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News

From the General Manager

Marriage licences may be set down

Don’t believe
the numbers
you hear

From celebrating 150 years to same-sex
marriage response to participation in the
church life survey, the PCNSW’s 2015
General Assembly considered a vast
range of issues.

with Wayne Richards

If anything it is middle class, elite social indulgence.

The General Assembly recently debated a possible direction
should same-sex marriage become
law. Details of that can be found elsewhere in this edition. It was not debating
the rights or wrongs – that has already
been decided. Same-sex marriage is
wrong and our Church is officially opposed to redefining marriage. However,
the idea of same-sex-marriage is more
divisive than ever.
It would seem one thing is certain about
the same-sex marriage debate. It is no
longer being debated. People are just being intimidated to get on-board – which
makes it more divisive than ever.
The best example of the inane nature of this
non-debate is the slogan ‘Love Wins’. If this
is about love – then marry your sister or
brother! The pro-same-sex marriage lobby
know they cannot win the argument intellectually. Their hope is to win emotionally.
From the TV news bulletin to the local rag
there is no longer any ‘balanced’ reporting.
There is just the latest PR stunt or press release by activists being reproduced faithfully
by the media. The alternate view is no longer
being sought. It is reminiscent of the ‘Republic debate’ – the what? You may rightly ask.
How sad that in their desire to be seen as
non-discriminating in their employment
practices, corporations and sporting organisations feel the need to become public advocates of the personal aspirations of
perhaps 2% of their members. Will they
also promote the personal (non-employment) aspirations of their other minority
groups who strongly believe in multiple
partners or other variations of marriage?
Will they vigorously protect their far larger
minority of members whose view does not
align with their new corporate public social advocacy?
There is no parallel with race, slavery or equal
rights. There is no suffering underclass here.

Pro-Gay-Marriage advocates
spruke their own Crosby-Textor poll but do not want this
issue to go to the people. The
poll organised by homosexuals claims 72% of all people want
same-sex-marriage, so why are they
so afraid to go to the people for a democratic decision? A calmer look at the Irish
result or recent Newspoll figures reveal it
is much closer than the activists or their
media friends are comfortable with. It is
very divisive.
Australia does not want or need a nondemocratic ‘solution’ to this issue. Judicial
or political legislating denies the people
their democratic rights. Australia ought not
to ape other countries. Australians have always been fiercely independent. No matter
how you cut it the current so called majority
of support for same-sex marriage is much
thinner than the advocates would like.
If politicians ignore the ‘minority’ who do
not want marriage to be redefined then
this very large minority crowd will not forgive them.
It will be a brave politician who decides to
ignore from between 21% (Crosby-Textor)
or 48% (Newspoll) voters – take your pick.
Imagine what it might really be in a referendum when the voter who is no longer
intimidated into silence, and is finally allowed to speak.
Conservative politicians need to face the
reality that on any measure, clearly half of
the people who vote for them are indeed
opposed to redefining marriage. Even 25%
of Labor voters are opposed. You would
never know this from the media gush. The
activists are relying upon their ‘campaign’ to
shift voters’ and politicians’ views. But the
campaign is no longer debating the matter
it is marketing it – and the people can tell.
If the State chooses to corrupt something
which has been pure and good for society
and instead legislates something in its place
that promotes denying children both father
and mother, then millions of voters will be
outraged. Marriage is not just sexual friendship. This push does not deserve the priority
or the consideration it is receiving.

Eliza Ferrie Public Lecture

Dr Scott Rae: Christian Ethics & IVF
Wednesday 12 August 7:30pm

Bioethics & Contemporary Culture
Dr Scott Rae: Intensive
Monday-Friday 10-14 August

By Karen Forman

A vitally important issue was that of what the
church should do if marriage was redefined
in Australia. The Assembly decided in the
event of Same Sex Marriage becoming law,
it would ask the General Assembly of Australia to withdraw the whole church from the
Marriage Act, so that its ministers could no
longer solemnise marriages under the Act.
The report which recommended this decision argued that if the Federal Government was to redefine marriage to include
same-sex marriage then it would corrupt
a good gift of God into a wrong.
That would mean that ministers would
then be acting for the government in a
system which did not reflect the biblical
view of marriage. In this case the positive
reason for the Assembly’s cooperation
with the Marriage Act would have been
removed, and it was considered it would
be better to avoid association with evil by
no longer acting as celebrants.

The proposal generated a healthy debate
within the Assembly. There were searching questions and serious discussion and
the proposal was approved by a vote of
140 to 62 - 70 per cent were in favour of
the motion.
The discussion could take place at the next
regular meeting of the General Assembly
of Australia in September next year, or an
emergency meeting may be called. Some of
the other State Assemblies are having similar discussions and may also ask the General Assembly of Australia to act.
It is possible that the Church may introduce a form of ‘church marriage’ which
is not recognised by the Marriage Act, so
Presbyterian churches would still be able
to be involved in celebrating marriages but
these would be ‘religious marriages’ recognized by God but not by the Government.
Couples could participate in that religious service and may also choose to
have a civil marriage.
The decision was reported widely in the
electronic and print media in the days
following the Assembly and our columnist, Rev Dr Peter Barnes, has written a
commentary for the Pulse on page seven
of this edition.

150 years celebration opens Assembly 15

T h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r ch

( N e w S o u th W a l e s )
P roperty T rust
GENERAL MANAGER
Due to the retirement of the incumbent the Presbyterian Church in
NSW is now seeking a self-driven
and accomplished senior executive to
lead the General Office in assuming
responsibilities connected with the
Property Trust and the Denomination as a whole.
The General Manager will have a
proven operational track record in
business at corporate divisional, CFO
or CEO level and will most likely have
an MBA or similar qualification.
The successful candidate will be a
committed Christian of reformed
protestant persuasion and be able to
demonstrate servant hearted leadership and professional acumen at a
senior business level while applying
a ministry approach to relationships
and commercial dealings.
A significant six figure salary package
will apply commensurate with the
senior responsibility and challenges
of the role.
To express interest, in strict confidence, please contact the Convener
of the Trustees Governance Committee, Bruce Meller, on 0418 650 618 or
bmeller@pcnsw.org.au. Applications
must be received before COB on
4 September, 2015.

By Karen Forman

It began with the essentially Scottish
sound of the bagpipes played by students from none other than one of the
church’s own schools, Scots School
Bathurst.

nor General of NSW, David Hurley, who
was ill and could not attend.
In word, song and video, the night rejoiced in the fact that God had continued
to be gracious over the years, and thankful for the growth and development of the
Church since 1977.

With the atmosphere set, the Monday
night of 2015 Assembly week then proceeded not as the traditional opening
night of the Assembly, but as a glorious
celebration of 150 years of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia in NSW.

Mr Powell said the organising committee
had decided to focus on theological education over the history of the Church, for the
night. It does give us a unique insight into
the church we are today.

As the dulcet tones of the pipes drew to a
close, outgoing Moderator, Mark Powell,
welcomed the crowd of around 200 people.

“In the 1800’s local students were taught
by ministers in their own homes. In 1894
there was formal teaching inside St Andrews College, in 1915 other denominations were welcomed. In 1987 formal
education was moved to Ashfield under
Dr John Davis and then to PTC Burwood.

The gathering was addressed by the Moderator General, Rt Rev David Cook and a
message was read from the absent Gover-

Now we have a new college and 200 plus
students, with 30 candidates for the ministry at Christ College on the Burwood site.”
Dean of Women Carmelina Read gave her
testimony and outlined the challenges for
women studying theology. Student Mr
Michael Bedros spoke of growing up in
Egypt as a Christian then deciding to study
so he could walk beside people to help
them live for Christ.
Mr Cook spoke from Romans 1:1-17.
“Rome needs Romans. Sydney, Tamworth,
Dubbo, Wagga need Romans,” he said.
“Romans is all about the authentic Gospel.
It brings us to authentic life and brings us
to authentication of Jesus Christ.”
For the full transcript of Mr Cook’s talk,
visit www.pcnsw.org.au
Assembly highlights page 6
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New for old: at last, Pitt Wood Village open
The doors have opened at the completely renovated, heritage-listed Pitt Wood
House; a centre for Presbyterian Aged
Care’s (PAC) Inner West Community
Care Services.

lifestyle for people over 55 years of age.
“We do have a number of places still available at our pre-opening prices, but the rapid
increases to house values in the Inner West
means we will be adjusting those amounts
before Christmas, Mr Sadler said.

past seventy years, and look forward to doing so for at least another seventy years.”
To enquire about the remaining vacant
units or to be added to the waiting list for
Pitt Wood Village contact Vicki Bruzzese,
Village Manager on (02) 9192 2012.

Located at 23 Charlotte St, Ashfield, Pitt
Wood House offers a secure area to provide
a new dementia day care service for ageing
clients as well as space for PAC’s day therapy
and respite programs.

“PAC is delighted to be able to open these 25
units and villas, purpose-designed for older
people. They are proving very popular as
they are located so close to Ashfield town
centre and station, as well as our residential
aged care service.”

A ministry of the Presbyterian Church, PAC
exists to provide care and accommodation
for older people, with a commitment to excellence inspired by the life and teachings
of Jesus. It operates 10 aged care homes, 10
community care services and 13 retirement
villages in NSW and the ACT, providing care
and accommodation to over 1,700 people.

This includes a safe outdoor garden area accessible to people with dementia, made possible in part by the generous donation of the
Presbyterian Women’s Association.
PAC CEO Paul Sadler said he was also
pleased to introduce Pitt Wood Village - a
new retirement village - on the same site.

Pitt Wood House holds a special place in
the history of PAC as it was from here the
Presbyterian Church began providing aged
care accommodation in 1942. With all the
mod cons and adaptations to the site, PAC
is confident the development will give a new
lease of life to this historic site.

With 23 one to three-bedroom independent
living units for seniors in a four-story building
and two separate ground floor three-bedroom
villas, Pitt Wood Village offers a contemporary

Mr Sadler said PAC was committed to providing high quality accommodation and
care for older people right across Sydney’s
Inner West. “We’ve been doing that for the

Anyone interested in participating in these
community services is encouraged to contact myagedcare.gov.au or 1800 200 422
for an assessment. Be sure to mention your
preference for PAC so your referral comes
directly to us.
Mr Sadler anticipates a lot of interest in
these services, and encourges people to follow up the opportunity quickly.

Mittagong to mark 130 years in November

Celebrate the past – excited about the
future is the theme for the 130th anniversary celebration at Mittagong Presbyterian Community Church (MPCC) to be
celebrated on November 7-9 this year.
The past generations of church members
have given the church a legacy to build on,
for the future ministry, to Mittagong and
its suburbs.
A number of activities will take place
on Saturday November 7 from 10am to
2-30pm with special guests including
Southern Cross Christian School principal, Andrew Middleton, the Member for
Wollondilly Hon Jai Rae and the Mayor of
Wingecarribee.

as well as exciting, with the congregation
working with a consultancy team and Jericho Road.

“Recently we launched our new web site
with the aim to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ to all nations https://mittagongchurches.org.au/),” he said.
Meanwhile, web developer Jordan Gillman
of Jordesign http://www.jordesign.com/)
was pleased with the process in developing
the web site.
“One of the great things about this project
was the fact that MPCC viewed the website
as a tool to be invested in, he said.

Then, the next day, a thanksgiving service
will be held at 10am and the State Moderator Right Rev Kevin Murray and CEO of
Jericho Road Elizabeth McClean will attend. All past members associated with the
church, have been invited to join in for the
celebrations and the thanksgiving service.

“An important aim of the design was for it to
reflect the character of MPCC as a church.
This is something that I personally see as
vitally important for churches - which the
experience of browsing the website is in
some ways a reflection of what you would
find if you were to walk through the doors
on a Sunday morning. Overall, the result is
a site I am happy with. I think it is a great
reflection of the character and the personality of members of MPCC - and sets them up
with functionality to minister to both their
existing members, and potential visitors in
their community.”

Spokesman Jeffrey Slatter said the past
12 months had been busy for the church,

Mittagong Presbyterian Community
Church’s history goes back to 1868, when

An anniversary cake will be cut and the Ferguson Library will mount a static display, a
puppet show and jumping castle. A barbecue lunch will be served.
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Rev CJ Mood held the first service in a hall
or room … and did this until 1885. A site
was purchased in 1884 for 60 pounds and
then a committee formed to raise money.
In August 1885, a stone church was
opened and in 1886, Rev J MacIntyre became the first minister. In the grounds of
St Paul’s Church, a new Sunday school
hall opened in 1958.
At MPCC, past believers are honoured by
continuing to reach out, to the community
with the Gospel, as it re-births the church to
meet today’s and future challenges.
The marginalised and disabled, plus their
families and carers, are our focus and energy, from the Holy Spirit, drives it forward.
“We are praying to the Lord of the harvest
to send us more workers, to extend His
kingdom in the Southern Highlands, Mr
Slatter said.
“Our Heritage listed buildings are well
maintained and are surrounded by residential homes. This strengthens the family atmosphere of the Church activities.”
For further information about the Mittagong
Presbyterian Community Church and our
130th Anniversary program of activities, visit
https://mittagongchurches.org.au/

The ‘bottomless cup’’
that is the PWA
By Barbara Clark,
PWA State President

“Give, and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For with
the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you.” Luke 6:38
Jesus was with a crowd of His disciples and a
great multitude of people from all over Judea
and Jerusalem, and from Tyre and Sidon.
They came to hear Jesus and be healed of their
diseases. Jesus healed their infirmities, and
then He lifted His eyes towards His disciples,
and blessed the poor, the sad, the hated, the
excluded – those encouraging words of The
Beatitudes, followed by the specific instructions for how we should relate to one another.
In Luke 6:38, Jesus reveals the ‘bottomless
cup’ of the energy source of our Christian
responses to one another.
The essence of this verse has been captured
in the hymn:
“Give of your best to the Master: Give
Him first place in your heart:
Give Him first place in your service,
consecrate every part.
Give, and to you shall be given: God
His beloved Son gave:
Gratefully seeking to serve Him, Give
Him the best that you have.”
This Pulse edition features events of the
150th year celebrations of the commencement of Presbyterian worship in Australia.
It has been a great time of reflection for
what has been achieved, and one of encouragement, as the Church steps forward in
faith, to continue its Ministry in Australia,
dependant on God for guidance at all times.

represented Council as needed. This has
been essential preparation for her role as
President.
Mrs Clark has been member of Liverpool PWA for more than 30 years, and
her roles have included Secretary, Treasurer, President and Presbytery Group
Representative. Mrs Jackie Reiner, of the
Tahmoor/Wollondilly PWA is the Illawarra Presbytery Group Representative and
PWA City Vice President.
PWA asks for your prayers and encouragement as it continues its vital role in
women’s ministry, the local Church, State
Council, and the standing and special
committees which support the church Assembly committees.

