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CHANGES
I am pleased to introduce some
changes to the Pulse, and look
forward to hearing your feedback.
Firstly, the Pulse is shorter, being 20 pages rather than the 28
to 32 pages of recent editions. The
reason is based on feedback from
readers, and a desire to ensure that our
readers find articles and information of
interest to them, without having to read
through many pages.
Secondly, we are providing more space
for stories and news items from congregations, which hopefully will provide new
ideas for fellowship and outreach. If your
congregation has tried something new
or revitalised something from the past,
please tell us. We are committed to sharing great initiatives across congregations
that encourage others to get to know and
to place their trust in Jesus.
Thirdly, on the next page you will read
two statements about domestic violence,
one being a pastoral statement from our
new Moderator for 2017-18, David Burke.
These arise from a recent ABC 7:30 Report.
The Pulse is an important communication
media for issues affecting the Church and
its members. We believe it is important for
the Church to stand in the public square
and affirm our position on a range of matters affecting the world in which we live.

APPRECIATION
I am always deeply appreciative
and thank our God for those who
selflessly serve Him over many
years, as you will have read in my
previous editorials.
On page six you will find a small article on the Annual Assembly Bowls
Tournament, including the announcement
that long serving secretary, Mr Doug Bennetts
OAM, has retired after 40 years. I have known
Doug for many years from Epping Presbyterian
Church, where he has been attending church for
91 years. Yes, at the age of 96 years Doug is as
sharp as ever and has become the Patron for the
tournament. It was a pleasure to join him and
his fellow bowlers for lunch at their tournament
on the opening day of the Assembly on July 3.
They are keen for new bowlers to join them
in a day that is challenging in accuracy but
relaxed in good spirit and fellowship. Enjoy
retirement Doug!

STOP PRESS!
The Presbyterian Church is opposed to the
proposed redefinition of marriage, for reasons that we outlined in two Pulse editions
in May and July last year.
As a result of recent announcements by the
Federal Government, I refer you to a statement on page six from the Moderator-General, John Wilson, asking you to vote, and
to vote no to change.
In His service,
Jeof

SNAPSHOT of our church today presented
to the General Assembly:
• 12000 members regularly attend about 170 active congregations;
• 4500 students hear about Jesus across eight schools;
• 1000 young people and 300 leaders attend Presbyterian Youth camps
each year;
• 800 residential aged care clients and about 800 home care clients are
served by 750 full-time, part-time and casual employees;
• 400 students study at Christ College, of whom 130 are studying at least
one Timothy Partnership subject; and
• 400 scripture teachers talk about Jesus in public schools.

NEWS

Domestic violence: Our response
BY JOHN MCCLEAN

A story on domestic violence among
Christians on theABC website and on
TV’s 7.30 Report on July 19 triggered an
avalanche of responses.
The report, headlined “Submit to your husbands”: Women told to endure domestic
violence in the name of God, was based on
US research, which subsequent commentary both supported and challenged.

The Presbyterian Church was mentioned in
the first story under the catch-all phrase of
‘evangelical Christians’.
Many side issues emerged on subsequent
days. Some commentators and individuals
accused the ABC of anti-Christian bias.
Others defended the ABC.
In response to increasingly divisive points
of view, the ABC made the following statement on July 21:

The introduction to the ABC story said:
“Research shows that the men most likely to
abuse their wives are evangelical Christians
who attend church sporadically. Church leaders in Australia say they abhor abuse of any
kind. But advocates say the church is not just
failing to sufficiently address domestic violence, it is both enabling and concealing it.”

“Theology professor Steven Tracy is one
of, if not the most authoritative and widely cited voice on this topic in America. We
do not have the figures for Australia, as
pointed out in the piece. We also pointed
out that regular church attendance made
men less likely to be violent. Again, this
has all been included in the reporting.”

Because of the number of Christian denominations, the story was a ‘catch-all’, but the
main focus of the research was that men
who identified as evangelical Christians (but
who did not attend church regularly) were
involved in a high rate of domestic violence.

In 2015, the NSW Presbyterian Church
made a statement about domestic violence
making it clear that God was opposed to
abuse and violence in the family and that He
particularly warned husbands to be considerate to their wives and treat them with respect (Ephesians 5:28–30; 1 Peter 3:7).

A pastoral statement
from the Moderator
on domestic violence

We have a duty to protect, care and give reassurance to victims and potential victims.
Church should be a place where they feel
safe and know that they will be helped.

