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A friend and fellow member at Chatswood Presbyterian Church,
Mr Roy Williams, recently published his third book, Post-God Nation, which I encourage everyone to read.
Many will know Roy through his
previous books: God, Actually
and In God They Trust?
He is a regular writer for The
Australian and several publications and a regular guest on
ABC Radio.
In his most recent book; Post-God
Nation, Roy asserts: “A decent knowledge of
religion is a necessary ingredient of a decent
knowledge of literature, science and history,
including Australian history.”
He goes on: “every Australian child deserves
the chance to make a considered and informed decision about matters of religious
faith. At its core, the provision of universal
education is about maximising equality of
opportunity. The principle should apply to
religion as much as any aspect of life. As
things stand, religious ignorance among
the young leaves them exposed to indoctrination – both religious and secular. They
do not, as adults, get to exercise a genuine
choice.”
I strongly agree with Roy in these assertions
and am pleased to affirm that the Church is
committed to providing children with the
ability to make choices, based on the highest standards of teaching, within a Christian
worldview.

of our congregational schools at Nambucca Valley Christian Community
School; and size does not matter at
our smallest school, Muswellbrook
Christian School, with 48 students.
As indicated in the last Pulse edition,
the Moderator, Rt Rev Kevin Murray,
convened a Forum on May 14 involving
the principals, chaplains and chairmen from
our Assembly and congregational schools.
It was the first time that all our schools came
together to talk about the distinctives of a
Presbyterian education and canvass opportunities, through working together, to grow
gospel opportunities across all our schools.
The Moderator will present a report from
the Forum to the upcoming General Assembly, but we provide excerpts from his
report in this edition.
On behalf of the General Assembly, I encourage everyone to come along during the
week July 4-8, to listen to the presentations
by each of the Assembly’s committees, to
participate in the prayer meetings and Bible expositions, or to listen to the incoming
Moderator’s address, on Monday evening
July 4, at the opening of the Assembly.

I agree with Roy, again, when he states: “Let
us be honest… Everyone has a religious
worldview, even if it is one of contempt or
apathy. What most students get today – by
default – is a form of soft secular indoctrination.”

Rev Paul Harris from Taree will take over
from Rt Rev Kevin Murray as the Moderator for the next 12 months. It is a terrific
opportunity to learn about the work of the
wider church and you are most welcome to
just ‘drop in’.

We continue in this Pulse edition the second part of our series on education. In this
edition, our Editor, Karen Forman, is focusing on our four congregational schools
at Casino, Grafton, Nambucca Valley and
Muswellbrook.

With the Federal election only a week or
two away, we encourage everyone to read
the articles on the Presbyterian Church’s
opposition to same-sex marriage, and the
reasons that Christians speak out about
marriage. Answers to a number of the objections against the Church’s opinion are
included to help Christians in their discussions with family and friends.

Each story targets one aspect of the school
in its gospel mission. We focus on the
students’ perspective at Casino Christian
School; teachers leading by example at St
Andrews Christian School Grafton; growth

In His service.

News

Assembly 2016: Why not come?
BY KAREN FORMAN

Presbyterian Church of NSW CEO Jeof Falls has encouraged Presbyterians to consider attending part
or all of the 2016 General Assembly to be held in Sydney in the ﬁrst week of July.
Mr Falls – who is facing his first Assembly
in his new role after serving as the Chairman of Trustees for many years – says people should not consider the event as only
being for delegates.
“While the Assembly is well described as the
‘annual business meeting of the Church’ and
involves 300 or so of our ministers and Elders meeting for a week to consider reports
and recommendations and make some important decisions, it is not limited to delegates,” he said.
“Most of the sessions, unless specifically
closed, are open to members of the public,
who may sit at the rear of the auditorium
and listen to the debate and take part in
Bible expositions and hymn singing. They
may not vote, but they can certainly learn
much about the way the Presbyterian
Church operates by being there. Assembly is
also a great place to meet members of other
churches and some of our Assembly officers
and office staff.’’

Mr Murray, meanwhile,
has had a busy year.
“At last year’s Assembly I
remarked on the kindness
of God in sustaining the
Presbyterian Church in
NSW since 1977,’’ he said.

“...people should not
consider the event
as only being
for delegates.”

“During the past year as
I have visited many parishes, church schools and
aged care facilities, I have
seen even more of God’s
kindness. Please join with me in thanking
God for the exciting things that are happening in many areas of the church’s life.”
Each day of the Assembly will open at
8.30am with a prayer meeting (communion on the Tuesday), with Assembly business during the mornings, lunch at 1pm,
Bible expositions after lunch (devotions
on Friday).

Mr Falls said he would particularly recommend the opening night of the Assembly, which will be held from 7pm July 4
in the Audrey Keown Theatre at Presbyterian Ladies College, Meta St, Croydon,
followed by supper.

The NSW Assembly differs from the (national) General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia, which will again be held
in 2016. It will be officially opened at 7pm on
Monday September 12 at the Chinese Presbyterian Church located at cnr. Crown and
Albion streets Surry Hills (Sydney).

The newly elected State Moderator – Rev
Paul Harris from Taree - will be installed
during the opening.

Like the State Assembly, the National Assembly will see the installation of a new
Moderator to follow Rt Rev David Cook.

Mr Harris said he was humbled, excited and
a tad nervous about his appointment, which
sees him follow Rt Rev Kevin Murray, for
whom he was a chaplain last year, into the role.

Highlights of the State Assembly this year
will include a welcome to the Moderator of
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
the Rt Rev David Robertson.

Mr Robertson, along with
Michael Kellahan, will be
a dinner speaker on Tuesday evening at Christ College, hosted by the Assembly’s Gospel, Society and
Culture Committee. They
will speak on the challenges of public Christianity.

Another highlight will be
the update by the Moderator-General and the
Moderator-General–elect
on the ways the PCA will recognise and celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. This will be held on the
Tuesday afternoon.
Also on the Tuesday, starting around 2.10pm,
debate surrounding the strategies to encourage members to be actively informed and engaged in the proposed plebiscite to re-define
marriage are likely to be robust.
The Assembly will consider a proposal by a
Special Committee on the Elders and Deacons to re-frame the current chapter in The
Code concerning The Session.
It will look at an interesting report from the
Special Committee on Educational Activities. And receive a recommendation from
the Assembly Audit Committee for the
2017-2019 allocation of funds to the various
Assembly Committees – a topic that is also
likely to be well debated and considered.
Away from Assembly business, there will be
daily Bible talks presented by Rev Jamie Newans, minister at Harbourside Coffs Harbour.

OUR SPECIAL FEATURE ON DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE IN THE FEBRUARY-MARCH EDITION OF THE PULSE
GENERATED SOME CONSIDERED RESPONSES. WE HAVE CHOSEN ONE TO SHARE WITH OUR READERS.

A PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

BY HELEN BROWN

I read the articles in the Pulse on Domestic and Family Violence
and it seems to be a very neatly cut and dried approach however I
want to share my prayer for our church (Inverell).
What I mean is that the church and society in the past has had a culture of
not supporting victims wanting to leave, therefore, I pray that we do not
swing to not supporting those victims who want to stay.
I am not talking about those that don't leave because they don't
want, can't or have nowhere to go but those that stay because
they see it as the will of God that they do. (Rare but it happens)
We, as a church have an eternal perspective that the government
and law enforcement authorities don't have.
As members of the church we have to face our God one day and I
wonder what we would say if on that day we are told that someone's
name is not in the book of life because we "forced" their spouse to
leave by not providing support for them when they wanted to stay.

I concede that this sounds improbable but I have heard of cases
where victims have asked God if they could leave their spouses
and God has said no and the spouse has committed their life to
Christ on or near death.
Others have stayed and God has answered their prayers but it took
20, 30 or more years for those answers to come (admittedly there
wasn't physical abuse involved) but I know of one case where there
was a lot of pressure for one of these people to leave rather than stay.
It is important to find out why people are staying and then to support
their decision in the same way as you would support someone going
into a mission field.
This is not an ideal world, if it was there would be no war, greed,
anger or pain. I realise that this is a touchy subject on all levels so
I am just having my two cents worth, better make that five since
they don't make two cent pieces anymore.
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Communication the key, says Paul
moderator noun
mod•er•a•tor - someone who leads a discussion in a
group and tells each person when to speak: someone who
moderates a meeting or discussion.
PCNSW will welcome a new Moderator, Rev Paul Harris, at the
2016 General Assembly this month. KAREN FORMAN had a chat
with the Moderator-elect to find out his plans for his tenure as
the overseer of the Assembly.
A month out from the PCNSW General
Assembly for 2016, Moderator-elect Paul
Harris is “a little bit excited, a little bit overwhelmed, a fair bit humbled and a tiny bit
nervous’’ about the role he will take on for
the next 12 months.
Paul, minister at Taree Presbyterian Church
on the Mid North Coast of NSW, follows Rt
Rev Kevin Murray into the role, and sees
he has much in common with both Kevin
and the previous Moderator, Mark Powell.
He says he hopes he can use the role to
communicate and encourage people.
“To be honest I am excited and honored
and a bit scared . . . I am more of a servantleader and like to get beside people rather
than being up the front all the time…but I
plan to follow the example of people who
have gone before me,’’ he says.
“I look forward to spending time with
people, visiting presbyteries and getting to
know ministers and elders on the ground.’’
It was as one of Kevin’s chaplains with
Stephen Pym at last year’s Assembly that
Paul saw the inside workings of the annual
“business meeting of the Church”.
As well as that, he has worked a lot with
Kevin this year . . . “he has been good about
bringing me along to things and has taught
me much’’ . . . so he isn’t too daunted.
His commonality with Mark lies more in
similarity with family life.
“Like Mark, I never really planned (or expected) to be nominated for the role, but
accepted the nomination based on advice
Mark shared in his moderatorial address,
which had been given to him,’’ he says.
“That is, if other people see gifts in you
maybe you should step up and have a go.
So after praying about it, here we are.’’
“I think (wife) Liz and I are a bit similar
to Mark and Angie Powell in that we have
a 10-year-old, a five-year-old and a twoyear-old and Liz will be pretty busy with
looking after kids and things during my
Moderatorial year,’’ Paul says.
“There will be a lot of things Liz won’t be
able to come to with me, but she is very supportive of the opportunity to have this role.’’
Paul, who is busy outside his parish minis4 The Pulse
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try role, says he probably would not be able
to take on the honorary job, which will see
him oversee the Assembly during the first
week of July and take on a representative
role with school and church visits during
the next 12 months, without the support of
his assistant minister.
“We have grown numerically to the point in
Taree where we can have an assistant pastor,
Paul Smith, who will take up some of the
things I have been involved in here, so I have
time to do the Moderator’s role,’’ he said.
“I’ve been a member of the PTCC for the
last five years and really enjoy working to
see the ministry of Christ College flourish.
“I’ve just stepped down as chairman of our
local high school SRE board MACE. I’ve
been privileged to lead six churches in
making this ministry happen and we now
have a part-time teacher at Taree High for
years 7-10.
“I’m the vice chair of the board for Taree
Christian College, Calvin’s school. It’s been a
great opportunity to work with like-minded
Christians to ensure that our school maintains a Christ centred, loving, family feel.”
As to what he hopes to bring to the role in
coming months, he says communication
is the key.
“I am really looking forward to the opportunity to talk to people about the future of
our church. Like a lot of people I am concerned about the future of Christianity. I
want us to be as fit and healthy as possible.
If I have the opportunity to speak to people
and leaders over the next 12 months and
talk about the health and vitality of our
churches I am really excited to do that.
“Here in the Taree church we have gone
through the revitalization program Fanning the Flame with Ministry and Mission,
which refocused us on Christ’s mission,
gave us a vision for the future and helped
us grow in healthy ways.
“I am concerned that some of our churches
don’t have that and will be looking for ways
we can encourage healthy growth and disciples of Jesus in our church.
“I think we need to be looking at how we as
a denomination train our elders and pastors. Christ College and John Pratt in par-

PAUL’S FAMILY

ticular are doing a lot of work in that area.
We need to raise awareness of it.
“We have a lot of opportunities for training. The ReFocus conference on the Monday of Assembly is a great opportunity for
people to come to college for the day and
be challenged about our churches’ health.
It’s for ministers and Elders in particular
but anyone interested in the health of our
churches is welcome.’’
Paul was born and raised in Townsville,
North Queensland and believes he was
blessed to be born into a Christian home.
His Christian walk deepened and he was
involved in youth group at church and the
Interschool Christian Fellowship (ICF) at
high school, but never had any thoughts of
entering the ministry.
“I did have one of those scary moments sitting in the pew aged 17 when I thought the
minister was speaking directly to me and I
should go to Bible college and be a minister or missionary,’’ he recalls. “I kind of ran
away a bit, and sidestepped going to youth
group. But God had other things in mind.’’
He trained at James Cook University to be
a history and English teacher, which he had
wanted to do since he was aged 10 or 11.
Prior to that he wanted to be an army officer like his Dad, but after unsuccessfully
applying for ADFA (Australian Defence
Force Academy) in Year 12, he settled on
being a member of the Army Reserve where
he served for 14 years as a medic and truck
driver and for the final eight years playing
the clarinet in the Newcastle army band.
CO N T I N U E D O N P. 5

Profile with Karen Forman

“We’ve never done this before”: Murray
The distinctives of a Presbyterian education, the way mission of the PCNSW was expressed in its
schools and the role of the school chaplain were some of the items up for discussion at the first
ever PCNSW Education Forum held in Sydney in May.

THE FORUM BROUGHT TOGETHER EIGHTEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF PCNSW SCHOOLS.

Attended by 18 council chairmen, principals and chaplains of the eight PCNSW
schools, the Forum exceeded all expectations, according to organizer, Moderator
Kevin Murray.
Mr Murray said feedback had been extremely positive from the forum, which
was held at Christ College in Burwood
on May 14.
“This was the first time we have held such
an event, but it probably will not be the
last,’’ he said.
“It really was great to see all the representatives from the various schools all together,
workshopping and developing relationships.’’
Mr Murray said it was unfortunate that
the Principal of The Scots School Bathurst,
and the Principal and Council Chair from
Casino Christian School were unable to
attend, however organisers were encouraged that a very good number of representatives from across all our schools were able
to participate.

The Forum was facilitated by Jeof Falls, and
was designed to address the following topics:

dialogue,’’ Mr Murray said.
What did the day achieve?

(a) The distinctives of a Presbyterian education;

1. The schools are considering holding a
combined schools’ musical extravaganza.

(b) The way that the mission of the PCNSW is expressed in our schools;
(c) The role of the school chaplain;
(d) Strategies to ensure that our schools
stick with the gospel; and
(e) The similarities and differences between
our Assembly and Congregational schools.

