BI-MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN THE STATE OF NEW SOUTH WALES AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

REGIONAL
MINISTRY

Port Macquarie’s Scott Donnellan
on helping country people get to
know God better. 07

Inside:

...........................................................................................................................................
Welcome to 2015: 03
Exciting celebrations and
some big people changes are
afoot at PCNSW this year.

Restructure for M&M: 06
How will Bruce and John’s
new Assembly commitments
affect Ministry and Mission?

Women on the move: 04
Two Godly women are led to
follow new paths this year.

Why I Believe in God: 09
Our popular occasional
column returns with Jason
Forbes at the keyboard

PLUS: Special PY Camp
pictorial; meet PY’s new
interns, Jericho Road, PIM,
Reformers and more

“GLORIFYING AND ENJOYING GOD AS CHRIST-LIKE COMMUNITIES
TRANSFORMING OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS, OUR NATION AND OUR WORLD.”

The Pulse 1
February-march
‘15

Editorial Page
Bi-monthly magazine of The Presbyterian
Church in the State of New South Wales and the
Australian Capital Territory.
CONTRIBUTIONS of stories, ideas and images are
welcome. News briefs and news stories should
be sent direct to the subeditor/journalist. Photographs should be saved in JPEG or TIFF format and must be high resolution (300DPI). For
a copy of the 2014 publication deadlines, please
email kthornton@pcnsw.org.au.
Publisher:

Presbyterian Church
(New South Wales) Property Trust
Editor in chief:

Wayne Richards
wrichards@pcnsw.org.au
Editor/Journalist:

Karen Thornton
0437 591 581
kthornton@pcnsw.org.au
Circulation:

Suzanne Jensen
(02) 9690 9371
sjensen@pcnsw.org.au
Proofreading:

Betty Thompson
Design:

Ben Davis
Printing:

White Horse Digital (Pomun Printing)
Distribution:

Smartmail

Registered by Australia Post
PP2455550/00020
The General Office of The Presbyterian Church in NSW
is located in Sydney’s Surry Hills and is responsible for
supporting approximately 300 congregations in 16
presbyteries and 600 properties. It provides many services including investments, finance, trusts, property,
payroll, insurance, communication and other needs.
The Presbyterian Church of Australia in the State of
New South Wales is constitutionally part of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. It is structured around
elders (presbyters), congregations, presbyteries, the
General Assembly and its committees.

General Manager, PCNSW;
Secretary, Property Trust:

Wayne Richards

Chairman of the Property Trust:

Jeoff Falls

News

From the General Manager

Development, 150th, new faces in 2015

Don’t tell me
how to vote!

Beginning of work on the redevelopment of the former
“Scottish Hospital” at Paddington into a multi- million aged
care facility, celebration of a major anniversary and some
new faces around and about the annual Assembly will be
among the expected highlights of 2015 for the Presbyterian
Church of Australia in NSW.

with Wayne Richards

Here we are at the beginning of a new year and
soon to face a State election. Did Jesus make
comment on the politics
of his day? Our Lord’s
well known reference to
‘render to Caesar the things
that are Caesar's and to God
the things that are God's.” – is the best
known. It is almost a ‘no-comment’. Certainly it suggests that God’s Kingdom is
not to be considered in the same realm
as man’s little Kingdoms.
While a sermon can be crafted from
Jesus’ words about our duty to pay our
taxes, among other things, it is hard to
know whether he made any other ‘political’ comments.
Of course at that time, as at so many other times in history, politics and religion
were intertwined. Through his life and
words Jesus did indeed peacefully challenge the powers of his day whether religious, or Roman. His priority might best
be described as ‘spiritually cosmic in its
reach and purpose’ but that is not to suggest it was not very real. It was imbedded in the essence of realty and how that
effected people’s everyday lives. Whether
poverty, morality or our very meaning
and purpose for existence. How to be
safe with our Creator.
Certainly it is not the role of the Pulse

magazine to be political, or at least recommend a party. Party politics are always a compromise. Nevertheless, is
it wrong for Christians to firmly hold
a view on who not to vote for? Just as
there are some media outlets which hate
everything Christians stand for, there
are also individual politicians who are
against everything we stand for too.
These groups and individuals push euthanasia, abortion, creation subduing
man rather than man subduing creation,
homosexual marriage and other unbiblical agenda’s.
Surely, at these times of expressing an
opinion we should as individual Christians consider rejecting other individuals who want us to vote for them to push
these and other ungodly agendas.
In addition to the threats mentioned
above, in our State Parliament there are
some, whether lower or upper house, who
if they had the power would close down
Scripture Classes in Government Public Schools, remove Chaplains, remove
Opening Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
from Parliament and any other vestige of
God’s authority over earthly rulers and
much more. They can be found in most
parties and so called independents. They
can end up in vital portfolios, shadow
portfolios and with the balance of power
in the upper house.
Let’s make it our business to know not
just ‘what they might do for me’ but what
they might do for Christ and His Kingdom (or not do) when we consider who
to vote for. Who is too dangerous for
your vote?

by Karen Thornton

Perhaps the biggest news apart from the Paddington redevelopment, which was featured in the December Pulse magazine,
is the planned celebration of the 150th time the Presbyterian
Church of NSW has assembled together.
This will happen on Monday June 29 at Scots Church Sydney
starting at 7pm and take the form of a service of worship with
special guests such as the Governor and Premier of NSW with
the Moderator General (David Cook) giving the key note address.

The appointments of Mr Irvin and Mr Meller have meant a reshuffle for M and M.
While both men will retain their roles, Mr Meller says M and M
has made some changes to its structure to accommodate their
extra responsibilities.
“”It also plans to enhance its capacity to provide pastoral support
to ministerial families and devise a mechanism by which home
missionaries might receive ongoing training and development
and newly graduated ministers might receive closer support in
their first two or three years of service,” he said. Read the full
story on page six.
With the NSW Assembly set to meet again in July, current Moderator Mark Powell will hand over the reins to a new Moderator.
The Moderator elect for 2015 is Rev Kevin Murray, who heads up
APWM after a long period in church ministry.

The celebrations are being organised by a special subcommittee
responsible for the task chaired by NSW Moderator Mark Powell, who says he is humbled and excited to be part of it.

The year also will be a busy one for PCNSW committees.

“With this celebration, we hope to show case all the good things
God is doing in and through each one of the committees of the
Church,” he said.

“I’m just back from a two-week mission experience trip with 13
other people from Orange Presbyterian. It was a wonderful time
of meeting many people, providing practical and spiritual encouragement and being encouraged by God’s people in Vanuatu.

“It is a great opportunity to look back in gratitude to the Lord for
the past but also have an inspiring vision for what He would have
us do in the future.
“”Our prayer is that people will come away challenged and encouraged to work together for the Gospel within the Presbyterian Church of NSW.
Speaking of Assemblies, this year PCNSW welcomes a new State
Clerk of Assembly in John Irvin and a new Federal Clerk of Assembly in Bruce Meller. The two men follow in the footsteps of
Rev Dr Paul Logan, who retired from both positions late last year.
Not that Dr Logan will be leaving the Church completely. His
“retirement” with wife Margaret on the Central Coast will include a role of Clerk of the Central Coast Presbytery.
Meanwhile, back in church offices in Surry Hills where Ministry
and Mission is based, Mr Irvin, who is deputy superintendent to
Mr Mellor, will devote 60 per cent of his time to the Ministry
and Mission committee, and 40 per cent to the NSW clerkship
It is the first time in recent times the assembly clerk job has been
divided, with both roles held by Dr Logan for the past 32 years.
Suzanne Jensen continues on as secretary to both Clerks.

APWM NSW’s Robert McKean is looking forward to a busy year.

“We are constantly delighted and encouraged by the way that
God continues to raise up men and women to take the gospel of
Christ into many different regions around the world.
“Several of the people we interviewed in 2014 will be heading off
to their mission field in 2015. One of the challenges we face is
the need to raise awareness and support for missions among our
many congregations. We will be looking at how we can do that
better in 2015.”
Presbyterian Youth General Manager, Murray Norman, is looking forward to seeing the development of SRE in 2015.
“I would like to be praying about the upcoming Department of
Education Review into SRE,” he said.
“”Pray for your SRE teachers and for organisations like PY as we
participate in the Review.
“”Encourage the people in your churches and Christians in your
community to look for every opportunity to support and speak
positively about SRE - as parents, SRE teachers and members of
the community. If you would like to get PY's monthly SRE newsletter with prayer points, sign up at www.pynsw.org.au/sre””

State Moderator:

Mark Powell
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News

News
The more advanced group has concentrated on developing skills in pronunciation, conversation and comprehension,
through reading articles from ESL-designed texts and digests, and writing. All
the while the leaders endeavoured to remind themselves of Judy’s words - “less
of us and more from them” - to keep the
conversational emphasis of the lessons.

