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From the General Manager
with Wayne Richards

Grace versus Rights
Christianity did not generate a ‘Rights’
based culture. The European ‘Enlightenment’ advanced that while rebuffing revealed truth. Christians
do not claim any rights before
God. God owes us nothing but
we owe God everything. We
spoiled this world – not God.
The Christian does not place
his hope in ‘Human Rights’ but
in God’s mercy and grace.
Nevertheless, we find ourselves in a ‘Human
Rights’ based culture with very few today arguing for the Rights of Christians, or people
of Faith generally.
When I am asked to name the big changes
I have seen since the beginning of the 21st
Century when I became General Manager
of the Presbyterian Church in NSW, there
are two types of answers. One relates to internal changes to the Presbyterian Church
and the other to the external culture the Denomination finds itself ministering in. But
they are obviously linked.
Internally, I can see God’s blessing. Without
listing those blessings it is simpler to say the
boat from which we fish is stronger than it was
at the turn of the century. We have grown and
we are much better resourced in human and
physical capital to minister to a needy world.
Externally, most legislators and opinion
makers (in less than two decades) have
ceased to hold Christianity as a valuable
necessity for society. Worse, for the first
time there are now overt efforts to remove
or minimise Christianity from the public
square. It is often done so as an argument
against any faith being observed publicly –
but Christianity is the chief target. Religion,
it is argued, should stay inside its own religious buildings and bedrooms.
There was a time, not too long ago, when
even non-believers argued for the value of
Christian thinking and behaviour in the
community. Today, those voices have been
largely silenced. Christians can now only
rely upon Christians to make the Gospel

$16 million Pitt Wood Village opens
by Karen Forman

case and need to step up more than ever.
We cannot just rely upon Christian leaders
to do all the hard yards either.
A good example is the current State Victorian Government lead by Daniel Andrews. Since coming to power it is
doing everything in its legislative
and regulative power to remove
Christianity from public life. It
has already removed Scripture
from public schools. It is now
intent on amending legislation to
force faith based institutions to employ people who go against the beliefs
of that faith, in this case homosexuals.
Sadly, while the perpetrators of this change
refuse to listen to biblical argument, we must
at least assert the ‘Rights’ inferred upon us
by the State itself. To do otherwise is to allow others to regulate away one person’s old
rights for another person’s new rights.
Paraphrasing Articles 18 and 19 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, parents and citizens have the right of freedom
to observe their religious belief, practically
and in public. They have the right of freedom to publicly speak and teach their ideas
through any avenue. The right of Christian
based Schools and Church schools, Christian Aged Care or some other Christian
based service to operate distinctively Christian in how it runs and delivers its ministry must be fought for in the High Court
of Australia if it comes down to that. Unbelievers cannot deliver a faithful ministry.

The Governor of NSW, His Excellency
General the Honourable David Hurley AC
DSC (Ret’d), opened the new Pitt Wood
Village at Ashfield, on October 12.
The $16 million development is centred on
the heritage-listed Pitt Wood House, which
has been refurbished to house Presbyterian
Aged Care’s Inner West community care
services, with a secure area for dementia
day care, as well as space for the current
day therapy and respite programs.
The project includes 23 independent living units provided in a new building to the

north of Pitt Wood House and 2 villa units
to its south. Residents are now moving
into their new homes.
PAC Chief Executive Officer, Paul Sadler
said PAC was delighted to be able to open
these 25 units and villas, purpose-designed
for older people. “They are proving very
popular as they are located so close to Ashfield town centre and station, as well as our
residential aged care service,” he said.
“Pitt Wood House holds a special place in
the history of PAC as it was from here the
Presbyterian Church began providing aged

Pitt Wood House (heritage-listed, community care centre)

care accommodation in 1942.
“With all the mod cons and adaptations
to the site, PAC is confident the development will give a new lease of life to this
historic site.”
Mr Sadler said PAC was committed to providing high quality accommodation and
care for older people right across Sydney’s
Inner West.
“We’ve been doing that for the past 70
years, and look forward to doing so for at
least another 70 years.”

Pitt Wood Village (new 23-unit multi-storey building)

If the Andrews government gets away with
this they, and others, will do much more.
So there is a double need. Resist the attack by
governments and others trying to direct faith
based operations on how to administer their
faith. But also we must ensure that the religious distinctives are clearly documented and
practised consistently by us at every level.
It has been a wonderful time for me, just
short of 14 years, as General Manager. In
retirement I will be praying that the Presbyterian Church in NSW will fully utilise its
stronger base and that God will continue to
richly bless our Denomination as we strive to
be faithful in bringing the message of hope,
joy and rest in Christ to a broken world.

Official party with commemorative plaque (Anne Ball, Convener, Market Committee, Presbyterian Women’s Association; Rev Paul Logan, representing Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in NSW; Rev Bruce Christian, Convener, Presbyterian Aged Care Committee; Paul Sadler, CEO,
Presbyterian Aged Care NSW & ACT; Mrs Linda Hurley; His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New
South Wales).
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F ree b oo k
This small booklet is available free to every
reader of the Pulse, while stocks last.

vid of old this booklet will help the reader to
“…ponder all your work and meditate on your
mighty deeds.” Psalm 77:12

The world gives God a bad rap. But do they
know what God is really like? Notebook for
Eternity seeks to correct the misperceptions.

As Paul Tripp says, “We are worshipers. We are
searching for joy, hope, and fulfilment. This longing is deep in the heart of every human being. It
wanders around in your soul. Your heart cries out
every day to be enveloped by the glory of God.”

John Calvin said that man cannot properly
know himself until he first knows God. With Da-

One attribute of God has been allocated to each
letter of the English alphabet. Four additional

comments on the eternal hope of the Christian
end up providing a month of ready-made daily
devotionals, with scripture, for all those in a hurry.
It is yours free for the asking. Simply send an
email to notebook26@outlook.com including
your postal address and the booklet will be
mailed promptly at no cost.
You will find it a wonderful aid to prayer.
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of external consultants and internally by colleagues, namely Steve Smith (Chief Financial
Controller for PCNSW), to ensuring the projects remained financially on track.”
The 2009 Kirkplace development went
hand in hand with Ministry & Mission Superintendent Bruce Meller’s vision for a replanted congregation at Kogarah. The aim
was to establish a vibrant revitalised ministry in the area. John’s role included helping
the tiny and struggling Kogarah congregation achieve that goal.
It is history now that a new multi storied complex which includes the new church building
with its own separate entrance and commercial medical suites were built. The congregation escaped the headache of maintaining heritage buildings. Kirkplace commercial suites
are one hundred per cent occupied delivering
over $1million in rent annually.
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Our development projects:
When Rev John Dunmore Lang was approached by the State Government in
1924 to move Scots Church from what
was to become a widened York Street
connecting to the Bradfield Hwy approach for the new Sydney Harbour
Bridge, it sparked the first major Presbyterian property development in NSW –
Scots Church, Margaret Street, Sydney.
That was to be the first and last major
Presbyterian property development for
80 years until John Ishak was appointed
as Executive Manager Development in
2007, which changed everything.
John was tasked with the strategic intent of
identifying ‘lazy’ Presbyterian assets that
had potential to expand the Gospel ministry purpose of the Presbyterian Church
in NSW (PCNSW) – and build it. The
Property Trust had no spare cash for such
ambitious endeavours so John had to find
a way to deliver new advanced ministry facilities and have the project pay for itself at
a level of commercial risk acceptable to the
Property Trust. The box insert shows examples of where that has been successfully
achieved so far.
The fact that John had previously been employed by AVJennings (a major residential
developer), worked for a local council and
has an accounting degree, made it clear
that God’s providence had led John to this
role. Most importantly, John’s heart to see
the Gospel advance through improved
ministry facilities made him the right man
for the hour. Wayne Richards remembers,
“John not only had the necessary experience and qualifications but he had the right
spiritual motivations and level headedness
to make it happen. I felt the Lord had sent
him to the Presbyterian Church, even
4 The Pulse

though he is Anglican,” Wayne said smiling. (John and his wife Suzanne attend Menai Anglican Church with their three kids).

COMPLETE:

When handed the keys for the completed
Burwood complex this month, John says,
it was one of those moments – “a moment
where there is a combined feeling of happiness, of completion, of relief and also of….
what’s next”.

Burwood: $33 million

John has overseen a number of developments but the Burwood build has special
meaning for him. It saw, after all, the birth
of a new purpose built theological college
for our denomination; a major achievement for a church body and a great step
of faith into the future. It was also the first
project PCNSW has managed itself.
While the college was inhabited at the start
of the academic year in 2014 the second
stage, which took in the independent living
units, has been in the building phase from
mid-2014 and throughout 2015.
Now, with the keys in John’s hands, and a
few minor works to complete, the go ahead
is only a few months off for those registered
on the wait list to move into their units.
“It feels fantastic, I must admit,”’ he says.
“But for an ex-accountant, it’s great to see
the numbers translated into physical assets.
Previously I managed Tax Returns, Profit
and Loss Statements, Balance sheets. Now
I am seeing how the efforts of many people
result in an occupied building where life,
activity and conversations are happening.’’
The Presbyterian Theological Centre, renamed Christ College, moved into the
new building during the 2014-15 semester break, a job which John says was huge.
“There were 50,000 books alone to be

Kirk Place Kogarah: $28 million

7 levels - Church and leased medical suites

Up to 10 levels – 2 New Buildings for the
Theological College and 42 Independent
Living Units

Ashfield: $14 million

Up to 4 levels – 2 New buildings for 25 Independent Living Units and Refurbishment of
Pittwood House for aged care and community
facilities

UNDERWAY:

Paddington: $180 million

Up to 9 Levels – 4 New Buildings for a 100 Bed
Residential Aged Care Facility, 70 Independent Living Units, community care, and the
Refurbishment of the Heritage listed Scottish
Hospital for independent living units

moved in just a week before the students
returned for the new year,” he said. “I have
to say the staff and students were amazing
during that period and throughout the development, while they were studying in the
old building with the sound of jackhammers and machinery going on next door in
the new sections.”
There were some challenges along the way,
too. “We discovered asbestos in the old
PTC site which was removed, the site remediated which slowed down the development for a few months,’’ John says.
Also, dealing with builders and consultants
with the myriad of issues that come up on
developments was at times challenging.
“It is important to remember that it takes
a team to deliver projects of this size”, John
added, “and I was supported by a great team

“Doing all of this during the global financial crisis (GFC) was gutsy”, says John.
“The original idea was to sell the commercial suites, but when the GFC hit it was
decided to rent them and that decision has
been very beneficial for us.” It is ironic that
Scots Church in Margaret Street Sydney
was constructed during the great depression of 1929.
After hitting the floor running with that
first development, John’s next project was
to act as Trustees representative on the refurbishment of Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital, which aimed to increase
bed numbers and modernise the interior.
After that, he moved on to manage the
Burwood Presbyterian Theological Centre
and seniors development and at the same
time, the refurbishment and extended development of the Presbyterian Aged Care
Pitt Wood House facility in Charlotte St,
Ashfield – recently opened officially by another Presbyterian, the Governor of NSW,
His Excellency General The Honourable
David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d).
“There have also been a few aborted missions along the way,” John says.
“Chatswood was going to be similar to
Burwood and Hurstville similar to Kogarah. Charlestown was put in mothballs,
for now. We faced quite a few local government planning blockages, so have put
them on hold until the financial viability
is more certain.”
John says, “At the end of the day, building management is less about bricks and
mortar and more about relationships
which is something I work very hard at
in my role. There is also the challenge
of honouring what we do as Christians.
I try to be a peacemaker in all our dealings, especially when going off to lawyers
to sort out differences.”
John gets a lot of job satisfaction. Every day
is different and sometimes he doesn’t finish
the day as he was planning to at its start.
“Some days I don’t even make it to the of-

fice as urgent issues and building related
matters crop up on the way there. I am
thankful for Sydney traffic which allows
me to get a lot done on the way to work,’’
he says.
“Managing developments requires some
flexibility, versatility and the ability to juggle a number of balls in the air at a time.
But overall, what is immensely satisfying
for me is that I am working for an organisation I believe in. We are in fulltime service
in whatever work we do, serving our Lord.
Its only the arena of work we are changing,
according to Dr Scott Rea, as I heard at a
Christ College business breakfast recently.’’
PADDINGTON – The biggest yet.
What’s next is the biggest challenge so
far: the $180 million redevelopment of
the former Scottish Hospital at Paddington, which he is managing on behalf of
the Property Trust and Presbyterian Aged
Care. It is the biggest and most expensive
project the PCNSW has ever undertaken
and John is excited, if not a little daunted.
The project brief is for a 100 bed aged care
facility with 79 independent living units,
basement carpark, community facilities, a
pool, chapel, gym and a café.
The first sod was ceremonially turned by
the Moderator, the Rt Rev Kevin Murray,
on November 23. Work will proceed with
Brookfield Multiplex in two stages, each 18
months in duration.
Looking back over the past nine years,
John says everything has been leading up
to “something like this’’.
But managing a project of such scale was
never in his mind when he set off for Bathurst to study accountancy and legal studies at university.
“By God’s providence I was on the board of
Sutherland Shire Christian School as treasurer and the chairman was Wayne Richards,
current General Manager of the PCNSW.
He mentioned that the PCNSW Property
Trust was looking at establishing its own
property division and after a late night
board meeting we chatted. I applied for the
job and in March 2007 I was on the staff.”
These days John is chairman of the school
Board and Wayne has retired as General
Manager.
He is a busy man but his job doesn’t stop
at overseeing developments for the PCNSW. During his time with PCNSW he has
visited 60 churches throughout the State
giving development advice and information to churches on how to get projects off
the ground.
Looking ahead, John says “God has his
career in hand, but for the next four years,
Paddington will be a word on his lips on
a daily basis and he can’t wait to see God
fulfil his purpose there.”
The Pulse 5
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ACL stands by claims
“Safe Schools” is dangerous
The Australian Christian Lobby has
urged NSW MP Penny Sharpe to take a
closer look at the so-called Safe Schools
program.
ACL spokesperson Wendy Francis said it
was clear the program, through its Minus
18 affiliate, teaches young girls seven ways
to bind their chests, potentially harming
breast development, as well as other radical
sexual concepts not appropriate to minors.
Ms Francis said it was disingenuous of Ms
Sharpe to accuse ACL of providing false
information about the program when everything ACL references is freely available
to children on websites promoted by the
Safe Schools Coalition.
“Try accessing the website minus18.org.
au, safeschoolscoalition.org.au or some
of the groups listed at the back of this
guide. Are any of them blocked? If so, for
what reason? Speak to a teacher about the
importance of allowing students to ac-

