I was playing football for 
what was to become a Uniting Church. Then 
I went to an evangelical Presbyterian church 
clearly on track to stay Presbyterian and the 
connection was made …it gave me such a 
jolt when I realised it had a framework for 
believers called the Westminster Confession 

of faith, could articulate theology, could still 
reach out to the lost, read the Bible; it all 
gelled almost on the first Sunday.

“I pitched my tent there and from then on 
it would have been so, regardless of Paula. 
Somewhere there was a conversion. Every 
conversion is a hard conversion, but mine 
was smoother because of the theology of 
this church and the practical service that 
flowed out of it.

“We more or less decided (though initial-
ly without words) that we were going to 
marry, we knew it from the beginning.  The 
marriage was held at Reservoir Presbyteri-
an in the last year of university in 1973.’’

Prior to their marriage, the young couple 
had been tracking identically…science de-
gree…Diploma of Education, jobs in the 
government school system.

At church, John was a Sunday school teach-
er, Bible study home group provider and 
holiday club organiser.

“I am told I was born in Geelong, Victoria. 
I don’t remember it, the son of English boat 
people who settled out here after the war 
from a bombed out London.

“My family were through and through 
Christians to the core. On the Anglican 
scene in London, Dad was a PK (Pastor’s 
Kid), his father was an Anglican minister. 
I was the middle of three brothers and then 
there were two younger sisters. Growing 
up, Sunday was not just a special day, but a 
highlight of the week.

“As a family we would be in church morn-

Every three years the Presbyterian Church of Australia elects a new Moderator-General to over-
see the General Assembly and act as a nominal figurehead of the Church. KAREN FORMAN 
spoke to Victorian John Wilson about his election, his GAA experience, his walk with Christ . . . 
and how he became a Christian.
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ing, afternoon and sometimes evening. I 
had a Baptist church upbringing, Dad was a 
deacon, which means he was an Elder of the 
church. Mum was active and loved Christ 
(and still does). 

“The Christian Endeavour movement was 
part of my early days. It was a strong Chris-
tian discipleship movement, which helped 
bridge young people from a Sunday school 
approach to something closer to apologet-
ics alongside Christian service.

“It was formative for me in assessing the 
substance and value of Christian faith. Older 
readers would know of Christian Endeav-
our…maybe it’s more Victoria than NSW?

“We were brought up by Christian prayer 
in the home, with visitors to the table who 
were missionaries, all other concepts like 
tithing your pocket money for a missions 
cause, a wonderful atmosphere.

“In those years where a teen is trying to 
find himself, I wondered, do I love Christ 
like my parents do? In my searching for 
the meaning of life, I wouldn’t use the 
word rebellion, but I drifted…it was a 
drifting time.

“I remember challenging Mum once…why 
do I have to go to church? I was at the age 
when at 16 or 17 parents stop insisting their 
children go to church because they realise 
its counter-productive, a battle of wills. I 
had all the usual philosophical questions of 
life running around in my head.’’

So when God sent John to university and he 
met Paula in the first week, he was setting 
down a path that that confused young man 
could never had dreamed of.

After just four years of teaching, he left 
school and trained for ministry.

“God grabbed hold of my heart and mind, 
tapped me on the shoulder. There was no an-
gelic visitation at the end of the bed. Rather, 
it was a conviction that the best thing you 
can do is immerse yourself in ministry full-
time, instead of Friday nights and Sundays.

“Writers talk about an inward call, which 
is a growing conviction that you are gifted 
and suited, with the gifts and graces of God, 
to dedicate yourself fulltime to Gospel min-
istry rather than squeeze it into weekends.

“It WAS a big decision, to leave work, drop 
income…but when you have a God-given 
conviction you just follow it and then it’s a 
smooth transition to go into ministry train-
ing; a natural thing to do.

“Nothing’s easy. I mean you do lose income. 
But Paula was 100 per cent ok with it.’’

Daughter Emily was born in the couple’s 
first charge at Numurkah, near Shepparton 
in 1983, Bethany followed in Melbourne 
1985 and Carey was born in 1990.

“We were three years in Numurkah, then I 
was called back to Reservoir, where I served 
as minister for 10 years. It was strange re-
turning to our home church, but it worked. 
We were open about it. I was the young 
man who grew up in that church, first prac-
tised ministry in that church and got mar-
ried there, but it was never an issue and I 
was called and accepted as their Pastor.’’

John’s next call was to Kangaroo Ground, a 
semi-rural area on the fringe of Melbourne. 
They were there for three years, then he was 
asked to teach at Presbyterian Theological 
College in practical theology and church 
history in Melbourne.

“I taught 10 years and was part time clerk of 
the Victorian Assembly. Now I am fulltime 
clerk but still teach occasionally, it never 
separates completely. I am also assisting the 
minister at Reservoir. They all overlap. In 
ministry that’s how things work, you serve 
Christ wherever things open up.’’

John was Victorian Moderator in 2002-03. 
Fast forward to 2016 and he is Moderator 
-General of Australia. “Being the Mod-Gen 
of GAA was nothing I aspired to, it was the 
voice of the people,’’ he says.

“You get nominated first of all by the Vic-
torian Assembly, then submit to the whole 
process.  God leads by Godly committees 
making decisions prayerfully. There is no 
lobbying or campaigning, just submission 
to the mind of God expressed through 
Godly praying committees.

“When asked, I had a long think about it 
and a good talk with Paula because I was 
initially reluctant to accept.’’

He says when it came to the job of presiding over 
the Assembly, it isn’t as hard as it might look.

“The Assembly has already determined how 
things will play out. We have a marvellous 
system of government at this level, a book 
of rules called standing orders, by which we 
conduct every debate. All I do as chairman 
is say to the assembly every now and then, 
that we have all agreed this is how we are 
going to run things. So in that sense it is not 
difficult to chair the GA. It is not my role to 
interfere or direct, but to remind them we 
have already agreed how to behave.

“In a sense I don’t feel I have the responsi-
bility for what the assembly ends up doing, 
because to my mind my job is to guide it 
according to process.

“The only thing that worried me during that 
night of the same sex marriage debate was 
that we were entertaining the possibility of 
not receiving one of our own committee’s 
reports; that would have been the first time 
in my memory since 1980, an assembly re-
fusing to accept its own committee's report. 
In the end we did, so that was averted. I 
thought, wow, I didn’t expect this."

With the GAA over, John is anticipating 
that when the voice of the Presbyterian-
Church is asked for in a certain area of 
church life, he might need to be a spokes-
man for the PCA. 

“That could be a government enquiry, the 
marriage alliance forum. My role is to rep-
resent what the PCA has already declared 
or said and represent the PCA fairly.

“There are some forums overseas, or assem-
blies, that look for a PCA connection and 
I would be a connection, as indeed we in-
vited eight overseas guests to come to our 
Assembly and there might be reciprocal 
things going on there. Other things like 
state functions, even local church celebra-
tions - well every state has its own Modera-
tor for such occasions.’’

Looking ahead, John says he will continue 
to urge pastors to be faithful. “Don’t get 
distracted,’’ he says. “Be pure in life and do 
not fall into sin. Stick to the main calling…
which is ministry of word and prayer. We 
pastors are vulnerable. We get involved in 
all sorts of good things, but need to focus 
on the best.

“Further, I would like to have a ministry to 
remind PCA Christians that in Christ, they 
are completely justified. I sense a very sad 
lack of assurance in Christians. Nervous 
Christians. Christians unsure that the grace 
of God could possibly cover all of their sin, 
so I want to remind them that they are jus-
tified and loved by God. 

“There are three strategies I would like to 
carry with me personally whenever I have 
the opportunity to speak or write:  The 
church-wide message of unity. The pasto-
ral call to faithfulness and purity. And to 
Christians, to remind them that in Christ 
they are justified.’’ 

John presents a Bible to the Secretary for 
Mission, Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, 
Pastor Roy Yosef.

John signing a Partnership Agreement with 
Rev Kyoshi Endo, Moderator of the Presby-
terian Church in Japan.

Rev Endo and his translators, Nathan and 
Tomoko Stewart.

John presenting a Bible to the International 
Director of the World Reformed Fellowship, 
Rev Dr Flip Buys
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Influential broadcaster and media personality Andrew Denton is on a 
mission to put ‘euthanasia’ prominently on the Australian political agenda.

Using his well-honed communication skills and extensive media 
contact list, Denton has succeeded in garnering significant airtime 
and space to prosecute the case for assisted dying.

Denton’s understanding of how to set the media agenda at his chosen 
time has resulted in an impressive portfolio of TV, radio and speak-
ing engagements and digital and print coverage.

His argument makes compelling listening because his delivery is 
passionate, personal and well delivered.

Speaking at the National Press Club in Canberra in August, Denton 
told the story of his father’s last days: "When your heart fails, fluid 
backs up in your lungs and you spend all day, every day, fighting for 
breath. It's like waterboarding — trying to suck air through a damp 
mask, drowning and being revived again.” He explained how 18 
months ago he “set out to discover why good people are being forced 
to die bad deaths”. 

The importance of the venue and the event cannot be underestimat-
ed. His audience included some of the most influential Australian 
journalists, among others. This guaranteed the widest exposure na-
tionally and achieved at one sitting. The Canberra press is a powerful 
pack that has access to most if not all Australian media. Denton is 
‘gold’ for journalists who are looking for new content that is also pre-

sented professionally and easy to consume.  The ‘news’ of Denton’s 
18 month crusade received the major  exposure. It was achieved ef-
fortlessly. Interviews were organised. Sympathy for the pro-assisted 
dying cause was achieved.

This was not a conspiracy. Rather, it was a professional execution and 
delivery of the message.

In September, The Australian ran this report:

“More than 20 years after he enacted the nation’s first assisted sui-
cide laws — later axed by the federal government — Marshall Per-
ron (then Northern Territory Chief Minister) says the battle to bring 
back the right to die has been revived. “Victoria and South Australia, 
Mr Perron says, now represent “the best prospects” for change since 
hopes in the Northern Territory evaporated.”

The forceful re-emergence of assisted dying as a significant issue in 
Australia in many ways mirrors the same-sex marriage debate – ar-
ticulate, media-savvy spokespeople reaching a mass audience with 
well-developed and strategic campaigns.

The momentum is set and the sense of urgency created. The rally cry 
is loud and clear. The agenda is set.

This second article is an excerpt from the upcoming resource paper 
that explains the difference between active and passive euthanasia.