College provides
youth work opps

The Scots College (Sydney) provides opportunities for people to be employed one
or two days a week as youth workers.
There are currently four youth workers engaged in programs at either the Preparatory
School or Senior School Campus.
Working alongside members of the Chaplaincy team and Christian Studies Department, they are able to gain a ‘taste’ of ministry in a school context, be mentored in
the development of skills in teaching the
Bible and assist with the running of Christian programs.
The Youth workers combine experience and
training at Scots with tertiary study or ministry elsewhere.

Jonathan Graham is in his second year as a
member of the team of Youth Workers.

The PWA is most grateful for the spiritual
guidance and leadership of Mrs Barbara
Bullen who has completed three very busy
years as State President.

As well as undertaking theological studies and being engaged in ministry within
Drummoyne Presbyterian Church, Jonathan spends two days each week at the Senior School campus.

Mrs Barbara Clark has been serving as City
Vice President for the same three years.
She has been greatly encouraged by the
PWA Council Members and PWA Members state wide. Barbara has stepped in
when Barbara Bullen was absent, and has

“This year I have led ‘Friday Night Live’
which is a youth group style ministry for
boarders. Activities range from playing
games on the basketball courts to visiting
a local Presbyterian Church Youth Group
or playing laser tag. These activities are attended with much vigor and the boys always
listen carefully during the Bible talk.
“A real highlight has been investing in the
lives of the young Christian men. Once
per term, I run a leadership training seminar on Friday afternoons with 15 of the
key leaders from the College’s Christian
Union. Hearing the insights these young
men have, and their desire to grow in
godliness and invest in the lives of those
around them is a real joy. I have also had
the opportunity to mentor boys; working
through a Bible talk they are giving, or
just catching up to pray with them.
“My time as a Youth Worker has been of
great benefit to me. Not only has it challenged and stretched my thinking on the
nature of apologetics, the relevance of the
gospel and the impact of culture, it has also
inspired me to enter into full time schools
ministry. As such I have completed a Graduate Diploma in Education and accepted
a full time Chaplaincy position to commence in Term 3.
“I am extremely grateful to God for my role
at The Scots College and pray that I would
be wise during my time here and continue
to “make the most of every opportunity” He
gives me. (Colossians 4:5)’’
Anyone interested in learning more about
this program should contact Mr Nixon.

Spokesman, senior chaplain Rev Conrad Nixon, says it is an exciting venture for the College
and for those involved in the program.

The Annual Conference of the Presbyterian
Women’s Association in New South Wales
was held at PLC Croydon in June and July.

Barbara has enjoyed this most important
role, as she has travelled state-wide, speaking with PWA ladies and church people,
taking in-depth interest in their achievements, challenges and goals, and their concerns and offering advice, support and encouragement.

lunchtime Cru group and receive great encouragement watching young men explain
the gospel to their peers and wrestle with
what it means to live out their faith every day.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed all the opportunities God has provided for me in my role
as a Youth Worker in this unique ministry
setting, he says.
“The Scots College provides many opportunities for clear gospel proclamation as well
as discipleship. I have had the opportunity
to explain the gospel to over 1000 students
in school assembly, 300 students in House
Chapel and 100 students at Glengarry. Each
week I have the privilege of teaching Christian Studies classes, which often results in
amazing insights into the Bible and lots of
questions. On Thursdays I help out with the
The Pulse 5
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NSW General Assembly

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE,
T H E P C NSW , AN D MARRIAGE l i c e n c e s
by Peter Barnes

HIGHLIGHTS
OF GA 2015

The 2015 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of NSW was held in
June-July in Sydney, with around 300
ministers and Elders attending, representing churches in NSW and the ACT.
Some of the highlights of the week were:
• Elected The Rev Kevin D Murray, National Director Australian Presbyterian
World Mission, as Moderator of the
General Assembly. The Moderator was
appointed to officially visit during his
term of office the presbyteries of Central
West and Sydney North.
• Gave thanks for the life of the following former members – Rev P Davidson,
Minister Emeritus, Rev E Drury, Minister
Emeritus, Rev B Lim, Minister Emeritus,
Mr D Mackie, Elder at Middle Clarence,
Rev Dr C.J Paton, Minister Emeritus, Dr D
Pilgrim, Elder at Hurstville, Mrs S. Rumbel, Elder at Liverpool.
• Celebrated the 60th anniversary of the Rev
J.F. Boyall’s ordination to the ministry and
celebrated the 50th anniversary of Mr. K.
Butler’s and Mr. R. Thorpe’s, (Elders at Epping) ordination to the eldership.
• Rejoiced in recognising the following
new ministers to the NSW Assembly:
Rev. D. Au (Assistant to the Minister at
Kirkplace), Rev. C. Grande (Woodford),
Rev. M. Lai (Assistant to the Minister at
Gracepoint), Rev JBS Ling, (Missionary
APWM/CMS), Rev T. Merkel (Colleague,
Bathurst), Rev S.K. Moore (Cowra), Rev.
J. Park (Bonnyrigg), Rev. Dr M. Purnell
(Wagga Wagga), Rev P Richards (Lower
Clarence), Rev. V Smith (Gulgong),
Rev. PJ Thompson (Southern Cross).
• Re-appointed Rev Dr Ian Smith as Principal of Christ College, for a term of six years.
• Celebrated the 150th anniversary of the
Presbyterian Church in NSW.
• Due to declining numbers, withdrew the
Constitution of the Men’s League after
more than 100 years of service and ministry to the Church.
• Adopted a statement on “Domestic and
Family Violence” and approved the inclusion of a new section on ‘Domestic & Fam6 The Pulse

ily Violence’ in Breaking the Silence.
• Commissioned the Social Services Committee to prepare a report on the ministry
of chaplaincy in its many expressions.
• Gave interim authority to a proposed rule
change such that persons authorised by
the Church to solemnise marriages may
only do so between a man and a woman
• Gave thanks for those who have completed significant period of service: Mr Colin
J Llewellyn (26 years with Presbyterian
Social Services); the Rev. Morris Key (25
years as a Chaplain with Presbyterian Social Services); Miss Patricia Watts (10 years
service as a Trustee); Mr Ian Wallace (5
years service as a Trustee).
• Upon receiving the announcement of
his retirement as General Manager, commended Mr Wayne Richards in his leadership of many operational changes in the
church which have included, among other
things, significant improvements in the
systems and processes of the General Office; major improvements of Church’s risk
exposure and insurance coverage; active
engagement with congregations, committees, Boards and Councils of the Church
in improving their management practices,
governance and reporting; and humble,
sensitive dealing with a number of deeply
hurt individuals and their families who
were impacted severely by molestation in
some of our schools in the past.
• Further reduced from January 1, 2016 the
MDP assessment to a flat fee of $240 for
the first $50,000 of income plus 4.7 per
cent of the balance of ordinary income.
• Invited the Moderator General’s Church
Planting Taskforce of the GAA, by February 28, 2016 to make submission for
funding from the Ministry Development
Program to assist the growth of the Presbyterian Church of Australia outside of New
South Wales, Queensland and Victoria.
• Appointed a committee to explore the current nature of the Presbyterian Church’s involvement in educational activities in NSW
• Approved a proposed new constitution for
the Council of Churches in NSW

• Asked the GAA Church and Nation
Committee to take the necessary steps to
have the General Assembly of Australia
determine that the Presbyterian Church
of Australia withdraw as a registered denomination under the Marriage Act if it is
amended to include same-sex couples.
• Approved and agreed to publish a report
on creation care, encouraging ministers
and elders to study the Biblical basis for
creation care.
• Encouraged congregations, through their
Committees of Management, to review the
environmental impact and energy use of
church buildings and consider how these
may be reduced.
• Requested the Gospel, Society & Culture
Committee to prepare a discussion paper
on climate change, and on a biblical understanding of human gender and its implications for Christian ethics.
• Declared unacceptable the situation where
presbyteries allow pastoral charges within
their bounds to decline year after year
in vitality, often seen as a failure to grow
without good reasons being known to
presbytery, and require presbyteries and
pastoral charges so identified to pray that
God might reveal, expose and correct
those things hindering growth, and seek
assistance to identify and correct reasons
for the lack of vitality and growth.
• Expressed its deep appreciation to the Rt
Rev. David Cook for his clear and compelling expositions on the book of Romans
during the Assembly and the 150th Anniversary celebration
• Encouraged ministers and sessions to
regularly include in corporate prayer the
ministry of Presbyterian congregations in
Western Australia, South Australia, and
the Northern Territory
• Established a committee to review the
roles assigned to elders and deacons in
the light of the Scriptures.
• Congratulated the Rev J Wilson of Victoria on being Moderator-General Elect of
the 2016 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

Church Assemblies can be
mixed events. Boredom and
folly can be as prevalent as
encouragement and wisdom. Back in the fourth
century Gregory of Nazianzus famously lamented:
For my part, if I am to write the truth,
my inclination is to avoid all assemblies
of bishops, because I have never seen any
Council come to a good end, nor turn out to
be a solution of evils. On the contrary, it usually increases them.
Such sentiments are not unknown in
councils ancient and modern.
The recent NSW Assembly, however,
seems to have been in a different category,
at least for the most part. It has been well
reported that it moved to ask the Federal
Assembly to withdraw from the Marriage
Act should same-sex marriage be legalised.
After a well-considered debate and by a
vote of 146 to 62 - i.e. a majority of over
70% - NSW Presbyterian ministers and elders declared that the legalisation of samesex marriage would mean the cessation
of all legal marriages performed according
to the rites of the Presbyterian Church.
Church marriages would become like baptisms - matters over which the state would
take no interest as such. No doubt there
will be many attempts to portray this as
the ecclesiastical equivalent of Nick Kyrgios’ antics at Wimbledon - a dummy spit
which earns a code violation.
It is true that a whole new culture will
have to be created if we are forced to take
this step. Probably there would be very
few outside the church who would want
a church wedding that was not recognised
by the state. Presbyterian couples would
have to be married in a civil ceremony
first, if they wished, and then come to
the church for the Christian celebration.
This is by no means without precedent. In
most European countries weddings consist
of a compulsory civil ceremony and an
optional religious one.
Yet why take such a drastic step? Don’t
we have to be in it to win it? There
are a number of considerations. God has
spoken clearly on this issue. In the beginning God created man - as male and
female - in His own image (Gen.1:27).

His perfect plan is seen in the
command which followed: ‘Be
fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it’ (Gen.1:28;
9:1,7). As God looked out on
His newly-created world, He
saw that it was very good
(Gen.1:31), but He also noted
that man was alone (Gen.2:18).
Adam required a helper comparable
to him, and so God created Eve, bone
of his bones and flesh of his flesh. Man
and wife are to be companions to one
another in a way that is different to all
other friendships and relationships.
In marriage, a man leaves the household
of his father and mother to be joined
to his wife - a union which is expressed
in becoming one flesh (Gen.2:24). Such
an understanding of marriage receives
its New Testament endorsement in citations from the Genesis text by the apostle Paul (1 Cor.6:16; Eph.5:31) and our
Lord Himself (Matt.19:5). This means
that, while in certain circumstances the
single state is commended for the sake
of the kingdom of God (e.g. Jer.16:1-4;
Matt.19:10-12; 1 Cor.7:7-9), it is taken
as given that most people will marry.
Hence the family is the basic unit of
human society - to undermine the family is to undermine all society.
Sex, then, is viewed within marriage as
having two functions. First, it is procreative, the means by which children are
brought into the world. God’s plan is that
children will be born into a family consisting of one man and one woman who have
covenanted to live together in the lifelong
union known as marriage. Reproduction
is good, both before the Fall (Gen.1:27)
and after (Ps.127:3; 128:3). When Rebekah
was sent on her way to marry Isaac, she
was sent with the blessing: ‘Our sister,
may you become the mother of thousands
of ten thousands’ (Gen.24:60; see also 1
Sam.1; Ps.113:9; 1 Tim. 2:15).
Secondly, sex is unitive; it is something
that unites man and wife, not only physically but at every level. Adam and Eve
were both naked before the Fall, and were
not ashamed (Gen.2:25; see 26:8). Under
the imagery of drinking water from one’s
own well, the married man is told to rejoice in the sexuality of his wife without
any notions of prudery (Prov.5:15-19). The
Song of Songs has the same message. Sex

is intended to be the exclusive and Godgiven way for married couples to express
their love for each other.
In all this, male and female are obviously necessary counterparts (Gen.1:27-28).
Men and women are different not just
in what they bring to the marriage bed,
but in what they bring to the marriage
table. They are different not just in their
physical make-up, but physiologically and
psychologically. In a good marriage, their
differences contribute to the well-being of
the household, especially the children. Homosexuality, however, aims at duplicating
the self instead of complementing it. Two
men or two women cannot legitimately
fulfil the God-given functions which are
inherent in the marriage relationship. Men
and women are not independent of one
another (1 Cor.11:11; Gal.3:28) nor are
the sexes blurred into one unisex (e.g.
Deut.22:5). Men and women have different, but complementary, roles. Alfred Kinsey is hopelessly astray in saying that ‘sex
is a normal biological function, acceptable
in whatever form it is manifested’. God
places His stamp of approval only on monogamous heterosexual marriages.
The homosexual lobby has been diabolically clever in manoeuvring the debate
so that homosexuality becomes a matter
of identity, not behaviour. It is like being
African or left-handed, not like being an
adulterer or a thief. Both Testaments make
it clear that it is homosexual sex which
is wrong (Lev.18:22; 20:13; Rom.1:26-27; 1
Cor.6:9-10; 1 Tim.1:10; Jude 7). It is not
treated as an issue on the margins, but
one which violates the distinction between
creator and the creation. Furthermore,
marriage between a man and a woman
reflects the relationship between Christ
and the Church (Eph.5:25-27) - something
which two men or two women cannot do.
Are we homophobic? The word ‘phobia’ refers to ‘fear’, not ‘hate’. When John
Chrysostom was threatened by the empress - which led to his exile in 403 - he
responded: ‘Tell her that I fear nothing
except sin.’ Yes, we are homophobic, but,
no, we do not hate. With the deepest
regret, and with a sense of real foreboding, the NSW Assembly in 2015 faced the
reality of God’s demands and the world’s
rebellion, and acted.
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How did we get to now?
T h e a dd r e s s t o th e G e n e r a l A s s e m b ly b y th e n e w M o d e r a t o r , Rt R e v K e v i n M u r r a y