cess them at school, and let them know
why this matters,” states the Safe Schools
STAND OUT resource.
The Safe Schools program encourages
boys to wear girls’ school uniforms, use
toilets of the opposite gender and says that
segregated accommodation on school
camps is an example of discrimination.
In the past week ACL distributed a clear
briefing to politicians explaining the nature of the concerns which are shared
by thousands of constituents who have
emailed in recent weeks.
“The ACL briefing makes clear the link
between Safe Schools and Minus18, as
well as the nature of our concerns which
are absolutely legitimate and shared by
many parents” Ms Francis said.
“The grounds of the concerns are self-evident when one reads the content examples we have supplied. The material is not

about anti-bullying, rather it is radically
sexual and represents reckless, potentially
harmful advice to minors.”
Ms Francis said that the claim by SSCA
that Minus18 is a separate organisation
was disingenuous.
“They do not explain that Minus18 supplies much of the content, is a co-writer,
has their logo on the content and posters, and encourages children to have their
school firewalls altered to permit access
to the Minus18 website. Very few schools
would have the website enabled by default
because of the highly sexual content it
contains,” said Ms Francis.
“Thousands of Ms Sharpe’s constituents
have sent her emails raising their legitimate concerns about the education of
their children. I am sure that they will
be very upset to hear that she has written them off as mostly homophobic and
transphobic. This is an unfortunate smear
that ignores the legitimate issues raised by
concerned parents and constituents and
communicated to Ms Sharpe and other
parliamentarians.”
Ms Francis said the LGBTIQ political
agenda was raising big concerns about
what might come next if same-sex marriage was ever legislated.

Scots boys connect with wider Church
The Christian Union of The Scots College has introduced a concept aimed
at connecting the boys with the wider
Presbyterian Church
The Friday Night Live concept sees students
having opportunities weekly to participate
in an evening Bible study. Three Friday
nights each term feature social events such
as games in the gym, joining with local
youth groups and enjoying activities such as
Laserzone and bowling.
Each of these Friday night events includes a
short Bible talk and a time of prayer led by
one of the senior students.
The aims of the program are to introduce
new boarding students to the Christian
Union, help foster community amongst the
boys, connect with the wider Presbyterian
Church, and provide opportunities for service in the local community.
Meanwhile, 20 Scots Bathurst boarders
joined CPC Surry Hills Youth Group to
make sandwiches for homeless people in
conjunction with Jericho Road recently.
Six trestle tables were set up in the church
hall, laden with an assortment of breads,
cold meats, cheese, and spreads.
Leaders from CPC and Scots directed teams
from each table.
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Joan Thuaux and Mavis Brady, who have
been engaged in this ministry for many
years, provided the necessary coordination
and direction.
Once the sandwiches were made, cut and
packed, Mrs Thuaux gave a memorable talk
on the history of this initiative, the gratefulness with which people receive the sandwiches, and the Gospel that compels them
to care for the vulnerable.
The boys were thoroughly engaged with the
talk and asked lots of questions afterwards.
This is what they said:
We had a great time at CPC and the boys
still talk about how they enjoyed the night.
The evening helped to further strengthen
links between the College and the wider
Presbyterian Church, provided a valuable
opportunity to contribute to the community, and added impetus to our quest to build
a culture of service among the boys and
present to them a range of opportunities
in which they might serve. Below are some
reflections the boys provided following the
evening. Jonathan Graham Assistant Chaplain, The Scots College
“During Friday Night Live we were buttering bread, playing activities and making sandwiches. The highlight was making
sandwiches for people who are struggling or
homeless. I learned that God cares for you

and loves you.”
Alan Holten, Year 7
“We got together and played some games.
We then got into the sandwich making. Afterwards we prayed and Mrs Thuaux gave a
speech. Making the sandwiches was really
fun and it was exciting working with other
people. I was impressed by the dedication
the ladies put into their work for the homeless and less fortunate.”
Hamish Todd, Year 7
“Friday Night Live this week was an incredible
experience for the boys. We went to a Chinese
Presbyterian Church in the city. We made
about 150 sandwiches for people who are less
fortunate than us. It was a way to show how
much God's love is towards these people.”
Hugo Walker, Year 8

Presbyterian to speak at Katoomba
Registrations for the annual Katoomba
Easter Convention have now opened, for
the 53rd consecutive year.
Guest speakers Richard Coekin (Dundonald Church, London) and Bryson
Smith (Dubbo Presbyterian Church) will
preach on the 2016 theme -‘The Attributes
of God’.
Steven Kryger, Chair of Katoomba Easter
Convention says: “For generations, families have gathered at Easter in the Blue

Mountains to hear from God. This
year the tradition continues as 3000
adults and children from across denominations and generations will be refreshed
in God’s creation, by God’s word, with
God’s people.
With Richard Coekin and Bryson Smith
preaching in the adult sessions, and a
much-loved children’s and youth program, Katoomba Easter Convention is
the perfect weekend to grow together as
a family.”

A first-time delegate from last year’s convention shared:
“This was our family’s first time to KEC
and we thoroughly enjoyed the weekend. The speakers and sessions were uplifting and pointed us to Christ. It was
great hearing the children share what
they learned in their own programs. Excellent value.”
More information is available on the Katoomba Easter Convention website: www.
easterconvention.com

Nambucca Valley Christian Community School
In 2011 Rev. Darryl Spriggs began as the
Minister of the Nambucca River Pastoral
Charge on the Mid North Coast of NSW.
The Nambucca Valley Christian Community School (NVCCS) is a ministry of
this Charge. However, when Darryl and
his wife Kath arrived with their four children there were only 46 students in the
school and it was struggling.
From their arrival Darryl and
Kath brought a passion for Christian Education to the Nambucca
Valley and have to this day been
proclaiming Jesus as King in this
safe, sound and enriched educational environment. Darryl is the
Chairman of the School Board
and frequently speaks at the
School’s assemblies. Kath is the
coordinator of the School’s playgroup and plays an important part in the P&F
Association. Together they are also actively
engaged in building gospel relationships
within the rapidly expanding school community. God has also graciously surrounded
them with a strong team of fellow workers in
this very important gospel ministry.
At the end of 2012 Darryl and the School
Board prayerfully submitted a request to
the NSW Presbyterian Property Trust to
expand NVCCS into High School. This
had been a hope of the founding Presbyterian Minister of the School, the Rev. Peter
Barnes, but was now seen as vital for the
ongoing life and ministry of the School.
The Trustees approved the commencement
of the first Year 7 in 2013 and Mr Jeff Allen
was recruited as the new Principal to lead
the School through this vital transition and
into the future.
From having an enrolment of 46 students
(Primary only) in 2012, the School now rejoices in having 92 Primary students and 52
High School students (Years 7-9) at the end
of 2015. That’s 300% growth! The story of
the School is very much about growth in the
Lord’s time. Since 2014 the School has built

seven general or specialty classrooms and a
staffroom at a cost of $1.82 million. While
the Federal Government has generously
assisted with these costs, this building program has still had a significant impact on
the School’s finances, and it’s not over yet.

A Gospel Vision

Because of God’s gracious hand of provision
over the years the School is continuing to not
only survive, but flourish. Since its founda-

tion the School has had a great impact on the
community, but now that impact is reaching
more families in the Valley than ever before.
Many School families have no other Christian connection. So the School is not only
supporting Christian parents but introducing many non-Christian students (and their
families) to Jesus. Along with the growth in
the School, other ministries of the Church
are also flourishing, like “JAM” (Jesus and
Me) Kids Club and SALT (Youth Group).
As the school ventures into Year 10 in 2016
and Years 11 & 12 in 2017-18 still more classrooms are needed. The school is currently
planning to build a new Library, upgrade
its Administration block and convert the
existing Library into two new classrooms.
This marks another massive step of faith.
The school will need to contribute a further
$600,000 towards this building project.

A Call for Help

Although the Nambucca Valley is a beautiful part of the North Coast, it is economically depressed. Many families struggle to
afford even the relatively low School fees
and there is little private wealth available for
the School to draw on.

Would you please consider joining with
the members of the Nambucca River Pastoral Charge and the School community in
praying for this vital ministry? Please also
prayerfully consider if you may be able to
support this ministry financially by contributing to the School’s Building Fund.

Tax Deductible Building Fund

A Tax Deductible Building Fund was first
launched in 2014 to contribute to the significant costs of providing classrooms for the
High School and the increased
size of the Primary School. A target of $100,000 has been set for
the next three years. Over $20,000
was received in 2014. If you are in
a financial position to sow into
this work please consider the Tax
Deductible Building Fund.
Every donation over $2 is tax deductable and will help the School
to provide the facilities and equipment it
needs to grow and honour the Lord Jesus in
the Nambucca Valley.
For more information about the school
Contact The Principal: Mr Jeff Allen
Nambucca Valley Christian Community
School
Centenary Pde, Nambucca Heads NSW.
PO Box 152, Nambucca Heads NSW 2448.
Phone: (02) 6568 9311 Fax: (02) 6568 9305
Email: nvccs@nvccs.nsw.edu.au Website:
www.nvccs.nsw.edu.au

To make a Donation

Cheques can be made payable to:
NVCCS Tax Deductible Building Fund
or
Direct Deposit
Bank Account: Commonwealth
BSB 062637
Account 10188364
For any assistance contact the Business
Manager: (02) 6568 9311
Email: bursar@nvccs.nsw.edu.au
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.
Please advise the full name of the donor so
we can issue your tax deductible receipt.
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The world: a refugee factory
The worldwide refugee crisis spawned by the
war in Syria has resulted in extraordinary statistics that are hard to grasp. Here are three
headline numbers:
• 4 million Syrians in camps and on the
move through Europe.
• 7.6 million Syrians displaced in their own
countries.
• 2.4 million Syrian children are not attending school.
• Let’s look at the numbers another way:
• 4 million - the entire population of Sydney
• 7.6 million - the combined population of
Sydney and Melbourne
• 2.4 million - the entire population of Brisbane.
It’s interesting to note that the population of
Syria is about 24 million – the same as Australia.
It’s easy to just glaze over such big impersonal
numbers. They lack emotion, the personal
story. You can’t feel or empathise with the
hunger, cold, loss and fear.
But as you read this article, the first of 12,000
refugees (the population of Muswellbrook)
will be arriving in Australia.
These people will be in exile – relieved at
one level, terrified at another. They will enjoy our ‘newness’ and our clean environment
but they will struggle at first with language
and accents, work, cultural norms, logistics
and the sheer size of the place. They will be
‘outsiders’ who are prodded, poked and processed. Dignity will be left at the front door
for a time.
There’s a good case that Christians should be
on the front foot, ensuring refugees are made
welcome in the land Down Under. The Presbyterian Church has been involved in discussions to assist the 12,000.
The Gospel Society and Culture Committee of the Presbyterian Church of NSW has
looked at a Christian response to the issue of
refugees. Here is an edited version. The full
resource paper can be found on the website
gsandc.org.au

This world is a refugee factory.

Christians should not be surprised that people become displaced, and have to flee hardship or persecution. The Bible records natural disasters that create refugees:
• Jacob and his family, and Naomi and her
family, both fled famine, finding refuge in
Egypt and Moab respectively.
• The Bible also has examples of powerful
communities who oppress others, creating the kind of conditions from which
people flee:
• Egypt enslaved the Israelites because they
were numerous.
• The prophets condemned Israel and Judah
for oppressing the weak and vulnerable.
• Joseph, Mary and the infant Jesus had to run
away from Bethlehem and find refuge in
Egypt because Herod was trying to kill Jesus.
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So, we should not be surprised that refugees
exist. In a sinful world, natural disasters happen, and people oppress each other. Refugees flee from conditions like this. The only
question is: how will we respond when they
knock on our door?

Christians can be hospitable
- Sharing our resources with
those in need

God’s people have always been a community
of refugees. Old Testament Israel fled persecution in Egypt. As God’s nation, Israel was
to be characterised by being kind to, and
protecting, the weakest members of society –
especially aliens and foreigners (Exod. 22:21;
23:9; Lev. 19:34; Deut. 10:19; 23:7).
In Leviticus 19:33-34, God commanded the
Israelites: “When an alien lives with you in
your land, do not ill-treat him. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your
native-born. Love him as yourself, for you
were aliens in Egypt. I am the LORD your
God.” Note how this kindness was to be motivated by empathy.
The early church shared their resources, both
within the local church (Acts 2:44-45; 4:3437), and internationally, as a further inclusion of both Jews and Gentiles in the one
church (Acts 11:27-30; 24:17; Rom 15:25-27;
1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8-9; Gal 2:10).
As we do this, we, in a small way, show the
world what our God is like – we’re a “light
to the world” (Matt 5:14), drawing them to
praise our Father in heaven (Matt 5:16).