EUTHANASIA: 
W H Y  C H R I S T I A N S  S H O U L D  B E  S E T T I N G  A G E N D A S

The Gospel, Society and Culture committee of the church is preparing a comprehensive resource 
paper on euthanasia – assisted dying – aimed at helping Christians to understand the issue. This 
report looks at how euthanasia has come back on to the Australian agenda so prominently and 
quickly. The insight shows why Christians should be in the public square setting agendas and 
responding in a timely way.
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GETTING THE TERMS STRAIGHT  
— WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
When we turn to the question of euthanasia, it is important to be 
clear about terminology. Some of the terms are technical and quite 
specific, they can also influence our thinking and discussion.

Euthanasia literally means “good death”. The 
word is used to describe a wide range of ac-
tions which might lead to the ending of a 
person’s life and also to situations in which 
deliberately refraining from acting leads to 
someone’s death.

There is an important distinction between “active” euthanasia and 
“passive” euthanasia. In fact this is such an important distinction, 
that it is better not to use such similar terms (and gladly some new 
terms have been developed).  Active euthanasia involves an action, 
such as giving an injection, which is intended to cause a patient’s 
death. In the past this has been called mercy killing and is often now 
termed Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS). By contrast, passive eutha-
nasia allows a patient to die due to the effects of their disease. This 
may involve taking a patient off a ventilator which has been sustain-
ing their breathing. It is better to call this ‘allowing to die’.

Active euthanasia is wrong, it consists of taking a life. However, in 
many circumstances, it is right to decide to no longer treat some-
one and to allow them to die of a condition which is clearly taking 
their life.

The important distinction here is not being ‘active’ or ‘passive’. It is 
possible to be ‘passive’ with evil intent.  Imagine a man feuding with 
his neighbours who watches their house burn down and does noth-
ing. He did not set the fire but he is guilty for what he did not do — 
and he failed to act because he wanted to hurt his neighbour. Being 
‘passive’ or not doing something doesn’t absolve us from blame.

Allowing a terminal patient to die differs from 
this example in two important ways. First, med-
ical staff recognise that there is nothing they 
can do to stop the imminent death of a patient. 
The course of the disease is such that the patient 
will die in the next hours, days or weeks. It is 
not a question of whether to try to cure the dis-
ease or even to reverse many of the symptoms, 
there is no effective treatment which is likely to 
bring substantial healing. It is not always easy 
to know if that is the case, but often the likely 
course is obvious.

Even more important are the different inten-
tions of the action. Allowing a person to die, 
when death is inevitable, is not the same as 
wanting the person to die. Often the best thing 
to do is to accept that death is inevitable and so 
life need not be prolonged. The morality of an action depends partly 
on the intention. (To go back to the example above, the man who 
ed the house burn did not intervene because he wanted it to be de-
stroyed). Intention is not the only way in which we judge our actions, 
but it is an important one.

“Allowing to die” covers refraining from actions, such as not giving 
a patient renal dialysis (which maintains the chemical balance of the 
blood as a replacement for kidneys which have stopped function-
ing). A further example would be the decision not to resuscitate a 
patient who is in the end stage of a terminal disease and has a heart 
attack. (Note that “allowing to die” will not be relevant for someone 
suffering from a condition that will not lead to their death. Someone 
who has severe depression and wishes to die should be treated and 

not allowed to follow through on their current desire, one which we 
would hope will disappear as the depression eases.)

We do not have a responsibility to extend a person’s life as long as 
possible, irrespective of the condition of that life. There is room for 
recognizing that a patient will have greater comfort and dignity if he 
or she is not put through further treatment but helped to be comfort-
able and allowed to prepare for death. The mythology of our society 
is that we can always hold off death with our medical prowess. In 
fact, every day we see the evidence against it, yet it persists. Chris-
tians know that death remains the last enemy and it has not yet been 
destroyed (1 Cor 15:26). There is a point at which we should accept 
that and try to help others to accept it.

RELIEVING PAIN — PALLIATIVE 
CARE
Christian compassion has often led the way in developing good 
palliative care which aims to ease the pain of the dying. The found-
ers of the hospice movement in the nineteenth century were Chris-
tians. Dame Cicely Saunders, who is generally credited with be-
ginning the discipline of palliative care in modern medicine, was a 
Christian believer. 

Good palliative care is concerned for the comfort of the patient 
and seeks to provide physically, emotionally and spiritually. Phys-
ical comfort for the dying includes pain control and the manage-
ment of other distressing symptoms. This kind of treatment can 
give the patient significant control over their pain and allow them 
the capacity to deal with personal matters, including relational and 
spiritual concerns. 

Emotional support begins with providing the patient with warm 
human support, especially continued connection with family and 
friends as well as with wider society. Often people feel they have 

been abandoned in the last stages of their lives 
and dying becomes an even more painful and 
lonely experience. This is an area in which the 
local Church can have a ministry. Christians 
should be ready to visit and care. Pastoral care 
of dying people is taxing and it provides an 
opportunity for the whole church (not just the 
minister and elders) to express Christ’s love by 
the bedside of the dying. 

Good palliative care will allow the patient 
sufficient space and time alone to process 
thoughts and feelings. It will provide oppor-
tunities for them to share their thoughts and 
feelings. It requires carers to be aware of and 
to seek to relieve the anxiety and depression 
which sometimes accompanies a terminal 
disease. Spiritual care allows a patient to 
seek meaning in their life and death and to 

reflect on their situation. It should include opportunities to ask 
spiritual questions and to find peace with God in Christ.

We should be at the forefront of providing good palliative care. Lots 
of Christians work in professions which care for the sick. We should 
encourage our brothers and sisters in this ministry, but not think that 
their work absolves us.

The new resource paper will be available on 
the GS&C’s website gsandc.org.au.

Allowing a person to die, 
when death is inevitable, 
is not the same as wanting 
the person to die.
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Christmas Reflections

There’s a simple test that we can all 
give ourselves to see if we understand 
Christmas. It's found in 2 Corinthians 8. 
Let me give you the test, and then ex-
plain where I got it from.

Here's the simple test: You know you understand Christ-
mas if it motivates you to give generously.

If you understand Christmas, you will be generous with 
the poor. If you aren't generous with the poor, it shows 
that you don't understand Christmas at all.

That's a pretty audacious statement to make. Let me give 
you a bit of background. The church that Paul writes to, 
the church in Corinth, was a relatively wealthy church in 
a world in which a lot of people didn't have very much. 

When Paul wrote 2 Corinthians, there was a special need 
among the Christians in Jerusalem. We don't know why. 
All we know is that things were in bad shape, and the 
church in Jerusalem needed help.

So Paul faced the same situation that we face today. We 
are, in a lot of ways, like the Corinthians. We may not feel 
like it, but we are the "have's". For whatever reason, we live 
in a country where there is lots of opportunity, and we 
have a lot compared to the rest of the world.

Paul was trying to raise money to help, just like our Church 
tries to do through ministries like PresAid and Jericho Road. 
Others are in need. In Paul's day, the need was for money to 
help with food. Today, Jericho Road are trying to help refugee 
families in Australia with basic needs like oil and rice.

How do you raise money among the relatively rich to help 
those who have next to nothing? 

Paul reminds them of God's grace. He says that if they really 
understand God's grace, then generosity is the necessary out-
come. Christian giving is more than a display of compassion. 

It's more than a readiness to help those in distress, as good 

as that is. Christian giving is always a response to God's 
grace, demonstrated in the Christmas story.  If we under-
stand the Christmas story, we'll respond with generosity 
to those in need.  If we aren't generous to those in need, it 
shows that we don't understand Christmas at all.

In the first seven verses of 2 Corinthians 8, Paul describes 
a group of churches that did get it. They were the church-
es of Macedonia. These churches weren't generous be-
cause they had a lot. They were generous and gave be-
yond their abilities and beyond expectation, and actually 
pleaded with Paul for the privilege of giving, because of 
"overflowing joy". They didn't just give money; verse 5 
says that they gave "themselves first of all to the Lord," 
and this resulted in generosity.

What causes a group of poor people to plead for the priv-
ilege of giving beyond what is reasonable or expected to 
help other people?  They understood God's grace.

Then in verses 8 to 15 Paul turns to the relatively rich Corin-
thians and says, "Isn't it about time that you completed your 
collection to help the poor in Jerusalem?" But he doesn't 
appeal to sympathy, or to guilt, or to prestige. He doesn't 
even mention money. What he does mention is Christmas, 
because he knows that if you really understand Christmas, 
then radical generosity is the necessary outcome.

Read verses 8-9:
"I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity 
of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of oth-
ers. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 
that you through his poverty might become rich."

What will make us generous? Verse 9 tells us: really getting 
Christmas. When we really understand that the Lord Jesus 
Christ gave up the riches and glory and honor that were his 
in heaven, gave all of that up, and came to earth and lived 
poorly, humbly, and died shamefully for our sakes; when 
we grasp that the pre-existing Lord of glory became poor 
by choosing to accept our earthly life; when we really un-
derstand Christmas, how could we not follow his example 
and be generous? If Christ gave up that much for us, how 
could we not give up mere money to help others in need?

The Editor in chief, Editor and the rest of the team of the 
Presbyterian Pulse would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our readers a happy, safe and blessed Christmas and 
holiday period.

The PCNSW Church Offices on Chalmers St, Surry Hills will 
close from noon on December 23 through to January 3 for 
the Christmas period. The first Pulse for 2017 will be pub-
lished March 1. Copy deadline will be Monday January 9. 

If you need urgent advice during the closure, please contact:

PCNSW: Peter Merrick 0498000085.
Aged Care: Paul Sadler 0418208232.
Jericho Road (closed from  December 22 - January 9): 
Elizabeth McClean 0427421467.
M&M: Bruce Meller 0418650618 or John Irvin 0427754894.
Media enquiries: Karen Forman 0425675555

CHURCH OFFICES CHRISTMAS HOURS

M O D E R A T O R ’ S  C H R I S T M A S  M E S S A G E  F R O M  P A U L  H A R R I S

CHRISTIAN GIVING
I S  A  R E S P O N S E  TO  G O D ’ S  G R AC E
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General Office

Walking Home - 2000 km in 80 days
by Andrew Sav
RRP: $20 inc. postage from 
www.walkinghome2000.com
Publisher: L&R Morgan

No, this is NOT a boring blow by blow detailed account of each of 
the 80 days. Yes, each chapter is headed with the day - e.g. Day 22, 
Day 23, and so on, BUT the chapters are quite short and what we 
have in the book is a glimpse into the "behind-the-scenes story - the 
agony, disappointment, laughter, absurdity, mess-ups, conflicts and 
close encounters" (quoted from back cover of book).