Rebekah heads
to Scotland to
research Calvin
by Debbie Tattersall

There are a growing number of women training for and working in ministry
positions in their churches within the
Presbyterian Church of NSW.
These women work under the authority of their Ministers, complimenting and
building on their ministries.
Rebekah Earnshaw has been working
in Women’s and Children’s ministry at
Chatswood Presbyterian Church, being
ordained as a Deaconess in 2012.
Rebekah, where did you grow up and how
did you become a Christian?
I grew up in Western Sydney. I had a background in Sunday School and have fond
memories of my year 6 Scripture teacher
Mr Jacobs. In early high school my Nan
gave me a copy of the New Testament to
read. Never underestimate a grandmother
who prays. Through reading God’s Word
and the witness of friends from the Inter
School Christian Fellowship (ISCF) I realised I had a sin problem and needed Jesus
to rescue me. So I put my trust in Jesus as
my Lord and Saviour.
What led you into ministry work?
University was a critical time for my
faith. While studying Engineering at
UNSW I attended Campus Bible Study,
joined a Bible Study group and gradually
became more involved in ministry on
campus and at the university church.
During this time I realised that Jesus is
Lord and Christ of heaven and earth. I
was convinced that the gospel should be
preached everywhere. And I was happy
for other people to go and do that. However, in my last 18 months on campus,
my Christian leaders challenged me that
full time vocational ministry was something I should consider. I didn’t think so.
I kept making excuses.
But God had other plans. In my final year
of university I was convicted through a
Bible study on Corinthians 5:11-6:2 that
I am compelled by the love of Christ,
controlled and hemmed in so I have no
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choice but to live for the one who died
for me and rose again.
I spent two years working part-time for
UNSW while completing an MTS apprenticeship (like METRO).
I just loved meeting with people, sharing
life, reading the Bible, praying with them
and training them for ministry. So I completed a BD at Moore Theological College
hoping to serve in full-time ministry.
Whilst studying at Moore I worked as a
student minister at Chatswood Presbyterian Church. Jeff and Carmelina Read
mentored and trained me, especially
for children’s ministry. When I finished
my studies God blessed me with the
opportunity to continue full-time at
Chatswood serving women and children.
I subsequently completed my MA (Theology) part-time through Christ College
and was commissioned as a Deaconess of
the Presbyterian Church of Australia in
January 2012.
Can you describe a typical week at
church for you?
Sunday is rapidly filled with children,
leaders, the Word and prayer as Kids
Church runs as part of both our 9am
and 10.40am services. Sunday afternoon
and lunch are often spent in fellowship,
preparations or training people for ministry. I’m a member of the 6.30pm evening congregation.
Monday includes prayer with the ministry team and lesson preparation for the
coming Sunday.
Tuesday holds more lesson preparation and
Scripture classes in local primary schools.
Wednesday begins with another Scripture class and is followed by Ladies Bible Study and lunch with women from
church. Wednesday afternoon I meet
with a young woman who’s completing
Year 13 this year.
Thursday morning another Scripture
class then Ladies Easy English Bible Class
and lunch with women from the group.
Thursday afternoons I meet to read the
Bible and pray with Carmelina. Thursday
evening I host Bible study in my home.

Continued on p.26

No retirement
for Dr Patricia
At a time when the Church is perceived by the world as having nothing
relevant to say about sex, Dr Patricia
Weerakoon finds herself in great demand as a speaker on sex and relationships to both Christian and secular audiences.
Patricia has already enjoyed a successful career as a medical doctor, University
lecturer and sex therapist and educator in
her homeland of Sri Lanka as well as in
America and Australia. She is a well-respected expert in the field, having written
several books on sex education and therapy and developing the graduate sexual
health programme at Sydney University.
Patricia recently retired from this work and
looked forward to slowing down. But God
evidently had other plans. It appears that
all of her previous teaching and research
has prepared her to be the perfect advocate
for sexuality as God intended it to be.
Following the release of her books, “Teen
Sex by the Book” and “The Best Sex for
Life”, Patricia has reinvented herself as an
entertaining and wise speaker at conferences and in churches and high schools.
She seems equally comfortable speaking
to men or women of all ages. She has also
appeared on ABC Religion and Ethics
Programme and Radio 103.2.
Patricia’s message is that ” a Christ-centred,
God-glorifying approach to your personal
sexuality will be good for everyone: for you
as an individual; for you as a married couple; and for your family, church and society
as a whole.” She backs up this message by
“ bringing together sexological research,
sexual biology and the Bible, to show how
sex in marriage bonds a man and a woman
in beautiful ways.”
Patricia recently spoke at a Teaching
Training Women seminar in Sydney on
“Living with Sexual Integrity” where she
taught us that sexual fidelity is a choice,
God’s plan and the very best for each
of us. This is in contrast to the current
world view that repressing sexual desire
is unhealthy and less than human.

Continued on p.26

Students and ESL team members prepare food for the Christmas Party, November 2014.

The Desire of
Our Heart:
ESL ministry
at Woy Woy
Presbyterian
Church
First came the vision. Then came a
request for help. Then came the confirmation. These were the stages in
which Woy Woy Presbyterian Church
received the desire of its heart: the
commencement of an English as a
Second Language ministry.
In 2012 Session Clerk, John Baxter, attended a conference run by Ministry &
Mission’s Cross Cultural Ministry at the
Presbyterian Theological College. An
idea was planted as a result of which he
could see the potential for a new ministry
for a congregation that wanted to connect with the community and to grow.
Yan Luan had emigrated to Australia in
the 1980s. Having become a Christian
in 2004 Yan had been hosting a Chinese
speaking Bible-study group at her home
but wished to further assist her countrypeople new to Australia. A member of
a different church at the time, Yan heard
on the grapevine that Woy Woy Presbyterian might be calling a new minister of
Chinese origin. She contacted the church
and asked if any parishioners would just
talk with Chinese people to help them
practice their English.
Sylvester Siu, a graduating student from
the Presbyterian Theological College of
NSW, with his wife Sylvia, was looking
for a parish. With Sylvester’s Chinese
heritage and Sylvia’s Egyptian ancestry,
in their minds they wanted to be involved in a multicultural ministry. But
Woy Woy, like the Central Coast generally, was predominantly Anglo-Celtic,
surely. Or was it?
God was more than one step ahead.

The change in demographics had only
just begun. Woy Woy - Umina in recent
years has seen an increase in restaurants
of many cuisines and an influx of people from overseas. The dots between the
vision, request for help and interest in
multicultural ministry were joined. The
sovereignty of God was experienced in a
very practical way.
So, in August 2013, after some training
with Aussie ESL’s Judy Rowlands, with
the support of the Session and congregation, Woy Woy Presbyterian began ESL
Conversation Classes on Tuesday mornings within school terms. It has offered
English as a second language through
“Conversation, Culture and Christianity”. Classes at three levels have run
through the entire 15 months with an
average of 6 – 7 students in each group.
Nationalities represented have included
Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese, Greek, Mexican, Indian, Portuguese, Bangladeshi,
Spanish and Polish.
A team of ten have shared the ministry,
enthusiastically co-ordinated by Gordon
Goodman and more recently by David
Green, Yan Luan’s husband. This ministry involves teaching/leading, publicity,
morning teas, enrolment and finance. All
team members look forward to Tuesdays
and enjoy immensely the rapport that
has developed with students.
Learning language through cooking –
recipes, measurements, co-operation
in the kitchen and verbal invitations to
stop for morning tea – was a highlight of
the beginners group in the past year. All
lessons revolved around the communication needs of students and always included laughter and fun. Often a lesson
plan changed as soon as a need was perceived and many lessons included games
and singing. A picture dictionary proved
invaluable. The gratitude shown by the
students has been very humbling.
The language of introductions, apology,
invitation, agreement, disagreement and
description, using a number of tenses,
has been commenced with the middle
group. In the process they have learned
a little Australian culture and history,
about the reasons for our holidays and
celebrations, about places of interest to
visit in the Sydney CBD and the local
area, and practised comprehension and
map reading skills.