Christians can call all people
to love their neighbour.

Not only can we do good, in Jesus’ name; we
can call all people to have a more compassionate, and less self-protective, attitude to them.
God created humanity to represent him on
earth. This image, though damaged by sin,
still remains upon us (James 3:9). Because
sinners still bear the image of God, nonChristians can still feel compassion and sympathy towards someone who’s suffering.
So, we can challenge all people to change
their attitude: to not be suspicious and selfish, but compassionate instead.
When talking to others about refugees,
ask them:
• How would they like to be treated if they
were fleeing famine, war or persecution?
“Walk a mile in my shoes”; or, as Jesus
said, “do to others what you would have
them do to you”.
• What reputation do they want our country to have internationally? Rich, greedy
and self-protective? Or rich and generous? Or at least rich and responsible –
pulling our weight, sharing the international refugee load? Jesus was rich, but
became poor for our sakes.

Book

Review
with Rev Dr Peter Barnes

Book Review

More Valuable Than Gold:
The Philanthropy of John and Ann Goodlet
By Paul Cooper
The Ponds: Eider Books, 2015.

Wisdom

So far, we have been encouraging a compassionate response to asylum seekers. But compassion is not naivety. Australia needs a wise
policy for dealing with refugees.
We need a proper process to determine
whether asylum seekers are being truthful
and whether they really are refugees. Some
people might try to abuse the refugee system
so as to circumvent the process of applying
for an Australian visa. It is right for the government to check the credentials of refugees
and to take into account the impact they will
have on our society.
A wise policy will not be at the cost of compassion. In fact carefully checking credentials
allows us to be more generous to those in real
need. At the same time, Christians have good
reasons to advocate for the Australian government to be generous in the number of refugees
it accepts and in the way they are treated.
Christians should be ready to welcome refugees, not only into the church community,
but into the local community. This welcome
will involve patiently trying to communicate
with people who don’t speak English well;
showing them how to get about in Australia
– how buses and trains work; how and where
to shop; how to set up and operate a bank account; and so on.
It will involve encouraging our children to
make friends with refugee children, and
stand by them when they’re the target of racist taunts. This will be inconvenient and costly, in both time and money. Such welcome
will probably lead to evangelistic opportunities, for we extend this welcome in the name
of Christ, who welcomes sinners into his
kingdom. But we don’t do it for the evangelistic opportunities; we do it because we are
filled with compassion for needy people.

GETTING PRACTICAL

Here are some suggestions for how, as individual Christians and as churches, we can
show hospitality to refugees and have a positive impact on the immigration debate:
• Invite them to your home, and to church.
Make it a regular thing, not just a onceoff to make yourself feel good.
• Get in touch with Jericho Road to see
how you or your church can be part
of what it is doing for refugees — go to
jerichoroad.org.au/refugees/
• Read widely. Learn what other Christians
think about asylum seekers
• Run a seminar at your church. Watch together the SBS Documentary series Go Back
to Where You Came From. Talk about what
you’ve learned. Keep the conversation going.
• Visit www.refugeeweek.org.au/resources/kit.php to access a wide range of resources that will help you stay informed,
and perhaps even run a Refugee Week
event at your church.
• Pray for our governments as they make
decisions on our behalf.

Not many people are capable of making money and giving much of it away,
but John Goodlet was one such individual. Born in Scotland in 1835, he
emigrated to Victoria in 1852 before
shifting to Sydney in 1855. Goodlet
made his money through the construction industry. At the age of 25 in
1860, he married Ann Panton, who was
thirteen years his elder. They had no
children of their own, although many
children benefited from their generosity.
Ann died in 1903, and Goodlet married
Elizabeth Forbes in the following year.
He died in January 1914 before the
outbreak of World War I.
He and Ann were much involved in a
number of organisations including the
Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institute, the Sydney Female Refuge Society, the Young
Men’s Christian Association and St Andrews College - the latter two in days
when their Christian profession meant
rather more than it does today.
Goodlet was a strong supporter of the
temperance movement, and in 1883 became the first President of the Local
Option League.
Ann’s first husband had died of tuberculosis, which was then called consumption. A consumptive home, called Florence Villa, was set up at Picton in 1877,
and Paul has good reason to see Ann’s
influence behind this. Residents - or inmates, as they were called - stayed free
of charge.
Ordained to the Presbyterian eldership
in 1868 at Philip St, by 1876 at the latest, he had transferred to the church at
Ashfield where John Auld was the minister, and where Robert J. H. McGowan
became the minister in 1907. Goodlet
supplied the funds of half the stipends

of three bush missionaries in NSW, and
later financed the transfer of the Church
of Scotland work in Sholinghur in South
India to the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church of NSW. This was formalised in 1912 when McGowan visited
South India.
Theologically, Goodlet was perhaps
rather like John Flynn. He was a genuine supernaturalist, but could not be
characterised as a decided evangelical.
He helped to organise the distribution of Henry Drummond’s popular
but somewhat embarrassing Natural
Law in the Spiritual World, which presented Christian evangelism in Darwinian terms. Paul wonders whether the
Goodlets read the book, or, if they did,
whether they really understood it. It
must be said that Drummond made no
secret of his rejection of the full authority of Scripture. Yet the conservative McGowan had no doubts in testifying of Goodlet, that ‘Above all else,
he was an earnest Christian.’ Indeed,
his life’s creed could be summarised in
the old saying of Robert Hawker: I’m
a poor sinner and nothing at all, but
Jesus Christ is my all in all.’
Henry Parkes had said that Goodlet and
his wife were ‘more valuable than gold’.
This biography does them justice.
It is most illuminating not just in revealing as much as can be revealed
about the Goodlets, but in unfolding
in such a vivid way the times in which
they lived. There have been few Australian biographies so meticulous in their
research, and so convincing in presenting the history. Small wonder that Stuart
Piggin declares: ‘I love this book.’
Those who wish to purchase it would
be best advised to go to the website:
https://eiderbooks.wordpress.com
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Great Christian Resources
By Bruce Meller

One of the many responsibilities
of the Ministry and Mission
Committee is to promote
“laity training and formation” – to facilitate the
equipping of church members to be more informed and
more effective in their service
of the Lord Jesus.
Most of that work goes on in the ordinary
life of congregations.
The Committee’s main focus of assistance,
at the moment, is through the Peacemaker
seminars that continue to be well received
whenever we present them.
Our experience in Canberra in September,
Orange in October and Albury in November, continues that very positive trend. But
we aim to do more so now I want to introduce you to a helpful resource that ought to
be more widely known.
Two years ago, Dr Paul Tripp was speaking
in Australia and our committee gave some
prominence to his visit and financed the participation of many ministers and their wives.
We wanted to build them up so that the
learning they received would flow back into
congregations. We’re pleased to see that it
is doing so. But while Paul can only come
to Australia occasionally, he sends out a
weekly email under the title, “Wednesday’s Word”. These emails are crisp, pithy
and remarkable for their common-sense
and down-to-earth wisdom drawn directly
from the Scriptures.
One of these emails so impressed me that
I sought and gained Paul’s permission to
include it in the Pulse in order to publicise
this remarkable resource and his wider
ministry more generally.
Here’s the email (slightly edited for length).

THE PARENT TRAP
I say this all the time: there are few things
in life that rise to the same level of importance as parenting. How significant is the
calling upon mothers and fathers to be the
primary instruments in the shaping of a
human soul? It's a calling that we should
accept with humility and holy fear, but
also with excitement and courage because
Christ is with us and for us.
Over the years, however, I've had thousands of conversations with Christian
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parents who are discouraged, angry,
grieved and ready to quit (or who
have already quit). Thousands of
parents don't know what they're
doing or why they're doing it.
They've simply lost their way, or in
many cases, they never knew the
way to begin with.
Why is this? I think there are several
reasons, but here I’ll focus on just one: we
have fallen into the trap of believing that
our calling is to enforce LAW, when in fact
God has chosen for us to restore AWE.
Are rules important in parenting? Absolutely! Your family won't be able to function if every kid can do and say as they
want. Is discipline necessary? Yes, the
Proverbs are filled with reasons why. But,
your parenting strategies must go deeper
than setting up and enforcing rules. You
must target the heart of your child.
Beneath the layers of their personality,
your child has a heart hardwired for awe,
but sin has enabled their heart to wander
from the Lord; as you should know from
personal experience! God has therefore
ordained for parents to do everything we
can to restore the awe of God in the hearts
of our children.

How do you do that? Let me
give you four brief examples:
1. TALK: It's very easy for us to settle for
superficial and insignificant chit-chat
with our kids. Why not, instead, locate
heart-focused and gospel-centred talking points and engage. Talk about the
significance of human relationships
and how sin has the ability to destroy
them. Talk about the reasons why we
can and should love difficult siblings,
neighbours, friends and classmates. Talk
about personal identity and the reasons we find it in the world instead of
in Christ.
2. SHOW: God created the physical world
to reflect his magnificence and power.
Take your kids to see their favorite animal at the zoo and gaze in wonder with
them at its size and color. Take a day trip
to a mountain or lake; go fishing; watch
the sunset - and while you're there, remind your child that all of that creativity
came out of the mind of God.
3. MIRROR: When your kids break God's
law, treat them as God treats us. Mirror
the tone of his voice; mirror the look on
his face; mirror the nature of his character. Every time you exercise author-

ity, it should mirror the patient, firm,
gracious, wise, loving, tender, merciful,
forgiving and faithful authority of God.
4. SHARE: Finally, when your children
struggle with sin, share how you struggle in the same way: "I get angry too
when things don't go my way at work - I
know how you feel and I often react in
the same way." Or, "When people gossip
behind my back, I want to spread nasty
rumours about them, just like you want
to." Don't pretend that you don't struggle like your kid. Share in their pain and
sin and point them to the help and hope
found in Christ.
To sum up: we should approach parenting with humility and a holy fear. Why?
Because you and I have no ability to talk,
show, mirror and share in the way that we
are called to do. Sin and selfishness hijack
our best parenting intentions, and we respond, too often, with anger, impatience
and self-righteousness.
It's only when we live in awe of God and his
glory and rely on his grace that we'll be able
to help our kids do the same. You can't give
away what your heart already doesn't possess as a parent, so why don't you spend the
next few minutes asking the Lord to restore
his awe upon your soul.
God bless
Paul Tripp
P.S. - If you're interested in learning more
about this topic, check out my newest book
(http://www.paultripp.com/articles/posts/
awe-why-it-matters).

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
• What are some heart-focused, gospelcentred talking points you can engage
with your kids today?
• What does your child love in the creation? How can you show him or her
God's glory through that?
• In what ways have you failed to mirror
the authority of God this week?
• How have you acted self-righteously as a
parent? Why are you and your kid more
alike than different?
Other devotional emails and informative,
stimulating articles can be found at www.paultripp.com/wednesday and
www.paultripp.com/articles. This particular
article was originally posted on www.PaulTripp.
com and is used with permission.

QuickWord
with Bruce Christian

Deuteronomy 28:9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised
you on oath, if you keep the commands of
the LORD your God and walk in his ways.
It all seemed so simple. Here was ‘the
LORD’, ‘Jehovah/Yahweh’, the sovereign
God of Creation, the One who had rescued
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob from slavery in Egypt by supernatural
means, the One who had looked after them
in the desert, also by supernatural means,
for 40 years, now promising on oath to establish them as his special, set-apart, ‘holy’
people in the Promised Land he had prepared for them to be his very own.
This was an indestructible covenant arrangement. All they had to do was to ‘keep
his commands’ and ‘walk in his ways’.
Simple (cf 30:11-14) - and the guarantee of
abundant ongoing blessing.
But this sovereign LORD had a much bigger,
eternal Plan that was not yet clear to them.
Their innate sinful nature rendered it impossible for them to meet even such simple requirements - as future events would
make crystal clear.
For God’s Plan to come to fruition they
would need much more than promises
and instruction, they would need nothing
short of a complete heart/mind transplant.
A millennium later a prophet would have
to spell this out for them: “I will give you
a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I
will remove from you your heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit in you and move
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27).
It would have to be all God’s work by his
grace alone.
Yes, they would be able to ‘follow [his] decrees
and be careful to keep [his] laws’, but only by
means of his Spirit in them, moving them.
That Plan was fulfilled in Jesus, which the
Apostle Paul was able to explain by referring to Deuteronomy 30:11-14 as cited
above: “Moses describes in this way the
righteousness that is by the law: ‘The man
who does these things will live by them.’

