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Many who know me know 
that I often quote Ro-
mans 12:3-8, which 
celebrates God’s grace 
and mercy through 
the gifts He gives to 
every single person in 
the world, and His call to 
all those who believe in Him 
to bring their God-given gifts 
together into the one body, 
the body of Christ. 

One of the goals of the Pulse magazine is 
to share knowledge and understanding of 
the ways that God works through the gifts 
that He has given His people; to praise 
Him for the achievements that He brings 
to bear through His myriad servants 
throughout the Church.

Over the many editions since the Pulse was 
first published in April 2008, we have had 
articles on most if not all of the ministries 
undertaken by the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia in NSW and ACT.  During the 
past 12 months, we have looked at the min-
istries undertaken by the nurses and staff at 
Allowah Children’s Hospital; the teachers 
and staff educating more than 3500 students 
across our eight schools; our youth minis-
tries, including SRE in schools; and our mis-
sionaries and world mission program. 

In this edition we focus on Christ College 
and its ministry to educate future min-
isters, elders and church workers in the 
Word and to raise them up to teach others 
about Jesus.  While the College has changed 
over the years, “Christ for all of life” as the 
College’s essence and core purpose has re-
mained the same. 

As outlined in the article written by our Ed-
itor, Karen Forman, “The emphasis of the 
College is on practical Bible-based training 
which is ministry oriented.”  “Christ College 
is involved in training pastors, church plant-
ers, deaconesses, missionaries, chaplains, 
youth workers and others who simply want 
a better understanding of God’s word and 
better skills for communicating their faith.”

God’s grace can be seen in the 160 students 
who are enrolled this year in Christ College 
courses, including 33 who are enrolled for 
ministry training.  

It is wonderful to see God working through 
the men and women who have commit-

ted to study His word through these 
courses.  I encourage everyone, 
young and old to improve their 
knowledge and skills about God’s 
work in and through the College, 
and to think about the opportu-

nity of learning more about Christ 
and His teaching through enrolling 

in a course.

We have some excellent book reviews, in-
cluding ‘Changing Lanes, Crossing Cultures’, 
which is designed to equip Christians and 
churches for ministry in a culturally-diverse 
society. It highlights the richness of diversi-
ty of the many gifted Christians from across 
world cultures coming together as members 
of the one body of Christ.

Presbyterian minister Rev Jason Forbes 
reviews ‘Healed at last: separating Biblical 
truth from myth’, which resonates strong-
ly with Jason’s own journey with cerebral 
palsy.  This is an outstanding review which 
I commend to you.  As Jason says of the 
author, Scott Blackwell, “Blackwell’s hope 
does not reside in the prospect of being 
healed.  Rather, his hope is in the promises 
of God confirmed by the cross of Christ.”  
This beautifully reflects the hope that we all 
share as His people.

Roy Williams, a friend and fellow member at 
Chatswood Presbyterian Church, has writ-
ten a critical review of Hugh Mackay’s book, 
Beyond Belief.  We on the editorial team 
hope you are challenged by it.  Indeed, we 
hope our readers both enjoy and are chal-
lenged by all the reviews we have included 
in this edition.  Our Editor, Karen, is always 
on the look-out for good book reviews, so 
please keep sending them to her.  

You will find a very big and heartfelt thank 
you from Allowah Children’s Hospital for 
the generous giving by many donors over 
the Christmas period following our article 
in December.

I extend my sincere thanks to all those who 
gave financially last year, and who continue 
to do so this year.  This is a ministry that pro-
vides tremendous relief to families and their 
children, and I thank God for the faithful-
ness and skills of the CEO, Liz McClean, and 
her staff at the hospital.

I trust you enjoy this edition.
In His service,
Jeof Falls

Editorial 
W I T H  J E O F  FA L L S

O U R  C O L L E G E  M I N I S T R Y
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Rising from the site of the former Scottish 
Hospital at Paddington, the first stage of 
The Terraces, a transformative project for 
PAC, is expected to open by the end of the 
year. The first retirement village residents 
are set to arrive in November. 

In the same month, the brand new 100-
bed residential aged care facility will open, 
with the existing 88-bed facility built in the 
1970s closing its doors.

• All the structural work on the five-storey 
Bradley Apartments building (contain-
ing 10 independent living units) is com-
plete, with fit out now occurring; 

• The fifth storey of the six-storey Mackie 
Building residential aged care facility is 
now under construction; and

• The basement parking levels are under-
going final fit out.

Presbyterian Aged Care NSW and ACT CEO, 
Paul Sadler (pictured above), said he was 
pleased with progress to date, although it had 
not been without issues.

“All building projects throw up their challeng-
es, and this one has been no exception,’’ he said.

“The main culprit in this case has been 
the heritage-listed former Scottish Hospi-
tal building (to be known as the Scottish 
Apartments in its new guise as nine inde-
pendent living units).

“PAC and the builder Multiplex knew from 
the start how complex the refurbishment of 
a building dating back to the 1840s would 
be.  It has proved every bit of that.  Multi-
plex is dealing with termite damage, poor 
historic building practices, contamination 
challenges and so on.’’

Works had also been delayed due to the 
collapse of the foundations to a wall in the 
eastern side of the heritage building. 

“This eventually required us to go to the 
Land and Environment Court late in 2016 
to resolve how Multiplex could safely and 
legally proceed with necessary demolition 
and restoration work,’’ Mr Sadler said.

“While work has now resumed, there are 
still complications in finishing the refur-
bishment work.

“As a result, the 13 independent living units 
in the Scottish Apartments and Gatekeepers 
Apartments (new building) at the south end of 
the site will now be completed in early 2018.’’

Stage Two (construction of 52 independent 
living units in the new MacCormick Apart-
ments building) will commence in Novem-
ber 2017 once the existing PAC Paddington 
aged care building is vacated.  The whole 
project will be complete by April 2019.

Mr Sadler said the work has proved fasci-
nating to the residents living in PAC Pad-
dington aged care facility.

“Many is the time you can find our resi-
dents sitting outside in the sun observing 
the trucks come and go, the huge crane 
at work and the buildings rising from the 
deep hole for the basement levels,’’ he said.

“We would also like to pay our compli-
ments to the staff, residents, families and 
visitors to PAC Paddington, who are put-
ting up with the disruption to their lives 
with minimal complaint.

“It is also pleasing to report a high level of 
interest in the new retirement village, with 
three quarters of the independent living 
units available in Stage One pre-sold and a 
waiting list already in place when we open 
Stage Two inquiries shortly.  We anticipate 
a similar strong interest in the residential 
aged care service.’’

“The PAC Committee and management 
team appreciate your prayers and support 
for this endeavour.  We cannot wait to pro-
vide accommodation and care for the older 
people who will live with us there, with a 
commitment to excellence inspired by the 
teachings of the Lord Jesus.’’

PAC’s excitement as The Terraces 
takes shape at Paddington
B Y  K A R E N  F O R M A N

There is a sense of growing excitement across Presbyterian Aged Care (PAC) as  the largest 
ever building project ever undertaken by an arm of the Presbyterian Church in NSW enters 
a “landmark year’’.
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And everyone is invited!

Presbyterian Church of Australia Modera-
tor-General, John Wilson, is part of a com-
mittee organizing the celebrations, which 
will take place in October.

“October 2017 is our chance to reacquaint 
ourselves with Reformation truth, take a 
firm hold of free and sovereign grace of-
fered through Christ; and engage in the 
great task of evangelisation of the lost,’’ Mr 
Wilson said.

“To help us remember and to reacquaint 
ourselves with Reformation truth, we’re of-
fering free internet access to two historical 
video presentations on Luther - covering 
two periods of his life. These will be suitable 
for use in small-group ministry, will run for 
approximately half an hour, and will have 
useful discussion questions attached.

“To help us take a 
firm hold on Christ 
and to understand 
free and sovereign 
grace more clearly, 
we’re publishing the 
book, Truth Matters 
in which eight Aus-
tralian Presbyterian 
ministers have each 
written a chapter on 
the major theological 
themes of the Bible.

“This book is ideal for home Bible study 
groups, and is still available - $5 per copy 
(or 12 for $50) from the NSW Church offic-
es. Contact: general@pcnsw.org.au

“To help us engage in the great task of evan-
gelisation of the lost, we’re encouraging 
every congregation to organise outreach 
events within their own community. To 
assist, a panel of PCA-trained evangelists 

from throughout the nation is being 
assembled and will be available, upon 
request.’’

In Queensland, Victoria, NSW and Tas-
mania, the team has  assembled evan-
gelists to be available to churches. Local 
churches are being asked to organise 
evangelistic events. Some churches are 
holding men's breakfasts, ladies after-
noon teas, after school meetings for 
children, Question and Answer sessions 
for students, restaurant meetings, and 
guest services are planned for Sundays.

To tap into this, contact David Cook by 
email at:   dac@damc.com.au

Mr Wilson said when thinking of Mar-
tin Luther’s zeal for the Gospel and his 
energy for drawing people to Christ, 
people must engage in evangelism.

“Luther was many things … a man of 
many talents, with even a few rough 
corners … but he was never selfish 
with the grace of God and the glory of the 
Gospel,’’ he said.

“We dare not be selfish with our laying hold 
of Reformation truth. Historian Stephen 
Nichols says: “We remember Luther best 
when we proclaim Christ and the gospel to 
our world of need.”

Four tracts have been produced. Mr Wil-
son said the committee was grateful to Bill 
Medley, Phil Campbell, Bryson Smith and 
Cameron and Rachel Griffiths for these. 

“They are ideal to hand out to people or to 
have available at your church door: "Three 
Reasons To Take God Seriously"; "Why 
should you take Jesus seriously?"; "Hungry 
Hearts" and the one for children  "Tak-
ing God Seriously", are now available at:  
general@pcnsw.org.au

These have been produced thanks to fund-
ing from the General Assembly Trustees and 
are available for the cost of postage only. 

Mr Wilson and his wife, Paula, will lead a 
tour of Reformation sites in Europe to coin-
cide with the actual date of Luther's public 
challenge, October 31.

This tour is now closed, but he has invited 
us to pray for its success and witness. For 
two days the tour group will meet in con-
ference with the World Reformed Fellow-
ship Assembly in historic Wittenberg.

“Our Committee has worked hard to make 
these resources available so that our cele-
bration of the Reformation might have an 
eternal impact. Please pray that they will.’’

David Burke is the Modera-
tor-elect for the 2017 Presby-
terian Church of NSW Gener-
al Assembly in July.

Mr Burke became a Presbyterian Minister in 
1979 and has been a pastor at Henty, Strathfield 
and in Singapore.

He has a long involvement in Christian and 
theological education and, for a period, was 
extensively involved with NSW Presbyterian 
church schools. 

He served as the denominational Director of 

Christian Education (1989-99) and has been a 
full time teacher at Christ College since 2011.

He is involved in majority-world ministry 
training (especially in Timor Leste) and is on 
the interim-session for a church plant in the 
Green Square area of Sydney.

He has been married to Glenda since 1972, 
with whom he has three adult children and five 
grandchildren. 

David and Glenda belong to Concord 
Cornerstone Church and live in Ash-
field. David enjoys people, ideas, travel, 
swimming and photography. He blogs at  
davidburke51.blogspot.com.au.

Celebrate 500 years since the Reformation

Moderator-elect announced

HungryHearts?
When Bruce Springsteen sings “Everybody’s got a hungry heart,” 

almost everyone joins in. According to the old song, it’s a hunger 

for a place to rest. 

 What are you hungry for? 
Have you found your place to rest? 

Or maybe it’s a hunger for success: a feeling that if you can get over 

the hurdles, and get the right stuff, you’ll find satisfaction. Maybe 

you’re just hungry for reliable love? Or perhaps your hunger runs 

even deeper? 

Jesus Christ famously  said, “Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness… for they will be filled.”  

In other words, if you’re not persuaded by the arguments for the 

absence of God, and if you’re heart-hungry for things between 

God and you to be put right…  Jesus makes the radical claim that 

he can help. All you need to do is come to him, hungry 

and thirsty. He’ll do the rest. 

Luther decided to work harder at simply loving God. But he was never 

sure he was loving God enough. It’s hard work. Have you tried it?

Then he tried meditation. According to an expert from the Deepak 

Chopra Group, all you need to do is sit quietly for 20 minutes each 

day for 30 days, and you’ll get in the groove. Or maybe mindfulness 

- soothe your inner child by colouring detailed designs with freshly

shaved pencils?

Tried it? Still hungry?

Aren’t there thousands of great thinkers we should take seriously? Why should we take Jesus more seriously than any of them? How could we know if any religious teacher had it right unless God came down in person and told us?

Why
should you
take Jesus
SERIOUSLY?

3 Reasons
to take God seriously

DAVID BURKE

“Taking God Seriously” is the theme of celebrations set 
to mark 500 years since the Protestant Reformation was 
launched, when Martin Luther posted his 95 thesis.
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Jinhi Kim

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY.
I have two young adult sons, Nelson and 
Andrew.

WHAT CHURCH DO YOU BELONG TO?
I have been part of Sydney Young Nak Pres-
byterian Church at Telopea since my youth. 
Our Korean congregation services com-
menced in 1981 at Burwood Presbyterian 
Church.

WHAT WAS YOUR PREVIOUS WORK?
I have been a Lawyer in a private practice 
until 2016. I am currently taking leave from 
the profession to study at Christ College.

WHAT ARE YOU STUDYING THIS SEMESTER?
Old Testament, New Testament, Greek and 
Early Church History.

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE CHALLENGES 
OF STARTING STUDY?
The main challenge has been leaving work 
and taking a break in my career, especially 
having to clear up all the files and delegate 
them to my colleagues. The other challenge 
has been restructuring finances and making 
a compromise to survive on a lower income.

WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO START 
STUDYING?
My motivation to start Christ College was 
to be better equipped and be a 'Christian 
Lawyer' driven by our sovereign God. I 
hope to deepen my relationship with our 
gracious Lord and serve him in accordance 
to his instructions and guidance.

Michael and 
Lauren Riske

WHAT IS YOUR DAUGHTER'S NAME?
Abigail.

WHAT CHURCH HAVE YOU COME FROM?
Cornerstone Presbyterian Church in 
Hobart.

WHAT WAS YOUR PREVIOUS WORK?
Michael was a ministry apprentice and Lau-
ren was a stay at home mum.

WHAT ARE YOU STUDYING THIS 
SEMESTER?
Michael is studying Jesus and the Gos-
pels, Introduction to Old Testament, 
Greek, Introduction to Systematic 
Theology and Introduction to Preach-
ing; Lauren is doing Ministry Training 
for Women.

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE CHALLENGES 
OF MOVING AND STARTING STUDY?
Uprooting ourselves from Tasmania 
and beginning a new chapter of our 
lives in Sydney.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS AFTER 
COLLEGE?
Pastoral ministry in Tasmania 
(if the Lord wills).

Andrew Sylvester

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMILY. 
I am married to Esther Han Bit (née Kim) and 
we have a three month old daughter, Abigail.

WHAT CHURCH DO YOU BELONG TO?
I am a member of Beecroft Presbyterian 
Church. 

WHAT WAS YOUR PREVIOUS WORK?
I have been practising as a Chiropractor for 
seven years and was on staff with The Navi-
gators at Macquarie University. 

WHAT ARE YOU STUDYING THIS 
SEMESTER?
I have started studying my MDiv, begin-
ning with Greek, Old Testament Founda-
tions, Jesus and the Gospels and Introduc-
tion to Preaching.

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE CHALLENGES 
OF STARTING STUDY?
I’ve had to cut back on good things I have 
been committed to in the past so that I can 
focus on developing into the minister God 
would have me be. I’ve also had to trust 
that God will provide for my family's needs 
and see us through this season of life as we 
move forward in faith and obedience.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS AFTER 
COLLEGE?
I plan to help mature and grow the local 
church into Christ-likeness that they may 
be the light to the world in the community 
that's around them.

C H R I S T  C O L L E G E :  P A S T ,  P R E S E N T  A N D  F U T U R E
 A SPECIAL SIX-PAGE FEATURE BY KAREN FORMAN

Christ College kicked off the new academic year at the start of February. There has been a great 
buzz around the college as new students settle in and get to know each other; and everyone 
gets down to learning for the year. We caught up with a few of the new students and asked 
them to introduce themselves.

Welcome New Students
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Christ College: A Special Feature

When PCNSW Moderator Paul Harris was a 
student at the Presbyterian Theological Cen-
tre way back in 1995, on his path to becom-
ing a parish minister, he attended lectures 
in former squash courts, studied in a tiny 
library space and ate his lunch in a bridge 
between two buildings.

Although Paul, 46, who studied for a Bache-
lor of Theology and is now minister at Taree, 
has positive memories of his four years at 
college, his experience was nothing like that 
which new student Rob Falls is set to have as 
he begins his studies this year.

For the first two years, he had to commute 
to Sydney from Newcastle, where he had 
been a casual teacher, staying overnight 
some weeks.

He and his wife then lived in an old cottage 
owned by Kogarah Presbyterian Church.  It 
was demolished when Kirk Place was built.  
In 1999, he had one subject to finish and pa-
stored the church in Tahmoor.

"The college buildings were actually extend-
ed at the end of my first year,’’ Paul says. 
"Originally the house on Shaftesbury Rd in 
Burwood contained reception and offices 
for staff. The classrooms and library were in 
renovated squash courts behind the house.  
They built a bridge to join the house to the 
college building and renovated the second 
floor. The bridge became our communal 
area and kitchen.’’

Paul saw two new classrooms built and the 
library expanded to include the old class-
rooms upstairs.  But, as he says, even with 
extensions the library space was tiny and 
squashed and there was only one computer 
in the library to access the catalogue (there 
was an old-school card catalogue as well).