A hoped-for, but still unexpected joy, has
been the interest in Christianity shown
by students. A couple have become associated with the church, some have joined
additional Bible discussion groups and
nearly all have been happy to learn about
Christianity in Bible segments of the
weekly classes.
The ESL ministry has breathed new life
into a small, enthusiastic and dedicated
congregation. For further information
about ESL ministry or training opportunities, contact Judy Rowlands at ‘Aussie
ESL’ on 0414310430.
Judith Bartholomeusz for
Woy Woy Presbyterian ESL Team

Stepping Out
in Faith
by Barbara Bullen

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body
more than clothes? Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? Can any one
of you by worrying add a single hour to
your life? “And why do you worry about
clothes? See how the flowers of the field
grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I
tell you that not even Solomon in all his
splendour was dressed like one of these.
If that is how God clothes the grass of the
field, which is here today and tomorrow
is thrown into the fire, will he not much
more clothe you—you of little faith? So
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For the pagans run after all
these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. But seek first
his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own. [Matthew 6:25-34]
The Presbyterian Women’s Association is
in the throes of planning its PWA State
Conference for this year with a theme of
“Stepping Out in Faith.”

Continued on p.26
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M&M

Profile with Karen Thornton

Team restructure
for

M&M

Major changes are taking
place in 2015 within
the Ministry and Mission team.

After a great deal of careful
thought and patient conversation, we can now introduce our
new team members for 2015 onwards.
On January 1 , our Superintendent, Bruce
Meller, also became the honorary Clerk of
the General Assembly of Australia.
On the same day, John Irvin, our Associate
Superintendent, assumed the Clerkship of
the NSW Assembly so that he will devote
60 per cent of his time to the Ministry and
Mission Committee, and 40 per cent to the
NSW clerkship.
In addition to these changes, the Committee was conscious that Bruce will reach retirement age at the end of 2018 (when his
current term expires) and will not consider
being reappointed.
John reaches retirement age a few months
later. These realities portend very significant changes for the Committee in coming
years and the Committee wanted to make
appropriate preparations now.
The Committee also wanted to address
some significant needs that have remained
on its wish-list for a long time. In particular, it wanted to enhance its capacity
to provide pastoral support to ministerial
families and devise a mechanism by which
home missionaries might receive ongoing training and development and newly
graduated ministers might receive closer
support in their first two or three years of
service.
So here’s what’s happened.
Associate Superintendent (Personnel and
Cross Cultural Ministry)
We have not lost sight of Cross-Cultural
Ministry, but have packaged it with personnel support in a new position of Associate Superintendent (Personnel and CrossCultural Ministry).
After advertising state-wide, Rev Maurie
Cropper has been appointed to this position commencing in February.
Maurie had previously resigned his position as minister at Gosford and was looking to God for a new challenge in which he
could be useful for the gospel.
Because Maurie has been a member of the
6 The Pulse

by Bruce Meller

Ministry and Mission Committee for
some time, people might imagine
that he played some part in setting
up this new position.

That was not so. The Committee
has been scrupulous in avoiding
conflicts of interest and gladly reports that Maurie responded to an
opportunity designed by others.
He had no part in creating it. That said,
when the new position was determined,
we were glad that Maurie expressed interest and then applied for the role for which
he is eminently qualified.
Maurie’s early training was in psychology
and counselling prior to his ordination to
the ministry in 1991 as a church-planter at
Pottsville. He later moved to Queensland
to serve as a hospital chaplain while contributing extensively to the revitalisation of
the Mitchelton congregation.
In 2005 he returned to NSW as the minister at Gosford and has seen substantial
growth and strengthening of that congregation over the last ten years – including
the development of the new church facilities there and the establishment of a team
ministry Rev Matt Ham.

• Manage the graduating student process
• Oversee the administration of Terms of Call
• Oversee the administration of long service
leave
• Oversee the administration of car loans
• Design and implement strategies to reach
people of non-English-speaking background (NESB)
• Oversee effective cross-cultural ministry
that, while not neglecting NESB congregations, will engage the attention of Englishspeaking congregations
Associate Superintendent (Training and
Development)
While welcoming Maurie to his new role,
the Committee also welcomes Dr Jon Pratt
to a new position created in partnership
with Christ College.
Jon is no stranger to the College or to the
world of academia. For some time, now, he
has been a lecturer within the MBA program at the UTS.
He has also been undertaking M.Div. studies at the college to equip himself to serve
the Lord Jesus more effectively.

Maurie and Helen had become convinced
that the time was right for him to step back
from pastoral leadership at Gosford, and
the Ministry and Mission Committee is
delighted that God has engineered the circumstances by which Maurie has become
available to serve in this new way.

Two years ago, in consultation with the
Faculty, he was invited to launch a Leadership Development Programme (LDP) at
the college so that students would not only
gain knowledge and skills in relation to
theology and pastoral practice, but would
become able and effective leaders.

Maurie is highly respected across the
church and the Committee is convinced
that ministerial families will find him to
be a highly resourceful go-to person for all
types of personal and personnel questions.

Jon became the course co-ordinator for
Pastoral Leadership and Management and
co-taught that course at B.Th. and M.Div.
level with Bruce Meller.

In addition, Maurie has held a long-term
interest in cross-cultural ministry. He has
acquired international experience overseas, has shown initiative and provided
significant motivation for the development
of cross-cultural ministries at Gosford, and
has been shown keen and active interest in
CCM activities of the Ministry and Mission Committee.
Maurie’s new job description will see him
attending to the following responsibilities:
• In consultation with the Superintendent of
the Ministry and Mission Committee (the
Committee), develop a framework to provide effective pastoral support to ministerial families, especially those in their first
three years of service:

But the LDP is much more than one subject. It’s much more than just a course. It
is a comprehensive process of action and
reflection in the leadership domain that
involves students in setting learning goals,
devising projects to advance those goals,
and then practising leadership in local
churches with performance reviews and
ongoing mentoring.
Eight years ago, the Ministry and Mission
Committee recognised that inadequacies
in leadership were a significant weakness
in the Presbyterian Church and endeavours have been afoot since then, both by
Christ College and the Committee, to address that defect. Our earlier work in this
area was independent of each other, but we
are delighted now to combine forces to see
that the leadership capacity of our ministers is more adequately developed.
The Pulse 7

Why I Believe in God

Moderator’s
Month
The

with Rt Rev Mark Powell

Fight

Keith Green wrote a song quite a few
years ago now called No One Believes in Me Anymore. Rather than
being about atheism as one might
first expect it is surprisingly about
what he perceived to be an increasing unbelief in the Devil!
Like CS Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters it is
written from Satan’s perspective with the
main point being that his job of spiritual
deception has become much easier now
that “no one believes in me anymore.”
The observation is often made that even
as believers we can be tempted to live as
“practical atheists.”
That is, we say that we believe in God but
practically speaking it makes very little difference. In a similar kind of way I wonder
whether we can claim to follow Jesus without having any real practical understanding as to the role or influence of Satan.
It is important to distinguish that we have a
three-fold enemy as Christians; the world,
the flesh and the devil.

PICKING

YOURSELF UP
(EAST TIMOR)

by Robert Benn

I felt terribly sorry for that
family. They had worked
well, and successfully.
Their business was thriving. But their legal friend
had let them down tragically.
The business folded. They went
through the courts. Bankruptcy.
Scratching together what they could, they
clawed their way back to rebuild. They
8 The Pulse

The struggles we face are not just from one
of these areas and sometimes they might
present themselves as a combination.
But it is also crucial to acknowledge that
Satan is a very real and dangerous foe. Indeed, the Scriptures teach us that our enemy
the devil “prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8
So without cowering in fear or seeing a demon under every bush how should we expect to experience the devil’s attacks?
Well significantly in the apostle Paul’s famous passage concerning spiritual warfare
(Ephesians 6:10-20) the verses immediately before that relate to the very ordinary
circumstances of everyday life – things like
marriage, parenting and even work (see
Ephesians 5:22-6:9).
This means that we should expect to fight
against Satan not only when we are sharing
the Gospel with those who don’t believe
but in every area of our lives, not the least
of those being our marriages, our homes
and also our workplaces.
Understanding and acknowledging that this
is the case should bring great encouragement! Sometimes the temptations we face
can seem so strong that we know something
more is behind them then just sin.

did. And then came another major blow!
I grieved again for them. Given time, up
they stood again.
That’s what happened to a nation during
the past decades. Timor Leste.
When I arrived in February 2000 at the
time that our own (presently) Governor General Sir Peter Cosgrove
was in charge of INTERFET
(International Forces for East
Timor), not only Dili was on
fire . . but most of the country.
A radical reaction from the prointegration Militia!
Some one-third of Timor Leste’s
population had either died, been displaced or had become refugees in other
countries, including Australia.
But now, Timor Leste had gained her independence.