2. The Chaplains want to meet to continue
to develop relationships, share ideas and
resources.
3. The Principals of our Congregational
schools are thinking about opportunities for
policy sharing, joint professional development of teachers and teacher accreditation.

To help everyone get to know each other
better, the principals were grouped together
(as seen in the above left photo), while the
chaplains, several chairmen and other committee members were similarly grouped to
strengthen cross-school understanding and
connections.

4. The Principals of our Assembly schools
are discussing ways of sharing resources
and growth alliances, particularly in the
emerging international market.

The feedback was that the Forum exceeded
all expectations.

“This was a landmark day!’’ Mr Murray
said. “Please join with our school leadership
teams in giving thanks for God’s mercy and
for the development of our schools.’’

“By the grace of God there was an excellent
tone in the gathering as those present contributed to the conversation. The Forum
provided a great beginning for ongoing

5. Agreement to another Forum focused on
developing future growth opportunities.

SEE PART TWO OF OUR SPECIAL FEATURE ON
OUR ASSEMBLY SCHOOLS INSIDE THIS PULSE.

COMMUNICATION THE KEY, SAYS PAUL
CO N T I N U E D F R O M P. 4

Before finally making the decision to go
into ministry and training at PTC (now
Christ College) he taught in Townsville for
about 18 months and Newcastle as a casual
teacher. He married Liz at the end of 1992
and moved to Newcastle with Liz’s work as
a social worker in 1993.

“Taree was quite a stable church. John and
Betty Thompson had been here before me
and had established a stable ministry. We
decided as a session early on to get involved
with the Embers to a Flame program when
ministry and Mission started that.

“I also worked as a residential youth worker
in Newcastle and got involved with the Presbyterian church there. The minister encouraged me to have a go at preaching, was encouraged to think about going to college, so
I did…that is how it all happened.’’

“It really helped to put together a plan to
grow our church in the early days. There
was a realization that being a minister is
more than just preaching good Bible based
sermons. You need to be able to provide
leadership and lead in such a way that people are able to follow and take on vision for
the church.’’

His wife Liz started as coordinator of the
Presbyterian Counselling Service when the
family moved from his exit appointment at
Grenfell to Paul’s second appointment in
Taree in October 2004.

The couple have welcomed three children:
Calvin (10), Lucy (5) and Rachel (2) during
their time in Taree. They have no plans to
leave at the moment, but Paul admits he is
enjoying having the time to do more things

having appointed his assistant minister.
Liz currently works as school counsellor at
Taree Christian College as well as working
hard as minister’s wife, leading a women’s
Bible study once a week and taking her
turn on the Kids’ Church roster.
“My passion in ministry is to see the Word
of God revitalizing tired Christians and
tired Churches,’’ Paul says. “God’s people
living out the gospel in all areas of their lives.
“If I had to choose a favorite verse, it would
be John 15 verse 8, ‘This is to my Fathers glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.’ One of the ways I
can glorify him is being fruitful for him.
“I am working on my Moderatorial address for Monday night and plan to base it
around John 15, about Jesus being the vine
and us being the branches.’’
The Pulse 5
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It’s OK
to say No

BY JOHN MCCLEAN FOR THE PCNSW GOSPEL, SOCIETY AND CULTURE COMMITTEE

It feels that same-sex marriage
has been coming to Australia
for years. Now decision-day has
arrived. This 4-page coverage
of the issue aims to help Christians, and especially members
of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia in NSW, to think about
same-sex marriage and how to
respond. It has been prepared
by the NSW church’s Gospel,
Society and Culture committee.
A decision to change the definition of
marriage in Australia could be just a few
months away. After years of rhetoric, the
nation will be confronted with the reality
of change. If the ALP is elected to Government in the Federal election, the party has
promised that same-sex marriage legislation will be introduced to Parliament within its first 100 days in Government.

The Liberal-National Coalition has promised a plebiscite (or national vote) on samesex marriage, likely to occur late this year
or early in 2017. Voting in the plebiscite
may or may not be compulsory and the
result will probably not be binding on the
Parliament.
Regardless of the details, it is important that
Christians should think carefully about the
issue and how they will vote – whether in
the general election or the plebiscite.
The gospel shows us how to think about
the same-sex marriage debate. There’s no
need to be embarrassed about our views
that are based on God’s pattern. We can
speak out because we long to live God’s
way and reflect his character and by his
grace we can see what is right, good and
beautiful. We should not cave in and conform to the popular views when they differ
from God’s. Even if people find our position old-fashioned and ludicrous, we have
to do our best to explain it carefully.

The gospel means that we should seek to
find ways to present God’s view and to show
the goodness of God’s ways, without imagining that we are in a war to rescue our
culture. Lots of people see Bible-believing
Christians as judgmental, hateful and abusive. There may not be much we can do to
change that view, when any non-affirmation
of homosexuality is equated with homophobia. We can however do our best not to
needlessly reinforce the perception.
If and when a plebiscite on marriage is
held, Christians should support the campaign to retain the current definition of
marriage in the Marriage Act as graciously
and honestly as we can.
It might turn out that same-sex marriage
is introduced. If that’s the case then the
church will have the same role in society
we have always been meant to have: to be a
counter-cultural witness to Christ. We are
already quite different to many Australians
when it comes to sex and marriage. That
will just become even clearer.

The gospel sets the Christian perspective on same-sex-marriage. That may be a surprise. The gospel is about how Jesus
saves us by his death and resurrection, so what can it say to us about current political issues? The gospel has a wide scope.
It is about Jesus saving people, but also about how he saves his creation. And the wide scope means that it casts its light
on the marriage debate. We can see that in 1 Corinthians 5-6, in which Paul tells the Corinthian church how to deal with
someone in the church who has committed a sexual sin — having sex with his father’s wife. The way Paul deals with this,
and how he wants the church to respond, shows us how the gospel applies to the church and the wider culture. If you’re interested in detailed resource on this, it can be found on the Gospel, Society and Culture website http://www.gsandc.org.au
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Four reasons to oppose
marriage redefinition
BY JOHN MCCLEAN FOR THE PCNSW GOSPEL, SOCIETY AND CULTURE COMMITTEE

Why would Christians speak out about marriage? It probably won’t make us popular, and it may not
change much. Would it be better to keep our collective heads down and let the debate blow over?
Should we focus on more important things? These are questions many Christians will be pondering as
the same-sex marriage issue reaches a crescendo in coming days and months.
There are some good reasons why we should speak out, though we need to be very clear why we do so.
Our aim is not to keep or make Australia Christian, but to care for and love our neighbours.
There are four main reasons why Christians and churches should oppose marriage redeﬁnition. These
reasons are not necessarily ones which will convince the wider society, but they should make Christians
realise that they have a responsibility to get involved in the debate.

1

Christian moral
conviction about
marriage

Marriage is at the heart of the Christian
understanding of life. It is part of God’s
good creation design, the basic institution for nurturing flourishing human
lives, the building block of society, and
a wonderful picture of love and union
of God with His people. The reason that
churches have been involved in solemnizing marriages is because we see it as
basic to God’s plan for human life and
society. Even when the early church
sometimes thought of celibacy as a better
state and higher calling, it always honoured marriage. Today, we affirm that
some people are called to be single and
some to be married and both are ways of
serving God. Still, marriage and family
form a basis for both church and society.
When society is on the verge of redefining marriage, we should express our conviction. It is part of the prophetic task of
the church to bear witness to God’s good
order, especially when it is being aban-

doned. We are not, primarily, concerned
about the sinfulness of homosexual sex.
Sexual sin of all kinds won’t be limited
by what the Marriage Act says. We have
a positive conviction about what marriage
is and why it matters.

2

The common
good

Society is built on marriage and
family; and marriage secures family life.
So, redefining marriage will harm society.
Extending marriage to same-sex couples
does not simply include them in the security given by marriage, it fundamentally
redefines marriage. Even though same-sex
couples will be a small proportion of married couples, a new legal definition will reinforce current social practices, which view
marriage as a relationship of two adults
grounded in their current preferences and
affections. Moving further from God’s pattern of marriage will not be a blessing for
our society.

3

The protection of
children

A Christian understanding of
marriage, family and children recognises
that God’s plan is that children should be
raised, where possible, by their father and
mother. This has been commonly accepted
in the Western legal tradition. Same-sex
marriage will put the final social imprimatur on same-sex couples raising/adopting
children as a common pattern, and may
lead to pressure for legalising commercial
surrogacy in Australia. This is not to say
that all same-sex couples harm their children, nor to ignore the problems in families of heterosexual couples.
Although the findings are disputed, the
research which has been done suggests
that the best possible setting for children
is when they are raised in a stable married family with a husband and wife who
are their biological parents. A widely
quoted and generally accepted claim is
that “wanted children raised by both of
their biological parents in a low-conflict
CO N T I N U E D O N P. 8
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marriage have an easier lot in life and the
best chance for healthy development”.
There is not enough evidence to say definitively what the outcomes are for children raised in same-sex couple families,
but there is at least enough negative evidence to raise significant concerns. One
review concludes that current studies
“do not settle the question of parents in
same-sex relationships, but … warn us
that the matter is still in doubt”.
The other aspect of concern for children is that same-sex couples will seek
to have children through IVF and surrogacy. So these children will be raised
separated from one of their biological
parents. An article reviewing same-sex
couple families in Australian law comments that: “The Australian family law
system remains mired in a two-parent
model of legal parentage, a paradigm
that does not always reflect the reality
and diversity of same-sex families” and
suggests that the law will need to move
beyond this model. These changes could
include allowing for commercial surrogacy. It is far better, where possible, that
children are raised by their biological
parents. Article 9 of the UN Charter of
Children’s Rights states: “Parties shall
ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her parents against their
will, except when competent authorities
subject to judicial review determine, in
accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the child”.

4

Freedom of
Religion

The introduction of same-sex
marriage will almost certainly lead to a reduction in freedom of religion. While clergy and religious congregations will probably be protected, it is unlikely that civil
celebrants will have any freedom to refuse
to conduct a wedding for a same-sex couple. Similarly, it is likely that business owners will be prosecuted for failing to supply
services for same-sex weddings.
It is also likely that the introduction of
same-sex marriage will lead to a more general pressure on the freedom of groups that
hold to a traditional sexual morality and
this will ultimately have a greater impact
on freedom of religion. There will be direct
pressure on freedom of speech, as shown
by the current action against Archbishop
Porteous in Tasmania, who circulated to
parents with children enrolled in Catholic
schools a document presenting the Catholic view of marriage.
Marriage redefinition will increase the
political pressure to remove or tighten the
exemptions currently granted to churches
and religious groups in anti-discrimination
law. School curriculum and policy will be
expected to conform to the assumptions of
genderless marriage codified in a changed
Marriage Act. This would put Christian
schools, teachers and students in a difficult position. The access that churches and

Christian groups have to universities and
schools could be removed, because such
groups hold views on marriage that are
judged to be discriminatory and hateful.
Already some Christian groups on university campuses are not addressing issues of
sexual ethics in meetings on the campus,
for fear that they will be deregistered or
banned from the campus. It is likely that
adoption agencies will be required to provide services for same-sex married couples
equally with heterosexual couples. Further,
courts in the UK have held that foster parents who hold traditional sexual morality
are “harmful” to potential foster children.
Freedom of speech and religion in Australia is good for all of society, not just religious
people. If same-sex marriage reduces these
freedoms the whole society will suffer.
It is wise to do our best to resist the introduction of same-sex marriage. In the
course of the debate we need to show that
it must be possible for people to disagree
over such a sensitive topic with respect.
We may need to insist that we can present
the classic Christian view without it being
immediately ruled unacceptable, and that
itself will help to maintain a genuine freedom of religion.
Much more detail on this is in the G,S&C
report to the 2016 General Assembly
of the PCNSW. The relevant section of
the report can be found on our website
http://www.gsandc.org.au

What the General Assembly Decided
The last General Assembly of Australia made a
very clear statement about marriage and homosexuality. Here is what it decided.
1.
That the true definition of Marriage is found in God’s Word when
it reports Him as saying: “For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one
flesh.” [Genesis 2:24]. It is the lifelong union of one man with one
woman, voluntarily entered into, excluding all others.
2.
That the purposes of marriage in God’s design are lifelong companionship, social stability and the natural procreation and nurturing
of children [Genesis 2:18, Ecclesiastes 4:9-11; Deuteronomy 6:1-7,
Ephesians 6:1-4; Proverbs 14:1, Psalm 127 & 128].
3.
That despite any actions by human governments so called “same-sex
marriage” will never be truly marriage.
4.
That the introduction of so called “same-sex marriage” will not contribute to the good of society but will reduce the respect in which
marriage is held and further legitimise the procurement of children
for same-sex couples when a child should, as far as possible, have a
mother and father.
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5.
That the introduction of so called “same-sex marriage” will be
very likely to encroach on freedom of religion in Australia since
it will become increasingly unacceptable to speak against homosexual behaviour.
6.
That God condemns homosexual behaviour along with all forms
of sin and provides forgiveness of and redemption from all sin
through Christ and commissions his church to proclaim this message to all people.
7.
That all Christians struggle with various sins throughout their lives
and depend on God’s help, including the support of fellow Christians, to serve Christ faithfully; so Christians who experience samesex attraction should receive compassionate support from fellow believers as they seek to live faithfully either as celibate or in marriage
as God has designed it.
It then called on all governments of Australia to refrain from any
legislation to introduce so called ‘same-sex marriage’. It called on
all members of the Presbyterian Church to oppose the introduction
of any legislation for so called ‘same-sex marriage’; to communicate
the redemption found in Christ to every section of the community
and to support fellow Christians who experience same-sex attraction as they seek to live faithfully either as a celibate or in a heterosexual marriage.

News Feature

Short answers to tough questions.

This panel provides some answers to tough questions readers might have about the same-sex marriage issue.

Objection: The church should
stay out of politics
Response: The marriage debate and a possible plebiscite are not about party politics.
There are limits about what the Church can
say and do about political/public policy issues. It doesn’t support political parties
and/or deal with the details of public policy
in most areas. Yet, to insist that the church
can never speak and act on public policy
denies God’s concern for the whole world
and the command to love our neighbour.
Marriage is an issue on which the church
can be clear and so should speak and act.
.......................................

Objection: Taking a clear
public position on marriage
will compromise the gospel
witness of the church
Response: You cannot split moral convictions from convictions about the gospel.
The message of the gospel is not about how
to be good enough for God; it is about how
good God is and what he says is right and
wrong. If the church will not speak about
the basic Christian moral convictions
about marriage, then our gospel witness is
already compromised.
Same-sex marriage will very likely bring restrictions on Christian witness. So, we should
work hard to present the case carefully and
winsomely, doing all we can to show love
and respect, even for those who seem to despise our views (and us). The moral case for
speaking out is overwhelming; we cannot
withdraw ‘strategically’ and be faithful to the
Lord. So, we must trust him with the consequences for gospel mission.
.......................................