"It always had an old quaint feeling about it 
whereas now we have a designed-for-pur-
pose building."

Fast-forward to 2017.  The college commu-
nity now enjoys a smart new multi-million 
dollar building under a new name - Christ 
College. Accommodation is provided for stu-
dents on site in a block of nine home units.  
Students study in beautiful, spacious new 
surrounds, borrowing books from a large, 
extensive library and being able to download 

resource material from 
the comfort of their own 
homes. They can also use 
laptop computers and 
tablets in lectures. As 
with the world itself, the 
Presbyterian Church of 
NSW-owned and oper-
ated Christ College has 
changed and moved with 
the times. 

The college was initially 
established as The Theo-
logical Hall in 1873 by 
the NSW Presbyterian 
Assembly to provide 
training for Presbyterian 
ministers. It has under-
gone several name and 
location changes over the 
years. The latest changes occurred when the 
current new building was opened on Febru-
ary 21 2014 and given its new name. 2017 
will also be a year in which the college con-
tinues to develop and embrace change.

Principal Ian Smith is very excited at im-
provements to do with the delivery of ac-
ademic courses, and in how the college is 
addressing a generation of students who 
have grown up in the digital age. 2017 sees 
the establishment of a new Centre for Pas-
toral Leadership and further development of 
courses for elders, intensive classes, off-site 
retreats, and on-going training for those en-
gaged in various forms of ministry. Various 
courses can be accessed at certificate level, 
in non-accredited study, in the Masters pro-
gram or in doctoral research. The college has 
appointed a new academic registrar, Daniel 
Wood, who started at the end of August, 
while former registrar Allister Lum Mow 
has taken on the newly introduced role of 
operations manager and executive assistant 
to the principal.

Like Ian Smith, Daniel and Allister have 
been much looking forward to getting start-
ed on 2017.

As is new student in 2017, Rob Falls, 25, 
who is excited about his decision to study at 
Christ College.

Rob, who lives in Turramurra with wife Ele-
na and two year old son Zac, has just started 

studying full time for a 
Master of Divinity/Grad-
uate Diploma of Divin-
ity. This 'double award' 
will take four years and 
at the end of it he hopes 
to work in ministry full-
time, although he isn’t 
too sure exactly where.

"I was working for Syd-
ney University with the 
Evangelical Union as a 
ministry trainee and I 
love student ministry 
work and would love to 
go back and do that," he 
says, just two days into his 
new career as a full-time 

student.

"This is the first face-to-face college study I 
have done, so life has changed a lot already. 
I did a Certificate of Theology through the 
Timothy Partnership online, when I did 
a PY internship when I finished school in 
2010. But now I have classes four days a 
week, with work outside of class, and it’s a 
40 hour week.

"I have heard there are a couple of online 
subjects I can do and have been told about 
the online data bases the college has. We 
can log onto documents and lecture notes. 
So the big advantage of this is that I can 
come home from class and do the rest of 
my study online at home.

"In years gone by, if you needed the books, 
you would need to be there. My wife is now 
working full-time as a nurse, shift work, so 
every week is different. To have the flexibil-
ity of being at home to pick Zac up from 
day-care, or to look after him so she can 
do Ministry Training for Women at Christ 
College . . . it is perfect for a family with 
young children."

As with many former students, Rob has 
had to leave full-time work behind to take 
up his studies.

"My wife has had to go back to full-time work, 
which she is happy to do.  Fee-Help means I 
don’t have to pay upfront. Financially it will be 
tricky, but that’s the sacrifice you have to make 
if you decide to train for ministry. We are still 

C H R I S T  C O L L E G E : 

M O V I N G  W I T H  T H E  A G E S

The Presbyterian Church of NSW’s theological college has undergone more than a few geo-
graphical and cosmetic changes since it was established 144 years ago. As the 2017 academic 
year gets underway, KAREN FORMAN takes a look at the college of yesterday and today – and 
how it is not only keeping up with the electronic age but also looking ahead.

CHRIST COLLEGE PRINCIPAL IAN SMITH
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trying to figure out what that will look like but 
I am confident that God has it all in hand."

Rob concedes he hadn’t always thought 
ministry would be the career for him. In 
fact, after a little while wanting to be an 
actor, he had decided to head for archae-
ology.  "I really loved 
old things. I loved the 
ancient world.  I did 
a Bachelor of Arts at 
Sydney Uni; history/hu-
manities type subjects. I 
then worked in admin 
and HR consultancy 
type stuff before head-
ing back onto Sydney 
Uni campus as a staff 
member to do the train-
eeship with EU. Now 
I get to study ancient 
things – like Greek!’’

But it’s no great sur-
prise he finds himself 
at theological college 
in his mid-20s. Born 
into a Christian fam-
ily, Rob was heavily 
involved with PY, its 
camps, and was a youth leader at church. 
"I did a whole bunch of stuff on campus 
at uni as well. People kept saying you are 
good at this, and I loved it as well.  I love 
teaching the Bible and helping people un-
derstand it, so I took up the position at 
Sydney Uni."

Rob sees himself as part of a new generation 
of young students who are heading to Christ 
Church to do their full degree and is grateful 
for new developments and the new building. 
He especially believes the name change from 
Presbyterian Theological Centre to Christ 
College was a positive move.

"The facilities are great. The access to re-
sources is on par with other universities 
and colleges. Working for the EU, which 
was non-denominational but with a lot of 
strong Anglican influence, I saw a lot of my 
colleagues heading to Bible College at Moore 
or SMBC. When I said I was going to Christ 
College, they would say, that’s new, and were 
interested in hearing about it. 

"The name speaks 'college', rather than 'cen-
tre’ and I think getting Presbyterian out of 
the name was a good marketing move, as 
people see it as a real option for people con-
sidering to study no matter what kind of 
ministry they want to do, or where... where-
as a decade ago, they might just have done 
their final year at PTC to become a Presby-
terian minister."

One thing that has not changed over the years 
is Christ College’s essence and purpose. As it 
states on its website, Christ College believes 
in, "Christ for all of life". As such, the College 
longs to see all of God’s people equipped in 
every aspect of their lives.

The commitments of the 
College are very clearly 
articulated.  If you enrol 
at Christ College, you 
will engage in study that 
moves your heart, nour-
ishes your soul, challeng-
es your mind and trans-
forms your character in 
response to our glorious 
God and his work in 
Christ. You will belong 
to a warm and intimate 
learning community that 
encourages you to love 
God fully in and beyond 
your study.  You will be 
encouraged to see people 
through God’s eyes and 
love them as whole peo-
ple in ways that will help 
them to flourish. 

You will deepen your commitment to care 
for people in their struggles. You will re-
fine your ability to share God’s good news 
with others, and to demonstrate God’s love 
to them in their diverse needs, and support 
them as they grow to ma-
turity in Christ. Students 
meet God in his word, 
marvel at the wonder of 
his grace in Christ, and 
stand in awe at the vast 
dimensions of his work.  
They delve into rich Bibli-
cal theology in a coherent 
confessional tradition that 
brilliantly presents Christ 
as the Lord and Saviour of 
his people and world.

And then, they will serve 
God’s world through 
God’s Church.  They will 
have trained their minds, 
fostered their hearts and 
developed their skills.  
They will bear witness to Christ in word and 
in deed and grow as an ambassador of Christ 
who faithfully speaks his message and mod-
els Christ-like living. 

Christ College says that whether you are 
heading toward pastoral leadership, or serv-
ing God in other callings, it will be excited to 
walk with you as you explore what it means 
to live for Christ in all of life.

Looking at the beautiful building at 1 Clar-
ence St, Burwood, in Sydney’s inner west 
now, it is difficult to imagine how it may 
have been in its past.

Indeed, Sue Pacey, the librarian with the Fer-
guson Memorial Library (Archives of the Pres-
byterian Church in NSW which is housed at 
Church Offices in Chalmers St, Surry Hills), 
says surprisingly the library does not have a 
large amount of history on the college.

Sue says the Theological Hall was within the 
St Andrew’s College building at the Univer-
sity of Sydney and later had a separate build-
ing in the grounds of St Andrew’s College. 

"Candidates for the ministry, home mis-
sionaries and deaconesses were trained at 
the Theological Hall.  At some stage in the 
1960s, the United Faculty at the Hall was 
formed. It provided training for candidates 
for the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congre-
gational ministry, and teachers came from 
all three churches,"  she said.

"I assume that this came to an end at the time 
of church union in 1977. I think ministerial 
training was continued until 1983 at St An-
drew’s. St Andrew’s is no longer a Presbyte-
rian property."

As the Presbyterian Training Institute com-
menced in the post-union church, it was 
given a wider range of responsibilities than 

just the training of min-
isters.  In 1983 it moved 
from St Andrew’s Col-
lege to a new location 
in Ashfield, in Sydney’s 
inner west. The Insti-
tute’s library was housed 
in the vestry of Ashfield 
Presbyterian Church and 
lectures were held in the 
adjoining Goodlet Insti-
tute (church hall).  It was 
at this stage that former 
principal, Dr John Da-
vies, commenced his in-
volvement.

From 1987, the college 
moved to its current loca-
tion in Burwood and op-

erated under the name Presbyterian Theo-
logical Centre (PTC) which continued until 
the opening of Christ College after major 
renovations and additions three years ago. 
These renovations, overseen by the Presby-
terian Church’s property trust, included the 
construction of two towers: one being the 
theological college, the other being 42 in-
dependent living units which are currently 
beng sold.

Feature

ROB FALLS AND FAMILY

Students meet God 
in his word, 

marvel at the wonder 
of his grace in Christ, 

and stand in awe 
at the vast dimensions 

of his work.

Christ College: A Special Feature
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PCNSW Development Manager John Ishak, for whom the $30 million 
(in total) project was all consuming, from the turning of the first sod 
right through to moving the college library book by book into the new 
building, and then finally handing over the keys of the 42 units to the 
managing agents, looks back now with a sense of satisfaction – but it’s 
not quite over yet.

"I feel privileged to have been part of the successful development of 
both Christ College and the Independent Living Units. The outcome is 
better than the artist impressions," he said.

"There are always valuable lessons learned and I’ll be even happier 
once all the units are fully occupied. That's the focus now."

As for Principal Ian Smith, the now three year old building project is 
something he still thanks God for on a regular basis.  The expanded 
facilities house an expanded staff catering for  expanded student num-
bers, expanded programs and a really exciting future.

Perhaps once seen as an exclusively Presbyterian place to learn how to 
become a Presbyterian minister, Christ College now, as new student 
Rob says, has found a place alongside the previously better known and 
more popular colleges without losing anything of its original mission.

"Christ College is involved in training pas-
tors, church planters, deaconesses, missionar-
ies, chaplains, youth workers and others who 
simply want a better understanding of God’s 
word and better skills for communicating their 
faith," Ian says.

"The emphasis of the College is on practical 
Bible-based training which is ministry ori-
ented. There is great flexibility in the ways the 
teaching resources of the College may be uti-
lised to the best advantage by any individual."
While being under the governance of the Pres-
byterian Church, the College is an affiliated in-
stitution of the Australian College of Theology 
delivering the ACT’s undergraduate and post-
graduate degrees and diplomas.

SO WHAT IS AHEAD IN 2017?
Ian Smith says the College has recognised that 
leadership is an area that needs development, 
so has responded by establishing a new Centre 
of Pastoral Leadership – something unique in 
the theological college marketplace.

"We are doing this in partnership with (Assem-
bly committee) Ministry and Mission; and the 
MDF (Ministry Development Fund) will assist 
with funding," he says.

"We realise that leadership is an area we 
need to address as a church.  Any pastor 
or elder knows the difficulty of effectively 
leading a group of people who associate 
with a church on a voluntary basis.  In the 
results of the National Church Life Survey, 
the greatest area of challenge for the Pres-
byterian Church is leadership.

"Dr Jonathan Pratt, who was previously a 
senior lecturer in leadership and manage-
ment at the University of Technology, Syd-
ney (UTS) will oversee the rolling out of the 
new centre.  Jon has been involved at Christ 
College over the past four years during 
which time we have developed a program 
for leadership development mainly focused 
on trainee ministers. In 2017 our focus will 
broaden to include those currently in lead-
ership roles, for elders, as well as those cur-
rently studying for ministry. We hope that 
the Centre for Pastoral Leadership will be a 

place of thought leadership.  It will help us to wrestle with issues 
of Christian leadership as books are written, study guides are pro-
duced and conferences are held.  It’s an exciting venture and we 
have already attracted some people to the College because of this 
new offering."

"We have three years of funding in which to get the Centre up 
and running". 

"Other areas of the College’s life will continue in 2017.  Handling 
God’s word, resulting in effective preaching is an important focus.  
We also need to develop self-awareness within our students and 
the ability to build teams with people. A minister needs to gain 
the respect of his congregation and needs certain skills to do this. 
So much of what ministers do is an extension of their own walk 
with Christ.  Many go into ministry because they are skilled in 
certain areas, but sadly some leave prematurely due to character 
issues. Leading a church is different from being the managing di-
rector in a big company who hires and fires employees.  We need 
to earn people’s respect."
In 2017 Christ College will continue with intensive classes, blended 
mode, offsite retreats, conferences, and on-line learning.

"We recognise that we need to go out there; there is a focus on-site 
at College, but we also need to offer off-site and online alternatives 

A SKETCH OF THE ORIGINAL HOUSE AT THE FRONT OF THE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE PROPERTY. 
IT WAS USED ON CARDS TO PROMOTE THE COLLEGE.  PHOTO COURTESY FERGUSON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY, ARCHIVES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN NSW.

THE CHRIST COLLEGE OF TODAY AND THE FUTURE.

Christ College: A Special Feature



The Pulse 9

HIGHLIGHTS 
FOR 2017

M A R C H
Graduation ceremony March 8

A P R I L
Study Tour to Israel and Jordan – a 
unique chance for the College to 
visit Jerusalem coinciding with 
both Easter and Passover

J U L Y
Refocus Conference: an initiative 
of the new Centre for Pastoral 
Leadership –  July 3

M A R C H / AU G U S T
Special intensives with Guest 
Lecturers:
 
Dr Bradley G. Green (author of 
Covenant and Commandment) 
March 13-17 

Dr Timothy Witmer (author of 
Shepherd Leadership) 
August 14-18

AU G U S T
Annual Eliza Ferrie Public Lecture 
with Dr Timothy Witmer 
August 16

One-day conference with 
Dr Timothy Witmer August 19

S E P T E M B E R
Open Night – September 7

Have we piqued
your interest?

Contact Christ College:
www.christcollege.edu.au
1 Clarence St Burwood NSW 2134
(02) 9744 1977
contact@christcollege.edu.au

to study," Ian says."We are in the electronic age and we are strongly involved 
in adult education.

"We also need to value what a student does outside of College.  A lot of col-
leges clutter the lives of their students so they cannot do anything else but study. We 
want our people to stay involved with their churches, their sports, their families. We 
seek to empower them as adults able to make their own decisions.

"We don’t want our students to lose touch with their non-Christian friends 
and with what is happening in the world around us. We hope we produce min-
isters who will value what happens outside of church; who can be supportive 
of what church members are doing out in the real world. We seek to model 
that at College."

Christ College is a busy place. It has three partnership strands – with PY 
through the Timothy Partnership, with the Chinese Theological College of Aus-
tralia which offers degrees in Mandarin, and with City To City (Redeemer).

Excluding those students, there will be approximately 200 students at Christ 
College this year including about 70 full timers of which about 30 are can-
didates for the ministry.

STRONG GROWTH
Ian says the college has seen strong growth across its communities. "We realise 
we are not one community, but many," he says. "We have Ministry Training 
for Women, evening classes, intensive units to name a few.  In a sense we are a 
community of communities, and we seek to minister to each.

"Flexibility is the word in 2017. We need to be strategic. Instead of saying, 'you 
have to fit into this mould', we are going to our students and churches.

"Christ College is blessed with an amazing staff.  They are involved in so many 
activities both within the college and beyond.  

"Every member of the academic staff is involved in speaking, writing books, 
chapters, ministry papers and articles.  We are involved in various forms of 
church leadership, in university ministries, in cross-cultural missionary work, 
in church planting, in ministries of mentoring, pastoral care and encourage-
ment," Ian says. "We have gifted people who are highly committed and dedi-
cated and this flows on to the students.

"The beauty of Christ College is that it has a very strong team which allows 
robust discussion, a strong unified commitment to empowering change and 
an outward focus. Our active commitment to cross-cultural ministry work, 
as evidenced in past and current involvement of many of the teaching staff, is 
enhanced by the presence of APWM in the same building."

"God has brought our theological college a long way. There is still much to be done."

But that may be next year’s story . . .

THE NEW COLLEGE BUILDING FEATURES MODERN ARCHITECTURE AND AIRY STAIRWELLS.

Christ College: A Special Feature
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M E E T 

Allister Lum Mow
Operations Manager

As Christ College (formerly Presbyterian Theological Centre) Regis-
trar for five-plus years, Allister Lum Mow got to know the workings 
of the college from the inside out.

He was the “go-to” man for prospective and current students helping 
them navigate the often-confusing world of theological education 
from initial enquiry through to graduation.

So when he took on the newly created role of Operations Manager 
and Executive Assistant to the Principal on July 1 last year, though 
he felt daunted by the newfound responsibility, the transition was 
made easier working within the same organisation and alongside the 
colleagues he was already very familiar with.

However not only was it a different job to what he had been doing, it 
was a completely new role –with no precedents, and since he started, 
Allister has found the position has grown and evolved with him.