Christmas
the season of giving
By Rt Rev David Cook

We celebrate the incarnation of
God, Jesus Christ, the Word
become flesh, who made his
dwelling among us (John
1:14). John says, “we have
seen with our eyes, we have
looked at, our hands have
touched … we proclaim to you what
we have seen and heard” (1 John 1:1, 3).
Paul put it in these familiar words, “For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich! (2 Corinthians 8:9).
The immediate context of these words is
Paul’s urging of the Corinthians to be generous in their support of the suffering saints
in Jerusalem. The gospel drives generosity,
Jesus Christ rich as he was, became poor in
order to enrich us, so Paul says, follow his
example of generous giving and support the
needs of the saints.
One of my eye opening experiences, since
becoming Moderator, is to get to know the
work of PresAid, the Presbyterian Church’s
own aid organisation which was founded by
the General Assembly of Australia in 2007.
Since that time, PresAid has distributed
$850,000 to aid projects in Pakistan, Malawi, Namibia, Uganda, Bangladesh, India
and Vanuatu.
PresAid is administered by the Very Reverend Bob Thomas from the St Kilda parish in
Melbourne and so every cent given finds its
way to the project. That is impressive!
All congregations are asked to dedicate their
Christmas collections to the aid projects
nominated for Christmas 2015:

But the righteousness that is by faith says:
‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend
into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down)
or “Who will descend into the deep?” (that
is, to bring Christ up from the dead).’

Farm water project in Vanuatu $10,000

But what does it say? ‘The word is near
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,’
that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth,
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess and are
saved.” (Romans 10:5-10).

Completion of St Peter’s prayer house in Kabwata, Zambia $9,000

Ablution block at Meekathara as part of the
PIM patrol $15,000

Establishment of a children’s village in Uganda with the remainder of the funds raised.
Each of these projects has been proposed in
consultation with APWM and will be supervised through the local Presbyterian church.

For more details go to:
pca@presenews.com.au or contact
Bob Thomas at
crthomas@pcvic.org.au
Christmas is the time to focus on
the incarnation, God’s love as seen
in the sending of His Son into the
world. The gracious, generous love of
God motivates our self-sacrificial generous
response in the midst of the consumer driven
Christmas season. Here is an opportunity to
be other-person centred, like the Word who
became flesh.
At this Christmas season, Presbyterians
throughout Australia have many reasons to
give thanks to God:
Our theological unity and commitment
to the saving gospel; three viable, thriving
training Colleges for those seeking to enter ministry; church planting endeavours
in almost every State; larger States taking
interest to see gospel work established in
smaller States; an enthusiastic commitment
through APWM and PIM to see the gospel reach the unreached; the development
of healthy relationships with other likeminded reformed churches throughout the
world and finally the provision of fine men
to chaplain our Armed Forces, Police Forces
and other service personnel.
There are challenges for us all, but we face
these with a vigorous faith in the Sovereign
God and look forward to all the opportunities which 2016 will bring. The probability
of a national plebiscite in the next 12 months
on the nature of marriage will give us all an
opportunity to declare the mind of the family
affirming God to our communities.
The challenge of sharing the gospel with
our neighbours here at home needs to be
embraced vigorously and initiation will be
taken by the national church to encourage
congregations in local evangelistic outreach.
It has been a privilege for Maxine and me to
travel throughout Australia and see much
faithful work being carried out in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our prayerful best wishes to you and yours
at this Christmas season.
David Cook is Moderator General, Presbyterian Church of Australia.
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$24.99

The Biggest Story

Kevin DeYoung & Don Clark
(Crossway)

What is at the Top of Your
Congregation's Agenda?

They appear to be from the Pacific Islands, South East Asia and possibly India. The text around the window is from
Acts 1:8 – the command of the risen
Lord Jesus to His disciples to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth.
It is so easy to forget these responsibilities, particularly the privilege and
responsibility we have of doing local
evangelism.
But these windows tell us a great deal
about the mindset of the congregation
that built this building – they wanted to
remember that mission, local and overseas, was central to all that they did.
Each Sunday as they gathered, they
could look up, and remember.
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We all want our congregations to grow.
We all want people in our district to
come to a saving knowledge of the Lord
Jesus.
How will that happen?
We need to keep local evangelism at the
top of our congregation’s agenda. That
takes hard work.
Very hard work, because there will be a
hundred other things that demand our
attention but we must do it if we are to
fulfil our Lord’s command to take the
gospel to those around us.

Paul David Tripp (Crossway Books)

Humans are hardwired for awe.
Our hearts are always captured by something—that’s how God made us.
But, because of sin, our awe capacity has been misdirected away from
our Creator towards that which he created.
Uncovering the lies we believe about all the earthly things that
promise us peace, life, and contentment, Paul Tripp redirects
9
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our gaze to God’s awe-inducing glory—showing how such a
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has the potential to impact our every thought, word,
NEW! vision
and deed.
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Bob Kauflin (Crossway Books)
The question is not “Are you a worshiper?” but rather “What kind of a worshiper are you?”
In True Worshipers, Bob Kauflin, a seasoned pastor and musician, opens our eyes to the
massive significance of being the type of worshiper God is seeking. Rooted in the gospel of
grace and filled with practical application, this book aims to connect Sunday morning to the
rest of your life—helping you fulfill your calling to be a true worshiper each and every day.
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True Worshipers

“...it is very easy for
local mission to ‘fall off
the table’, or fall off a
congregation’s agenda.”
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The second window features Ninian, the
overseas missionary, with three people
who are listening to him intently.

“A couple of years ago,” he
writes, “I attended some seminars
run by an American church growth
expert named Dr Paul Borden. From all
the wisdom he passed on, one thing I remember was that, unless we are very deliberate and diligent, evangelism will almost always ‘fall off the table’ when push
comes to shove in church… practice.
… The fact is that - even if you attend
a church where there is a lot of popular
support for evangelism (as I do) - you really have to keep your eye on the table.
There is so much going on at churches…
that is rightly directed toward people
who already attend. And there are a lot
of unseen forces that work to ensure that
these responsibilities take up all of your
time.” (www.gotherefore.com)
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But Peter is not dressed as a first century
fisherman - he wears the clothing of a
Sydney dockyard worker, and behind
him is the Sydney dockyards. This is a
call to reach out locally, to the people of
Sydney, with the Gospel.

Stephen Liggins, a pastor in Sydney, points out that it is very easy
for local mission to ‘fall off the
table’, or fall off a congregation’s agenda.

REFOR

The building has two remarkable stained glass windows. The
first illustrates John 21, where the
Lord Jesus commands the apostle Peter
to “Feed my sheep”.

In The Biggest Story, Kevin DeYoung—a best-selling author and father of six—leads kids
and parents alike on an exciting journey through the Bible, connecting the dots from the
garden of Eden to Christ’s death on the cross to the new heaven and new earth.
With powerful illustrations by award-winning artist Don Clark, this imaginative retelling of
the Bible’s core message - how the Snake Crusher brings us back to the garden - will draw
children into the biblical story, teaching them that God’s promises are even bigger and
better than we think.

•F

A few years ago I was at a missionary commissioning at
Drummoyne Presbyterian
Church.

NEW!
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$17.99
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Everything a Child Should Know
About God [HC]
Kenneth N. Taylor
(10Publishing)

Help your child discover the wonder of God and His Word! Dr. Kenneth
Taylor explains in child–friendly language the essential Bible truths you want
your child to know. He tells children about God’s creation of the world, why
Jesus came to earth, how the Holy Spirit helps us, and so much more! Give
the child you love the greatest gift of all – a deeper understanding of God.

02 9564 3555
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The Ministers’ Family Camp was
held in the October school holidays, from 29th September – 2nd
October at The Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell Tops.
There were 48 families (including those who slept offsite because there weren’t enough beds!),
with 199 people in total from babies
through to retirees. It was great to have
such a broad range of ministry experience
as well – from one ordained in 1955, right
through to those in their first year of parish ministry. What a blessing to be able to
live together, play together, eat together,
sing together, and spend time throughout
the week catching up with old friends and
meeting new ones. It was fantastic, too, to
see the kids hanging out together and enjoying one another’s company, and to have
older ‘PKs’ come along to run programs
for them. The Bushdance was once again
a highlight, and the “Open Mic” night
continues to bring out of the woodwork
a wealth of talent amongst our ministry
families. Ministers’ Family Camp is held
every two years in the second week of the
October school holidays – we may need to
find a bigger venue for 2017!

John McClean’s daily talks on prayer
were excellent and the various
activities were ideal for engaging the wide spectrum of ages
who were there. It was great to
catch up with families we graduated with, meet lots of new ones
and glean from the experience of
those who have served in ministry
for many years. This was the first time we
have ever felt comfortable enough to let
our young kids roam unsupervised which
is testimony to the atmosphere of warmth
and fellowship that was so clearly evident.
The realities of ministry ensure it can be a
lonely place at times but MFC15 reminded
us that we are part of and supported by a
network of hardworking families that is so
much bigger than our own. I can’t thank
the team at PY and other volunteers who
gave it their all to serve those who serve.
Keep fighting the good fight and we’ll see
you in 2017!”
Dave, Charmaine, Jasmine, Sophie & Ashleigh Brookes - Romans 12:5.

Here’s what two families had to say about it:

“Why does an old codger like me go to
the Minister’s Family Camp? My children
have all grown up and produced their own
brood.

“MFC15 was our very first ministers’ family camp and it’s difficult to give it the
high praise it deserves in such few words
- but here goes. The camp followed a well
thought out structure but not once did it
feel like we were simply ‘doing a program’.

While sometimes feeling like I have the
premature onset of rigor mortis (the non
contagious sort, although everyone eventually gets it), and knowing I was well beyond the exertion of the traditional soccer match, Jenny and I arrived at Stanwell
Tops Conference Centre for a brilliant 3 ½
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days. There were so many families, we had
to bunk down at Bruce and Pat Christian’s
(my old fellowship leader’s place) at Bulli.
To make sure that Bruce and I weren’t
the oldest, Jonathan Boyall (Senior) also
turned up to keep an eye on the “young
turks”. He was introduced by Bruce as one
of the key figures in establishing our own
training institute, now Christ College, after
Church Union 1977. You couldn’t wipe the
smile off us old blokes as we interacted and
fellowshipped with the younger generation of ministers and their families. There
was such a din over meal times that we
had to sit with our ears cocked at the next
person’s mouth to hear what they said (or
learn to lip read!). Seriously though Jonathan’s presence and his hearty laugh was
such a tonic to our ears as we recounted his
4 hours on Blaney Station waiting for the
train to return and discover him after suffering a stroke.
As well as delighting in small groups discussing and praying over God’s Word we
were all encouraged to mine God’s very
great and precious promises so our prayers
are aligned with God’s will. Our dear
brother John McClean expounded God’s
Word with beautiful simplicity and clarity.
I’m sure I said it several times in personal
conversations that I could die a very happy
man after seeing with my own eyes the calibre of the colleagues and their wives and
families that our Sovereign and gracious
Father has raised up to give godly leadership in our denomination and we all must
praise Him accordingly.”
Pastor Paul Beringer
(retired - you must be joking!)

Every Wednesday morning, Lucy
orders a cappuccino
and I order a flat white.
If we are feeling a little indulgent,
we may share a cherry Danish too.
Thus begins our weekly meet up. It
is a highlight of my week, not least
because I enjoy Lucy’s company but
also because we have the chance to
chew the fat (no pastry pun intended),
discuss our walks with God, pray and
reflect on our latest readings.
Lucy has almost finished her 2-year METRO traineeship. METRO has three strands:
personal godliness, theological reflection
and ministry skills. Lucy and I did not know
each other very well when I became her
trainer but it seemed a great opportunity
for spiritual growth – not least for me! I was
even assigned a coach in the form of Lynette
Cain (nee Nancarrow). METRO takes mentoring seriously and I have been really grateful to grow in this area of ministry.
When we meet every week, Lucy and I discuss our Bible reading and personal walk
with God. As recommended by METRO,
we have been reading through the Bible
over 2 years and I have to say Lucy is closer
to target than I am. Each week we try to devote 30 minutes to pray together. We didn’t
want to make prayer the after thought or
the “wrap up” for our time together but instead really pray about our own godliness,
the girls we minister to and our personal
situations. Picking a chapter of Proverbs
each week has been a great springboard for
prayer. As women who minister to others,
we can never have enough godly wisdom.
Lucy has also been active in her local
church (Southern Cross, Lismore) serving in a variety of ways. From music to
kids ministry, youth group to preaching
at women’s events, small groups to discipleship, leading Christian meditation
on campus and an evangelistic talk in the
public square; Lucy has had a multitude
of opportunities to serve and explore different forms of ministry. In her first year
of being a METRO trainee, Lucy also had
the privilege of going on an overseas short-

term mission trip to Taiwan with
her church.
It has been exciting to see Lucy
grow in ministry skills and observe
her giftedness in pastoral care and
preaching. God willing, I hope she can
further develop these gifts. More importantly, I have seen Lucy’s character under
stress! I have been encouraged to see her
return to the fountain that is Christ when
she has been feeling stretched emotionally
and mentally. When she had the opportunity to present a seminar on prayer, it was
encouraging for me to know that she lived
this out behind closed doors.
As Lucy’s trainer, my main role has been
overseeing her ministry at the university
and in encouraging her in personal godliness. I have needed much wisdom in considering the pastoral issues Lucy has been
faced with and ensuring Lucy has been appropriately cared for. It is not often we have
the privilege of being questioned and held
accountable in our own walk with God.
Similarly, if you are anything like me, you
have more books you hope to read than
you have read! Mentoring Lucy has been
a great incentive to read and reflect on the
writings of “wise heads” that have travelled
further down the road than we have. This
creative lass from the country has become
a dear friend and I am very grateful for this
2 year commitment to meet regularly with
her and thus spur each other on.
Mirrilee Back (METRO Trainer)
What I’ve got out of doing Metro…
METRO... where to begin! I feel a little
nostalgic as I begin to think back over the
past two years and all that has happened.
Starting out I was keen to get a real taste
of what full time ministry is like. And I
can’t say it’s been what I expected... but
then again, perhaps that is part of what
ministry tastes like; the unexpected. I’ve
discovered that it tastes like hard work and
deep prayer, it tastes like daily dependence
on God and his promises, it tastes like joy
and delight at watching God work, along
with sadness at seeing the brokenness of
the world more intimately, it tastes like
humility and sin exposed and it tastes like
grace and grace and grace... and, as Mirrilee mentioned, sometimes it tastes like a
Cherry Danish and a Cappuccino at Flock
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cafe down a sneaky alleyway in Lismore!
I’m so grateful for the many opportunities
I’ve had over the past two years to try my
hand at many different kinds of ministry.
My focus, however, has been discipling
young women at university- meeting one
to one with them, teaching them how to
read the Bible and apply it to their lives.
The breadth of ministry experience has
been challenging but wonderful and hopefully has equipped me for serving well in
the local church, whether that’s in a fulltime capacity or not.
One of the very best things about METRO
though has been the focus on growing in
personal godliness. Having Mirrilee as my
mentor has been at the heart of a deeply
formative METRO experience and I’ve tried
my best to be a sponge, soaking up all her
wisdom, experience, skills and godliness.
Having the opportunity to meet with her
weekly and glean wisdom has been a massive blessing over the past couple of years.
METRO hasn’t been easy though. There
have been plenty of challenges along the
way. Again and again I’ve had to think
about why I’m doing this and where to find
the strength to keep serving when feeling
exhausted. As I’ve ministered and taught
the word of God to others, he has really
used it to expose sin and weakness in my
own life. So it has been a time of vulnerability, a time of growth in knowing my
dependence on God for salvation as well
as strength. He has been ever faithful and
I am grateful for the many ways that I have
seen him at work in me and those around
me over my time doing METRO.
Lucy Bidgood (METRO Trainee)