Objection: The church has no
right to tell Christians how
to vote
Response: On the question of voting in

an election, this is true. However, there is
an overwhelming case for supporting the
current definition of marriage as an act of
faithfulness to the Lord and love of neighbours. In calling on people to do this the
Church is acting in line with the Westminster Confession (31.3) which says that the
church courts should determine cases of
conscience ministerially, that is by applying God’s word.
.......................................

Objection: The plebiscite will
be lost and so a great deal
of money and effort will be
expended for no gain
Response: It is not clear that the “Yes” case
will inevitably succeed. The “No” case has
not received the same airing as the “Yes”
case, and it would only need to change the
views of 10-15% of the population to see
the “No” case succeed. Even if it is lost, this
is a time to bear witness to God’s moral
order. Silence in the debate will lead to
greater pressure for Christian silence and
compliance on other issues.

Objection: We have no right
to impose views on a nonChristian society
Response: Participating in a “No” campaign is not imposing views, it is presenting a view and seeking to persuade people. That is the usual business of public
policy discussion. The vote will finally
decide what happens; there is no imposition involved.

Objection: Why don’t we
just ‘live and let live’ — what
happens with same-sex
marriage doesn’t affect us
Response: “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone”
(Romans 12:18). We should now seek to
live peaceably with our fellow citizens. We
are not seeking to persecute or harass anyone. If same-sex marriage is introduced,
the church need not have a continual
campaign against it. However, when the
nation considers a change of this magnitude, we should participate in the debate.

.......................................

.......................................

Objection: Making the case for
traditional marriage harms
people in the gay and lesbian
community.

Objection: Aren’t there more
important (or other important)
moral issues that the Church
has not spoken out about

Response: We have to take this claim seriously, and present our arguments well and
be careful about our tone. We are not arguing against the place of gay and lesbian
people in society or their right to enter
relationships. Those rights are already well
established in Australian law and society.
We are arguing for marriage. Part of the
reason that any objection to same-sex marriage is viewed as harmful hate speech is
because it is described that way. We should
not accept the equation.

Response: No doubt there are — creation
care, refugees, abortion, pornography,
gambling, foreign aid, aboriginal reconciliation — and we have failed in the past to
speak about them as clearly as we should.
Yet, the marriage issue is particularly clear,
is widely agreed by orthodox Christian believers and goes to a central point of Christian moral teaching. In some other areas
we find we agree on the general principles,
but disagree about the appropriate public
policy responses. There can and should be
a high level of agreement about marriage
and so we can speak more clearly.

.......................................
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Bodies?
In a society obsessed with image, health, sex and pleasure —
how do Christians view their bodies?
Bodies are breath-taking. Soon the Olympics will fill our screens with athletes capable of amazing performances.
BY JOHN MCCLEAN

For all the darkness around driven lives
and drug cheating, there is little that can
match to joy of an athlete in full flight, arms pumping, legs at full
stretch, a perfect mix of power and rhythm. In the movie Chariots
of Fire, Eric Liddell the Olympic sprinter tells his sister “I believe
God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast. And when
I run I feel his pleasure”. He was right. God made bodies, with all
their various abilities, as part of his blessing on the world.
We don’t all get the experience of athletic bodies, but we all, in some
way or other, experience God’s pleasure in our own physical pleasures.
Yet our bodies are also heart-breaking and frustrating. The Bible
is deeply aware of the problems with our bodies. The word often
translated ‘sinful nature’ is more literally “the flesh”, as it was in older
English versions. (The recent translation of the NIV has returned
to that translation). For instance, Paul says that “those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires …
the mind governed by the flesh is death … [and] is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the
realm of the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:5–8).
This doesn’t mean that bodies, themselves, are sinful or evil. It reflects the fact that we live in and with our bodies. Since we are slaves
to sin, our bodies are also enslaved. We can’t help but get consumed
with our own desires and comforts, we are driven by selfishness and
greed; we live in laziness and hatred. Desires for possession, relief,
release and excitement can be overpowering. We express our sinfulness with our bodies and the controlling power of sin runs our
bodies as well; so much so, that it sometimes seems that we can’t
control our bodies. Our whole self is enslaved to sin. We are fully
responsible for our actions, but we can’t free ourselves from our sin.
That is what it means to be ‘governed by the flesh’.
The more we understand about brain science, the more we see how
much we are our bodies. Neurological studies keep showing that
the electrical and chemical interactions in our brains are the basis
of our lives. All the complex thoughts, emotions and actions of a
human being are based in these interactions. That doesn’t mean that
we are just our bodies, but aren’t less than them. So whether we live
for or against God, we live in, through and with our bodies.
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The effects of sin also mean that our bodies are frail and failing. Paul
says we are ‘outwardly wasting away’ (2 Cor 4:16). Sickness, injury,
weakness and death stalk us. Eternal youth is a fantasy of our society,
but no matter what we do to put off the appearance of age, our bodies
still fail. We should look after our bodies. Because they are God’s good
creation, it’s great that some of our ailments can be treated. We praise
God for antibiotics, surgery, dental work and all the other things that
keep our bodies moving. But nothing cures us of mortality.
The incarnation is the fulcrum of all Christian thinking about bodies. God the Son became ‘flesh’ (John 1:14). This doesn’t mean simply that he had a body. He took on the full experience of our life
— body and mind; all the limitations and struggles of humanity, our
thinking, feeling and temptations. He lived faithfully for God and
gave his body in suffering on the cross. That same body was raised
from dead, was exalted to heavenly glory and will return.
We can’t despise human bodies when our Lord is a human with a
body. One of the great reasons that Christians value medical care is
because we know just how much God values bodies.
Jesus’ bodily life, death, resurrection, ascension and return is the cure
for mortality. When he returns (bodily) in glory the dead will be
raised. Perishable, dishonoured, weak, natural bodies will be raised
imperishable spiritual bodies, in glory and power (1 Cor 15:42–44).
The Bible says that those who die in Christ have a period of existence without a body (Luke 23:42-43, Phil 1:21-23, 2 Cor 5:6-8). But
this is called the “intermediate state” because it is that “intermediate”. It is a time of waiting for the fullness of the resurrection.
All of this calls us to dedicate our bodies to serving God. They are
not irrelevant hunks of flesh which we try to ignore. Paul makes
this point to the Corinthians, their bodies should not be used for
sexual sin because the body is “for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body” (1 Cor 6:13). There is a place for disciplining our bodies,
which is really to say, disciplining ourselves (1 Cor 9:24–27); also
we serve the Lord in our bodies, offering them to him as living
sacrifices (Rom 12:1).
There is a quote that does the round, supposedly from C.S. Lewis —
“You don’t have a soul. You are a soul. You have a body”. Fortunately,
C.S. Lewis said nothing so nonsensical (at least not on this topic).
God makes us whole people — “body and soul” in the old language.
And he will remake us whole people in glory.

Missions

MISSIONMATTERS
WITH KEVIN MURRAY

Counting the cost again
Linda McKerrell is part of a ‘Bible story-telling church
planting team’ working in southern Taiwan.
She’s been on home assignment in Australia for the last few months and visited the
APWM National office in May.
She spent some time with APWM staff,
sharing news about her work in Taiwan
and also spoke to students and staff during
Christ College’s weekly chapel.
As a missionary partnering with APWM
and OMF, Linda serves with two other single women and a family. Speaking about
their work together, she says it’s very different to church planting in Australia.
“In Australia you often wait till you’ve got
35, or maybe 50 or 60 people, before you
start services,’’ she says. “We’re living in a
place where we don’t have that luxury – we
just start. To an outsider, it looks as if we just
sit around in someone’s lounge-room, or
in a coffee shop, or under a tree, drinking
tea. In reality, we are sharing Bible stories,
discussing them and praying together as
people learning who Jesus is and what our
response to him should be. We spend our
whole time at the moment doing evangelism and basic discipleship.”
When people in Taiwan ask Linda about
her work, she tells them that she’s a Story
Teller. She hopes that this answer will make
people curious enough that they will ask
more questions.
“At first, people look at me like I’m a little bit
funny,” she says. “So I tell them that when
I was small my parents told me some true
stories. These stories changed my whole life.
I say that many people in Taiwan haven’t
heard these stories, so I’ve come to tell the
stories and to bless people here.”
This surprises the people Linda meets.
They are intrigued when she tells them
she doesn’t work in an office. They wonder
what’s so special about these stories that
people in Australia would give money to
Linda so she can tell them in the markets of
southern Taiwan.
People are amazed to learn that Linda will
tell them a story and that it’s free. They are
often very happy to hear a Bible story, and
to talk about what it means, as they work
in their shop or sit in the park. Linda and
her team have learned that sharing Bible
stories is a remarkably effective way of
opening up a gospel conversation and introducing people to Jesus.

If you ask Linda about how she came to do
this work in Taiwan, you soon discover that
she is not the only missionary in her family
– her parents and sister and brother-in-law
also serve with APWM.
“My parents were a very significant influence throughout my life,” says Linda. “Seeing them be Christians, seeing them at
church, seeing them be hospitable – this
was all important. They began ministries
in our church and they were financially
generous. And so I grew up thinking that
this is normal, this is the normal Christian
way. Being a missionary is not anything supernatural or unusual, it’s just a continuing
process of what my life has been about for
a very long time.”
Even so, Linda faced many questions about
how and where to serve. She went on shortterm missions to Indonesia and the Philippines, hoping that would help her decide.
“The mission experiences convinced me
that no matter who you are or where you
are, you need to be a light for the gospel,”
she says.
“After these two short term mission trips, I
came home knowing that I need to be growing in my relationship with the Lord Jesus,
growing in holiness and godliness. I took
every opportunity I could to be trained, to
serve at church and to serve at university.
It was always a given for me that I’d be involved in ministry, whether it was overseas
or here in Australia.”
At Bible College, Linda met many missionaries and saw the extent of the world’s need
for the Gospel. If anything, this made it
harder to work out where to serve.
She says, “The question is this. Do you
make your decision based on where there is
a need? Do you base it on what you think
your gifts are, or what opportunities there
are? Is it an individual’s decision, or is it a
corporate church decision? The answers are
not always clear!”
After Bible College, Linda spent four years
working in youth ministry with a Presbyterian church. Then God again challenged her
that there were still people in this world who
had not heard His message and had no one
to tell them.

LINDA MCKERRELL

God said “Go!” and her church said “we will
send you”.
In the end, skills and opportunity came
together to bring her to Taiwan. But more
than that, it was her love for Jesus. “That’s
what drives you,” she says. “What we need
shouldn’t be driving us, it’s our love for Jesus
that drives us.”
Linda has been very encouraged by her time
on home assignment, especially by the opportunities to run Bible story-telling workshops.
“It’s exciting to see people realise that they
can be telling Bible stories to their family and their friends and their co-workers
wherever they are living. Because that’s what
I’m doing in Taiwan!”
“It’s also been good to share things with
friends and to be able to understand everything that’s being said around me because
it’s all in English! Hearing the Bible taught,
going to Bible study, praying with friends –
these have been special times.”
Some say that the first few months at the beginning of the second term on the field can
be the hardest – because the comparisons
between ‘life at home’ and ‘life on the field’
are the sharpest.
As Linda puts it: “I’ve been home, and I’ve
seen how great it is. Ministry at home is
‘easy’, very ‘relational’ and done ‘with people
like me’. So I have to count the cost again.
Am I willing to continue?”
The answer is “yes”, but Linda is conscious
that while we make our plans, it is God who
directs our path (Prov 16:9).
“I’ve missed my team and the structure and
the routine,” she says. “I’m looking forward
to going back and reconnecting with people,
deepening those friendships, and meeting
more people. And telling them more stories
about Jesus.”
Please pray for Linda as she returns to Taiwan at the end of July this year.
More information about telling Bible stories
to adults can be found at www.omf.org and
www.storyingthescriptures.com
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W IT H RT R E V K E V I N M U R R AY

The Past. The Present. The Future?
was recently in a discussion group
where one of the participants
spoke of the struggles for the Bible
that he saw taking place when he
became involved in a particular
ministry within the Presbyterian
Church in NSW. I was stunned when he said
that this took place only 14 years ago. That’s
not so long ago! God has been very gracious
to us since then.

I

Consider who we are today. We are a denomination with many evangelical, Biblebased congregations in NSW. In many
country towns we are known for the fact
that we believe the Bible and teach it. People know that if they attend a Presbyterian
Church they will get the Bible!

some of our challenges and opportunities.
In some areas we are thriving, but in others
we’re not doing so well. Along with some
other leaders, I convened two workshops
involving 25 congregational and denominational leaders to think through some of
the bigger issues that confront us. It’s clear
that there are some significant areas where
we need to change. For example:
• A number of our congregations are struggling, ageing, and declining numerically;
• We need to think of new ways to equip
our people to follow and proclaim Christ
in a culture that is rapidly changing and
will not go near a church building; and
• We need to improve the way we train and
support ministers and elders, especially
in relation to church leadership

In Sydney and regional NSW we have a
number of active and growing congregations that are flourishing and connecting with their local community in ways
that are Biblical and creative. Some of our
congregations have been revitalised, while
new congregations have been planted. It
has been a joy to see God at work in such
congregations and the way that creative
partnerships have been developed.

A more detailed outline of the challenges
that we face is laid out in the document ‘The
Case for Change: 10 Urgent Challenges the
PCNSW Must Confront Now’. This paper
can be found at www.christcollege.edu.au/
refocus in the ‘Conference Downloads’ section. It was written by Dr Jonathan Pratt,
Associate Superintendent (Training and
Development), Ministry and Mission.

However, it’s easy to fall into the trap of living in the past. We also need to think about
the future. Ten months ago I started conversations with a few of our leaders about

The local congregation is vital for the health
of our denomination. We need to do everything we can to resource our local congregations more effectively. We especially need

to pray for, encourage and support those
leading our congregations — paid and unpaid — so that they can keep on going in
the vital tasks of equipping us to make Jesus
known in the context of our everyday lives,
and shepherding the people of God whom
he has entrusted to their care.
For all of these reasons, I’m hosting a conference at Christ College on Monday 4th July
from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The theme for the
conference is ‘Refocus: Churches’. It’s an opportunity to think afresh about the local congregations from which we come, and to hear
from terrific speakers — Duncan Anderson,
Eugene Hor and John McClean. It won’t be
“How to Double Your Congregation in Ten
Easy Steps”. Instead, it will be an opportunity
to hear from local church leaders about their
joys, frustrations, and the lessons they have
learned about church leadership. The conference is designed for Presbyterian ministers,
elders and those in pastoral leadership. Registrations close on Monday the 27th of June,
and numbers are strictly limited.
I encourage you to attend so that together
we can be better equipped to lead those under our care. You can find more detail on
the Christ College website.
www.christcollege.edu.au/refocus
See you there!