“I am responsible for the day to day operations of the college,’’ he said. 
“I oversee administration and ensure things are running smoothly 
and efficiently. Perhaps more importantly, I am involved in strategic 
planning and alignment within the college, and see it as my role to 
champion the mission and vision of the college.

“I am starting to develop an understanding of who we are and what 
God wants us to do.’’

Looking back, it seems God has destined Allister for the job.
“When the job came up, it seemed to make sense of the many paths 
God had led me down in the past.”

“I had completed courses in various fields and started different career 
paths trying to figure out where God was calling me in my work. It 
was all over the place. I had worked in marketing while studying Social 
Work, and had completed the Metro Traineeship followed by a Grad-
uate Diploma in Pastoral Counselling. This new role requires me to 
understand and manage people well alongside the good stewardship 
of resources – it seemed to tie my previous experiences together with 
the things I enjoyed about the Registrar role, so I decided to apply.’’

Married to Lisa in 2013, Allister lives in West Ryde and attends Kirkplace 
Presbyterian Church in Kogarah where he leads a Community Group.

He grew up in a Christian family and says he has come to realise that 
that was a great blessing. But he says it wasn’t until he was at a year 
eight boys' camp that he was truly struck with the knowledge that he 
needed to get serious about living out his faith.

“We were listening to the parable of the sower and were given a seed 
in an envelope to remind us of the importance of God’s Word bear-
ing fruit in our lives. I walked away from there a different boy.’’

When he isn’t working, Allister enjoys playing touch football for the 
West Magpies. “I think it is good to live out my faith among people 
who are not necessarily Christian,’’ he said.

M E E T 

Daniel Wood 
Academic Registrar

Daniel started in his new (and Allister’s old) role at the end of Au-
gust last year. At the time of taking on the job, he had just finished a 
Bachelor of Theology (Hons), and hadn’t been entirely sure what he 
would do once he was finished.

“But then in God’s perfect timing, I was within a month of finishing 
my degree and this position became available, so I applied and here 
I am,’’ he said.

“Daniel’s role sees him managing student enrolments, giving advice 
on courses and subjects and looking after management of the online 
education system. He coordinates with the ACT regarding students 
and policies as well.

Prior to starting his study, Daniel did a traineeship with the Presby-
terian Church at Narrabri for two years and before that, he spent 10 
years working in software development.

“It all seemed to have prepared me for this role,’’ he said.

Daniel lives at Revesby and attends Revesby Presbyterian Church 
with wife Rachel and four children Sasha 16, Martyn 5, Silas 3 and 
Anthea, soon to turn one.

He became a Christian in Mudgee 15 years ago. “I had had some 
experience with church in the past through scripture at school, but 
moved away from it for around 10 years,’’ he said.

“Then I had a major crisis in my life and God was gracious enough 
to bring me into the fold.’’

With 2017 now well underway, he has just passed through the college 
'busy period'.

Now happily installed as a Christ College employee, Daniel hopes to 
do more study and has recently applied to do a PhD.

He certainly is in the right place for that!

Christ College: A Special Feature

“But then in God’s perfect timing, 
I was within a month of finishing my degree 

and this position became available, 
so I applied and here I am.” 
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M&M

hen Peter Bolt wrote 
his handbook, Mission 
Minded, John Chapman 
is reported to have said, 
“This is the book I wish I 
had written.” Now a new 

book has me thinking: “This is the book I 
wish I could put into every Presbyterian 
church in NSW.”

The new book is Changing Lanes, Crossing 
Cultures by Andrew Schachtel, Choon-
Hwa Lims and our very own Mike Wil-
son, formerly the Cross-Cultural Ministry 
Co-ordinator for the Presbyterian Church.

With the sub-title: Equipping Christians 
and churches for ministry in a culturally 
diverse society, that’s exactly what it will do 
for those who dare to read it.

Not that it’s designed just for reading. You 
don’t lie in the bath and read this book. Not 
unless you also take a pencil.

This is a workbook. It’s going to have its 
greatest impact where a group of Christians 
read it together, engage with its carefully de-
veloped exercises, and consider with one an-
other how they might apply and implement 
their learnings in their own cultural context.

Delightfully, the book is Australian. It’s 
amply supplied with real-life illustrations 
primarily drawn from Australian churches.

That’s an added bonus to the book and it 
flows seamlessly out of the vast experience 
of its authors.

David Burke is one of many highly respect-
ed people who reviewed the book. Gaining 
his own experience as a PCNSW minister 
at Henty and Strathfield before going to 
Orchard Road in Singapore, David is now 
the primary Lecturer in Ministry and Prac-
tice at Christ College, and is soon to be the 
next Moderator of our Church in NSW. He 
wrote of the book this way:

All major Australian cities (metropolitan 
and regional) are now profoundly mul-
ticultural and many rural communities 
have their pockets of new Australians. 
We Christians feel that we should reach 
across our cultures but are clueless about 
how to start.

This book is written to help Australian 
churches change lanes and reach the cul-
tures next door. The three writers bring a 
variety of global and local cross-cultural 
experiences and this enriches the book…

The six modules cover moti-
vations, possible barriers and 
methods.

A glossary and appendices in-
cluding tables, diagnostic in-
struments and a list of resources 
[including Mission Minded] 
support these modules. Individ-
ual modules typically call read-
ers to prayer, give a Biblical re-
flection, provide input material 
for reading and end with a sum-
mary and questions to work on.

The modules are not so much 
a ‘how to’ textbook, but rather 
a guide to help local churches 
figure out what is going on in 
their community and make the 
connections.

That’s the strength of this book – 
it is a tool not a blueprint. Local 
church cultural mission is not easy and 
the book is frank about such challenges as 
motivations, practical hindrances and just 
getting to the first step of knowing and en-
gaging with our neighbours. The book will 
push churches to look at themselves, their 
communities and ask the hard questions 
about how to connect.

This book is a timely and useful tool to 
help Australian churches transfer ministry 
wisdom from overseas mission to the local 
scene. It will be on my course lists."

Changing Lanes, Crossing Cultures has 
universal relevance. No church can afford 
to dismiss its challenges. Even without 
considering the daunting task of reaching 
new settlers in Australia there are so many 
sub-cultures all around us to which we are 
practically blind. Either that, or they’re in-
visible to us.

Why are labourers, cleaners and blue-col-
lar workers so few and far between in our 
churches? Why are men so under-represent-
ed? Why is there such a lack of people who’ve 
faced hard yards in life through addictions, 
relationship breakdowns, bankruptcies and 
mental illness – to name just a few? 

Changing Lanes, Crossing Cultures is the 
first book I’ve read that draws a connection 
between the lack of “working class” peo-
ple in traditional protestant churches and 
our almost universal failure to reach out to 
non-English-speaking migrants and draw 
them into the folds of our fellowship. We 
have neglected that level of cross-cultural in-
teraction for so long that now there’s a major 
section of the Australian-born community 
from which we are functionally disengaged.

That’s why this is a book for all our church-
es. From Trundle to Tocumwal in the coun-
try, and from Tregear to Telopea and Tem-

pe in the city, Changing Lanes, 
Crossing Cultures ought to be 
studied with care by church 
leaders and members alike.

In Armidale, Annandale and 
Abbotsford; Balranald, Botany 
and Bondi; Corowa, Crookwell, 
Como, Concord and Cronulla; 
Dubbo, Dunedoo and Drum-
moyne; Evans Head and East-
wood – you get the idea – in all 
our churches including Wagga 
Wagga, Wee Waa, Winmalee, 
Yamba and Young this book de-
serves an audience.

It would lead well into some se-
rious work with Mission Mind-

ed and then a careful engagement 
with that other great resource, the 

Mission Action Planning Kit, also co-au-
thored by Mike Wilson.

With 194 pages and at a cost of only $18, 
Changing Lanes, Crossing Cultures can 
be obtained from the Interserve website   
interserve.org.au
 
You could also visit Mike’s own website: 
www.facetofaceintercultural.com.au and 
benefit from the wealth of resources avail-
able there – largely for free!
 
Meanwhile, if you want to get hold of Mis-
sion Minded, go to www.matthiasmedia.
com.au and look under the training/minis-
try-planning/mission-minded tab.
 
The cost is  $11.95 for single copies or $9.95 
each for five or more.
 
For the Mission Action Planning Kit, go to 
www.koorong.com and order online. Cost 
is $66.

Many churches have also benefited from 
reading The Trellis and the Vine, by Col Mar-
shall and Tony Payne - available from Mat-
thias Media, for $16.95 for single copies with 
progressive discounts for bulk purchases.

Here’s to intentional discipleship and a dura-
ble change to established church culture so 
that we might cross cultural boundaries and, 
by being all things to all people, save some.

Bruce Meller is Superintendent of 
the PCNSW’s Ministry and Mission  
Committee

Changing Lanes, Crossing Cultures
B Y  B R U C E  M E L L E R
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The 1975 Family Law Act 
marks the point where 
changes in marriage be-
came obvious, though the 
basis for the changes had 
been laid in the genera-
tions before.

If you lived in Australia in 
the first part of the twen-

tieth century (which would include almost 
everyone who was an adult in 1975), you 
were very likely to be married, probably 
married in your early twenties and married 
in a church. In the 1971 census 60 per cent of 
Australian women aged 20-24 were married 
and more than 95 per cent of women aged 
45-49! So in the early 1970s the vast major-
ity of adults in Australia were married, and 
most were married in their early twenties.

In fact from 1901 through to 1971 the av-
erage age of marriage was declining in Aus-
tralia. Partly because marriage age was quite 
young, for a sizeable group their first sexu-
al experience was within marriage. A 1999 
study looked at the first sexual experiences 
of Australians (many of these were people 
who were young adults in the 70s).

Even after the ‘sexual revolution’ of the 60s a 
significant minority of Australians were not 
sexually active till marriage. Marriage usu-
ally brought children and often quite soon. 
In 1961 the average family size was 3.5 chil-
dren. Having married, you probably stayed 
married for life. 

How has marriage changed?

The first obvious change is that Australians 
are just less likely to get married. The mar-
riage rate has fallen considerably since the 
early 1970s. In 2011 less than 50 per cent of 
Australians aged 15 and over were in a reg-
istered marriage, the first time this was true 
since 1901. Parallel to this is the dramatic in-
crease in de facto relationships. Before 1970 
less than 10 per cent of couples lived together 
before marriage; in 1990 that reached about 
45 per cent of couples; in 2010 the figure was 
80 per cent. Most of those couple go to get 
married, though a significant proportion of 
Australian couples (around 10%) remain in a 
de facto relationship long term.

Australians are getting married at an older 
age. In 1975 the median age for marriage was 
21 for women and 23 for men, in 2013 it had 
moved to 28 and 30 respectively. This im-
plies that the vast majority of young Austra-
lians have their first sexual experience before 

marriage (though it is hard to get contempo-
rary figures on that).

When we do get married, we are far less like-
ly to be married in a church.

In 1973 Australia was the first nation to ap-
point “independent civil celebrants” who 
were not public servants and could offer a 
personalized, culturally enriching ceremony 
which really ‘competed’ with church wed-
dings. (There is a fascinating story of the 
Attorney-General Lionel Murphy typing 
and posting the first letter of appointment 
himself in the middle of the night, because 
his own colleagues and staff had opposed the 
program fearing it was too controversial).

The celebrants proved to be a big hit. It is 
telling that between 1990 and 2010 the mar-
riage rate in Australia dropped by about 20 
per cent but the number of couples having 
a religious wedding dropped by almost 60 
per cent. Marriage in Australia has received 
its shape from a religious, specifically Chris-
tian inheritance. Australians are increasingly 
moving away from that heritage and do not 
think of marriage as particularly ‘religious’. 

The kind of families we form has changed. 
In 1976, almost 50 per cent of families were 
couples with dependent children and only 
28 per cent were couple-only families. By 
2006, they were equally common, with each 
representing 37 per cent of all families. In 
2011 couple-only families seemed to be mar-
ginally more common. 

Ending marriage has been one of the most 
dramatic changes. In 1901 there were 398 di-
vorces in Australia, the number grew slowly 
until 1975 when the Family Law Act intro-
duced no fault divorce. In 1976 the number 
of divorces peaked at 63,000 and the rate 
has since stabilized and dropped slightly be-
tween 1990 and 2010, partly due to an ageing 
population and reduced proportion of mar-
ried couples in the population. 

It is not that Australians have given up on 
marriage. People value marriage and aspire 
to be married. It has however become far less 
an institution into which we enter, and more 
of a relationship which we shape. The com-
mon pattern of the couple writing their own 
vows is emblematic of this sense that the 
meaning of marriage is something a couple 
creates, rather than receives.

Marriage has become a relationship into 
which two adults enter, for their mutual 
love and support. It is very much a chosen 

relationship, with little sense that it is de-
manded or expected of people. The meaning 
of marriage is far less something received 
from family, society or religion and far more 
something that a couple develop together. 
It may or may not include having children. 
While Australians expect faithfulness and 
commitment in a marriage (or in a de facto 
relationship) — they also accept that mar-
riages often come to an end. Divorce is no 
scandal (and no fault).

It is no surprise that a society thinks this way 
about marriage; see same-sex marriage as an 
obvious development.

These changes have taken marriage in Aus-
tralia further away from the classic Christian 
view. It is not at all the case that before 1970 
Australia had a consistent Christian view 
of marriage. In 2017 the divergence has be-
come more obvious. 

Christians are taught that marriage is a ‘nat-
ural institution’, grounded in God’s design 
for humans. It is a shared human institution, 
for adult companionship and for reproduc-
tion. There is a connection between mar-
riage, sex and children.

We’ve also followed the Bible and called mar-
riage a covenant (Prov 2:17; Ezek 16:8; Mal 
2:14). It is a mutual relationship in which 
husband and wife give their promises to one 
another in a joint life-long commitment.

Marriage is also a social estate. Society 
has an interest in marriage, and is built on 
marriage. So marriage covenants should be 
avowed publicly. We keep one another ac-
countable for our marriage vows.

Finally, marriage is a spiritual association. It is 
entered into in God’s presence, since he is the 
true witness to all covenants. The church teaches 
about marriage and deals with it in its discipline.

More than ever, the Christian view of mar-
riage is counter-cultural. We have to think 
from the Bible, not from culture; and we 
need to help each other (singles and mar-
ried) to live this view consistently. It is not an 
easy task, but through the gospel by which 
he reclaims human lives, God makes it pos-
sible; and he can use our lives to help shine 
his light in the world.

To think more about the Christian view 
of marriage, have a look at the study 
booklet Marriage God’s Way, from the 
GS and C committee. It’s available from  
http://gsandc.org.au/marriage

“Don’t redefine marriage” has been one of the rallying cries in the ongoing same-sex marriage 
debate. In fact, we’ve been redefining marriage in Australia for the last 40 years. Let’s have a look 
at some of the obvious changes and how they differ from a Christian view. (Warning: the first part 
is a quick dash through some statistics!)

M A R R I A G E :  H O W  I T  H A S  C H A N G E D

Ethics

JOHN MCCLEAN
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GS&C

The papers – which are now available to churches and other interested 
people via the world wide web – cover a range of important issues 
which, as committee convener Rev Dr John McClean says, 'demand a 
Christian perspective presented in a timely way'.

“The work of the committee has resulted in a range of resource pa-
pers – on subjects as varied as Environment and Fertility – and a 
number of addresses at churches on issues like same-sex marriage,’’ 
Mr McClean said.

“The GS and C’s task is to assist the Church in its mission to proclaim 
the gospel and live faithfully for Christ, especially as it seeks to pres-
ent Christ and his gospel to the wider society and culture.

“The church and its message can seem a complete mystery to the 
surrounding world, and wider society can seem confusing and even 
threatening to the church.’’

The Gospel, Society and Culture committee aims to help the church 
bridge that gap by providing resources which help churches think 
Christianly about what is happening in society, and help them see 
how they can make their message clearer to the people around them.

The committee consists of people who have some expertise and in-
terest in connecting the Gospel of Jesus with the wider society espe-
cially in the area of apologetics, ethics and public policy. 

Its main effort is put into supporting and resourcing local congrega-
tions, though we are also involved in making submissions to govern-
ment and preparing media statements. 

You can keep track of what GS&C is doing by watching the website 
(gsandc.org.au) and following it on Facebook.

RESOURCE PAPERS
The following resource papers are available on the website.

Each paper tackles a pressing issue for Christians and offers careful-
ly researched biblical perspective. The papers look at what churches 
can do to engage with the issues and always include suggestions of 
other resources. 

At present they cover topics such as: The Marriage debate, Marriage 
redefinition, Infertility, Religion and Anti-Vilification Laws, Creation 
Care, Science and Christianity, Information and Communication 
Technology, Sexualisation, Refugees and Christian and other religions. 

We are always working on new papers and are interested in sugges-
tions or contributions.

CHRISTIANITY EVERYDAY
Christianity Everyday has already been presented at a number of 
churches in NSW.  We can tailor the training to suit the interests and 
needs of your congregation, with presentations on a range of topics 
including apologetics, science and Christianity, end-of-life and begin-
ning-of-life issues, asylum seekers and refugees, information technol-
ogy, and more. If you would like the Committee to visit your congrega-
tion or presbytery, please contact us at contact@gsandc.org.au 

MARRIAGE GOD’S WAY
With proposed changes to the Marriage Act still on the agenda, GS 
and C has produced a new Bible Study – Marriage God’s Way.

These studies are intended to help Christians understand and ex-
amine the Biblical view of marriage. Why did God create marriage? 
What and who is it for? Why does this matter for society? Why does 
this matter for individuals? 

The focus is not mainly to develop a view of same-sex marriage, 
though the studies think about that at a few points. The studies are 
more basic than that. 

