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OUR COVER:  Life has been tough for Trege-
ar couple Sio and Lina Gafo-Faavelvela with 
Roy 13, Dorah 11, Fraser 9 and Siiae 7 but a 
Christmas hamper from Jericho Road puts a 
smile on their faces. Photo by Karen Forman. 

Editorial 
WITH JEOF FALLS

EDITORIAL

The Presbyterian Pulse team would like to 
take this opportunity to wish all our readers 
a blessed, safe and healthy Christmas.

Our next magazine will be published on Feb-
ruary 1, 2018. The copy deadline for this edi-
tion is close of business Friday, December 22.

Church Offices will be closed from the end 
of the day on December 22 and will be 
re-opening on January 3.

Emergency contacts during this period will be:

General Office: Peter Merrick 0498 000 085
Media: Karen Forman 0437 591 581
M&M: Bruce Meller 0418 650 618
PAC: Paul Sadler 0418 208 232
Jericho Road (closed as of December 21 
and open again January 2): 
Liz McClean 0427 421 467

Christmas blessings

M any Pulse readers will rec-
ognise Jericho Road’s 
logo – the image of 

one hand helping another.  Both 
hands are clearly different, but 
the same, recognising and cel-
ebrating the diversity of God’s 
people.  The inspiration, of course, 
is Jesus. He told that most famous of 
road trip stories – of the Good Samari-
tan. That one man, who had no great or-
ganisation behind him, transformed some-
one’s broken life because he stopped to help 
someone in need.

The warmest of Christmas greetings to you 
from The Pulse team and the General Of-
fices.  In this edition we focus on the act of 
providing a helping hand – the act of giv-
ing.  We share stories of the ways congre-
gations and committees are demonstrating 
Christ’s love for the world through reach-
ing out to those in need.

While we each have different needs 
throughout our lives, the reality is that we 
all have needs. As Christians, we are com-
forted by the knowledge that our Heaven-
ly Father provides for us in every way.  In 
Matthew 6, we read both of our Father’s 
knowledge of our needs and of His provi-
sion of our needs.  The image of a feeble 
sparrow or a delicate flower is a comfort to 
us because Jesus tells us that God’s provi-
sion for each of them pales in significance 
when compared with the provision and 
giving that God extends to us.  

One such means of our Father’s giving is 
through His provision of tangible, consum-

able gifts.  As the Church, we’re privi-
leged to have the chance to distrib-

ute Christmas hampers and gifts 
and I trust that you will enjoy the 
sharing of a family who has been 
helped by Jericho Road through 
the love and care of Tregear Pres-

byterian Church.

There are many ways to give; financially as 
well as through prayer and service.  In this 
edition you will find information on:

• APWM’s Christmas Gift Catalogue, 
which provides a wonderful opportuni-
ty to give to Christians and others in our 
Overseas Partner Churches;

• PresAid’s 2017 Christmas Appeal, which 
is seeking to raise much-needed funds to 
assist the spiritual and physical needs of 
South Sudan refugees in Ethiopia; as well 
as to build a new Library and Study Cen-
tre in Zimbabwe; and

• Allowah Children’s Hospital Christmas 
Appeal, which will greatly assist the chil-
dren and their families who rely so heav-
ily on the love and care provided by the 
staff at Allowah.

We trust you enjoy the stories and give gen-
erously to those in need.

The staff in Church Offices love serving 
congregations and those in need, and pray 
God’s richest blessings on the wide variety 
of Christian outreach and service across 
the Church.

Merry Christmas,
Jeof Falls

GIVING AS 
JESUS DID, 
AT CHRISTMAS
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Presbyterian Aged Care (PAC) has now been providing care 
for older people for 75 years and to celebrate, it put on a 
party for all of its clients.

The event was held at the venue where it all began three quarters of a 
century ago: Pitt Wood House, in Sydney’s Ashfield.

Clients from PAC retirement villages and those people who re-
ceive home care in the area were invited to the party to help cele-
brate the diamond jubilee birthday.

A grand, beautiful home that is now heritage listed, Pitt Wood 
House belonged to George Pitt Wood until the 1940s. He left 
the home to the Presbyterian Church to establish “an aged care 
home for ladies” as he wished to provide a safe place for his sis-
ters to grow old when he passed away.

PAC has now grown to 10 aged care homes, 11 retirement vil-
lages, and six Home Care service districts – and just recently a 
seventh has been added in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney. 

The party kicked off with professional singer Tony Hayley who 

sang classics like Edelweiss, What a Wonderful World, and That’s 
Amoré, which people couldn’t help but sing along to.

Just the beginning, the celebrations then kicked on with games that 
gave a lot of good laughs, food galore, and a dance party. The latter 
of which resulted in the nicest mosh pit in the world (see PAC’s Ins-
tagram @Presaged Care). 

Then, it was discovered that retirement village residents had formed 
a choir weeks beforehand and practised as they wanted to give back 
on the special day! “The Pitts” blew everyone away.

The celebrations continued, with all PAC’s aged care homes hosting 
their own parties within each of their facilities centring around the 
anniversary on August 31. 

Being the end of winter, festive foods, professional entertainment, 
games and music all provided a nice winter pick-me-up for residents, 
and all the photos show a lot of good times and laughs were had. 

The last of the celebrations was a high tea in mid-October (also in 
Pitt Wood House) where PAC CEO Paul Sadler and other senior 
managers made speeches and toasts among a large gathering of staff. 

The PCNSW General Office in Surry Hills, Sydney, 
received an extra special and somewhat unexpected visitor in 
the form of Vanuatu President, Obed Moses Tallis, recently.

The President, who is also a Presbyterian minister who has 
studied in Sydney in the past, was accompanied by his wife 
and staff. He enjoyed a tour of the offices including a meet 
and greet with the staff and volunteers at the Ferguson Me-
morial Library and Archives. 

Sue Pacey and Daryl Lightfoot from the library were in con-
tact with Geoff and Meryll Rice (pictured with the President 
and his wife at their meeting in the library) who were lay mis-
sionaries managing a bookshop in Vanuatu in 1966-1969 and 
were able to be at the General Office to meet the President 
and his retinue.

PAC marks 75th anniversary with a party

Presidential visit to Church Offices

THE PRESIDENT OF VANUATU, PRESIDENT OBED MOSES 
TALLIS AND THE FIRST LADY PICTURED AT THE FERGU-
SON MEMORIAL LIBRARY WITH PAST MISSIONARIES TO 
VANUATU, GEOFF AND MERYLL RICE. 

GIVING AS 
JESUS DID, 
AT CHRISTMAS
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Bright future for Nambucca students

Work continues on strengthening elders and deacons

The Rev Darryl Spriggs came to serve 
and lead the church community in the 
Nambucca River Pastoral Charge just 
under seven years ago. 

Two years later, in 2013, the school Board 
appointed a new principal, Mr Jeff Allen, 
to support and help grow the K-6 student 
population into, God willing, a K-12 school. 

Both men have been engaged, with their 
families and the local and wider church, in 
building this ministry and now Nambuc-
ca Valley Christian Community School is 
gearing up to have its first HSC graduates 
by 2018 in a K-12 school much bigger than 
just a few years ago. 

The current Year 11 students recently un-
dertook some of their first HSC exams, as 
part of their two year HSC program, which 
began earlier this year.

At the recent opening of the School's new 
state-of-the-art library, conversion of the 
former library into primary classroom and 
new administration building, the Rev John 
Seaton, Chairman of the NSW Property 
Trust, rejoiced about the recent growth as 
he spoke to the school assembly.

Mr Seaton also reminded the assembly of 
the Psalmist's words in Psalm 127:1 "Unless 
the Lord builds the house, the builders la-
bour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over 
the city, the guards stand watch in vain."
 
He encapsulated the heart and prayer of the 
Church and School's leadership and staff, 
that their time, energy and service to the 
Lord has been and will continue to be used 
for His glory and the benefit of those en-
trusted to their care.

The school community thanks God that 
during the past few years NVCCS has 
grown at such an incredible rate from 46 in 
August 2012 to a current figure of 226, with 
approximately 40-50 more students expect-
ed in the next three years. NVCCS is now 
the only private secondary school in the 
Nambucca Valley. 

The Nambucca Valley Christian School 
community has also attracted excellent sup-
port from the three levels of government, 
with four consecutive Block Grants and 
building plans and another Block Grant 
application being considered for additional 
Creative Arts and PDHPE facilities as their 
respective programs expand in 2018.

Alongside the growth in facilities and stu-
dents, Nambucca Valley Christian Com-

munity School are employing more teach-
ers and offering a wider range of subjects. 

Mandarin Chinese, Marine and Aquacul-
ture Technology, Advanced English, Ex-
tension 2 Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology and Maths are among the subjects 
being first studied by the Year 11 and 12 
students. The wide range of Creative Arts, 
Humanities and Technology courses are 
also being taught by experienced and high-
ly motivated teachers.
 
Providing families in the Nambucca Val-
ley with the option of quality local private 
schooling and a bright future at a K-12 level 
has been a priority of the School’s leader-
ship for many years. 

The school Board and community’s dream 
in the early 1990’s of a K-12 independent 
school, commencing with previous Min-
isters such as Rev Peter Barnes have now 
been realised. The school's motto is to 
Grow Up into Christ and it is indeed a joy 
and privilege to see Christ-centred educa-
tion being embraced and taught well in the 
Nambucca Valley. 

"Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks 
and honour and power and strength be to 
our God for ever and ever." Revelation 7:12

The PCNSW General Assembly reappointed the Special 
Committee on Elders and Deacons at its meeting in July.

The committee is charged with clarifying and strengthening the 
work of elders and deacons in churches across the State.

In 2017-18 the Committee has been asked to begin work on an El-
ders Handbook to provide much needed guidance to elders in their 
important pastoral work.

The committee has also been asked to further consider how the de-
scription of deacons in the PCNSW Code might be clarified and 
strengthened, and to explore ways in which the ministry of deacons 
might be re-established in our churches.

The committee has produced a Discussion Paper on Deacons, which 
the Assembly resolved to "commend to all presbyteries, sessions and 
church members as a resource for discussion”. 

The Assembly has also recommended to its business committee that a 
significant discussion of the paper take place at next year’s Assembly. 

To aid discussion of these matters across the church, the Com-
mittee has now established a simple website, and interested peo-
ple can find the discussion paper and other resources there  
(eldersanddeacons.weebly.com). 

The committee is keen to receive feedback from any interested 
church member. This can be directed in the first instance to Murray 
Smith at Christ College (msmith@christcollege.edu.au).
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The Women’s Ministry Facilitator role 
is about to become a reality.

Ministry and Mission alongside the Wom-
en’s Ministry Task Force have been working 
towards this along with a large band of do-
nors to raise the necessary funds.

The role will commence initially as a two day 
a week appointment, funded by churches, the 
PWA and individuals, to support someone 
to work with women employed in ministry 
and to encourage training and resourcing for 
women’s groups throughout the PCNSW. 

For more information, see www.women-
ministry.org.au/facilitator. Applications 
closed in September with the hope that 

by the time this edition of Pulse goes to 
print that a start date would be in place. 
Please pray for the Facilitator as she 
commences her work.

At State Assembly last July, a Women’s Min-
istry Committee was established to pro-
mote the ministry of women in our church 
on a complementarian basis and to pro-
mote effective networking among women 
within the PCNSW. 

This replaces the Women’s Ministry Task 
Force which has been working under Min-
istry and Mission. The new committee has 
a combination of members from the task 
force and new members. 

They are working together to build on the 

previous work of the task force, oversee the 
employment of the Women’s Ministry Fa-
cilitator and create further opportunities to 
assist men and women working together to 
live by and reach out with the gospel.

The members of the committee are: Rev Pe-
ter Gobbo (Convener), Rev Bruce Meller, 
Rev John McClean, Mrs Sarah Bell, Mrs Pau-
line Hor, Mrs Carmelina Read, Mrs Sheree 
Scott, Mrs Sylvia Siu, Mrs Jenni Smith.

They can be contacted by the commit-
tee email (womenministrypcnsw@gmail.
com), through the women’s ministry web-
site (womenministry.org.au) or by leav-
ing a message with Lani at church offices 
(0296909333).

Each year during the NSW General 
Assembly, the wives of ministers gather 
for a time of Bible teaching, sharing, 
praying and mutual encouragement. 
This year women in ministry, wives of can-
didates for the ministry and women stu-
dents at Christ College were also invited. 
About 50 women attended the lunch. 

The theme was “Resilience in Ministry” 
and the group was blessed with two ex-
cellent speakers: Tara Stenhouse and 
Valerie Ling, both wives of Presbyterian 
ministers. This informal gathering re-
places the former Presbyterian Minis-
ter’s Wives Association.

Tara, Dean of Women at Moore College, 
gave a Bible Talk on Psalm 27, reminding 
the women to gaze on the face of Christ. 

Psychologist Valerie Ling provided many 

practical suggestions for building resilience 
in ministry.

This topic resonated with those present as it 
spoke to hearts. Two women shared openly 
about their lives in ministry: Anna Yu from 
Temora, and Cherryn Hassan from Tamworth. 

There was time for women to share and 
pray and sing together, and the conversa-
tions continued over lunch.

Almost 50 children were registered for 
child care, aged from babies to 11 year olds. 
This was a huge increase on previous years. 
Organisers were thankful to Sarah Spencer 
from Balmain church and her team of able 
helpers who did a wonderful job caring for 
the children.

There was much positive feedback about 
the lunch from the women who came: of 
the excellent speakers, of the value of shar-

ing, praying and networking, and of includ-
ing women in ministry this year. 

“We are thankful to the Trustees for a grant 
from the Sylvia Evans Trust Fund which en-
ables us to provide this event at a low cost 
to those who attend,’’ a spokeswoman said. 

“We are mindful that the time and venue of 
the annual luncheon does not suit every-
one. It is always difficult for many ministers' 
wives and women in ministry to come to 
Sydney in Assembly week.

“We would love to hear your suggestions for 
ways to encourage and network women. You 
can contact us through our website www.
womenministry.org.au or find us on Face-
book,‘PCNSW Women’ and ‘PCNSW Min-
istry Wives’.’’

The next event for ministry wives was at the 
biennial Ministers’ Family Camp in October. 
The speaker was Ian Smith and the theme 
Maintaining Our Focus: Talks in Titus. 

Supporting and encouraging women’s ministry
BY SHEREE SCOTT

Ministry women look at ‘resilience’

PWA Corner
WITH BARBARA CLARK

Our 16 Presbytery Group Rallies this year 
have been great times of blessings shared 
with ladies, and some gentlemen, in wor-
ship, prayer, praise, and in fellowship and 
thankfulness for past years’ achievements, 
and in planning for times ahead.

The proceeds of the 103rd PWA Market 
at Burwood Presbyterian Church Halls on 
October 18, will assist Ministry and Mis-
sions’ project to train country Presbyterian 
churches in Biblical Peacemaking. 

The creativity and culinary skills of our 
PWA ladies are evident on every Market 
stall. Some very enterprising country and 

city PWA branches and Presbytery groups, 
unable to make the trip to Burwood, are 
to be commended for their efforts in fund 
raising for Market, and their contributions 
are very much appreciated.

Children at the Tregear and Windsor Pres-
byterian Preschools, with identified speech 
problems, are already involved in speech 
therapy programs. This was made possible 
by the proceeds of the 2016 PWA Market.

Our PWA Constitution Review Commit-
tee has commenced the review of the PWA 
Constitution and Handbook as agreed at 
the 2017 Annual PWA Conference.

American born Thomas Chisholm, writer 
of more than 1200 sacred poems, many of 
which have since become prominent hymn 
texts, was inspired by Lamentations 3: 22-
23 ‘Because of the Lord’s great love, we are 

not consumed, for His compassions never 
fail. They are new every morning: Great is 
Your Faithfulness.’ During their wilderness 
journey, the Children of Israel learned that 
God’s provision of manna for them was on 
a ‘morning by morning’ basis. They could 
not survive on old manna nor store it for 
future use (Exodus 16:19-21).

This Pulse edition spans the seamless end 
of 2017 and the beginning of 2018. In the 
coming months as we prepare to celebrate 
our Saviour’s birth and plan for the new 
year, it is an opportune time to reflect on the 
verses from Lamentations, which inspired 
Chisholm to pen that much loved Hymn 
“Great is Your Faithfulness” which we Pres-
byterians sing so well. Here is a Hymn of 
thankfulness for past years’ blessings and 
assurance of God’s provision of our every 
need for the future. May God bless you as 
you reflect on His great faithfulness.
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Thinking of studying at Christ College?
As you prepare for pastoral and Christian 
leadership at College, one of the many priv-
ileges you will experience is studying along-
side other like-minded students. Christ 
College’s recent Open Night was a great 
chance to meet some of these students, and 
in this Christ College feature we introduce 
you to one of them.

Alan Au is a fourth-year student at Christ 
College and is preparing for pastoral lead-
ership in the Presbyterian Church of NSW. 
We asked him a few questions about his 
time at college, and his advice for those 
thinking about theological study:

Alan, can you tell us a little 
about yourself?
I'm happily married to Beatrice and togeth-
er we are serving at Captivate Presbyterian 
Church. In our time off you might catch Bea 
at the flower markets or myself at Brazilian 
Ju Jitsu, or both of us enjoying the great in-
doors aka Netflix (in moderation of course!) 

Why did you come to study  
at Christ College?
I'm currently studying a Master of Arts 
(Theology) at Christ College. I signed up 
in part for my training in working with the 
Presbyterian Church. It's also an effort to 
keep growing by having stimulating input 
and learning woven into ministry life. 

What have you enjoyed about  
your time at Christ College?
One of my favourite things so far at Christ 
College has been the relational learning en-
vironment. The classes (and the extracur-
ricular activities) are done so that there is 
room for personal engagement and reflec-
tion with others. This has often produced 
learning that is designed and directed to-
wards practical application in church life.

What is one piece of advice you’d give  
to someone considering theological  
study in 2018?
One of the most exciting things about theo-
logical study is being personally and radical-
ly shaped by God’s truth. Intentionally invest 
yourself in places and people that will hum-
ble you and hone you for future ministry. For 
me, it came from the classroom and faculty, 
from personal study and ministry applica-
tion and from the peers you learn and live 
with over the course of your study. 

If you’re interested in joining Alan by 
studying at Christ College in 2018, the staff 
would love to chat to you! Visit the website 
for more information, or book in a time to 
have a coffee with a staff member by email-
ing contact@christcollege.edu.au.