22 June 1977 is a date that some
here know very well. Others
weren’t even alive at the time
and so it’s just a date from history. It’s the day on which the
Uniting Church was formally
constituted.
I recently asked one minister who was
serving at the time “What is something that
stands out for you from those days?” His
simple reply was “That we are still in existence.” For him it was a marvel that God
should have taken a small and sometimes
divided group and allowed it to survive.
There were probably times when we came
perilously close to folding.
This week we have many here who could
tell you the story of how the PCNSW got to
where we are today - Paul Beringer, Bruce
Christian, Bruce Meller, Joy Bartholomew,
John Davies, Paul Logan etc. Why not ask
them to tell you a story in one of the breaks
about how the PCNSW came to be where
it is today? But don't simply ask them to
tell you the story of who did what or who
moved which motion in a meeting or how
a congregation changed. Please ask them to
tell you the story of God's grace through the
lives of individuals and congregations. As we
remember the birthday of the PCNSW let's
rejoice in the mercy which God has extended
to us as a denomination and as individuals.
Think for a moment about the organisations within the PCNSW. Compared with
where we were in 1977 we have come so
far. Last night we saw one of them — our
Theological College. Some of us studied
upstairs in the Goodlet Hall at the Ashfield
Presbyterian Church . The Library was like
a broom closet compared to today’s library.
The APWM National Office is now located
in the Christ College building and probably
once a week I’ll take one of our visitors to
the rich resource that is our new library. Almost without fail my mind goes back to that
tiny library at Ashfield and I am reminded
of God’s kindness to us.
God has been so good to us. Some of our
Assembly Committees and their ministries
have been strengthened, others have been
refreshed such as the Gospel, Society and
Culture Committee and others have been
brought into existence such as the METRO
Committee. Then there are groups like PY
that are doing good, faithful and creative
work among our young people.
How did this come about? How did we get
to here? Like the Apostle Paul we must say
“by the grace of God I am what I am, and
his grace to me was not without effect.” We
are only here because of God’s grace at work
in us. He is the one who ought to receive the
glory. The existence of the PCNSW is not
down to us but God.
In Matthew 16:18 the Lord Jesus Christ says
8 The Pulse

“I will build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not overcome it.” Now
occasionally we’re tempted to think
that somehow we are building
the church. But the reality is that
we’re not doing that. The Lord
Jesus is the one who is building
his church. Michael Horton puts
it this way in his book “Ordinary”
when he says “Ministers are not kings
but servants. They die or move on, and they
are replaced by someone else to carry on the
baton. It’s about the ministry not the minister.… The minister comes and goes, but the
ministry endures — determined by the authority of Scripture rather than by the effectiveness or ingenuity of those who bear the
office.” [pp113-114] And in many respects
the same can be said for elders.
Why has the church survived for 2,000
years? It’s because the risen Lord Jesus is
building his church. It’s not us, it’s Jesus
who is doing it. Now that’s a startling way
to think about the growth of the church.
We are so often tempted to think that the
church depends on us - it doesn’t. Now that
doesn’t mean that we can sit back and do
nothing. We are responsible for what we do.
We are to take the gospel to the ends of the
earth and that includes NSW.
Friends, it’s important that we grasp all of
this. The church belongs to Jesus Christ. It
doesn’t belong to a denomination or even to
us. This isn’t my church - it’s the church of
Jesus Christ. That means that we look to Jesus to grow his church. It’s his responsibility.
So let me ask you “Do you expect Jesus to
build his church? Do you ask him to build
it and make it flourish to the honour of his
name?”. The church belongs to Jesus. It is
precious to him, it’s his bride. It’s the one
thing that he promised to build.

Where Are We Now?

We need to remember who we are — the
people of God. Do you get that? Out of all
the peoples of the earth, God has set aside
a people for himself — and he has included
us in that. We don’t deserve it and yet he
has made us to be his people. That is an extraordinary privilege and yet I think that we
sometimes either forget it or we take it for
granted. It ought to excite us!
About 10 years ago the story of the first
moon landing was re-told through the eyes
of the staff at the Parkes Radio Telescope in
the Australian movie ‘The Dish’. In one key
scene the Director of the Radio Telescope
turns to one of his staff and says “This is science's chance to be daring.”
I was in year 6 at Primary School on that
day. It was a daring day. It was a great day.
Human beings were on the moon! But
friends compared to what we are doing, that
fades into insignificance. We share in the
greatest task ever given to human beings —
to declare to the watching world that Jesus

Christ is Lord and to call upon men, women
and children everywhere to turn to Christ
in repentance and faith. That’s one of the
tasks that has been given to us as the people
of God. And yet it’s very easy to forget that.
It’s very easy to lose our focus. We need to
declare the Kingship of the Lord Jesus to the
watching world.
But these are tough days. A few months
ago Julie and I, together with Ian and Jenni Smith, were visiting the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India
during Graduation Week. Ian delivered
the graduation address and I delivered the
seminary’s annual mission lecture. I chose
the topic “Missions, Suffering and the Sovereignty of God.” At one point I departed
from my notes and said something like this
“You might wonder what you have to offer
the Western Church. Your example to us
is very powerful. In the face of persecution
and difficult days you have been faithful and
have continued to witness to the Lord Jesus
Christ. You have shown us what it means
to follow Jesus in a hostile environment.” I
then went on to talk about the possibility of
persecution one day coming to Australia.
A few days later we saw the shadow of such
persecution pass over NSW with the announcement by the NSW Department of
Education and Community that three books
had been banned from use in Secondary
School Scripture. Part of the motivation for
this was the fact that some of these books
taught that people should not have sex prior
to marriage and that homosexual practice
is wrong. John McClean, convener of our
Gospel, Society and Culture Committee,
commented “…it is another example of how
Christianity is now under moral suspicion,
rather than being the moral guide. …We
have to get used to hearing that Christianity
is morally dangerous and develop responses
to these accusations.” Praise God that this decision has been reversed. However it is likely
that it will happen again as the forces who are
opposed to the Lordship of Christ seek to do
all that they can to oppose his rule.
Then there is the looming spectre of samesex marriage. Praise God that this has not
been yet adopted in Australia. However
the forces that want same-sex marriage
introduced will not be silent and they will
become increasingly insistent as they deliver their simplistic message that love is all
you need to legitimise relationships. There
seems to be a darkness creeping over the
Western world as more and more governments legislate for same-sex marriage.
Al Mohler, the President of Southern Seminary in the USA, recently made the following observation “The Church is by Biblical definition the great counter-culture. It
should always be the great counter-culture.
One of the things we’re now looking back at
is the fact that we were living in an artificial age, an age of nominal Christianity, an
age when the culture at least thought that it
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agreed with us and needed us and wanted
us and validated us — and we got pretty accustomed to that. The Christian church as
depicted in the New Testament … is not
found where it is in cultural comfort but in
cultural discomfort.” We have a mission and
we can’t afford to forget it.
Nathan Campbell from Southbank Presbyterian Church in Queensland says a similar
thing, “I think we’re meant to be countercultural. I think nominalism is bad, and
we’re not seeing a decline in Christianity in
the Western world but a reduction of those
who identified as Christians because the
church operated at the centre of the corridors of power rather than in these margins.”
We have probably expected far too much
from our non-Christian culture and that
has led to us being disappointed. The world
will alway oppose the truth. The world will
always let us down. Where did we ever get
the idea that the world would embrace the
gospel apart from the work of God’s Spirit?

Where are we going?

How can we respond to the rapid changes
that are confronting us? How do we remain
faithful in our generation and in the generations to come? There are three things we
must do, three non-negotiables:

1) We Must Shine

In Philippians 2:14-16 Paul writes “Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so
that you may become blameless and pure,
children of God without fault in a warped
and crooked generation. Then you will shine
among them like stars in the sky as you hold
firmly to the word of life.” Sometimes from
a human perspective, we are the reason why
people don’t turn to Christ. Paul says “If you
don’t argue or grumble then you will shine
among the unbelievers…” As John Piper
says, we are living in wartime conditions.
We must put aside ego, we must put aside
petty squabbles and live for Christ and the
honouring of his name.
We could have some difficult days ahead.
But these will provide opportunities for the
gospel as we hold out the hope of the gospel
in a world that seems to be quickly running
out of hope on so many fronts. We must
shine with the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ. Jesus gives us no other option. We
must be salt and light in the face of a world
that is perishing without Christ.

2) We Must Remember the Past

Before 1977 we were a denomination in se-

rious trouble. In his most recent column,
our Moderator General, David Cook, wrote
“There are now fewer in our denomination
who remember the way the church was pre1977. I began to teach Sunday School at Waverley Presbyterian in 1968. The curriculum
consisted of situational ethics. There was no
gospel being taught, indeed, in the wider
church, those who refused to use the imposed Sunday School material were hounded
out of the church. Liberalism in the majority is always thoroughly intolerant! These
were the days when our training institutions
imposed a deadening liberalism by training
clergy with no gospel to preach, no propitiatory sacrifice, no substitutionary atonement,
no bodily resurrection, and no new life. I am
thankful that there were some notable exceptions, but they were in the minority.”
Before I belonged to the Presbyterian
Church I was a member of another Australian denomination that has now completely
lost its way theologically. I used to attend the
Katoomba Convention and the CMS Summer School for my annual Bible teaching.
I know what it’s like to go to church week
after week and hear minister after minister
have nothing to say from the Bible. Some of
you can’t imagine a situation like that. Some
of you have lived through it. We can’t afford
to forget those days. We must make sure
that we don’t become complacent. That’s
one reason why we need to play our part
in meetings like Assembly and Presbytery.
Where does theological liberalism begin to
take its hold? It’s often in the decisions of
Assemblies and Presbyteries. Carl Truman
says that liberalism enters a church when
evangelicals don’t bother turning up to the
decision making meetings while the moderates and liberals slowly change the theological temperature. We must each play our part
in making sure that we are a denomination
that sticks to the Bible.

3) We must remember that despite
what we see and experience, God
still rules.

Think of the opening words of Psalm 2
“Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?” or to put it another way
“Why are the nations so angry? Why do
they waste their time with futile plans?” The
tone here is “Why do it? Why oppose God?
It’s an utter waste of time.” The Bible’s story
from beginning to end is that as history unfolds only one Kingdom will succeed — the
Kingdom of God. We’re being told here to
wake up to THE great reality — that God is
God and it’s a waste of time to oppose him.
That is the framework in which we MUST
operate. Despite what we see, despite the

newspaper headlines, Christ is still King!
How does God view the attempts that humans make to oppose him? He laughs.
Verse 4 says “The One enthroned in heaven
laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.” It might
look like someone gets away with opposing God but don’t be fooled. When God
calls the full-time whistle on this world,
those people who seemed to get away with
opposing Him will find out that they took
life’s biggest gamble — and lost. Rebellion
against God CANNOT succeed.
All of God’s plans for this world will come
to pass. We see that in verse 8 where we read
about the Lord Jesus, God’s appointed King
in this world “Ask of me, and I will make the
nations your inheritance, the ends of the
earth your possession.”
One of the organisations in the Presbyterian
Church in Victoria recently submitted its
constitution to the Federal Government’s
Australian Charities Commission. The organisation received a response from the
Charities Commission pointing out that the
Constitution had no ‘wind up clause’ in the
event that the organisation ceased to exist.
That got me thinking. What if the Charities Commission wrote to the PCNSW and
asked us for a wind-up clause. What would
we write? Perhaps the best answer would be
something like “Our provision for a windup is outlined in Revelation 22 where King
Jesus draws this present age to an end and
visibly demonstrates that he has been ruling all along.” The Church cannot be wound
up. There might be attempts to get rid of it
but you cannot snuff it out. It’s impossible
to do so. Remember the words of Jesus “I
will build my Church and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it.” Stalin tried. Mao
Zedong tried. Dawkins is trying. But guess
what? They all end up failing. Their history
ends up repeating itself.
There is no uncertainty about what God is
doing in the church. As far as God is concerned the church is so permanent that as
the book of Revelation closes who do we
see being presented to Christ? The Church.
See what all this means? The church and its
mission cannot fail. It will not be destroyed
because it belongs to Jesus.
It’s my prayer that this week you will go
away from Assembly encouraged. That you
will go away with a renewed sense of vigour for the task to which the Lord Jesus has
called us, to witness to Him.
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Profile by Karen Forman

God gives Nicola a tree change

Social
issues:

( and P L C A rmidale its own principal )

It seems only yesterday since the
Pulse interviewed Nicola Taylor about
Christian schools when she was head
of Sutherland Shire Christian School.
Fast forward to 2015 and Karen Forman has been chatting to her about
her “tree change” from Sydney to Armidale where she has taken on the
new role of principal of PLC.