2016

METRO
Conference
29 Feb - 2 Mar
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PY Timothy Partnership

When a Christian SRE (CSRE) teacher delivers Special Religious Education (SRE) in
NSW public schools, parents and schools
can trust the students in their care will receive high quality, engaging and beneficial
teaching, as they question, explore and discover the Christian faith.

What is the value of SRE?

Some tips as you prepare
for teaching SRE in 2016:
1. At the beginning of each year the children will be testing your boundaries.
They will want to know that you are
someone they can trust, someone they
can believe. So if you say you will do
something next lesson, be sure to follow through.
2. Don’t take it personally! If kids muck
up, don't take it personally. It's just not
true that if they like you they'll always
be cooperative. What has happened
before they arrive, what they've eaten
and how they've been treated by others has a bearing, so too does windy
weather, and if they would rather be
doing something else.
3. Think of each child as you prepare
(to keep your lesson realistic), pray
for the group, then set off, expecting
to enjoy what God will do in you all
during your time together.
4. Get to know the school staff and do
your best to work with them for the
benefit of the children. Have an open
friendly attitude, interesting lessons,
stick to time and seek their advice.
5. Talk with your classroom teacher
about the system used for behaviour management and ask if you
can tap into it in your lessons.
6. Take every opportunity to involve
every child. When someone gives a
good answer say, 'Who else was going
to say that?' Include yes/no questions
of opinion by asking for a show of
hands for each. Always give a 'don't
know' or 'still deciding' option when
appropriate.

16 The Pulse

There are many reasons why Christian
SRE/scripture is beneficial for students,
from both an educational and personal
perspective.

Educational
While the purpose of SRE is to help children teach the Christian faith, SRE contributes to a child’s broader education in a
variety of ways:
• PDHPE: During SRE, students question
and explore their own values and beliefs,
as well as those underpinning our society. This contributes to many key learning
areas in the PDHPE (Personal Development, Health and Physical Education)
syllabus with regard to understanding
and valuing oneself and others, and making responsible lifestyle decisions.
• HSIE, History and Geography: In SRE,
students will discover the link between
Christianity and our past and present
values, morals and laws, as well as learn
about history through the Bible. This directly relates to many key learning areas
in the NSW and Australian curriculum,
including topics such as change and continuity, the past and the present, Australian, world and global history.
• English/Literacy: Our Question-ExploreDiscover approach encourages students
to think critically and draw their own
conclusions. This enhances communication skills and contributes to literacy.
• Creative Arts: Through music, games, art,
craft and drama, students will discover
the Christian faith in ways that encourage creativity and enhance creative arts
educational outcomes.

Personal
In learning about the Bible, Jesus, God’s
plan and Christian values through SRE
students can:
• Have the freedom to ask questions and
make important discoveries about them-

selves and their personal beliefs;
• Gain insights into the morals and values of society, and explore their own response to them;
• Discover the depth of God’s love for
them, and consider how they might treat
others in response to this love;
• Receive teaching from older Christian
mentors who are appropriate role models; and
• Grow in their personal Christian faith.

SRE Teacher Training
• SRE teachers appointed by Christian SRE
providers must have completed teacher
training, including a minimum of one
unit of study on classroom management.
• SRE teachers must also undertake specific training, known as “Basic SRE Teacher
Training”, which is delivered by several
providers.

Child Safety
• SRE teachers must have a verified and
current Working with Children Check,
issued by the NSW Office of the Children’s Guardian, and carry a card confirming this plus they are authorised
by an SRE Provider when on a school
premises.
• SRE teachers must also have undertaken
recognised child protection training,
preferably through the “Safe Churches”
framework, with refresher training required every three years.
• Christian SRE providers will only authorise SRE teachers who are endorsed by the
leaders of a local church or faith community, who know the character of the prospective teacher.

Curriculum
SRE teachers must use a curriculum approved by a provider. These chosen curricula encourage students to question, explore and discover the Christian faith, in
an age appropriate and engaging way, while
recognising a variety of learning styles.
If you would like to be an SRE Teacher
or an SRE helper in the classroom in
2016, or you would like any more information about SRE in your area, please
contact Peter Adamson, the PY SRE Director on 02 8567 4760 or email him at
peteradamson@pynsw.org.au.

Theology isn’t
just for pastors,
teachers, and
professors
The goal of The Timothy Partnership is
to equip every Christian, everywhere. We
have students from all over Australia and
some overseas. It doesn't matter if you can't
get to a Bible College, you can study Theology from home now with the Timothy
Partnership.
“What’s the first thing you think of when you
hear the word theology? Do you think of unpronounceable words, or dusty books from
centuries ago, or perhaps lengthy sermons?
If you had to choose between studying theology and reading a book on practical tips for
your daily life, which would you choose?”

ing, purpose, significance, and identity is
grounded in who you are as a redeemed
and adopted child of God.

John Piper, from Desiring God, wrote a
great article earlier this year about how theology isn't just for academic professions!
The article was aimed at mothers, however
the points made can apply to all of us.

While books with practical tips are useful
for some things, the hope they provide can
be short-lived. In truth, it is in theology, in
our study of who God is and what he has
done, that gives us the real hope, real wisdom, and real peace that we need in our
lives — the kind that lasts. It’s theology
— knowing God — that anchors us in the
chaos of this world.

For many of us, the mere thought of studying theology seems way beyond what our
daily life can handle. We might think, at
this stage in my life, I can’t learn theology.

So, theology isn’t just for pastors, teachers,
and professors; it’s for you too. And it’s not
for another stage of life. It’s vital for you
right here, right now.

The truth is we desperately need theology
for all our daily tasks. We need theology for
parenting, in the workplace, decisions for
spending, planning for the future etc.

In whatever stage of life you are in, or
wherever you are living, maybe you could
consider studying the bible through the
Timothy Partnership in 2016.

The word theology comes from the Greek
words theos (God) and logos (word or
body of knowledge). Theology is the body
of knowledge about God, or put simply, the
study of God. As Christians, we should desire
to know all we can about God. After all, he
is our Maker, Creator, Sustainer, and Saviour.

For more information on what units are
available or how the course works please
visit timothypartnership.com.au

• When theology intersects with our daily
lives we find that it isn’t just for Bible College professors, but for all of us.
• Everything is under God’s control, and he is
not surprised by any of your circumstances.
Your theology reminds you in that moment
that his intentions for you are good, and
that he is working all things out for your
good and his glory (Romans 8:28).
• When your meaning becomes merged with
your role as mother, father, colleague, friend
or child, it’s your theology that reminds you
that your identity is found in Christ. It’s not
found in how successful you are, or in how
well-behaved your child is, or in how neat
and clean you keep your home. Your mean-

“I began studying part time through the
Timothy Partnership when it began in
2009. I've recently completed the Diploma of Theology and loved it so much
I've now started an Advanced Diploma.
Theology tells us who God is and who
we are in his world. If we don't get our
ideas about that from God’s word, then
the world around us will shout its ideas at
us very loudly – we are bombarded with
its demands. Studying God’s word in a
formal way has helped to deepen my understanding of it, and it helps equip me
to wrestle with and answer the big questions of life, whether from my children, my
friends, or my Bible Study group.”
Stacey Chapman

Units on offer in Semester 1,
2016 will be:
OT202 Old Testament Prophets & writings
OT240 Old Testament Overview
TH210 The Doctrine of God & The Person
& Work of Christ
CH202 The Church from 1550 to Modern Times
PC249 a, b, c, d Guided Spiritual Formation
DM201 Foundations of Christian Education
PC201/PC301 Ministry Formation
DM210/DM310 Foundations of Youth Ministry
EM223/EM324 Foundations for Evangelism
EM226/EM426 Church Planting
PE211 Ethics & Contemporary Problems

Plus Youthworks College
Summer Intensives
(1st-5th February – Newtown):
DM211/DM411 Youth in the Churches
DM222/DM421 Children’s Ministry Skills
DM210D/DM310D Foundations of Youth Ministry
DM220/DM320 Introduction to Church-based
Children’s Ministry
NT240 New Testament Overview
LA004A* New Testament Greek
* try before you buy – classes continue
throughout the semester
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from us to you...

From the team at Jericho Road, we pray that as you remember our great saviour’s birth this
Christmas that you will know the depth of God’s love for you. Thank you for your prayers
and support over this year and we look forward to working with you in 2016.

Yes, we know. It doesn’t sound very serious… that’s kind of the point. What we
want is a great day out with family, friends
and folk from church where we can have
some fun and enjoy each other’s company
and where everyone can join in… as well
as enjoy a little light-hearted competition.
As well as having some fun, we want to raise
some funds for some of Jericho Road’s services that need financial support. There will
be a small rego fee to cover costs and we
will be encouraging individuals and teams
to seek sponsorship for their amazing race.

There will be three categories of event:
1. The Really Serious People Event: This
will be a 6 to 8 kilometre self-timed
run or ride for those who want a little
friendly competition.
2. The More Leisurely Event: This will be
a 2 to 4 kilometre track that you can
walk, ride, push or run, either by yourself, with your family or with a group.
3. The Cake Walk Event: For those who
just want to wander for a while… and
then eat cake.
18 The Pulse

The location is ideal for parents with kids
who can make the most of the circular
track and still be in eyesight… and it is
also ideal for the Cake Walkers to watch
the goings on and then wait with their
picnic lunch for the Really Serious People to finish.
We’ve deliberately chosen a Saturday as
lots of these kinds of events are on Sunday
mornings, when most of us are at church.
So lock the date in, and make a day of it!
More information and registration will be
available on our website closer to the date.
www.jerichoroad.org.au

IAN JOhNsTON

JOHN HUNTER HOSPITAL

wa l k i n G w i t h p e o p l e i n
the hard times
chrIsTINe MAr

P R I N C E O F WA L E S H O S P I T A L

They had been visiting their son, intending to be in Australia for only a few weeks
and then to return to Korea. But then there
was a car crash, a broken back and endless
months in hospital. Being the ward chaplain
on the Spinal Unit lead me to this bewildered, isolated Korean couple - Mr and Mrs
S* Only until I had entered the room did I
realise both spoke no English. It was too late
for me to organise an interpreter and rude
just to leave the room. And so I approached
the bedside, smiled at the couple and introduced myself to them as best I could. Mrs S
had a translating App on her phone which
allowed us to communicate in a somewhat
patchy way to one another. She would speak
Korean very quickly into the phone and a
garbled translation of English would be spoken out. I would do the reverse.

This year Jericho Road will again deliver
over 200 Packed with Love Christmas
Hampers to families and individuals in
need. Many thanks to Scots Bellevue Hill,
the Dorcas Committee and the many
other individuals and church groups who
have made this year’s hampers possible.
We pray that as they are delivered those
who receive them know of God’s great
love for them.

The Race is on! The Jericho Road Race is
happening again on Saturday 5th March
2016 at the Parramatta River Foreshore.

HOSPITAL
CHAPLAINCy

I discovered that they were Christian and
Mrs S was very keen for me to sit down and
“talk” with her. Perhaps it was my Asian
face, or the fact that I had time to stay and
offer some sort of comfort - but each time I
visited this couple they appeared more than
eager for me to be there. I was able to read a
Bible passage in English and Mrs S read the
same back in Korean. Then I asked her how
I could pray for them and did so in English. Sometimes she would turn on some
Christian hymns and other times both the
patient and his wife would be saying “Amen”
throughout the prayer.
I did often wonder, ‘what is my role here?’
and ‘how much difference can I make without a common language’. However whenever I entered the room I could see Mrs
S’s face light up and she obviously wanted
me to be part of this lonely experience of
being stuck in hospital with her paralysed
husband - no matter how small and insignificant this part felt for me. Our common
language was spiritual. We were family in
Christ. I was the “God person” amidst all the
other strange faces. We were able to connect
through His Word and His Spirit. He understood our languages. He was the One to
provide comfort, strength and perseverance
in this unimaginably difficult situation. It’s
His work in the end and I felt privileged to
play a small part in what He is doing in the
lives of His people.