Long-time Christ College admin-
istrator, Susan Finlay, has decided 
to retire as she enters her 20th year 
with the college.

Susan joined the staff of what was then 
called the Presbyterian Theological Centre 
(PTC) two decades ago. On October 5, as 
she entered her 20th year with us, she was 
set to retire.

A lot has changed in that time, and Susan 
has seen it all.
 
When Susan began at PTC, she was the on-
site administration. She did it all! If you had 
a question, the answer was “Ask Susan”. 

The person who sits at the front desk has a 
unique perspective, and Susan has watched 
the college grow and develop over the past 
two decades.

She has watched staff come and go to the 
point that most of the current staff cannot 
remember a time when Susan was not there.

She has welcomed and got to know genera-
tions of students and she has followed their 
progress after college and rejoiced in how 
God is using them in their various ministries.

A lot has changed in the time that Susan has 
been with us – a new college name, a new 
address, to name a few. 

She has watched the college grow from a 
boutique operation to a more complex or-
ganisation that has redefined her role several 
times. But at its core has been the same – the 
ministry of administration in the facilitation 
of theological education.
 
College principal, Ian Smith, says adminis-
tration is such an important task but often 
an unseen one.

“It’s a bit like housework – we only notice it 
when it’s not done, and we take it for granted 
when it is,’’ he said. “But without good ad-
ministration, any organisation will falter. In 
Susan, we have had someone who has given 
her all. She will be missed.’’
 
Susan will move to Tasmania to enjoy her 
retirement closer to her family.

Alan prepares for pastoral leadership 

ALAN AND BEATRICE AU

SUSAN FINLAY

“Intentionally invest 
yourself in places and 
people that will humble 
you and hone you for 
future ministry.”

If you had a question, 
the answer was 
“Ask Susan”. 

Christ College administrator retires
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“This is the most beautiful flower 
show ever” was the general con-
sensus of people who attended 
this year’s Gunnedah Presbyterian 
Church Flower Show and Fair. 

“There are only a few flowershows left in 
the North West of NSW and with such a 
healthy PWA and organising committee, 
Gunnedah Presbyterian is thankful to God 
that they we are still able to stage this,’’ Min-
ister, Rev Lyle Sims said.

“Each year has a different theme and this 
year it was Japanese, coinciding with quite 
a few changes to the lay out of the hall to 
make it easier to set up and more appealing 
to all who came. 

“Gunnedah Presbyterian sees that the ben-
efit of these kinds of events are in its ability 
to facilitate, in a practical way, team build-
ing and co-operation together, and making 
a memorable experience for those who at-
tend, bridging to friendships and conver-
sation with those in our community rather 
than just simply dollar factor.’’

Mr Sims said with this in mind stalls were 
painted, lawns were mowed, cooking, pro-
duce, and preparations made, and then on 
the day tables were set up between the hall 
and the church and an outdoor morning tea 
was provided.

“Stalls like an old world craft and handi-
work, clean and collectables at a white el-

ephant stall, kids’ corner with all sorts of 
activities as well as day old chickens for 
the children to hold made the appeal quite 
wide,’’ he said.

“There were the usual greatly anticipated 
cakes and biscuits, after all everyone says 
Presbyterian women are great cooks! Flow-
ers and displays of all variety and shapes 
heralded that God is great in his creative 
power, and rocky road and icing sugar was 
labelled, not only ingredients, but also Bible 
verses which hopefully remind people that 
God has sent the rescuer Jesus Christ into 
our world, and that our appetites are not all 
that there is to us in this world.

“2017 built on the past few years with a 
great art display and photography compe-
tition with entries far exceeding expecta-
tions. For those who’d rather sit down to a 
formal luncheon inside there was a sump-
tuous meal served beside the vista of the 
beautiful flowers and a new menu for the 
meal, more fitted to today’s world, was en-
joyed. Plants and produce was a mammoth 
task, with ute-loads of plants brought be-
fore sunrise quickly drawing a crowd.’’

Mr Sims said the show created the opportu-
nity for many conversations to be had with 
residents who otherwise may not have been 
inclined to go near a church building. 

“A local plains pipes and drums group 
again volunteered to do an entertainment 
spot on the lawn, along with some of their 
students who’d been training to dance with 
swords,’’ he said.

“While this was not my own personal fa-
vourite style of music to relax to, I could ap-
preciate that it had made something of a re-
surgence lately. While much else about the 
Presbyterian Church’s ties with Scotland 
has been replaced with a distinctly Aus-
tralian outlook now, with more emphasis 
on the Bible, and a living faith in Jesus, yet 
there is still a place to hear bagpipes played, 
and outdoors, at the flower show proved to 
be one of those.”

He also commended the great work of the 
organising committee for its service, fore-
sight, and preparation in bringing the event 
to fruition. “It’s a terrific time for everyone, 
and for the community to see that we as a 
church can work together in a spirt of har-
mony and love for one-another, because of 
what Jesus has done for us in salvation.” 

“While there can be some challenging and 
stressful things to be negotiated, if we’re 
willing to pray they can be got through. All 
in all it’s beneficial for our people, and as 
long as we continue to see it as facilitating 
bridge building to our community, and fur-
thering cooperation in our fellowship, rath-
er than simply a money focus then there 
can continue to be benefit.” 

“To make something beautiful, memorable, 
special, because your children or grand-
children had fun there, you were listened 
to, or even you got some sort of bargain, as 
long as it was a positive experience coming 
to the church grounds, then all the effort 
is worthwhile, and who knows what God 
might do with that in the future!”

Flower show: a testimony to a healthy church



8 THE PULSE

NEWS

The Presbyterian Pulse has been recognised as be-
ing among the best religious press in Australia and 
New Zealand, winning three ARPA media awards 
for 2016.
 
ARPA, the Australasian Religious Press Association, 
is an ecumenical Christian communication network 
for Australian and New Zealand publications and 
their editors, journalists, designers and contributors.

The Pulse has been a member for almost the entire 10 
years the Pulse has existed, but this is the first year we 
have entered the awards.

Founding editor/journalist Karen Forman attended 
the annual ARPA conference and presentation dinner in Auckland, 
New Zealand in October, to personally receive the awards on be-
half of The Pulse and the PCNSW. She also gained a lot out of at-
tending the conference presentations and meeting her peers from 
religious media from throughout Australia and New Zealand.

The Pulse achieved a bronze award for Best Regional Magazine, 
silver award for Best Cover (from September 2016 which featured 
an image of an Allowah child by our designer, Ben Davis) and a 
bronze award for Best Faith Reflection (for a story written by then 
Moderator Paul Harris – congratulations to Paul!) and received 
many positive comments from the judges.

The awards were for the four magazines we produced during 2016 
with the award for Best Regional Magazine being judged on content, 
look, and design. A total of 23 awards were presented on the night. 

Judges said of the Pulse overall: “this publication offers a large quan-
tity of articles for the amount of printed pages. Included amongst 
the regional news stories are refreshingly thought-provoking pieces 

that address the issues that face our wider communities 
today. The cover design works extremely well when the 
photo chosen is a good one.’’

Of Paul’s article: “Living with Hostility” is a succinct 
analysis and commentary on the socio-political con-
text that western churches are increasingly finding 
themselves in. Harris maintains: ‘We shouldn’t with-
draw. Instead, we should bless. But we also shouldn’t 
just blend in.’

Of the cover: “overall, this cover brings a very human 
element to institutional care meeting children's spe-
cial needs.”

Karen thanked her team – which includes the editorial team includ-
ing designer Ben Davis, proof reader Betty Thompson, editor in chief 
Jeof Falls, production manager Peter Merrick and circulation man-
ager Suzanne Jensen; as well as the wider team of contributors, our 
printer Focus Publishing and our mail house, Smart Mail.

“These awards belong to you all – every single person who has con-
tributed to the Pulse in some way. Thank you and congratulations,’’ 
Karen said. “Many of my peers had never seen us/heard of us be-
fore and were surprised at the high quality of look, feel and content 
of our magazine! We were the only Presbyterian representation 
among a strong Catholic, Anglican and Salvation Army contingent, 
among others.

“I would also like to thank our CEO Jeof, who came on board as Ed-
itor in Chief just prior to the production of the winning issues, and 
has been enthusiastically involved at all levels and was a great sup-
porter of us entering the awards. Also to the Trustees for supporting 
the Pulse and my trip to New Zealand to receive the awards.’’

AUSTRALASIAN
MEDIA AWARDS

F O R  T H E  P U L S E

A website 
to remember
Presbyterian Aged Care (PAC) has not just 
renovated, but completely rebuilt its web-
site - but this should be of interest to more 
than just seniors.

As they age and find themselves needing 
the services of the aged care system, seniors 
often need help in not only gathering infor-
mation about what is available to them, but 
understanding that information.

Often it’s the children, grandchildren, and 
friends who help.

Significant changes to some areas of aged 
care have come into effect in 2017, and many 

older people find government regulations, 
funding, procedures and costs confusing. 

But PAC’s new website (www.pacnsw.org.
au) was made with this knowledge front-
of-mind to make it as easy as possible for 
people to understand, and make the right 
choices for them or their loved ones.

Often people’s first encounter with the aged 
care system is with Home Care – where 
tasks may be getting a little difficult, but you 
want to stay in your own home, so carers 
come to you and help out. 