There is a spiritual force, a real evil entity
who is trying to destroy or at least inhibit
our witness. This is what Paul means when
he says that our battle is “…not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.” Ephesians 6:12
As Christians we obviously have One who
has defeated the Devil – who has bound
the Strongman and driven out the prince of
this world (Luke 11:21-22 and John 12:31).
This should give us great confidence to take
up the fight and to especially come to the
LORD in prayer.
So whatever problem or issue you are facing at the moment step back and see it
from a bigger perspective.
Our suffering, while under God’s sovereign
control, like Job experienced does have
a satanic component too it (See Job 1-2).
Take your stand then against the Devil and
all his wicked schemes. Be faithful and persevere to the end because in Jesus we have
One who has the power to cast a multitude
of demons into the sea (Mark 5:1-20).

This new nation sure needed to claw her
way back to self-determination, self-preservation and increasing degrees of selfreliance.
Timor Leste, due to the Portuguese legacy
is predominantly Catholic.
But there are protestant churches as well
– mainly of the “Reformed” or Pentecostal kind, but also a growing number of the
more Independent kind.
The Presbyterian Church of Australia has
entered into a formal partnership with the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of East
Timor.
It is this partnership in the gospel that took
our minister in Darwin, Rev Rob Duncanson and me back to Timor Leste a few
weeks ago.

Continued on p.24

Our popular occasional column returns...

by Jason Forbes
IN GOD
WHY I BELIEVE
by Jason Forbes

I must say, the foremost reason for believing in God is
my upbringing. I was raised Catholic, so the existence of God was a given.
When I left Catholicism at aged 18, the existence of
God was never brought into question. Even though I
would come to reject many of the traditions I had been
taught, God’s sovereignty and character remained.
So the questions I was asking concerned how we relate to such a
God? What is the right way to worship him?
In time, I came to see the better question to ask is, how does a
Holy God relate to sinners? The answer to this is God’s grace God’s scandalous grace!
That this God would provide for our every need, and our every
delight, despite the fact we refuse to give him due recognition
for it.
Then, if this was somehow not enough, he
sends his one and only son, born as a man from
a woman into flesh, to make restitution for our
offence against him by not giving him due recognition. That his son was willing to endure
the most humiliating, despicable death that we
may be reconciled to him.
If all that is true, which it is, that the only right
response can only be threefold - belief, obedience, and worship.
Not in the hope of getting something better
out of God. Not with the view to impress God
- that’s works. But out of sheer thankfulness for
what he has given us, and more importantly,
for the loving and gracious God that he is.

One’s suffering can also be the platform on which God displays his works (John 9:3). However, this glorification is
not all one way.
Peter perceived the imminent persecution of Christians to be an extension of Jesus’ sufferings, and reassures believers, “But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be
glad when his glory is revealed.” (1 Peter 4:13).
Earlier, Peter explains, “… though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Though you have not seen him, you love him.
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,” (1 Peter
1:6–8).

I find in the Bible
disability, and
suffering more
generally, is given
meaning and
purpose.

Because God relates to us according to his grace, and nothing
innate in us, then this gives us grounds for thinking differently
about life’s hardships. In particular, disability.
If God purposed his own son’s suffering that through it he is
glorified (John 17:1), then we must consider the possibility that
God has also purposed our hardships to glorify him.
Commenting on a Lazarus’ illness and death, Jesus says, “It is
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” (John 11:4).

Similarly, Paul recognises that suffering
is not in vain stating, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our affliction, so that we
may be able to comfort those who are in any
affliction, with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3–4)

We live in a world that cannot understand
suffering, and increasingly no place for disability. Despite significant changes in the
way disability services are provided, and
equal opportunity is enshrined in law, our
culture still worships the god of ability, and
will sacrifice the unborn considered to be disabled to its supposed honour.
In contrast, I find in the Bible disability, and suffering more generally, is given meaning and purpose. It is telling that at the centre of God’s salvific purposes is the suffering of the eternal son.
I cannot understand disability and the hardships that it entails
any other way, but to acknowledge that in his grace, God has
provided abundantly for me, and that despite my own disability,
my life has meaning and purpose to his glory, in which I will
share. This is why I believe in God.
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During Summer Camp

campers were challenged
to respond to the gospel

Summer Camp
Our biggest yet

PY’s 2014 Summer Camp was the
biggest one ever as 392 people, aged
between zero and 75 from all over
NSW (and one Queenslander), came
together at Stanwell Tops to form one
community.
Steve Taylor challenged both campers and
leaders from the book of Jonah to run with
God wherever we are and whatever we are
doing.
Campers came from the country and the
city, from big youth groups, small youth
groups and no youth groups.
Some have been coming for many years,
some came to their first PY camp, and
some came because a friend from school
invited them to take an opportunity to hear
about Jesus.
Here’s what some of them had to say when
we asked them, “How does camp help you
run with God?”…
Camp has been a great experience and lots
of help to run with God. The talks throughout the camp have been in a fun and simple
English and have explained a lot. The story
of Jonah is one that I have heard many
times before, being one of my Bible heroes,
but after reading this book of the Bible, we
have learnt that Jonah is a very selfish man,
not the one in children stories. This camp
has taught me, even though we are sinful
people, to be more like Jesus, not Jonah and
to take every chance we are given.

Gavin, 15

Camp provides a deeper and more
intensive theological experience than
church. Allowing us to delve deeper into
a specific section of the Bible. The greater
understanding that I gain from this helps
me grasp complicated concepts. Knowing more about our great God strengthens
my relationship with him spurring me on
towards the finish.

Stephen, 18

Camp is an amazing opportunity to spend
a week surrounded and encouraged by
other Christians, which always gives massive strength to my faith. Another thing
that always strengthens my faith is when
10 The Pulse

other Christians share their walks with
Christ and the hardships that are facing
or have faced where God has worked in
their lives and used a difficult situation to
strengthen their faith and even bring someone else to Christ. And that if we ever feel
alone, that Jesus loves us and will always be
there for me.

Naomi, 17

I find it really encouraging to see so many
Christians your age. I find the talks at camp
a lot more understandable than church and
it’s really fun.

Duncan, 13

Camp provides an awesome opportunity
for us to learn loads about God’s amazing
mercy and grace. It is awesome to come
away and spend time with other Christians
being encouraged to be bold for Christ in
our lives.

Amanda, 16

It brings together Christian teens to so can
feel re-energised and more Christ-like.

Fynn, 17

It helps spread the good news of the Lord.
Being surrounded by people and friends
who are actually Christians and don’t just
say they are, helps me be the person I want
to be and do what God wants me to do. I
LOVE the feeling I have when I’m at camp
and it’s surely something I think everyone
should at least do once in their life either as
a camper or leader. It’s a great experience.

Brock, 15

Camp has renewed my life with Christ and
has called me to recommit to him.

Justin, 15

Presbyterian Youth (PY) Summer Camp
has allowed me to develop and strengthen
my relationship with God through talks
that explore the book of Jonah, group
discussions that have helped me to process
and digest the word of God, as well as times
for personal reflection between just God
and myself. Through the talks of Jonah I
have learnt that it contains within it things
that are challenging and relevant for the
21st century Christians such as myself. An
aspect of the book that I found especially
challenging was that God has commanded

all of us to preach his word, and salvation
of others does not come from ourselves but
from the Lord! (Jonah 2:9). ‘Read, Think,
Act’ has also been vital to my relationship
with God and has shown me the importance of prayer and the message of the
Bible.

James, 16

Having an amazing group/community of
like-minded Christian people is what I
most enjoy about PY camps. It is always
great to see old friends and even make new
ones. I always feel encouraged and motivated because of each camp.

Alex, 16

PY Camp is a real encouragement for my
faith with God particularly because I go to
a small church with no one my age, and so
it’s great to be able to meet other Christians
my age to encourage me in my walk with
God.

Anne, 17

Being surrounded with positive Christians
means I can safely discuss issues of my
faith, even personal struggles that I’m not
comfortable discussing with people outside
camp. The speakers encourage me to think
critically about passages in the Bible and
give me tools I can use to read the Bible at

the Church and at home. I feel more and
more accepted every time I come, everyone
is friendly and caring, and makes me think
about my attitude towards other people.

Frederick, 16

Camp has shown me why I should run
with God, and how to run it with the right
tools along the way such as the books from
the bookstall but also from the encouragement and similarities from other people
who shared their story. The love and prayer
gives to other has shown me how to act.
I have learnt how not to be served but to
serve for more than I have been given the
more I need to give.

Hannah, 15

Camp taught me that even when I make
mistakes and run away from God, he will
pursue me and give me a second chance!
How great is our great God, who wants to
have a relationship with me!