Why the journey? Andrew Sav (or Sav as he is affectionately known) 
is Australian born but now based in France with his wife and family 
engaged in Bible translation work. He has also lived in various other 
parts of the world as well and had the desire and yearning to re-con-
nect with the country of his birth - Australia. And so an idea was 
born and the planning began. The route chosen was from Cairns to 
Stanthorpe (Sav's home town in Queensland). The distance would be 
2,000 km, representing the number of language groups still to have a 
copy of the Scriptures in their own language!

This book really captivates - once you start, you can't put it down! 
Sav writes well, with humour throughout, but also the book gives 

so much more as the back cover again 
reads - "Sav's journal entries over 
eighty days... are an earthy allegory of 
the journey of life, and are packed with 
encouragements and lessons for those 
who are struggling."  Also there are in-
teresting insights and pieces of infor-
mation along the way, which I for one, 
found extremely interesting.

Again from Sav, "During my years of 
exile in France, I had longed for a deeper connection with Austra-
lia, the country of my birth. I may have been a little less enthusiastic 
though if I'd realised this meant the possibility of connecting with an 
oncoming train, a sideways careening truck, crocodiles, taipans, death 
adders... and a green tree frog!"

I cannot recommend it highly enough - go get a copy and read it 
yourself. You will not be disappointed.

Just as we  went to press and well after this review was writ-
ten, the Pulse team was saddened to hear of the sudden 
death of Andrew which was a shock to all of his family and 
friends, including the team of people he had set up to help 
promote and distribute his book. We are pleased to review 
his book which honours his life's work and the Kingdom.

Book Review
 BY BETTY THOMPSON

D o you know how it feels when 
someone leaves your church 
without telling you? Depending 
on their level of involvement it 

might take a couple of weeks to notice their 
absence. You then contact them and they 
tell you they’ve quit.

They’ve decided that they want a smaller 
church – or a larger one. They’ve decided 
that they’ve been under-appreciated and 
want more opportunities to contribute – or, 
perhaps, they’ve been over-burdened and 
want less involvement

Without discussing their circumstances or 
their developing jaundice, they just slip on out 
without courtesy or concern. And that’s that! 
No, they’re not coming back. They’re finished.

Why didn’t they speak? Why didn’t they in-
dicate their dissatisfaction? How could they 
just walk out like that?

It may well be that the church did not have 
a known feed-back loop. Few churches do. 
Apart from a direct conversation with the 
minister (or a gripe to another disaffected 
friend), it’s often hard to get information 
back to the leadership of the church or its 
particular ministries. 

But systems need that and churches – 
whatever else they may be – are also sys-
tems. Mechanical systems get feed-back 
via sensors. Inter-personal systems get 
feedback by observation – of facial ex-
pressions, tone of voice, physical posture, 

the direction in which people are moving 
and their levels of engagement. We have 
to have feed-back loops, but we rarely 
develop them intentionally, preferring to 
rely on intuition.

That’s not good enough. If people are tim-
id (or, worse, if they feel intimidated), they 
will rarely summon up the courage for any-
thing that might appear to be – or might 
actually become – confrontational. 

Generally, people in churches want to be 
“nice” and “kind”. We want to avoid mak-
ing a fuss, attracting attention or getting 
others off-side. The Bible instructs us to do 
good to all people, especially those of the 
household of faith, and church people give 
a lot of weight to that teaching. 

Back it up with the instruction that we are 
to live at peace with all people as far as that 
is possible with us, and we have a recipe 
for conflict avoidance. Indeed it feels like 
the 11th commandment. Sure, Scripture 
instructs us to speak the truth in love, but 
even there we read a choice and prefer to be 
more loving than truthful, imagining that 
it is better not to speak at all than to speak 
critically, and it is better just to leave than to 
do anything that might cause people not to 
like us or, horrors, to speak critically of us. 
For most people, it’s far better to run. 

To look for a new and brighter future 
that takes even less effort than what 
we’ve left behind.
Leaders need to be in front of this ten-

dency and cause their people to see them-
selves as members of a community whose 
perspectives are important and whose in-
sights should be shared. Leaders need to 
make it easy for people to contribute their 
perspectives and understanding, and not 
to act as if leadership gives some sort of 
prescience or omniscience that makes all 
other input redundant.

Voila! The National Church Life Survey. It’s 
not sufficiently broad to provide compre-
hensive feedback, and it’s not sufficiently 
frequent for instantaneous feedback, but 
even on a five-yearly basis it’s far better than 
nothing, and church leaders should value it 
and take advantage of it.

The NSW Assembly in 2015 resolved to “in-
struct all Sessions to take action to ensure 
the participation of their congregation/s 
in the National Church Life Survey to be 
held in 2016.” Somehow “all Sessions” has 
become about 70 per cent of the churches 
that should have participated, which leaves 
an interesting conversation for the Assem-
bly about how it responds when Sessions 
ignore its instructions. 

Continued on p.35

R E S P O N D I N G  T O THE NATIONAL CHURCH LIFE SURVEY
BY BRUCE MELLER
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Jericho Road

“Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

My name is Alec and I am an inmate in a 
Correctional Centre. I decided to write this 
letter to you not only to thank you for all 
the support and work you do for prison 
ministries, but to also encourage you in 
knowing that through your ministries peo-
ple in prison are being blessed and having 
their lives changed through the joy and for-
giveness they’ve found in Jesus.

The Chaplain here is a wonderful man of 
God who has a heart for all the inmates 
here. We are blessed to have such a wonder-
ful man for our chaplain.

I am a born again Christian and know I 
am absolutely blessed to be able to worship 
God in a church environment even in pris-
on. God has continued to bless me over and 
over during my past months since coming 
into the prison system and it has brought 
such a joy to my heart that words can barely 
explain. It is strange to explain that my faith 
in God has grown so much and I’m happy 
to say he has my full attention. Coming to 
prison has been a humbling experience for 
me personally. I’ve come from having a 
beautiful home, nice cars, money; down to 
enough items that fit into two plastic tubs, 
yet I am so happy and secure. Such is the 
joy of the Lord I have in my life even here 
in prison, it is definitely more than enough. 
God’s grace is more than abundant.

I know that my prison time is only a short 
time in the scheme of things. In Psalm 23 
verse 4 it reads “though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death.” This dark 
time of life is being experienced as walking 
“through” that valley, but I will not fear be-
cause God almighty is with me and I know 
he will bless me on the other side of all this.

I often tell other Christians that prison in-
mates are a captive audience. There is so 
much despair and damage to people’s lives 
in here it is definitely a place where people 
need to find the love and freedom they will 
find by having Jesus in their hearts.

They call this place a “correctional centre,” 
well I’m sorry to say it’s just another gaol. 
The correctional centre in prisons can be 
found in the chapels, where the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is shared. 

One thing I relate to other inmates is how 
Jesus delighted in spending time and help-
ing the down and out, the lepers, the pros-
titutes, the tax collectors, prisoners. These 
are all the rubbish people the world looks 
down upon, yet Jesus had a heart for them 
all, he’s in the business of recycling rubbish 
into something useful, something beautiful, 
to give us a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29 
verse 11.

Once again, thank you for your heart and 
funds you give to provide us with the Chaplain 
and Chapels in prison. The highlight of my 
week is Sunday Chapel and weekly bible study.

Your continued prayers are appreciated. 
Please pray for peace upon this place, and 
that guys' hearts are softened and opened to 
receive a word from the Lord. I pray daily 

for every inmate’s situation and want them 
all to know the same joy I have in my life. 

I have requested a family member to for-
ward you some funds which are to be put 
towards prison ministry. This was a word to 
me from the Lord and who am I to argue 
with him?

May God almighty continue to bless you 
and the Jericho Road ministries team, your 
hard work is definitely coming to fruition 
in growing God’s kingdom and healing the 
broken hearted.

Kindest regards,

Alec
WILL YOU PRAY?
If you would like to join us in prayer for 
the work of our Prison Chaplains and all 
the other Jericho Road ministries please 
subscribe to our monthly prayer letter. Just 
send an email to Liz at emcclean@pcnsw.
org.au and we will add your name to the 
distribution list.

WILL YOU GIVE?
Our work in Prisons is only partially fund-
ed by the Department of Corrections. You 
can ensure that Jericho Road can continue 
to fund the work of our Chaplains by mak-
ing a donation – either one off or on a regu-
lar basis. All donations to Jericho Road over 
$2 are Tax Deductible. For more informa-
tion go to www.jerichoroad.org.au or con-
tact Mr Barrie Hoppitt on Ph:02 9690 9322

At the end of August this year the following letter was received by Jericho Road. We want to 
share this encouragement with you as our partners in bringing the good news about Jesus into 
hard places. Names have been changed for security reasons.
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Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work 
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are 
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.

Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ
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Where did you grow up and what 
are you studying?
I grew up in Port Macquarie, on the mid 
north coast and moved down to Sydney 
at the start of last year for uni. I currently 
study a Bachelor of Arts at the University of 
Sydney, majoring in History and Sociology. 

Thoughts about church
Over the past couple of years, I’ve come to 
see church as one of the most rewarding 
parts of the Christian life. Leaving home 
and settling into a new church was a real-
ly important step for me. It made me think 
about why I needed a church family and 
how important it was to be taught the Bible 
well, week-after-week. Stepping into a new 
church enabled me to see the way a church 
operates as a body, with different people 
fulfilling different needs with the different 
gifts they have. We have all been appoint-
ed for the same mission of growing God’s 
kingdom, and that doesn’t just refer to the 
people out the front. I’ve realised that even 
though I’m only new to adult life and still 
have days where I feel about eight years old, 
I too have the duty and delight to serve God 
in active and tangible ways.

Thoughts about being a Christian 
at high school/uni 
High school is a time in your life where ev-
eryone seems so concerned about finding 
their identity and figuring out what kind of 
person they are. Being a Christian in high 
school is interesting, because a lot of those 
questions about identity have already been 
answered by Jesus. And, for me at least, this 
kind of explains why you might feel different 
from everyone else or think you’re boring 
because you aren’t ‘searching for yourself.’ 

Going to university presents a similar situa-
tion, except that everyone seems very much 
aware of their identity crisis and a lot of 
people put serious thought into it. So being 
a Christian in this context is simultaneously 
very challenging and very exciting, because 
people are actually interested when they see 
someone who is content with who they are 
and firmly grounded in their faith when 
making choices in everyday life. 