As a hospital Chaplain in a very large Regional Hospital I try to visit the Emergency
and Intensive Care Wards first, then those
patients who have come the greatest distance for their treatment, as they are much
less likely to have their Minister available to
call in and pray for them. Family and friends
too, often find it difficult to visit on a regular basis because of the travel time required
and the cost of accommodation in the City.
My Poem is about this dear elderly lady who
was in just that situation when I saw her
name and locality on my Chaplain's list.

but nothing like that even got started, no
memories with joy went on show,
until I launched into, "Jesus loves me",
the Bible it does tell me so.
her face was beginning to soften, the memories brought deep humility,
I rejoiced as I heard her saying, "Perhaps
you could pray for me!"
I reached out my hand and I asked her if her
hand I could hold for a while,
Just while I prayed to the Father, for this
daughter who needed His smile.
And when we had finished our praying, and
my visit had come to an end,
I offered my tract about Jesus, and the
Hymn which says he's our friend.
The lady, unworthy no longer, reached up
with her outstretched hands,
and gladly read of the Saviour, who
saved her and taught her to dance.

KeITh wAlKer

ROYAL NORTH SHORE

ODE TO A FARMER'S WIFE

It was just after "Rest Time", with patients
still sleeping, the Nurses were busy updating
their notes.
I had "Out-of-Towner's", brought in from
the Country, and I wanted to see those
"Long Distant" ones first.
One of those patients was a little old lady, a
Farmer's wife from way out "the Back"
She was a widow with no close relations, no
one to visit and take up the slack.
Almost engulfed in pillows and dooners, the
sides on her bed were raised like a Cot,
I nearly walked past that small grey haired
lady, so frail and alone, like they all had forgot.
So I put on my friendliest face and mustered a heart warming smile,
before announcing my mission, to visit
all the "Pressies" on File.
The Lady responded quite quickly, when
she realised I was one of her own.
"I used to teach Sunday School children,
when I lived with my parents at home".
Then I asked her how she was going, and
what the hospital staff hoped to gain.
she shook her head with much sadness,
"My body is wracked with great pain!"
"Perhaps I could pray for that with you" I
said with all the confidence I had,
But she buried her face in the pillow, and
told me, "I'm probably too bad."
"When I married, we moved to the country,
to the Bush and onto a farm
then little by little things took over, the
fences, the shearing, the barn.
It was quite a long trip for the groceries,
even further for mechanical parts,
when you factored in Church on a Sunday, it really challenged our hearts.
So I really don't think that I'm worthy, to
ask for your prayers for my pain,
For I left God and His house off my "Do
List", and didn't go near Him again.
My heart ached for this suffering lady, who
had toiled many years on the land
So I pulled out a tract about Jesus, and
the Hymn that says he's our friend.
I thought if I sang a few lines of this wonderful faith lifting hymn,
my suffering patient might remember,
and start putting her trust in him.

It’s unusual for a Chaplain (or any Minister)
to be in a Delivery Room with a family. I’d
received a call from the Social Worker that
the family requested I be there. It was Monday and the week was off and running well
and truly.
I arrived and met the couple and the mother
of the woman giving birth. Little did I know
that the couple had gone home Friday,
knowing that they would never enjoy the
daughter that they had been expecting.
Here I was, the Chaplain, and here they
were, waiting the birth of the still born child
they would never really know. I met the couple briefly, sat down to talk with the mother
who had raced to her daughter’s side from
her country of birth. Everyone was shellshocked, shattered for the loss.
Later that night the daughter was born, baby
Faith*. The next day I was back together
with the family and we were doing a remembrance/thanksgiving Service for baby
Faith, the couple, the mother of the father’s
parents. We cried, read the Scriptures, gave
thanks and prayed.
Once the Coroner had done his work, the
family asked me to do their funeral. We held
it in the Hospital Chapel, a small gathering,
some staff, midwives and Manager. The father of the mother “Skyped” and was able
to be in the service. Again we wept, remembered, they expressed their loss, I read the
Scriptures and talked about Jesus.
Since then I’ve met them three more times
and I pray they find comfort in the Lord
who is able to provide the comfort that they
seek and pray that they may find “faith” in
the Lord of life and death, Jesus Christ.
* Real names withheld
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ROCHELLE JOINS
the Jericho road
chaplaincy team

As Rhonda Daley lightens her load and
leaves Allowah Presbyterian Children’s
Hospital in January 2016 (she will still be
working at Hornsby, so it is not goodbye!)
Rochelle Weston joins the Jericho Road
Chaplaincy Team.

EARLy
CHILDHOOD
SERVICES

Rochelle will be working at Allowah and
one day a week at Children’s Hospital
Westmead. Rochelle comes to Hospital Chaplaincy after spending the last 8
years working as both a Ministry Worker
at Thomas Hassall Anglican College and
Registered Nurse at the Kings School
Health Centre. She has had the opportunity to pastorally care for students, parents and staff in both of these positions.
Rochelle enjoys looking for the hand of
God in people’s stories, and delights in
the way that God can so easily become the
topic of conversation. It is a privilege to
enter into what God is doing in a person’s
life, and journey with them for the time
that He ordains.

pressures their families face from 15yrs
of nursing at The Children’s Hospital at
Westmead, as well as training in both
counselling and theology. Hospital Chaplaincy is an opportunity to bring the hope
of Jesus to children, families and staff in
their time of need when they are asking the big questions of life. Rochelle is
thankful to the Lord for this opportunity,
and thankful for the supportive team at
Jericho Road that she will be joining who
will have much to teach her about being a
Hospital Chaplain.

For Rochelle, there is no greater joy than
caring for children in need, like the children at Allowah Presbyterian Children’s
Hospital and the Children’s Hospital at
Westmead. She brings to these roles an
understanding of the sick child and the

Rochelle is looking forward to becoming a
part of the family at Allowah Presbyterian
Children’s Hospital. As a volunteer she
has seen the Staff offer hope to children
and families entering through their doors,
and it has been inspirational. She looks

DID yOU kNOW
THAT THE WORk Of OUR
HOSPITAL AND GAOL CHAPLAINS
IS NOT fULLy fUNDED? WE
RELy ON yOUR GENEROUS
DONATIONS TO MAkE THEIR
WORk POSSIBLE. yOU CAN
SUPPORT OUR CHAPLAINS By
MAkING A DONATION IN ANy Of
THE fOLLOWING WAyS:

forward to becoming a part of this team,
and joining in the work that God is doing
at this His place of rainbow colours, smiling faces and fun. She looks forward to
meeting the multitude of volunteers who
are committed to loving the children at
Allowah by taking them for walks, reading books, playing games, doing craft and
sharing Jesus at Kids Church. For, “how,
then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe
in the one whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can they
preach unless they are sent? How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”-Romans 10:14-15. Please pray that
the Lord will equip Rochelle and her feet
to do His work at Allowah and the Children’s Hospital.

bY PHONE using a credit card
Please call Barrie Hoppitt on Ph: 02 9690 9322
bY MAIL OR FAX using a credit card
You can download a form from our website
bY DIRECT DEPOSIT to our bank account
BSB – 032 000
Account – 003 988
Please include "Jericho Rd Donation" in the description.
If you would like a receipt please email bhoppitt@
pcnsw.org.au with the date of the donation, the amount
and your details.

makinG Jesus known
By Jon Flood
Children’s Services Manager
Jericho Road oversees eight Early Childhood Services - Bathurst, Campbelltown,
Hawkesbury (Windsor), Sutherland, Tamworth, Tregear, the Scots College Early
Years Centre at Rose Bay, and Scots College Out of Hours Care at Bellevue Hill. It’s
been another exciting year for our network
of services. Each of our services are supported by their local church or school community, who lovingly guide these centres
of learning and make connection with and
support the families that use these services.
We strive to provide high quality services
that the children and families we serve can
depend on and in a way that seeks justice,
shows mercy, and makes Jesus known. Under God’s guidance we seek to reach out to
families who might not otherwise be able
to access early childhood education, where
there are children with additional needs, or
to help families that are in need.
Caring for children and families in our
Early Childhood Services is not new to the
Presbyterian Church in NSW. Indeed two
of our services recently celebrated their 40
year anniversary! Last year St Mark’s Preschool and Long Day Care Centre (a ministry of St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church,
Tamworth) celebrated this special birthday.
And in September, Elizabeth Chifley Presbyterian Preschool (a ministry of Bathurst

bY PAYPAL using our website www.jerichoroad.org.au

AT hAwKesbury PresbyTerIAN PreschOOl
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Presbyterian Church) celebrated 40 years
with a special celebration including a tree
planting with the Mayor.
Our preschool at Windsor has been renamed to Hawkesbury Presbyterian Preschool, seeking to serve the Hawkesbury
district with our partner church Hawkesbury District Presbyterian Church. This
preschool also has a long tradition and
specialises in helping children with additional needs. Regular Bible spots introduced this year have added to Christian
learning as the children have loved learning more from the Bible through pictures,
movement and music. One of the other
features of this preschool is multiple generations from the same families who have
had children educated for by our friendly
and nurturing staff.
At Campbelltown Presbyterian Community Child Care Centre in Sydney’s
southwest we were sad to farewell our
long-standing director Mary Nagy earlier
in the year. Campbelltown is our most
varied service with care and education
provided for babies, pre-schoolers as well
as school-aged kids through our out-ofschool hours care service. In the middle
of the year we welcomed Jackie Domanski
as Director, to lead the hard working team
at Campbelltown.
Our southernmost service is Sutherland
Presbyterian Church Preschool. Sutherland has a real heart for serving their community. For example, in the 2014 bush
fire crisis the children and families from
this preschool collected much food for the
victims of fire in, as one child put it, the
“Bluey” Mountains. The Director Lisa Collins started in January 2014 and leads an
experienced team of caring educators, supported by a very active church run board.
In Sydney’s west we have Tregear Presbyterian Preschool, an early childhood education service for 3 to 5 year olds with a particular focus on reaching out to Indigenous
children. As well as providing high quality
education and care Tregear also links into
the church’s food program, giving food
hampers to those that need them, and

running a low-cost canteen for access to
healthy foods at Preschool, as well as giving
breakfast to children if required. Tregear
has collected many awards in recognition

ON The bus AT TreGeAr

of their excellent work across a number of
areas including an award from the NSW
Health’s Munch and Move program, and a
“Kids and Traffic” road safety award.
As part of providing a quality Christian
education for boys of all ages, The Scots
College run the Early Years Centre for
preschool-aged boys and Out of Hours
Care for school-aged boys. The Early Years
Centre is co-located with St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Rose Bay and employs the
Reggio Emilia education philosophy modelling a partnership with children, teachers and parents, in which learning occurs
in a happy, fun, loving, caring and homely
environment rich in opportunities for the
boys' discovery and learning. The Early
Years Centre, and the Out of Hours Care
service, make up an important part of the
fabric of Scots College life.
As you can see we have so much to be
thankful for in Early Childhood Services.
At our recent conference, hosted by Sutherland Presbyterian Church, the theme was
“Making Jesus Known”. It was an opportunity to share together, learn from each
other and our guest speakers, and celebrate
the joy it is to be part of.
Thank you for praying for Early Childhood
Services and supporting us in many ways.
It is such a privilege to serve these children
and their families and to make our Lord
Jesus known.
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taKinG the Gospel to all nations in 2050
Motor Yat is an APWM Partner Church
missionary to South Sudan. However
the South Sudanese civil war has prevented him from returning there and
so he has been serving in Ethiopia
among South Sudanese refugees for
nearly two years.
The immediate implication of Jesus’
commission in Matthew 28:16-20 is
unavoidable and timeless for his disciples. Until Jesus returns, we are all on
mission all the time. We are committed
to lifelong disciple-making of people
from all nations.
For many years Christians have left their
homes to do disciple-making in other cultures and countries. As much as ever, we
want to see this happening now and for
years to come. And those who don’t go
need to keep partnering with overseas gospel workers in prayer and finances. This is
a timeless, generous and strategic commitment to the great commission.
I’ve been thinking about how to prepare
ourselves for living out the great commission in the next few decades; particularly
how younger people can be preparing now,
whether they might live in Australia or
overseas. This is what I have so far:
1. Personally partner an overseas gospel
worker. There is no better way to keep our
eyes lifted to the ends of the earth than to
have our personal finances and prayers tied
up with someone we know engaged in gospel work overseas.
2. Connect with other Christians when
travelling overseas. International travel is increasingly common for holidays and work.
When we travel, let’s look for opportunities
to connect with other believers. We have full
itineraries and want to prioritize the tourist highlights, but visiting a church service
for an hour or so, even if we don’t understand the language, grows our personal connection to Jesus’ worldwide, multi-ethnic
church, and we’re a little better equipped to
pray for it and support it.
3. Connect with gospel workers when
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overseas. Visiting an overseas gospel worker in their own context helps us understand
them and their work. With careful planning
we can be an encouragement to them over a
coffee, meal or prayer time. We could help
with some tasks (e. g. maintenance or caring for their children for a couple of hours)
without turning them into our ‘missions
tour guide’.
4. Think creatively about world mission.
Traditional mission models may not be the
most effective strategies for gospel work in
every corner of the world into the future. We
need Christians who are thinking creatively
about globalization, urbanization (around
1 billion people live in urban slums), technology and social media. We need creative
strategies for work in regions that are too
expensive or dangerous to sustain foreign
gospel workers. Whatever course of study,
training, profession or hobbies we are engaged in, we want to keep thinking how
they might be used by God to advance the
gospel to the ends of the earth.
5. Get equipped for world mission. A
significant way to prepare ourselves (especially younger people) for world mission is
to spend time with people from other cultures and learn another language. Over the
next few decades almost all of us will be in
regular contact with people who speak a
language other than English.
6. Be a disciple-maker now. Keep on making the most of every opportunity God gives
us for sharing Jesus with others and making
disciples wherever we are right now.
These are the things I’ve been thinking
through for how my congregation, family
and I live out the Jesus’ command to make
disciples now and into the next few decades.
What else might we be doing?