BY REV DAVID BURKE

DAV I D B U R K E

It is a sad fruit of the
Fall that close domestic
relationships such as
marriage and family can
be marred by domestic
violence and that churches can be implicated or
involved in this.

I commend to the church the statement on
this by the July 2015 Assembly. I further
commend the resources of Jericho Road
and specifically the Conduct Protocol Unit.
I want to address a pastoral word to three
groups of people.
CHURCHES, AND ESPECIALLY
THEIR LEADERS
Church should be a place of zero tolerance for domestic violence, in the name of
the Lord who protects the vulnerable (e.g.
Psalms 68:5; James 1:27).

We have a duty to protect church members
from those whom the Bible describes as
wolves (Acts 20:29) and who would harm
God’s people.
We have a duty to challenge perpetrators
about their behaviour, to call them to confession and repentance and to offer them
help to change their ways.
Let us teach all that the Bible says about domestic relationships according to God’s design. As part of this, let us make it explicit
that Scripture gives no excuse or justification
for any form of domestic violence or abuse.
Let us be here for others.
VICTIMS AND POTENTIAL VICTIMS
We have your back. We want you to feel safe
and to be safe in church. More than that, we
want our churches to be places where you
can seek and find help if you feel threatened or are subject to any form of domestic
abuse or violence.
We apologise if we have failed to do this, or
have unwittingly given any impression that

It affirms that “The model of love in the
Bible is Jesus' suffering for others, the very
opposite of abuse” that “any attempt to use
the Bible’s teaching as a pretext for abuse is
a distortion of its message.”
The same Assembly adopted clear guidelines for dealing with domestic violence as
part of Breaking the Silence. All ministers,
elders and ministry leaders are familiar
with this material from regular training.
A follow up story from the ABC noted the
Presbyterian response.
Anyone in a Presbyterian church facing domestic violence or abuse should seek help from
their minister or elders, from a trusted friend
at church, or from the Conduct Protocol Unit.
The full statement on domestic violence can
be found on the Church website (pcnsw.
org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Domestic-Violence-Statement-July-2015.pdf).
Breaking the Silence information and resources can be found at www.breakingthesilence.org.au or by contacting the CPU on
(02) 9690 9325.
domestic violence or abuse have any justification in Christian teaching.
Please talk confidentially with your pastor, or,
if appropriate, contact Jericho Road directly.
We are here for you.
PERPETRATORS AND POTENTIAL
PERPETRATORS
Hear us clearly: there is zero tolerance for
your abusive behaviour. We flatly reject any
attempt to use the Bible or Christian teaching as an excuse or justification for domestic violence or abuse. Your abuse is never in
our name or that of our God.
We urge you to confession and repentance
of the sin of abuse and pray that you find
gospel grace and the hope of change and
renewal through God’s Holy Spirit. Please
open your Bible and read 1 Corinthians
6:9-11; 1 John 1:5–2:6 to hear God’s call to
repentance and his offer of grace. We offer
you help as you do this, including to link
you with an appropriate church.
Please talk confidentially with your pastor, or,
if appropriate, contact Jericho Road directly.
We are here for you.
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From the PWA Taking God
BY BARBARA CLARK