I realise now what a blessing it has been 
to have the knowledge that my identi-
ty is in Christ. And because of that, the 
focus can now be on transforming that 
knowledge into actions. I’ve been reading 

through 1 Peter with a housemate and it 
has been a timely encouragement to live 
godly lives in every context, so that others 
may see God’s hand in all that we do and 
come to know him.

Thoughts about young people get-
ting involved in justice and mercy 
ministry

God’s character shows us the importance of 
justice and mercy. Since we have the oppor-
tunity to share God’s love and the hope we 
have in Jesus, getting involved with justice 
and mercy ministry is a wonderful way that 
we can do so. Young people are often side-
lined when it comes to addressing big issues 
of suffering and injustice, but loving people 
is something that you can do at any age. And 
actually, young people are in a very unique 
phase of life where we have a fair amount of 
freedom and time at our disposal. 

Thoughts about At the Innkeepers
At The Innkeepers is the Jericho Road 
youth initiative that was created with this in 
mind, providing a way for the Pressie youth 
to come together in this pursuit and make a 
difference. The project belongs to all of us, 
all over NSW, and already I’ve had the priv-
ilege of seeing incredible generosity coming 
in from a range of places. At the moment, 
we’re raising money for young refugees 
and their families to attend a Sydney Ref-
ugee Team Weekend Away where they are 
able to hear the message of the Gospel as 
the teams look after their needs. We aren’t 
involved in the camps, but we can help pay 
for these people in need to get there – and 
that’s a significant thing!  You don’t need to 
be an adult; you don’t need to have a huge 
youth group; you don’t need to have heaps 
of funds. We have been blessed with the 
skills and means needed to help this cause 
– so let’s do something!

WELCOME 
TO THE ROAD 

ELISSA!
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Meet our Youth Ambassador:

Elissa Donnellan

“I’ve come to see church as 
one of the most rewarding 
parts of the Christian life.”
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For more information go to:
w w w . a t t h e i n n k e e p e r s . o r g . a u
or check us out of facebook. You can 
also get in touch with Elissa direct 
on: edonnellan@jerichoroad.org.au 
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REV JASON FORBES

At Jericho Road, we’re interested in supporting 
churches to reach out to people who are margin-
alised. But it’s not just about providing services. 
It’s about forming partnerships by getting to 
know churches as they get to know us.

Recently, this is exactly what happened. Each year, New Life Presby-
terian Church in Gungahlin has an annual training week for mem-
bers. This year, they requested some training on including people 
with disabilities. I was very excited by the prospect. What an oppor-
tunity to get to know the people of Gungahlin and respond to the 
questions they had.

For me, this involved running five introductory workshops on the 
subject of disability, being involved in the Friday youth group, and 
preaching on Sunday. Needless to say it was a very full week but one 
that I thoroughly enjoyed.

I was interested to see people struggling with the concept of dis-
ability and beginning to realise the varieties of disability that exist. 
Looking at what the Bible says about disability, and how this often 

stands in contrast to common perceptions 
and attitudes.

Youth group was a lot of fun with activi-
ties introducing kids to various disabili-
ties - such as having a race to do up shirt 
buttons with socks on their hands, or using 
binary language (indicating ‘yes’ or ‘no’) to 
communicate, or using strategies to work 
around limitations. Blind hockey was a hit.

Preaching on Sunday provided further opportunity to challenge per-
ceptions of ability and disability in terms of social status. From 2 
Corinthians 12:1-10, we see that it’s through a lack of social status we 
are enabled to experience God’s grace, and then demonstrate God’s 
grace to others.

Spending the week at Gungahlin provided an opportunity for the 
ministry of disability advocacy to achieve its purpose in a highly ef-
fective way. Like any partnership, the relationship is most strong and 
effective when both parties spend time together. Having spent the 
week with Gungahlin, I can see this is a great way for churches to 
address disability issues.

THE END OF AN 
In the last edition of the Pulse we announced that the Student Residences program run 
by Jericho Road would cease at the end of 2016. While student residences were a great 
ministry in the past, and still have value, there is a limit to the resources available to 
provide a denominational justice and mercy ministry. The closure of this program is 
the “end of an era” and the decision was not taken lightly nor without significant regret.

We were encouraged to receive the following letter from Mr Colin Gauld, a resident 
of the Malcolm Downie House in Stanmore. Mr Gauld writes: “I was a resident of 
Malcolm Downie House in Stanmore for about three years from 1955 after coming 
from Bega to Sydney to study at Sydney University. Malcolm and Pearl Downie were 
in charge for the time I was there and looked after us fairly well – from memory the 
food was good!

The Downies were members of the Petersham Presbyterian Church and encouraged 
the residents to attend there. However, a group from the hostel went regularly to Stan-
more Presbyterian Church where Bill Camden was a (student?) home missionary. 

It was while I was at MDH that, through the faithful witness of two of the residents, Ken 
Bailey and Seton Arndell, I made a firm commitment to follow Jesus and he has faithful-
ly cared for me ever since. I also first served as an elder in the congregation at Stanmore.

The PFA in the Stanmore church consisted mainly of residents of Malcolm Downie 
House, Dunmore and St Margaret’s Hostel (Anglican) and was a wonderful group of 
young people. Many of us remained associated with that congregation until the property 
was sold off. Tennis on the church court was a regular activity. During that time home 
missionaries included (besides Bill Camden) John Campbell and Campbell Egan.”

We thank God for the work that he has done through our Student Residences over 
many years.

It was lovely to hear from Mr Gauld and if you’d like to get in touch or have mem-
ories of your time in Presbyterian Student Residences please contact Liz on  
emcclean@pcnsw.org.au
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On Location with the NSW Disability Advocate
NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN, GUNGAHLIN

Back Row: Bob Knight, John Franklin, A.Seeberry, T.Lee.  
Third Row: Colin Gauld, D.Martin, Don Tindal, Ian McCawley. 
Second Row: Seton Arndell, J.Waugh, Perry Kwon, Ian Gordon, 
S.Hooper, Bob Paton. Front Row: L.Teale, G.Walters, John Hast-
ings, R.Buckley,  John Holmes, John Miller

M O D E R AT O R ' S  V I S I T

M A LC O L M  D O W N I E  H O U S E

B L I N D  H O C K E Y
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What do you give that person who has everything? Or do you just want to give a gift that will 
bring joy to a child and family in need? This year we are inviting you to make a Christmas 
gift to Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital. In October we will be sending 
simple brochures that convert to cards to every congregation. 
You simply detach the donation slips, make your 
donation any way you wish and for any 
amount you like and give the cards to 
your friends and families.
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Christmas Giving

Keep an eye out for them or get in touch 
with Liz on emcclean@pcnsw.org.au and 
we can send them to you direct.

From the team at Jericho Road, we pray that as you remember our 
great Saviour’s birth this Christmas that you will know the depth 
of God’s love for you. Thank you for your prayers and support over 
this year and we look forward to working with you in 2017. 

From all of us
to you this Christmas
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Many years ago, a young girl from country NSW hops 
on a train heading for Sydney. She’s 14, on her own, and 
going to her first PY Summer Camp. She has a great 
time and hears in-depth biblical teaching for the first 
time, which rocks her world. Whilst at camp, her small 
group leader gives her a Bible study book to help her 
read the Bible for herself in her own timeout with God 
(equivalent to Read Think Act that we have at current 
PY camps). After camp, she takes the book home and 
continues to use it to spend time with God and his word 
each day. For the first time, she starts reading the Bible 
regularly by herself at home. The years roll on and she 
keeps coming to PY camps, growing as a Christian in her 
local church, and eventually becoming a leader herself at 
camps and in her local church. After finishing school, 
she heads to Sydney to study. On one of her PY camps 
she meets her future husband, a quiet, godly young man. 
They get married and have four children. They teach 
their children about Jesus, read the Bible with them, and 
they in turn grow to love and follow Jesus.

This is a true story. It started over 30 years ago. Today 
that young girl from country NSW is a maturing woman 
who is still growing as a Christian, serving on PY camps 
alongside her husband, serving in her local church, and 
reading the Bible each day. Now two of her children 
are leading at PY camps and all four of her children are 
serving in different ways in their local church. Most of 
the family continues to grow in their relationship with 
Jesus and read the Bible.

And it all started when a small group leader came beside 
a young girl at a camp and taught her how to read the 
Bible for herself. That leader could never have imagined 
how God would take that act of love and make it bear 
fruit in the life of a whole new Christian family! A small, 
unspectacular, behind the scenes act of love by a leader 
towards a first-time camper, enabled a young girl to de-
velop a lifetime habit of reading the Bible for herself, and 
God has used that to bless a whole family.

This is why camps matter. They have a long-lasting in-
fluence on people’s lives, often in ways we don’t see or 
know about. As a leader, you never know how God 
might use you to work in the life of another person in 
years to come.

What about you? Do you know of young people you 
could encourage to come to Summer Camp? Do you 
know of leaders who could come and serve? Local 
churches and PY camps can work together to reach and 
disciple young people in Christ in different ways. God 
uses these situations to change people for the long-term. 
God can impact the young person you ask to come to 
camp for a lifetime. The leader you ask to lead at camp 
may be used by God to get alongside a young person, 
setting off a chain of events that changes that young per-
son’s life for good.

And what about you? How has God worked through the 
acts of love shown by others to change your life?
 
Hamish MacTavish
Hamish MacTavish is a pseudonym for an Australian 
youth leader in the Presbyterian Church with over 25 
years of experience.

GO! is a community where you can connect with oth-
er PYNSW leaders and supporters. It’s a place to find 
and share resources for leading in churches, camps, 
and schools, and it’s a place to have a conversation 
and share in community with fellow leaders, inspiring 
a deeper understanding in Christ, and an encourage-
ment to turn that understanding into action.

It has six topics that you can read about: training, theology, leadership, culture 
and ethics, resources, and what’s happening in the local church. Each topic aims 
to bring community and understanding to you in your role as a leader, and to 
further encourage you as you disciple youth for Christ. It is our prayer for you 
that GO! can be a forum that stirs and inspires you to Christ-like leadership as 
you take the Gospel out into the world.

To engage with the material of PYNSW GO! please visit pynswgo.net

The following is one article from PYNSW GO!

PYNSW GO!
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CONTINUOUS CHRISTIAN SRE
In many towns across the state, regular SRE 
finishes when a child leaves Year 6 and goes on 
to high school.  Why not be catalytic in mak-
ing regular SRE continue into high school?