Russell Smidt serves as the senior minister
of New Life Presbyterian Church in Gungahlin (ACT). This article first appeared
on the Australian website GoThereFor.com
and is reproduced by kind permission.

W H y CA N ’ T yO U R E T U R N TO
SOUTH SUDAN?

South Sudan has been engulfed in a civil
war since December 2013. It began with
a political dispute within the government
which sparked mass killing in the capital
city, Juba. This then spread to other parts of
the country. The dispute is between the two
largest tribes in South Sudan, the Dinka
majority and the Nuer. I am Nuer and if I
were to return to South Sudan then my life
would be in danger. Some Nuer ministers
have already been killed.
HOW MANy SOUTH SUDANESE
REfUGEES ARE THERE IN
ETHIOPIA?

Nearly half a million. Most of them are Nuer.

wanted: BiBle colleGe
lecturer vanuatu
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
is looking for someone to serve as a fulltime lecturer at the Talua Theological Institute, the Bible College of the Presbyterian
Church of Vanuatu.
The ideal candidate will have
• a heart for training the next generation of
pastors and leaders in gospel ministry in
Vanuatu
• either a Bachelor or a Master’s degree in
theology
• pastoral experience in Australia or elsewhere
Please note that the position requires the
raising of Partnership Support.
For further enquiries please contact the
APWM Office 8073 7490 national@apwm.
org.au or Kevin Murray 0421 366 720
kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

W H AT I S yO U R M I N I S T R y
AMONG THE REfUGEES?

I’m sharing the Word of God so that they
may know God. People are asking “Why
did God allow this to happen to us? Our
people have been killed and our wives
raped.” I share the Bible because if they
have peace with God then later they will
have peace with other people. This ministry among the refugees is not easy because
of the trauma that they have experienced.
The Ethiopian government only permits
people from approved organisations to go
into the camp and I have been able to get
permission to go in on behalf of the Presbyterian Church of Ethiopia.
W H AT PA R T D O E S T H E P R E S ByTERIAN CHURCH Of ETHIOP I A P L Ay I N T H I S ?

It’s a young denomination. It sends people
with a small Megavoice mp3 player into the
camps so that people can gather in groups to
hear Bible talks. They provide some clothing
and flour to refugees as they arrive.

W H AT I S E N C O U R A G I N G yO U
AS yO U S E RV E A M O N G T H E
REfUGEES?

People are willing to come and hear the
Word of God. Since they are in a refugee
camp they don’t have anything else to do so
any Bible study that I run has a lot of people!
Motor is currently in Australia on leave.
This is because his wife has divorced him.
His minister., Michael Jensen, from Clayton Presbyterian Church has written the
following statement:
“As Motor Yat’s pastor I would like to update you on recent developments in his life
and ministry.
Motor has recently returned to Australia
for three months following a very challenging time in Ethiopia and Kenya where he
has been ministering to refugees.
Over the last few years Motor has hinted at
some struggles in his marriage to his wife
Nyariang. Both Motor and his wife have
been deeply affected by the ongoing civil
war in South Sudan.
Nyariang was in the north of South Sudan and was able to escape the conflict in
Malakal and Nasir crossing the border to
find refuge in the Ethiopian town of Gambella. Motor was able to meet up with her
there and later travel with her to Addis Ababa. Sadly however she has been unwilling
to remain with Motor, seeking to withdraw
from the marriage bond on a number of occasions. Sadly, she has established a relationship with another man in Kenya. Motor has
been in anguish during this time, seeking to
be reconciled with his wife, but she has pursued a divorce which has now taken place.
[This is a very brief summary of all that has
taken place.]

to seek the Lord's way forward. We believe
forgiveness and the removal of all bitterness are essential qualities for Motor to
know in his own heart in order to return to
the broken and wounded people of South
Sudan who have themselves experienced
the tragic breakdown of relationships that
have led to bitter fighting, many deaths and
deep wounds in the hearts of many people.
We love Motor very much. His gentle spirit
has been sorely tested during this very challenging time. Please keep Motor and us in
your prayers as we believe the Lord is working
deeply in his life to prepare him to be an instrument of reconciliation among his people.”
U P DAT E :

J O H N & R O S E E VA N S
John & Rose and their six children are
currently in Australia on home assignment until mid March 2016 when they
will return to Japan. They will be speaking in many churches during that time and
spending time with their extended family.
They write “We are conscious of God’s
strength in our weakness - Japan is such a
tough place for the gospel to go out, and
we often wonder how he can use us here.
We are nervous about leaving at this stage
(it’s going to be tough to leave all our relationships here for six months).The reality
is, that we are weak but God is strong, and
he has chosen to use us in our weakness, as
he has you. Let’s pray that we will be brave
and bold in his strength.”

As Motor's sending church we have recommended to him that he returns to his home
base following this very difficult and challenging time, for spiritual renewal. Motor's
experience has been filled with anguish
and like Hosea of old he has been learning
how much God loves his people even when
they reject him and pursue other things.
We are currently providing biblical counselling to assist Motor so that he might face
his broken marriage with forgiveness and
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APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2015
This Christmas why not give gifts to your friends and family and at the same time help someone who
doesn't have the basics that we take for granted? The items below can provide for the needs of
Christians and others in our overseas Partner Churches and APWM Aboriginal ministry.
TRAINING (TIMOR LESTE) A gift of $10 will be used toward running a training
conference for Pastors in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste.
LIBRARY BOOKS (INDIA) A gift of $15 will be used to help purchase much-needed
library books for the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India.
Ph.D LIVING EXPENSES (INDIA) A gift of $25 will be used toward living expenses
for a lecturer from the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India,
while studying for a PhD at Christ College Sydney in 2018.
APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) A gift of $40 will help
support APWM Aboriginal ministry in Mount Magnet, Western Australia in
conjunction with PIM.

APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (MOUNT DRUITT, AUSTRALIA) A gift of $40
will help support Rick and Kayleen Manton, APWM Aboriginal ministry workers in
Mount Druitt, Sydney.
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (MYANMAR) A gift of $60 will help support the
Evangelical Reformed Church in its work of educating children.
Ph.D RENT (INDIA) A gift of $100 will be used toward rent for a lecturer from the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Dehradun, India, while studying for a PhD
at Christ College Sydney in 2018.
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE FEES (VANUATU) A gift of $100 will be used to help
pay the fees of a student at the Talua Theological Institute in Vanuatu.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2015 ORDER FORM
HOW IT WORKS

Item

1. Choose the item(s) on our list that you would like to purchase for your
friends/family.

TRAINING (TIMOR LESTE) $10

2. Send us your order, including payment. Please note that these gifts are
not tax deductible.

Ph.D LIVING EXPENSES (INDIA) $25
ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) $40

4. APWM then sends the money to our overseas partners to purchase items
locally, or uses it for APWM ministry as specified in Australia.

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE FEES (VANUATU) $100

Complete this order form and send it with your payment (cheque or money
order made out to ‘APWM’). Please DO NOT send cash.
Payment can also be made via Direct Deposit (details below) or Paypal
(www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance).
Bank: Westpac
Account Name: Australian Presbyterian World Mission
BSB: 032 260 Account #: 151207
For Direct Deposits and Paypal, please write your name in the description
box and send an email informing us of your deposit (finance@apwm.org.au).
All order forms should be mailed to:
APWM Christmas Catalogue
81 Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood NSW 2134
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Cost

LIBRARY BOOKS (INDIA) $15

3. We will send you the cards you have ordered. You are then free to give
these cards to your friends/family for Christmas. The cards state which
gift(s) you have purchased, on their behalf, for someone in one of our
Partner Churches or for APWM Aboriginal ministry. There is no monetary
value printed on the card.

ORDER FORM/PAYMENTS

Qty

ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (MOUNT DRUITT, AUSTRALIA) $40
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (MYANMAR) $60
Ph.D RENT (INDIA) $100
Total
I enclose a cheque / money order for $_____________________ or
I have made a Direct Deposit of $____________________________
Please tick here if you do not wish to receive cards and simply want
to make a donation for these items
Please note that if any item is over-subscribed then the money will be
allocated to a similar need.
Name _______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
Suburb _____________________________________ Postcode ________
Phone ___________________ Email _____________________________

Rick and Tracey Rempel from Epping NSW & Abbotsford Canada, serve with the Missionary Aviation Fellowship ‘Flying Mission Zambia’ team where
Rick is the Chief Pilot.

life
at the

HaNgar

On a weekday and on most Saturdays, and occasionally on a Sunday, there are definite signs of life in and
around the Flying Mission Zambia hangar. From Monday to Friday there are a number of the guys who arrive
at 7:15am. By 7:30am there is a devotional with whoever
is around for the day up at the hangar. They have been
going through “My Utmost for His Highest” by Oswald
Chambers which has been really encouraging, but can
sometimes be rather heavy at that hour of the morning.
From there daily tasks are discussed and assigned. Our
auto mechanic goes to work on cars, tractors, forklifts and
other machines. Our aircraft mechanics do maintenance,
inspections, look at engine monitors, as well as check and
change spark plugs. Our pilots refuel or de-fuel the planes,
ready the plane and passengers for flights, and submit
flight plans and clearances for the various flights. Our IT
guy works on our internet and how it connects to each of
the buildings around the FMZ plot and to various other
houses nearby. Our finance lady communicates with the
bank about transfers that keep things running smoothly.
Our grounds manager interacts with the Zambian builders and grounds keepers. Our guest house managers see
to the guests and the Zambian ladies who do the cooking
and cleaning in the guest house. Our MD communicates
with many, many people about many, many things. Our
admin/HR manager communicates via email with people
asking about FMZ and sends out information. We have a
wonderful and diverse team of people working together
at FMZ doing great things for God!
Morning tea break comes and finds those at the hangar
together for a brief moment and the camaraderie is
evident.
Lunch is had down at the guest house around the picnic
tables and many topics are discussed: from children and
their antics, to our challenging electricity shortages, to visitors coming to see what FMZ does, and many other things.
(Occasionally during the school holidays Trace and the
boys will come out for lunch to share in this fellowship).
At 4:30pm things start wrapping up. A plane or two may
be returning, or about to return from a flight, and need
to be back by sundown. Tools get put back in tool boxes
and then returned to storage rooms to be locked up for
the night. Planes that have been worked on throughout
the day will be covered up to protect them from the dust,
birds and mud wasps for the night.
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The

Power of God

When I lived in Vanuatu in the 1990s,
we were dependent on the college
generator to provide electricity.
It was usually started up at about 6pm and
ran until 9pm each night. So we got into the
habit of leaving the light switches on all the
time in our house.
The lights would come on in the evening
when the generator started up and go off
when the generator stopped.
After we returned to Australia, my wife and I
were sitting in the lounge room late one afternoon and it gradually got darker and darker.
It became harder and harder to read, but
we were used to that so we didn’t think anything of it.
Finally we were sitting there in the darkness
when suddenly we remembered that we were
in Australia now. We had 24 hour electricity
– we didn’t have to sit in the dark, we could
turn the light on whenever we wanted.
For a little while we forgot that we had power
available to us whenever we needed it.
Paul says in Romans 1 that the Gospel is the

By Robert McKean

power of God for the salvation of everyone
who believes.
We need to be reminded of that because we
can easily forget that we have the power available to us: power that comes from God himself; power that is effective in the salvation of
everyone who believes. This power of God
must be at the heart of our mission work.
While it is important to learn language and
to understand culture in order to communicate the gospel and connect with others in a
genuine way, if the gospel is not at the heart
of what we are doing then we are robbing
ourselves of the real power that is available to
change people’s lives.
As Tim Keller likes to put it, all other religions
are about giving good advice on what you
have to do to get to God, where as Christianity
is about good news (the Gospel) of what God
has done to bring us to himself. As people take
hold of that good news by trusting Christ, they
experience his power in their lives.

in their lives and we will demonstrate that in
the way that we care for them and share the
gospel with them. We are motivated most effectively by love for God because of what he
did in sending his Son for us.
When Hudson Taylor was director of the
China Inland Mission, he often interviewed
candidates for the mission field. On one occasion, he met with a group of applicants to
determine their motivations for service.
"And why do you wish to go as a foreign missionary?" he asked one.
"I want to go because Christ has commanded
us to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature," was the reply.
Another said, "I want to go because millions
are perishing without Christ."

The Gospel is also the power that motivates
us to go to others and to love and serve them
in the name of Christ.

Others gave different answers. Then Hudson
Taylor said, "All of these motives, however
good, will fail you in times of testings, trials,
tribulations, and possible death. There is but
one motive that will sustain you in trial and
testing; namely, the love of Christ".

As we have experienced God’s grace to change
us, so we will want others to know that power

The gospel is God’s power for the task he has
given us of making disciples of all nations.