NSW PWA PR ESI DE N T

Eighty-eight women attended the 2017 Annual PWA Conference,
in the PLC Croydon College Hall prior to the General Assembly.
Our Conference Theme ‘The Lord be Magnified’ from Psalm 40:16
was echoed in the conference devotions, led by Moderator Rev Paul
Harris, who also brought greetings from the Assembly, and in the
singing of the hymns ‘Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus our Blessed Redeemer,’ ‘Come Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love,’ ‘Loved with Everlasting Love,’ ‘Tell Out My Soul,’ ‘I waited for the Lord, My God,’ and
‘Name of all Majesty.’
Guest speaker, wife of the Moderator nominate, Glenda Burke,
shared an insight of their ministry in Singapore, in a very different
climate, and adjustment to different cultures and cuisine.
The conference theme was superbly enhanced in the singing of
‘What if Someone had not Shared’ by Judith Russell and ‘How Great
Thou Art’ by Barbara Jarvis. Our hymns and solos were accompanied by our pianist, Beverley Swift.
Rev Paul Harris congratulated and dedicated the PWA State Council. A
letter from Liz Harris, who was unable to attend Conference, was read.
The reports of the state secretary, treasurer and Presbytery group representatives were received and accepted. Dedication of Council and of
country PWA members was acknowledged with heartfelt gratitude.
A Notice of Motion for the review and appropriate amendments to
our PWA constitution and by-laws was accepted, and will be presented to the 2018 Assembly for approval and adoption.
A great time of fellowship was enjoyed by the conference guests and
council at a delicious lunch served by the Balmain PWA ladies.
Greetings were brought to Conference by Rev David Burke, Moderator Nominate.
The Standing and Special Committees gave two-minute reports in
various formats.
An inspiring concluding Devotion, ‘Looking Backwards and Looking Forwards,’ was given by Elisabeth Secombe, our very capable,
but retired, Christian Education Convener.
Our Tuesday ‘Sharing Day’ continued the Conference Theme with a
Psalm 40 devotion and the singing of the Hymns ‘Come Let Us Sing
of a Wonderful Love,’ ‘This is My Father’s World,’ and ‘Glory be to
God in Heaven.’ Mrs Glenda Summerville shared her team’s ministry to women prisoners. Glenda told of their reaching out to these
women, sharing the Gospel, Prison Chapel Services, encouragement
and support of the women’s families and assisting with literacy programs. She told of their anticipated prison release and that often,
these women re offend, to have accommodation, safety, meals and
clothing provided in prison.
A delicious lunch was enjoyed. The ladies attended the Afternoon
Assembly Devotions and the President spoke to the PWA Report.
Rev David Burke, in thanking the PWA, recalled the dedication to
PWA of his mother, Mrs Beryl Burke.
On Wednesday, thirty ladies shared a time of fellowship and delicious lunch at the Penrith Presbyterian Church Hall prior to a magnificent guided tour of Penrith’s ‘Museum of Fire.’
PWA looks forward to further understanding of our Conference
Theme ‘The Lord be Magnified.’
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Seriously
at Terrigal

When the Taking God Seriously campaign was announced, the
Terrigal church saw the potential it offered in reaching others
for Christ.
It invited one of the recommended evangelists, Jamie Newans, to
visit over a weekend in June and speak at a number of meetings.
This included a men’s dinner on the Saturday evening, the Sunday
morning service and ‘Arvo church’.
Earlier in the year the church had a preaching series at both services on ‘Talking about Jesus’ and also had its Bible study groups
work through the DVD series ‘Just start talking’.
In the lead up to Jamie’s visit, people were encouraged to invite others along who might not yet know the Lord Jesus.
This included the use of advertising leaflets and a letter box drop in
a new housing development.
The men’s dinner was attended by a wide range of men including
teenagers, young dads and older men.
Jamie spoke on ‘Be prepared’, adapting the popular scouting motto
to how Jesus has prepared the way for us to come into his kingdom
(John 14:1-6).
An impromptu Q&A session followed the talk which highlighted
the value of giving men an opportunityto ask their questions.
The dinner was held in the church hall and was catered for with great
food in a relaxed atmosphere.
During the Sunday morning service, Jamie preached on ‘The lost sons’
(Luke 15:11-32).
The sermon generated a considerable amount of discussion afterwards over morning tea and during the week that followed.
The congregation was particularly encouraged and challenged by Jamie’s reflections on the response of the older brother in the parable.
It was exciting to see people re-engage with a parable that was well
known to some and not so familiar to others.
Opportunities for further conversations extended to those who
weren’t at the service but asked about it later. It was a good reminder
of the value of using parables in evangelism as an entry point for the
gospel into people’s lives.
Jamie also spoke at ‘Arvo church’, a more relaxed service on Sunday afternoons. The message was about the ‘Power of forgiveness’ based on
the anointing of Jesus by a woman with a sinful past (Luke 7:36-50).
The talk was very effective in bringing out the shocking reality of
Jesus’ engagement with people and our own need for forgiveness.
It was encouraging to have a few extra teenagers attend the service
that afternoon.
There are other evangelistic events planned later in the year at Terrigal for
women, families and the whole congregation to participate in.
Next year Terrigal hopes to build on this with a mission team assisting us to connect more effectively with our community. ‘Taking God seriously’ has encouraged us to be more intentional in our
evangelistic strategy and keep encouraging each other individually
and as a church to reach others for Christ.