They look at the broader issue of God’s plan for marriage shown in the 
Bible, and seeing how it relates to various cultural viewpoints. 

The studies reveal all sorts of ways in which the Bible challenges 
Australian views of marriage. 

There are some excellent resources listed at the end of each study that 
help couples explore those issues. 

Whether you are married, do not plan to be married, have been mar-
ried, want to be married or are somewhere between all of that, mar-
riage will affect you. 

And marriage is an important part of God’s view of human life. There 
will be a chance to apply this to your own attitudes and actions, 
whatever your relationships are. 

You will find that the studies have as much to say to married couples 
about their unmarried friends as they do to singles about married life.

Booklets cost $6 a copy (discounts for multiple copies).

It’s also available for downloading starting at $10 for one-30 users.

Email gsc2016events@gmail.com with orders.

New resource papers state
church’s position on issues
More than four years of hard work has resulted in the Gospel Society and Culture (GS&C) com-
mittee of the Presbyterian Church publishing a range of important resource papers.
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General Office

Electronic payments
B Y  P E T E R  M E R R I C K

Welcome to The Treasure Trove; a new col-
umn, particularly for church treasurers and 
others who help congregations with financial 
matters.

Firstly, thank you to all of the treasurers.  We are grateful for your 
gifts in this area and for your service to the Church.

Yours is an often thankless job, albeit a vital one.

While things to do with money may feel positively temporal at 
times, our finances are God’s; they are known to God and they are a 
great concern of His. 

As communicants prayerfully tithe, as stipends are paid, as leave is 
calculated, you serve the Church in ensuring that financial transac-
tions are successfully completed.  

In completing these transactions, transparency and security are vi-
tal to the smooth and honest running of a congregation.

In the past, one function which was required of treasurers (and com-
mittees of management) to ensure transparency was that two signato-
ries be required to enact payments.

You will be pleased to know that this is no longer the case.  This 
mechanism was in place from a time when all payments were made 
by means of writing cheques.  

While we do rely on cheques from time to time, the more common 
means of making payment is now by electronic funds transfer or 
online banking.

In order to make these payments easier, in 2014 The PCNSW Gen-
eral Assembly made changes to The Code under clause 2.19.

I would commend any reading of The Code to you, but in sum-
mary, clause 2.19 states that payments must be authorised in 
writing by two members of the Committee of Management, and 
once that authority has been granted, one elected individual 
(most likely, the Treasurer) may enact that payment as a sole sig-
natory on that account.

This is, of course, subject to your bank accepting the use of a single 
signatory.  We have found that some banks still insist on the use of 
two, but others allow the use of just one.  

Each meeting of the Committee of Management should have as a 
standing item, time set aside for the exhibition of bank statements 
and a reconciliation report to ensure that all members of the Com-
mittee are aware of the payments being made.

No matter what the means of payment you are using, it is hoped that 
this helps to make your tasks smoother and more straightforward.

If you have any questions, or if you would like to suggest a topic for 
future Treasure Trove articles, please contact Peter Merrick at the 
General Office at pmerrick@pcnsw.org.au

TREASURE
TROVE

National Church Life 
Survey update
B Y  J E O F  FA L L S

Almost 3000 churches across 22 Christian 
denominations took part in the 2016 Nation-
al Church Life Survey (NCLS) in October and  
November 2016.

I am pleased to advise that 117 Presbyterian congregations partici-
pated in NSW and ACT, which was over two-thirds of our congrega-
tions.  In aggregate, 9659 adult forms and 1095 children forms were 
ordered by our participating congregations.

Thank you to all those who participated in the survey.  

In the coming months, participating churches will receive a Church 
Life profile report showing their survey results. The profile will come 
with a Church Life pack of resources, which are designed to help 
churches and leaders to reflect and act on improving the health and 
vitality of their local church.

We in Ministry and Mission and the General Office are committed to 
assist the process, and will keep you informed as the results are compiled. 

We look forward to assisting congregations in interpreting the results.  
We will also be providing a summary of the results for our church in 
a future Pulse edition.

As well Ministry and Mission staff will be happy to visit Sessions or 
congregations interested in thinking through their own survey re-
sults. Of course, this service will be without cost to those churches.

RETRACTION
The Pulse normally does not place advertisements for job or minis-
try roles in congregations, as all ministry positions are dealt with by 
Ministry and Mission. An advertisement in the December edition: 
“Are you a Tent Maker Minister?” unfortunately was placed in error 
and we apologise to anyone who read and may have been interested 
in the role.

Scots Church, 
Margaret Street
 
Many church members may not be aware that the General Office is 
working closely with the Presbytery of Sydney and Ministry and Mis-
sion in planting a new church congregation at Scots Church in Sydney.

Rev Craig Tucker is leading a steering committee to start the new 
church, which is hoped to open in September.  In the meantime, we 
are preparing the church property including new fire and safety and 
security systems as well as air-conditioning the church auditorium.  
If you are catching the train or bus into Wynyard, and you see the 
church is closed, this is the reason.



The Pulse 15

Moderator

The past two decades in Aus-
tralia have seen a growing 
climate of mistrust and cyn-
icism toward the Church; 
some of it deserved.

As a denomination and 
individual churches and 
Christians who are seri-
ous about the gospel, how 
should we respond?

I want to take you back to 
a group that faced cyni-
cism and even hostility, 
and how the Bible said  
they should respond.

The churches in Asia Minor that the Apostle 
Peter wrote his first letter to, were experi-
encing cynicism and even hostility because 
they were Christians. It was said that these 
Christians practised murder, incest, and 
cannibalism in their secret meetings.

This sounds completely off the wall, but you 
can understand where some of this came 
from. They called some of their meetings 
"love feasts." 

They talked about loving their brothers and 
sisters, and eating the body and drinking 
the blood of their Lord. The most serious 
charge was that they disturbed the peace 
and good order of the Empire.

Nero, the Emperor of the day, used Chris-
tians as human torches at sporting events. 
Christians throughout the empire found 
themselves charged with disloyalty to the 
emperor; propagating unlawful customs, 
defaming the gods, and defying authority.  
1 Peter was written to Christians suffering 
for their faith.

How do we live as Christians in a hostile 
and cynical world?

1 Peter 2:11-12 says:
"Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and ex-
iles, to abstain from sinful desires, which war 
against your soul. Live such good lives among 
the pagans that, though they accuse you of do-
ing wrong, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day he visits us."

If I were one of the people getting this let-
ter from Peter, I need to be honest: I would 
feel a little disappointed at first. Given the 
accusations and the hardships that I was 
facing, I would hope that Peter would do 
one of two things.

First, I could settle for a bit of withdrawal. 
I'm not usually one to argue that Christians 
should withdraw from society and live in 
their own ghettos, but if I was facing this 
type of persecution, I think that a conclave 
might look a little more attractive. If I was 
going to work and experiencing abuse, I'd 
like to hear that it's time for another job. If 
my friends didn't understand my commit-
ment to Christ, then I might look for new 
friends. I might have hoped that Peter said, 
"Protect yourself from abuse by huddling 
with other Christians."

But Peter says, essentially, that these Chris-
tians are "foreigners and exiles." They're 
different from the surrounding culture, but 
they're not called to abandon the surround-
ing culture. Instead, they're to engage with 
culture, with a robust faith. 

If we're honest, withdrawal is a temptation 
that many of us face. We have Christian 
bookstores, Christian schools, Christian 
friends, Christian sports teams.  There is 
nothing wrong with any of these things in 
themselves, but there's a danger that over 
time we become less and less connected 
with the world out there and more insulat-
ed, more out of touch with those who see 
the world differently from us.

So how do you respond in a culture that's 
hostile to Christianity? According to Peter 
you don't withdraw. You stay connected 
with those who aren't like you.

The other thing that I wouldn't have minded 
if I got this letter back then would have been 
a strategy for changing these people. I mean, 
they are clearly in the wrong, aren't they? 
They have such a negative and hostile view 
of Christianity. I would like a plan to change 
them. I would like it to be all about them.

Peter does in fact have a strategy, but it's not 
so much a strategy about them. The minute 
we focus on them, we've lost sight of the real 
challenge. The real challenge is us.

People are looking for authenticity. They 
want to know if our faith is real.  So Peter 
says not to withdraw, and not to come up 
with a strategy for changing them out there. 
Instead, Peter says that our real challenge if 
we want to reach out with the gospel is to 
make sure that we're authentic. He says to 
live holy lives so that those who are cynical 
and hostile become persuaded because our 
lives speak so loudly.

Two areas he mentions in particular:

The first is how we handle our sinful de-
sires. It's talking about our passionate long-

ings, the things that we know are wrong but 
that we really want to do. These passionate 
and sinful desires, Peter says, are at war 
against our souls. It's an ongoing battle.

This is especially an issue when we're under 
pressure. I am a much nicer person when 
I'm not under pressure. Peter is writing to 
people who are under pressure, and the 
danger is that they will react with a desire 
to protect themselves, to act in ways that 
are self-absorbed and focused on their own 
well-being. That's not even to mention all 
the other temptations they face.

So Peter says, "Abstain from sinful desires, 
which war against your soul." Those who are 
hostile and cynical toward Christianity are 
watching your life. They see how you live. 
The best way to overcome their cynicism is 
to pass the test in the area of temptation.

The second area Peter mentions is how 
well we measure up to society's standards. 
He's already told us to be holy, but that's not 
what I think he's talking about here. These 
people are working as slaves, or they're in 
marriages with unbelievers. Peter's not just 
telling them to be holy; he's telling them to 
be the best slaves possible, the best wife pos-
sible, because that will help them show their 
faith is real. He says, "Live such good lives 
among the pagans" (1 Peter 2:12).

The result, he says, is that "though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us." That phrase, "on the day 
that he visits us," sometimes refers to God's 
judgment. Here, though, I think it's talking 
about another type of divine visitation. 
He's talking about these hostile and cyni-
cal unbelievers being won over to the faith 
because of the good behavior of those who 
are Christians.

Imagine if we turned our focus as a church 
on one area only: on becoming a disciple 
of Jesus Christ who took our discipleship 
so seriously that we showed a cynical and 
hostile world what authentic Christianity 
looks like. Imagine that people could see 
that, because of the Gospel, we were pre-
vailing in our own war against sin, and that 
Christians were known to be the best em-
ployees, the best neighbours, the best stu-
dents that you could ask for. Imagine if our 
lives spoke the Gospel.

So how do we respond to a cynical and hos-
tile world? Not by withdrawing, and not 
by trying to change them. The focus isn't 
on them; it's on us, demonstrating that in 
Christ, we have something real to offer.

PAUL HARRIS

F R O M  T H E  M O D E R A T O R
W I T H  PA U L  H A R R I S

Keeping it real
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Th e prophet Isaiah foresaw our wonderful Messiah in these delicate 
words – “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick 
he will not snuff  out” Isaiah 42:3.  Our churches and ministries oft en 
have people participating who are bruised, weak of spirit, or vulner-
able in some way.  It is such a privilege to be able to minister to them, 
showing them Jesus’ gentle love.  

In thinking about caring for and loving vulnerable people, we can be 
very thankful for a number of people in our church who work hard 
to ensure that our churches and ministries are safe places to be and 
grow in love and knowledge of God.  From our wonderful Break-
ing the Silence (BTS) representatives in each church, to ministers, 
elders, ministry leaders and many others, we have a network of car-
ing and dedicated people looking out for vulnerable people whether 
they be young, old or somewhere in between.  We all play a part in 
ensuring people in our churches and ministries are safe.

NEW WEB SITE
As part of the CPU’s mission to provide the best possible support 
for safe ministry, in February a new version of the BTS web site was 
launched - same URL www.breakingthesilence.org.au but all new 
look and feel.  Th is is an important step in the CPU being able to 
provide online tools such as working with children check registra-

tion and an online training option, as well as being more responsive 
in providing up-to-date information.

For more information on Breaking the Silence and safe minis-
try talk to your local church representative, see our web site at 
www.breakingthesilence.org.au, or contact the Conduct Protocol 
Unit on 02 9690 9325 or jfl ood@pcnsw.org.au.

Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work 
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are 
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.

Packed with Love: Christmas Hampers

Christmas 2016 was another busy time for Jericho Road staff 
and volunteers as we packed hampers for around 160 families. 
Around sixty of these went to refugee families via our friends 
at the Sydney Refugee Team – you can see them packed into 
the trailer with no room to spare! Others made their way via 
local churches to individuals and families in their local areas.

Thank you to everyone who donated food, presents and time 
to make this possible. We are always encouraged to see God’s 
love being shown to people in this way at Christmas – celebrat-
ing the birth of Jesus by showing his great love for all people.

BREAKING THE SILENCE AND SAFE MINISTRY – EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY 
B Y  J O N  F L O O D ,  D I R E C T O R ,  C O N D U C T  P R O T O C O L  U N I T  ( C P U )

EVANS HEAD HAMPERS

HAMPERS ON THE WAY TO REFUGEES

The Pulse 3

O ne of the most distinctive 
features of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry is his healing 
of people with disabili-
ties. Th ey shocked and 

awed people at the time as they do 
now. When we are struck with some 
form of ailment or disability, there's always 
part of us that thinks, “I wish I didn’t have 
this …” Whether boldly or quietly, there is 
oft en an expectation somewhere that Jesus 
will heal us, or someone we know. Yet, these 
expectations oft en occur without Jesus’ heal-
ing being placed in the context of his wider 
ministry. When Jesus’ healing is placed in 
the wider context of his death and resurrec-
tion, a very diff erent picture emerges.

Th is is the picture that Scott Blackwell, an 
Anglican Minister serving in western Syd-
ney, endeavours to present. For Blackwell, 
presenting this picture is more that an aca-
demic exercise. Th is endeavour also comes 
from his life experience. As a child, he con-
tracted meningitis which has left  him with 
pain and incapacity in one form or another. 
Yet, rather than his life experience forming 
his view of Jesus’ healing ministry, and his 
interpretations of the Scripture, his views 
are derived from a careful exposition of 
Scripture which points towards Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. 

In fact, he explains at length the ‘why’ and 
‘how’ of interpreting Scripture. Blackwell is 
wary of interpretations of Scripture that place 
the individual in the centre, and not Christ. 
Th e risk with individual-centred interpre-
tations, Blackwell argues, is losing sight of 
God’s promises in Christ for tomorrow. He 
summarises the issue by quoting a friend, 
“Even if God healed every illness, infi rmi-
ty and disability in the world tomorrow, it 
would still be only breadcrumbs in compar-
ison to the banquet of blessing that lies ahead 
when the kingdom [of God] is revealed.” Th is 
kind of puts things in perspective!

Th e risk of individual-centred interpreta-
tion is well illustrated in Blackwell’s life as 
others have encouraged him to seek heal-
ing. He recounts his emotional response to 
such encouragement, “I lay awake in bed 
for a long time that night. It was the fi rst 
time in my Christian life that I had been 
made to feel inadequate or second-rate … I 
was hurt and angry.” 

Having cerebral palsy myself and been 
through similar experiences, these words 
resonated strongly with me. Such encour-
agements, as Blackwell goes on to explain, 
have the implication that God has made 
a mistake that needs to be rectifi ed. Such 

implications can really rattle one’s faith 
in God. Blackwell identifi es the prob-
lem behind such pursuits as the de-
sire for the spectacularly supernatu-
ral. Th is is why it is so important to 

understand Jesus’ healing in the con-
text of his death and resurrection.

Blackwell is critical of perceptions that re-
gard healing and miracles as evidence of the 
presence of the Spirit of Christ, that Christ 
has conquered the world, that Christ is su-
preme, and the absence of miracles is evi-
dence of the individual’s failure. He rightly 
reminds his readers, “Th e Spirit’s primary 
purpose is to teach us the signifi cance of Je-
sus’ actions and words.” It’s not the absence 
of hardship for Christians that demon-
strates Christ has overcome the world, but 
their steadfast faith. It’s not miracles that 
prove the supremacy of Christ, but his res-
urrection. Th ere is nothing innate in us that 
earns God’s miracles or blessings. God’s 
blessings come to us by his unmerited grace 
to us, and for no other reason.

Th roughout the book, Blackwell doesn't shy 
away from calling things out for what they 
are. He is highly critical of supposed Chris-
tian teaching that places the individual and 
their happiness at the centre of concern. He 
calls such self-centred Christianity, ‘san-
itized and sanctifi ed selfi shness’. Th ere is 
much truth in what he says, although he is 
very critical of Pentecostalism, and some 
readers may fi nd this unhelpful. For all that 
can be said against Pentecostalism, it does 
appear to be fi lling needs of people that the 
conservative church isn’t addressing. Simply 
criticising Pentecostalism is not suffi  cient. 
People’s needs ought to be acknowledged 
and addressed in ways that are going to en-
able them to mature as Christians.

From this point on in his book Blackwell 
builds a framework for thinking about 
healing. Healing, and miracles in general, 
demonstrate that Jesus is the answer to the 
brokenness of humanity and all of creation. 
All miracles say something about who 
Christ is. To this extent, Christ’s greatest 
miraculous healing was the cross where, 
‘the Almighty God becomes my Heavenly 
Father’ and ‘the rebellious sinner becomes 
the beloved son’.  Ultimately, as Blackwell 
says, “We have been made holy, righteous, 
fi t for heaven and membership in the fam-
ily and kingdom of the Creator and our re-
deemer. In short, we have been profoundly 
and fundamentally healed.” Yet when our 
faith becomes focused on self-actualisa-
tion, personal empowerment, gratifi cation 
or success, we lose sight of what Christ has 
achieved on the cross.