How does a Christian respond?

How does a Christian respond to a
growing list of social issues that are
confronting and challenging?
Issues like Science versus Religion, an omnipresent social media and a new religious
pluralism in Australia are just a start.
In recent times, Christians have also had to
consider positions on redefining marriage,
environmental responsibility, domestic violence and the banning of Christian books
from scripture classes.

about how we respond to this diversity. And
try to respond in a way that’s driven, not by
fear and self protection, but by love – love for
God and a desire for his honour, and because
of that, a love for people who believe these
false religions.”
Weerakoon goes on to say that in the past, it
was often assumed that a decent, morally upright person in Australia was a Christian – or
at least lived by Christian values.
“Now, no one assumes that all ‘good’ people
are Christians,” Weerakoon says.

The NSW church’s Gospel, Society and Culture has attempted to address these issues and
more in a series of timely resource papers to
help Christians navigate a Biblical position.

“In fact, Christianity has gone from apparently being the dominant world religion, to
being the one religion which no one, anywhere in the world, takes seriously.”

Appropriately, the committee’s latest resource
paper on living in a multifaith Australia, also
addresses the reasons why Christian values
are being challenged on so many fronts.

There are three resource papers in total in
Weerakoon’s series.

Written by Kamal Weerakoon, the paper
argues that “Christianity seems now to be
actively socially marginalised in order to
‘make room’ for ... new religions”. Weerakoon is working on a PhD which examines
how immigrant communities respond to
and spread the gospel. He is also doing
some teaching at Christ College and with
Timothy Partnership.
He says Christianity is no longer the socially
privileged religion in Australia and steps
through how we have arrived at this point.
“Today, Australia is visibly a religiously plural
society. Christianity is no longer the ‘normal’
religion,” Weerakoon explains.
“Religious diversity is the new normal. And
we experience that diversity daily. There are
enough Muslim women wearing their head
coverings in public to cause a social issue.
“The media has focused a lot on Islam, but
Islam is not the only religion that’s increasing
in Australia. Hindu and Buddhist temples
are being built in various parts of our cities.
Some people from India walk around with a
very prominent red dot on their forehead ...
“Religious diversity is now a social fact.
We can’t reverse it. These people are Australian citizens ...
“What we can do (as Christians) is think
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Two other Committee members have completed papers on Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Atheism, Science and Christianity.
The latter, prepared by Lewis Jones, examines
the Christian attitude toward science and the
biblical view of creation and the success of
Science.
Nalini Pather has prepared the ICT paper, in
which she argues that: “If, as Christians, we
are to influence society and culture for the
gospel we must understand and use the technology and tools of the times effectively."
Committee convener Dr John McClean, who
is also Vice Principal of Christ College, describes the papers as “invaluable tools to help
Christians understand and to better respond
to their world”.
“We are aiming to produce timely articles
that are also accessible for everyone in the
church,” he says.
“We’ll continue to add to these on our website in coming months, and we hope people
from churches will use them widely.”
John McClean has produced a response
to the banning of three Christian books
from being used in scripture classes in
NSW schools.
The ban was soon retracted but in his article McClean warns that although this

episode is over ... “I suspect that the heat
will continue to be turned up on SRE. We
should be ready for that and think carefully
about how we will respond.”
Mr McClean’s article is also on the GS&C
website.
Responses for Assembly have also been
prepared on Creation Care, Domestic Violence and the Marriage Act. The Pulse will
publish a more detailed report on these in
coming issues.
The resource papers can be found on
http://www.gsandc.org.au/
Helping Christians to better understand and
to respond to core social issues is also addressed in the GS&C’s Everyday Christianity
workshops and seminars.
Christianity Everyday is a training package
that equips people for thinking in a Christian
way about issues of public interest. The core
material of Christianity Everyday is an introduction to apologetics, with an overview of
different worldviews.
It can be combined with one or more topical
sessions over a weekend or several evenings
or afternoons. The workshops are flexible
and can be tailored to suit the needs of your
congregation or Presbytery.
At present we can speak about Information
Technology; the Sexualisation of Culture;
End of life and Beginning of life issues; Asylum Seekers and Refugees; Science & Christianity; and Engaging the Media.
Send us an email to get more information
or to book a training event for your church:
contact@gsandc.org.au
GS&C Committee members have presented
Christianity Everyday at Epping Presbyterian, Wahroonga Presbyterian, Inner West
Sydney (held at Christ College), the Terrigal
Presbyterian Family Conference and also at
PY camp.
Committee members have also spoken at
Presbytery meetings to outline the aims and
activities of the Committee. At the time of
going to press, presentations have been made
to Sydney, South Sydney, Sydney North,
Central Coast and Hawkesbury presbyteries.

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the
LORD,
whose confidence is in him.
They will be like a tree planted by the water
that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;
its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit.”
Jeremiah 17:7-8

had a very long term connection with the
school for up to 30 years.
So why leave?
She says it was a range of factors which led
her to decide to head north.
“The opportunity of being a Presbyterian and
attending a Presbyterian church in Sydney
and leading a school carrying out some of the
missional intent of the Presbyterian Church
was very attractive, she says.
“Professionally, to have experience in leading
a school in a different context, gender specific,
with a boarding facility, the role would also
add another dimension to my experience.
“For my family, it would give us the opportunity to live regionally. I still have four school

Nicola Taylor loves the
words from the book of
Jeremiah, chapter 17,
which talks about how
healthy is a tree planted near water, always
green and bearing fruit.
In fact, she reckons
verses seven and eight
perfectly sum up Presbyterian Ladies College
in Armidale, where she
this year has taken on
the role of principal.
“PLC is a school of trees,
in beautiful grounds,” she
says down the line from
Armidale. The verse really heightens those whose
trust is in the Lord, by
the strength of living water are resilient, so when
challenging times exist,
they remain fruitful.

“After our marriage we worshipped at
Cronulla Presbyterian then Engadine Congregational church before returning to
Cronulla Presbyterian.”
As for her decision to become an educator,
Nicola’s Mum was a government school principal herself, so she attended the local school
and remembers as a child, not yet at school,
being asked what she wanted to do – and replying, “a teacher”. It was pretty much a commitment from then on.
Finishing school, she went into teaching,
studying at the University of NSW’s southern
Sydney campus at St George.
“I chose to do non government schooling as
my major focus. I didn’t train for specific age
group teaching. In my final year research project I was looking at what was then a growing Christian school
movement in Australia...
comparing the Christian
parent control movement and Christian
community schools in a
case study looking at St
George Christian School
and Sutherland Shire
Christian school...
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“I have used that with staff. I have a number
of parents who experienced their land in grip
of a drought. It is a wonderful verse.”

aged children so living in a regional community was very appealing after being in the city.”
Not that the country is a great shock to Nicola.

Nicola started her new job in mid January,
slipping seemingly seamlessly into the newly
created role of principal.

Born in the Riverina in Wagga, she has extended family in the Hunter valley, so is no
stranger to a regional environment.

Until then, Paul Burgis was executive principal of both Armidale and PLC Sydney, but
the school council decided to appoint a principal in Armidale, which Nicola sees as an
indication of support to Armidale.

“When I was four years old we moved to
Sydney and I have lived in Sydney ever
since,” she says. “I was born into a family
with a Christian mother and was baptized
at Caringbah Presbyterian Church. I later
moved to Hurstville church with my mum
and sister which had a profound influence
on our family.

Previously the Head of School Josephine
Matheson 2014 and Debra Kelleher from
2006 reported to Paul and Paul reported to
the PLC Council. Now, Nicola’s new role reports directly to the council.
Formerly entrenched happily at Sutherland Shire Christian School, where she was
principal from 2010, Nicola had actually

“Then I went on and
did post grad studies
in gifted and talented
education and masters
of education through
Sydney University. I was
appointed to Sutherland
Shire Christian School
as a beginning teacher…
became head of junior
school…then following
the raising of my family
returned as a member of
the senior executive.”

When you look at her early career, it is obvious God had His hand on Nicola.
“It has been a profession I have delighted in
and felt privileged with the opportunities I
have been provided with,” she says.
“The first year was challenging...I had a very
large class and many students with high support needs, the school being low fee paying,
did not have an abundance of resources, so
that first year really sparked my interest in the
further studies I did in how students learn
and effective teaching.

“It was the testimony of faithful Christians
embracing our family which was significant to
us. People like Chris and Leah Balzer, Bruce
and Pat Christian, Bill and Margaret Day.

“Up to 2005 in the junior school we could
have a school based curriculum based on the
Biblical world view…a lot of my professional
interest was in how we use those formative
years of education pre kinder to year six to
shape and influence a child’s world view.

“It was there I met my husband, whose family
was also a long term member of the church.

CONTINUED on p.27
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Heath Lambert (Zondervan)

Wesley Hill writes for gay Christians
and those who love them. Partmemoir, part theological reflection,
Hill shares the struggles that gay
Christians face as they seek to live
faithful to God’s “no” to
homosexuality.
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Piper’s claim is that God does not just rule
the wind; he rules wickedness, your sin,
and the sin of those who have hurt you.
How can this be good news—for you and
for the world?

$6.99

$4.99

It’s now 12 years since I left the workforce to be involved in ministry training
and fulltime gospel work. Recently, I’ve
spent some time reflecting on why I invest time, effort and energy into training others for ministry. I think quite a
lot about ministry training. I get to be
part of the METRO Team overseeing
and mobilising formal ministry training.
I get to be involved in hands-on training
of others in my congregation: preaching, service leading, small group leading, youth ministry, school ministry.
And I benefit from being trained and
mentored by others in ministry.
Above all else, my personal ministry philosophy and commitment to ministry training
is shaped by Ephesians 4:11-13 (NIV):

A big part of a pastor’s ‘job’ is to train and
equip others for ministry. This is how
Christ works in and through his church to
grow us in unity and to maturity. I’m committed to this.

NEW

$15.99 Ref

to
ormer
s

RCIT Ethics and
Moral Reasoning

How Should Men
Lead Their Families

Challenging the relativism so
rampant in our society today, C.
Ben Mitchell helps us thoughtfully
engage our morally confused world
in this introduction to ethics from
a distinctly Christian perspective.

A helpful guide for men who desire to
bear the image of the Father of glory
and of the heavenly Husband as they
lead, teach, love, evangelize, protect,
and rule over their wives and children.

Vaughan Roberts
(Authentic Media)
The Bible is clear that the Christian life involves suffering and
temptation. So how do we find strength to handle these realities?
Bestselling author Vaughan Roberts urges Christians to be realistic
about the fallen world we live in, and also offers positive ways to
face daily struggles with confidence.
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1. A ministry training philosophy (Ephesians 4) reminds me that my church is
really Jesus’ church. It grows and matures because of him. So, as I invest in
others to serve in Jesus’ church I’m reminded that I’m replaceable.
2. A commitment to ministry training
keeps me looking for the next generation
of gospel workers God is raising up to
serve in his church enabling growth.
3. Being a ministry trainer exposes me
to working in a ministry team. And
it takes away some of the loneliness of
gospel ministry.
4. Ministry trainees keep me purposefully thinking about why I do what I
do in ministry.
5. Trying to be intentional about ministry
training means I have to plan ahead to
create opportunities for others to serve.
6. The more I’m intentional about ministry
training the more opportunities I start to
see for others to serve in ministry.
7. Inviting someone else to walk alongside
and learn from me exposes my life to
them. That vulnerable sharing of my life
is good for my godliness.

8. Seeing someone else have a go and grow
in ministry spurs me on to keep serving
Jesus and his people.
There’s not an opportunity for me to invest
in formal ministry training every day and
every year. Sometimes suitable people are
not available or willing to be trained. Sometimes I’m pulled in other directions. But I
am convinced that while I’m prayerfully
thinking about ministry training, looking
for ministry training opportunities and engaged in ministry training (long-term or
short-term, formal or informal) I’m a better
pastor than I would otherwise be.
Books to help us do ministry training:
The Trellis And The Vine by Tony Payne and
Colin Marshall
Mission Minded by Peter Bolt
1-2-1 Discipleship by Christine Dillon
Passing The Baton by Colin Marshall
All For The Kingdom by Ben Pfahlert and
Katie Omrod

29 February - 2 March 2016

S ta n w e l l T o p s

A new conference for those considering
full-time gospel ministry
by Russell Smidt

Battles Christians Face

At the same time, I’m glad ministry training
is a big part of my life because I’m convinced
it helps me be a better pastor than I would
otherwise be. How? These are a handful of
ways in which being a ministry trainer has
impacted me:

2 0 1 6 M E T R O C o n f ere n ce

C Ben Mitchell (Crossway)

Joel Beeke
(Reformation Heritage)

TIN G MIN I
UI

by Russell Smidt

Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up
until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

John Piper (Crossway)

J.C Ryle
(Granted Ministries)

NEW

$17.99

Spectacular Sins

Thoughts for
Young Men
Young men, these words are true.
Suffer the word of exhortation.
Be persuaded. Take up the cross.
Follow Christ. Yield yourselves
unto God!

Heath Lambert identifies eight clear
strategies, each based on the work of
Christ, that will help those caught in
the trap of pornography turn from
their sin to trust in the sufficiency
of Jesus Christ.

A N D RE C R

Finally Free

Wesley Hill (Zondervan)

h e l p s m e b e a b e tt e r p a s t o r

G

Washed and Waiting

Being a ministry trainer

Q
RY E U IPP
ST

TRA IN IN

02 9564 3555
reformers.org.au

140 Albany Road, Stanmore NSW 2048

PY Metro

G
IN

Reformers
Reformers

Figuring out how best you can serve Jesus
with your whole life deserves intentional
thought. MTS Mission Minded exists to
help like-minded disciples of Jesus work it
all out. Whether you have just begun thinking about ministry and your future, or are
decades into a life of vocational ministry,
attending MTS Mission Minded will challenge you to make decisions that reflect the
Lordship of Christ.