Bek & Callum, 16

Because there are so many people around
my age that are Christian it helps to encourage me to continue to follow God and
you also meet new people from places all
around NSW so you make new friends that
otherwise you probably wouldn’t have met.

Emma, 15

Camp helps me run with God by encouraging and challenging me in a fun and inclusive environment. Meeting other Christians
and having their stories of faith helps me to
feel more connected and part of something
greater, spurring me on to pursue Jesus in
my life.

Marcus, 16

It helps me to renew my faith in God and
make more friends with Christians.

Hannah, 16

It reminds me of God’s love and grace, and
that it needs to be shared with everyone.

Anna, 20

It inspires me to see all of us standing up
worshipping God.

Sally, 16

It encourages and motivates me to run with
God and not run away from God.

Jacob, 16

Summer Camp only happens because
heaps of people give up their week to come
and serve in a whole variety of roles: small
groups leaders working with the teens,
camp parents, activities, first aid, music and
tech, people running a crèche and primary
program for the children of leaders, logistics, older Christians coming as mentors for
the leaders…
We asked some of them about how camp
helps them run with God and the great op-

portunity it gives to help young people run
with God…
PY Summer Camp is a great opportunity
to hear excellent Bible talks, to pray, to
praise in song and be encouraged in my
own personal walk with Jesus. But it is also
a time to serve. We serve each other in
the multiple roles available. As a mentor
it is a privilege to see the spiritual growth
in Campers and Leaders from Camps to
Camps. It is also
a wonderful
encouragement
to see the desire
among the campers to learn more
about Jesus and
to explore other
ways to increase
their knowledge
and ministry skills
through avenues
such as METRO
and the Timothy
Partnership. PY
Camps give me
a glimpse of the
future of the Presbyterian Church.

David Bell,
Oncologist

This year has
been an amazing
encouragement
as campers &
leaders who have
been in my group
in previous years
continue coming to camp &
continue running
with God. Seeing
guys who God has
brought to him
(through his grace
using me) has
been great!
It’s been a lot of
fun looking into
Jonah with the
campers digging
into God’s word
& really nutting out what He is saying. It’s a
great privilege to be able to help young people to understand that by the Holy Spirit
they can work out what the Bible says - that
there is Biblical clarity.

Luke Bartholomew,
Disability Support, SRE teaching

Camp helps me to run with God because
I’m encouraged to see how my friends have
grown in their faith over each year and to
share our experiences. I find the ‘Read.
Think. Act.’ times (daily quiet times) helpful, as the distractions of home are removed
and I can reflect on the things we’ve been
looking at.
Camp gives youth from smaller churches

an opportunity to share with others in
similar positions and spur each other on
toward Christ. I’m encouraged to be a part
of this process, as we open God’s word with
them and grow together in Christ.

Josh Newans, Uni student

The opportunity to attend PY Summer
Camp and enjoy Christian fellowship is an
amazing privilege. It is a fantastic reminder
to continue to aim to be more
Christ like in every aspect of
life. We are able to learn from
the talks and converse with
other Christian leaders to assist
our small group members in
developing their knowledge
and understanding of God and
his Word.
Camp allows young people to
meet Christians their own age
and build relationships. They
are able to talk about the hardships they are facing and the
challenges of being a Christian
in the world today. Camp also
allows young people to be
encouraged and challenged
through the morning sessions
and in small groups. This Summer Camp the talks were on
the book of Jonah and focused
on his relationship with God.
The main message presented
to us this week was to run for
God, everyone, everyday, everywhere and to not manipulate
or try to run Him.

Jenny Hayes,
High School Teacher

Being at camp is a privilege
and serving on it is a blessing.
Camps constantly remind me
of how broken we ALL are, and
yet God brings us together, to
encourage, challenge, grow and
support one another through
His word and His Holy Spirit.
Some of the greatest encouragements I have had through
coming to camps is being a part
of such a huge family and doing
life with people at (and outside of) camp.
It is so easy to be a Christian and be on
fire for God when you are at camp but the
challenge comes when you go home, back
to reality, back to where people are not all
having conversations about Gods amazing
grace and singing praises to Him. The fact
that we can use social media and catch up
with people outside of camp at times is also
a huge encouragement. We are not alone,
God has placed us in Christian community so that we can strive to serve and be
more like Jesus TOGETHER and what a
wonderful thing that is. Hebrews 10:24-25

Cat Holland, Army Nursing Officer

During Summer Camp, campers were challenged to respond to the gospel…
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PY Metro

PY SRE

Annette’s

METRO
journey
On the last night of PY Summer Camp, Russell Smidt (METRO Convenor) caught up with Annette Woolley (graduating
METRO Trainee) about her METRO journey. Here’s what she
had to say.

failings as He graciously reveals them. Our hope is not in our own
performance but in the grace of God.

RS: Thanks for sharing, Annette. We trust and pray that God will
continue to strengthen and grow you in your service of Jesus.

Russell Smidt: Here we are at the last night of PY Summer Camp…
and the last day of your METRO traineeship. Annette, why did you
do METRO?
Annette Woolley: Because Jesus died for me and I need to learn
to live for him. And… everyone else needs to know that Jesus
died find life in Him! METRO was also an opportunity for me to
become better equipped in teaching the Bible and understanding it
for myself.

RS: How has METRO shaped your relationship with God?

AW: As with all of life, METRO has provided opportunities to
trust Jesus more - challenges and hard times are times for growth.
In the past 2 years I’ve seen heaps of times God show his power
and greatness to others in ministry and me personally. METRO
has been a natural extension of my Christian life and something I
anticipate will continue even beyond the end of METRO.

RS: What ministries have you gained experience in during METRO?
AW: Yoop (youth group), teaching SRE, evangelistic talks, leading
a Growth Group, 1-2-1 discipleship, leading and organising camps
and children’s ministry.

RS: What are your plans for 2015?

AW: I plan to continue teaching 3 SRE classes, leading Yoop, leading
a Growth Group with my husband, working in disability support…
and Lord-willing, take care of our first baby due in early July.

RS: What lesson have you learned during METRO that you will
never forget?
AW: Each term METRO trainees are required to reflect on our past
term in ministry with our trainers. It can be a hard and fearful
process as the trainer might have to point out our failings and
weaknesses. But I learned that we need not fear. We’re Christians!
We are never good enough - we trust in Jesus. So we can face our
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2014 METRO
graduates
Andrew Adams (Blacktown East) - completing theological study at SMBC

Sarah Hick (Wollondilly) - returning to
work and volunteer ministry
Barnabas Lau (CPC Surry Hills) - fulltime study at SMBC
Joshua Lum Mow (Cornerstone) - parttime ministry at Cornerstone and part-time
study at Christ College

Mark Tirris (Southern Cross) - return to
work and volunteer ministry

Dan Weinke (Albury) - returning to work
and volunteer ministry
Annette Woolley (Albury) - continuing in
volunteer ministry and becoming a mum

The Pulse 13

PY Internship

PY Internship

Young People
W

leading for life

hile Summer Camp is on, at another part of the site
the Internship is running, building the future leaders of the church as they learn to Lead for Life.

Thurston and Mark Adams – material that starts them on the road
towards a Certificate in Theology through the Timothy Partnership.

Young and emerging leaders are taught about the character of a
Christian leader and are provided with a theological foundation
to ensure faithful, truthful and Christ-like gospel proclamation.
This year, there were 29 Interns and 14 experienced Christians
to lead them through the lecture material presented by Dave

Interns will go into their local church to serve throughout 2015,
putting into practice what they have been taught. We look forward
to having these young leaders serving both in their local churches
and on PY camps in years to come.

We asked our interns:
1. What did you learn at the internship?
2. How will it help you serve in your local
church?

Elizabeth Quinn

Town/Suburb:
Campbelltown
1. That I really want to go
to Bible college now!; Communicating and teamwork
2. Having support group to
provide confidence – mentor, small groups
at camp, teachers and instructors.

Katie Chinchen

Town/Suburb: Gosford
1. - who I was as a child
of God, team and small
group exercises evaluated
to me how different personalities work together and my
weaknesses and strengths and how I can
improve my weaknesses and access my
strengths to best serve God. Ultimately, I
learnt a huge amount of who God is and
the gospel.
2. I have so much more knowledge to run a
group. This will help me to run and further
extend my service in the church. Also with
more knowledge I would further my current roles in the church and serve in other
potential ways.