The website’s Home Care section provides 
a step-by-step guide, in plain terms, to 
accessing funding from the Government 
(most receive sizeable subsidies), the types 
of packages available, what to expect and 
when, and simplifies the complex pricing 
system that the Federal Government needs 

to use to keep the system fair.

Likewise, information on live-in residential 
Aged care homes is simple and straight-
forward: how to secure a place, the quali-
ty of care you can expect in facilities, and 
the costs. Also helpful are two succinct and 
helpful tables: one allowing comparison of 
costs between different facilities in a glance, 
the other showing comparison of features 
built in to each of the homes. 

Other features of the website include a 
Links page which will take you to well-re-
garded information sources in the aged care 
sector, a feature to enlarge all text for those 
who are over squinting at their screens, and 
links to PAC’s Facebook, Twitter, and You-
Tube pages to keep up to date on industry 
and PAC developments. 

Check it out at: www.pacnsw.org.au
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FEATURE

Christmas is coming but planning pres-
ents, tree trimming and feasts is low on 
the list of priorities for Tregear mother 
of four, Lina Gabo-Faavelvela.

Instead, Lina’s thoughts are on getting 
through each day with two severely autis-
tic children, a very sick son with type one 
diabetes, asthma and a liver problem, a 
limited income and what feels like an un-
limited expenditure on medicines, med-
ical appointments, transport to medical 
appointments and other interventions.

Some days her son Roy needs to use up to 
four ketone strips to test his sugar levels – 
at $11 for 10, plus around $190 a month 
for insulin and needles. Dorah needs 
speech therapy and occupational therapy 
at around $150 a week, plus behavioural 
therapy at $125 a fortnight. Son Fraser had 
to stop speech therapy due to lack of funds, 
but has behavioural therapy “because it is 
so important – even his teacher is afraid of 
him sometimes’’ says Lina.

Fortunately, Centrelink money received 
fortnightly covers many of the medical 
expenses, but Lina only receives that mon-
ey if her husband Sio, a casual traffic con-
troller, doesn’t make more than $1200 a 
fortnight. If he does, Centrelink cuts out 
all the funds. The National Disability In-
surance Scheme has kicked in for Dorah, 
but not yet Fraser and that helps.

After she pays rent of $278 (that’s after the 
Department of Housing subsidy), petrol 
of $60 a week, puts food on the table (and 
most meals are based around $2 a kilo 
chicken drumsticks), pays CTP insurance, 
electricity and phone, there isn’t much of 
Sio’s wage left.

If it wasn’t for weekly food parcels deliv-
ered by the Tregear Presbyterian Church, 
which Lina attends when her severely dis-
abled children aren’t playing up too much 
or Roy is sick in Westmead Hospital, Lina 
and her family would be severely lacking 
in food staples and vital nutrition.

After doctors were concerned that Roy 
was not getting enough red meat and that 
this could have led to his uncontrolled 
diabetes, Lina was even more worried. 
“They said he wasn’t getting enough red 
meat,’’ she says tearfully. “But I cannot af-
ford to buy it.’’

Again, Tregear Presbyterian Church came 
to the devout Christian and loving moth-
er’s aid, bringing the all-important red 
meat for Roy as well as the food parcels.

Life is incredibly tough for Lina and her 
family, who immigrated to Australia from 
Samoa via New Zealand in 2007 seeking a 

better life for the children 
and originally settled in 
Mt Druitt, one of West-
ern Sydney’s poorest, 
drug and alcohol strick-
en and even violent com-
munities. After someone 
threw a brick through a 
window where then baby 
Siiae was sleeping, the 
Housing Commission 
allocated the family their 
current house in Tregear 
– but it came with rats, 
mice, cockroaches and 
used syringes.

With Roy often being 
rushed to hospital with 
Lina by his side and 
having to stay a week 
or more, Sio often has 
to stay home from work 
if the other children are 
sick – and no money is 
brought in. Similarly, 
there will be no work for 
Sio for two weeks over 
Christmas, and no food 
parcels from church as 
that area shuts down 
over the holiday too.

Dorah and Fraser both attend weekly ap-
pointments at Westmead – a $120 return taxi 
ride away as Dorah cannot tolerate trains – for 
weight control. Dorah has a condition which 
has caused her to grow much larger than she 
should be for her age and to overeat.

Things were especially tough when Sio got 
an infection in his leg and was in another 
hospital while Roy was in Westmead near 
to death with diabetes – and Lina was run-
ning in between two hospitals and home.  
The family had virtually no income and 
huge medical bills.

Things are so tough that Lina can’t even 
find the time or the money to have a stress 
test ordered by doctors after a number of 
suspected heart attacks, which could only 
be caused by severe stress. 

“My biggest fear,’’ says Tregear Presbyteri-
an Church’s retired minister, Paul Bering-
er, now working with the food ministry, 
“is that something will happen to Lina and 
the children will all be fostered out. “We 
do our best as a church to support this 
family but they face so much adversity. 
We have had to stop monthly community 
dinners due to cost and even our weekly 
food bank may stop as we have no suitable 
car to tow the trailer to and from the food 
bank to collect food to disperse.’’

The stress of raising severely autistic 

and ill children has taken its toll on the 
couple’s marriage, too, with a brief time 
when the couple was separated only add-
ing to the financial stress.

“My kids are the most important thing in my 
life,’’ says Lina. “Sometimes, I am thinking, I 
wish I could have some time for myself, it’s 
not fair, why did this happen to my kids?

There is one bright light shining at Christ-
mas for this family and hundreds of oth-
ers, however.

This year, as in previous years, Jericho 
Road will be distributing Christmas ham-
pers to those in need. This will be the third 
year Lina and Sio and their family will re-
ceive a hamper.

“We want to let people in need know that 
we have not forgotten them on the occa-
sion of our celebration of the birth of our 
glorious Saviour,’’ says Jericho Road CEO 
Elizabeth McClean.

The good news is, that Pulse readers can help.

“We would love gifts to give!’’ says Eliza-
beth. “We need gifts for children, teens and 
adults. We often struggle to have enough 
gifts for teens and adults and any you can 
contribute would be gratefully accepted.

See page 19 for more information 
about how you can be involved in 
giving and sharing.

What are you giving for Christmas?
Can you spare some food or a toy for a family like Lina’s?
BY K A R E N F O R M A N

A GR ATEFUL  SIO AND LINA GABO -FA AVELVEL A ACCEPT A CHRIST-
MAS HAMPER FROM TREGE AR PRESBY TERIAN CHURCH FOOD 
MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVE , RETIRED MINISTER PAUL BERINGER.
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MODERATOR

About 3000 ministry train-
ers, mostly from the majority 
world, met in Bangkok for 10 
days in mid 2016. 

Amid the usual things at such con-
ferences, one thing grabbed my at-
tention. There are about 2.2 million 
pastors leading churches globally 
and only about 2.2 per cent of them 
are trained.

Do the maths! Most of God’s glob-
al people are being taught, led and 
cared for by pastors with no training. 

We need care not to overstate the place 
of ministry training. Training does not 
“make” a good pastor. Likewise, there are 
those who are faithful, fruitful and able 
pastors without recognised training. Thank 
God for them!

However, most pastors benefit from minis-
try training. It fills gaps in Bible and theo-
logical knowledge.

It teaches skills in handling God’s truth. It 
gives scaffolding for growing and practising 
ministry skills. It introduces students to the 
confessional and creedal tradition of histor-
ic Christianity. In short, ministry training 
helps produce pastors who are equipped for 
their calling.

Many of the 97.8 per cent of untrained pas-
tors are in the majority world. Some are in 
places where there are many first-genera-
tion believers.

Good Bible translations may not be avail-
able and there may be little good Christian 
literature in local language. In those con-
texts, the absence of trained pastors can 
easily lead to false teaching and many forms 
of inadequate and bad pastoring. Bad shep-
herds of God’s people are even worse than 
no shepherds (Ezek 34).

Now consider our scene in NSW. Most of 
our churches have a pastor with four years’ 
degree-level training. 

They have been exposed to best-practice 
learning in Bible, theology, church history 
and ministry skills. 

They had field training in local churches 
with mentors who helped bridge the gap 
from classroom to effective pastoring.

Our pastors work with other elders who 
have had access to talks, conferences and 
books to help inform and upskill them.

Our eldership training in NSW is 
presently modest (watch this space!), 
but many of our elders are ahead of 
the 97.8 per cent of global pastors 
mentioned above.

Do you see the gap? We have well-
trained pastors in an environment 
rich in ministry resources and sup-

ports. Most of our pastors serve churches 
of less than 200 attendees and most of these 
are mature Christians. 

Elsewhere there are untrained pastors lead-
ing churches that may have thousands of 
attendees, most of whom are fickle new be-
lievers (Eph 4:14) who need the milk and 
then meat of God’s word (1 Pet 2:2; Heb 
5:12). The trained pastors are not where 
they are most needed.

Here’s a challenge. How about every one of 
our NSW congregations makes a commit-
ment to annual hands-on involvement in 
global ministry training? 

Here’s what it could look like. Each of 
our churches releases their pastor and 
perhaps one other person for seven to 10 
days annually.

The church gives their time and helps with 
costs. The sent ones go to the majority 
world and invest themselves in the same 
place year after year to help build up local 
church leaders.