The opportunity exists for Presbyterian churches to take a lead in 
making SRE continuous from primary school into high school.  Pe-
ter Pallet’s experience might inspire others.  He said that patient ne-
gotiations with the school principal were the key.  In Moruya, it took 
two-three years to satisfy both the school and local churches that 
SRE was both worthwhile and could be integrated into the timetable.  

Peter said for him the key was having a Generate Ministries advisor 
participating in the negotiations from the outset.  Then, when there 
were hurdles to be overcome, the depth of experience of the Gener-
ate Ministries advisor contributed to a satisfactory resolution.  

The fact is that without the support of most recognised churches, 
SRE in high school will never start.  This is because when the princi-
pal enters into negotiations for introducing SRE, the school commu-
nity needs to be assured the idea has wide support.  Once again, this 
was confirmed by Peter’s experience in Moruya.  It took significant 
time for local churches to be confident that high school SRE could be 
trusted to respect all Christian faiths.

Employment of a SRE teacher in a high school needs fund raising, 
which can take time.  Generate Ministries were also helpful with 
this at Moruya, providing a means for tax deductible giving, which 
often is appealing to farmers and businesses.  When a high school 
organises a timetable around SRE, they need to be confident that the 
employed SRE teacher will be supported for the whole year.  As Peter 
said, taking the time to cast a vision for high school SRE and prayer-
fully raising adequate financial support is making sure that when 
SRE begins it is financially sustainable.

Peter’s last comment was that teacher selection was crucial.  He de-
scribed teaching high school SRE as a ‘specialist field’ and ‘not ev-
eryone can do it.’  Berni Hughes, a very experienced SRE teacher at 
Ulladulla High School, makes the trip to Moruya every Wednesday.  
His teaching of SRE now means that this year’s sixth classes can be 
told that SRE continues in high school.

PROMOTE 
CHRISTIAN SRE 
IN YOUR LOCAL 
SCHOOL
A new Christian SRE brochure 
for families is now available.  The 
brochures (there is both a prima-
ry school and high school ver-
sion) aim to simply explain how 
Christian SRE is educationally 
important and locally managed. 

Now that participation in SRE is de-
termined through the school enrol-
ment form, it is very important for 
parents and carers to have informa-
tion, so when they complete an en-
rolment form for the school, they un-
derstand the importance of what to 
write in the Religion box on the form.

If SRE Coordinators and local churches distribute the brochure wide-
ly, families will have the opportunity to make an informed decision.

Large quantities of the brochures are available from the Presbyterian 
Youth Office (02 85674700) or the website www.christiansre.com.au

BIENNIAL SRE CELEBRATION  
AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
15 NOVEMBER 2016
The Presbyterian Church is participating in a biennial celebration of 
SRE at Parliament House, with over 250 people attending (see page 4). 
The venue recognises that there is no electorate in NSW without some 
form of SRE in local schools, so all parliamentarians have been invited to 
attend and witness the support for SRE from various faith communities.

As the following recent questions reveal, SRE has support from the 
current state government:

The CHAIR: Rev Hon Fred Nile MLC: Premier, as you know, we have 
an excellent special religious education [SRE] system in this State. 
It is probably the best in Australia. Representatives of all Christian 
denominations and of all religions have a right of entry into the State 
school system to teach the children of their particular denomination 
or religion so that children are strengthened in their faith, spiritual 
knowledge and morals. What are you doing to help protect and pro-
mote scripture classes in New South Wales?

Mr MIKE BAIRD: We support and encourage SRE in our schools. It 
has been enshrined in legislation for a long time.

The CHAIR: So there are no plans to wind back scripture classes, as 
has just happened in Victoria? They have pushed scripture out of the 
State schools.

Mr MIKE BAIRD: No. That is a good example of where we will not 
be following Victoria's position. Our position is the opposite. We will 
continue to have SRE and continue to support it.

General Purpose Standing Committee No. 1. Thursday, 1 September 
2016. Premier, Western Sydney.Parliament of NSW. pp. 19-20.

The celebration is the initiative of the Inter Church Commission on 
Religious Education in Schools (ICCOREIS) who host the event.  
Anyone who teaches or supports Christian SRE is welcome to attend.  

PETER PALLET AND BERNIE HUGHES
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If you’ve been leading a Bible study group at 
your church, or been involved in any face-
to-face ministry at church, you will have 
encountered something like this. A con-
versation is going well, and then suddenly 
you’re hit with a question you can’t answer.

It can be tempting to make something up at 
this point, or promise to respond to the per-
son later, after you’ve checked with someone 
who has more experience. These are great 
options – it’s good to be looking after the 
people we’re ministering to in this way.

But sometimes you know there’s a missed 
opportunity you won’t get back.

Or, perhaps you’ve been reading the Bible 
for a year or two (maybe a lot longer), and 
you have a deep desire to know the Bible 
better. To understand the big picture of the 
Bible, and have a better sense of how to read 
and understand God’s word for yourself.

It’s a big jump to go from never having 
studied all the way up to full-time Bible col-
lege. For some people, that will be the right 
step – Christ College does an excellent job 
at equipping people to know Christ in all 
of life.

For others, it will be hard to make the jour-
ney to a Bible college campus, and so there 
are other options. One way to get started 
with learning more about the Bible is to 
study theology online with Timothy Part-
nership. You can study part time from as lit-
tle as a few hours per week for a single cer-
tificate subject, or you can dive into more 
detail with a diploma-level subject.

FEE-HELP is available for study, so you don’t 
have to pay upfront for your course fees.

Once you’ve completed the diploma, you 
can look at further study options, as all the 
subjects are accredited by the Australian 
College of Theology.

Not sure if it’s right for you? Fill out the 
contact form here, and we’ll be in touch to 
help you think through your next steps.

http://timothypartnership.com.au/contact

Now is the time to start thinking about 
what kind of study you could do in 2017.
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Start planning your 
new year now.

Lisa Smith is married with 
four kids and lives, works, and 
goes to church on the Cen-
tral Coast of NSW. She was 
studying a Diploma of The-
ology with the Timothy Part-
nership from 2011 to 2016, 
and finished last semester.

What ministry were you doing 
before Timothy Partnership?
I’ve been an SRE teacher and chaplain 
since 2001.

How did you hear about Timothy 
Partnership?
I was working with Generate Ministries, 
and they let me know about the new min-
imum requirement for SRE teachers and 
Chaplains, to have a Diploma of Theology. 
They let me know that I could complete 
that Diploma online with the Timothy 
Partnership.

What did you learn that was most 
helpful in your ministry?
Overall the content was the most beneficial, 
and I could see my knowledge of the Bible 
grow. Learning the background of what I 
believe, the big picture of the Bible. I con-
sistently found myself learning new things 
which I was able to apply in the classroom. 

Were there any struggles you had 
to overcome?
How to balance it, find the time, and still 
raise my family and go to work.

The big challenge was juggling assignments 
and ministries: balancing work, family and 
study. I have four kids. When I started, my 
youngest was still in nappies, so it was a 
constant battle to find the time. I was very 
worried that I wouldn’t be able to do it.

But because the whole thing is online, it’s 

do-able. I learned how to juggle it and how 
to get it done.

Sometimes it was stressful - I had a signif-
icant family crisis occur about two years 
ago right before my end of semester exam. 
However, my registrar was very supportive, 
and despite it being very difficult, together 
we figured it out. 

What ministry are you involved 
in now?
I’m the full-time SRE teacher at a 
three-campus, one college school. It is a 
great privilege to be able to talk to kids of 
churched and unchurched backgrounds 
about Christian things.

It’s hard to work across multiple campuses 
– kids look for you, but you’re working at a 
different campus that day. It’s already a job 
that spreads you thin emotionally, but this 
way the kids are in the same areas, going to 
the same churches, and the campuses are 
related so they’re teaching the same things. 
It’s working pretty well.

How you are using what you 
learned in TP in your ministry?
The course content has been really helpful.
The increase in my knowledge has made me 
more confident in the classroom in terms of 
the teaching material, and tackling the big 
questions kids ask.

New Timothy Partnership graduate 

Lisa Smith



The Pulse 27

S
p

ecial Featu
re: M

etro

How would you describe Luke? 
- hardworking, loyal, and a 
bit of a joker! So we have cer-
tainly had a lot of fun through 
METRO. Highlights include: 
Luke suggesting a cheese roll-
ing competition for youth from 
SCPC down one of the steepest 
hills in the district; Luke get-
ting himself into the dancing at 
a bush dance; and showing off 
his auctioning skills to a mes-
merised SRE class at the local 
public school.

But all jokes aside, Luke 
has proven himself through 
METRO to be a reliable man 
who has been entrusted with 
the gospel, and someone 
qualified to teach others. 
Luke loves the Lord Jesus and 
is desperate to see his rule 
in his life and in the lives of 
those he lives amongst. 

I believe the training he has re-
ceived has been invaluable to 
him. I think Luke would agree 
he has benefited from METRO. 
It is such an awesome space to 
learn and grow in godliness; 
to take two years out from the 
workplace and throw your-
self into serving God’s people. 
Luke has taken the opportunity 
with both hands - he has been 
so eager to serve and so eager 
to learn. My only prayer is that 
along with Pete and Rob (his 
gospel community leader) and 
others who have led Luke, that 
he can now say 'follow my exam-
ple as I follow Christ'.

A book that I think really aid-
ed Luke, and I to think through 
some of the great challenges 
that church leaders face on 
so many levels, is Larry Os-
borne's, 'Sticky Teams'. Unlike 
some other American lead-
ership books that can try to 
'proof text' a host of principles, 
I found Larry was just another 
brother, further along in the 
journey who could help us as 
we lead God’s family, to avoid 
some 'pitfalls' that can happen 
along the way. I highly recom-
mend it.

So it has been a great joy and 
privilege to be Luke's trainer, and 
like when all our METRO train-
ees complete their training with 
us, it is impossible to imagine 
how we could ever do without 
him. Luke might be a bit of a jok-
er, but he knows that those who 
don't live with Jesus as their king 
have a future of judgement ahead 
of them, and that’s not funny. So 
he has given his life to promote 
the news of our good, great, glo-
rious and gracious God.

METRO – what an experience! 
You might wonder would hav-
ing a METRO trainee be ‘cheap 
labour’ or ‘expensive training’? 
As much as I’d like to say ‘cheap 
labour’, there’s no doubt I have 
to admit it’s ‘expensive training’!! 
Not because I blew up Stew’s 
vacuum cleaner when using it 
inappropriately, or the amount of 
times I scratched the hall floors 
when packing up after our Sun-
day gatherings, or the amount of 
reprinting I did at the office be-
cause of all my mistakes, but ‘ex-
pensive training’ because of the 
amount of valuable time Stew, my 
trainer and pastor, has put in to 
growing me as a disciple of Christ 
Jesus that equips and teaches oth-
ers. For that I am grateful.