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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NEW HOPE FOR
PRESBY T ERI A L
V ISI TAT IONS

Ministry & Mission

BY BRUCE MELLER

I

f there’s one thing presbyteries don’t
like, it’s presbyterial visitations.

The rules of the church are clear:
every presbytery must visit every
one of its pastoral charges or
home mission stations at least once every
five years; and reports of all those visitations must be sent to the Ministry and Mission Committee.
In the 12 months to April last year, of the 40
reports that should have been received, only
six arrived. The next 12 months were better: 12 reports were received. But we’re still a
long way from 40!
We need to ask some serious questions,
starting with these: What are visitations
supposed to achieve? Why are they so frequently neglected? What can be done to realise their value and have presbyteries and
congregations value the experience?
Before we address those questions, let’s note
that visitations are not new.
As far back as 1242 AD the Constitutions of David de Benham, Bishop of St
Andrews (in Scotland), prescribed that
“every church in our diocese be visited
by our archdeacons or their deans every
year, and all deficiencies in churches and
churchyards, books and ornaments, be
brought under our notice in writing.”
That’s rigorous, and that’s clear. Every
church would be inspected every year to test
the state of their properties and the state of
their operations.
Visitations audited the churches to identify
unmet needs or defects of any kind so that
remedial work might be undertaken and
correction might be applied.
A little earlier, in 1230, Canon Law required visitations to discover, among other
things, “whether rectors, vicars or priests
are egregiously ignorant, any of the aforesaid are incontinent? Whether are any
drunkards or frequent taverns? Whether
any extort money for hearing confessions
or for other sacraments? Whether any are
non-resident? Whether the adulteries or
public crimes of laymen have been duly
corrected by the archdeacons?”
Ivo McNaughton Clark observed, in 1929,
that “this kind of examination has come
down … to our day in the Schedules of
Presbyterial Superintendence, although the
questions tend to be less personal and more
polite, if less useful accordingly.”
Oh, yes: “if less useful accordingly.” Well
said, Mr Clark.
What are our visitations supposed to achieve?
Our Code answers from two perspectives.
At rule 5.64, we’re told that “it is the duty of
a presbytery to visit the pastoral charges of

home mission stations under its care.
The aim of all visitations is to bind the individual minister and congregation to the
whole church and to secure efficient and devoted service from all its members.”
At rule 5.66 we then discover that “in ordinary visitations all the charges in a presbytery shall be visited periodically in rotation
at least once every five years and their object
is to strengthen the hands of the minister
and office bearers and generally to advise,
counsel and encourage the congregation in
its life and work.”
While a presbytery may appoint a Special
Visitation to inquire into special circumstances as needed, Ordinary Visitations are
supposed to strengthen the overall unity of
the denomination so that every minister,
every congregation and every member is
consciously committed to the denomination and devoted to its service.
Wow! That’s novel. It is almost unheard of
these days to hear people called to commit
themselves to the denomination. In so many
churches it’s hard to get people to commit
themselves to membership of a congregation, let alone anything wider. But visitations are supposed to pursue that. They are
also supposed to see to it that members are
committed to one another, providing advice, counsel and encouragement as needed.
If these are the noble goals behind our
visitations, why are visitations so frequently neglected?
Many reasons can be identified – more than
we can list here – but some of the main reasons relate to the fact that visitations are undertaken by peers, those peers don’t want to
intrude themselves into the affairs of other
congregations, the would-be visitors are already busy doing many other things; and
frequently they also feel untrained and illequipped to conduct the visitations.
Peer reviews are a problem in any field but
particularly so when those peers are bound
together relationally and professionally.
Ministers and elders by whom visitations
are conducted don’t want to detail the faults
in another congregation lest, in their turn,
the spotlight be turned too brightly on their
own work. To do a visitation well, there has
to be a robust sense of identity, a clear commitment to purpose, and a deep belief that
mutual accountability allows us to spur one
another on in a framework of personal support, mutual care, and a deep commitment
to improvement in the quality of our work
and witness.
But serious as the problems are with peer review systems, perhaps our greatest challenge
is the question of competence. We can get a
form filled in and we can examine that form
to find out the congregation’s vital statistics;

then we can sit around afterwards and discuss the answers and future hopes for the
congregation. But is the visitation process
best undertaken only by personal interviews? Aren’t there other tools we could use
to enhance the inter-personal contacts that
are made during the visitation?
What can be done to enhance the value of
visitations so that presbyteries and congregations value the experience?
We believe that there are many useful tools
that can be applied and there are many ways
in which digital technology can be used to
enrich and inform the visitation process.
Among others, the fact that churches have
a “life cycle” ought to be known and understood. In the visitation process, leaders and
members of our churches should, together,
be helped to consider where their church is
in its life cycle so that helpful developmental strategies could be applied in place of the
lethargic familiarity that so often overtakes
churches and leads to their decline and
eventual closure. We need our visitors to be
trained in this area.
Equally, we need them to understand the
way that church size impacts on, and often
determines, the nature of its ministry. The
structure and strategies appropriate for a
church of 200 are quite inappropriate for a
church of 50 and to try to impose the one on
the other is to guarantee frustration and failure. If a church is declining, the appropriateness of its structure and strategies should
be reviewed. And if a church is growing, it
ought to be preparing to adapt its structure
and strategies so that its growth its not inhibited or truncated.
We believe that we can do a great deal, with
a relatively small investment of time and
money, to train would-be visitors so that
their work brings pleasure to them and
health to the congregations visited.
There is an ongoing conversation occurring
at the moment that will see substantial improvements made in the way our presbyteries are supported in their visitations and our
congregations truly encouraged, and not
superficially affirmed. The conversation is
being led by Dr Jon Pratt, our Associate Superintendent (Training and Development),
and we expect to see real results by the end
of this year.
Please pray that God might give grace to his
church to overcome the current stagnation,
appreciate the value of visitations, and see
them conducted effectively to the lasting
improvement of our congregations and the
greater blessing of all their members.
BRUCE MELLER IS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
PCNSW MINISTRY AND MISSION COMMITTEE
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Gospel opportunities in our PCNSW schools
In the second part of a two-part series, KAREN FORMAN reveals the gospel work being undertaken in our
schools. In part one, we looked at our Assembly schools: PLC Sydney, PLC Armidale, The Scots College,
and The Scots School Bathurst; in this edition, we check in with our congregational schools at Casino,
Grafton, Nambucca Valley and Muswellbrook.

MUSWELLBROOK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Muswellbrook
Christian School
SIZE DOES NOT MATTER
At a glance:
A small school located in the Upper
Hunter town of Muswellbrook, providing
a Christ-centred and high quality education for students from Kindergarten to
Year Six. The vision is “to establish faith in
Christ, to impart Truth with Godly Character through Educational Excellence!”

The old adage suggests that “size does
not matter’’ and this is particularly true
for the Muswellbrook Christian School;
a healthy and growing Presbyterian
Church-owned primary school in the
Hunter coal mining region.
The smallest of our church schools has
only 48 students, but principal David
O’Hara says small numbers can not only
be positive, but actually be better for many
students than attending a larger school.
“Each child is created with unique gifts
and talents,’’ he says. “We aim to nurture
and foster each child’s talents, to help them
progress academically, socially, physically
and spiritually.
“We aim to provide a safe and caring environment, an environment where children
feel free to take the risks that learning involves. Being smaller makes it easier to
provide that individual care.”
Mr O’Hara says being part of a smaller
school means everyone knows everyone,
“so you don’t get lost in the system’’.
“We know if someone is struggling.
Our education program suits individual
student’s needs. Our classes are quite
small…20 is the maximum. The students
know each other very well. In some ways it
is like a large family. Most of the time they
get on pretty well too.”
14 The Pulse

MCS teaches its students who they are in
Christ and God’s plan for them.
“We focus on excellent education in a small
class environment, enabling each student
to get the attention and support they need.
We strive to make a caring community
where teachers, parents and students work
together in partnership,” Mr O’Hara says.
The school was started about 15 years ago
as Dunmore Lang Christian School by the
local Presbyterian Church and changed its
name to Muswellbrook Christian School
five years ago. For all intents and purposes, Muswellbrook Christian School is a
healthy, happy, school.
Situated in a small town of 12,700 people
boasting two state schools, one Catholic
school and a state high school, Muswellbrook Christian School started the year with
48 children in three classes, having grown
from 25 children across two classes last year.
“This year we have an extra class and
have been blessed by the way God has
provided the extra class for our school.”
Mr O’Hara says.
“We cater to primary aged children, from
kinder to year six. Our youngest class is
kindergarten, then we have a combined
year one and two class, then a year three to
six class. We have two kindergarten teachers working part-time and one teacher fulltime for the other two classes.
“Running combined classes is not that different to normal classes. Even in a straight
year three for example, you have a range of
abilities. We cater for a range of ability particularly in English, literature and maths.
“In subjects like history and science we
provide extension activities for more
able students.’’
Teaching at a very small school was nothing too unusual for Mr O’Hara, who came
to the school 18 months ago, after teaching
at Deniliquin. There he taught a kinder to

MUSWELLBROOK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

year six class for five years…smaller than
Muswellbrook where he teaches the primary class.’
That said, it’s a bit of a squeeze at Muswellbrook at the moment.
“Because we just started the third class this
year the kinder class is using the former
library building,’’ he said. “We have computers and smart boards in the two existing
classrooms and hope to get a third classroom soon.
“We will get some funding, but the main
criteria before we do anything about funding, is ensuring that it is sustainable. Because Muswellbrook is a mining town and
there has been a downturn in mining recently, this is more than likely to have an
impact on the school, but I am optimistic
we will be able to continue having the third
class beyond this year.’’
Interestingly, most of the school’s families
are not from Christian backgrounds.
“A lot are coming because we are smaller
and have small class sizes. We don’t have
issues such as bullying like in the larger
schools,” Mr O’Hara said.
“It’s been good to teach from a Christian
world view and promote the Christian
message. I know of three children who
have become Christians since I have been
here. That has been exciting to see them
wanting to make that commitment and going to the local churches as well.’’
There is no longer a Presbyterian congregation in the area, but the school does a
number of activities that involve some of
the other schools such as science and engineering, eisteddfod and sporting events.
“Some of our senior students went to a
preschool to help out with activities for an
afternoon.
“We are here, thankful for the way God has
blessed our school for the years we have existed. It’s not always been plain sailing but

News Feature
we have continued and I am confident we
will be able to do so.”

Casino Christian School
THE STUDENTS SPEAK
At a glance:
A Presbyterian Church school that caters for all families (interdenominational) who desire a Christian education for
their children located in the Northern
Rivers area of NSW, with a population of
9629. The school is committed to teaching Biblical/Christian values that are integrated into all of school life.

It is said if you want to know what something is really like, ask the people who use
the service. So when Casino Christian
School principal Peter Spence tells us his
school is committed to teaching Christian
values and integrating them into school life,
we decided to find out how that is working
out, by asking the students themselves.
There were no surprises.
Bethany Russo, 14, in Year 9, says her parents wanted her and her siblings to learn
about Christianity and to grow in a good
community - “and that is what we get at
Casino Christian School.’’
Already a Christian attending North Coast
Community Church, she says attending a
Christian school has really encouraged her
to want to learn more as a Christian and
grow in wanting to know Him more.

“All our staff are committed Christians actively involved in their local churches who
aim to provide a high quality education
that challenges students to think critically
about the information presented to them
and analyse it from a biblical perspective.

Jordan says he can see Christianity in action at the school. “Teachers will include it
in their subjects. We go out of our way to
have Christian groups in spare time. Students run Bible studies and our assemblies
always include some Biblical perspective.

“What a great privilege to have our children taught by people who are constantly
pointing them to Jesus!”

“It makes a large difference being around
other Christians who influence and support me.’’

For a small school of approximately 212
students Casino Christian School “punches well above our weight”.

He says he enjoys religious education at
school… “it is very good as we do talk
about what other religions believe but as a
school our focus is on understanding the
Bible and how we learn to follow Jesus.”

In primary school, Casino Christian
School students are offered all the usual
Key Learning Areas plus a language. In
secondary, students are able to study the
vast majority of subjects. During Stage 5,
students have nine different elective options covering a range of learning areas. In
Stage 6 most of the popular HSC subjects
are offered.
“Our school is well supported by parents
who regularly pray that the Lordship of
Jesus continues to be declared through the
educational process. Our more intimate
size helps us maintain a strong sense of
community.
Lucinda Wyndha, 12 in Year 6, says she became a Christian by going to a Christian
school for the past four years and through
her church, Casino Presbyterian.
“Attending a Christian school I’ve been
reading the Bible and learning about God,’’
she says.
“My parents chose this school to give
me a Christian education and I’ve been
learning more about God and getting to
know Him better.

“(Attending Casino Christian School) has
been a good experience and I feel like you
can talk to anyone,’’ she says. “All the teachers are open to talk about anything really.

“People read the bible and pray to God…
our school talks about God. It’s more about
following Jesus at our school not religion.’’

“I’ve really found it encouraging and helping
me in who I want to become as a Christian.”

Jordan Penboss, 15 and in Year 10, says attending a Christian school has helped influence him by having a Christian atmosphere.

Bethany says the school has a great atmosphere. “You always feel like you can
be yourself. Even the people who aren’t
Christians we can always help them. I can
see Christianity in action at school; it’s a
positive school.

“I think my parents wanted to have me in a
Christian school,” he says.
“My experience has been a very good
one and has met my expectations. All the
teachers are friendly and willing to chat
and try their hardest to teach us.’’

St Andrew’s Christian
School Grafton
TEACHERS LEADING BY EXAMPLE
At a glance:
Situated on 25 acres Grafton, Northern
NSW, St Andrew’s Christian School is a
growing P-12 school of 170 students and
30 staff. It is a Christian school where its
teachers lead by example.

Christian school education rests on a belief
that the development of the whole child
requires that teachers are deliberate about
the beliefs and values that they teach.
At St Andrew’s Christian School, Grafton,
the spiritual development of children is not
an annexe to their education; but an integral part of it.
As principal Mac Lindsay says, it is a school
where beliefs, values and issues of faith sit
at the centre of the curriculum.
All subjects and spiritual development, he
says, provide meaning, context and purpose to the pursuit of excellence in the academic, cultural, physical and social development of students.
“St Andrew’s aim is for students to know
what they believe and why; that their
character is formed on the basis of sound
beliefs and values,’’ Mr Lindsay, a former
South Grafton High School principal says.
CO N T I N U E S O N P. 1 6

“We do Biblical studies that really help
us. Everyone has a choice whether they
want to become a Christian. It’s not like
you are forced but Jesus is constantly
presented to you.’’
Mr Spence said while there were parents
who viewed Christian Schools as nothing
more than a glorified Sunday School, this
could not be further from the truth at Casino Christian School.
“While we leave the Christian education
primarily to the parents and the church,
the school does seek to be a consistent rolemodel to its pupils and to show the love of
God in every area of life,’’ he says.