So how are we to understand miracles if 
and when they occur today? Blackwell as-
serts the way we understand miracles today 
is diff erent to the fi rst century. He explains, 
“In the ministries of Christ and the apostles, 
the miraculous served two great functions. 
First, it confi rmed the validity and author-
ity of the good news that the kingdom of 
God was at hand. Second, it gave a glimpse 
of the reality of that coming kingdom to 
those hearing the message. Jesus’ resurrec-
tion from the dead, however, has overtaken 
the fi rst of these functions.” Today, the heal-
ing of individuals is because Christ simply 
chooses to do so. 

For this reason, Blackwell’s hope does not 
reside in the prospect of being healed. 
Rather, his hope is in the promises of God 
confi rmed by the cross of Christ. Th e way 
the Spirit of Christ is manifest in the church 
is not through spectacular miracles, but by 
those who know hardship, who know un-
desirable circumstances, and yet remain 
faithful and worship God regardless.

Blackwell does indeed provide a helpful 
framework for thinking about miracles. A 
framework, however that’s unlikely to re-
duce the contention around the topic. None-
theless, Blackwell has developed a frame-
work which places Christ at the centre, and 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God at 
its end. It’s a framework that challenges the 
way we think about ministry, and indeed 
prayer. It would be interesting to study the 
miracles of Christ with this model in mind. 
Th e book is well written, relevant, and not 
overly technical theologically. I would cer-
tainly commend this book to anyone with 
enquiries into the topic of healing.

AVAIL ABILIT Y:
Mathias Media - ebook $9.95, print $16.95
Kindle - $9.99

B O O K  R E V I E W

“HEALED AT LAST: SEPARATING BIBLICAL TRUTH 
FROM MYTH”, SCOTT BLACKWELL 

B Y  R E V .  J A S O N  F O R B E S
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the trailer with no room to spare! Others made their way via 
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part of us that thinks, “I wish I didn’t have 
this …” Whether boldly or quietly, there is 
oft en an expectation somewhere that Jesus 
will heal us, or someone we know. Yet, these 
expectations oft en occur without Jesus’ heal-
ing being placed in the context of his wider 
ministry. When Jesus’ healing is placed in 
the wider context of his death and resurrec-
tion, a very diff erent picture emerges.

Th is is the picture that Scott Blackwell, an 
Anglican Minister serving in western Syd-
ney, endeavours to present. For Blackwell, 
presenting this picture is more that an aca-
demic exercise. Th is endeavour also comes 
from his life experience. As a child, he con-
tracted meningitis which has left  him with 
pain and incapacity in one form or another. 
Yet, rather than his life experience forming 
his view of Jesus’ healing ministry, and his 
interpretations of the Scripture, his views 
are derived from a careful exposition of 
Scripture which points towards Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. 

In fact, he explains at length the ‘why’ and 
‘how’ of interpreting Scripture. Blackwell is 
wary of interpretations of Scripture that place 
the individual in the centre, and not Christ. 
Th e risk with individual-centred interpre-
tations, Blackwell argues, is losing sight of 
God’s promises in Christ for tomorrow. He 
summarises the issue by quoting a friend, 
“Even if God healed every illness, infi rmi-
ty and disability in the world tomorrow, it 
would still be only breadcrumbs in compar-
ison to the banquet of blessing that lies ahead 
when the kingdom [of God] is revealed.” Th is 
kind of puts things in perspective!

Th e risk of individual-centred interpreta-
tion is well illustrated in Blackwell’s life as 
others have encouraged him to seek heal-
ing. He recounts his emotional response to 
such encouragement, “I lay awake in bed 
for a long time that night. It was the fi rst 
time in my Christian life that I had been 
made to feel inadequate or second-rate … I 
was hurt and angry.” 

Having cerebral palsy myself and been 
through similar experiences, these words 
resonated strongly with me. Such encour-
agements, as Blackwell goes on to explain, 
have the implication that God has made 
a mistake that needs to be rectifi ed. Such 

implications can really rattle one’s faith 
in God. Blackwell identifi es the prob-
lem behind such pursuits as the de-
sire for the spectacularly supernatu-
ral. Th is is why it is so important to 

understand Jesus’ healing in the con-
text of his death and resurrection.

Blackwell is critical of perceptions that re-
gard healing and miracles as evidence of the 
presence of the Spirit of Christ, that Christ 
has conquered the world, that Christ is su-
preme, and the absence of miracles is evi-
dence of the individual’s failure. He rightly 
reminds his readers, “Th e Spirit’s primary 
purpose is to teach us the signifi cance of Je-
sus’ actions and words.” It’s not the absence 
of hardship for Christians that demon-
strates Christ has overcome the world, but 
their steadfast faith. It’s not miracles that 
prove the supremacy of Christ, but his res-
urrection. Th ere is nothing innate in us that 
earns God’s miracles or blessings. God’s 
blessings come to us by his unmerited grace 
to us, and for no other reason.

Th roughout the book, Blackwell doesn't shy 
away from calling things out for what they 
are. He is highly critical of supposed Chris-
tian teaching that places the individual and 
their happiness at the centre of concern. He 
calls such self-centred Christianity, ‘san-
itized and sanctifi ed selfi shness’. Th ere is 
much truth in what he says, although he is 
very critical of Pentecostalism, and some 
readers may fi nd this unhelpful. For all that 
can be said against Pentecostalism, it does 
appear to be fi lling needs of people that the 
conservative church isn’t addressing. Simply 
criticising Pentecostalism is not suffi  cient. 
People’s needs ought to be acknowledged 
and addressed in ways that are going to en-
able them to mature as Christians.

From this point on in his book Blackwell 
builds a framework for thinking about 
healing. Healing, and miracles in general, 
demonstrate that Jesus is the answer to the 
brokenness of humanity and all of creation. 
All miracles say something about who 
Christ is. To this extent, Christ’s greatest 
miraculous healing was the cross where, 
‘the Almighty God becomes my Heavenly 
Father’ and ‘the rebellious sinner becomes 
the beloved son’.  Ultimately, as Blackwell 
says, “We have been made holy, righteous, 
fi t for heaven and membership in the fam-
ily and kingdom of the Creator and our re-
deemer. In short, we have been profoundly 
and fundamentally healed.” Yet when our 
faith becomes focused on self-actualisa-
tion, personal empowerment, gratifi cation 
or success, we lose sight of what Christ has 
achieved on the cross.

So how are we to understand miracles if 
and when they occur today? Blackwell as-
serts the way we understand miracles today 
is diff erent to the fi rst century. He explains, 
“In the ministries of Christ and the apostles, 
the miraculous served two great functions. 
First, it confi rmed the validity and author-
ity of the good news that the kingdom of 
God was at hand. Second, it gave a glimpse 
of the reality of that coming kingdom to 
those hearing the message. Jesus’ resurrec-
tion from the dead, however, has overtaken 
the fi rst of these functions.” Today, the heal-
ing of individuals is because Christ simply 
chooses to do so. 

For this reason, Blackwell’s hope does not 
reside in the prospect of being healed. 
Rather, his hope is in the promises of God 
confi rmed by the cross of Christ. Th e way 
the Spirit of Christ is manifest in the church 
is not through spectacular miracles, but by 
those who know hardship, who know un-
desirable circumstances, and yet remain 
faithful and worship God regardless.

Blackwell does indeed provide a helpful 
framework for thinking about miracles. A 
framework, however that’s unlikely to re-
duce the contention around the topic. None-
theless, Blackwell has developed a frame-
work which places Christ at the centre, and 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God at 
its end. It’s a framework that challenges the 
way we think about ministry, and indeed 
prayer. It would be interesting to study the 
miracles of Christ with this model in mind. 
Th e book is well written, relevant, and not 
overly technical theologically. I would cer-
tainly commend this book to anyone with 
enquiries into the topic of healing.

AVAIL ABILIT Y:
Mathias Media - ebook $9.95, print $16.95
Kindle - $9.99

B O O K  R E V I E W

“HEALED AT LAST: SEPARATING BIBLICAL TRUTH 
FROM MYTH”, SCOTT BLACKWELL 

B Y  R E V .  J A S O N  F O R B E S
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Will you help us 
“Fill the Gap”? 

As you know, looking after a child 
with complex disabilities and medi-
cal needs is not easy and it often has 
a great fi nancial cost for parents and 
carers. The reality is that there is al-
ways a gap between what is funded 
and what is needed.“Whether this 
is the gap between what it costs for 
an admission to hospital and what 
health insurance covers, or whether 
it is the need for a family without pri-
vate health cover to access a private 
hospital like Allowah, or whether it is 
a gap in what is provided in the way 
of funding for short term stays (re-
spite) through the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme… there is always 
a gap,” says Elizabeth McClean, Al-
lowah’s CEO.

“Our parents between them will have 
to fi nd over $60,000 this year if they are 
to even start to meet the gap between 
what private health covers and the 
cost of a hospital admission. And ac-
cess to short stay accommodation for 
children with complex disabilities is 
limited, expensive and when funding 
runs out can cost families hundreds of 
dollars a night.” 

At Allowah, we are keen to ensure 
that we limit the fi nancial impact 
on families. Will you help us “fi ll the 
gap”? 

If you can make a donation to Al-
lowah’s “Fill the Gap” campaign, you 
can help a child and a family receive 
the care and support they need. 

• $20 will fi ll the gap for an over-
night admission to the hospital for 
a child with health insurance

• $140 will fi ll the gap for a week’s 
admission to the hospital

• $250 will provide a day stay for re-
spite

• $500 will fully cover an admission 
for a child without health insur-
ance

• $5000 will give a family the oppor-
tunity to access a short stay (re-
spite) at Allowah for a week

Flyers will be coming out to all con-
gregations. Please take time to con-
sider how you can help a family at 
Allowah through our “Fill the Gap” 
campaign. All donations over $2 are 
fully tax deductible.

The Pulse 5

Thank you
FROM ALLOWAH

I n 2016 Allowah teamed up with the Presbyterian Ladies 
College, Sydney, to bring two groups of kids together for 
some fun and laughter. And what a partnership! The stu-
dents from PLC Sydney came in groups each week, hav-
ing prepared activities, and joined in with the children at 

Allowah. They danced. They sang. They read stories… and they 
enjoyed each other’s company.
 
PLC Sydney’s vision is fi rmly based on a Christian world view where, 
among other things, they encourage each student to develop an under-
standing of and respect for the values of others. Th e values of Allowah 
are also grounded in the Christian faith, acknowledging that the Lord 
our God is one, and that we should love him with all our souls and 
with all our minds and with all our strength (Mark 12:29,30). Our val-
ues shape what we do every day, including acknowledging that every 
person is made in the image of God and is precious.
 
PLC Sydney encourages students to make a difference in the 
world, contributing to communities in this way builds personal 
character through understanding and compassion and fulfils the 

obligations and responsibilities of citizenship. And they have cer-
tainly done this at Allowah.
 
In addition to the weekly activities, PLC Sydney have commenced 
a mural project in our garden. Each year a new panel will be 
painted by the group of students. In 2016 a competition was held 
to design the panel… and the result is a beautiful flower with 
petals of all sorts of colours and patterns. Staff from PLC Sydney 
kindly prepped the wall, painted the surrounds and even replant-
ed our sensory garden which is just in front of the mural.
 
And that brings us to the garden! Our sensory garden runs the 
length of our playground. Thanks to Pam, our faithful volunteer 
gardener, the crop is plentiful! All the plants are safe to eat, have 
great textures and scents when touched... and they look so lovely.
 
Thanks to the girls and their teachers from PLC Sydney for all 
your volunteering over the whole year and this brilliant mural in 
our playground. Looking forward to partnering with you again 
in 2017! And thanks too to all our brilliant volunteers like Pam – 
you are a treasured part of the Allowah family.

Thank you to all those individuals and congregations who responded to the articles in the last 
Pulse. We are so encouraged by your support, both fi nancial and practical. May God continue to 
use Allowah to his glory.

PLC STAFF AND STUDENTS

PAM AND HER BUMPER CROP FROM OUR SENSORY GARDEN
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A s the heatwave swept across Sydney, for one week 370 Youth 
and Leaders from all around NSW (plus their children) dove 
into 1 Samuel, sweltered in an auditorium, froze at the beach 
and danced their hearts out come New Years Eve.

Over the week, Wayne Connor challenged each of the Campers and 
Leaders with the Bible as he unpacked the first seven chapters of 1 Sam-
uel for us. We saw how Israel was in a dark time of their history - stray-
ing away from God and attempting to manipulate Him for their own 
use. We uncovered the way that God used Samuel to speak to Israel in 
that darkness and we were reminded that God’s power is beyond what 
we can comprehend. We shouldn’t try to toy with it or use it for our own 
advantage as Israel did, for in this God gave them over into the hands of 
their enemies. Eventually Israel turned their hearts back to God and de-
spite their rebellion, we saw how God is merciful and offers forgiveness 
to Israel. More than that, Wayne brought each of the talks back to Jesus 
and explained to us that we can be living in dark times ourselves - living 
our own way and only turning to God when we need Him. Through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, we saw that Jesus is the perfect priest who 
intercedes on our behalf to our Heavenly Father. We see that God speaks 
to us through Jesus - through Him we can know how God wants us to 
live for Him in a culture that is rejecting the ideas of Christianity more 
and more. We were challenged with the idea of who is Lord of our life? 
Is it us or Jesus? On the final day, we were left with the challenge of if we 
would turn back to God and live His way instead of our own. 

Each night, Tom Wall from CPC lead us in a devotion through the Gos-
pel of Mark, reminding us of the different demonstrations of faith that 
people had in their interactions with Jesus. We were then given the chal-
lenge about how we were living out our faith. He also used his incredible 
drawing skills to help us visualise the situations that these people were 
going through and how Jesus cared about them and their faith. 

On the second night, Russell Smidt challenged us by focusing in on the 
story of Zacchaeus and the way that He took good gifts from God and 
used them for his own advantage. Russell put it to us about whether 
we take the good blessings from God and use them for our own selfish 
reasons. He concluded by explaining that like Zacchaeus, we all have 
messed up lives, particularly when it comes to our relationship with 
God, that we can’t hope to make it right on our own and that we need 
Jesus’ help. By God’s grace, Youth responded to this message and some 
of them gave their hearts to Christ that night.

We had a special guest on camp, Dr. Patricia Weerakoon, who present-
ed a seminar on Sex, Pornography and Gender Identity. This was an 
opportunity for many youth to see how they can live out their faith in a 
world that is becoming more and more sexualised. We were reminded 
as Christians that we need to be actively counter-cultural in this area of 
our lives, despite potential opposition from those in our society, through 
turning to the Bible and understanding what God says in response to 
these ideas. We were also reminded of how we can be honouring God 
with our bodies and striving to honour God with our wants and desires. 

Camp was an opportunity for a temporary community to be built, as 
new friendships were made and old friendships strengthened. From 
having a colourful water balloon fight to creating a shadow puppet dra-
ma, to playing a massive game of spotlight in the dark, to having a touch 
football competition, the activities allowed for people to laugh together, 
work together and deepen their relationships with those in their small 
groups and wider camp. The beach day allowed everyone to relax, play 
cards, play soccer, and counteract the extremely hot weather by going 
for a swim. The Lead for Life Interns ran the activities for us on Saturday 
night, allowing them to put their newfound leadership skills into prac-
tice and allowing the campers to experience different activities. We all 
saw in the New Year together with a massive dance party, staying up late 
talking and counting down the seconds until 2017 would begin!

S U M M E R  C A M P  2 0 1 6 :
HOPE IN DARK TIMES

By God’s grace, youth responded to 
this message and some of them gave 
their hearts to Christ that night.
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W I N T E R  C A M P  2 0 1 7
9 -1 2 T H  J U N E

We are excited to have another great line up of speakers at Winter 
Camp 2017 (all three Camps on the same June Long Weekend). Our 
Year 5 and 6 Camp will welcome back Quiz Worx as they bring us The 
Amazing Rescue. Junior Camp (Year 7-10) will host Andy Stevenson 
as he speaks on Philippians and at Young Adults (Year 11+) we’ll have 
Murray Smith from Christ College opening up 1 Corinthians.

It’s going to be a packed weekend, it’s going to be full - it’s going to 
be great, and we’d love to have you there. Information coming soon. 

See you at Winter Camp!
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HERE’S WHAT STOOD OUT FROM CAMP FOR SOME PEOPLE:

“Learning about Jesus and God, being encouraged, buying my first books 
on Christianity, spending time with friends”- Camper, Female, Age 17

“I’ve come to love Jesus even more and want Him to be with me through-
out my whole life.”- Camper, Female, Age 16

“Thank you for running this camp. It helped me learn how to live as a 
Christian in everyday life. And how to be doing everything to the glory 
of God”- Camper, Male, Age 15

“Loved how friendly the culture was! My first camp and I felt so wel-
come!”- Camper, Female, Age 14

“Really appreciated the fellowship and time spent in God's Word - I feel 
I've become stronger in my faith as a result”- Camper, Female, Age 15

“I find PY encouraging in my walk with God”- Camper, Male, Age 13

“The talks were consistently amazing and challenging” - Leader, Male

“It was great seeing so many young people passionate about learning 
about the Bible” - Leader, Female

“Young people obviously love each other and eager to be there. Real 
community” - Leader, Male

“The community was a stand out! Everyone came away challenged by 
their stance with Jesus also” - Leader, Female

KIDS '  CORNER
Some of our leaders have children, so alongside Camp we run a Kids' 
Program. This allows the parents to serve as leaders and their children 
to dive into the bible, encouraging one another in their young age. As 
they too studied 1 Samuel they learnt about Samuel being a prophet 
chosen from God to go to Israel when they were turning their own way 
instead of turning God’s way.