NEWS

The power of love in quilts

Mark 12:31: “The second is this:
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment
greater than these.”
For the past three years the ladies of Tuggeranong Presbyterian Church (TPC) in
Canberra have been making crocheted
blankets, children’s clothes and quilts
for the work of Jericho Road who show
Christ’s compassion in the community.
This mission by TPC occurs throughout
the year, but culminates in the annual Service Day held in May.
This year TPC has provided five crocheted
blankets, 30 articles of children’s clothing
and 12 quilts.
The crochet blankets are multi-coloured,
and will provide warmth and comfort to
all those who receive them.
The children’s clothes will be given to families
in need. The quilts are all different patterns
and sizes and will go to the children at the
Presbyterian Allowah Children’s Hospital.
Jericho Road CEO Elizabeth McClean said
that one of the beautiful things about Allowah was that it felt like home.
“Quilts like these go a long way to making
that happen. And each one shows the love
of the person who made it,’’ she said.
Why do we do this? There are many reasons:
• The joy of obedience. God calls us to serve.
This is, if you will pardon this interpretation of Ecclesiastes 3:7, ‘a time to sew’;
• The joy of giving. God calls us to give
(Luke 6:38) and loves a cheerful giver (2
Corinthians 9:7). When we are obedient
to Him we show His love to others;

• The joy of fellowship. Our ladies have
had lots of quilting bees working together on many of these quilts. Numerous
cups of tea were consumed in the making of these quilts. And yes, if you visit
TPC you may find some people crocheting as they listen to the sermons!;
• The joy of encouragement. Some of our
ladies are fairly new to quilting, sewing
and crochet. One of the many blessings
of this project is that we give and receive
encouragement as we choose fabrics,
wool and patterns;
• The joy of sewing and crochet. Playing
with colours and patterns reminds us of
God's handiwork in Creation and in our
lives. God is the Creator of beauty. Making something beautiful and functional
out of scraps of fabric and wool is fun as
well as satisfying; and
• The joy of surprise. You never know how
beautiful a quilt and crochet will look
until it is finished. Many of us have been
surprised that we have made something
with our own hands that looks so good!

How can you help?
If anyone would like to assist in this ministry, please let Jericho Road know. People
may like to make their own quilts, crocheted blankets or children’s clothes, or
may like to provide us with spare fabric or
wool from their own stash so we can make
as much as possible. Contact Jenny Allan
at sparklej3@gmail.com or Kerry Fitzgerald at fitzgerald.kerry.p@gmail.com if you
would like to help.
As well, if other churches are interested in
running their own Service Day and want
any advice, please let Jenny or Kerry know.
The ladies of Tuggeranong Presbyterian
Church pray that these gifts will be a blessing to the children and their families and
remind them of God's love.

Danielle
to address
craft camp
Each year the Be Creative
committee hosts a craft camp
at Stanwell Tops which is open
to all.
These camps have been going
now for a number of years and
offer a wide range of workshops
with qualified tutors covering
arts and crafts from jewellery
and toys to quilts, scarves and
memo boards.
This year’s camp, will be held at
Stanwell Tops from 6pm Friday
November 10 to 3pm Sunday
November 12. The Bible talks
will be by Danielle McGregor.
Cost of the camp is $175 and
you need to get your name in by
October 25.
For more information, contact:
Jean Ferrington - 8602 0875
Pat Christian – 0439 064 875
Barbara Chaney – 0409 049 877
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Little things in the hands of a big God
BY JULIE SOMERVILLE

In comparison to many other congregations,Tamworth Community Presbyterian Church is a little
church with not a whole lot of resources.
TCPC meets in a primary school hall and on two occasions this year
the school held their first working bees.
In an attempt to make connections with its community, it was decided
that the church would participate and about 10 members of the congregation provided a sausage sizzle and some extra hands on the day.
Another group of about 12 went along again last month to do gardening and provide coffee and freshly made donuts to the parents and
staff. It was a positive time of getting alongside while we did weeding/
pruning, cleaning up and fixing a few things in the playground.
One family that came that day was a Bangladeshi husband and wife
with their two children. They had been in Tamworth for only two
months and one of their children had just started attending the school.
The conversations were not deep and meaningful and there was no
mention of Jesus.

walking distance from their home and her husband got me to write
the details into his phone so they could follow-up.
Unbeknown to us on that day was the fact that another member of
our congregation had also talked with this family at the working bee
and found out that they had very little in the way of furniture and
other things for their home. In the weeks since, she has rallied people from our church to get them some of those essentials and other
things like children’s books.
She has also been meeting regularly with the wife during the school
holidays and helping her to manage her adjustment to life in our rural city where she knows very few people and has no transport. The
husband has started his new job and I’m told is very grateful, despite
it not being in his chosen profession.