ST ANDREW’S CHRISTIAN SCHOOL GRAFTON
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The school’s mission statement seeks to
provide an education of high academic
standards that adheres to the Bible as being intensely relevant to education and the
whole of life.
It also aims to present a Christian world
view of life and an understanding of the
Christian faith modelled by the life and
teaching of staff.
Janelle Rowe, who currently teaches Stage
Four English, Year 8 HSIE (Human Society and its Environment) and Stage Four
Christian Studies, is a great example of
how the teachers model Christian life to
the students.
“Teaching at a Christian School enables
me to talk about God in all contexts,’’ she
says, now in her eighth year of teaching at
St Andrew’s.
“He is an integral part of my every moment, so keeping Him out of my work life
makes no sense to me.
“I am able to discuss Him in the classroom,
whether I am talking about Geography or
English or discipline – He created and designed everything, I acknowledge that in
my classes every day. An additional bonus
is being able to pray with the students, anytime about anything as the need arises.’’

votion time at home, we meet as a staff
to read the Bible and pray together for
the students, parents, school community,
events and each other. To begin the day
together in God’s Word is truly a blessing.
“We begin all meetings in prayer and seek
God for wisdom and guidance when decisions are to be made. When parents (Christian or not) come in for interviews, for example, we ask if we can pray for them as a
family – I have not yet had anyone say no.
“The Bible is our map/instruction manual/
policy/procedure in all aspects of our lives
- for me personally and as a staff. Our Principal, Mac Lindsay, is very strong on seeking God and His leading through prayer
and his Word in all our moving forward as
a school.’’
St Andrew’s has a full time school chaplain
available to all involved in the school – and
Janelle says he is very good at asking how
each individual teacher is travelling.
“Being able to have God as front and centre
of our every moment, thought, word, decision, action is a great challenge and a huge
blessing,’’ she says
Principal’s Assistant Joanne Gutteridge,
who has worked at the school for 12 years,
says most of the students know that she attends church so it is important for her to
lead by example.

Nambucca Valley Christian
Community School
THE GROWTH OF CONGREGATIONAL
SCHOOLS
At a glance:
A 25-year-old Christ-centred school at
Nambucca Heads with 170 students
in kindergarten to Year 10 – and years
11 and 12 are being added in 2017. The
school believes no learning environment is neutral and underlying assumptions about what a human being
is and how knowledge is formed and
obtained should be understood in a
Biblical context.

Nambucca Valley Christian School started
25 years ago when families in the region
decided that they wanted a school which
would educate their children with a Biblical world view.
Little did the three ministers who set it up
know that a quarter of a century on, that
school would not only have flourished, but
have grown from a primary school into a
high school – with plans to add senior high
classes in the next year!
Principal Jeff Allen says God has definitely
had His hand on the school right from
the beginning. All 25 staff are committed
Christians. There are seven full-time and
10 part-time teachers plus eight supporting and administrative staff.

Janelle has previously worked in the State
system but says without the freedom to
acknowledge and share with the students
that God created everything, had incredible design capabilities and had a plan for
each and every student, she “felt like I was
leaving out the most important element of
education I knew’’.

“My children have come through St Andrew’s since they commenced their schooling,’’ she says. ”Having a caring, Christian
teacher is so different for them. My eldest son spent his last years at school in the
State system in Queensland and found the
teachers completely different.”

“The School was set up 25 years ago by three
ministers including Rev Dr Peter Barnes, on
Presbyterian land and governed by a board
appointed from within the Nambucca River
pastoral charge. That takes in two congregations - Nambucca and Macksville.

“All our staff are Christians, we attend various local churches in the community. I attend Riverside Church, Grafton,’’ she says...

Joanne attends staff devotions each morning and says it is a great way to start the day
reading God’s word and in prayer.

“I believe there was a desire by families
to have children educated with a Biblical
world view in the area. Otherwise they had
to travel to Coffs Harbour, which auspiced
the school.’’

“Besides the students leaving with a great
academic education, I want them to graduate with the knowledge of Jesus as their
personal friend and saviour, I want them
to know how incredibly loved they are and
that God has them in His hands.

She also calls on God regularly when it
comes to her classroom work.

“To be able to share this good news daily
with my students is the best information
that I can give them. That they would leave
school as part of God’s family and head
into their working lives with that foundation is a huge blessing.
“As Christian teachers, we are able to pray
and share with the students. God calls us to
be gracious, compassionate, slow to anger
and rich in love. As a Christian this is a primary aim, and the students benefit from this
approach. Our school assembly is a chapel
service and we are blessed to have many of
the local ministers (various churches) come
and share the messages at these.
“Each morning, besides my personal de16 The Pulse

“Being a Christian has affected my work at
school,” she says.

Back in August 2012, it was projected that
the school would have 46 students, but just
five years later, the projected figure has
changed to 200 by 2017, so numbers have
quadrupled in that time.

“Life at school does have its
challenges but I’ve found that
when I hand them over to the
Lord all is good. Even dealing
with challenging students on
a daily basis, just having that
peace and calmness does have
an effect on them.’’
She believes it is important
to have fellowship with other
teachers.
“It’s great to work with brothers and sisters in Christ. We all
come from different denominations but we are all one in
Christ.’’

NAMBUCCA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL

News Feature

NAMBUCCA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL

It has moved into stage three of a multimillion dollar staged development and has
attracted three consecutive grants from the
Block Grant Authority in 2014, 15 and 16.

nancial and strategic oversight and insight
provided in recent years.

“In 2014 we got $400,000 as part of a $1.2
million project for a specialist science,
technology, general learning area, amenities and staff and meeting room,” Jeff says.

“For me it is a real comfort to know that the
denomination at large is not put at risk by
the actions of any individual school because
of the layers of checks and balances in place,
from the local congregation to the regional
presbytery and the Trustees,” he says.

“The second stage was a $400,000 government grant for an $808,000 project which
included specialist music/drama room,
mathematics room, new art room and a
covered open learning area.

“I actually also think the influence of the
Trustees has given us great confidence, as
schools such as ours have made serious financial commitments for the medium to
long term future.

“The third and final stage is a $700,000
grant as part of a project which will include a refurbished administration block,
modern state of the art library, refurbished
library for two new general learning areas
and an undercover walkway linking the
primary to the high school.

“Despite being low fee paying, with government help combined with financial
support via loans and donations, the school
has been able to reach out to the poor and
the needy in a way that other schools aren’t.
“Children of all ages are taught that everything that they are taught about, at any age,
is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ as the
Creator of the universe.

“The school is also upgrading its digital
technology capacity.’’
While it started out as a primary school, in
2013 the Property Trustees approved the
establishment of Year Seven.
Nambucca Valley Christian Community
School takes its place among three state
high schools at Bowraville, Macksville and
Nambucca.

As far as outreach into the local community is concerned, Jeff says what the school is
doing in the community is providing a safe
and secure environment where students
can be themselves with confidence and
without fear, belong to a Christian community, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
without fear of ridicule and behave in a
way that prepares them to take their place
in our wider society.

“There are Catholic, Christian and Anglican schools to the north of us, plus Kempsey Adventist to the south,” Jeff says.

There is much to look forward to, with the
expansion next year.

“The Presbyterian-owned schools at
Grafton and Casino are in a network
with us, and we are members of Christian
Schools Australia which has 52 schools involved, plus a member of the Association
of Independent Schools in Sydney.

“The Board of Studies Teaching and Educational Standards inspected the school
on March 15 and have recommended to
the NSW Minister for Education that the
school commence Year 11 and the HSC in
2017,’’ Jeff says.

“Also we are part of the Presbyterian system
which includes Muswellbrook, two PLCs
and two Scots, and we appreciate the sound
governance, strategic planning and prudent
management that the Trustees expect of
their school boards and school executives.”
Jeff says Nambucca school appreciates the
“guardianship’’ of the Trustees and the fi-

“As a smaller school the delivery of the curriculum will see maths and English taught
in a traditional way over two years with
students sitting their HSC for those subjects in 2018.
“Two subjects will be taught in 2017 in
what is known as “a vertical, compressed
format’’ which sees two years’ worth of

learning delivered in one. This means that
a third of the units for the HSC will be examined in term four 2017.
“The advantage is the HSC is being delivered over a two year period with less
pressure on the students and the school
can deliver education in a sustainable way
financially. The other thing to note is that
Nambucca Valley Community Christian
School also works with external providers
to allow a greater flexibility for the subjects
that may not be covered in their subject
lines such as agriculture.
“Because of our location and such a great
climate, we are attracting high quality
teachers based on the growing reputation
of the school, the physical beauty of the local area and the high standards of behaviour that are expected across the school.’’
At this stage, it is expected the current year
10 students will flow into the new Year 11,
with Jeff not really expecting a deluge of
new enrolments at first.
“The reality is, in the first two years the
pioneer enrolments will be steady but in
year groups from year eight down, greater
numbers are enrolling. Our numbers will
be more like doubling.’’
Jeff is passionate to see Nambucca grow
under Christ ... just as PCNSW Trustees
are committed to see its schools flourish
as witnesses to Christ’s love for his people.
“From the smallest particle of matter, to
the immensity of the universe, from the
first spark of life in the womb, to the vast
and complex history of the human race,
everything children learn about in any curriculum needs to be interpreted in light of
the fact that Jesus is King and everything
exists for Him.”

THIS CONCLUDES OUR SERIES ON OUR SCHOOLS,
ALTHOUGH WE LOOK FORWARD TO KEEPING
EVERYONE INFORMED OF HOW GOD’S HAND IS ON
THEM INTO THE FUTURE.
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Nine Marks of a Healthy
Church
Mark Dever (Crossway)
Whether you’re a pastor, a leader or an
involved member of your congregation,
studying the nine marks of a healthy
church will help you cultivate new life and
well-being within your own church for
18 The Pulse God’s glory.
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My 1st Books and More

Mark Dever (Crossway)

Carine MacKenzie & Philip Ross

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus
instructed his followers to “make
disciples of all nations.” But what does
this command actually entail? What
does it look like for Christians to care
for one another’s spiritual well-being
and growth?

(Christian Focus)
This book takes the very popular children’s
series: My 1st and combines them into one
colourful volume, with a new and exciting
section on The Psalms. My 1st Books and
More gives a year’s worth and more of
bible readings, devotions and memory
verses.
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St Stephen’s Presbyterian
Church at Queanbeyan is
looking for a lectern,
a wooden one preferably.
We have in mind one that can
be easily moved around but is
solid enough to support the
preacher’s Bible and notes
and yes, alright, maybe even
an electronic tablet thingy. If
your church has one that is
surplus to its requirements
and would be pleased to part
with it, could you please contact Romeo Dinale on 0403
509 779 or email: thedinales@mac.com, or through the
contact page on our website
www.queanbeyanpc.org
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FAITH AND FUSION: An MIT Physicist explores
science and the sources of truth at the 2016 Clark Lectures
iresome though they may seem, debates over the supposed conflict between science and religion show no
signs of going away. And silly as the claim
that one can’t be both a scientist and a Christian may seem to those with any knowledge
of Newton, Pascal, Faraday and other pioneers of the scientific method, it’s the default
assumption of most young people today. At
The Scots College, we like to subvert this dichotomy, inviting young men to entertain the
possibility that they can be both excellent scientists (or, for that matter, artists, actuaries or
athletes) and passionate, Biblical Christians.
To do this, we seek to bring among them inspiring models of integrated Christian scholarship, and invite them to see the ‘either-or’
myth for what it is.

and historian David Bebbington in 2015,
we’re delighted to welcome all members of
the Presbyterian community to the 2016
Clark Lectures featuring eminent plasma
physicist Professor Ian Hutchinson from
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). Professor Hutchinson works at the
cutting edge of nuclear fusion, harnessing
the power of the sun and stars to generate
new energy sources. A graduate of Cambridge University and the ANU, he is the
author of over 200 journal articles and the
classic work on measuring plasmas, Principles of Plasma Physics. He is a regular
speaker and writer on the topics of science
and religion, and is the author of Monopolizing Knowledge: A scientist refutes religion-denying, reason-destroying scientism.

Following the highly successful visits of
leading theologian John Stackhouse in 2014

Named in honour of inventor of the bionic
ear and distinguished Old Boy Professor

T

Graeme Clark AC (1951), the annual Clark
Lecture Series aims to inspire the best of
thinking about faith, learning and leadership by bringing to Sydney the world’s
finest scholars. Professor Hutchinson will
spend two weeks in Sydney in August
speaking with staff, students, universities
and churches.
Professor Hutchinson will deliver a public
lecture on the topic of 'Faith and Fusion'
on Thursday 18 August 2016, 6:00pm for
6:30pm at The Scots Church, Margaret St,
Sydney. Please register your attendance at
www.trybooking.com/190140
More information can be found at www.
clarklectures.org or by contacting Dr Hugh
Chilton, Research Fellow, on 9391 7865 or
h.chilton@tsc.nsw.edu.au
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Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work together
to show that we, like the Samaritan, are ready to be the
people who love our neighbours.

JESUS BIDS US SHINE:
MINISTRIES OF THREE CHRISTIAN WOMEN

Gospel Prison Work
LU S E TA M ATA
“Please pray for those
people who put me
in prison because
they have bad feelings against me of
what I have done
to them, so that
God’s Spirit can work
through their hearts
and change their lives… “
These are words written by Geoffrey, from
prison. He is one of many prisoners from
across Australia and the South Pacific (including Fiji, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and Tonga) who complete
regular Bible studies via correspondence
through Crossroads Bible Institute Australia. Inmates work through comprehensive, in-depth Bible studies as well as daily
devotionals that are mailed to CBI Australia and then forwarded to a CBI instructor
like myself to correct. As well as correcting and providing encouraging feedback
to students on their studies, Instructors
write personal letters of encouragement
acknowledging students’ efforts, drawing
out further points relevant to their studies
and noting their prayer requests.
In the short time I have been involved in
this work I have found it wonderful to
read the responses of prisoners who have
grasped the fullness and freeness of the forgiveness and grace offered to all in Christ
Jesus. It can often help to put the petty
things I may have been worrying about
into a proper perspective. It is a privilege
to pray for people like Geoffrey who also
asks for prayer for a family member who
is disabled and has no one to look after her
whilst he is in prison.
Training to become an Instructor is provided by CBI and can be completed in an
afternoon. You can request that you be
sent lessons weekly, fortnightly or monthly
depending on what is convenient to your
circumstances. If you would like more
information on how to become a CBI Instructor visit their website at: http://www.
crossroadbibleinstitute.org.au/
The value of this work can be seen in Geof20 The Pulse

frey’s request: “Pray for me that God can
provide a way for me through this study,
that he can direct me, if God’s will, for me
to change my old ways and begin a new beginning in the life of Christ.”