A number of ministry training networks
(including METRO) are involved in running this new conference. The Conference
Committee is led by Gary Koo (St Paul’s
Carlingford) and includes Nathan Walter (Christ Church St Ives), Andrew Barry
(Jannali Anglican Church), Ben Pfahlert
(MTS Director), Dave Moore (Hunter Bible
Church), Kitty Chan (AFES Cumberland)
and Russell Smidt (METRO Convener/New
Life Presbyterian Church Gungahlin).

M T S M ission M inded
C onference
Katoomba Christian Convention Centre
Speaker: Richard Chin
(AFES National Director)
1 1 - 1 3 S eptember 2 0 1 5
mtsmissionminded.com.au
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Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook
C h r i s t i a n Ed u c at i o n A s s o c i at i o n
by Rod Yager

Junior

Wintercamp
G et set up for life / / h a g g a i / / L u k e Mc P h e r s o n

The Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook Christian Education
Association was founded in
1986, with the aim of providing Special Religious
Education classes, initially
at Pennant Hills High School,
and extending to Cherrybrook
Technology High School following
its opening in 1992. For almost 30 years
now, the local Christian Churches have
worked together in remarkable harmony
to clearly teach the truths we hold in
common. There are 13 local churches as
part of this group, including protestant,
catholic, evangelical, and independent
churches.
Cherrybrook Technology High is currently the largest public high school in
the state, and Pennant Hills High school
is not that far behind. At each school, the
association employs a full-time Christian Studies teacher to teach SRE classes.
These classes form part of the regular
school time-timetable for students in
Years 7-10.
In both schools the SRE classes are very
popular, and are attended by the overwhelming majority of students in the Year
groups for which they are available. The
result is each fortnight well over 1,000 different students get to engage with a clear
and detailed examination of the truths of
the Gospel. Indeed, many students from
other faith backgrounds have, with the
approval of their parents, also elected to
take part in these classes and enjoy the
opportunity to discover what Christianity
is all about, talking openly about the contrast between the Christian view of reality
14 The Pulse

and the ideas that they have been
taught elsewhere.
There are so many highlights
of a typical school term. Those
times when a student who has
had no real interest, or who has
expressed their open disbelief,
suddenly just “gets it” and develops a real hunger to know more. Or
the feed-back from parents about dinnertime discussions that show what is being
taught in the class-room is transforming

“…reminding us of The
vital importance
of providing SRE in
these two schools…”

the students’ understanding of who they
are and their view of the purpose and
meaning of their life. Also encouraging
is the openness with which Christian students talk about their faith, and the willingness of other students to listen. There
are students who now want to meet before school for prayer or to find an older
Christian who can be a mentor for them
by meeting with them on a weekly basis
at lunch-time.
Of course, it’s not all plain sailing. As
is the case everywhere, there are those
who take every opportunity to put ob-

stacles in the way of this ministry. Most
recently, this has taken the form of increased bureaucratic requirements before
students are permitted to be involved in
any Christian activity at school. This has
been in the form of confusing enrolment
forms that have parents make choices before they know anything about the SRE
program, or sudden changes to the requirements for attendance at Christian

Praise God for another Junior Wintercamp! Over the June Long weekend, at
The Tops Conference Centre, 326 young
people came together to learn about our
great God. At the core of PYNSW Camps
is God and His Bible - without God at
the centre, Camp is pointless. On Camp
we aim to build relationships with one
another to facilitate the sharing of the
gospel to many many young people. A
key component of building relationships
is through activities - Camp is to be enjoyed! At Camp we aim to create a temporary community centred around God’s
word so that all attending may grow in
their love and knowledge of Him - and
this year was no different. This year Luke
McPherson opened God’s word with us,
speaking from the book of Haggai.

Luke then related it back to us and challenged us on whether we put our wants
and desires today before what God asks of
us in order to serve Him. We also saw how
God controlled the situations that the Israelites went through in order to point
them back to Him. Often that happens

Luke McPherson taught us that we are all
getting set up for life in one way or another; whether we are conscious of it or not!
It was great to hear Luke unpack Haggai
for the many teenagers and leaders in the
auditorium.

today - God puts us in certain situations
in order to point us back to Him and to
show us that He is, and will forever be, the
One who is in control of our lives and instead of fighting Him for that control, we
should be looking to Him for that control.

From Haggai 1, we learnt that the Israelites, like many of us today, were just trying
to get set up for life after they returned to
Jerusalem from being in exile in Babylon.
Unfortunately, though, their priorities
were mixed up, with them putting themselves and their wants before the desires
and priorities that God asked of them.

Through Haggai 2, Luke spoke about the
building of the temple and how the Israelites were initially discouraged that it
wasn’t going as well as they had expected,
particularly when it didn’t compare to the
previous temple. However, God encourages them and explains that they need to
live by faith and not by sight. This encouragement and challenge was also put to us

“SRE classes are
very popular,
and are attended
by the overwhelming
majority of students”

lunch time groups, which have necessitated the suspension of those groups for
several weeks to allow the students who
have been attending to have a new form
completed and returned by their parents.
At other times, the challenges come from
unexpected changes to school timetables
that are incompatible with having a single full-time teacher, and the ever-present
challenge of raising the necessary funding
to continue this work.
But these challenges also focus our attention, reminding us of the vital importance
of providing SRE in these two schools,
and driving us to prayer, confident that
the Lord, who calls us to this task, knows
our needs and will, at the right time, provide us with all that we need to continue
to be effective in this sphere of ministry.

- do we live by faith or by sight? We were
reminded that despite appearances, God
is with us and He keeps His promises.
Throughout the weekend, Luke did a fantastic job of bringing everything that he
spoke about in his talks back to Jesus. He
made the point that the temple pointed
towards the need for a greater and more
permanent solution for our ongoing
problem of sin. God showed the Israelites mercy and grace, even though He has
no reason to, and He offers us the same,
even though we don’t deserve it either!
Luke finished the weekend by reminding
us that Jesus is the only way to get set up
for life - that He is the true King through
whom God blesses us. He is the perfect
sacrifice and that is how we are made holy
and can get set up for life!

God showed the Israelites
mercy and grace, even
though He has no reason
to, and He offers us the
same, even though we
don’t deserve it either!
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For the past 6 years, the Christian and
Whitbourn families along with their 8
collective children have had the pleasure
of serving as the conveners of 5/6 Primary Winter Camp. We have seen the
move of the camp from Stanwell Tops
over to Deer Park and watched the camp
grow to over 100 campers.
A number of years ago PY saw a need to
expand its camping ministry to include
primary aged kids, to link up with kids involved with our churches across the state,
and help them as they transition from primary to high school, to maintain connections with their local church and with PY.
So, in 2008, PY ran its first ever 5/6 Primary
Winter Camp. It was held at Stanwell Tops
with just 30 campers, John Neasey came as
the speaker along with a team of leaders
keen to see this new ministry grow. Some
of the campers on this first camp have since
come back and joined our leadership team!
In 2009 Quiz Worx signed up as our official
speaker for 5/6 Primary camp. The amount
of campers doubled after just one year. We
had an amazing team of small group leaders
who realized along with us that this camp
was super important for kids of this age to
be brought together to learn about Jesus.

been taught in the session. After lunch
our creative and energetic activities team
lead us through exciting challenges that
help campers and leaders have lots of fun
and get to know each other better. The last
few years we have been blessed with beautiful weather, which has allowed us to enjoy a bonfire on one of the evenings, singing songs and cooking marshmallows and
damper under the stars.
One of the great things about 5/6 Primary
Camp is the community environment that
is created over the weekend. There are so
many kids from smaller areas that have
never experienced a large Christian camp
before – so it can be a really great and exciting time for them to meet other young
Christian kids from all over the place. There
are also plenty of Kids Clubs from around
the state that send a bunch of their kids
along to camp with some of their leaders –
it’s so great to see them on the first night
arriving together so excited and ready for
camp! Our leaders serve in a number of different roles, including Small Group Leaders, Camp Parents and Mentors, and come
with different levels of experience, from
straight out of the PY Internship, up to retired ministers that come along to help out.

Over the next two years our numbers grew
to over 100 kids. This meant that we could
no longer fit at Stanwell Tops along side
Junior and Young Adults camp, so PY made
the decision to move 5/6 Camp across to
Deer Park in the Royal National Park. Since
that move in 2011, our camp has continued
to grow. We have campers from right across
NSW, from as far south as Albury, and as far
North as Casino.

We also have lots of young families that
come along to serve on camp – including
us as conveners. Our own children are not
old enough to be campers as yet, so we have
been very lucky to have people come along
to run our crèche program for the younger
kids. This year we had 15 kids attending –
and one of the best things about 5/6 Primary
Camp is that our kids enjoy seeing Quiz
Worx just as much as the “big kids”.

Each year we have a different theme – including “God’s Team”, “Amazing Rescue”
and “Super Impossible Promises” - shows
by the Quiz Worx team. This year our
campers got to rock out to songs from the
new album “Rise Up and Rock”, which we
are all still singing along to!

One thing that we have learned from our
experience is that anyone can be involved
in serving on camp, no matter what stage of
life you are at, and that we all benefit from
having such a diverse range of leaders. If
you are excited about kids learning about
Jesus and are looking for someway to be involved in a PY ministry then 5/6 Primary
Camp may be just what you are looking for!
We are extremely thankful to all the leaders
that come along every year and serve alongside us – they help make our job such a joy.

Our day at 5/6 Primary starts at 8am for
breakfast, Quiz Worx then runs our morning session, which includes songs, games
and a bible talk. We then break into small
groups and reflect on what we have just
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This was my first PY camp and I
loved it. James McFarlane spoke
convincingly on the life changing power of the Holy Spirit. There were
good worship times and many opportunities to share the power of the gospel with
the kids. What struck me most was how
important and foundational the weekend was for the many young people who
came from small churches and country
contexts. A worthwhile and encouraging
time for kids and leaders alike.”

Luke Coulton
The talks at Young Adults Winter
Camp really set the tone for the
whole weekend. Focusing on the
Holy Spirit was really challenging
and encouraging for all the young adults
in our group. There was a really vibrant
and godly community feel over the whole
weekend.”

Alex Coulton

PY camp is always sick and an encouraging experience. Being able
to discuss the bible; being with
so many different people; hearing
other’s experiences; sharing our different
insights; growing together through the
Spirit. We often forget how important fellowship with other Christians is. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10). Knowing that you aren’t the
only one struggling in life is the greatest
encouragement in the Faith. We can’t live
on our own. We can’t finish the race without Jesus. But support from friends just
helps even more. So even if you are not
a fan of bacon, I’d encourage you to come
along. It’s a life changing experience.”

Jonah Pedro
PY camps are opportunities for
Christian youth throughout the
state to meet together to learn
more about God, and the Young
Adults PY Winter camp 2015 was no different. We learnt about the Holy Spirit
being personal and so involved in guiding
our life. It is so encouraging to be able
to meet with so many people who are a
similar age and have similar experiences
to fellowship and hear experiences of others. The food is amazing, the activities
fun and the fellowship awesome. I would
recommend PY camps to anyone who is
able to go.”

Winter camp 2015 has been my
most enjoyable PY experience
yet. Learning about the Holy
Spirit, and how he is crucial to
my Christian life, has been refreshing
and encouraging. I am leaving this camp
built up in the Holy Spirit, equipped with
knowledge of how to love a spirit filled
life, and with a conviction from God that
demands my devotion to Him and to giving glory to Jesus. I know that I am not
alone when I say that God has challenged
me and is challenging me through what I
have heard on camp to keep in step with
the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25), turning my
focus from myself and how I can benefit
from my relationships with God, to how
God can use me in the lives of everyone
I encounter.”

We lived, we laughed, we loved.
But most of all? We learnt about
Jesus. Taking a weekend away from
everyday life is great, but taking a
weekend away to learn more about Jesus
is even better.”

David North

Abi P and Joe A

Rochelle Boulden

The Pulse 17

Jericho Road

Jericho Road
b) Member of the [name of group] must not
be your friend on facebook or instagram.
You must not have private conversations via
any form of social media.

Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.

OR
a) Be careful that asking a young person
to be your facebook friend, follow you on
twitter or the like. This can be easily misinterpreted as meaning more than a social
relationship, by both boys and girls.

SMS Text messages/Emails

a) Be accountable – Tell a co-leader or friend
that you are conversing with a young person
via SMS or email. Ask for the parent’s permission to send emails to a young person.

STaying
in Touch
with

youTh
group
SOME IDEAS

TO THINK ABOUT
One thing the Conduct Protocol Unit is
often asked about is how youth leaders
can effectively and safely stay in touch
with the young people in their groups.
Social media, mobile phones and the
huge number of “instant” forms of communication that are available today add
a layer of complexity to this question.
It is important to note that this article is not
a policy, but a starting place for Sessions,
youth ministries and youth leaders to consider what they do. The CPU can help refine
a local policy in need.

............................................................

breaKing THe silenCe
Breaking the Silence states at point 1 “As
a person in a position of authority within
the church you must always be concerned
about the integrity of your position, likely
perceptions of the church and the wider
community, and the need to acknowledge
the real or perceived power given to you as
a result of holding this position. You should
avoid situations where you are vulnerable
to temptation or where your conduct may
be construed to be a breach of this Code of
Conduct. You will make yourself familiar
with the provisions of Breaking the Silence.”
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It also states as part of point 9 “You will
ensure that any activity involving children
and/or young people is open to observation by parents and other adults with a legitimate interest.”
Both of these points have application
to the use of social media for leaders of
young people.

............................................................