Claudine Charoubim

Town/Suburb: Merrylands
1. The importance of grasping who I am in Christ,
his will for my life and
ministry, as I serve for his
glory and not mine.
2. I pray that I can always have
a Christ centred attitude. As God uses me
back at church. I also pray and hope that
I don’t forget Jesus’ sacrifice for me at the
cross and continue to be humbled in ministry because of his grace.

James Hassan

1. Town/Suburb: Abbotsford/Tamworth
How to become an effective
leader, as I reflect Christ
through my life, to bring others closer to Jesus.

14 The Pulse

2. In the way I present myself and teach
those I am leading.

Tim Mitchell

Town/Suburb: Rose Bay
1. I learnt more about God’s
word and my relationship
with God. I now have a
much greater appreciation
and understanding of the personal and relational nature of God.
2. It has equipped me with skills and knowledge that I can bring back to my church to
serve in areas such as youth ministry.

Sarah-Jane Lowe

Town/Suburb: Beecroft
1. The Christian Belief
lectures reminded me that
we are made in God’s image
and that he has a perfect plan
for us.
2. It has better equipped me to love and
serve others as a reflection of what Christ
has done for us.

Evangeline Hester

Town/Suburb: Abbotsford/
Croydon Park
1. What did you learn at the
internship?
I was instilled with a passion
for learning more about my wonder- ful
God and just how much theology can
impact every area of my life and especially
in caring for others.
2. How will it help you serve in your local
church?
I want to show others how life-changing and
beautiful God’s love is and now I feel more
equipped to be able to share that in the most
truthful and accessible way possible.

Jessie Tadros

Town/Suburb: Merrylands
1. Both practical knowledge
on what it means to be a
leader that is Christ-like
in attitude and intentional in
ministry as well as insights into systematic
theology and Biblical knowledge.
2. In learning more about what it means
to serve humbly and lovingly within the
church has been as enormous blessing made
possible through the Internship.

Keith Fitzpatrick

Town/Suburb: Albury
1. How we should be responding to the trinity and not just
believing it.
2. To form better and more relational friendships because we have a
relational God.

Andrew Lord

Town/Suburb: Wagga Wagga
1. That God being trinity is
fundamental to Christianity for
he is a relational God and a God
of love.
2. Help me put my priorities towards God.

Rebekah Camden

Town/Suburb: Gosford
1. I gained a realisation that the
Trinity means God doesn’t use
things to bring glory to himself
because he is self absorbed but
rather it is because each member of the
trinity is bringing glory to the others.
2. Encouraging me both to be more loving
and more servant hearted in helping out
where I’m needed so I can better bring glory
to God.

Matt Cain

Town/Suburb: Schofields
1. The internship opened my
eyes to the importance of God
as the centre of my life and self
worth.
2. Understanding this gives me the
stability I need to take care of myself and
others.

Daniel Tanious

Town/Suburb: Merrylands
1. I learned to marvel at God,
His love, grace and supremacy
in all things.
2. How will it help you serve in your
local church?
The internship has set me on a trajectory to
become equipped and ready to participate in
ministry effectively to the glory of God.

Amanda Eskander

Town/Suburb: Merrylands
1. I learnt so much about
leadership and God’s
character. It expanded my
knowledge of the Bible and
increased my passion to serve
in ministry.
2. It allowed me to understand and practice
leadership skills which will help me serve
at both the music and youth ministry at my
church.

Ceitlin Campbell

Town/Suburb: Glen Innes
1. I learned lots about the
beginnings of theology and
how to apply it to my life. It
also was really interesting to
learn about predestination and
grace which are quite hard concepts.
2. I will be able to apply grace to others in
my church now that I really understand its
concepts and how to apply it.

Markus Gruening

Town/Suburb: Camden
1. I learnt that leadership
starts with my identity and
my identify starts with God.
Servant leadership is more
than knowing how to lead a
Bible study, its about caring about the people
and loving them like Christ.
2. Focusing more on others and more on
God, and making sure that has a visible
impact on how I live and serve.

Ed Falls

Town/Suburb: Wahroonga
1. Looked at how theology
effects our lives and how
as leaders we can serve and
worship our God.
2. It as given me heaps
of
knowledge about key Christian doctrines
and practical ways to take that back to my
won ministry at church.
X
Town/Suburb: Coffs Harbour
1. After realising the magnitude of how
much there is to know about God, I’ve
realised the importance of an active and cultivated relationship with God, as the more
we know God the more we love him.

Nathanael Patterson

Town/Suburb: Goulburn
1. How to run a small group
for PY camps
2. I can apply this to me
local church for any groups
of young people

Leon Chen

Town/Suburb: Wahroonga
1. I learnt how to lead
through the leadership lectures
as well as running NYE activities.
2. It has given me experience already to
understand the challenges that may be
involved in youth group.

Monica Alfons

Town/Suburb: Merrylands
1. I learned about Christian
theology and leading a small
group.
2. Using what I learnt in leading
an effective small group and applying practically not just about theory; encouraging others not only to learn more about the Bible
but also Christian theology.

Sharon Fulwood

Town/Suburb: Ingleburn
1. A lot about theology especially regarding
difficult questions and topics.
2. I feel more confident in answering tough
questions from the youth group

Bridget Luchetti

Town/Suburb: Coffs Harbour
1. How to manage a study
group
- Developing a knowledge of
who I am in Christ and how that
shapes me as a leader
2. Having the knowledge and skills to be
an effective leader in my local church, to be
able to share my love for Christ with others.

Caitlin Lowe

Town/Suburb: Wahroonga
1. Not only did we learn some
invaluable leadership skills
and were taught theology and
other Biblical content but we were
reminded of how important it is for us to
know who we are in Christ and that should
influence and shape the way we lead.
2. I feel so much more confident and better
equipped to serve at youth group. Having
learned practical skills Biblical knowledge
and more myself as a child of God.

Rob Dandie

Town/Suburb: Wahroonga
1. Church is the body of
Christ, Jesus is the head.
2. Keep in mind that members
of the church/body need each
other as we glorify God.

Katie Lay

Town/Suburb: Riverwood
1. I learnt so much about
how great our God is, and
His grace through Jesus on
the cross. I have a deeper relationship with my heavenly Father!
2. It will give me more knowledge to serve at
youth group and help encourage and build
them up in the love of Christ.

Roxan Mina

Town/Suburb: Merrylands
1. - my role and responsibilities
as a leader
- theology topics such as the
trinity
- leadership skills
2. - help with music as a worship leader
- leading youth group
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Reformers

Missions

First Person

with Kevin Murray

A Living Word

Dennis and Glenys Tranter have served
with Australian Indigenous Ministries and
APWM to reach Australia’s Indigenous
people for many years. They are now involved in helping people better understand
the message of the Bible.

Can you please tell us about your
ministry?
Over the past 15 years we have been working with Australian Indigenous Ministries.
Most of that time was spent in Borroloola
in the Northern Territory working with Indigenous people, in the church and in several different ways in the community. During that time we came to understand that
there is very little Biblical material available for our Indigenous people, especially

Reformers

of the people without compromising
the truth.

You’ve been working on the
SEV. Can you please tell us
about it?
AIM is working on a Simple English Version of the Bible (SEV). This
Bible is written in English, specifically for
Aboriginal people. It uses words, phrases
and a sentence structure that Indigenous
people use. The idea is that when an Indigenous person picks up the SEV, he will
be able to read and understand it without
extra help. This means that words such as
'grace', righteous’ are not included. Our
aim is that any 'unchurched' person can
experience the joy of reading the Bible and
learn about God.
Dave Glasgow, a retired translator, is helping us with the work. After several drafts,
the work is given to Indigenous people for
testing. It is then given to a consultant to
check for accuracy before a final test with
Indigenous people. This can take
several months to complete. It is
then printed by the Bible League of
Australia.

Many of the remote people we worked
with in the NT do not speak English as their first language. It may
be their second or third language.
It is hard for us to understand just
how different the Indigenous culture is to mainstream Australia.
This comes out in the way they
speak, with cultural issues and how
they understand what we are saying.
For example, we read in the Bible that God
blesses us but also that men like Jacob bless
people. In the mind of the Indigenous people, that is hard to understand. How can
a man like Jacob, who is not perfect and
powerful like God, bless someone? The fact
that the same word ‘bless’ has two different
meanings like this causes confusion. We
seek to eliminate those types of problems.
Because there is a limited worldview in the
remote communities, words such as Pharisee, Gentile, covenant, atonement, consecrate and the like, are not understood.
When this happens, people get the idea
that Christianity is too hard, so it is not for

For those interested, you can go to
the Bible League website and download the portions that have already
been translated. https://bl.org.au/
product-category/indigenous-australians/
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those in remote communities with little
education and a very different cultural way
of thinking and learning. We spent a long
time working out how best to teach God's
Word within the cultural understanding

Why is the SEV necessary?