Look After the
Homeless
ALEX ANDRA SOML AI
It was such an eye opening experience to discover a number of
passages in the Bible
relating to poverty,
which tell us how
God wants us to relate to people, who
struggle to cope with
daily living. Here are a
few: Deuteronomy 15:711; Proverbs 14:31; 21:13; 22:9; 28:27; 29:7;
31:8-9; Psalm 37:25-26; 82:3-4; 14:21; Ezekiel 16:49; Jeremiah 22:16, Isaiah 58:10; Job
29:12; 30:25 Luke 12:33; 14:12-13; James
2:1-13. Reading these verses I felt convicted,
especially when I was thinking how many
times I have walked past homeless people
and I hardly gave them a thought.
I would either not give anything or when
I dropped a coin I thought it was a good
deed. The Bible is clear that God wants us
Christians to have a completely different
attitude toward the needy. God wants us to
represent him and have the same characteristics that he has. He also wants to remind us that once we were homeless, outside of his Kingdom, poor and needy, lost
in our sin, being far away from our Creator
heading toward hell and complete destruction. What an amazing love that Christ,
who is the richest, who owns everything,
the most powerful, glorious, who is right
now holding together the whole universe,
for our sake he left his glory, became poor
so we can be saved and become rich (see 2
Corinthians 8:9).
Also, we need to be ready for Christ’s return. To express my love toward God relates back to the previous verses, and I
think caring for the poor is a good way
to do it. When Jesus talks about the final
judgment he points out that when we give
to his hungry and needy people, we are actually giving to him - and the opposite is

also true (Matthew 25:31). I started to stop
and talk with homeless people, share my
food with them, and share the Gospel, if
the opportunity is given. This is more difficult than just dropping some coins their
way because I can hear heart-breaking
true-life stories. In this way, I gain more
awareness of their need for prayer.

Prostitutes,
Prisoners, and
the Homeless
ASHLIE STEVENSON
In my pre-conversion life I was a drug addict, a prostitute, mentally ill, homeless,
abused and had had three abortions. Since
my conversion I have a
strong desire to reach
out to women living
the life I once led,
with the good news
of the gospel. Having been prevented
from doing this in
my normal working
life, I have asked God
to place me where I can
tell what God has done for
me. He is doing this in several ways.
International Teams has a group called
Streetlight, which does visitation to brothels in the Parramatta area of Sydney. We
aim to build relationships with the workers which may one day end in gospel conversations. Another group I have joined is
Prison Fellowship, and will soon be having
one-on-one meetings with inmates to have
Bible studies.
In order to meet drug addicts, I think I will
have to search a bit longer to find a group
that will allow evangelization. Currently,
I am making overtures to Hopestreet.
For the homeless, I will be volunteering
with Jesus Cares who provide food for the
homeless near Central railway station on
Friday and Saturday nights. Sara’s Place,
run by Pregnant Alternatives in the CBD,
may have room for me to help women
considering, or having had an abortion. If
you’d like to know more I can be emailed at
ashliestevo@gmail.com
Luse, Alexandra and Ashlie attend
Revesby Presbyterian Church

If you would like to support Ashlie’s work with some of the most vulnerable women in our community
please make a donation to Jericho Road (see www.jerichoroad.org.au) and let us know it is for Ashlie.

TWO NEW COURSES
in PASTORAL CARE
Jericho Road in conjunction with Christ College are pleased to announce that from Semester Two 2016 they will be offering two courses in Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care. There are
many opportunities for chaplaincy in Australia today. Traditionally this has been to those
in hospitals, aged care facilities, the defence forces or in prisons. Today this has expanded to
settings such as industry, sporting clubs and to the emergency services. The new courses are
being offered to provide training for people that is both gospel shaped and to meet the need
for well-trained people to take on the challenges of this public square ministry.

Introductory Course
Our Introductory Course is for those who are wanting to improve their skills in pastoral
care. It is a short course that requires around 20 hours of class time. It is recognised as a
course of training for those volunteering in hospitals. The course is a blended course with
both online and classroom lessons. There is also a short practical component. This course
can be held in regional areas and will also be run at Christ College from time to time.

Advanced Course (Professional Course)
The Advanced Course is a more in-depth course and meets the requirements of training
necessary to be employed as a chaplain to NSW Hospitals and Prisons. The course is run
over two semesters and involves class time, small group work and also a placement in a
chaplaincy ministry, for example hospital, aged care, prison etc. This course is also for anyone who wants to develop their skills in pastoral care. The course aims to develop listening
skills, the ability to reflect theologically in a pastoral context, working with people at times
of grief and other skills for pastoral care.
In 2016 the course will commence on July 18 and will be taught at Christ College.
Classes will be held on Mondays.

For more details on both these courses visit jerichoroad.org.au or contact Ian Schoonwater ischoonwater@jerichoroad.org.au
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Jericho Road Welcomes Ashlie to the Team as a Volunteer Chaplain
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BOOK REVIEW:

“THE NEW POLITICS OF DISABLEMENT,”
MICHAEL OLIVER

BY REV. JASON FORBES

What is disability? It’s
a common enough
word, and everyone assumes what
is meant, but no one
states precisely what they
mean by ‘disability’. When they
do make an attempt to say
what disability is, they either
include circumstances that
should be excluded, or exclude
circumstances that should be
included. Occasionally when
I’m presenting I ask, “What is
a disability?” These are just 2
responses:
“Anyone who’s different.” Well, yes. Some
people with disabilities really do stand
out. Being inconspicuous has never been
a strong point of mine! But, if an indigenous person walks into a room full of Europeans, clearly they’re different. But that
doesn't mean that they have a disability.
This definition is including circumstances
that shouldn't be included.
“Someone who can't achieve.” Well, yes.
Many people with disabilities do not attain
the typical milestones – driver’s license, education, career. But some people with disabilities do achieve. I have achieved a lot.
I have done more than what some people
without disabilities have been able to do,
and I’m not finished with achieving yet. So,
by this definition, I’m not disabled. This
definition is excluding circumstances that
shouldn't be excluded.
Then there’s the issue of culture. Being
overweight and only able to walk a few
hundred metres would not necessarily be
considered a disability in Western culture. You can still happily cope with most
Western social constructs. But if that
same person were in a developing nation
where you’re required to walk a couple of
kilometres to collect the household water for the day, you would have a major
disability. Or again, in a Western country
if you have cataracts you can have them
readily removed. In developing countries, it’s a major disability. Perhaps it’s
not surprising then that people have difficulty articulating what they mean when
they use the word ‘disability’.
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Michael Oliver’s book unravels the
reasons why disability is so difficult to define as he traces the
development of the modern
concept of disability. Oliver
is a British academic, author,
disability rights activist, and is
Emeritus Professor of Disability
Studies at the University of Greenwich. Oliver begins with an exploration
of the different ways disability has been
defined. He observes that in most Western
societies the dominant meaning of ‘disability’ is a ‘personal tragedy theory’. That
is to say, the issue of disability is regarded
as a tragic occurrence which is inherent in
the individual who is regarded as a victim
of circumstance. As such, people with disabilities “…become objects to be treated,
changed, improved and made normal.”
Oliver even criticises the World Health
Organisation’s ‘biopsychosocial’ definition
which recognises there is a medical and
social aspect of disability. His issue is such
a definition begins with the individual
rather than societal factors.
Why does all this matter? Oliver observes
most cultures have notions of normality
and what is regarded as an impairment is
a social response. However, this is not universal. Western culture is no exception. Oliver argues that with the rise of capitalism,
views of impairment began to change. Prior to the industrial revolution in the 18th
and 19th centuries, modes of production
and social relations did not preclude people with impairments. This is not to deny
that people with impairments were subject
to oppression and prejudice. Nonetheless,
people with impairments took their place
among the working poor and unemployed.
Practices of excluding and segregating
people with impairments did not arise
until the industrial revolution with the
occurrence of factory-based modes of
production, along with the rise of capitalism. Oliver comments, “As a result these
people came to be regarded as a social
and educational problem, and increasing
numbers were segregated into institutions
of all kinds. These included workhouses,
asylums, impairment-specific colonies and
special schools and out of the mainstream
of economic and social life.” In summary, it wasn’t that people with disabilities
changed. It was society that changed. The
speed of production ushered in by the industrial revolution was highly unfavourable to slower, more self-determined meth-

ods of work people with impairments often
engaged with. Disability came to be known
as abnormal, and people with impairments
were encouraged to ‘normalise’ as much as
possible.
Oliver also considers how impairment was
responded to throughout history in different cultures, including ancient Israel.
It’s worth pausing to give these comments
careful consideration. Here he asserts that
ancient Israel viewed impairment as a consequence of wrong doing both in the Old
and New Testaments, citing Leviticus’s preclusion of people from religious practice
with bodily imperfects. Presumably, he’s
referring to Leviticus 21:18-23. He argues
a correlation between disobedience and
disability or impairment is perceived. For
instance, punishment for disobedience includes mental distress, disease, pestilence,
and blindness (Deuteronomy 28:21, 2829). King Azariah was inflicted with leprosy for his disobedience, and King Jehoram
died an excruciating death from a bowel
disease for his disobedience (2 Kings 15:5;
2 Chronicles 21:18-19). Zechariah was rendered unable to speak when he questioned
the angel’s message (Luke 1:18-22). However, these instances should not be taken as
an exhaustive exhibition on how the Bible
views impairment. The Bible readily acknowledges that impairment and adversity
can exist apart from sin (Exodus 4:11; John
9:1-3; 2 Corinthians 11:16-32; 12:7-9), and
throughout the book of Judges people who

Returning to Leviticus, it’s disappointing
that after having provided a persuasive argument that the perception of impairment
changes over time, Oliver seems to simply
impose the modern concept of disability on to Leviticus. While there is overlap
between our modern concept of disability
and the conditions listed by Leviticus, the
text does not fully encompass our modern
concept of disability, and yet goes beyond
it. So whatever the concern is in Leviticus,
it cannot simply be equated to our modern concept of disability. Furthermore, the
regulations only apply to the priests - the
sons of Aaron (v17), although the tradition
would be applied to the general population
later. The changes in the perception of disability, and the difference between the concern in Leviticus and the modern concept
of disability should warrant a much more

vigorous enquiry than a passing comment
on the text.
Oliver also considers how things have
been improved for people with disabilities
through disabled person’s movements, and
observes much progress has been made.
Yet at the same time he is critical of these
movements as the results have been to conform to a socio-economic system that gave
rise to the concept of disability in the first
place, and oppressed people according.
As Oliver comments, “…the oppression
of disabled people will only end when the
oppression of all is overcome and that will
only happen with major structural, economic, political and cultural transformation as well as resistance.” However, Oliver does not continue on to say what this
transformation looks like, or how it will
come about.
The exciting thing is, we as Christians
know when this transformation will happen, and what it will look like. This trans-

formation will happen when Jesus returns
to establish the Kingdom of God on earth.
It will consist of all people from every
tongue tribe and nation bowing to the authority of Jesus, rather than each person
looking to their own gain (Revelation 7:910). The best part is, the church is being
empowered by God’s Spirit to live out this
reality in anticipation of that day (Romans
8:23). Which makes you wonder, what can
we do as a church to develop a radically
different community where, in a sense, no
one would need to be “disabled”?
Oliver’s book provides a helpful and critical insight into the meaning of disability
which begins to break down the assumptions that many people make. While Oliver does not provide solutions to the many
problems he observes, he does provide an
invaluable resource for appreciating the
complexities of the disability narrative, and
by doing so provides a basis for developing
more helpful responses to the issues raised.

THANK YOU RACERS!
THE 2016 JERICHO ROAD RACE
WAS A GREAT TIME OF FUN AND
FUNDRAISING. THANK YOU TO ALL
THOSE WHO GOT INVOLVED IN
SYDNEY AND IN WOLLONGONG!
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are atypical, and considered inadequate for
their task, are celebrated. So to claim that
the Bible portrays disability as punishment
for wrongdoing simply isn't true.

Special Feature: PY SRE
JASON MOSS

SIMON OWEN

BRETT WALKER

TRISH LEWIS

God works in Mysterious
(Miraculous) Ways
BY TRISH LEWIS

Commonly, it takes about nine
months to commence a high
school Christian SRE program. The
story of what God did in Campbelltown is rather different to this. The
Campbelltown Area High Schools
Ministry (CAHSM) board was up
and running in about six weeks,
but God had clearly been working,
as he always is, long before that.
Our first teacher, Jason Moss, was instrumental in beginning Christian SRE in
Campbelltown’s high schools. Jason was
studying at theological college and trying
to figure out exactly what God wanted him
to do when he graduated. He felt that God
was calling him to work amongst teenagers
in the high schools of Campbelltown.
The first anyone in Campbelltown actually knew about this fledgling ministry
was when Jason rang the local Anglican minister, to ask about how he could
be involved in teaching Christian SRE
in Campbelltown’s high schools. Nigel
Fortescue, the Anglican minister, was
relatively new to the area and as far as he
was aware there was no structured SRE
in the local high schools. Nigel made
contact with Youthworks and spoke with
Andy Stevenson, who at the time was
their high school advisor.
With experience in setting up many
boards, Andy galvanised the churches in
the area and arranged for an initial meeting in September 2010. During this meeting, Jason was introduced and was able to
share where God was leading him. Andy
explained the benefits and opportunities
available within high schools and how
the SRE Board would work. There were
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over one hundred people from the Baptist, Anglican and Presbyterian churches
in the area at that first meeting. Volunteers were asked to complete forms stating ways in which they were willing to
be involved in the ministry—prayerfully,
financially and physically.
Representatives from each of the affiliated
churches were selected and approved by
their ministers and the board was formed.
The first meeting of the board was about
eight weeks later.
The financial support CAHSM received
in the first two years of its existence was
nothing short of miraculous. Whilst
most boards, we were told, were in the
red and constantly chasing their next
dollar in order to pay their teachers, we
were and are still continually reminded
of God’s hand in the work and astounded
by his relentless provision.
Jason began teaching at our first local high
school in February 2011. He immersed
himself in the life of the school and they
encouraged him to be involved in any way
he was led. God had clearly been preparing the school. One of the ladies in the office told Jason in his first few days at the
school that she had been praying for an
SRE teacher for the school for 15 years!
At the beginning of 2012, CAHSM was
able to employ Jason full-time and also to
employ another SRE teacher, Simon Owen.
Simon was employed one day a week by
CAHSM and his church paid for him to
work one more day each week in the local high schools. In 2013, Brett Walker
was employed one day a week by CAHSM
and supported a further day a week by his
home church.
During the five years of CAHSM’s exist-

ence Christian SRE has commenced in
four local high schools, with three teachers
serving, and there are other activities occurring in another two schools with support from local youth workers. Additionally, the building of relationships with other
churches across Campbelltown means that
CAHSM also oversees Christian SRE in
two schools in Northern Macarthur.
As 2016 is underway, CAHSM is constrained by financial and practical limitations. God continues to provide and does
so extravagantly, particularly when the
need is high or fresh opportunities present
themselves. However, the vision of having
Christian SRE teaching in all high schools
in the area is yet to be fulfilled. Please pray
for the teachers and the schools where
Christian SRE is happening and for open
doors in other schools across NSW.
It is clear God has great plans for Christian
SRE in Campbelltown. The stories that tell
of the significant impact our teachers are
making in the lives of young people are astounding. The stories we hear of the miraculous impact our God makes in the lives of
young people are awe-inspiring.
Our God is gracious and merciful. Our
God is faithful to his promises. Our God
will never leave us. This is the most lifechanging news a young person in today’s
chaotic and confusing world can hear.
Trish Lewis is a primary school teacher
in the South West of Sydney who attends
Campbelltown Presbyterian Church. She
is a founding member of CAHSM’s board
where she is the secretary, and is involved
in the ministries of Presbyterian Youth.
If you would like further information
about CAHSM go to http://cahsm.com/