HERE’S WHAT STOOD OUT FOR THE KIDS:

“We get to do small groups and get to make Pom Poms” 

“We get to learn about God, more suited for our age” 

And the message they took away about God:

“That he’s always there, even when you don’t think he is” 

“He gives us light in dark times” 

“He’s in control” 

A  S H O R T  H I S TO R Y  O F  C A M P I N G
Presbyterian Youth is working on a book to celebrate the history of 
camping in the Presbyterian church of NSW.  So far, the oldest pho-
to we have unearthed is from 1912! Rev Bruce Christian has kindly 
offered to head up the committee that will be overseeing this project.

At the moment, we are looking for photos and stories - if you 
have anything you can contribute, please send us an email at  
history@pysnw.org.au
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Are you looking for a conference to help you think 
through practically how you might serve in taking the 
good news of Jesus to a lost world? 

Are you looking for a conference to challenge you 
against aiming too low in your service of Jesus? 

MTS MISSION MINDED CONFERENCE IS FOR YOU 
I attended in 2016 and I enjoyed it so much that I’ve 
committed to keep on attending.   The program is 
a blend of big and small group gatherings.  The big 
group times together in song and prayer gathered 
around the Word of God were wonderful and uplift-
ing and challenging.  The talks from 2 Corinthians 
can be found at mtsmissionminded.com.au.  They 
are excellent.  The small group times are gatherings 
of people in similar stages (people in full time minis-
try, apprentices and trainees, first timers to the con-
ference etc.) aimed at prayerfully thinking through 
how we can best serve Jesus and his great commis-
sion both now and into the future.  In addition, and 
perhaps most helpfully, every delegate meets with 
an experienced gospel trainer to talk through their 
life situation, and their short and long term ministry 
goals and plans. 

Personally, I’ve come away from the conference 
more determined to keep evangelism at the centre 
of my personal ministry and to keep that evangelis-
tic edge in all of our church ministries.  In fact, my 
desire is that every pastor and leader from across 
our churches might commit to attending the 2017 
Mission Minded conference as an important step in 
establishing genuine evangelistic training cultures 
within our local churches.

One of our elders within Albury has recently tak-
en a redundancy from work.  Rather than begin the 
expected odyssey in the caravan around Australia 
spending the kids’ inheritance, Keith has commit-
ted to undertaking a two year MTS apprenticeship 
studying theology and being trained in evangelism 
and gospel ministry.  That’s inspiring and eminently 
sensible!  Seeking first the kingdom of God remains 
the wisest way to invest one’s time, energy and money.  
That’s exactly the sort of thinking that is shaped and 
encouraged by the Mission Minded Conference. 

I’d love to see you there next year. 

Paul Sheely
METRO Committee
Minister Albury Presbyterian Church

MISSION MINDED CONFERENCE

S E P  2 9 - O C T  2  2 0 1 7
Katoomba Conference Centre
www.mtsmissionminded.com.au

M I S S I O N  M I N D E D
Are you looking for a conference to inspire you concerning the evangelistic 
opportunities in Australia and the world? 
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N ine years ago, a young boy in 
year 5 came to PY’s Primary 
Camp. He’s been coming to PY 
camps ever since, both summer 
and winter.  This year though 

was different - he is now a young adult, just 
finished the HSC, and about to step out into 
a new phase in his life. What did he choose 
to do this summer? He could have come 
to Summer Camp again as a camper, but 
instead, Jeremy, along with twenty of his 
peers, chose to do the PY Lead for Life In-
ternship, commencing it at Summer Camp. 
This program seeks to give a solid founda-
tion to young people for life-long leadership 
in God’s Kingdom by growing their under-
standing of God’s Word, developing their 
Christian character, and giving them practi-
cal skills in leadership. It sets the direction 
of leadership in young leaders to know, love, 
and serve Jesus for life. 

The Lead for Life Internship has three parts. 
It starts at Summer Camp where young lead-
ers come for a week of intensive teaching, 
this year in Christian Belief and Christian 
Leadership and Management. They also en-
gage in practical workshops on preparing a 
Bible study, leading small groups, personal 
and group reflection, and problem solving 
with real-life scenarios.

This year we were privileged to have John Mc-
Clean from Christ College and Steve Mannyx 
from Penrith teach us Christian Belief and 
Christian Leadership and Management re-
spectively, and they did an excellent job.

The second part of the Internship starts 
when they leave Summer Camp and go back 
to their local churches where they put into 
practice the things they learnt at Summer 
Camp in being part of a ministry there in a 
supported environment. They continue to 
learn and grow as a leader through meet-
ing regularly with a mentor from their local 
church and completing reflection assign-
ments on their leadership.

The third part is leading on a camp, either a 
PY camp (Summer or Winter) or a regional 
camp (if they are unable to get to a PY camp). 
Here they learn to lead in a different context 
outside their local church, further growing 
and challenging their Christian character. 

This year, Jeremy made the move from being 
a camper to being a leader. It was a delight 
for the whole Internship team to watch him 
and all the other young adults grow in un-

derstanding, hunger to know God’s Word 
more, self reflection, and insight about what 
it means to be a leader who follows Jesus. Jer-
emy’s story, from a young boy who came to 
a PY camp when he was in year 5 to now, as 
a young adult on the path of leadership, is a 
great example of how God works in the lives 
of young people across their whole life. Nine 
years ago, it would have been hard to imag-
ine where Jeremy would be now. But God 
knew where he was taking Jeremy, just as 
God knew how He was working in the lives 
of each of the young adults who are doing 
the Internship this year. For all of them it’s 
only the beginning. The beginning of a life 
of Christian leadership; knowing, loving and 
serving Jesus for his Kingdom.

Jeremy’s story is also a good example of the 
partnership between PY and local Presby-
terian churches. PY’s camping ministries 
are being used by local churches to engage, 
encourage and challenge their youth in a 
large-scale Christian community they can’t 
generate themselves. PY’s training minis-
try of the Internship program is then being 
used to help develop their young people into 
Christian leaders that does not take them 
out of their local church context. So, young 
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Church to disciple all youth for Christ.

Another example of the program is Jeremy’s 
leader at the Primary camp all those years 
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The Internship Team
January 2017
 
 
 

Timothy Partnership
One additional benefit of going through the 
Lead for Life internship is the progress made 
towards a Certificate of Theology. Interns 
who have just completed the Lead for Life 
internship will have completed much of the 
assessment for two of their three Certificate 
of Theology subjects this semester: Christian 
Belief and Christian Leadership and Manage-
ment. As they return to their local churches, 
they will be working towards their third sub-
ject: Lay Ministries Field Education.

Additional theological study is a great benefit 
to all Christians, but especially to those who 
are in positions of leadership responsibility. 
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation this year, studying the diploma 
subject The Church to 1550 would be a great 
opportunity to understand more of the history 
of the reformation – such study leads to better 
insights into the timeless truths of the gospel.

Please visit the website for more information 
and enrolment details for next Semester. FEE-
Help may be available to you for study at a 
diploma level.

Just the beginning . Lead for Life Internship

INTERNS AND INTERNSHIP LEADERSHIP 
TEAM OF 2016/17

SOME OF THE INTERNS RUNNING
A GAME AT SUMMER CAMP.

timothypartnership.com.au
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Many will know that in 
September the Rev Dr 
Thang Bwee of Myanmar 
came to Australia to attend 
the General Assembly of 
Australia and to speak in a 
number of churches on the 
eastern coast of Australia.

While he was here it was discovered that he had 
a serious heart problem and subsequently had 
open heart surgery in Sydney. He has asked that 
we include this letter in our newsletter:

“Greetings to everyone from Myanmar in His 
holy and precious name.

I am now at home again in Myanmar with 
a new repaired heart. I arrived home on the 
28th December and I’m now preparing to 
begin my normal ministry.

I would like to express my thanks to 
Australian Presbyterian World Mission and 
the Presbyterian Church of Australia for your 
wonderful partnership in the ministries of the 
Evangelical Reformed Church of Myanmar 

and the Reformed Bible Institute and thanks 
indeed for your love and care during the battle 
for my life. Without your kindly concern and 
care, it wouldn’t have been possible to solve 
my health problems. Rather I would still be 
wandering without clear idea of what, when 
and how to do about my health.

But now God is restoring my strength with 
new repaired heart and I am confi dent to 
move on to my normal ministries.

I am very thankful for Franco Salaun (from 
the Revesby congregation) for the gift s that 
God has given to him for His glory. I have 
clearly noticed that he is such a wonderful 
man in caring for others. I was greatly blessed 
by his excellent love and care for both my 
spiritual and physical needs.

I also give thanks and appreciation to Peter and 
Lyn Barnes as well as to Kevin and Julie Murray 
for their hospitality and pastoral care which 
comforted me and caused me to confi dently go 
through the most critical condition that I ever 
have experienced with my health.

I greatly appreciate and give thanks to 
Sheryl Sarkoezy from APWM for her lovely 
fellowship, constant encouragement and 

caring labours to meet all my needs. Th anks 
Sheryl for all the best.

Th anks also to the members of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia and those 
outside the Presbyterian Church for your 
prayers, love and contributions to meet the 
needs of my heart surgery.

My grateful prayer for everyone of you is that 
our God may bless you richly continually and 
use you for His glory and Kingdom.

With thanks and appreciation,

Thang Bwee
Evangelical Reformed Church Myanmar.

ReachOut 2017
For NSW people, ReachOut 2017 will be held 
on the weekend September 9-10 2017 at the 
Katoomba Christian Convention Centre, 
Katoomba NSW.

ReachOut is a terrifi c missions conference 
that features:

• Good Bible teaching;
• An opportunity to fellowship with 

Christians who are interested in cross 
cultural mission or exploring serving; and

• Opportunities to informally speak with 
representatives of most of the mission agencies.

It’s a ‘one-stop’ opportunity to think through 
where God might be leading you to serve. 
For further details please see:
reachoutmissions.com.au

Workpartners 2017
Workpartners recently completed its latest 
project: refurbishing a student dormitory at 
the Talua Th eological Institute. Planning is 

now underway for Workpartners Vanuatu for 
2017 at Talua. We anticipate there will be teams 
in (a) late June or early July (b) November.

If you are interested in taking part in 
Workpartners in 2017, then please email Sheryl 
Sarkoezy at APWM national@apwm.org.au to 
be placed on a list of people interested in hearing 
more about Workpartners.

Rev Dr Thang Bwee Expresses His Gratitude

The Pulse 3

Updates
MARTIN EAGLE
On October 28 the APWM National 
Committee made the diffi  cult decision to 
not renew the terms of appointment for 
Martin Eagle, who has been serving Christ 
as a Partner Church missionary with the 
Evangelical Reformed Church of Myanmar. 
Martin’s terms of appointment expire at the 
end of May 2017. 

APWM considers that a missionary who 
serves in a teaching context must have 
suffi  cient language skills to enable them to 
clearly communicate the timeless truth of 
the gospel. 

Over the last few years APWM has been 
working closely with Martin to help him be 
as eff ective as possible as he serves Christ 
in Myanmar. During that time, however, 
Martin has faced a number of challenges 
in trying to gain suffi  cient fl uency in the 
Burmese language. We have also had many 
conversations with the Rev Dr Th ang Bwee, 
the leader of the Evangelical Reformed 
Church of Myanmar, regarding ways that 
Martin can be assisted in improving his 
Burmese language fl uency. It is now clear 
that Martin’s Burmese language skills will 
not be suffi  cient to enable him to freely 
teach and preach in Burmese. 

Th is decision is particularly hard for Martin 
who has given so much of himself as he 
has been serving the Lord Jesus Christ in 
Myanmar. We thank him for his willingness 
to follow the call of the Lord Jesus, and for 
being willing to leave behind family and 
friends and the relative comfort of Australia 
to serve in a foreign context. 

Th ank you for the support that you have 
each given to Martin — through prayer, 
encouragement and fi nancial gift s. Please join 
us in praying for Martin that he would know 
God’s peace and direction in his life as he 
seeks God’s leading in the next few months. 

NOEL AND CATHARINE CARPENTER
Noel and Catharine Carpenter from St 
John’s Hobart, have served with Wycliff e 
Australia since 2004. Th ey have served in 
northern Australia and Papua New Guinea. 
Noel has primarily worked as a pilot. In 
addition to raising their three children, 

Catharine has worked as a literacy specialist 
with a focus on adult training.

Noel is now serving part-time as Wycliff e 
Australia’s Tasmania State Representative.

FIONA LOCKETT
Fiona Lockett, from Crossroads Hobart, 
together with her husband Pablo and son 
Ruben, will be returning to Australia at the 
end of May 2017. She will continue to serve 
as a missionary with SIM until the end of 
November 2017.

NATHAN AND TOMOKO STEWART
It was with joy that Nathan and Tomoko 
Stewart were commissioned on October 
23rd at Browns Plains Presbyterian Church 
in Brisbane for service in Japan.

Th eir current support level is around 90%. 
If you would like to join their support team 
please contact APWM as soon as possible.

Th ey will be helping the Osaka Presbyterian 
Church, and other nearby Presbyterian 
churches, engage with their local community 
through English conversation clubs. As 
foreigners and English speakers they will be 
a drawcard and so will help the church in 
building bridges with the community.

JOHN AND KARA DEKKER: 2017
John and Kara Dekker are expecting 
their third child in March 2017. Th ey are 
currently in Geelong, Victoria and their 
plans for 2017 are:

• Stay in Australia until May. Apart from 
preparing for the birth, the focus of this 
time will be on John fi nishing off  his PhD 
thesis;

• Return to Talua for June, July, and Au-
gust, and introduce their new baby to the 
Talua community;

• In late August return to Australia again, 
with a focus on deputation. In Novem-
ber, they will travel to the United States, 
fi nish the year with a holiday there and 
return to Talua in January 2018.

Th ank you for the ongoing support of the 
many individuals and churches who are 
part of this ministry.

NATHAN AND KATHY GRIFFITH
Nathan and Kathy Griffi  th, from Epping 
NSW, have been serving with European 
Christian Mission. Th ey have made the 
diffi  cult decision to not continue ministry 
in Portugal and have returned to Australia.

NEW MISSIONARIES
Ross Maxwell, Warburton Presbyterian 
Church (Vic) with Pioneers in Ethiopia.

Andrew Adams, Canterbury Presbyterian 
Church (Vic) with Pioneers in Japan.

B, Donvale Presbyterian Church (Vic) with 
SIM in Asia

A & K from Randwick (NSW) with Power 
to Change in West Asia.

MARTIN EAGLE

NOEL AND CATHARINE CARPENTER

FIONA LOCKETT, WITH PABLO AND RUBEN

JOHN AND KARA DEKKER

NATHAN AND KATHY GRIFFITH

NATHAN AND TOMOKO STEWART’S COMMISSIONING
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through the most critical condition that I ever 
have experienced with my health.

I greatly appreciate and give thanks to 
Sheryl Sarkoezy from APWM for her lovely 
fellowship, constant encouragement and 
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Sheryl for all the best.
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prayers, love and contributions to meet the 
needs of my heart surgery.

My grateful prayer for everyone of you is that 
our God may bless you richly continually and 
use you for His glory and Kingdom.

With thanks and appreciation,

Thang Bwee
Evangelical Reformed Church Myanmar.
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For NSW people, ReachOut 2017 will be held 
on the weekend September 9-10 2017 at the 
Katoomba Christian Convention Centre, 
Katoomba NSW.

ReachOut is a terrifi c missions conference 
that features:

• Good Bible teaching;
• An opportunity to fellowship with 

Christians who are interested in cross 
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• Opportunities to informally speak with 
representatives of most of the mission agencies.

It’s a ‘one-stop’ opportunity to think through 
where God might be leading you to serve. 
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project: refurbishing a student dormitory at 
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2017 at Talua. We anticipate there will be teams 
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a drawcard and so will help the church in 
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THE APWM NATIONAL COMMITTEE
Who are the members of the APWM National 
Committee?

Alex Shaw (Convener), Kevin Murray (National 
Director), Alex Ralston (Treasurer), Brett Graham, 
Sheryl Sarkoezy, Bob Quinn, Peter Burke, Kim 
Dale, Keith Stewart, Robert McKean, Darrell 
Thatcher, Douglas Bennett, Noel Johnston, and 
William Morrow (Minute Secretary). 

HOW DOES APWM OPERATE?
APWM’s procedures and policies are set out in its policy document 
“Partnership in Mission 2016”. You can download a copy from the 
APWM website at www.apwm.org.au and go to the ‘Resources’ section 
at the top of the page.

INCLUDING APWM IN YOUR WILL 
If you would like to include APWM in your will, then you may like to use these words as a guide:

“I give to the Presbyterian Church Property Trust for the National Committee of the Australian 
Presbyterian World Mission [here insert a description of the bequest together with the amount 
of money or description of property or other gift ] free of testamentary charges and duties 
for [here insert ‘its general purpose’ or the specifi c purpose you desire] and I declare that the 
receipt of the Secretary of the Trust shall be suffi  cient to discharge to my Executors.”
Please provide this wording to your Solicitor when seeking advice and assistance in 
drawing up your will.

THREE CATEGORIES OF APWM MISSIONARIES
APWM has three categories of missionaries:

Partner Church someone who serves with a recognised overseas Partner Church or in 
indigenous ministry within Australia. 

Partner Agency someone who serves with an APWM-approved mission agency with whom 
APWM has a formally recognised Partner relationship e.g. SIM, Pioneers, Wycliff e. 

Associate someone who serves in a ministry context or country where no Partner Church or 
Partner Agency is necessarily involved.