Wouldn’t it be especially great to invest in 
our own backyard of Asia-Pacific and help 
God’s work grow in our own region?

Yes, it will cost money and may be challeng-
ing, difficult, disappointing and disheart-
ening – but that’s the nature of ministry at 
home also.

Not every church will be able to do this and 
not every pastor will be suitable or free to 
go. Those churches and pastors can help 
make it possible for others to go.

Consider now the benefit. Our small de-

nomination could make a disproportionate 
contribution by investing in the 97.8% of 
presently untrained pastors.

Through them we could play a signifi-
cant part in the unfinished work of Jesus 
through his church.

A vital first move is to contact APWM 
NSW (Derek Bullen: nswconvener@apwm.
org.au) and APWM National (Kevin Mur-
ray kevinmurray@apwm.org.au). APWM-
has knowledge, experience and contacts.

They can help screen people and places 
for suitability and facilitate involvement in 
ways that coordinate well with others and 
avoid the pitfalls of freelancing your way 
into global trouble.

I encourage you to join me in the unfin-
ished task of global ministry training.

MODER ATOR’S DI A RY

July: Assembly; preach at Ben Ho’s 
induction to Carlingford; church 
visits to Mittagong and Bowral.

August: pastoral letter on domestic 
violence; meeting with the Gospel, 
Society and Culture Committee; 
church visits to Woy Woy and The 
Entrance; PLC Armidale for launch 
of Pathways program; speaking 
engagements at Burwood and Cor-
nerstone churches.

September: church visits to Wollon-
dilly and Woonona; NSW Council 
of Churches meetings; Timor Leste 
Bible and ministry conference.

October: church visits to Kiama, 
Terrigal and Gosford; Reformation 
dinner at Wahroonga; teaching 
weekend at Henty; PAC Stockton; 
PWA Market; Trustees.

November: Hurstville; TEE confer-
ence in Chiang Mai.

December: church visit to Toukley; 
schools.

DAVID BURKE

FROM THE MODERATOR WITH DAVID BURKE

UNFIN ISHED BUSINESS 
the challenge of global ministry training



THE PULSE 11

What was the most pressing 
reason for choosing to serve in 
France?
Growth in the evangelical church, and 
in individual Christians, is difficult be-
cause extreme secularism leaves believ-
ers – less than one per cent of the popu-
lation – very isolated.

A hostility toward spiritual conver-
sations hampers finding community 
with other believers, and limits op-
portunities to witness or evangelise. 
Whole regions of France have less 
than one church for every 100,000 
people; the average is roughly one 
per 27,000. In Sydney, where church-
es are strong, numerous, and local, 
we realised the difference this made 
in our lives. So we’ve responded to a 
request from National Association of 
Evangelical churches in France (CNEF) for 
church planters to work with them. CNEF 
has a goal of planting one Church per 
10,000 people – this will triple the number 
of churches!

What has been the most surprising 
thing about France, now that you’ve 
arrived?
We’ve both lived in France for a short 
time in the past, so we felt we knew 
roughly what to expect this time around. 
But now that we’re living in Massy (a 
satellite town in the Paris metropolis) 
we've been amazed at how multicultural 
this part of France is! It's been stunning 
seeing people from so many ethnic back-
grounds living, travelling and working 
together. There is no obvious sign of eth-
nic discrimination here, unlike our past 
experience and the reports of our French 
contacts from other parts of the country.

What’s the greatest spiritual need in 
this country?
France is a secular state, in which no religion 
is officially recognised. It’s also a “multi-con-
fessional” country, in which Roman Cath-
olics, Muslims, Buddhists, Jews, Sikhs and 
evangelical Protestants live and work to-
gether. Unofficial surveys count 38 million 
people – around 60% of the population - as 
“Christian”, but church attendance is far 
lower. There are few evangelical churches 
in France, yet estimates of the number of 
evangelical Christians continue to rise: from 
100,000 in 1960 to 500,000 in 2017.

The greatest spiritual need for France is the 
establishment of new churches for Chris-
tians and seekers to gather together that 
will have a lasting impact on France. God 
has a special place for the church in his sal-
vation plan. In the church, we experience 
fellowship and encouragement, serving 
one another and spurring one another on 

in the faith. In the church, we expe-
rience God's love and work through 
others and in ourselves, and we (even 
though imperfectly) represent God's 
character to the world, witnessing 
collectively and individually to His 
grace. Without access to the church 
there seems little opportunity to grow, 
to exercise spiritual gifts, or to bene-
fit from collective godly wisdom and 
correction, and we are less likely to be 
emboldened to share our faith in dif-
ficult circumstances. 

What have you found challenging?
It's hard arriving in a new country and 
being dependent on others to help and 
guide you. We love and miss our inde-
pendence, our friends, and our families. 
But it has been wonderful to be guid-

ed through administration and daily tasks 
by French people from language school, and 
other missionaries who have been here long-
term. It is a great reminder that our contri-
bution is small, but that our God is big, and 
he will use our willingness to “go” to bring us 
closer to him, and hopefully in time, he will 
enable us to serve effectively in France. 

Please pray, with APWM, that Colin and 
Catherine will find a church in Paris where 
they can be active members during their 
year of language study, and for clarity about 
where they should be serving in France. 
Pray also for the new churches being start-
ed in France – on average one every 10 
days! – That they will be faithful commu-
nities witnessing to the secular surround-
ing culture. If you’d like to support Colin 
and Catherine in their ministry, contact 
the APWM National office for more in-
formation. Phone (02) 8073 7490, or email  
national@apwm.org.au

MISSIONS

M I S S I O N  M I N I S T R Y  I N  P A R I S

Colin and Catherine Puffett, with their son Julien and a baby on the way, are partnering with 

APWM and CMS to be part of a French church planting movement. When they arrived in  

Paris, we asked them about their hopes and plans for mission ministry.

C O L I N ,  C AT H E R I N E  A N D  J U L I E N  P U F F E T T
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How many ways have you 
listened to music across your 
lifetime?
On the radio, an LP, reel to reel, 8-track, cas-
sette, CD, MP3, streaming? So many media 
have come and gone; and they change more 
and more often.

There is a theory that technological change 
happens at an exponential rate. That 
means that the development in the next 
century might be the equivalent of the last 
20,000 years!

Even if the figure is exaggerated, it’s no sur-
prise we can feel overwhelmed by the con-
stant developments. 

What do Christians do? Do we just dive in 
and grab all the new gadgets we can? Should 
we be more like the Amish and stick with 
the horse and buggy in the age of the car?

Technology, in itself, is a blessing from God 
who made humans able to understand the 
world and to change it. God instructed us 
to “be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:28). 

This ‘cultural mandate’ calls us to care for 
and develop the world in service of God. 
Having recorded this instruction, Genesis 
then describes Adam and Eve placed in a 
garden with clear boundaries (Gen 2:10–14).

The implication is that their task was to ex-
tend the garden and bring the earth more 
fully in line with God’s intention. 

Filling and subduing is not only about 
babies and gardening. God set us to 
build a culture which would involve 
transport, architecture, communication, 
government, the arts … and so on. Hu-
mans are, quite remarkably, called to add 
to God’s creation.

God’s creation provides the structure and 
limits of our work. God is described as a 
builder, teacher, metalworker, potter, gar-
ment maker, farmer, shepherd and tent-
maker; which shows how similar human 
work is to God’s work.

He is the original worker, and we im-
itate him. So, Christians should not 
be anti-technology. It is a gift of God 
which has the possibility of enhanc-
ing human culture.

For all the good of technology, the 
opening chapters of Genesis place 
it under the shadow of sin. Cain 
and Abel learn how to raise flock 
and grow crops — and Cain misuses his 
crops in sacrifices and kills Abel before 
he builds a city.

Lamech, one of Cain’s descendants is a vi-
olent bigamist (Gen 4:23-24) and his sons 
develop animal husbandry, musical instru-
ments and metal tools (Gen 4:19-22). The 
great building project is the tower of Babel. 

There is, then, another side to technolo-
gy. It can be designed and used for evil, 
rather than good — weapons deployed 
for murder, polluting industry and por-
nographic websites.

But things are more complicated than that. 
Lots of things seem to be designed for good 
purposes, but are misused. A hammer made 
to strike a nail, is used to strike a child.

Even more complicated is technology 
which has great benefits but also consid-
erable costs. Think of the car which trans-
formed life in most Western countries.

City streets became cleaner with the ab-
sence of horses, people were able to move 
out of crowded unhygienic housing into 
comfortable suburban homes, middle class 
and working class families were able to 
travel to places which were once the pre-
serve of the wealthy. 

Authorities were able to respond to emer-
gencies and disasters in minutes and hours, 
rather than days and weeks.

Fresh food could be transported to popu-
lation centres. Yet cars brought their own 
forms of pollution and the comfortable 
suburbs created a level of social disloca-
tion. Easy personal transport fed the indi-
vidualism of Western culture and dislocat-
ed family structures. A car based society 

consumes huge amounts of energy 
and reduces exercise levels.

The complex effects of technolo-
gy confirm the ‘first law’ of Melvin 
Kranzberg, a famous historian of 
technology: “Technology is neither 
good nor bad; nor is it neutral!” Ev-
ery technology brings good, but also 
possible harm.

Every new technology brings new temp-
tations — some built into design, others 
springing from the culture.