BASIC PRINCIPLES
There are three basic principles when having any type of conversation with a young
person:
1. Remember God is listening:
• The “God test” – Is this conversation honouring God?”
• The “parent test” - If this young person’s parents were listening/reading this,
would they feel comfortable with this
conversation?
2. Always be in the open – Do not converse
with a young person behind closed doors or
where you can’t be observed by others.
3. Don’t get in deeper than you can handle
– If issues arise that are greater than your
ability or in an area of your weakness refer
the young person to others who are better
equipped to deal with it. When in doubt, ask
for help.

Online communications can create an intense, relational situation because of the
ease of access, the comfort of distance and
its unobserved nature. A relationship can
be developed far more quickly than was
possible before online communication was
common. Therefore, leaders should consider talking with young people online to
be exactly the same as talking with them
face to face. In other words, the same code
of conduct for leaders interacting with
young people face to face applies to all
types of online communication.

............................................................

SPECIFIC CONDUCT
GUIDELINES
Sessions and youth ministries should consider adopting specific guidelines that suit their
particular youth ministry. For example:

b) Always copy a co-leader in on any emails
or messages you send to a young person.
Never use bcc (blind carbon copy), always
use cc (open carbon copy).

Phone/Skype:

a) Be accountable - Get parental permission
before you talk with a young person over

Farewell

the phone; tell a co-leader that you are conversing with a young person by phone.
b) If using Skype make sure you get parental
permission first and ensure it is in an open
area where people can see you or there are
others present, e.g. not alone in your room.

............................................................

YOUR DIGITAL REPUTATION
It is important for people who lead young
people to remember that they are still regarded as a leader by the members of the
group and their parents when they are not at
the group. Whatever they do needs to reflect
the life of a person striving to be holy and as
one having authority in the Church.
Both leaders and members of youth groups
should be encouraged to remember:
• What goes on-line stays online. So think
before you post – is it true, helpful, inspiring, necessary, kind? It is very difficult,
and sometimes impossible, to remove
things once they are online, so it will likely be there for the rest of your life. Be wise.

evelyn

• Respect your friends. That funny photo of
them might not be so funny for them and
they might not be very happy if you post
it for everyone to see. Treat others as you
would treat yourself.
• Remember private images and videos
you send to friends or post on a social
networking page maybe easily accessed
and passed on to others and uploaded to
public sites without you knowing.
• Don’t share too much information. If you
wouldn’t say or show something about
yourself in the middle of Westfield, then
don’t put it online.
• Online friends are real people. If you
wouldn’t say something face to face in
person to someone then don’t say it online; it’s easy for people to lie online.
See more at: http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/
Schools/Cyber%20issues/Digital%20reputation.aspx#sthash.q1YQkTzM.dpuf
And to the hundreds of people who faithfully lead the youth ministries in our church…
thank you!

Ev Sims finished working as a Chaplain for
Jericho Road at Royal North Shore and St
Vincent’s Hospitals on 3 July. She joined
us in 2001 and says “I have loved the ministry, accumulating many stories of lives
being transformed – as well as the funny
reactions of those who didn’t know what
a Chaplain was, or had a scary idea of the
same.” We give thanks to our great God for
Ev’s many years of service and the comfort
and hope she shared in Jesus’ name with so
many people. Enjoy retirement, Ev!

JoSeph
joins jeriCHo roaD

Facebook/Twitter/Instagram

Joseph Park has been in pastoral ministry for almost ten years from his
humble beginning as a youth pastor. He has been serving amongst culturally diverse groups of people from all walks of life. Currently, he is the Home
Missionary for Bonnyrigg Presbyterian Church in Sydney’s multicultural
South West, building God’s people through preaching and mentoring leaders, winning people for Christ through developing community outreach, and
empowering people to serve Christ.

OR

Joseph is looking forward to his new role as the Presbyterian Chaplain at St. Vincent’s Hospital from August. No doubt it will be challenging in many aspects, but
he is keen to work with the hospital pastoral team to provide distinctively Christian
care for those who are in difficult circumstances. He also believes that he would
add significant value to the current pastoral ministry from his diverse experiences.

a) The church has established a facebook
page for use by leaders and members of
[name of group]. This is the only place that
leaders should converse with members of
the group.

a) You are only to interact with member
of [name of group] in open areas of social
media where your posts can be observed
by others. You should avoid private conversations where possible. Don’t initiate
personal conversation. Remember the God
test and the parent test.

Challenge is not new to Joseph as he is getting ready for the toughest physical one
of his life. He has signed up to do the infamous ‘Tough Mudder' race in November,
a twenty km obstacle course. Joseph is keen to share his new experience with Presbyterian Churches and if you’d like to have him come to speak please get in touch
through Jericho Road.
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MiniSTering
to
and
KiDs
TEENS
with D I S A B I L I T I E S
by Jason Forbes

Did you know that Rowan Atkinson stuttered badly as a child,
and had trouble pronouncing
the letter ‘b’? He would later
turn this deficit into a comic
device. Or that Albert Einstein could not speak until he
was age 4, and didn't read until
he was age 9? His teachers considered him mentally slow, unsociable and
a dreamer. He even failed the entrance
exam for college, even though he went
on to develop the theory of relativity. Or
when Bill Gates was age 12, his parents
took him to a psychologist for being argumentative? later he would drop out of
university, even though he would become
a co-founder of the computer software
company, Microsoft. Or that Mark Twain
had a passion for cats, flowers, and
spelling, but hated school? even though
he would become known as the father of
American literature. Or that Emily Dickenson suffered ill health, had a tendency
to become agitated and intense among
social company, and increasingly became reclusive? emily would become
known as one of America’s greatest poets, writing 1,700 poems.
The point is not that all children who may
be regarded as ‘awkward’ go on to be a spectacular success later in life. Rather, the point
is some children learn in different ways,
and this needs to be taken into consideration to make our children’s ministries more
inclusive in our
churches.
As discussed in
Disability101:
Laying
the
Foundation, we
need to start
thinking about
the church setting rather than
the child, and
how the child
would see the
setting. In this
case, your children’s ministry: How many
children to helpers do you have? How do the
children usually arrive? What’s the layout of
the room? What’s included in the program?
What’s the level of literacy required? How
much noise is there? How is cooperation
maintained? Is there food provided? Is there
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‘free time’, and how is that managed?
How do the children leave? These
are all areas that can prove to be
critical when including a child
with a disability, especially for
conditions such as autism.
By thinking through these questions, you become more aware of the
dynamics of your children’s ministry,
and what would need to be adapted to cater
to a child with a disability. It’s then you can
start thinking about the child’s disability.
This is where an interview with the parent
or guardian is essential. Here, you can find
out about the child’s likes and dislikes, interests and abilities. Responses to separation,
game rules, and playing with others. What
level of support they require, and if a buddy
is required. Methods of communication.
Goals to focus on. And how they would like
any issues explained to peers, or others in
church.
There are also plenty of tools now available
to help children with autistic tendencies.
Such equipment may include weighted lap
sacks, soft toys made from tactile material. Such equipment can help a child with
autism remain calm and able to maintain
focus (see www.senseabilities.com.au and
www.sensorytools.net). Routine can also be
really helpful for children with autism.
It’s really important to understand methods
of communication. By being inclusive, our
aim is not simply having children with and
without disability co-existing in the same
space. The aim is to build relationships
where everyone belongs, and communication is foundational to any relationship. Often,
when we think
about communication, we expect
clearly articulated
sounds coming
from one’s mouth.
However, not everyone enjoys such
fluent communication. Communication can entail
a board filled with
icons conveying
different ideas. With improvements in technology, sentences can be constructed and
verbalised on tablet devices. Other times,
ideas and concerns are expressed through
body language and behaviour. Some may
only have a binary language where they

can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ and require the
other person to ask closed-ended questions.
Some may have a speech impairment, and
require a little extra concentration, perhaps
a quiet area to be heard, and for the other
person not to be embarrassed about asking
to repeat the sentence or a key word.
As difficult as this may seem, it’s really not
that difficult. The more you get to know a
person, the easier it is to communicate.
Think of your best mate, spouse, or other
family member. Sometimes, you just know
by the body language, you just know what
they’re thinking or about to say. Other
times, they don't need to do anything, and
you just know. How do you know? Because
you’ve built up that relationship. It’s the
same with children (and adults) who have
communication difficulties.
It’s not only the child with the disability
who needs to be ministered to. It’s also the
child’s family. Depending on the circumstances, a child with a disability may require greater attention than other members
of the family. This can have an impact on
siblings. Siblings also need an environment
where they can feel accepted, express feelings, and discuss any concerns. They need
to connect with others, and learn how to
be a sibling from a Christian perspective.
Parents also need to be ministered to.
Parents can be supported by providing a
biblical framework for thinking about the
issues they face. Pastoral care where they
can talk. Good friends they can count on.
Words and actions of blessing. Good attitudes. Not to forget, prayer.
By thinking about these perspectives, you’re
in a better position to be more inclusive of
children with disabilities, and to have an effective ministry. All these issues can seem
like you’re trying to swallow an elephant.
But by taking one issue at a time with the
right support and finding a solution, you’ll
discover it’s not that hard to cater for a child
with a disability.

To have your church to discuss these
and important issues further, contact our
Disability Advocate, Rev. Jason Forbes, to
host a Luke14 Workshop.

jforbes.disabilityadvocate@jerichoroad.org.au 02 43 222 164

YOU ARE

inviTed
Dreaming, Plotting, Planning & Praying with Jericho Road

On Thursday 10th September 2015 we are holding our annual
day of dreaming, plotting, planning and praying. If you are a supporter of Jericho Road’s work or you are interested in working
with us you would be welcome to join us.

We will also spend time looking at the work of Jericho Road in 2015
and doing some planning for 2016. It is a great time for you to be
part of the big picture of our work, meet some of our team and pray
for the most vulnerable in our community.

This year we will be focussing on “Welcoming the Stranger” and
taking a close look at refugees and asylum Seekers in our community. We will have a Biblical overview of God's heart for the refugee,
some stories, a look at the global context and laws and Australia’s response. We will also dedicate some time to brainstorming how Presbyterian churches can be involved and what “gaps” we might fill.

if you would like to come please rsvP to
emcclean@pcnsw.org.au
by Monday 24th August 2015.
Cost is $25.

F
VIOLENCe
D O M E S T I C & F A M I LY

At the 2015 NSW General Assembly the decision was made to amend
breaking the silence to include provisions for Domestic & Family violence. The Assembly agreed that “The Bible is clear that God is opposed
to abuse in marriage or in the family. The model of love in the Bible is
Jesus' suffering for others, the very opposite of abuse. So any attempt to
turn the Bible’s teaching into an excuse for abuse is a terrible distortion of
its message. If this is happening in churches, then churches and church
leaders should be aware of it, and do all they can to protect victims.“

Domestic & family violence is action which involves violent, abusive or intimidating behaviour carried out by a spouse, carer or family member to control,
dominate or instil fear, including physical, emotional, psychological, sexual, financial or other types of abuse. It is sometimes called relationship violence or
intimate partner violence. Domestic violence where there are children in the
household is child abuse.
Domestic & family violence is a pattern of behaviour, rather than a single incident. Like grooming, it gradually undermines the victim’s ability to seek help
and their confidence in themselves and others.
Domestic & family violence can happen in all sorts of relationships, including:
• intimate partners (husbands & wives)
• older people (sometimes called elder abuse)
• parents and children; and
• people with a disability and their carers.

An updated version of Breaking the Silence will be released shortly.
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a STep of FaiTh
For some years APWM has had a relationship with the Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS) in Dehradun, India.
This has been primarily through John
and lynette ellis (Clarinda, victoria) who
served there for 15 years.

number of people in India. There are so
many of them. Only 2.5% of the population is Christian, that’s 31 million Christians out of 1.25 billion people. A lot of
those Christians belong to churches that
are more theologically liberal than we’d
like them to be.”
Kevin Murray was invited to deliver the
annual Strom Mission Lecture and presented a paper on “Mission, Suffering and
the Sovereignty of God”. Ian Smith spoke
at the 43rd Graduation Service on “The
Keys of the Kingdom.” The 24 graduates
will serve in a variety of ministries — some
with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
India, some with other denominations and
some will serve internationally in countries
such as Nepal.

nathan and Kathy griffith serve in church planting in Porto, Portugal with the European Christian Mission and APWM.

people were more comfortable accepting an invitation to meet in a
local coffee shop or some neutral territory than in a home.

In the last four years this relationship has
developed further.

“I’ve never really heard anyone speak about grace,” said my Portuguese friend as we sat together in our local coffee shop and shared
our weekly coffee and chat. My friend is typical of many modern
Portuguese. She grew up under the influence of the traditional
church and found it wanting. She rejected that and looked to other
means for fulfillment, and yet they have also disappointed.

So with this in mind, in February we took a step of faith and rented
a small, central space to remove that barrier. This ministry space is
situated in a highly visible area and is used for our weekly outreach
as well as our Sunday meetings. Our church plant is called ‘Living
Stones Community’.

From 2012-2013, Vijai and Suchitra Tagore
studied at Christ College and worshipped
in the Revesby (NSW) congregation. Vijai
is a PTS lecturer and studied for a Master of
Theology degree while Suchitra completed
the Ministry Training for Women course.
Their time in Australia was a blessing for
everyone. It is hoped that sometime in the
next few years they will be able to return to
Australia for further study.