Prayer & Finance
Response Form
Please send to APWM
81 Shaft esbury Rd, Burwood NSW 2134

Name: ......................................................................

Address: ..................................................................

....................................... Postcode: .........................

Email: ......................................................................

Phone: .....................................................................

Church: ...................................................................

I would like to support 
the following:
Missionary's Name: ...............................................

  Please send me the missionary's prayer letter.

OR APWM ministry in a particular country:

..................................................................................

Please indicate an amount

 $20        $50        $100

 other $ .................................................................

Please indicate how regular your payment will be:

 one-off   monthly   quarterly

  half-yearly  yearly

Four ways to give
1.  Cheque (made out to 'Australian 
Presbyterian World Mission')

2. Credit card      Visa    Mastercard

Name on card: ........................................................

Expires: .............../..................

Signature: ...............................................................

Date of fi rst payment: ...........................................

3. Direct Debit

Your account name(s): ..........................................

..................................................................................

Signature: ...............................................................

BSB: .........................................................................

Account number: ..................................................

Bank name: ............................................................

Date of fi rst payment: ............................................

4. Direct deposit
Account: Australian Presbyterian World Mission
BSB: 032-260 Account number: 151207
Please write your name and surname of the 
missionary you are supporting in the description 
box. Please also email fi nance@apwm.org.au telling 
us that you have made a deposit and provide the 
name of the missionary that you are supporting.

Enquiries
fi nance@apwm.org.au (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/fi nance

APWM COMMITTEE CONVENER,
 ALEX SHAW

STATE CONVENERS
QLD Kim Dale E: kdale7@bigpond.com

NSW Robert McKean E: nswconvener@apwm.org.au

VIC Douglas Bennett E: douglas_bennett@wycliff e.org.au

TAS Phil Simmonds E: simmondsphil68@gmail.com

SA Gary Ware E: gjware@internode.on.net

WA Darrell Th atcher E: waconvener@apwm.org.au

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION
NATIONAL OFFICE
81 Shaft esbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134 T: (02) 8073 7490
Sheryl Sarkoezy E: national@apwm.org.au . Bruce Campbell E: fi nance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray
M: 0421 366 720
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151
E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net

www.apwm.org.au
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It is widely acknowledged that Japan is 
a very diffi  cult mission fi eld. Over many 
years, the Japanese people have been largely 
resistant to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Yet 
it is very encouraging to see what God is 
currently doing. For example, at Christ 
College in Sydney, there are a number of 
couples who are preparing to go and serve 
in Japan. In Melbourne there are people 
like Andrew Adams from Canterbury 
Presbyterian Church in Victoria. Th ese 
are just the ones that we know about! Who 
knows what God may be doing in thrusting 
out these cross-cultural workers, and 
others, to serve in Japan?

Th e Presbyterian Church of Australia's 
General Assembly met in September 2016. 
One of the highlights of our Assembly was 
the signing of a Partner Church agreement 
with the Presbyterian Church in Japan.

At the November 2016 Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Japan that Partner 
Church agreement was ratifi ed.

When the agreement was presented to the 
Japanese Assembly, it was very encouraging 
to hear members of the assembly ask 
questions regarding the theology and 
character of our church in Australia. 
Asking such questions is one of the marks 
of a theologically mature church. I was able 
to assure them that we believe the Bible is 
the Word of God and that we adhere to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith.

Th e Presbyterian Church in Japan 
continues to face challenges. Th e church 
has approximately 75 pastors and one third 
of them are in the fi nal ten years of their 
ministry. Th e average age of a pastor is 65. 
Th ere are approximately 2,500 worshippers 
in these churches on any given Sunday.

John and Rose Evans continue to be 
involved in the Chiba City Church. John 
leads a team of eleven people which includes 
Adam and Helane Ramsay. It is hoped that 
the team will soon include a few interns.

Th e team plans to commence Sunday 
services in 2018. Why wait till then? Th e 
core team needs to be assembled, put down 
its roots in the community, get to know 
people, and establish a congregational 
culture that features evangelism and 
discipleship. A few Japanese families have 
already expressed an interest in joining the 
church plant. 

John and Rose will be in Australia from 
early April until late July to be involved 
in some training programs and a number 
of events.

Adam and Helane Ramsay with their 
three children have been in Japan for 
approximately 17 months. Th ey are 
currently in the language learning phase 
and are settling in well.

In the city of Osaka, the members of the 
Osaka Presbyterian Church are keenly 
awaiting the arrival of Nathan and Tomoko 
Stewart so that together, they can reach out 
to many people in that city.

APWM ON FACEBOOK
If you use Facebook, you can 
keep up to date with much of the 
latest APWM news by going to:

www.facebook.com/
AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission
For news you can also go to the APWM 
web site www.apwm.org.au

APWM PRAYER NEWS
APWM produces a bi-monthly prayer 
newsletter known as ‘Email Update’. You can 
receive this as a pdf by email or as a weekly 
update. If you’d like to join us in praying 
for our APWM missionaries please contact 
Sheryl Sarkoezy at national@apwm.org.au 
or phone (02) 8073 7490.

Japan: A Growing Team
In late November 2016, Kevin Murray travelled to Japan to attend the Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Japan, meet with our missionaries and talk to some leaders.

CHIBA CITY

The Rev Kiyoshi Endo looks on with delight 
as the Rev John Wilson signs our partnership 
agreement with the Presbyterian Church in 
Japan at our September 2016 General Assembly.

The Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Japan discusses the Partner Church relationship 
with the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

JOHN AND ROSE EVANS

ADAM AND HELANE RAMSAY
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Name: ......................................................................

Address: ..................................................................

....................................... Postcode: .........................

Email: ......................................................................

Phone: .....................................................................

Church: ...................................................................

I would like to support 
the following:
Missionary's Name: ...............................................

  Please send me the missionary's prayer letter.

OR APWM ministry in a particular country:

..................................................................................

Please indicate an amount

 $20        $50        $100

 other $ .................................................................

Please indicate how regular your payment will be:

 one-off   monthly   quarterly

  half-yearly  yearly

Four ways to give
1.  Cheque (made out to 'Australian 
Presbyterian World Mission')

2. Credit card      Visa    Mastercard

Name on card: ........................................................

Expires: .............../..................

Signature: ...............................................................

Date of fi rst payment: ...........................................

3. Direct Debit

Your account name(s): ..........................................

..................................................................................

Signature: ...............................................................

BSB: .........................................................................

Account number: ..................................................

Bank name: ............................................................

Date of fi rst payment: ............................................

4. Direct deposit
Account: Australian Presbyterian World Mission
BSB: 032-260 Account number: 151207
Please write your name and surname of the 
missionary you are supporting in the description 
box. Please also email fi nance@apwm.org.au telling 
us that you have made a deposit and provide the 
name of the missionary that you are supporting.

Enquiries
fi nance@apwm.org.au (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/fi nance

APWM COMMITTEE CONVENER,
 ALEX SHAW

STATE CONVENERS
QLD Kim Dale E: kdale7@bigpond.com

NSW Robert McKean E: nswconvener@apwm.org.au

VIC Douglas Bennett E: douglas_bennett@wycliff e.org.au

TAS Phil Simmonds E: simmondsphil68@gmail.com

SA Gary Ware E: gjware@internode.on.net

WA Darrell Th atcher E: waconvener@apwm.org.au

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION
NATIONAL OFFICE
81 Shaft esbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134 T: (02) 8073 7490
Sheryl Sarkoezy E: national@apwm.org.au . Bruce Campbell E: fi nance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray
M: 0421 366 720
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151
E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net

www.apwm.org.au
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It is widely acknowledged that Japan is 
a very diffi  cult mission fi eld. Over many 
years, the Japanese people have been largely 
resistant to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Yet 
it is very encouraging to see what God is 
currently doing. For example, at Christ 
College in Sydney, there are a number of 
couples who are preparing to go and serve 
in Japan. In Melbourne there are people 
like Andrew Adams from Canterbury 
Presbyterian Church in Victoria. Th ese 
are just the ones that we know about! Who 
knows what God may be doing in thrusting 
out these cross-cultural workers, and 
others, to serve in Japan?

Th e Presbyterian Church of Australia's 
General Assembly met in September 2016. 
One of the highlights of our Assembly was 
the signing of a Partner Church agreement 
with the Presbyterian Church in Japan.

At the November 2016 Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Japan that Partner 
Church agreement was ratifi ed.

When the agreement was presented to the 
Japanese Assembly, it was very encouraging 
to hear members of the assembly ask 
questions regarding the theology and 
character of our church in Australia. 
Asking such questions is one of the marks 
of a theologically mature church. I was able 
to assure them that we believe the Bible is 
the Word of God and that we adhere to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith.

Th e Presbyterian Church in Japan 
continues to face challenges. Th e church 
has approximately 75 pastors and one third 
of them are in the fi nal ten years of their 
ministry. Th e average age of a pastor is 65. 
Th ere are approximately 2,500 worshippers 
in these churches on any given Sunday.

John and Rose Evans continue to be 
involved in the Chiba City Church. John 
leads a team of eleven people which includes 
Adam and Helane Ramsay. It is hoped that 
the team will soon include a few interns.

Th e team plans to commence Sunday 
services in 2018. Why wait till then? Th e 
core team needs to be assembled, put down 
its roots in the community, get to know 
people, and establish a congregational 
culture that features evangelism and 
discipleship. A few Japanese families have 
already expressed an interest in joining the 
church plant. 

John and Rose will be in Australia from 
early April until late July to be involved 
in some training programs and a number 
of events.

Adam and Helane Ramsay with their 
three children have been in Japan for 
approximately 17 months. Th ey are 
currently in the language learning phase 
and are settling in well.

In the city of Osaka, the members of the 
Osaka Presbyterian Church are keenly 
awaiting the arrival of Nathan and Tomoko 
Stewart so that together, they can reach out 
to many people in that city.

APWM ON FACEBOOK
If you use Facebook, you can 
keep up to date with much of the 
latest APWM news by going to:

www.facebook.com/
AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission
For news you can also go to the APWM 
web site www.apwm.org.au

APWM PRAYER NEWS
APWM produces a bi-monthly prayer 
newsletter known as ‘Email Update’. You can 
receive this as a pdf by email or as a weekly 
update. If you’d like to join us in praying 
for our APWM missionaries please contact 
Sheryl Sarkoezy at national@apwm.org.au 
or phone (02) 8073 7490.

Japan: A Growing Team
In late November 2016, Kevin Murray travelled to Japan to attend the Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Japan, meet with our missionaries and talk to some leaders.

CHIBA CITY

The Rev Kiyoshi Endo looks on with delight 
as the Rev John Wilson signs our partnership 
agreement with the Presbyterian Church in 
Japan at our September 2016 General Assembly.

The Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Japan discusses the Partner Church relationship 
with the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

JOHN AND ROSE EVANS

ADAM AND HELANE RAMSAY
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Myanmar Church

Speaking in Heart Language
B Y  R O B E R T  M C K E A N

Last year I read Naomi Reed’s book, The Plum Tree 
in the Desert.

In it, she relates 10 stories of missionaries around the 
world seeking to share the good news of Jesus Christ.

I was particularly struck by the story of an American 
couple, Paul and Pat, who had spent 25 years in south-
ern Pakistan sharing the gospel using traditional song, 
drama and dance.

Paul explained their approach as follows:
“We have this misunderstanding in mission that if 

you just love the people in another culture it will be enough. But we 
need to speak to their hearts in ways that they respond to. And in Pa-
kistan it’s through music. That’s their heart language.” Paul came from 
a very musical family and had previously spent some time learning 
traditional music in India. He was able to apply that understanding to 
his situation in Pakistan and write new songs with Christian messages 
in their traditional style.

Because the songs were fresh and new while still being in the style they 
recognised the people were attracted to them. Over the years the local 

people began inviting Paul and his fellow Pakistani Christians to per-
form them at funerals and weddings and other significant celebrations.

When he sang the gospel message to them, instead of switching 
off they would listen for hour after hour. He later combined Bible 
teaching with the learning of these new songs as well as health 
education and literacy work.

Their focus through it all was on discipleship – bringing people to 
faith in Christ and then helping them to grow as Christians and live 
out their faith. It was an effective work with many people coming to 
faith in Christ over a number of years.

At the end of his story Paul said, “Wherever you are in the world, 
there is something that people respond to. Find out what it is. And 
when you do, the people will listen.”

The apostle Paul took the same approach when he sought to commu-
nicate the gospel: “To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To 
those under the law I became like one under the law … so as to win 
those under the law. …I have become all things to all men so that by 
all possible means I might save some.” 1 Cor 9: 20-22 

We need to pray that our missionaries will learn to speak in the heart 
language of the people to whom they have been sent. We also need 
to think about how we can speak the heart language of the people 
around us.

What are the strengths of the church 
at large in Myanmar?
The church in Burma is very strong in evan-
gelism. Most of the churches try to reach out 
to the Buddhists. That is the church’s con-
cern for the country.

What are some of the church’s struggles?
The church struggles with theological educa-
tion. Since we do not have a good theological 
background, the church at large struggles with 
the prosperity gospel. In addition, there are 
struggles with some Pentecostal movements, 
even amongst some Reformed churches. 

Are there many good theological books 
written in the Burmese language?
I am sorry to say that we don't have many 
good theological books, even good evan-
gelical books. When it comes to Reformed 
books, it is even worse. I have translated 
some Reformed books into Burmese to help 
the students and churches.

Please tell us about the Reformed 
Bible Institute.
The Reformed Bible Institute started in the 
year 2000 with a commitment to the Reformed 
faith and its Confessions. The Reformed Bible 
Institute is also an evangelistic institute. We 
train our students not only in theological edu-
cation but also in practical evangelism.

What brings you joy?
I feel joy when we are able to evangelise Bud-
dhists. I have great joy when we are able to 
plant a church in a new area. 

Please tell us about some of the 
churches outside of the capital city.
In the Evangelical Reformed Church we 
have some small churches in Yangon, the 
capital city of Myanmar. I lead a very small 
congregation in Yangon. Outside Yangon we 
have recently planted three new churches in 
a mission area. We already have 27 churches 
in Chin State. 

What are some of the needs of the 
Evangelical Reformed Church?
The Evangelical Reformed Church really 
needs teaching and training, especially in 
the areas of pastoral ministry, evangelism 
and mission. We need to also propagate Re-
formed teaching within the Evangelical Re-
formed Church.

How has the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia helped the church?
The church in Australia has been a great 
help. Firstly, since 2005 we have had a part-
nership with you and that means that the 
church prays for us. Secondly, people from 

the Presbyterian Church of Australia have 
come and shared their lives with us by send-
ing some pastors to teach us the Word of 
God. Thirdly, the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia’s financial contribution has meant 
that since 2006 we have been able to extend 
our mission field.

What encourages you?
There are many encouragements. We receive 
solid theological teaching from visiting pas-
tors as we don't have any pastors who are 
able to teach Reformed teaching to our pas-
tors. When pastors from Australia come and 
teach us, that gives me great joy and makes 
me happy.

What can we pray for you?
Firstly, please pray for the extension of evan-
gelism and that we can plant more church-
es in new areas among the Buddhists. Sec-
ondly, please pray for our pastors’ teaching 
seminars. Pastors come each year from New 
Zealand and Australia to teach the seminars. 
Thirdly, please pray for our student ministry. 
We currently have supervisory care for 80 
rural schoolchildren who live in dormitories 
in Chin State. Their parents are unable to af-
ford any education for them and so we are 
able to provide both Christian and secular 
education for them.

In September the Rev Dr Thang Bwee of Myanmar came 
to Australia to attend the General Assembly of Australia. 
While he was here it was discovered that he had a se-
rious heart problem and subsequently had open heart 
surgery in Sydney. APWM took the opportunity to re-
ceive an update from him on the church in Myanmar.

GROWING STRONGER
B Y  K E V I N  M U R R AY

Missions

THANG BWEE



The Pulse 29

Womens Ministry

In looking to enhance ministry by women, the 
Women’s Ministry Task Force of Ministry and 
Mission is establishing a part-time position to 
assist in the networking of women across our 
churches in NSW and the ACT. 

The increasing need of a role to provide support and encouragement 
to our Women in Ministry requires someone with the appropriate 
skills along with the remunerative hours to fulfill their role as a 
Women’s Ministry Facilitator. 

Please support this project through prayer and financial giving.

Fund-raising for a three day per week position has been occurring, 
however (as this article is going to print) there’s still a shortfall of 
$41,000 to the budget of $60k a year.

This equates to 170 more people giving $20 month, or 80 more 
churches giving $500 a year.

The You Tube clip https://youtu.be/t6oIIYpLb5c explains the role.

Pulse readers can assist in getting this project underway by (i) view-
ing the video and giving financially to the project; (ii) seeking the 
support of your church leadership for the project, and with their sup-
port (iii) sharing the video to your small group and/or your church/s. 

More information can be found at womenministry.org.au/facilitator

A new year is an opportune time to give thanks 
to God for the past year and to plan for this one.

Our Presbyterian Women's Association (PWA) women uphold the 
endeavours of every Assembly Committee by prayerful, practical and 
financial support, in addition to the support of their ‘home’ Churches.

Jericho Road was most grateful to receive the PWA Market Com-
mittee’s cheque for $31,000 to assist children with identified speech 
problems in the Tregear and Windsor Presbyterian Pre Schools.

The PWA Christian Education Standing Committee has its  2017 
‘Opening Devotional’ booklets available and proceeds from the sales 
of stationery packs, delightfully illustrated by Gwen Cowell, will as-
sist in travel costs for Jack and Gwen’s Sketch’n’Scripture Ministry in 
remote rural NSW schools.