Take the smart phone as another example. 
I recently heard the story of a guy who sur-
vived a heart attack while driving because 
he could call for help. I appreciate being 
able to stay in touch with family easily 
when I am travelling.

Evangelicals have always been quick to use 
communication technology to share the 
gospel, and Gospel Recording Network is 
one ministry that is using mobile phones to 
contact unreached groups around the world.

Yet phones are also powerful distractions 
from personal conversations and important 
family moments; and can be used to bully 
and abuse.

Technology is neither the great problem 
nor our salvation. Evil actions come from 
evil hearts, not from tools. Technology 
opens new temptations for us, but sin is 
rooted in humans not technology.

The solution to our problem is Christ and 
his kingdom, in the gospel applied to hu-
mans by the power of the Spirit.

The Amish have something right when it 
comes to technology; they are cautious and 
often put limits on use. The conclusions 
they come to can be strange — for instance 
some communities allow bikes but with-
out pedals; but the principle of being wise 
about technology is right.

Christians should be thankful to God for 
the blessings of technology; but not imag-
ine that it solves all our problems and pray 
for and seek wisdom to use it well.

ETHICS WITH JOHN MCCLEAN

Be thankful for technology,
but be wise

JOHN MCCLEAN

ETHICS
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PRESAID

Theological education in good facilities is a given 
in the West, but this is not always the case in 
other parts of the world. Sometimes even large 
churches struggle to provide training facilities to 
prepare pastors for ministry. CCAP Harare has a 
vision to build a residential Bible college at the 
Rock Haven Conference Centre near Harare, and 
they seek our help to do this.

Some PCA churches have already begun 
supporting CCAP Harare by visiting and teaching 
classes in the existing facilities. Books, library 
shelving, furniture and other supplies have also 
been sent by PCNSW congregations. The church 
is now ready to construct and Þt out a new Library 
and Study Centre for the college. This will cost 
$45,000.

These new buildings will be a blessing to the 
college students who will be trained to teach the 
10,000 members of CCAP Harare, and this 
blessing will ßow to the wider church. Please give 
prayerfully and generously.

PresAID: Presbyterians Assisting in Development 
2017 Christmas Appeal

Civil war in South Sudan has caused an 
humanitarian crisis for millions of displaced citizens. 
In Gambella, in neighbouring Ethiopia, the Jewi 
refugee camp houses almost sixty thousand 
refugees, all of whom have ßed from South Sudan. 
APWM missionary Motor Isaac Yat shares the good 
news of Jesus with his fellow South Sudanese in 
this Ethiopian refugee camp, because he too is 
unable to live in his own country.

Motor, and other South Sudanese pastors working in 
the camp, need your help to provide blankets and 
mosquito nets for the refugees. Bibles and other 
ministry resources, such as hymn books, catechism 
books and service books for ministers, are also 
desperately needed. The cost of providing these 
books and blankets and nets will be $40,000.

Some years ago, PresAID was able, with your help, 
to make a generous gift of $20,000 for the purchase 
of 3,000 Bibles for our South Sudanese Christian 
brothers and sisters. We hope to make another 
signiÞcant gift from this yearÕs Christmas Appeal, to 
provide again for their spiritual and physical needs. 
Please give prayerfully and generously.

Zimbabwe: Library and Study Centre

South Sudan Refugees in Ethiopia
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APWM missionary Motor Isaac Yat shares the good 
news of Jesus with his fellow South Sudanese in 
this Ethiopian refugee camp, because he too is 
unable to live in his own country.
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signiÞcant gift from this yearÕs Christmas Appeal, to 
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Please give prayerfully and generously.

Zimbabwe: Library and Study Centre

South Sudan Refugees in Ethiopia

CHRISTMAS APPEAL
P r e s A I D :  P R E S B Y T E R I A N S  A S S I S T I N G  I N  D E V E L O P M E N T

2017
SOUTH SUDAN REFUGEES IN ETHIOPIA

Civil war in South Sudan has caused an humanitarian crisis for 
millions of displaced citizens. In Gambella, in neighbouring Ethio-
pia, the Jewi refugee camp houses almost sixty thousand refugees, 
all of whom have fled from South Sudan. APWM missionary Mo-
tor Isaac Yat shares the good news of Jesus with his fellow South 
Sudanese in this Ethiopian refugee camp, because he too is unable 
to live in his own country.

Motor, and other South Sudanese pastors working in the camp, 
need your help to provide blankets and mosquito nets for the ref-
ugees. Bibles and other ministry resources, such as hymn books, 
catechism books and service books for ministers, are also desper-
ately needed. The cost of providing these books and blankets and 
nets will be $40,000.

Some years ago, PresAID was able, with your help, to make a 
generous gift of $20,000 for the purchase of 3,000 Bibles for our 
South Sudanese Christian brothers and sisters. We hope to make 
another significant gift from this year’s Christmas Appeal, to 
provide again for their spiritual and physical needs. Please give 
prayerfully and generously.

ZIMBABWE: LIBRARY AND STUDY CENTRE

Theological education in good facilities is a given in the West, but 
this is not always the case in other parts of the world. Sometimes 
even large churches struggle to provide training facilities to prepare 
pastors for ministry. CCAP Harare has a vision to build a residential 
Bible college at the Rock Haven Conference Centre near Harare, and
they seek our help to do this.

Some PCA churches have already begun supporting CCAP Hara-
re by visiting and teaching classes in the existing facilities. Books, 
library shelving, furniture and other supplies have also been sent 
by PCNSW congregations. The church is now ready to construct 
and fit out a new Library and Study Centre for the college. This 
will cost $45,000.

These new buildings will be a blessing to the college students who 
will be trained to teach the 10,000 members of CCAP Harare, and 
this blessing will flow to the wider church. Please give prayerfully 
and generously.
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Reformers Bookshop, 140 Albany Road, Stanmore NSW 2048
reformers.org.au

02 9564 3555

Reformers Bookshop
AUSTRALIA’S LEADING REFORMED & EVANGELICAL BOOKSHOP

• 
FR E E  P O S T AG

E •R
EFORMERS BOOKSHOP

Free postagefor orders over $60from Australia andNew Zealand when ordered and paid online.

PRICE PROMISE

If you find an item on this page cheaper at another Australian retailer, let us 

know and we’ll match the price!

(Excludes specials. Retail customers only. Until 28 February 2018.)

Refresh
Shona & David Murray (Crossway)

PAPERBACK | A book for women, Shona and 
David Murray want to help you slow down to a 

more grace-paced life—enabling you to avoid the 
pitfall of  burnout, cultivate sustainable habits for 
the future, and experience the rest of  body and 

soul that God intends for you.

Reset
David Murray (Crossway)

PAPERBACK | David Murray offers weary 
men hope for the future, helping them identify 

the warning signs of  burnout and offering 
practical strategies for developing patterns that 
are necessary for living a grace-paced life and 
reaching the finish line with their joy intact.

Sing a New Song
Lydia Brownback (Crossway)

HARDCOVER |  “A Woman’s Guide to the Psalms”
Sing a New Song offers a fresh look at the 150 psalms 

in the Bible, summarizing each psalm’s key themes, 
revealing how each fits in to both the Psalter as a whole 

and the rest of  Scripture, and suggesting practical 
applications.

$17.99 $27.99

$17.99NEW

$15.99

NEW

The Biggest Story ABC
Kevin DeYoung & Don Clark (Crossway)
BOARDBOOK | From Adam and Eve in the garden of  Eden to Zion and the new 
creation world, the Bible is telling one big story—the story of  God’s promise to deliver his 

people. Kevin DeYoung, best-selling author of  The Biggest Story, has written a new board 
book to help kids ages 1 to 3 to make connections from Genesis to Revelation and from 

A to Z.

Each page introduces a new letter of  the alphabet with engaging and whimsical illustrations from 
award-winning artist Don Clark, retelling the biblical narrative in one continuous story.

This board book is a fun way for parents to introduce their small children to the big story of  the 
Bible. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: THE BIGGEST STORY [HC] FOR $24.99 (Storybook)

NEW
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We can see in the Bible, God’s clear and ever-present 
word to us, ways in which we are to pray. Jesus mod-
elled prayer through teaching, in public through his 
miracles, and by retreating privately.

The letters of the New Testament and prophets in the Old Testa-
ment also show clear ways in which God’s people speak to Him. 
The Psalms are a collection of prayers that show us a full spread of 
human emotion as we cry out to God. 

At Summer Camp 2017, Sandy McMillan from Drummoyne Pres-
byterian Church will speak on the Psalms helping the campers and 
leaders to think about the way we communicate with the God of 
the universe.

Because of Jesus this is both simple and personal. 

We can come before God any time and call him Father and this 
helps us to know Him and feel known by Him. 

Our camps are about community.

We spend time as a temporary residential community that is focused 
on Jesus. We share our time over meals, sessions that include sing-
ing, games and the explanation of God’s word, small group Bible 
studies, group activities, and private Bible reading and prayer time.

To build this community we need campers and we need leaders. 
We want to see many youth from across NSW come to know and 
grow in Jesus. 

We need leaders to come alongside our youth, in community with 
them. Please send your youth and leaders (we have jobs for leaders 
young and old) to camp where we can help equip them for serving 
the Kingdom.