Continued from p.8

til now . . “ (Phil 1:3f)

In the past we (or the growing team of
helpers) had been there for relationship
building, Bible teaching, giving a hand
with rebuilding, visiting the congregations
and other church institutions, etc.

The nation is now in a good position. One
in which there is growth in peace, stability
and economic progress.

But this time . . just to sit and talk. To enquire about the strengths and weaknesses
of our partnership, and ways in which we
would address the weaknesses and make
the strengths stronger.
This was a significant time. For over the
years a bond has been established. A mutual trust. A special relationship. One
that is pictured on the framed Partnership
Agreement, “I thank my God every time I
remember you. In all my prayers for you, I
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day un24 The Pulse

NEW RELEASES

*

Secret Thoughts
of an Unlikely
Convert (Expanded)

$16. 99

(Crown & Covenant)

“I cannot recommend this book
highly enough. I do not agree with
everything she says; but I did
learn from everything she wrote.
It deserves the widest possible
readership.” —Dr Carl Trueman

NEW

1-2-1 Discipleship

Seeing Beauty and
Saying Beautifully
Whether exploring Herbert’s
moving poetry, Whitefield’s
dramatic preaching, or
Lewis’s imaginative writing,
this book highlights the
importance of Christexalting eloquence in our
praise of God and
proclamation of his gospel.

$19. 99

Christine Dillon

It is great to give portions of the SEV to
people and watch their eyes light up when
the understanding comes. This is when the
Word of God becomes a ‘living word’.

big “heart” to continue to build this special
gospel relationship.
Have they picked themselves up again, after such a trying time? Yes, for sure.

The church is always a challenge to us as we
visit, for there we see a special commitment
to evangelism, prayer and faith in an Awesome God . .. partly learned through the
horrific days of the wrecking of their country, displacement of her people, the loss of
goods and in some cases family members.
In other words, they have been through the
“refiner’s fire” and the “manifold trials” of
which the apostle Peter speaks.

As they have done that, they have shown
us, that despite or because of affliction we
can press on with confidence in our Eternal
Sovereign God of all grace.

Do they have issues that need to be addressed, and problems to solve? Of course!
Which church doesn’t? But the openness
and willingness of our dear friends there
to allow us into the ups and down of their
personal and church lives gives us a very

And of course, if you wish to “lengthen the
cords and strengthen the stakes” (Isaiah
54:2), we sure can use your help. Just contact the APWM office: Rev Kevin Murray,
81 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood, NSW 2134.
Ph. 02 8073 7490. national@apwm.org.au

Very soon, the new church in Dili will be
officially opened. The event will be something like the 1934 opening of The Church
of St Andrew in Canberra, our church in
the Nation’s Capital.

Elyse Fitzpatrick (Tyndale House)

A person’s last words before
they die or leave should be
important and Jesus certainly
wasn’t going to waste the
opportunity when his
disciples were listening so
intently... Make disciples.
This book aims to explain
what discipleship is and give
practical guidelines for
discipling others.

them. We need to make the Bible understood, so people can come to know God.

Burning Hearts

NEW

Elyse has seen increasing
evidence of a weariness epidemic
invading our churches and
communities. And she has good
news for women everywhere:
there is hope! God doesn’t judge
us by our to-do lists. Instead, He
calls us to faith. Free yourself
today from the endless stream
of bad advice and discover the
true rest God offers.

$19. 99

$14. 99

When Helping
Hurts

Josh Moody & Robin Weekes

Steve Corbett & Brian
Fikkert (Moody Press)

(Christian Focus)

Previous generations thought a
great deal about the centrality of
the heart in the Christian life
and the need to preach to it.
This book will prove a valuable
resource as we learn about the
place of the affections in our
walk with Christ and in
preaching Him to ourselves
and others.

NEW

Good News
For Weary Women

(Christian Focus)

$11. 99

$21. 99

John Piper (Crossway)

Rosaria Butterfield

Who are you partnering with?
AIM and Bible League are working
together to develop and print the
SEV translations. Several people like
David Glasgow and the consultants,
are from other mission organisations
and give their free time to help with
the task. In our initial stages, the Bible Society was also very helpful. We
are very grateful to all those who have given their time, talent and resources to help
get this very important task off the ground.

140 Albany Road, Stanmore 2048
Phone: 02 9564 3555 • reformers.org.au

NEW

Focusing on both North
American and Majority
World contexts, When
Helping Hurts catalyzes
the idea that sustainable
change for people living
in poverty comes not
from the outside-in, but
from the inside-out.

Price Promise: if you find an item in this brochure cheaper at another Australian retailer,
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Yearbook Changes

Noticeboard
Part-time Chaplain – two positions

Continued from p.5
This is what we should do every day as
Christians as we follow the Lord Jesus
Christ. The Bible Reading I have chosen
is Matthew 6:25-34.
As I travel around the State this is the
theme I will be emphasizing as we in
PWA set an example for the rest of the
church as we commit to move forward
and step out in faith.
We voted at the last PWA State Council
to allocate $30,000 over 3 years towards
a part-time Women’s Ministry Facilitator
for NSW. With this facilitator, we will be
able to work together with the Women’s
Ministry Task Force to encourage women’s ministry within the state.

Continued from p.4

The $30,000 allocation is just the beginning.
For this work to flourish we will need
further financial support from those in
the pew who are committed to women’s
ministry in the Presbyterian Church –
and I know from the many comments,
letters and debates that there are plenty
of people out there who see women’s
ministry as being a vital one.
This will be a way for you to contribute
in a very real way towards this cause that
is close to the hearts of many.
The part-time Co-ordinator will provide
Pastoral support for women employed in
Ministry in PCNSW.
She will also raise the profile of women

What have you found challenging?

Depending on the week I might also be
involved in pastoral visitation or kids
church leader recruitment and training
or Breaking The Silence training and
Working With Children Checks or preparing for the KCC nextgen conference
or church camp or assisting Carmelina
with the Ministry Training for Women
course at Christ College among other
things.

Wrestling with God’s Word week by week
is hard work. By His Spirit He uses it to
change me. Bringing that word to bear on
the lives of children is new and different
every week. Faithfulness, godliness and
perseverance in this work is continually
challenging. Devotion to prayer is vital.

What have you found exciting about
your time at Chatswood?

I hope to complete a PhD on Calvin’s
treatment of providence in his work on
Genesis under the supervision of Professor John Webster at St Andrews University. I pray that this might help me to
continue to grow in my love and knowledge of Jesus. I expect to interact with
people and research from around the
world. I hope to be equipped to serve in
ministries in the sphere of academia or
theological training.

It’s exciting to see children grow in their
love and knowledge of Jesus week by
week. It’s wonderful to see God bring
youth and congregation members to join
the Kids Church leadership team and
then work in the lives of the children
through them.

Continued from p.4
In her second seminar, “Empowering
Eve”, Patricia showed us that our identity
is to be found in our relationship with
Christ and with each other and that our
sexuality is be enjoyed not worshipped.
In feedback women told us that they
loved Patricia’s honesty, challenge and
reassurance, her frankness and openness
and her vast knowledge.
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What are you planning to do in Scotland and why?

in our NSW church through the “world
wide web”; through PWA gatherings;
articles in Pulse; together with visiting
presbyteries and Christ College. She will
also provide education and resources
for Women’s Ministry Teams in local
churches etc.
This is a huge task.
It will enable all the various Women’s
Ministries to work together and to pull
all our resources together.
We are fortunate to have a Dean of Women’s at Christ College in Carmelina Read.
Carmelina provides opportunities for
many women in our church to attend the
“Ministry Training for Women” course,
which is held over 10 Mondays each year.

The reasons for this are the same ones
that make me continue to trust Jesus and
want to serve him in all I do. King Jesus
and his glorious gospel deserve to be
honoured and proclaimed everywhere.
He is creator, redeemer and he will soon
return.
God has given me particular skills and
opportunities in academic pursuits. I
love learning. I love training others for
ministry. After much prayer and seeking
godly counsel I investigated higher study.
God has opened doors and convinced me
by His Spirit that this is the right option
at this point in time.