INTE RNSHIP
Introducing our new lecturers
Our long term lecturers at the Internship, Dave Thurston and Mark
Adams, are moving on to other responsibilities, and will no longer
be teaching at the Internship. Dave has been with the Internship
since its inception in 2003, and over the last 13 years
he has taught 249 young leaders God’s word and
Christian leadership. Not only has he taught with
great enthusiasm and depth during this time, he
has modelled to all of us what Christian leadership is. Mark too has modelled godly Christian
leadership and spent time getting alongside the
leaders, encouraging them as they step out in
leadership. He has been with the Internship since
2010 and has taught 125 young leaders in Old and
New Testaments and Christian belief. Words can’t
express how much PY appreciates all they have
done and given to the Internship program, and
we will miss them deeply.
We are pleased to announce that we have two new
lecturers starting this year, Dr John McClean and
Steve Mannyx! John will be teaching the Biblical subjects and Steve Christian Leadership and Management. Neither of
them are new to PY ministries. Steve has been a Group Leader at
the Internship for the past six years and has been involved in other
parts of camps before that. John has been presenting seminars at

Introducing some graduates
Grace Murray and Stephanie Katay
1. You have recently graduated after completing the Certiﬁcate of Theology that you started in your PY Internship. Tell
us how doing this course better equipped you to serve God
in your local church and grow in your relationship with Jesus.
Grace: It has greatly deepened my understanding of

God and of the Bible - from subjects that involve
delving into the Old Testament, to looking at how
we present the Bible to children. The Certificate of
Theology has certainly better equipped me both as
a leader in my church but also in my daily walk
with Jesus as I have come to understand Him more.
Stephanie: Since finishing the Certificate I've felt

much more confident in serving at church, and
have had deeper devotional times. Having a solid
base of biblical knowledge to draw on helps me
out in both of those areas. In particular, the practical subjects helped me think through my approach to serving.
2. What have you been doing in serving God in your local
church since ﬁnishing the PY Internship, and what have you
learnt about serving through these ministries?
Grace: Throughout the internship I served in the Sunday School,

and since completing the Internship I have also taken on the role of
youth group leading. There is a lot to be learnt about serving God
through ministry but particularly being humble and admitting that
we can't do anything without God.

the Young Adults Winter camp for many years and last year was the
speaker at Summer Camp. Both John and Steve have been members
of the Presbyterian Youth Committee in the past.
John is Vice Principal of Christ College and teaches in the areas
of Christian Thought focussing on Systematic Theology and Ethics. Within this he also teaches Westminster Confession and the
Church and Ministry unity. Previously John was the Minister of
Cowra Presbyterian Church (1995-2002).
John is interested in thinking about how the gospel engages with
contemporary culture and helping the church navigate faithful living in a post-Christian society. He used to do a bit of running, till
one of his knees gave out; now he is getting used to riding a bike.
John is married to Elizabeth and they have two teenage children.
Steve is the minister at Penrith Presbyterian Church since 2011,
and previous to that was assistant minster at Beecroft Presbyterian
(2009-2011). He graduated from Christ College in 2008, and has
also done missionary work in Turkey.
Steve is passionate about helping people grow in Christian maturity,
especially young people. He is always excited about being part of
the Internship team. Steve is a member of the Mt Druitt Wanderers,
a soccer team in the Blue Mountains Christian Football Association,
and is married to Nicole and has two young children.

Particular joys in ministry have included seeing young children
memorise Bible verses, and see them grapple with ideas of the
Christian faith, as well as being able to challenge and have deep
conversations with teenagers about who God is and His plan of
salvation for the world.
Stephanie: I have absolutely loved being a part of the kids’ church
team each week. I've been involved in the teaching as well as the
planning more recently. I've learnt that God loves everyone no matter how lovely or difficult they are.

3. What inﬂuence has the PY internship had on you in serving
and loving Jesus?
Grace: It is easy to think 'I know the Bible', but once you start

to look at it in detail such as through the Internship you realise
there is so much more to get out of it. The PY Internship has
helped me to grow in my relationship with God, enabling me
to serve Him better in Church and in life. One of the things I
particularly like is the relevancy of the subjects to experiences in
life. For example, one of the essays I had to write was considering the questions that people ask during times of suffering and
that particularly helped me when young adults asked me similar
questions on a Year 12 study camp. As I have thought deeper
about these issues, my love for God and the awe of the love God
has for me has grown so much.
Stephanie: The internship came at a really critical time for me - I
was starting university and learning how to be an adult! This meant
that the things I learnt at the internship shaped so much about how
I've served Jesus since then. The internship has absolutely made a
huge difference.
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Special Feature: Timothy Partnership

Timothy Partnership continues to
help people know the Bible better.
Going to church week to week, we keep hearing the
transforming words of the Bible. After a particularly
good sermon, or at the encouragement of a leader or
elder, we can end up wanting to know our Bibles even
better. But life is busy, and travelling for another evening
commitment can feel like too much of a commitment.
Enter the Timothy Partnership. It’s theological study at certificate
(2-3 hours per subject week) or Diploma (6-7 hours per subject per
week) level. You spend time listening to lectures or round-table discussions on a particular topic, and then complete some assessments.
We asked a couple of recent Timothy Partnership graduates what they
liked best about study, and how it’s helping them in their ministry.

James Turnbull
C H AT S W O O D P R E S B Y T E R I A N
I am an Elder at Chatswood Presbyterian and
co-lead a great bible study group. I also help
out with Youth group from time to time. I
am involved in Presbyterian Youth Camps
and the PY Committee too. I coach soccer,
but that may not strictly count…
It’s always helpful to have the big picture clear
when you are doing a Bible study. Timothy Partnership study helps you understand sermons better; it encourages
you lots; it helps give wisdom for situations; it inspires your own
and family devotions. It helps you every single day in some way
or another! One of my friends said that he used to have a big crisis
of faith every couple of years, but after he went to Bible college for
a year, it didn’t happen again. I think studying TP is like that – it
helps to ‘inoculate’ you to keep the Faith!
I have genuinely enjoyed and been stimulated by all the subjects
so far – but CH202 – The Church from Reformation to Modern
times covered an area of history and thought which I had wondered
about but never learned. John Knox amazed me with the courage
and impact of his life to the whole of civilization since. The course
also covered the spread of the Gospel in Australia via the Pressies,
Methodists and Anglicans too. Did you know that an evangelical
Chaplain was included in the First Fleet only because John Newton
and William Wilberforce lobbied the British PM of the time? These
are the shoulders we stand upon now.
The study really opens up the bible in several key ways – firstly it gives
insightful overviews of bible landscapes (such as the excellent NT201
– Context and setting of the Gospel Tradition). It also gives in depth
examination of books in the bible (doing NT207 - Revelation at the
moment, and I finally get it!) The study also covers important themes
(such as TH211 - The Holy Spirit, Grace and Hope), Ministry subjects,
and history too. It is the whole dining experience from soup to nuts!
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Stephen Bell
CHERRYBROOK PRESBYTERIAN
At my local church, I attend bible study, assist
in Lego League, and serve on the Committee of Management as Treasurer. Aside from
that for the last eleven or twelve years I have
been serving at PY Summer and Winter
Camps as a leader (typically a study leader,
however more recently as a mentor).
The Timothy Partnership has given me a greater
understanding of the Bible and how it fits together,
and also how to best read and interpret the Bible. This is an invaluable tool as a member of a Bible study, or as a small group study
leader at camps.
I would say that particularly the exegesis subjects (there are NT and
OT exegesis subjects), learning how to read and interpret the Bible
in the appropriate context is immensely useful, giving me a better
understanding of how the Bible fits together amongst itself.
I really enjoyed studying New Testament Exegesis through Revelation. I enjoyed learning better skills to interpreting the Bible while
working through Revelation, which is often seen as a daunting book
of the New Testament.

How is Timothy Partnership different to other
forms of theological study? BY DAVE PHILLIPS
I have tried a few different types of study over the years, some from
a booklet, some face-to-face, but it was hard work to travel across
town after work, when you are often quite tired and hungry.
So the distinguishing feature of Timothy Partnership is that it is
proper Distance Learning, and built that way from the ground up.
So you don’t attend lectures – you just listen to an hour of audio
every fortnight (I usually listen in the car). The format is a handful of experts having an informed chat on a Christian topic over
a coffee. It certainly does not resemble a formal lecture! And you
don’t attend tutorials either – you just participate in online forums,
facilitated by a tutor who posts questions each fortnight.
There are 12 core units and a stack of electives and intensives too.
If you want to give it a try, my recommendation would be to try an
overview subject first, such as NT201: Context and setting of the
Gospel Tradition. Start broad before you go deep!
As you can see, there are a lot of beneﬁts to online
theology study. If you’d like to improve your knowledge of the Bible without having to leave your
home, you can sign up for online theology study at
www.timothypartnership.com.au

METRO

CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

G

A N D RE C R

The METRO Conference this year
was held 29 February - 2 March 2016
at Namaroo Conference Centre,
Chatswood. Conference workshops
are a key component for developing METRO trainees (and their trainers) in personal godliness, ministry
skills and theological reﬂection.

MATT CROCKER & ANDREW COX

TERESA PUNNETT & CLARE MERKEL

LUKE THOMAS & STEWART PLAYSTEAD

PAUL SHEELY & LEN WOONINGS

ral care for helping people in crisis. To me it
was all about dealing with people’s “issues”.

my wife was essential, but I decided to do
other things. This not only has a detrimental
effect on my spiritual life but also that of my
wife. This was a very helpful reminder of
the necessity of prayer.

The workshops included:
• METRO vision (Russell Smidt)
• The spiritual life of a leader (Jamie Newans & Paul Sheely)
• Justification (Simon Wong)
• Pastoral care of women & children (Carmelina Read)
• Pastoral care (Clare Merkel)
• Reflecting in ministry (Russell Smidt)
• Social media (Ben Greig)
Following are some thoughts from a few
trainees on the workshops.
JUSTIFICATION Workshop
by Andrew Cox – 2nd year
METRO trainee at Wallsend
(Grace) Presbyterian Church

This workshop looked at the doctrine of justification by faith: that we find our justification solely on the grounds of Jesus Christ and
His righteousness. As wonderful and glorious as that is, I also walked away with something else on my mind: language matters. The
words which we choose, both in teaching and
conversation, are vitally important.
Firstly, it takes just one wrong word to distort
the gospel. How important it is for ministers
of the Word of God to teach with precision.
Secondly, while we might be clear in our
own mind, our listeners do not know what
we do not say, and may lack the background
knowledge to sift through our error. During the workshop, we all took a ten-question
quiz where we had to choose between two
options for each question. In a room full of
gospel workers and Bible teachers, one might
have hoped for perfect scores. If we were easily confused by subtle differences, how much
more must this be true for our flocks. We
need to speak with clarity, leaving no ambiguity, lest we teach people half truths.
Language matters, because God's truth
matters. May we be diligent with every
word, to preach Christ Jesus, His gospel,
and nothing else.
PASTORAL CARE Workshop
by Teresa Punnett – 1st year trainee
at Bathurst Presbyterian Church

One of my favourite workshops at METRO
Conference this year was “Pastoral Care”.
Like many people I think, I mistook pasto-

But Jesus didn’t do pastoral care that way.
His focus was on the eternal salvation and
spiritual growth of a person. And so, good
pastoral care will be primarily concerned
with a person’s growth in their faith no matter what issues may arise. That’s gospel-centred pastoral care.
Spiritual growth isn’t something we can
bring about on our own. Maturity in Christ
is brought about through the gospel, by the
Spirit. It’s the work of God alone. So I was
challenged to think about how prayer-dependent my pastoral care is. Am I prayerfully speaking the Word of God for the salvation of others?
This kind of gospel-centred pastoral care can
be done by all of us. This is my personal challenge: Is my care for others gospel-centred,
prayer-dependent, and striving to build up
those I minister to into maturity in Christ?
THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF
A LEADER Workshop
by Len Woonings – 1st year trainee
at Albury Presbyterian Church

One thing so many of us find difficult, including myself, is to keep our spiritual life
fresh. So many times my personal bible
reading and prayer falls to the side because
I feel I should be doing other things. Those
things can be great things to do, however
this means my spiritual life, my personal
relationship with God suffers.
While at the METRO conference “The spiritual life of a leader” workshop was not only
very helpful for me, but it was rebuking.
One thing that kept coming back to me in
keeping my spiritual life fresh was the importance of praying with my spouse. I am
reminded of all the times when praying with

Prayer and reading the bible are beautiful
gifts from God, where we can just spend
some time with God in person, the maker
of the universe. All that time not doing personal bible reading and prayer is just less time
speaking to and listening to God himself.
THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF
A LEADER Workshop
by Luke Thomas – 2nd year trainee at
Southern Cross Presbyterian Church

METRO Conference was a great few days
of catching up with fellow trainees and their
trainers. The workshop I really appreciated
was with Jamie Newans and Paul Sheely.
The two guys shared their journey in ministry with us and lots of wisdom along the
way. Hearing how Jamie starts his days in
God’s Word and how Paul emphasised the
importance of prayer in day to day life were
particularly helpful and memorable. It was
encouraging to see their dedication in passing on the legacy of 2 Timothy 2:2.