What I’ve really enjoyed about 
METRO is how Stew's allowed 
me to tag along with him, not 
just opening up about how he 
goes about ministry, but his en-
tire life as well. I’ve really appre-
ciated his realness and honesty 
in his own journey and how the 
gospel shapes his life as he fol-
lows Christ. His example has 
helped me to see that it’s import-
ant to think well about how the 
gospel can be spoken directly 
in to our own lives and in those 
around us, in the day-to-day.

A book that Stew and I read 
while doing METRO was ‘When 
People Are Big and God is Small’ 
by Ed Welch. What the book 
tackles is how we can overcome 
the fear of man. For instance, 
being afraid of what other peo-
ple might think of you or being 
afraid of making a mistake that 
will make you look bad in oth-
er people’s eyes, can be replaced 
with a fear of God by turning 
to him and seeing his power, 
majesty and mercy. I found this 
book helpful in understanding 
my own weaknesses and sin 
when placing people’s opinion of 
me above God’s, who is no doubt 
greater and bigger. The book was 
both refreshing and freeing at 
the same time.

METRO is something I’d highly 
recommend to anyone out there 
who’s considering getting a taste 
of full time ministry. Not only 
are you able to spend this time 
growing in your knowledge of 
God but also how it applies to 
your life and journey as a fol-
lower of Jesus. No doubt it’s a 
stretching experience, no doubt 
at times uncomfortable, and no 
doubt at times hard, but it push-
es you to see that we have a big 
God, a God who is in control, 
a God who is both builder and 
King of his Kingdom.

The two of us
STEWART PLAYSTED (TRAINER) 
AND LUKE THOMAS (TRAINEE)
AT SOUTHERN CROSS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, LISMORE

STEW AND LUKE

LUKE AND STEW'S SON

SOUTHERN CROSS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH YOUTH

STEW SAYS... LUKE SAYS...
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PROCLAIMING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
BY WORD AND DEED

David and Gae write:

We spend much of each year travelling
on our own through the remote areas of
outback South Australia, meeting people
and sharing the Good News of Jesus with
them. At Easter each year, we put together
a small team to join us in a specific Easter
outreach in the Beltana and Leigh Creek
area of the Northern Flinders Ranges.
This year, our team was made up of seven
people from Southern Cross Presbyterian
Church in Lismore, NSW, and two from
the central coast of NSW. Together, we
had many opportunities to draw
people’s attention to Jesus this Easter.

We met our team in the car park at Leigh
Creek School, in the Northern Flinders
Ranges of South Australia. The school
headmaster had enthusiastically allowed
us to visit and talk to the primary kids
about Easter. At the beginning we asked
the kids if they knew what Easter was
about. After a long pause, the answer
came that it was the time that God was

born; the next answer was more on the
mark; but by the end of our time there,
everyone left appreciating that Easter was
about Jesus, his sacrifice and new life in
Him. Our presentation included a game,
puppet show, song, and an animation
activity sheet to complete at home. An
invitation to more activities and church
service was taken home, along with an
Easter fridge magnet. We had never been
in the school before but hopefully this will
be a great beginning to a long relationship.

The team then spent Good Friday visiting
people and ‘getting the word out’ about
the upcoming movie night and the
Easter church service. Saturday morning
we cleaned the historic Smith of Dunesk
Mission church building in Beltana in
preparation for the Easter Service. 

On Saturday night we set up an outdoor
cinema and had a wonderful open-air
movie night. Our aim was to draw local
people in so we could introduce
ourselves, tell them what we do and

personally invite them to the Easter
service the next morning, morning tea
and then a barbecue lunch.

Easter Sunday morning started with
sunrise appreciation. It genuinely was
awesome. Rev Stewart Playsted
delivered the Easter message with gusto
and most of the team was involved in
the service. The service was well attended.
We had a good showing from Beltana
Station and some from the local township.

The BBQ lunch numbers quickly
increased with 18 people from the local
aboriginal community joining us. We
had a fun time of fellowship and eight
Bibles were given to interested people,
as well as biographies and other
Christian literature and fridge magnets. 

We also dropped off a Bible and some
devotional material for a worker at a
local sheep station who had confided in
us that he had back-slidden and didn’t
have a Bible. It was wonderful to spend
some time encouraging him.

On Monday we showed the team
around the area and helped them
understand more of what it is like to live
and work in this part of the outback. 

Like many outback towns, especially
those reliant on mining, Leigh Creek has
had its ups and downs. In recent
months, the closure of the local coal
mine has left the residents living with
much uncertainty. At one point, the
whole town was advertised as being ‘For
Sale’. People in this area, like people all
over the world, desperately need to
know that true certainty only comes from
knowing Jesus. What a great privilege
we have to share Him with them, not just
at Easter but right throughout the year.

GOOD NEWS TRAVELS

The Easter outreach team at Beltana Station
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PRESBYTERY ROAD TRIP
In May, the members of the Presbytery of
Western Australia packed their bags and
loaded up for the 600 km road trip from
Perth to Mt Magnet. The Presbytery had
decided to hold one of its regular
meetings in the town to better understand
the ministry challenges of working in the
more isolated parts of their State. For
some members of the Presbytery, this
was their first real opportunity to venture
inland from Perth. The Presbytery had
invited PIM CEO Andrew Letcher to join

them on the trip and to update them on
the work of PIM in their State.

On arrival in the small town, the team was
welcomed with a BBQ tea shared with
some of the local people and members
of the Mt Magnet Presbyterian Church. It
was a great time of fellowship and an
opportunity to meet some of those who
are blessed to be part of the local ministry. 

That evening the Presbytery met around
the dining room table at Surendra and

May Wesley’s home to conduct their
regular Presbytery meeting. Those who
had been unable to make the trip
themselves were able to join the meeting
by teleconference. May and the kids had
graciously vacated the house for a
couple of days, so after the meeting had
finished the house turned into
something of a dormitory, with ministers
and elders settling in for the night.

The next morning, we loaded up in the
local community bus and headed another

Making disciples
across Australia

Church Pastors | Patrol Workers
PIM is seeking expressions of
interest from suitably qualified
people to join us in actively
taking the Gospel to the remote
areas of Australia.

A range of exciting ministry
opportunities exist across the
continent for people who have a
heart for the lost and the skills
necessary for effective evangelism
and discipleship in remote places.

Successful appointees can expect to
be involved in a wide range of
activities, including preaching and
teaching in small towns, one-to-one
evangelism and discipleship ministry
on remote properties, pastoral care of
isolated people and active involvement
in local community events.

PIM Teams have a long history of rolling
up their sleeves and entering into the
day-to-day lives of those amongst
whom they serve. Accordingly, these
roles are hands on and require people

who not only have suitable
theological knowledge and
pastoral skills, but also have a
genuine willingness to get
involved in people’s lives in
practical ways, in order to serve
and to bear witness to the love
of Jesus.

For more information, or to
submit an expression of
interest, please contact the
PIM CEO, Andrew Letcher by
email: ceo@pim.org.auEffective 3 June 2016

continued on page 3

Mt Magnet Mission Church
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NEWS AND UPDATES
After seven years of energetic and
diligent service, Chris Woonings is
finishing his time patrolling in Southern
Western Australia. Pray for Chris and
Sandra and their family as they embark
on their new venture operating a
Christian Funeral business in Albany.

*    *    *

Roger and Margaret Crane have
announced their plans to retire from PIM
at the end of this year. We praise God
for the wonderful contribution this
faithful couple have made in taking the
Gospel into people’s lives across a large
part of northern Queensland.

WANDERING AROUND  WITH ANDREW LETCHER
As I write this, I am reflecting on the first
year of my time as CEO of PIM. I have
been able to meet many amazing
people and visit all sorts of interesting
places. I have been given the privilege
of sharing about the ministry of PIM with
local congregations, at Presbytery
meetings and in front of State
Assemblies. 

One of my greatest privileges, though,
has been to spend time with the teams
who take the Gospel into some of our
nation’s remotest places: real people,
meeting with other real people and
sharing the news of a real Saviour. 

In so many places across our nation,
there is little Gospel witness. Churches
in many small towns have closed. Many
people living on remote properties have

very little contact with Christians. In
many places, the only opportunity that
people have to hear about Jesus is from
their local PIM Patrol Team. There may
be no other Christian witness for
hundreds of kilometres.

Will you join me in asking the Lord of
the harvest to raise up workers for His
harvest field? (Matt 9:38) We have
recently embarked on a ‘recruitment
campaign’ and are looking for people
who have a heart for the lost and the
skills to effectively share the Gospel with
those in the bush. Please pray for new
workers to join the PIM Team and share
in this vital work.

If you are interested in learning more
about our ministry opportunities, please
contact me.Andrew Letcher

Enjoying a BBQ together at Mt Magnet

two hundred kilometres north to the town
of Meekatharra, where PIM owns a church
building in the town. It was a great
opportunity to discuss with the Presbytery
what future ministry opportunities might
be considered there, in what is Western
Australia’s third most disadvantaged town.

That evening, the team shared a meal
together at the Mt Magnet Roadhouse
and then enjoyed fellowship around the
campfire in the backyard of the manse,
sharing testimonies and stories of God’s
goodness in our lives. After a restful
night’s sleep, it was back on the road for
the trip back to Perth.