You may not be able to come along to camp but we ask that you 
support camp by:

• Praying that God will use camp to bring more youth into a sav-
ing relationship with Him. Pray for those who already know and 
love Jesus to be encouraged and challenged through going deep-
er into God’s word and fellowshipping with other Christians. 
Please pray for God to provide leaders and that Summer Camp 
would bring Glory to God.

• Encourage and invite youth and leaders to come to camp. We 
are happy to send you paper invites or you can access them and 
other resources, on our website.

For more information about Summer Camp or to register, please 
visit www.pynsw.org.au/camping or to contact the PYNSW Office 
call (02) 8567 4700 or email camps@pynsw.org.au

SUMMER CAMP 2017
TEACH ME TO PRAY

We’ve seen a lot of really encouraging things happen 
with Special Religious Education and schools ministry 
over the last few months - almost too many to men-
tion! Here are some highlights:

• Labor party motion to remove SRE from classrooms DEFEATED 

At the recent NSW Labor Conference, a motion to remove SRE 
from classroom time was put forward but the motion was defeated, 
thanks to the support of Shadow Education Minister Jihad Dib.

• QLD Education Department REVERSED the ban on students 
talking about Jesus.

The QLD Education Department met with SRE providers and 
agreed to reverse the ban on students talking about Jesus in the 
school playground. What an amazing result and a tangible out-
come from our collaborative work with our Christian friends in 
Queensland.

• SRE Research Launch at Parliament House.

We recently held an event at Parliament House where represen-
tatives from most major faith groups joined with members of 
Parliament, including Education Minister Rob Stokes and Shad-
ow Minister Jihad Dib, to hear McCrindle Research present find-
ings from the NSW Government’s independent review of SRE. 
The findings were extremely positive and it was great to hear that 
there is support from both sides of NSW Parliament for the con-
tinuation of SRE classes in schools.

• We are distributing 500,000 Christian SRE brochures to 
NSW parents. 

We are getting ready to distribute 500,000 SRE parent infor-
mation brochures over the next 18 months to provide parents, 
schools and principals with information about Christian SRE 
and the benefits of SRE. We want parents and school staff to 
know about the value of SRE and for parents to have the infor-
mation they need to make the choice to sign up their children 
for SRE classes. 

We praise God for the privilege we have to teach Christian SRE in 
NSW schools. Please keep praying that Christian SRE will continue 
to be strengthened and that more children will have the opportuni-
ty to hear the Gospel of Jesus through SRE classes. 

For more updates, please “like” our Facebook page:  
facebook.com/christiansrensw or sign up on our website:
christiansre.nationbuilder.com
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METRO
“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others.” (2 Timothy 2:2 NIV2011)

METRO VISION:
METRO is a commitment to what Paul commanded Timothy – ensuring 
that the gospel of Jesus is passed on. It is a commitment to invest in reliable 
people and intentionally train them in gospel ministry. It is a commitment 
to guard the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus. It is a commitment to 
training for gospel ministry through discipleship in local churches.

METRO FUNCTION:
The METRO program is a two-year full time ministry apprentice-
ship program within a local church where a trainee/apprentice is 
discipled by a trainer experienced in gospel ministry. 

METRO and MTS (Ministry Training Strategy) have enjoyed a long 
partnership in encouraging local churches to raise up leaders for 
paid gospel ministry. Through this partnership, we have seen:

• 23 graduates of METRO and 17 graduates of MTS enter Presbyte-
rian ministry in NSW;

• the launch of the MTS-Mission Minded Conference for ministry 
recruiting and;

•  recognition of the METRO syllabus (with Timothy Partnership) 
for scholarship and AUSTUDY funding.

The experience of MTS across several denominational and ministry 
platforms is helping METRO better coordinate our apprenticeship 
pathways, improve training programs and mobilise more appren-
ticeships in Presbyterian churches across NSW and ACT. 

From 2017, the METRO Committee has agreed to align the METRO 
syllabus with the MTS syllabus. This enables a significant reduction 
in the METRO Committee’s curriculum administration and opera-
tional costs. It also enables apprentices and trainers to give greater 
local diversity to their training program and have direct responsibil-
ity for their financial support raising.

The METRO Committee will oversee the training programs and 
MTS apprenticeship pathways engaged in by apprentices who are 
members of a Presbyterian Church (PCNSW) and their Presbyteri-
an trainer/co-trainer, and provide financial sponsorship to approved 
apprenticeships. METRO Sponsorship for each apprentice is $6,000 
per annum for two concurrent years.

We asked a couple of METRO apprentices to provide some reflection 
on their experience as trainees.

KEITH WIENCKE FROM ALBURY
Being an apprentice at a later stage of life is a useful 
and rewarding experience. Studying theology and 
being part of a structured program equips me to 
better serve in various areas of ministry. Learn-
ing more about God’s grace and Jesus’ saving 
work helps bring a better gospel perspective 
into everything I do. Whether it’s leading a 
growth group, serving as an elder, one to one bi-
ble reading or doing ordinary tasks on a roster - it’s 
great to consider how we can be used by God to grow 
followers of Jesus.

TERESA PUNNETT FROM BATHURST
My METRO traineeship has been a challenging and 
rewarding journey. In finishing up my two years I 
can definitely say it’s been the most worthwhile 
experience. God has used METRO to grow me 
in having a gospel focus in everything. He’s 
been growing me in shaping my life on the Bible 
as I read it and learn from it. I’ve been trained in 
many different areas, grown in my love and ability 
to minister to people and I'm excited to do it for the 
rest of my life. Every day now, I want to work hard to grow followers 
of Jesus. Because there’s really no better life than a life lived for the 
growth of God’s kingdom.

My trainers, Tristan and Clare, have been so loving in the way they've 
discipled me and modelled gospel-centred living. They’ve shared their 
family life with me and my husband Bob and they've shared their min-
istry with me. I think this has been one of the biggest benefits to me. I 
haven't learnt the ins and outs of ministry from books (although they 
do help!), but through spending time doing ministry with Tristan and 
Clare. Having them train me has meant I can ask questions and reflect 
on my ministry with them. I’ve been pushed to grow and change in my 
thinking and attitude. I’ve been supported in tough situations.

I’m so grateful for the time and effort and thought they’ve put into invest-
ing in me and equipping me for a lifetime of gospel ministry. Gospel min-
istry training really is something I think everyone should be investing in.

I’m looking forward to continuing to grow followers of Jesus at 
church in Bathurst. It doesn’t stop here. I want to use my time and 
energy to help people know their King Jesus and love living gos-
pel-centred lives for his glory.



18 THE PULSE

JERICHO ROAD

Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work 
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are 
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.
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am a Chaplain with NSW Rural Fire Service and my role is 
to provide pastoral care to members of the RFS and their 
families. My area of responsibility is as the Zone Chap-
lain for the RFS Zone which covers the shires of Walgett, 
Coonamble, Warren and Bogan (Nyngan) in the north 

west of the state. As a matter of interest I am also a Chaplain for 
NSW Ambulance covering much of the same area of the State.

For me as for all chaplains the work is varied and at times con-
fronting more so than the usual parish ministry. I do the work of 
chaplaincy because I seek to help those who need it at their most 
vulnerable times and where possible to share the hope that only 

comes through Jesus Christ. As an RFS Chaplain I work 
mainly with full time employees, volunteers and their fam-
ilies. It is an important part of the ministry to get alongside 
these people through relationship building so that they are 
aware you are around and care for them.

Through the years there have been many and varied situations 
where I have provided chaplaincy support and it is important 
to be there when people need help often at a vulnerable stage 
of their lives. It is a privilege to be able to assist RFS personnel 
and their families because they are out there in often dan-
gerous situations as they in turn care for their communities.

ccasionally, I hear someone ask, “Can someone with an 
intellectual disability understand the gospel?” In my 
reading I’ve even come across commentary suggesting 
that people with intellectual disabilities can't respond to 
the gospel, and that they are saved some other way.

This, I suggest, is completely false. It seems to me the question isn’t 
about the person with the intellectual disability. It’s more about our 
theological tradition. Now, I’m a big fan of the conservative theolog-
ical tradition. It’s why I’m Presbyterian! It’s a very solid and helpful 
way of understanding our relationship with God. But in the pursuit 
of theological excellence, there is a danger in over-intellectualising 
the gospel, and turning faith into intellectual ascent. So we become 
confused when we come across people with intellectual disabilities.

We need to understand this faith is so much more than knowledge. 
James says, “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the de-
mons believe that—and shudder.” (James 2:19) Satan and his demons 
know the gospel better than we do. Satan knows enough to even 
present as an ‘angel of light’ (2 Corinthians 14:11), and counterfeit 
God’s word (Genesis 3:1, 4-5; Matthew 4:1-10). But do demons have 
faith? Is Satan saved? Of course not! They are not in a positive saving 
relationship with God.

So what does it mean to be in a positive, saving relationship with 
God? Think about this: When was the last time you stopped and 

thought, “God loves me.” I think that one simple thought can get 
lost in all our theological thinking. Just take a moment to stop and 
think what you did this week… Now realise that God loves you. It’s a 
profound thought, isn't it? It’s a thought that is part of a relationship 
of faith in our Lord and Saviour. It seems to me that people with 
intellectual disabilities have some concept of a loving relationship. 
They know who their family is. They know who their friends are. So 
for these people, the gospel might be as simple as “God loves me … 
so I’m going to love God.” That doesn’t make the rest of our theolo-
gy irrelevant. I’m not anti-intellectual. We have a sacred privilege in 
God revealing his Word to us, and we have a sacred duty to study 
and learn God’s word just as best as we can. But all that theology 
comes down to this one simple truth: God’s loves you, and you have 
an obligation to respond. This is language most people should be able 
to understand.