Jericho Road is part of the Presbyterian
Church in NSW. The mission of Jericho Road is to work with the Presbyterian Church in NSW to demonstrate the
character of God by providing fresh hope
and care for those who are in need, in a
way that seeks justice, shows mercy and
makes Jesus known.
Jericho Road is seeking to appoint two
part -time chaplains:
2 days per week at Royal North Shore
Hospital
3 days per week at St. Vincent’s Public
Hospital
The role of chaplain at these hospitals is
to provide pastoral care to patients, staff
and their families at these hospitals.
The successful applicant for this role will
have:
A degree in theology
Completion or a willingness to complete
training in pastoral care that meets the

requirements set out for the appointment
of a chaplain by the Civil Chaplaincy Advisory Committee
Membership of a Presbyterian Church
Experience and a demonstrated competence in pastoral ministry
A demonstrated ability to work harmoniously as part of a team, which will allow them to work with chaplains of other
denominations and other faiths
A willingness to undertake further training in Pastoral Care

Continued from p.28

If you are interested in applying for one
of these two positions please do so in
writing, including your resume and covering letter to: Rev. Ian Schoonwater,
Senior Chaplain at the address below.

What matters to the athlete is not how
many circuits he has completed but how
many he still has to run.

If you have any questions about these
positions please email ischoonwater@
jerichoroad.org.au.
Applications open 27th January 2015. All
enquiries to be made after that date. The
closing date is 20th February 2015.

2014 NSW GENERAL ASSEMBLY –
LOST PROPERTY
THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT
Fourth Revised Edition
DICTIONARY
(Red covered book, last printed 1998)

Nor did he rest on past successes or live off
his experiences. Because Paul had preached
in Asia (Turkey), he did not sit back and say:
'Somebody else can do Greece.'
Your present usefulness can be greatly hindered if you are constantly reliving the past.
Whatever your failures and whatever your
successes, put them behind you and press
on.

(c) we are to be in earnest. William Hendriksen says that Paul is 'eagerly straining
forward'. Like the athlete, strain for what is
ahead (see Heb.12:1-2).
See what is ahead, and go for it. It is not 'let
go and let God'; it is striving and pressing
ahead. We are not passive but active. We are
to work for the Lord's 'Well done'; we are
to seek after the crown, the robes, and the
fullness of glory. We are to seek even now
to be Christ-like, knowing what Philip Doddridge knew:
’Tis His own hand presents the prize, to
thine aspiring eye –
That prize, with peerless glories
bright, which shall new lustre boast,
When victors’ wreaths and monarchs’ gems shall blend in common dust.

This dictionary was handed in at the
end of the 2014 NSW General Assembly
held at the Presbyterian Ladies College,
Croydon. If this much-loved dictionary
belongs to you, or you know its owner
would you please contact Suzanne Jensen
on (02) 9690 9371.

I leave for Scotland at the start of September, 2014. I hope to return at the end
of 2017. I don’t know the exact shape of
ministry that might lie on the other side
but trust that God will continue to use
me for his glory.

Find more information about Patricia
Weerakoon’s ministry and books on her
website at www.patriciaweerakoon.com
For more information on upcoming
Teaching and Training events go to www.
womenministry.org.au
Please pray for Patricia’s continued good
health, for boldness and wisdom as she
continues this speaking and writing ministry for God’s glory.
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Last Word

Not yet,

but pressing toward

the goal

with Peter Barnes

Not that I have already obtained all this,
or have already arrived at my goal, but I
press on to take hold of that for which
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus`’.-Phil.3:12-14
To make sense of the Bible, we need to distinguish between justification and sanctification. Justification is all of God's free grace,
not our works – our righteousness is found
not in ourselves but in Christ whom we receive by faith in Him (see 3:9).
This is a perfect act; it is either complete or it
is not done at all.
But with sanctification, we grow into
Christ's likeness.
This is an imperfect process in this life. It
is rather like how some cameras work - the
image emerges slowly until the finished
photograph is there. When God justifies us
by His grace, Christ is imprinted on us, and
He is increasingly formed in us.
To be sanctified in this sense is to be growing to be like Christ. The Christian lives in a
certain tension - resting on Christ but striving to be like Him. He seeks to apprehend
what is already his. Paul compares it all to a
Grecian race. JB Lightfoot raises from Virgil the possibility that Paul is referring to a
chariot race, but, as in 1 Corinthians 9:2427, it is more likely to be a running race.

We cannot attain perfection in this life.
To begin with, Paul writes: ‘Not that I have
already obtained this or am already perfect’
(3:12a).
There is no actual word ‘this’ in the Greek,
and such an omission is not unusual in that
language.
Presumably, Paul has in mind the perfection
which will come with the resurrection from
the dead, which he has just mentioned in
the previous verse (3:11).
For now, as for all of us, Paul was ensconced
in this life, and so was not yet perfect when
he wrote the epistle to the Philippians. He
repeats this notion more tenderly in v.13a:
‘Brothers, I do not consider that I have made
it my own.’ Paul was a Christian - apprehended by Christ - but not perfect.
There is no perfection in this life (see
James 3:2).

That seems an obvious thing to say
but at the end of the nineteenth
century there was a remarkably
widespread belief was civilisation was evolving onwards
and upwards. Perfection was
thought to be possible. Some
Christians even taught a doctrine
of perfectionism.
Even John Wesley in the eighteenth century
taught a doctrine of Christian perfection.
He never claimed it for himself but he did
claim that it was possible for Christians
to reach perfection, and considered John
Fletcher to be a candidate. Not Paul. He begins with a heavy dose of Christian realism:
'I am not yet perfected.'
You and I cannot perfectly follow Christ.
Even in spiritual things, we find that our
minds wander or we hurry to finish praying
or reading the Scriptures. Other peoples'
sins annoy us more than our own do.
It is as Richard Baxter said: 'This life was not
intended to be the place of our perfection,
but the preparation for it.'

We can know that Christ has made
us His own.
Paul finishes verse 12 by adding: ‘but I press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me His own.’
On the road to Damascus, Christ claimed
Paul. When we face an impossible task –
say, to wrestle an alligator for a million dollars – that can be too daunting, so we fail to
act. Not so for the Christian Dennis Johnson writes of ‘the restless grace of those who
rest in grace’.
There is a paradox here. Paul has said that
under the law, he was blameless (3:6), yet
under grace, he is imperfect (3:12). The
more we grasp of Christ, we more we know
of our own sin.
Even as Christians, our hope is not so much
located in our grasp of Christ, but His keeping hold of us. Therein is our safety and
comfort.
This was driven home to me in a vivid way
when I conducted the funeral of a keen and
lively Christian woman who had spent her
last years overcome by dementia, to the
point where she recognised no one, and indeed responded to no one.
I could only emphasise that nothing can
separate us from the love of Christ, not
even dementia (Rom.8:35-39). Paul was
not striving for grace, but from grace. The
Christian strives for the prize because, in
Christ, he already has it.

We are to strive earnestly for
perfection.
We are to be realistic, but not
complacent: ‘But one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies
ahead, I press on toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus’ (3:13b-14).
We are not to excuse our imperfection - 'O
well, nobody's perfect'. That is true but it is
not meant to weaken our resolve. Paul's realism does not undermine his idealism.
Twice Paul says: 'I press on' (3:12, 14). In
verse 6 the same word is used to describe
Paul as one who 'persecuted' the church. In
vigorous language, Paul is 'trying to grasp
that purpose for which Christ Jesus grasped
me' (JB Phillips). 'Rabbi' Duncan warned:
'There's nobody perfect: That's the believer's bed of thorns: That's the hypocrite's
couch of ease.'
Three points might be made here:
(a) we are to be single-minded. In verse 13
Paul does not literally say 'One thing I do'
but just 'one thing'. In Athens the Olympic
victor might have received a wreath of leaves
and 500 drachmai. In addition, he could eat
at public expense and be given a front-row
seat at the theatre. Today he would get a bit
more than that - a gold medal, hundreds
of thousands of dollars in contracts plus
his picture on packets of breakfast cereal.
John Chrysostom portrays what Paul had in
mind: ‘The kingdom of heaven, everlasting
rest, glory together with Christ, the inheritance, brotherhood, then thousand good
things, which it is impossible to name.’
(b) we are to put the past behind us. In a
running race, I never had to look back to see
the other runners, but a more athletic runner never, ever looks back because he would
lose momentum. Paul is not saying that his
past is obliterated.
That is impossible, and Paul never argued
that way. He never forgot where he had
come from (see 1 Cor.15:9; Gal.1:12-16; 1
Tim.1:12-14).
What Paul means in Philippians 3 is that his
past never governed him. Some people look
over their past, and see great failures, perhaps terrible sin, and this paralyses them.
They dwell on it, stew over it, and act as if
their failures are greater than God's grace.
That is not Paul's method - he put his past
behind him. He had blasphemed Christ, he
had persecuted the church, but all that was
behind him.

Continued on p.27