Roger and
Margaret

Crane

Chris Woonings
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Name ______________________________  Phone (        ) ___________________  email ______________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ State ___________________ Postcode ___________

RESPONSE FORM

Donation – PIM general funds Donation – PIM John Flynn/David and Gae McDonald

Donation – PIM Mid West/Surendra Wesley Donation – PIM Mungo/Colin and Alison Morrow

Total

Return with payment to:

PIM
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136

Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
email: admin@pim.org.au

Payment details:

Cheque enclosed (Payable to Presbyterian Inland Mission)

Charge my Credit Card        Visa       Mastercard

Card No. Expiry date  ____ / ____

Name on card _______________________ Signature __________________________________

PIM PADRE TEAMS
Chris and Sandra Woonings
E: cwoonings@pim.org.au M: 0428 665 123 Southern Patrol WA

David and Gae McDonald
E: dmcdonald@pim.org.au M: 0438 218 551
John Flynn Patrol SA (‘Smith of Dunesk’ Beltana PIM Church)

Greg and Janet Cripps E: gjcripps@pim.org.au M: 0407 406 628 South Patrol Qld

Roger and Margaret Crane E: rcrane@pim.org.au M: 0439 515 163 North Patrol Qld

Laurie and Gwen Peake E: lpeake@pim.org.au Leichhardt Patrol Qld M: 0427 486 677

Colin and Alison Morrow E: colinmorrow@pim.org.au; alisonmorrow@pim.org.au
M: 0407 220 005 Mungo Patrol NSW/Vic

Surendra and Ma’y an Wesley E: swesley@pim.org.au P: (08) 9963 4125 Mid West Patrol WA
(Mt. Magnet PIM Church)

PIM CHURCH WORKERS
Keith and Jenny Bell E: kjbell@pim.org.au M: 0438 719 956 Alice Springs PIM Church

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson E: rob@darwinpresbyterian.org.au M: 0413 021 716
Darwin PIM Church

PRESBYTERIAN
INLAND MISSION
www.pim.org.au

NATIONAL OFFICE
PO Box 4014,
Croydon Hills VIC 3136

OFFICE MANAGER
Mike Timmins
T: 03 9005 8256
E: admin@pim.org.au

CEO
Andrew Letcher
M: 0438 868 964
E: ceo@pim.org.au 

CONVENER
Les Fowler
M: 0427 521 083
E: convener@pim.org.au
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Missions

HOW IT WORKS
1. Choose the item(s) on our list that you would like to purchase for your

friends/family.

2. Send us your order, including payment. Please note that these gifts are
not tax deductible.

3. We will send you the cards you have ordered. You are then free to give
these cards to your friends/family for Christmas. The cards state which
gift(s) you have purchased, on their behalf, for someone in one of our
Partner Churches or for APWM Aboriginal ministry. There is no monetary
value printed on the card.

4. APWM then sends the money to our overseas partners to purchase items
locally, or uses it for APWM ministry as specified in Australia.

ORDER FORM/PAYMENTS
Complete this order form and send it with your payment (cheque or money
order made out to ‘APWM’). Please DO NOT send cash.

Payment can also be made via Direct Deposit (details below)
(www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance).

Bank: Westpac

Account Name: Australian Presbyterian World Mission

BSB: 032 260   Account #: 151207

For Direct Deposits, please write your name in the description box and send
an email informing us of your deposit (finance@apwm.org.au).

All order forms should be mailed to:

APWM Christmas Catalogue
81 Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood NSW 2134

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2016 ORDER FORM

Item                                                                                                                  Qty       Cost

TRAINING (TIMOR LESTE) $10

LIBRARY BOOKS (INDIA) $15

PASTORS’  WIDOWS (VANUATU) $20

PRISON MINISTRY (MALAWI) $30

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) $40

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (MOUNT DRUITT, AUSTRALIA) $40

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (MYANMAR) $60

Total

TRAINING (TIMOR LESTE) A gift of $10 will be used toward running a training
conference for Pastors in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste. 

LIBRARY BOOKS (INDIA) A gift of $15 will be used to help purchase much-needed
library books for the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India. 

PASTORS’ WIDOWS (VANUATU) A gift of $20 will be used to help the widows of
Pastors in the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, in meeting needs such as school
fees, transport and other day-to-day living expenses.

PRISON MINISTRY (MALAWI) A gift of $30 will be used to help purchase much-
needed blankets and other living essentials for prisoners in Malawi who live in
very difficult conditions.

APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) A gift of $40 will help
support PIM-APWM Aboriginal ministry in Mount Magnet, Western Australia in
conjunction with PIM.

APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (MOUNT DRUITT, NSW AUSTRALIA) A gift of
$40 will help support Rick and Kayleen Manton, APWM Aboriginal ministry
workers in Mount Druitt, Sydney. 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (MYANMAR) A gift of $60 will help support the
Evangelical Reformed Church in its work of educating children.

I enclose a cheque / money order for $_____________________  or

I have made a Direct Deposit of $____________________________

Please tick here if you do not wish to receive cards and simply want
to make a donation for these items

Please note that if any item is over-subscribed then the money will be
allocated to a similar need.

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

Suburb _____________________________________  Postcode ________

Phone  ___________________  Email _____________________________

This Christmas why not give gifts to your friends and family and at the same time help someone who
doesn't have the basics that we take for granted? The items below can provide for the needs of
Christians and others in our overseas Partner Churches and APWM Aboriginal ministry.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2016
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The importance of a college being fit for purpose 
was the message from principal Ian Smith to at-
tendees of Christ College’s recent open night.

Dr Smith said adult education, in particular, needed to be "fit for purpose’’.  

"Adults are not big children, neither are they a blank slate,’’ he said.

"This makes tertiary education different from primary school and high 
school.  The education of children and of teenagers is an end in itself. Its 
worth cannot be measured by NAPLAN or by the HSC.  Teachers are 
given a group of young people and their job is to instill an appreciation 
of the world in which we live: the arts, science, sport, creativity, inquiry 
– to name a few.  God has created a wonderful world and education at 
primary and secondary levels is neither a means to an end nor a com-
modity to be traded.’’

But the story is often different with adults,’’ Dr Smith said.

"Some will want to pursue education as an end in itself – and that’s fine, 
but most see it as a means to an end,” he said.

"That’s why universities have faculties such as pharmacy, engineering or 
law.  Even within faculties, there are many different roads to the desired 
end.  For example, some medical faculties are committed to a greater em-
phasis on pure science, others are more focused on patient care and others 
teach through problem-based learning.  The adult student is therefore go-
ing to ask the question of whether a course is 'fit for purpose’”.

So what is the purpose of training at Christ College?

Dr Smith said the College believed that God works through His church 
to reach his world.  Theological education should train adult students for 
church-based leadership, that can also be applied in other areas.

"This is so central, yet so poorly understood.  I have interviewed countless 
prospective students over the years, and when I ask the question of pur-
pose they normally answer about audience or context.

"They tell me they are training to be a cross-cultural missionary, a youth 
worker, a women’s ministry facilitator or a chaplain.  Audience is not pur-
pose.  The primary concern for the person enrolling in a dental degree is 
not the gender, age or ethnicity of the patient.  They are important sec-
ondary concerns, but dental health is the primary concern of the degree.

At Christ College we have worked hard to make our courses fit for pur-
pose.  A theological degree is not just a collection of subjects; it needs 
coherence and integration.  It should be focused on graduate attributes 
and have application of knowledge within the purpose of the training.  No 
course will train you for everything, but it should train you for something.

"We believe that God is reaching His world through His church.  It is for 
that purpose that we will train you.  And then we can also look at second-
ary issues such as audience and context.’’

To discover more about training that is fit for purpose, visit  
www.christcollege.edu.au

A P P L Y  N O W
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Be fit for purpose, urges Ian Smith

C H R I S T  CO LLEG E

IAN SMITH
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Reformers

Transgender
Vaughan Roberts

(The Good Book Company)

Vaughan Roberts surveys the Christian worldview and seeks 

to apply these principles to the many complex questions surrounding 

gender identity. This short book gives an overview and a starting point 

for constructive discussion as we seek to live in a world with different 

values, and love, serve and relate to transgender people.

Knots Untied
J.C. Ryle (Banner of  Truth)

Knots Untied is J. C. Ryle’s leading work in defence of  the 

evangelicalism of  the Church of  England. When first published 

in 1874 it proved immensely popular, and by 1885 it was reprinted in a 

tenth edition. Knots Untied is a classic volume in which Ryle covers the 

then current disputes about various points of  religion within 

the Church of  England, advocating and defending the 

evangelical position at every turn.

Eight Women of  Faith
Michael A. G. Haykin (Crossway)

Throughout history, women have been crucial to the growth 

and flourishing of  the church. Historian Michael A. G. 

Haykin highlights the lives of  eight of  these women who changed the 

course of  history, showing how they lived out their unique callings 

despite challenges and opposition—inspiring modern men and 

women to imitate their godly examples today.

Good & Angry
David Powlison (New Growth Press)

This book sets readers on a path toward a faithful and fruitful expression of  anger, in 

which we return good for evil and redeem wrongs. Powlison offers practical help for 

people who struggle with irritation, complaining, or bitterness and gives guidance 

for how to respond constructively when life goes wrong. You, your family, and your 

friends will all be glad that you read this book.

$4.99

NEW

$34.99

NEW

$19.99

NEW

$26.99

NEW

PRICE PROMISE
If you find an item from this page cheaper at 

another Australian retailer, let us know and we’ll 

match the price! Prices valid until 28 Feb 2017.

(Excludes specials. Retail customers only.)

•
 F

R
E E  P O S T A G E  •

REFORMERS BOOKS
H

O
PFree postage

for orders over $60

from Australia and

New Zealand when 

ordered and paid 

online.

140 Albany Road, Stanmore NSW 2048
reformers.org.au

02 9564 3555

Reformers Bookshop
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Noticeboard

BIBLES AVAILABLE
St Andrews Presbyterian Church in Inverell 
has a quantity of NIV bibles to  offer any 
church that may need them. They are ready 
to ship as follows:

• In very good condition: 1 box of 40 bibles
• In good condition: 1 box of 25 and 1 box of 34
• Covered in plastic or spine repaired: 

1 box of 14 and 1 box of 17
• Need repairing: 1 box of 24

The church requests cover of the cost of 
postage. For more information contact: 

Mel Thorpe, Office Volunteer:
St Andrews Prebyterian Church
94 Vivian Street  Inverell NSW 2360
Office Ph: (02) 6721 0511 
office@inverell.presbyterian.org.au

HYMN BOOKS AVAILABLE
Do you need a red and blue Rejoice hymn-
book? About 50 have become available 
from Grafton and Evelyn Mill has them in 
Sydney for any churches who may be able 
to use them. For more information call 
Eveylyn on 95252828

NEW ENGLAND CALLING!
The Presbytery of New England  in North-
ern NSW currently have several vacancies 
which they are seeking to fill.