A Passion for Making the Bible Available
By Kevin Murray

Some missionaries serve in Australia, mobilising those who serve overseas. Darrell
and Margaret Thatcher left NSW in the mid
1990's to serve at Talua in Vanuatu. They now
serve with Wycliffe in Western Australia.
W hat do y ou do ?

We are the Regional Co-ordinators for
Wycliffe Bible Translators here in Western
Australia. We do three things (1) Teach
why Bible Translation is still needed and
the sorts of ways people can help. This takes
place in churches, at Mission expos and at
theological colleges. (2) Help people explore
whether or not they can be involved directly
with Wycliffe – either in Bible translation or
a support role. At the moment we are working with 13 individuals, couples or families
at various stages. We work through any
questions they have and walk them through
the early stages of their application. Sometimes we run courses that provide a realistic idea of what would be involved in Bible
translation. (3) Care for Wycliffe missionaries from Western Australia and those who
are working here. Prayer is essential and
so we coordinate and encourage prayer for
Bible translation. In addition we support a
monthly Wycliffe Prayer group.
W hat e x cites y ou about
this ministr y ?

It’s exciting to see God at work raising up a
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new generation of Bible translators and people to support them. We play just a small
part. We’ve been really encouraged seeing
people making the decision to serve in this
ministry.
This year we’ve run three Enquirers’ Gatherings. It’s a way to get all those who are thinking about ministry with Wycliffe together so
that they could support and learn from each
other as they think through mission work
and training. All the people we had been
working with individually over the previous few years actually knew at least one of
the others in the group but they didn’t know
they were heading in the same direction!
Through the Enquirers’ Gatherings they are
able to hear from each other how they have
found the process and get some tips and insights from those who are just a few steps
further ahead in the application process.
P lease tell us about the
current translation
needs ?

There are still almost 2000 languages that
don’t have any part of the Bible in the language they understand best. There are many
more that may only have parts of the Bible.
It is really hard to grow as a Christian if you
don’t have access to the Bible as it is through
His Word that God changes hearts. So getting the Bible into these languages is really
important if people are to know Jesus.

W hat training is needed
f or someone to become a
translator ?

To be directly involved in translation requires theological, linguistic and cross-cultural training, so it’s not a quick process. It’s
important to have three years training at a
Theological College focusing on the Bible
and original languages. Wycliffe also runs a
twelve month linguistic and cross-cultural
training course along with some other
courses.

Noticeboard

YEARBOOK & CHURCH DIRECTORY ALTERATIONS
Email addresses

H: (02) 4263 3024

E: jgraham39@bigpond.com

Presbytery Clerk for the Mid North Coast
E: deers2@outlook.com

Rev. John Graham
Rev. Carl Grande

E: carl.grande@woodfordchurch.org.au

Ministers, Home Missionaries, etc.

Rev. Edwin Kwok

at The Entrance on 29 October 2015-earlier
than expected. His permanent address is:-

E: edwin_kwk@yahoo.com.au
Rev. Mark Powell

Postal: 17 Karuah Street, Strathfield NSW
2135
Rev. Jeffrey Read

E: jeffread@tpg.com.au
Rev. Stephen K. Moore

H: (02) 6342 1467

Most of all we look for people who love and
trust Jesus and have a passion to make the
Bible available for others. A love of language
is helpful. We need people who can work
with others because the translation process
involves teamwork.

Rev. Hong Ki Ahn moved into the Manse

73 Roberta Street
TUMBI UMBI NSW 2261.
No phone number as yet.
Please also note Ki is Reverend Ahn’s middle name.

Other

Rev. Noel Creighton

Please note the office of the Presbyterian
Church of Queensland has moved from

KAIROS OUTSIDE FOR
WOMEN SYDNEY

Dinner to mark Henty
Lockhart centenary

Have you or someone you know ever had a
friend or relative in prison?
If so, you'll understand the hurt and pain
experienced by those left behind to cope
with the devastating consequences. Kairos
Outside Sydney offers a life-line. The heart
of this Christian ministry is a residential
weekend program held every six months,
followed by regular gatherings. Participants
are offered time, space and safety to explore
new friendships and fresh options - and to
draw strength and on-going support from
others who know how it feels when a friend
or relative goes to prison. There is no cost
to attend a Kairos Outside weekend, and
transport is provided. All women from all
backgrounds are welcome. For further information about this transformational ministry
please contact Gill Begbie on 0411 405 132.
Event Website: kairos.org.au
Email Address: kowsydney@kairos.org.au

The Kirkbrae
Chaplaincy Committee
of the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria

Those who will not be translating but will be
in support roles are encouraged to have one
year of Bible College training and the SIL
Summer School (a 6 week introduction to
language learning, anthropology and phonetics) behind them.
W hat q ualities do y ou
loo k f or in a translator ?

Mr Wayne Deer

Chaplain to the Kirkbrae Presbyterian
Home – Melbourne Outer East (1.0EFT)
An exciting opportunity exists for an energetic and compassionate Chaplain to work
on a full time basis with residents, their
families and staff at Kirkbrae Presbyterian

Fortitude Valley to:Level 4, 19 Lang Parade
MILTON QLD 4064
Tel: (07) 3716 2800
Fax: (07) 3716 2810
E: churchoffice@pcq.org.au
W: www.pcq.org.au
Please send all correspondence to:
PO Box 1351
MILTON Qld. 4064
Please note the street address for the Blaxland Presbyterian Church on page 107
should read:15A Wilson Way, Blaxland, NSW 2774
(not 15 Wilson Way…)

Henty Lockhart Presbyterian Church is
celebrating 100 years of being a sanctioned
charge on the weekend of the 2nd / 3rd
April 2016.
To celebrate we are holding a 2 course dinner on the Saturday night at the Henty Civic
Centre and a special service of thanksgiving
@ 10am on Sunday at the Henty Presbyterian Church followed by lunch.
Anyone who has had attachment with the
Henty Lockhart Presbyterian church over
the years is welcome to join us for the celebration.
For more information please contact our
minister, Rev Craig Nicholas (02 69293129 or
craig@hentylockhartpresy.org.au) or visit our
website - www.hentylockhartpresy.org.au

Homes in outer eastern Melbourne. The position will commence from 1/7/2016.
The position will include personal visitation to residents and inpatients in both the
independent living units and village nursing home at Kirkbrae in conjunction with a
small team of pastoral carers, including volunteers ; the provision of Christian pastoral
care and prayer; the facilitation of regular
worship services both mid-week and on
Sundays and ongoing liaison with and support for the community’s management, staff
and programs.
Applicants should be an ordained minister
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia in
good standing and demonstrate a willingness to work within Presbyterian Church
of Australia guidelines including adherence
to biblical standards as summarised in the
Westminster Confession of Faith.

TEACHERS & CHAPLAINS DAY
FRIDAY 13TH MAY, 2016
Guest Speakers:
MARTY TELFER • MARK MCCRINDLE
BRUCE LINTON • JENNY SALT

REGISTER AT

www.crusaders.edu.au/teachersday

The successful applicant will demonstrate
a heart and vision for dedicated chaplaincy
work amongst the elderly, their families
and those who work with them. He should
possess relevant theological qualifications
(training in Clinical Pastoral education or
equivalent will be highly regarded), well
developed practical experience in a similar
environment and a commitment to ongoing
personal, spiritual and professional development.
A position description including prerequisites for the position and details of the application process is available by contacting:
Mrs Kathy James

Chaplaincy & Pastoral Care Co-ordinator
Presbyterian Church of Victoria
at chaplaincy@pcvic.org.au
Final applications for the position are to be
received by no later than: 28th February, 2016
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l ast word

with

pe ter barnes

Be United!
“I plead with Euodia and I plead
with Syntyche to be of the same
mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I
ask you, my true companion,
help these women since they
have contended at my side in
the cause of the gospel, along
with Clement and the rest of my
co-workers, whose names are in
the book of life.” (Philippians 4:2-3)
The epistle to the Philippians has 10 references to being of the same mind, and 16
references to joy or rejoicing. It would seem
reasonable to describe it as an epistle of joyful unity.
Calls to be of the same mind, however, usually come because people are not of the
same mind. Paul has a particular case in
mind: ‘I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.
Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help
these women, who have laboured side by
side with me in the gospel together with
Clement, and the rest of my fellow workers
whose names are in the book of life’ (4:2-3).
There is not much reason to go with Nils
Dahl’s somewhat inflated view that ‘the disagreement between Euodia and Syntyche is
the chief problem Paul faces and the main
reason why his joy over the Philippians is
less than complete.’
Nor with G Walter Hansen’s claim that the
dispute was spreading like a cancer. Nevertheless, this was clearly a dispute which was
marring the work and witness of the church
at Philippi. The Church invariably has troubles from outside and trouble from within;
and this is trouble from within.

Agree in the Lord

Paul entreats, exhorts, appeals to, pleads
with, beseeches – however this polite but
urgent word is to be translated - Euodia
and Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord, and he asks a true yokefellow (NIV)
or true companion (ESV, NKJV) to try to
bring the two women together.
It is not enough that we stand firm. We have
to stand firm on the right things. Euodia
and Syntyche had obviously dug their toes
in on the wrong issue.
Paul names them but he does not slam
them. He speaks to each individually, and
does so in an encouraging way.
He mentions the good which they had done
in the past, and his debt to both of them.
Also, he does not take sides because it is not
that sort of dispute where one is clearly wrong.

‘Euodia’ means ‘Good journey’ and Syntyche means ‘Good luck’, but like ‘the
rock’ Peter, we do not always live
up to our names. Those – like Ben
Witherington, Gordon Fee, and G.
Walter Hansen - who want to find
women preachers everywhere
in the New Testament say that
they were church leaders. Handley
Moule thinks they were deacons, like
Phoebe in Romans 16:1.
They could well have been patronesses of
house churches. The dispute is unlikely to
have been doctrinal in character but more
likely to do with some kind of rivalry.
Because Paul resorts to naming names
(as in 1 Tim.1:20; 2 Tim.2:17-18), it must
be assumed that the dispute was already
quite public.
How true it is that ‘The beginning of strife
is like letting out water, so quite before the
quarrel breaks out’ (Prov.17:14). It is an exhortation that is ever ancient and ever new.

Know when help is needed

Sometimes interference in disputes exacerbates the situation, like the one who blesses
his friend with a loud voice early in the
morning (Prov.27:14).
This case, however, requires mediation, in
Paul’s view, so he asks a ‘true companion’
(‘syzygos’ in Greek) to help Euodia and Syntyche resolve their differences. The Philippians would have known to whom Paul was
referring but we do not.
‘True companion’ or ‘true yokefellow’
(KJV) may have been Epaphroditus (say J.
B. Lightfoot, Peter O’Brien, Ben Witherington), Silas (J. A. Bengel), or Luke (Gordon
Fee, Don Carson).
At the end of the second century, Clement
of Alexandria actually thought it was Paul’s
wife, but 1 Corinthians 7:7; 9:5 is very much
against this. It is just possible that the person’s name was ‘Syzygus’, which is how the
Jerusalem Bible understands it.
Whatever the case - and Epaphroditus may
be the best guess - Paul is asking someone, a
male, to help these women to sort out their
differences. It is always sad when two Christians fall out badly with one another.

Even true Christians can
fall out with each other

Euodia and Syntyche laboured with Paul in the
cause of the gospel; they were genuine Christians. Yet the past of each was rather more impressive than her present. As Jean Daillé put it,
snails can soil the brightest flowers.
They had laboured side by side with Paul,
together with Clement and the rest of Paul’s
co-workers whose names are in the book
of life. Later in the first century there was a
Clement who was an overseer in the church
of Rome, but Clement is a common name.
Clement is a Latin name and Philippi
was a Roman colony, but that is about all
that can be said about him.
The book of life is mentioned in both Testaments (Ex.32:32; Dan.12:1; Ps.69:28; Luke
10:20; Heb.12:23; Rev.3:5; 13:8). J. A. Bengel thinks that Paul speaks as if they were
already dead, but that reads too much into
what Paul says.
Calvin asks how Paul can know that these
people are elect. He answers that there is a
judgment of charity: ‘it is our part to reckon
from love all to be lambs who obediently
submit to Christ their Shepherd, who gather
together into His fold, and remain there
constantly.’
It is only fair to mention that the apostle
Paul himself had been involved in a protracted dispute with Barnabas, a fellow
Christian (Acts 15:36-41).
The Bible does not leave out the sins of the
saints. When Paul disputed with the Galatians over the way of salvation and with
the Corinthians over their immorality, we
can say: ‘He had to lay it on the line. To do
anything else would have been to betray the
gospel.’ But when Paul brawled with Barnabas, we can only wince with regret.
Nevertheless, it happens in churches, and it
can happen between two people who both
trust Christ and seek to obey Him, and
whose names are in the book of life. Perhaps
they let a secondary issue get out of hand.
Perhaps one of them is too quick-tempered
or aggressive, and things soon get distorted.

If there is embarrassment in the new heaven
and the earth - and I do not suppose that there
is - these two women would be embarrassed.

There is always repair work to do. Christians
need to be unified. A lot of good can be undone quickly if two Christians fall out with
one another.

Imagine meeting Euodia and Syntyche, now
perfectly reconciled: ‘O, you are the women
mentioned in Philippians 4?’ Would they
blush? Surely if death is swallowed up in
victory, so too are disputes.

The Bible is a very practical book - if you
are a Christian, you ought to do all in your
power not to dispute unnecessarily with
other Christians.