Applications to join
METRO as a trainee/
trainer for 2017-18 are
due by 31 August 2016.
Application forms are available
at www.metro.edu.au
Enquiries for METRO can be
made to the Convenor –
Russell Smidt:
admin@metro.edu.au
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ISSUE 2 2016
PROCLAIMING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
BY WORD AND DEED

EARLY BEGINNINGS
Laurie and Gwen Peake are PIM’s
longest-serving members. They have
served in three different Patrol Areas.
This is a little bit of their story.
Laurie became interested in Patrol
Ministry very early in life. At about 6
years old he met an Australian Inland
Mission Patrol Padre who showed him a
photo of his Land Rover bogged in a
creek on Cape York. Laurie decided then
and there that this was the work for him.
As the years passed, Laurie progressed
through school and worked hard on the
family farm in Wandoan, Queensland.
For many years he harboured the dream
to serve in mission of some kind, but for
a season the Lord did not open any such
doors. Laurie learnt to content himself
with being a faithful servant of God and
witness to Christ as a farmer in their local
community.
Laurie married Gwen and together they
began to build a life on the family farm.
Through many struggles and trials and
the ups and downs of life on the land,

they learnt much about God’s faithful
provision for His people. In mid-1981,
both Laurie and Gwen began to get a
sense that their time on the farm was
coming to a close. Their hearts were
drawn to the many opportunities and
needs in Home Mission work. They
applied for Home Mission service,
hoping that they would be given a
posting close to home so they could
keep and eye on the farm. Instead, they
were posted to Atherton in northern
Queensland. This turned out to be a
wonderful blessing from the Lord, as the
faraway posting made it impossible for
them to monitor the farm. So, after
appointing a manager to keep the farm
going, they headed off for three exciting
years in Atherton.
In Atherton, Laurie learnt ‘on the job’
about running a local church, working
with elders, conducting funerals and
weddings. Fulfilling and challenging
ministry opportunities, and the time to
spend days off exploring the beauty of
the area, ensured this season of ministry
remains a highlight of Gwen and
Laurie’s life.
It became clear that to continue on in
effective ministry, Laurie would need to
submit himself to some formal
theological studies in Brisbane. After a
hard-fought four years, slogging through
the curriculum, ably supported by Gwen
whose work as a teacher kept them fed
and the bills paid, Laurie emerged from
the college as a qualified minister.

Laurie keeping an eye on the herd
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After graduation Laurie and Gwen were
presented with several possible options
for ministry in Queensland. After thought
and prayer, they volunteered for ministry
in the Charleville-Blackall parish. This

Laurie and Gwen Peake

role included not just local church work,
but PIM Patrol ministry in the area. The
idea of Patrol Ministry, first discovered
by Laurie as a six-year-old boy, was
being fulfilled.
On commencement of the Patrol work,
the Peakes received very little instruction
on what they should actually do. They
were told where the boundaries of their
Patrol Area were and that they would
need to get to Mt Isa to collect their
patrol vehicle.
They learnt as they went and over eight
years they met many wonderful outback
characters, shared the gospel with all
sorts of people, and introduced many
Christians to the concept of ‘friendship
evangelism’.
On one patrol, Laurie took along a
Christian fellow by the name of Tony. At
the start of the patrol Tony said, “I can
only see this being a social mission. You
know, cups of tea with old ladies." It
wasn’t many days on patrol with Laurie
before Tony had to conclude, "Well, it
certainly wasn't a social mission!"
In time, the Peakes were reassigned to
South Australia where they lived in the

After many adventures in South Australia
and many conversations seasoned with
the Gospel, Laurie and Gwen moved
back ‘home’ to Wandoan. These days
Laurie and Gwen are back on their farm
where they grow Wagyu beef cattle and
Laurie is minister of the small

Presbyterian Church in Wandoan. But
they haven’t stopped Patrol Ministry.
Most months they head out for a few
days to visit outlying properties in the
rugged Leichhardt Patrol Area, taking
the Good News of Jesus to people who
are still far from God.

WITH THANKS TO THE RESERVE BANK OF AUSTRALIA…
Millions of PIM promotional brochures
have been printed, at no cost to PIM.
These are so widespread you probably
even have one in your purse or wallet
right now! What a blessing it is to have
something of the story of the Australian
Inland Mission, PIM’s predecessor, told
on the face of the twenty-dollar note!
The life and ministry of John Flynn are
depicted on the note. Much of the
imagery conveys the story of Flynn’s
most famous initiative, what has now
become the Royal Flying Doctor Service.
But if you look closely on the right hand
side of the note, you will see another
man. This man, astride one of the
camels purchased by Flynn, is Rev.
Coledge Harland, one of the early AIM
Patrol Padres. From around 1919 to
1921, Harland had the largest parish in
Australia: over three hundred thousand
square kilometres of outback South
Australia. Harland patrolled this territory
on the back of a camel. It is reported
that in one five-month period he rode
more than 1500 miles on that camel,
ministering to the people of the
outback.

like, but the core of the ministry still
remains the same. There are people
living in remote and isolated parts of our
enormous continent who, in the ordinary
course of their lives, have very limited
contact with Christians, the church or
any solid gospel message. It is these
people that PIM seeks to reach with the
Good News of Jesus.

cities are largely protected from.
However, isolated Australians still have
the same basic problem that each of us
has, regardless of where we live. Our sin
separates us from God, and we need a
Saviour to deal with that. Of all the
things that can be done to help the
people of the ‘Inland,’ the most
important is to introduce them to Jesus.

Many people living on the land struggle
through drought and flood and
experience suffering and hardship that
those of us who live in major towns and

So, next time you pull out a twentydollar note, why not pause for a moment
and pray for Australians living in remote
areas, and the PIM Teams who will be
taking the Gospel to them today?

Today, PIM Patrol Teams have traded in
the camels for Land Cruisers and the

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES IN PIM
A number of Patrol Areas across the
continent are currently vacant. In many of
these areas there is little or no Christian
witness and very little opportunity for
people to hear the Gospel. PIM is seeking
expressions of interest from people who
might be interested in joining our team.

If you love the Lord, have a desire to
share the gospel with people and are
available to live a somewhat nomadic
lifestyle, then we’d love to have a chat.
We currently have patrol opportunities
in NSW, WA, Central QLD, as well as

potential to help develop new patrol
areas based out of the Darwin and Alice
Springs Mission Churches.
To learn more, please visit our website,
find us on Facebook or give our CEO
Andrew Letcher a call on 0438 868 964.

Taking the Word of God into the vast Australian outback.
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little town of Quorn, south of the
Flinders Ranges. Using the experience
they had gained in Queensland, they
developed a series of Patrol routes
through the remote areas of that dry and
dusty part of the continent, taking the
Gospel with them wherever they went.

NEWS AND PRAYER POINTS

Mount Magnet
PIM Church
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The mining boom might be over, but the
Sunday School at the Mt Magnet church
is experiencing something of a boom of
its own. Eight or more kids are now in
regular attendance on Sunday mornings
before church. For many of these children,
this is their first exposure to the Gospel
message. Please pray for May and
Surendra Wesley as they teach these
kids, and try to connect with their parents.
*

*

*

A number of PIM team members have
had health concerns recently. Please
pray for the health and wellbeing of
each team member.
*

*

*

Over Easter various outreach events
where held by PIM teams in different
parts of the country. Please pray that
these events will deepen the
relationship people have with their local
PIM team and that further Gospel
opportunities will grow out of these.

An Easter Outreach event
was again held at the Smith
of Dunesk Mission building
in Beltana, SA

WANDERING AROUND WITH ANDREW LETCHER
Thirty years ago, as a kid, I left Tasmania
with my family when we moved back to
Melbourne for Dad to take on a new
parish. In February, I was able to return
to Tasmania for the first time in three
decades. It was wonderful to revisit
many places from my childhood and to
visit St Andrew’s Launceston where Dad
had been the assistant minister for five
and a half years.
The purpose of this trip to Tasmania was
to visit churches to share the ministry of
PIM with them and to explore the
possibility of PIM re-engaging with
Patrol work in that state. The PIM
Mackersey Patrol Area, covering the
Midlands area of Tasmania, has been
dormant for some time now.

Andrew Letcher
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The distances in Tasmania are relatively
small, given that many mainland PIM
Patrols Areas are much larger than the
whole state of Tasmania! But once you
get away from the main highways, and
down some of the back roads, you soon

find there are many remote and isolated
communities and properties with little or
no Gospel witness. These are exactly the
sorts of places where PIM can make a
difference.
One of the highlights of this trip was to
see what God is doing in and through
the Presbyterian Church in Tasmania. We
visited many congregations, enjoyed
some terrific preaching and warm
fellowship. Despite the inevitable
challenges and the ups and downs of
Gospel ministry, it was great to see the
church in Tasmania standing firm and
shining a light in their state. The Word is
being faithfully proclaimed and joyful
believers are gathering together to
worship our God.
Please join me in praying for God’s
people in Tasmania and for the
opportunities that exist there to
proclaim the name of Jesus in cities,
towns and homes.
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PRESBYTERIAN
INLAND MISSION
www.pim.org.au

NATIONAL OFFICE
PO Box 4014,
Croydon Hills VIC 3136

PIM PADRE TEAMS
Chris and Sandra Woonings
E: cwoonings@pim.org.au M: 0428 665 123 Southern Patrol WA
David and Gae McDonald
E: dmcdonald@pim.org.au M: 0438 218 551
John Flynn Patrol SA (‘Smith of Dunesk’ Beltana PIM Church)

OFFICE MANAGER

Greg and Janet Cripps E: gjcripps@pim.org.au M: 0407 406 628 South Patrol Qld

Mike Timmins
T: 03 9005 8256
E: admin@pim.org.au

Roger and Margaret Crane E: rcrane@pim.org.au M: 0439 515 163 North Patrol Qld

CEO
Andrew Letcher
M: 0438 868 964
E: ceo@pim.org.au

CONVENER
Les Fowler
M: 0427 521 083
E: convener@pim.org.au

Laurie and Gwen Peake E: lpeake@pim.org.au Leichhardt Patrol Qld M: 0427 486 677
Colin and Alison Morrow E: colinmorrow@pim.org.au; alisonmorrow@pim.org.au
M: 0407 220 005 Mungo Patrol NSW/Vic
Surendra and Ma’yan Wesley E: swesley@pim.org.au P: (08) 9963 4125 Mid West Patrol WA
(Mt. Magnet PIM Church)

PIM CHURCH WORKERS
Keith and Jenny Bell E: kjbell@pim.org.au M: 0438 719 956 Alice Springs PIM Church
Rob and Jeanette Duncanson E: rob@darwinpresbyterian.org.au M: 0413 021 716
Darwin PIM Church

RESPONSE FORM
Name ______________________________ Phone (

) ___________________ email ______________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ State ___________________ Postcode ___________
Donation – PIM general funds

Donation – PIM John Flynn/David and Gae McDonald

Donation – PIM Mid West/Surendra Wesley

Donation – PIM Mungo/Colin and Alison Morrow
Total
Return with payment to:

Payment details:

PIM
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136

Cheque enclosed (Payable to Presbyterian Inland Mission)
Charge my Credit Card
Card No.

Visa

Mastercard
Expiry date ____ / ____

Name on card _______________________ Signature __________________________________

Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
email: admin@pim.org.au

The Pulse 31

L AST WORD

WITH

PE TER BARNES

Same-sex marriage
and the 2016 election
“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD
our God. They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand ﬁrm.
LORD, give victory to the king! Answer us when we call!” Psalm 20:7-9

There was one occasion where a man in the crowd called
out to Jesus: ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.’ Jesus’ response has been much
debated, and misunderstood: ‘Man, who made me
a judge or arbitrator over you?’ (Luke 12:13-14)
He then went on to give a lesson against covetousness. Clearly, Jesus is not denying His Lordship over
all the world – after all, one day He will judge it – but
saying that His first task in coming to this earth was not to sort
out legal disputes.
The first task of the Church is to proclaim the gospel of Christ
crucified and risen. Political matters are important but not
central to the Church’s mission.
However, Australia faces a federal election on 2 July 2016
where one party – the one that has tried to parade itself as the
representative of the poor and oppressed - has declared that
within one hundred days of taking office, it would legislate in
favour of same-sex marriage; it would allow no religious exemptions for florists and bakers and the like in the work-place;
and the Safe-Sex Coalition pro-homosexual program would
be taught in every school.
Not that the present Prime Minister is much better.
He saw fit to join in the festivities at the Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras in late February, and is personally in favour of homosexuals marrying each other if they want.
So our contest looks like a phoney choice of Bill Shorten versus Malcolm Turnbull – Bib and Bub in the federal arena, with
little to distinguish one from the other.
Yet there is just one thing. Indeed, perhaps the only thing to
be said in favour of a divided and debased Liberal National
Party Coalition is that it will allow a plebiscite on the issue of
same-sex marriage.
We ourselves are to blame for this situation. A democracy undergirded by a lost electorate is a dangerous beast.
Simone Weil (pronounced ‘Vay’) argued for the abolition of
all political parties. She claimed that their essential tendency
is towards totalitarianism, and that the notion of the public
interest which they all invoke is a fiction, devoid of all reality.
They have no idea of goodness except their own growth.
Political parties exist to engage in propaganda, not education:

‘Political parties are organisations that are publicly and
officially designed for the purpose of killing in all
souls the sense of truth and of justice.’
They are just machines to generate collective passions.
It has become rather tough to try to argue that Ms
Weil is wrong. It is not just that some politicians are
corrupt; it is actually more alarming than that. There
is a deluded utopianism that prevails everywhere. Recently,
one single mother brought her complaints about the cost of
education for her children to the Prime Minister who was
out on the hustings and trying to convince voters that he was
a credible leader. Turnbull reassured the poor woman: ‘I can
feel what’s in your heart. You want those boys you brought
up to fly.’ If she was realistic, she would have been hoping
that her boys would survive the education system, and still
be able to read and write.
Wordsworth wished that Milton would have been living in his
time. We might lament the absence of a William Wilberforce.
Wilberforce possessed integrity and convictions, because he
knew the grace and the holiness of Christ: 'A man who acts
from the principles I profess reflects that he is to give an account of his political conduct at the Judgement seat of Christ.'
In the absence of a Wilberforce, we are back to deciding between Bib and Bub.
There is a real temptation to vote informal, and to wash one’s
hands of the matter.
Or perhaps one could write a few home truths on the ballot
paper in the hope that at least a scrutineer would read it and
be suitably enlightened.
But we live in a real fallen and debased world, with a choice of
two most unappealing options.
In the end, however, Christians must note the importance
of the modern attack on the biblical view of marriage, and
at least vote against a party that has declared its intention to
wage war on the Christian revelation.
This is to maintain what good we can maintain, and what freedom we can salvage in the face of what appears an all-prevailing commitment in politics, the media, and academia to what
is contrary both to common-sense and the Bible.