63rd Annual Assembly
Bowls Tournament

Fast forward to a week later – the following Saturday – and my husband and I arranged to meet another family from our church at a
popular kids' play area to catch up.
We decided to sit at a table in the sun and as I walked away to grab a
coffee I caught a quick glimpse of a familiar face.
At first I didn’t make the connection but the lady did. It was the wife
of the Bangladeshi couple we had met at the working bee and she
seemed very excited.
Even with her limited English, I could tell that! She mentioned that she
was here with another Bangladeshi family who were sitting “over there”,
coincidentally(?) at the table right next to the one we had just found.
She grabbed her husband and we started the introductions. The husband of the other couple just ‘happened’ to be working at the flight
school that our friend had previously worked at and they realized they
had met before. We shared food and conversation about little things.
We talked about their culture and the fact that they were Muslims
and we apologized about some of the people in their neighbourhood
who have been quite rude and unfriendly at times.
I can’t tell you that we actively ‘shared Jesus’ but when the subject of
adjustment and loneliness came up, I gave the wife details about a
great playgroup at one of the local Anglican churches which is within

CRAIG WATFORD (SECRETARY), JACK DAVIS (PRESIDENT), DOUG BENNETTS
OAM, KEL DUNN (ASST SECRETARY), STEPHEN SMITH (VICE PRESIDENT)

The Annual Assembly Bowls Tournament brings together sport and
Christian fellowship. This year, a number of new members were welcomed and the committee looks forward to new members joining future
tournaments on the opening day of the Assembly. The committee also
welcomed the General Manager, Jeof Falls, to lunch.
Heartiest and warm thanks of appreciation were extended to Doug Bennetts OAM, who retired as Secretary after actively and faithfully conducting the Annual Bowls Tournament for over 40 years. Thank you Doug.
We thank God for your drive, wit and humour.
For more information, please contact the new Secretary, Craig Watford,
on 9869 2304

Vote ‘no’ in marriage vote: Mod-Gen
The Australian Government plans to conduct a postal vote seeking the opinion of Australians on marriage. Ballot papers will begin
arriving at our homes on September 12.

“NO” to change. We ask every attendee at
church to both register and vote, and then
seek to persuade as many as possible of their
family and friends to do likewise.

The Presbyterian Church of Australia opposes the introduction of legislation for so
called ‘same-sex marriage’. We affirm that
the true definition of marriage is found in
God’s Word: the life-long union of one man
with one woman, voluntarily entered into,
excluding all others.

There’s no doubt that the postal vote can
be won in favour of the current definition.
There is a large number of Australians,
many of whom have not had their say, who
affirm the common view of marriage as
God-given and God-blessed.

I urge every Presbyterian Christian to engage in the process and vote, and to vote

6 THE PULSE

Your participation will make a difference, but
we need you to be earnest, active and in prayer
about it. There are many powerful voices clam-

ouring to tear down what God declares to be
holy. The church must not be silent on this.
While we speak up and have our say, we do
so with a gracious engagement and with respect for those with whom we disagree.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA ASKS YOU TO VOTE, AND TO
VOTE NO TO CHANGE.
JOHN P WILSON
MODE R AT OR- GE N E R A L
PR ESBY TER I AN CHURCH OF AUSTR ALI A

ASSEMBLY

The unfinished business of Jesus
BY DAVID BURKE · MODE R AT OR

We speak of the “finished work of
the Cross”. Nothing can, or needs
to be added, for our justification.
However, there is still unfinished work for Jesus.
The work of Jesus is part of the eternal vision of the Trinity that takes in Creation and
Fall and which includes his commitment to
recreate all things. This restoration plan was
initiated by the Father, executed through the
Son and is facilitated by the Spirit.
The Son’s work has past, present and future aspects. His past work is caught up
in the objective, supernatural and historic
facts that the Bible records and which our
Declaratory Statement focuses on, namely his incarnation, obedient life, atoning
death, resurrection and ascension.
His future work is bound up with that day
when he returns; raises the dead; judges
humanity and delivers the kingdom to God
the father (1 Cor 15:24-28). How we long
for that day!
However, the work of Jesus is not just past
and future.
Let’s now look at the present work of the Son.
Luke writes of recording all that Jesus began
to do and say(Acts 1:1). That hints that Jesus had more to do and teach. But then Luke
records the ascension. How can an absent
Jesus continue and finish his earthly work?
The answer lies with the Holy Spirit and the
church.
Jesus promised to be with his disciples to
the end of the age (Matt 28:20) and to send
the Holy Spirit to be with his people and
to empower the church for witness (eg Jn
14:26; 15:26; 16:13-15; Acts 1:8).
Acts records the manifestation of the Spirit at Pentecost and his work through the
church. This is the Son continuing his unfinished business as he causes the gospel to
be widely proclaimed (Eph 3:10).