MANILLA (sanctioned charge). Locat-
ed some 40kms north of Tamworth, this 
charge is actively seeking an ordained 
minister to fill its pastoral vacancy. It is 
an active fellowship located in a small 
township with an active congregation 
seeking to reach their wider commu-
nity. Interim Moderator: Rev Graham 
Barnes, 8, Hill St.East, Walcha, NSW 2354 
grabarnes@gmail.com

GLEN INNES (home mission). Located 
on the New England Highway, halfway 
between Armidale and Tenterfield, Glen 
Innes is a smaller but vital congregation 
which seeks a pastor to lead them in en-
gaging and developing the many oppor-
tunities for the gospel in this township. It 
is anticipated that its status may be varied 
to a pastoral charge in the near future. 
HM Moderator: Rev David Hassan 53, 
Graham Street, Tamworth, NSW 2340.  
davidhas@bigpond.com

GUYRA-BEN LOMOND (home mission). 
Found approx. 40kms north of Armidale, 
at one of the highest points of the New 
England Range, Guyra is a small congrega-
tion which seeks a pastor to lead them in 
developing a fresh vision for their commu-
nity, following a voluntary private appoint-
ment of some 16 years. Ideally, this would 
suit a part-time missioner who was either 
a self-funded retiree, or who could find 
some support in another occupation. HM 
Moderator: Rev Gaius Goh PO Box 4114, 
Armidale NSW 2350 vrhcggoh@gmail.com

Continued from p.19

Responding to the National 
Church Life Survey
The sad truth is that some churches are 
going to miss out on the many benefits 
that a survey like this can provide. But for 
those who are eager to receive feedback 
and develop their congregational vitality, 
the NCLS provides an important opportu-
nity for leaders to hear from their people 
in a way that maximises the likelihood of 
a truthful response in relation to nine key 
indicators of congregational well-being.

Participating churches will have completed 
the survey in October or November and the 
results will be known shortly. As you prepare 
to receive the report on your church, consid-
er the importance of these nine factors:

• alive and growing Faith
•  vital and nurturing Worship
•  strong and growing sense of Belonging
•  a clear and owned Vision
•  inspiring and empowering Leadership
•  openness to imaginative and flexible In-

novation
•  practical and diverse Service
•  willing and effective Faith-sharing
•  intentional and welcoming Inclusion 

Arranged in three groups of three, these 
core qualities reflect internal, inspirational 
and external dimensions of congregational 
life not as static concepts but as experienced 
characteristics – hence the descriptive 
words in each line: “alive and growing”, “vi-
tal and nurturing”, “inspiring and empow-
ering”, “willing and effective”.

If your church participated in the NCLS, 
your survey results will be delivered soon. 
They will show graphically the aggregated 
responses that your congregation made to 
the various questions both as a result and as 
a comparison with where your church was 
five years ago – even where your church sits 
in relation to other churches.

You will be able to see your strongest char-
acteristics (and those that need more work). 
You will be able to see the direction and the 
strength of your progress. You will also re-
ceive feedback on the movement of people 
into and out of the congregation and the 
strength of the emotional engagement that 
your members have in relation to a wide 
range of issues. As an investment spread 
over a five-year period, this information is 
extremely valuable and should occupy your 
church’s leaders for some time as they ex-
amine the data and reflect on it.

There is nothing secret about this data, so it 
would be quite proper for sessions to set up 
meetings with their congregations, or even 
groups within their congregations, to interro-
gate the report, gather more precise feedback, 
and consider prayerfully what intelligent and 
intentional responses might be made.

When the reports are distributed they will be 
accompanied by a booklet to guide church 
leaders in their understanding and use of 
the data. If additional help is desired, Maurie 
Cropper and Bruce Meller would be happy 
to visit and work through the information 
or to talk with church leaders by phone or 

Skype. We will need to make appointments 
for any visits, but it would also be helpful to 
make an appointment for any other conver-
sations about NCLS reports so that we have 
time to become familiar with your data.

Look forward to receiving this great new 
resource and make the most of it.

And by way of a “heads-up”, by next year 
we expect to have our own in-house ques-
tionnaire that will allow congregations 
preparing for their five-yearly presbyterial 
visitations to submit responses online, not 
only from the minister, elders and manag-
ers but – for the first time – from congre-
gational members as well. We will also be 
handling the annual financial and statistical 
returns online to ease the load on treasur-
ers and session clerks and allow compara-
tive reports on progress over time. This will 
establish yet another feedback loop both to 
church leaders and to church administra-
tors. As a bonus, it will greatly simplify the 
management of data within the Church Of-
fices and no-one will complain about that.

Feedback loops are everywhere. When bees 
go scouting for food and return to their 
hives for their honey-dance, they are pro-
viding feedback without which their whole 
hive would die. When we shiver and get 
goose-bumps our bodies are responding to 
a feedback loop that has alerted the brain to 
cold or cooler conditions. When our spine 
tingles and our hair stands on end, our 
body is responding to a fear alert that has 
come through another feedback loop.

Every time we breathe an alert is triggered 
that oxygen and carbon dioxide levels are 
out of balance causing a need either to ex-
hale or inhale. Sense, report and respond: it’s 
a feedback loop in the respiratory system.

Wouldn’t it be fun to start a list of the myr-
iad feedback systems on which our lives 
and our communities depend? Why not 
start today – for the fun of it? Let’s have 
a competition. We will give a prize to the 
first person to identify 1,000 feedback loops 
including 40 within their church. Now 
there’s a challenge. It won’t be easy, because 
churches have not valued feedback. There 
are almost no systems in churches to sense-
report-and-respond. Yes, they routinely 
count and record the collection and adjust 
spending as a response. I’ve just given you 
your first one. But very few churches even 
record their attendance. 

They have a “feeling” about how things are 
going, but feelings are notoriously fickle 
and they don’t detect subtle changes. Seri-
ously, the absence of objective feedback in 
churches and the neglect of subjective feed-
back is a problem that no enterprise would 
tolerate. Approach the NCLS as just one 
reporting system, and then consider what 
others will be necessary as you seek to make 
the changes that will need to flow from a 
responsible review of your NCLS data.

And yes, I mean it: we will give a copy of Ken 
Sande’s book The Peacemaker to the first 
person to provide a list of 1000 feedback 
loops including 40 within their church. Did 
I mention that this could be fun?



Meditation is commended (4:8), but Paul knows that by itself, 
that is an insufficient teacher, so he points to himself as one 
for the Philippian Christians to imitate: ‘What you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me – practise 
these things, and the God of peace will be with you.’
 
Paul moves from pondering (4:8) to practice (4:9) to peace (4:9).
 
IMITATION
Many scholars, especially since the 1930s, have interpreted Paul’s 
emphasis on imitation to be a barely disguised demand for obedi-
ence. That is to misread the apostle most grievously. As Charles Sim-
eon said: ‘No man was ever more averse to boasting than the Apostle 
Paul.’ He did not boast in himself and he did not bully for himself.
           
Nevertheless, Paul calls upon his readers to imitate him. We are to 
imitate Christ (2:1-5), Paul himself (3:17; 4:9) and, in a sense, ex-
amples like Timothy (2:19-24) and Epaphroditus (2:25-30). Even a 
church can become worthy of imitation, as we find in Paul’s com-
mendation of the church at Thessalonica (1 Thess.1:6-7). For most 
of us, an instruction manual is useful, but a mentor to imitate adds 
flesh and blood to what we need to do.
 
Paul mentions a fourfold reminder to his readers: what they have 
learned; what they have received; what they have heard; and what 
they have seen. The first two may concern what the Philippians 
picked up from others; the final two perhaps to what they picked up 
personally from Paul.
 
The repeated use of ‘and’ gives the call a punchy staccato, yet cumu-
lative, effect. The Philippians, like the Corinthians (cf. 1 Cor.11:23-
26; 15:1-2), had received the apostolic message, and had the advan-
tage of hearing and seeing the apostle Paul himself, so the impact of 
the message was enhanced.
 
What the Philippians heard from Paul's teaching and saw in his per-
son, that is what they were to do.
 
Paul was a pattern for them, as he had already stated: ‘Brothers, join 
in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us’ (3:17; note too 1 Cor.4:16; 11:1). They 
were to keep putting into practice what they knew about Paul.
 
What exactly did the apostle have in mind? One thing could be his 
own suffering for the sake of the gospel – which they both saw and 
still hear that he still endures (1:29-30). He is obviously referring, in 
part at least, to his time in the Philippian gaol (Acts 16:22-25).
 
He could point to his own example, and say: 'This is what it means 

to be given faith and to be given to suffer. You can read about 
it and hear about it, but also see it as a model for everyday 
life.' This led Andrew Bonar to comment that ‘We have got 
more from Paul’s prison-house than from his visit to the 
third heavens.’
 

In all the previous exhortations Paul could issue calls to em-
brace: stand firm (4:1); be united (4:2-3); rejoice (4:4); show 

gentleness (4:5); do not worry but pray (4:6-7); and meditate on 
what is holy (4:8). It is good to know about these things, but Scrip-
ture always tells us to do them.
 
The wise man who built his house upon the rock is the one who 
heard what Jesus said and did it (Mat.7:24-27). At the end of the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus told the lawyer: 'Go and do 
likewise' (Luke 10:37).
 
‘Daydream about Christ’ - if it can be put like that (4:8) - but also 
‘Practise what you saw and heard in Paul’. Contemplation leads to 
implementation. In all true representations of the gospel, the whole 
person embraces the whole Christ – in our intellects, our affections, 
and our wills.
 
THE PROMISE OF PEACE
This is not a peaceful world, but Scripture promises peace. There 
is no peace for the wicked (Isa.57:21). Christian peace comes from 
warfare (Rom.16:20). To meditate deeply on the things of God is 
to experience peace. Not by chanting Om every morning for twen-
ty minutes, which results in a counterfeit peace. In From Guru to 
God: An Experience of Ultimate Truth, Michael Graham says that 
while he was engaged in eastern meditation, he had the sense that 
it could result in wonderful experiences, but that nothing funda-
mental was changing.
 
Not so for the Christian, for God is the God of practice and of peace 
(Rom.15:33; 1 Thess.5:23; Heb.13:20). The Pax Romana gave some 
sort of temporal peace to all who were forced to submit to the harsh 
but compelling authority of the Roman Empire; the Pax Christi gives 
peace to sinners who willingly receive the saving and liberating au-
thority of the Lord Jesus.
 
We rightly think of peace as coming through the blood of the cross 
(Col.1:20) but in Philippians 4:9 Paul writes of a sense of peace given 
by God to His responsive people.
 
It is not legalism but gospel obedience to say with Albert Barnes: 
‘The way to obtain the blessing of the God of peace is to lead a holy 
life, and to perform with faithfulness all the duties which we owe to 
God and to our fellow-men.’

"Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. 
And the God of peace will be with you." Philippians 4:9
 

IMITATION 
and the

PROMISE of PEACE

L A S T  W O R D  W I T H  P E T E R  B A R N E S