PWMU continues to support missionaries in Australia and overseas 
and the PWA. Home Mission Standing Committee supports strug-
gling Parishes and Church Plants and Replants and is currently plan-
ning their annual Ceilidh.

Our PWA women have met for planning days, branch meetings, 
standing and special committee meetings and State Council. A num-
ber of Branches have gone into recess and sadly some have closed. 

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians chapter 1, informed his ‘students’ 
that he prayed for them constantly.  He did so with great expec-
tations. He wanted them to rise above self-serving behaviour and 
to develop the character and likeness of Christ.  In Philippians 4:13, 
Paul instructed them that they could do everything God wanted 
them to do through Christ who would strengthen them.

The middle syllable of the word ‘encourage’ is ‘cour’ a derivative of 
the French word ‘coeur’ for heart. The middle letter of the word en-
courage is ‘u’ You need to encourage and be encouraged. Take heart, 
be enthused by the wonderful example set by PWA women, many 
of whom have gone to be with God, be encouraged and encourage 
others, as we step out in faith to serve God every day.

If someone sees the best in me, I make the best my goal:
His faith that God will strengthen me Encourages my soul.

Supporting Women in Ministry 
B Y  S H E R E E  S C O T T

PWA plans for year ahead
B Y  B A R B A R A  C L A R K ,  N S W  S T AT E  P WA  P R E S I D E N T
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PRICE PROMISE
If you find an item in this brochure cheaper at another Austra-

lian retailer, let us know and we’ll match the price!
(Excludes specials. Retail customers only.)
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Feathers for Arrows
C.H. Spurgeon (Reformation Heritage)

Gospel truths are like arrows designed to penetrate the hearts of men. And as Spur-
geon knew, gospel truths fly straighter and truer when fletched with appropriately place 

illustrations. In this book, Spurgeon offers preachers and teachers access to some of the 
illustrations that he collected over the course of his ministry. If you are a pastor or teacher, 
improve your message with choice feathers from the prince of preachers.

The Dynamic Heart in Daily Life
Jeremy Pierre (New Growth Press)

Often our approach in counseling and ministry does not do justice to the rich, 
dynamic way people respond to life. Even those who wish to help people 
biblically can be lopsided in their approach, missing important aspects of people’s 

experience. Discover how a whole-hearted, dynamic relationship with God changes 
the way people respond to every aspect of life.

Making Sense of God
Timothy Keller (Hodder & Stroughton)

In this thoughtful and inspiring book, Timothy Keller invites sceptics to consider that 
Christianity is as relevant now as ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, 

satisfaction, freedom, identity, justice and hope - and Christianity provides us with 
unsurpassed resources to meet all these needs.

Written for both sceptic and believer, Making Sense of God shines a light on the 
profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

Beyond the 95 Theses
Stephen J. Nichols (P&R Publishing)

This illustrated introductory guide to Luther’s life, theology, and 
works introduces and summarizes his major writings, such as 

The Bondage of the Will and On the Councils and the Church, 
and includes, with annotations, the complete Ninety-Five 

Theses. Stephen Nichols also gives encouragement and guidance 
for studying Luther’s ethical writings, “table talk,” hymns, and 

sermons. Includes a select guide for further reading.

$24.99

NEW

$29.99

NEW

$23.99

NEW

$21.99

NEW

140 Albany Road, Stanmore NSW 2048Reformers
•

 F

R E E  P O S T A G
E •R

EFORMERS BOOKSHOP

Free postage if you
order and pay online,

for orders over $60
from Australia and

New Zealand.
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Macmillan, 280pages
RRP: $32.99

Australian social commenta-
tor Hugh Mackay describes 
his latest book, Beyond 
Belief, as one “for doubters, 
sceptics, heretics, agnostics 
and religious fringe-dwell-
ers”.  He explicitly cautions 
“committed Christians” and 
“committed atheists” that it 
is “not likely to appeal”. 

Although I am an orthodox (Protestant) 
Christian, Mackay’s warning, delivered at 
the book’s outset, did not faze me. Nor his 
honest confession that his expertise is as 
a social psychologist and researcher, not 
a theologian. Several books by self-con-
fessed agnostics and atheists were crucial 
in my own path to faith – they got me 
thinking, probably in ways unintended by 
their authors. 

Reading this book, however, was a frus-
trating experience. The chief reason is that 
Mackay is not the agnostic he says he is. In 
his own urbane way, he is as closed-minded 
as many of the religious and irreligious zeal-
ots whom, often justly, he attacks. 

The idea of “faith” which Mackay extols – 
humanism, really, with respect for Jesus’ 
moral teachings – excludes as a matter of 
course any element of the supernatural.
Mackay thus falls into the very trap that he 
himself identifies:

We impose our own values, preconcep-
tions and expectations on what we see 
and interpret it accordingly: the viewer is 
always part of the view. From then on, we 
will tend to process any relevant informa-
tion selectively, being especially attentive 
to messages that confirm the information 
we have previously taken on board. Con-
versely, we’ll be less inclined to attend to 
messages that challenge or contradict it. 
(original emphasis)

I will return to this theme, but first it is ap-
propriate to recognise the valuable elements 
of Beyond Belief. There are several.

For a start, Mackay appreciates that religious 
faith has always brought priceless benefits to 
the world – not least a sense of meaning and 
purpose for literally billions of individual 
believers. He points out that there is noth-
ing “irrational” in the human impulses to be 
taken seriously and to connect with others, 
and to give and receive love.

The book also contains excerpts from inter-
views conducted by Mackay with ordinary 
Australians about their religious beliefs (or 
lack thereof).  These are always fascinating, 
if frequently worrying and sad – at least for 
anyone who cares about the Church. 

To give the flavour, here are the musings of 
a youngish married father named Richard:

I’m actually a believer, sort of. I mean, 
I’m certainly not an atheist. I was raised 
a Catholic, and I want my kids to have 
that upbringing too. But the thing is, go-
ing to church is a two-and-a-half hour 
exercise … If we have any spare time as 
a family, we’re inclined to have a walk 
by the water, get some fresh air, buy fish 
and chips and have a bit of family time 
together. I’d give up church before I’d give 
that up. (my emphasis)

Another strength of Mackay’s book is the 
analysis of two important social phenom-
ena, prevalent both in Australia and across 
the West – the existence of millions of peo-
ple who confess to “faith envy” and/or who 
identify as “Spiritual But Not Religious”. 

Mackay has conversed with many such 
people. Variously they yearn to believe in 
something beyond themselves; they admire 
other people who live by faith, but can-
not adhere to any formalised “dogma” or 
“creed”. According to Mackay these “seek-
ers” are the products of reaction against 
neo-liberal materialism and institution-
alised religion. Some wear the SBNR label 
like “a badge of authenticity”.  

One interviewee describes the mindset thus: 
“it’s vaguely pantheistic, mixed with the need 
for kindness – some sort of sixties-hippie, 
with some Buddhism thrown in … by doing 
good, you’ll become good”.

All this is worthwhile stuff – as social re-
search and observation. It is when Mackay 
dips into Christian theology that the book 
becomes irritating. More than that – it is em-
blematic of the tragic religious and scientific 
ignorance of most modern-day Australians.  

Mackay professes to be a “Christian agnos-
tic”. He urges tolerance of all faiths. Yet the 
following passage (and numerous others like 
it) left me exasperated:

[W]hen the central myths of the Chris-
tian tradition – virgin birth, resurrec-
tion, miracles – are presented as his-
torical rather than metaphorical truths, 
Christian apologists tie themselves in all 
kinds of knots. If you’re going to argue 
that such things actually happened, you 
will run into a wall of scientific and other 
resistance. On the other hand, if you em-
brace such stories as seminal myths, rich 
with meaning and redolent with wisdom, 
the resistance crumbles; who’s going to 
argue with the underlying truth, the in-
ner meaning, of a myth? 

Then the kicker:

It would be as absurd to deny the value 
to our culture of the Christian myths as 
it would be to try to defend them as his-
torical fact.

So Mackay dismisses as “absurd” – self-ev-
idently so – all supernatural aspects of the 
Christian (and presumably any other) faith.  

In support of this presupposition he cites 
“modern theological scholarship”, referring 
periodically to the likes of Paul Tilloch, 
Hugh Schonfield, John A.T. Robinson, John 
Shelby Spong, John Dominic Crossan and 
A.N. Wilson.

It might be observed that these are scarcely 
“modern” sources. Tilloch’s most influential 
books were written in the 1950s; Schonfield’s 
and Robinson’s in the 1960s. The heydays of 
J.D. Crossan and Bishop Spong came in the 
1980s and 90s. (A.N. Wilson, moreover, is 
no longer an atheist – he re-converted a few 
years ago, swearing publicly that “I shall nev-
er make the same mistake again”.)

More to the point, all of these men – includ-
ing Wilson during his atheist phase – were, 
and are, representative of a tiny minority 
among Christian commentators. Their work 
must be understood in proper context.

Mackay is obviously an empathetic and in-
telligent man. I would urge him to read some 
mainstream, world-class theology written in 
the twenty-first century.  Say, N.T. Wright on 
the Resurrection. Or Hugh Ross on Christi-
anity and modern science. Or Paul K. Moser 
on the nature of religious knowledge. Any 
recent Papal encyclical. He may find his own 
beliefs are challenged.

Roy Williams was an agnostic until the age 
of 35. He is now a Christian author. His most 
recent book is Post-God Nation?

A B O U T  O U R  R E V I E W E R :
Roy Williams, now 53, became a Christian 
18 years ago. In his first life he studied law at 
Sydney University, won the university med-
al in 1986, and then practised as a commer-
cial litigator. After suffering a serious illness 
in his early 40s, Roy was forced to leave the 
law. He decided to try his hand at writing.  
His first book, God, Actually (ABC Books, 
2008), was intended as a rational defence 
of Christianity for modern lay readers with 
an open mind. It became a best-seller and 
was published in Britain and North Ameri-
ca. Subsequently Roy has written two more 
books. In God They Trust? (Bible Society, 
2013) is a study of the religious beliefs of 
Australia’s prime ministers since Federa-
tion. His most recent book, Post-God Na-
tion? (ABC Books, 2015), explores the vital 
role of Christianity in Australian history 
and society since 1788, and the reasons for 
the decline of religious faith in Australia in 
recent decades. Roy and his wife Sally wor-
ship at Chatswood Presbyterian Church.

Book Review
 BY ROY WILLIAMS

Book Review



Alexander Maclaren rightly observes 
that ‘Few words are more difficult 
to say rightly than “Thank you.”’ 
Through Epaphroditus (4:18), the 
Philippians had sent Paul a gift 
of money to sustain him in his 
work, and Paul was writing back to 
thank them for this. This section of 
his epistle is a model of affection, del-
icacy, tact, and courtesy on what is often a 
minefield, as one professional tennis play-
er found out when he suggested that, as a 
group, they were underpaid. 

BE TACTFUL AND GRATEFUL 
ON MONEY MATTERS
As we read the full context in 4:10-20, it is 
clear that Paul is a little awkward, and he 
searches to find the right words. The awk-
wardness is surely explained by  his deter-
mination to not make use of his God-given 
right to receive a stipend for his gospel la-
bours (1 Cor.9:15; 2 Cor.11:7). 

Carl Holsten in 1876 was apparently the 
first to dub it ‘the thankless thanks’ (dank-
loser Dank, for those in love with German). 
More generously, and more understand-
ingly, Jean Daillé writes of ‘the great apostle 
receiving the gift with singular gratitude 
and sweetness’ while Alexander Maclaren 
considers it ‘exuberant and delicate’. Ben 
Witherington III calls it ‘a delicate rhetor-
ical tap dance’. Paul is essentially – and re-
peatedly - saying two things: that he is con-
tented and that he is grateful. To say these 
two things at once is not easy.

Paul not only rejoices but rejoices greatly in 
the Lord (cf. 1 Chon.29:9; Neh.12:43). ‘I re-
joiced in the Lord greatly that now at length 
you have revived your concern for me. You 
were indeed concerned for me, but you had 
no opportunity’ (4:10). Chrysostom under-
stands this to be a gentle rebuke, but that is 
to misread it. The tone is not meant to be 
'Well, it is high time you sent something.' 
The focus is on their thoughtful concern, 
not the gift. Hence we read in later verses: 
‘Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble’ 
(4:14) and ‘Not that I seek the gift, but I seek 
the fruit that increases to your credit’ (4:17). 

The Philippian Christians lacked the op-
portunity, not the will, to help out Paul. 
Now, their concern has had the opportuni-
ty to flourish again, like shoots after winter 
has passed. Paul does not want to give the 
impression that he is after their money. Paul 
may have even asked churches not to send 
him money (see 1 Thess.2:9; 2 Thess.3:7-10; 
1 Cor.9:15-18; 2 Cor.12:13-15).

The gospel of free grace was free-
ly preached. Sure, the labourer is 
worthy of his hire, but that is not 
the only thing that he says on the 
question of money. Paul is most 
circumspect on this issue. He is 
not one to send the plate around 

three times. No arm-twisting, no 
stewardship campaigns, no pledges, 

no gushing gratitude which is really a hint 
that they must keep it up. On the contrary, 
Paul is sensitive that he is not associating 
the Christian message with calls for money. 
The motive behind the giving means more 
to him than the gift, and that is why he re-
joices. Paul is after souls - the people – not 
their money (2 Cor.12:14).
  

BE CONTENT IN ALL 
CIRCUMSTANCES
Paul explains why he was making no appeal 
for money: ‘Not that I am speaking of being 
in need, for I have learned in whatever situ-
ation I am to be content. I know how to he 
brought low and I know how to abound. In 
any and every circumstance, I have learned 
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need’ (4:11-12). Some-
what Stoically, Rudyard Kipling regarded 
Triumph and Disaster as ‘two impostors’, 
and Paul might be thought to be saying the 
same thing about abundance and poverty.

We might read this, in Gordon Fee’s words, 
as ‘a meteor fallen from the Stoic sky’. The 
word usually translated as ‘content’ looks 
remarkably like ‘self-sufficient’. We are born 
malcontents, like the Israelites in the wilder-
ness who grumbled despite the loving kind-
ness of God (Num.14:1-4). Grumbling is 
natural; contentment has to be learned. Paul 
suffered cold, hunger, physical suffering, 
beatings, imprisonments, and a shortage of 
food (see 2 Cor.6:3-10; 11:23-28). But he had 
learned that God had not called him to go 
from town to town, staying at five-star hotels 
(1 Cor.4:11). Most unCalvinistically, Calvin 
is translated as having said of Paul: ‘he has a 
mind capable of bearing good luck or bad’!

Yet poverty does not get Paul down and 
riches do not carry him away. Life has 
its ‘ups and downs’ (NEB), but Paul has 
learned ‘the secret’ of contentment. Thom-
as Watson laconically notes: ‘Paul did not 
learn it at the feet of Gamaliel.’ Rather, God 
had taught him through His Word and 
through life’s experiences what content-
ment means. Perhaps 2 Cor.12:7-10 taught 
him something of this. What Paul says here 
sounds Stoic, but the context tells us that 
his declaration is a long way from the sen-

timents of Seneca or Marcus Aurelius – or 
even Epictetus.

REST ON CHRIST'S 
SUFFICIENCY
‘I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me’ (4:13). In the NKJV ‘Christ’ 
is read for ‘Him’, but it is missing from key 
manuscripts. Nevertheless, He is mentioned 
in 1 Timothy 1:12, and should be under-
stood as the one to whom Paul is referring. 
Paul is not detached from his circumstances 
in the way a Stoic, a Buddhist or a Hindu is 
supposed to be. Later, as Paul languished in 
prison, he wanted friends, company, warmth 
and his books (2 Tim.4:9-11, 13, 21). 

Philippians 4:13 has been derided as the 
so-called ‘superman text’ – or, to be more 
accurate, it is a certain understanding of 
this text that is so derided. We need to be 
clear that Paul was not saying that, empow-
ered by Christ, nothing was beyond his ca-
pabilities. Many Christian bookstores will 
sell coffee mugs or T-shirts with this text 
inscribed on them – tailor-made to be mis-
interpreted. The Faith Movement cult often 
thinks that Paul is writing about perform-
ing miracles. Brother Yun’s The Heavenly 
Man is not really an illustration of this text. 

First and foremost, Paul is referring to the 
Christian's dependence on Christ in all 
economic circumstances. Many commen-
tators – Calvin, Jean Daille, Don Carson, G. 
Walter Hansen, to cite a few - restrict its in-
terpretation to the circumstances in Paul’s 
purview; while others – Matthew Harmon 
is one such – consider it more broadly. Does 
it have a wider application? Surely it does. 
This verse, for example, meant so much to 
Oliver Cromwell when one of his sons – he 
had nine children altogether - died.
 
Biblical texts can have multiple applications 
(see Josh.1:5 and Heb.13:5). There are other 
‘superman’ texts (e.g. Ps.18:29, 32-33; 28:7; 
Joel 3:10). Properly understood, it remains 
true that apart from Christ, we can do 
nothing (John 15:5) whereas in Christ we 
can do all things (Phil.4:13).

As Sinclair Ferguson says: 'For Paul con-
tentment is not found in creating our own 
security, but by abandoning our security to 
Jesus Christ!' Imprisoned and facing possi-
ble death, Paul was content. The great apos-
tle appreciates people's kindness, but he is 
careful not to pursue their money; he can 
be happy in all circumstances; and in all 
things he is strengthened through Christ.

L A S T  W O R D  W I T H  P E T E R  B A R N E S

"I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, 
but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. 
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 
living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength". (Philippians 4:10-13)

C O N T E N T  I N  A L L  C I R C U M S TA N C E S
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