This work of Jesus through the Spirit creates
our unfinished business.
We are to:
• be salt and light;
• show the gospel in lives of love, integrity,
generosity and authenticity;
• tell of the gospel in words that are faithful
to God, and clear to the world around us;
• make disciples by telling people about Jesus, sharing in the public declaration of
that through baptism and teaching them
to obey all Jesus’ words;
• help people come to life in Christ and grow
from infancy to Christ-like maturity; and
• be his witnesses and light bearers to all
peoples.
This remains unfinished business until the
gospel is preached to the ends of the earth
and then he comes (Matt 24:14; Mark 13:10).
We in the PCNSW also have unfinished
business.
The 40th anniversary of the 1977 church
union is an opportune moment look back,
look around and to look forward.
What has happened since 1977?
• We have survived. However, we are not
here to survive but instead to thrive for
the kingdom of God;
• We have recovered and safeguarded the
gospel;
• We are more coherent than in the years
around 1977; and
• We have rebuilt the denominational agencies that were lost in 1977.
Let us look back and be thankful for God’s
kindness in this and more.
Let us also hear the challenge of our unfinished business.
Here are some internal challenges:
• To safeguard the faith that was once given to the saints;
• To align our ministry structures with the
gospel, our doctrinal standards and our
missional vocation;
• To maximise the positive place of women

in the church. How can we better translate the increased training of women into
ministry and better hear women’s voices
in decision making?
• To harness scarce resources of time, talent and treasure to gospel ends at denominational and local levels; and
• To bring our non-English speaking background congregations more fully into
our networks. How can we make welcoming and flexible space for different
cultures within our churches?
There are also a range of external challenges:
• To have a compassionate engagement with
the world. How can we better show the love
of Christ in a world where the shadows of
our rebellion against God are growing?
• To have a constructive and connected
witness to modern Australia. How can we
speak to sceptical Australia in a way that is
faithful to God and which is heard?
• To engage warmly with Christians of
other traditions who share our love for
Jesus, including those in the newer fellowships, partnership and movements.
• To have wide horizons. How can we support our members as they go to their
daily lives? Where is our concern for the
world next door, including our regional
neighbours in Asia–Pacific?
• To live as God’s exiles and strangers. How
will we live in our Egypt and our Babylon
as hostility to the gospel rises? and
• To keep speaking about Jesus in a way
that is faithful to God and winsomely
connected to a world that ignores and
laughs at him and us.
2017 is also the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, with its slogan: reformed
and always reforming. Since 1977 we have
a pass grade at recovering and living our
reformed identity, but face the challenge
of always reforming. We have unfinished
business until Jesus comes.
The work of Jesus is unfinished. That means that
our work is unfinished. Let us be busy about our
business, because his business is our business.
To read the full address by the Moderator
to the 2017 General Assembly, please visit
http://pcnsw.org.au/index.php/moderators-address-to-the-2017-assembly/
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Outgoing Moderator’s

FI NAL ADDR ESS
The Pulse thanks Rev Paul
Harris for his contributions
during his past 12 months as
Moderator of the PCNSW.
Here is his final address to the
General Assembly 2017.
I wish to thank the Assembly for the privilege of serving as Moderator in 2016-2017.
There has been much to enjoy and give
thanks to God for as I have visited our
churches and institutions and represented
our denomination at meetings and events.
I was able to visit presbytery meetings of
both the Hawkesbury and Wagga Wagga
Presbyteries.
As well as preaching at several congregations in each presbytery I was able to catch
up with a number of ministers individually
and in one case join a ministry team for a
half day meeting.
It was a great opportunity to see and hear
both the joys and challenges of a range of
different church contexts.
It was a good reminder of the complexities
that our presbyteries face in supporting
healthy Presbyterian churches.
In the space of an hour it is possible to hear
from one congregation a request for prayer
as they get ready to plant a fourth congregation, hear the plans for church revitalization in another area and then hear of the
need for a special visitation because a congregation's difficulties are so bad that closure is a real option to be considered.
Our presbyteries we know struggle at times
with relationships. We know because of reports
to this assembly that our presbyteries struggle
with getting through all of their administrative
responsibilities, visitation reports etc.
We need as a denomination more clearer
thinking on the roles and responsibilities of
presbyteries. At the Refocus conference we
heard that leadership is both our greatest
strength and our greatest weakness.
I believe that the same is true of our presbyteries. Presbyteries have so much potential if
we can work out clear shared expectations.
We need to change our culture so that our
presbytery meetings build up and encourage churches, ministers and elders.
That they become engine rooms for facilitat8 THE PULSE