Sharing the gospel with someone with an intellectual disability really 
isn’t any different to anyone else. The gospel needs to be demonstrat-
ed and explained in terms they can understand. That way, by God’s 
grace, they will know God loves them, and respond in their own way 
as God enables them.

Find out more about reaching out and ministering alongside people 
with intellectual disabilities by contacting me, Jericho Road’s Dis-
ability Advocate and ask about how they can equip your church to be 
more inclusive of people with intellectual disabilities.

LES FOWLER

Showing Jesus’ love in 
hard times

B Y  L E S  F OW L E R

THE GOSPEL AND PEOPLE WITH 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 

BY REV JASON FORBES
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Or instead of an Allowah Christ-
mas Card you could consider a 
Jericho Road hamper. This year, as 
in previous years, Jericho Road will 
be distributing Christmas Hampers 
to those in need. We want to let 
people in need know that we have 
not forgotten them on the occasion 
of our celebration of the birth of our 
glorious Saviour.

G I V I N G
We would love gifts to give! We need gifts 
for children, teens and adults. We often 
struggle to have enough gifts for teens and 
adults and any you can contribute would be 
gratefully accepted.

If you are able to assist by donating food 
items or presents, please send your contri-

butions to Winmalee Presbyterian Church 
– Cnr High School Drive and Hawkesbury 
Road, Winmalee before Wednesday No-
vember 29 2017. Contact Gillian Gilchrist 
on Ph: 0413808062 or ggilchrist@pcnsw.
org.au to make arrangements.

You can also make a financial donation to 
support the purchase of extra items for the 
hampers or for regional churches to pur-
chase things for those in need in their local 
communities. Please contact Barrie Hoppitt 
on Ph: 9690 9322 or bhoppitt@pcnsw.org.
au to make your donation.

S H A R I N G
We would love you to nominate individ-
uals or families who are in financial hard-
ship to whom we can give a Christmas 
hamper. These hampers go out under the 
name of the local church. People receiving 
hampers do not need to be members of the 
Presbyterian Church; anyone who is strug-
gling financially qualifies.

To nominate, please get in touch with Gil-
lian Gilchrist on ggilchrist@pcnsw.org.au 
as soon as possible. You will need to pro-
vide Gillian with the number of people in 
the family for whom the hamper is being 
prepared and the ages and gender of any 
children. Hamper requests must be to Gil-
lian by Wednesday November 22 2017.

We are asking that churches pick up their 
nominated hampers from Winmalee Pres-
byterian Church after Friday December 8. 
If this is not possible, please let us know and 
we will discuss making other arrangements.

For regional churches, please let us know how 
many hampers you would like to distribute, 
and we may be able to send a financial contri-
bution to assist you. Financial contributions 
will depend upon donations received.

May we extend to you God’s richest blessings 
as we work together to help those in need.

What do you give that person who has everything? Or do you just want to give a gift that will 
bring joy to a child and family in need? This year we are inviting you to make a Christmas gift 
to Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital. We will be sending simple brochures that 
convert to cards to every congregation. You simply detach the 
donation slips, make your donation any way you 
wish and for any amount you like and give the 
cards to your friends and families. Keep 
an eye out for them or get in touch with 
Liz on emcclean@pcnsw.org.au and 
we can send them to you direct.



Desperate times call for desperate 
measures, and there is every indication 
of both here as we are introduced to 
Elijah. There is a time to woo and to 
declare the lovingkindness of God and 
there is a time to confront and to de-
clare the holy claims of God. The latter 
time was upon Elijah.

THE MAN ELIJAH

Now Elijah the Tishbite of Tishbe in Gilead 
said to Ahab, “As the Lord the God of Isra-
el lives before whom I stand, there shall be 
neither dew nor rain these years except by 
my word’” (17:1). 

Elijah suddenly burst onto the scene with 
not much of an introduction. To us a name 
is often just a convenient handle to distin-
guish one person's label from another's. 
Not so in the Scriptures; they invariably 
mean something. 'Isaiah' means 'Jehovah 
is salvation'; 'Abraham' means 'father of 
a multitude'; and 'Jesus' means 'He saves'. 
'Elijah' comes from two words: 'El' means 
'God', and 'Jah' is short for ‘Yahweh'. So Eli-
jah's very name was a sermon. 

Whenever Ahab saw Elijah, he trembled. 
Elijah did not have to open his mouth. His 
very name proclaimed: 'Yahweh' (‘I am who 
I am’) is God. If not all capacity for logi-
cal thinking had been lost, this meant that 
the obverse was true: Baal is nothing. Baal 
is answerable to the true God, who is the 
eternal one who has ever existed and ever 
will exist. 

What is Baal but a useless idol? Elijah's name 
was a declaration of the first commandment: 
'You shall have no other gods besides Me.' 
The gods of Hinduism, of the New Age, of 
Freemasonry, of liberal theology are all man-
ufactured. The only true God is the one pro-
claimed and made known in His Word.

THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN

There are those who say that the prophets 
of the Old Testament are hard characters, 
but Elijah did not cause the drought; he 
only prayed for it. Who is the God of na-
ture: Baal or Yahweh? God had warned 
the Israelites back in Moses' day not to be 
deceived by other gods, or there would 

be consequences, notably drought 
(Deut.11:16-17). Elijah prayed on 
that basis. ‘The prayer of a righ-
teous person has great power as it 
is working. Elijah was a man with 
a nature like ours, and he prayed 
fervently that it might not rain, and 
for three years and six months it did 
not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth 
bore its fruit’ (James 5:16a-18). 

If Elijah had simply prayed for rain in days 
of drought, we would feel quite comfortable 
about that, but Elijah prayed for drought. 
He prayed that the land would become dry 
and barren, that the crops would fail, and 
that man and beast would struggle to get 
enough water. Ever prayed for that? I as-
sume not; I haven't.

But God is more interested in our faithful-
ness than our comfort. He does not look 
upon a church and ask first: 'Is it happy?' 
but 'Is it faithful?' No doubt that jolts you as 
much as it does me, but it reflects the mind 
of God. If He needs to pummel us to bring 
us into line, so be it (Heb.12:11). 

GOD BLESSES THE 
OBEDIENCE OF FAITH

Elijah confronted the king, just as John the 
Baptist was later to confront Herod Antipas 
(Mark 6:18). The king must obey the King 
of kings.

The Ten Commandments are not just 
meant for the commoners, but for all. God 
does not hand over one or two of these 
commandments to ‘experts’. The NSW De-
partment of Education now claims exclu-
sive expertise on matters of sex and gender.

Hence ‘The Department indicated that 
covering sex education in SRE is not ap-
propriate and should be taught by profes-
sional educators according to the Personal 
Development, Health and Physical Educa-
tion (PDHPE) curriculum.’ Poor ignorant 
teachers, armed only with the Word of 
God, cannot be trusted. Abraham Kuyper 
used to have a saying: 'Erect before men, 
prostrate before God.' It is faith which takes 
away fear. It is Elijah's faith in the true and 
living God which takes away his fear of this 
apostate king Ahab.

Elijah obeyed: ‘And the word of the Lord 
came to him: “Depart from here and 
turn eastward and hide yourself by 
the brook Cherith, which is east of 
the Jordan. You shall drink from the 
brook, and I have commanded the 

ravens to feed you there.” So he went 
and did according to the word of the 

Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cher-
ith that is east of the Jordan. And the ravens 
brought him bread and meat in the morning, 
and bread and meat in the evening, and he 
drank from the brook’ (17:2-6). 
 
Elijah is not fleeing like Jonah did later, 
but is hiding at God's directive. Ravens are 
birds of prey; they do not usually arrive 
with breakfast and dinner.

You might say: 'Well, ravens have never 
brought me a sausage sandwich.' In the 
early 1980s there was a student named Pe-
terson at the Presbyterian Bible College in 
Vanuatu. While travelling from one island 
to another the engine on his boat failed. He 
and his brother drifted helplessly for days, 
and, despite a search, were not found. 

The search was called off, and Peterson and 
his brother ran out of food, and the situa-
tion became quite desperate. Then a pelican 
landed on the boat, and spat up six flying 
fish. There are more. 

It may be by ravens, by a pelican, or by a 
cheque in the mail but there is a gener-
al principle: God looks after His people 
(Ps.34:10; 37:25; Heb.13:5). Faith is faith in 
God's Word.

James emphasises how Elijah is like us: two 
arms, two legs, one head, one soul. He be-
lieved God when God said that He would 
look after him. 

John Newton wrote a hymn Elijah Fed by 
Ravens, which begins: 

Elijah's example declares, 
Whatever distress may betide, 
The saints may commit all their cares
To Him who will surely provide

As an inspired prophet, Elijah is different 
to us. But as a believer, living in desperate 
times, he is a model for us: in prayer, in 
fearlessness, and in trust in the God who 
would provide for him.

L A S T  W O R D  W I T H  P E T E R  B A R N E S

1 K INGS 17:1-6

MAN of  GOD
E L I J A H : 