Faced with unemployment during the global financial crisis, my
friend is looking for something, anything, to fill the hole in her
life. This is the reality in our suburb of Senhora da Hora in Porto.
This reality is felt across Portugal where shrines to saints are built
on street corners and where large, ornate church buildings abound.
These shrines and buildings echo with the lack of life and hope as
they tell those that hurt that God loves them but needs to be appeased with their good works.
In some ways, Senhora da Hora could be your average Sydney suburb. We have one of the largest shopping centres in the north of
Portugal, lots of schools, a central hub station for the metro and lots
of local shops and cafés. It’s a middle-class urban setting with lots of
apartment buildings, yet with a real sense of community.
One of the differences between here and Australia is that there are
so few churches holding true to the teachings of Christ. For example, 28,000 people live in our area of five square kilometres and there
are only two tiny evangelical churches, with one of them thinking
of closing its doors! Church planting is vital to reaching the people
here in a way that is true to the gospel of grace yet presented in a way
that connects with the culture.
After spending four years in Lisbon we moved to Porto in 2013
with another missionary family sent out by the Irish Presbyterian
Church. We partner with the Portuguese Presbyterian Church –
an extremely small and struggling national denomination with
only 70 members in the whole denomination. We have spent the
last two years planning, praying, walking the streets, conducting
surveys, making friends and contacts and trying to live purposefully as we seek opportunities to love the people around us and
share Jesus with them.
After spending time getting to know the culture it became clear that

As a church planting project starting from scratch, we don’t have
members to contribute to the expenses involved in renting a space
and paying for a national co-worker. We are hoping to raise both
prayer and financial support through both the Irish and Australian
Presbyterian churches, to partner with us to see this church plant
become mature and independent. Our desire is to plant churches
based on missional principles that share the gospel in a culturally
relevant way. We want to see the church plant grow under national
leadership and become financially independent in the future with a
vision to plant other churches.

Joy Venning (Canterbury, Victoria) served
at PTS for 12 months, teaching English and
assisting in the Women’s Program. Last
year John McClean from Christ College
taught classes in ethics and doctrine.

Kathy Griffith
If you would like to support this ministry with prayer or financial support then please contact European Christian Mission, PO Box 15, Croydon, NSW2132. Phone (02) 9747 5446
Email: ecm.oz @ ecmi.org

In April this year Ian Smith, Principal of
Christ College, his wife Jenni and Kevin
and Julie Murray travelled to PTS for graduation week and to hold some discussions
about further developing the relationship
between PTS and the Australian Church.

APWM Address.

Ian Smith: comments “I was struck by the

Treasurers of organisations please note: APWM is located at
81 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134.

PTS is clearly a strategic ministry, training not only church leaders and ministry
workers but also training men and women
who will have a wider influence as they
teach in Bible Colleges within India and in
other nations.
Ian Smith observes: “Non-Indians can’t
go into India to serve in mission because
of visa restrictions so the only way that we
can reach India is to train up Indian nationals to serve their fellow Indians. For
that reason, the work of PTS is central. For
that reason we are seeking to train students
as we support the staff at PTS.”

What is India like? Ian Smith comments:
“It’s a place of great food, colour, vibrancy, friendly people and rich culture. Yet,
beneath that exterior, many Indians live
under great spiritual fear, and long for deliverance. Only the gospel can bring about
lasting change in such a vast nation. Only
the gospel can bring liberation to people
such as the Untouchables.”
When asked about theological education
and Vijai and Suchitra Tagore, he says
“I’ve been involved in theological education for many years in different parts
of the world. We’re often trying to get a
church to reform and come along with
us. The great thing about PTS is that it’s
on the same page as us — it’s thoroughly
Reformed. When churches send their best
people overseas for training we have very
little control over the quality of the person
who comes to us for training.
Vijai and Suchitra Tagore are well known
to us. They’re bright, godly and desire to
serve the church. The great thing about
them is that they are only in their 30’s and
that means that they will be a great investment for the Church. If they can study in
Australia they will be a great blessing to
the Church in India. Vijai is the only New
Testament lecturer at PTS which has about
100 full time students. That’s unheard of in
Australia. So he’ll need lots of mentoring
and help.”

APWM
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ian and Pat Hart are from the Presbyterian Church of ireland
and are now at the Talua ministry Training Centre, vanuatu, for
six months. They recently transited through Brisbane and were
able to attend the Queensland assembly where Kevin murray
was able to catch up with them.
Please share with us something of your background.

Ian: I’ve been a minister of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland for forty
years and have recently retired. Pat is an eye surgeon for a similar period and has also retired. We suddenly find ourselves free and during
the past forty years we’ve spent quite a bit of time overseas. We’ve lived
and worked in a missionary capacity of some sort for ten years — in
Africa and mainly Singapore. We have an awareness of the needs of the
world church.

why have you just travelled half way around the world?

Pat: Having just recently retired we were wondering how we could best
use our retirement years. So we began to explore the possibility of going
overseas to serve, probably for a short period of time. We have three
adult children who are still settling down and so we didn’t want to go
overseas for a long period of time. We think that a short time overseas
can be of benefit and so we began to explore various options. Serving at
Talua just kept coming up to us again and again.

what will be your role at Talua?

Ian: I’ll be teaching Andy Williamson’s workload until the end of
the academic year. I’ll be guided by what the staff at Talua want
me to do.
Pat: Until recently I had an open mind on what I might do. I don’t
think it will be very easy for me to be involved in medical work,
although that’s definitely a possibility. There’s always lots to be done
around a theological campus, interacting with students and staff.
I’ve recently been asked to help with teaching English. I’ve never
done that before but I’m happy to do it.

Do you have expectations of life at Talua?

Ian: We think it’s going to be fairly basic. It’s unknown so it will
be something of a challenge coming from a very comfortable, advanced lifestyle. That means that Talua’s three hours of electricity a
day and very intermittent internet access and a fridge that seems to
work a bit, along with the heat and the potential for malaria will be
a challenge. We’re confident that we can cope but sometimes these
things scare us a bit!

what are you looking forward to?

Pat: We’re really looking forward to meeting some of God’s family
in another area with very different backgrounds in a very ‘Christian’
country. We’ve been told that we’ll find lovely people there with a different history to their lives. We’re looking forward to sharing in God’s
big family. It will be nice to see a different part of the world to which
we’ve never been before.
Ian: We just really hope to be useful in some way for the Kingdom,
for the Church. That’s the bottom line for us. If we experience various pleasures along the way, then that’s a bonus!

On 11th April, 2015, Dr David
Pilgrim went to be with Christ.
David, together with his wife
Devona, was a tireless worker
for the gospel.
As an elder in the Hurstville congregation, David had a significant
impact on the life of the congregation. Many people can trace their
conversion to the time when David explained the gospel to them.
He played a key role in the lives of some NSW ministers, such as
Paul Beringer, Bruce Christian and William Morrow.
From 1996 until 2010 David served as the Convener of the APWM
National Committee. He played a significant role in the life of
APWM and, in human terms, helped make it what it is today.

Rick Manton had his
scheduled heart surgery in April. Please
join with us in praising God that the surgeons were able to
repair the damaged
heart valve instead of
needing to replace the
valve. Rick is making
a good recovery.

THanK you

At the time of writing (late June 2015) the Moderator General’s appeal for vanuatu has received donations of $342,000.
Thank you for your generosity!

APWM Address.

Treasurers of organisations please note:
APWM is located at 81 Shaftesbury
Road, Burwood NSW 2134.

We thank God that we were saved and we thank God also for your
church for making a meaningful contribution to our local church which
will be used to rebuild our churches and schools that were destroyed.
On behalf of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu’s head office and
its people we greatly value your generous contribution and thank
you wholeheartedly for this goodwill gesture.
It is our humble prayer that God through His spirit will richly bless
the people in your church for this great ministry.”
Thankfully yours
Pastor Allen Nafuki
Assembly Clerk
Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu

Name: _____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
_________________________ Postcode: _________

Email: _____________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________
Church: ___________________________________

commissioned to serve in Japan. They
fly out on July 3. Please pray for them as
they settle in and please give thanks to
God that they are expecting their third
child in early 2016.
Using their musical talents, they plan to
hold performances to attract the local
community and point them to Jesus. “We
hope to be involved in the community as
much as possible to connect with people
and connect them with Christians and
with Jesus,” Adam and Helane write. “To
effectively reach communities for Jesus,
Japan needs 80,000 more churches.”

The commissioning of Adam and Helane Ramsay

Andy and Rosemary Williamson have

permanently returned to Australia. Andy
has taken up a call to pastor the Beecroft
(NSW) congregation. We thank God for
their service for the gospel in Vanuatu
over many years.

i would like To
SupporT The
Following:

Including APWM in Your Will

If you would like to include APWM in
your will, then you may like to use these
words as a guide:

Missionary’s Name: _________________________
Please send me the missionary’s prayer letter.
APWM ministry in a particular country:

“I give to the Presbyterian Church
Property Trust for the National Committee of the Australian Presbyterian
World Mission [here insert a description of the bequest together with the
amount of money or description of
property or other gift] free of testamentary charges and duties for [here
insert ‘its general purpose’ or the
specific purpose you desire] and i declare that the receipt of the Secretary
of the Trust shall be sufficient to discharge to my Executors.”

Please provide this wording to your Solicitor when seeking advice and assistance in drawing up your will.

The Clerk of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu has written to
thank us for the assistance given following difficulties caused by
Cyclone Pam.
“Greetings to you in the Lord’s blessed Name. This letter serves to
acknowledge your church’s kind contribution to our church in this
extreme time that we have survived the category 5 tropical cyclone
Pam which has left behind great devastation.

Please send to: APWM
81 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood NSW 2134

adam and Helane ramsay have been

David also had a long interest in Wycliffe. I was recently searching
through some of David’s papers and came across this note. It was
probably taken from a short talk that he gave outlining the need for
Bible translation. It says so much of what was dear to him — ‘No
adequate scripture 4,300.’
Kevin Murray

vanuaTu:

prayer &
Finance
reSponSe ForM

brieF updaTeS

___________________________________________

Please indicate an amount
☐ $20

☐ $50

☐ $100

☐ other $ ________________
Please indicate how regular your payment will be:
☐ one-off ☐ monthly

1
2

☐ half-yearly

☐ quarterly
☐ yearly

Four wayS To give

Cheque (made out to ‘Australian Presbyterian
World Mission’)

☐ Credit card

☐ Visa

☐ Mastercard

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Name on card: _______________________________
Expires: ______ /______
Signature: _________________________________

enQuirieS

Serving

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD
MISSION NATIONAL OFFICE
81 Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood NSW 2134
T: 02 8073 7490
Sheryl Sarkoezy
E: national@apwm.org.au
Bruce Campbell E: finance@apwm.org.au
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray M: 0421 366 720
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au
FeDeral Convener
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151
E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net
www.apwm.org.au

sTaTe Conveners
Qld Kim Dale
E: kdale7@bigpond.com
NSW Robert McKean
E: nswconvener@apwm.org.au
Vic Phil Simmonds
E: convener@apwmvic.org.au
SA Gary Ware
E: gjware@internode.on.net
WA Darrell Thatcher
E: darrell_thatcher@wycliffe.org

3

Date of first payment: ________________________

Direct debit
Your account name(s): _______________________
Signature: _________________________________
BSB: ______________________________________
Account number: __________________________
Bank name: ________________________________

4

Date of first payment: ________________________

Direct deposit

Account: Australian Presbyterian
World Mission BSB: 032-260 Account number:
151207 Please write your name and the surname of the missionary you are supporting in
the description box. Please also email finance@
apwm.org.au telling us that you have made a
deposit and provide the name of the missionary that you are supporting.

Missions

150 years of
commitment
to missions
by Robert McKean

This year we are celebrating 150 years
since the Presbyterian Church of NSW
was formed through the union of several
Presbyterian synods in 1865. From the
beginning there was a commitment to
take the gospel to the nations.
The Rev James Cameron in his “Centenary of the Presbyterian Church in
New South Wales” (1905) described that
commitment:
The General Assembly of the United
Church at its first meeting determined,
among other things, to create a Fund
called the fund for Missions to the Heathen. The Rev. Joseph Copeland ... being
present was invited to address the Assembly. He was a missionary stationed on
the island of Aneityum [in the New Hebrides], in connection with the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
His address awakened an interest in the
New Hebrides [now Vanuatu] as a field for
missionary effort, but it was not until three
years afterwards that the Church succeeded in obtaining the services of the Rev J.D.
Gordon, of Canada, as its first missionary.

First Person

with Kevin Murray

It’s Vital that
God’s Word
Heads Out

Sil Ruddle is from New Life Presbyterian Church in Canberra. She serves with
SIM in Benin on the West African coast
and has just completed her first term of
service.
What does ministry look like
for you?
I serve as the Projects Coordinator for
SIM Benin/Togo. In this role I help to
oversee and promote about forty projects that receive international funding
including ministries such as literacy and
translation work, some medical work, radio evangelism, student hostels, technical
schools and Bible Schools. I help to ensure that we have controls in place so that
we can receive international funding for
these projects. Basically I support our Beninese and missionary project managers
who are on the front line involved in the
day-to-day running of these ministries.
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Noticeboard
Mr Gordon was a brother of the Rev
George Nichol Gordon, who in 1861
had been martyred with his wife at Erromanga, the scene of the martyrdom, in
1839, of the Rev John Williams and the
Rev James Harris.
While a student in Nova Scotia, Mr J D
Gordon heard of the murder of his brother by the savages and immediately offered
himself to take the place of him who had
fallen. With the sanction of the Canadian
Church his services were transferred to
the Presbyterian Church of New South
Wales in 1868.
While James Gordon was in Sydney in
1868 he spoke with the churches about his
desire to undertake mission work on the
island of Santo.
The Presbyterian women provided him
with money to purchase a tent and camping gear for this purpose. When he returned to the New Hebrides he spent 5
months on the west coast of Santo and
laid the foundation for later work there.
Rev JD Gordon served as the Presbyterian Church of NSW missionary on Erromanga and Santo for two years before he
separated from the Presbyterian Church
and the Mission Synod to become an
independent missionary on Erromanga,
where he too was murdered in 1872.
At the same time as the Presbyterian
Church of NSW was being formed the
Rev John G. Paton, missionary to the New

Hebrides from Scotland, began making
regular visits to Australia to promote mission work in the New Hebrides.
In 1866 he transferred from the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Scotland to the Presbyterian Church of Victoria and became the
first Missionary of the Presbyterian Churches of Australia to the New Hebrides.
One of his favoured projects was the purchase and support of a mission ship to take
missionaries between the many islands.
This way they would no longer be dependent on the trading vessels whose captains
and crew were not always sympathetic to
the Christian cause.
A fund was established and promoted
through the Sunday Schools of Presbyterian
Churches in NSW and the other colonies.
The first “Dayspring” was built in Canada
and reached Australia in 1864. It served the
mission well for nearly 10 years before being wrecked during a cyclone in 1873 and
was then replaced by a second “Dayspring”.
The support of mission work in the New
Hebrides/Vanuatu by the men, women
and children of Presbyterian churches in
NSW is an ongoing story for which we
must give thanks to God. The wonderful
response to the needs of our Christian
brothers and sisters in Vanuatu following Cyclone Pam is further evidence of
this continuing commitment.