ing church revitalization and church planting. We need to get beyond survival and
maintenance mode and look collectively at
how we take the good news of Jesus beyond
the four walls of our current congregations.
Our congregations generally speaking are
privileged to hear clear bible teaching Sunday by Sunday.
A lot of the things that we struggled to achieve
and rebuild post union in 1977 have been
done are we are well advanced on working
through. Our Moderator, David Burke, raised
issues of unfinished business in his address.
One of the issues of unfinished business
that has been raised with me regularly
during my visits as Moderator is the place
of women’s ministry in our denomination
and in our congregations. Our current conversations in this area are mostly negative.
Many women in our churches only hear
what they can’t do rather than what ministries we can all be working on together in
our different roles.
We need to be creating positive space to
have conversations with and about women
in ministry. I believe as a denomination we
want to take seriously what the bible has to
say about headship and the biblical qualifications for office. However, there is a whole lot
more that we need to be saying and doing in
this area than simply who can preach or lead
a mixed congregation on a Sunday morning.
It has been a privilege to be able to speak
to students and staff in several of our Assembly schools. In December 2016 I was able
to attend speech days for all four of our Assembly schools. As an Assembly we need to
continue to encourage the development of
Christian ministry in our church schools.
Our chaplains and christian studies teachers should be congratulated for the growth
in gospel ministry within our schools.
Our principals need to be supported as they
continue to develop the Christian Worldview both in the classroom and across the
school community as a whole.
It was greatly encouraging to share in ministry with Phil and Lenette Paul as they minister at the Presbyterian Aged Care facilities in
Ashfield, Drummoyne and Paddington.
PAC are now running Community based
aged care packages out of Pittwood House.
Congregations across the state should be
encouraged to consider how they might be
able to partner with PAC in providing community based aged care in their local area.

During the course of the year I have represented the denomination at a number of
events including services for Remembrance
Day and ANZAC Day.
I was able to meet with both the Premier and
the minister of education and talk with them
regarding issues of concern including SRE
in NSW Public Schools and the use of ‘Safe
Schools Coalition’ materials in NSW Schools.
Following the Assembly in 2016 there were
a number of interchurch meetings that I attended along with members of the GS&C
Committee and other church leaders to plan
a coordinated response by churches to any
proposed plebiscite on same-sex marriage.
A lot of good ground work has been done
and there has been wide cooperation in this
area of common concern.
I have also been involved in meetings with
several evangelical denominations (Anglican Diocese of Sydney, Baptist Association
of NSW and Fellowship of Independent
Evangelical Churches) working to develop
a common approach in dealing with the
NSW Department of Education with regards to churches using school facilities for
worship on Sundays.
The Presbyterian Church in NSW currently has 27 congregations meeting in public
schools. We need clear and effective communication and policies for principals,
churches and the Department of Education
so that this important access continues.
I wish to thank my wife, Liz, and children,
Calvin, Lucy and Rachel for putting up with
my frequent absences and supporting me
throughout this year.
I’m grateful for our congregation in Taree
allowing me the freedom to carry out my
responsibilities and thankful to God for our
Assistant Pastor, Paul Smith, the elders and
other ministry leaders in Taree who have continued and grown the ministries of our congregation while I have been busy elsewhere.
I wish to acknowledge several of the key
leaders of our denomination: Kevin Murray
the immediate past Moderator; Jeof Falls
the General Manager of Church Offices and
John Irvin the Clerk of Assembly; each of
these gentlemen has helped with clear and
frank advice when required.
Lastly I wish to thank Ian and Jenni Smith
who have provided me with regular hospitality throughout the year and provided a
home away from home when I’ve needed to
be in Sydney.
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BOOK REVIEW

Murray Smith, also at the launch, describes it as a wide-ranging survey
of the challenges, weaknesses, failures, and setbacks experienced by the
PCA over the last 40 years, and also of opportunities for the future. The
book is not triumphalist, but a chronicle of faithfulness in the midst of
weakness, written with thankfulness to God for what he has done for, in
and through his church. This is its great strength.