How has your background prepared you
for that role?
I’m a trained engineer and
worked for a number of years
in Canberra for the local water
authority. The bulk of my experience is in project and people
management and that has stood me
in good stead in my current ministry. In
addition, for seven years I was part of
the Australian Women’s volleyball team,
playing 274 games for Australia. During
this time I travelled widely, to about 30
countries. That really helped prepare me
by opening my eyes to the world and different cultures. I’ve also been able to use
volleyball and sport as a great medium for
building relationships and opening doors
for the gospel.

What are some of the challenges you face in ministry?
I’m often dealing with money in a crosscultural setting in terms of funding and
budgets. This means that sometimes a
ministry partner and myself differ in terms
of what is a relevant expense for a project.
That can be very challenging as we work
out issues in another culture and context.
SIM has been working in Benin since 1946
and over the years planted a church called
the UEEB (Union of Evangelical Churches
in Benin) that now has over 450 congregations. Back in 2012 it officially separat-

closely with a Fulani Old Testament translation team. When I first arrived in Benin
this project was really struggling, barely
able to pay the salaries of our Beninese
translators let alone supply much-needed
equipment. In an answer to prayer we
were approached by a group known as The
Seed Company which came on board to
work with us and help finance the project.
It was very encouraging to be involved behind the scenes and so free up our translators to do what they do well and continue
translating the Bible. It was also a real joy
later on to hold one of the first copies of
Genesis in Fulani, being able to see God’s
Word going out to the Fulani people in
their heart language. This is so important.
There is a Fulani Bible school in Benin.
Can you imagine running such a school
and only having written access to the New
Testament? It’s lovely to think that these

Continued from p.11
“That’s where Christian schools have such a
place…with Christian staff…a fabulous ministry opportunity. Now we are all required to
teach the board of studies syllabus after the
Education Act was amended.
“I think you can run both together…in
some ways and the board of studies does
allow independent schools time where
they can teach their own courses…eg
chapel program, class devotions.
“I have a background area of interest in curriculum development and student learning,
particularly the embedding of the Biblical
world view in the curriculum.”
Nicola married Scott, a train driver/slash
builder, in her second year of teaching in
1986 at Hurstville Pres, in a service presided
over by the Rt Rev Robert Benn.
The couple’s eldest son James born in 1995,
then Lewis born in 1998, Nicholas in 2000, a
daughter Isabelle in 2002 and Hugh in 2005.

ed from SIM and now stands alone with
its own executive. This is great news, but
there still remains a lot of unreached people groups in Benin. So we have to work
out how to continue to walk well with the
UEEB as well as maintaining our vision of
wanting more and more people throughout Benin and Togo to hear about Jesus.

What are some of the joys
you’ve experienced?
I love the fact that I can use my project
management and leadership skills to support other missionaries, local partners
and ultimately gospel work in Benin and
Togo. One of the real highlights for me
during my first term has been working

Nicola took time out of teaching to raise
the children but continued to do some contract work with the department of Education in Canberra and curriculum development work for Sutherland Shire Christian
School and for board of studies and NSW
institute of teaching…so she could manage
working from home.
“It is possible (to continue to work with children) and God was very faithful. He provided me with just the right contract work at the
right time that fitted in with everything and
added to my professional learning and back
ground. I wanted to be around for the children. It’s important.
“I guess my approach to my work is I have
never wanted to b e giving out so much for
the benefit of other people’s children against
the benefit of my own children. Any of the
work I have done has had to fit in well for the
whole family, hence a factor in deciding to
relocate regionally, a regional lifestyle in Armidale is very family friendly.”

students can now read Genesis and Exodus and that the rest of the Old Testament
translation is well underway.

What keeps you going?
First, knowing that I find my identity in
Christ. Second, knowing that God has
called us all to be part of His mission for
the gospel to reach the ends of the earth.
For me that means being able to see that
my support role really does help people
on the front lines as they seek to teach
God’s Word or translate the Bible. It’s vital
that God’s Word heads out into the many
different regions and languages of Benin.

Now well settled in Armidale, the boys attend The Armidale School and Isabelle is at
PLC with her mother.
James has transferred his degree to UNE.
One major change has been for her children
to attend single sex schools – something she
believes they have all benefitted greatly from.
“There is an engagement and confidence in
their learning that I am seeing because they
are with all boys or all girls,” she says.
“They are involved in church and youth
group activities and a lot of connection with
children of the opposite sex outside of school.
“There are only two sets of traffic lights and
five minutes to everyone in Armidale. The
children are having a different experience
than they would have in Sydney because we
couldn’t factor in the travel time.”
From a work viewpoint, she says her first
months have been smooth and very exciting.
“I am working with a team of highly professional and committed staff with a strong loyalty to PLC. The chaplain Jan Leahy is a great
encouragement and the ministry she has
with the girls in the school is quite stunning,
instructional and also relational.
“There are great opportunities in a school
like this because families come from wide
backgrounds and for wide reasons; that adds
another layer of challenge and opportunity to
the work being done by the school.”
PLC Armidale has 300 students, so it is not
a big school compared to Sutherland which
had over 800 students. Nicola says she particularly enjoyed spending her early weeks
meeting with the girls and their families.
“Learning more about who they are and what
they bring to their school community and
the enjoyment they have in belonging to the
school community has been wonderful. It is
delightful to see the girls want to be here and
engage fully in the life of the school.”
Nicola hopes and dreams to see PLC Armidale flourish and the students within to flourish both academically, socially and spiritually.

APWM Treasurer
The APWM NSW Committee
needs a Treasurer. The Committee meets on the third Thursday
in the month from 2-5:00pm
at Burwood. This is an important ministry that facilitates
cross-cultural ministry across
the world by maintaining oversight of the Committee's budget
and financial accounts. Can you
help? Please contact the committee secretary, David Maher by
phone (m: 0410.584.798) or email
(djfmaher@bigpond.net.au).

“My approach to my first year is that I
need to understand in order to be understood. So, most of this year is finding
out and asking questions and learning as
much as I can about the context and the
culture of the school.”
“In any place it should be a cycle of continual
improvement, the day nothing is further to
be done is the day evaluation is needed.
“I want to focus on looking on supporting
the staff and bringing a stability to the school
to strategically place us well for the future
so we can continue the provision of a quality educational program within a Christian
framework to girls not just in new England
region but girls who may come from Sydney
or other areas for whom the appeal of being
in a small close knit school community..that
is an area I would like to develop more fully.
“In God’s economy there is no wastage, he
uses every experience and challenge, every
difficult time to equip you, develop skills
and capabilities for the next task he calls
you to. Each day I commit the work I do
professionally l and personally with family
to the Lord and seek his undertaking in it.
He is a God of promise and has been very
faithful in giving me an assurance of the
promise through his word.
“Outside school, family is my main recreational pastime and doing things with them.
Lots of day trips, exploring the delights of the
local region and getting to see life beyond the
Sydney borders and really enjoying that.”
Nicola asks readers of the Pulse to be intentional in praying for the work of schools like
PLC Armidale, because of the potential for
gospel influence, also that educators would
see schools like PLC Armidale as a school of
choice for future employment and that Presbyterian church families, particularly those
in Presbyterian ministry, would see connecting in through the work of the school, as a
great way of being supported in their own
ministry, in the education of their children
and being involved in the life of the school.
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Last Word
with Peter Barnes

C I T I Z E N S of h e av e n

“But our citizenship is in heaven.
And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who, by the power that
enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so
that they will be like his glorious
body’’ Phil.3:20-21
What does it mean to belong to the kingdom
of Christ? What does the resurrection of Christ
mean for the Christian? Paul says it makes a
huge difference.
He has described those whose mind is set on
earthly things (3:18-19). They are earthly, natural, without the Holy Spirit. But the Christian is
very different. He or she lives between remembrance and expectation - the remembrance of
Christ’s first coming and the expectation of His
second coming.
Our attitude is determined by the heavenly character of the commonwealth to which we belong.

The Christian’s citizenship
is in heaven
‘But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ’ (3:20).
The KJV has ‘conversation’, but it is ‘citizenship’
(ESV, NIV), ‘colony’ (R. P. Martin) or ‘commonwealth’ (Peter O’Brien). The Christian belongs to
a heavenly community.
Augustine wrote The City of God where he
spoke of the two cities on the earth - the city of
the world and the city of God. The Christian’s
citizenship (‘politics’, as it were) comes from
heaven. His birth is from heaven (the Spirit
achieves it), his destination is the new heaven
and the new earth, and his way of life is based on
the word from heaven.
The Roman citizen had a number of privileges.
In fact, from 42 B.C. Philippi was governed as
if it were on Italian soil. Citizens could vote for
the Senate if they were in Rome; were free from
degrading forms of punishment (Acts 16:19-40;
22:25-29); and, if need be, could appeal to the
emperor in Rome (Acts 25:10-12). As a Roman
citizen, Paul knew this, but he knew of a greater
kingdom, a greater citizenship.
All the saints down through the ages have been
citizens of heaven (Heb.11:16; Col.3:1-3). Christians are strangers and pilgrims here, citizens
of another country. As citizens of Australia, we

have the privileges and the responsibilities that accompany citizenship. Yet
Christians are more than Australian
citizens or Roman citizens. As the
ancient Epistle to Diognetus puts
it: ‘For them, any foreign country is
a motherland, and any motherland
is a foreign country.’ Accordingly,
Christians belong to a greater commonwealth, a greater empire.
So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away.

The promise of resurrection
Paul tells us that the Saviour who is also Lord
will transform our lowly body to be like His
glorious body (3:21). The Christian looks for
the second coming of the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. In 48 B.C. Julius Caesar claimed to
be the general saviour of mankind, and the emperors soon referred to themselves as ‘Lord’ and
‘Saviour’. But Christians know the true Lord and
Saviour, the one who has saved His people from
their sins. He rose and ascended to heaven, and
will come again. What will He do? He will transform our lowly body - the KJV overdoes it with
‘vile body’ - and make it like His glorious resurrection body. Christ will take ‘these wretched
bodies of ours’ (Jerusalem Bible), literally ‘the
body of our humiliation’, and He will transform
it (see 1 Cor.15:42-44). Now our bodies are
weak, frail, sinful, and subject to decay, but they
shall be changed.
A creepy crawly caterpillar is just a grub, but it
is transformed into a beautiful butterfly. That is
only a small picture of the transformation that
Christ’s resurrection power will bring to His
people. At His second coming, there will be the
death of sin, the death of suffering, and the death
of death itself. Christ will not annihilate our bodies and release our spirits - that is the Eastern approach. Rather, He will transform our bodies. He
rose in the body, so we will rise in the body.
Francis of Assisi used to call his body ‘Brother
Ass’ while Martin Luther referred to ‘our old bag
of worms’. This ‘brother ass’ will die, a worn out,
wrinkled wreck if God so permits. But it will be
transformed into a glorious body. Hard to imagine isn’t it? But that is the promise, based squarely
on Christ’s own resurrection: ‘Because I live, you
shall live’ (John 14:19). That is Christ’s promise.
R. A. Torrey called the resurrection of Jesus ‘the
Gibraltar of Christian evidences, the Waterloo of
infidelity’. We believe what Jesus says will happen
because of what has already happened.

Christ’s power over
everything
How can Christ carry out His promise?
It is ‘by the power that enables Him even to subject
all things to Himself ’ (3:21b). If someone promises
you a million dollars, you would want to know that
he had a million dollars, and a bit more.
If someone promises you a glorious resurrection
body, you would want to be sure that He could
perform such a miracle. Bodies have been burnt
at the stake, eaten by lions, or rotted for centuries in the grave.
Who can deliver us from such a death? Here is
one - the only one - who has all power, all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt.28:18). Go
through the Gospels, and you see His power:
(a) power over sickness (Mark 1:29-31);
(b) power over demons (Mark 5:1-13);
(c) power over nature (Mark 4:39-41);
(d) power over death (Luke 8:49, 54-55; John
10:17-18);
(e) power over sin (Mark 2:5, 10).
Christ has all power. People make all sorts of
promises and they do not necessarily come up
with the goods. But Christ makes the greatest
promise of all, and He has all power to come up
with the goods.
How do you view this life? Christians are strangers and pilgrims here because our citizenship is
in heaven (1 Pet.2:11). The world has its counterfeits – Citizen Robespierre, or Comrade Stalin, or the Dear Leader – but the Christian looks
to another kingdom and to another king (Acts
17:6-7). This king promises that His resurrection (past tense) will mean the resurrection of
His people (future tense). And this king has all
power to fulfil that promise.
When Philip Henry (the father of the commentator, Matthew Henry) came to Worthenbury, he
was a stranger, and it was said that his attachment to Miss Matthews (who became his wife)
was not in order. The objection was that they did
not know where he came from. Miss Matthews
was resolute in her reply: ‘True, but I know
where he is going, and I should like to go with
him.’ What matters is where we are going.
In Philippians 2:6-8 Paul says that Christ became like us; in Philippians 3:20-21 he says that
this was so that we might become like Christ.
Christ left glory to take on humiliation that we
might leave humiliation to take on glory.