BURNING
OR BUSHED

It begins with an historian’s analysis of the years leading up to Church
Union. We learn not only what happened – including a helpful explanation of the questions asked in the voting process – but how the Australian churches reached that point. What was at stake in the events
leading up to Union? We are left in no doubt it was the acceptance, or
otherwise, of the Bible as the written Word of God.

B Y PAUL COO PER A N D DAVID B UR K E
P UB LISH ED BY : EIDER B OOK S
R R P : $35
BY S H E RYL SA R KO E Z Y
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his year, as we approach the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, we’ve seen the publication
of dozens of books about the significance of this event and its
ongoing impact in shaping the Christian church. There is much
to learn, and to celebrate, as we read these books, or perhaps
even join a tour to the places where key events played out.

For the Presbyterian Church in Australia, 2017 also marks another anniversary – that of the events of Church Union in 1977. The number
40 has special significance in the Bible. It counts off generations, and
marks periods of testing and trials and temptations that come to an
end with an act of God’s faithfulness – think of Noah, Moses, the Israelites in the desert, and Jesus. This year, the 40th since Church Union,
seems a good time to reflect on the past, to remember God’s faithfulness, and to look to the future. And, perhaps, to publish a book.
Burning or Bushed? was launched at Assembly in July this year, withprecisely that in mind. Drawing on the imagery of the crest of the
PCA – the burning bush and Latin motto nec tamen consumebatur
(It burns yet it is not consumed) – Paul Cooper and David Burke
have collected a set of essays that tell the story of our denomination
over the last 40 years. They ask this question about the PCA: “Is it
bushed and directionless, worn out and waiting to pass away? Or is it
still on fire for the Lord and his work?”
In the words of Bob Thomas, speaking at the book’s launch:“The
book tells the story, but it doesn’t insult the reader’s intelligence by
giving the answer. You must read it and draw your own conclusion.”

The General
Assembly

For a NSW reader, the histories of our sister churches in the other States
offer important insights into the impact of Union on their ongoing ministry. Despite being challenged by the decisions of the Property Commission, by reduced numbers of ministers and home missionaries, by
geographical distance and by rapid changes in Australian culture, these
churches still stand as a testimony to God’s faithfulness to his people. And
they look to the future with continued optimism, and a commitment to
share the gospel of Jesus with those who don’t yet know Him. This serves
as both an encouragement and an exhortation to continue in the same
way. Praise God!
In the NSW story, we may recognise many people and places, but still
learn something new about why our church is the way it is. The thread
that connects these chapters – about education, women’s ministry, youth
work, social services, world mission, and more – is an early and strong
commitment, within the continuing church, to the Bible as the Word
of God. Read these chapters for information, and for encouragement.
In his chapter on the demographics of our church, Bruce Meller reminds us that challenges abound for the PCA in 2017, but God’s purpose for his church has not yet been exhausted. God is faithful and
kind. Burning or Bushed? is an engaging book, both for readers who
remember the events of Union, and for those who have come to the
PCA more recently. It will help our church understand from where
we have come, and, by God’s grace, where we are headed.
Burning or Bushed? can be purchased from Eider Books for $35 plus
$5 postage, and all proceeds go to the Ministry and Mission church
planting fund. https://eiderbooks.wordpress.com

ognising the rich diversity of God’s people
through a governance structure that ensures that all members have an equal voice
in decision making.

BY JEOFFREY FALLS
GE N E R A L M A N AGE R

Like every congregation, the Assembly’s committees are called to “bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15:8.

The 152nd Annual General Assembly was
held at PLC Croydon in July.

This fruit includes:

The Presbyterian Church is a community
focused and committee structured church.
It is not hierarchical in any way. Ministers
and elders from about 170 active congregations come together once a year in the first
week of July to receive feedback from those
serving on committees, and to make decisions that seek to further the work of the
gospel in the coming 12 months.
In other words, while we all attend and
serve in a local church, all congregations are
connected through the work of the General
Assembly. And the work of the Assembly
throughout the year is undertaken by ministers and church elders and members who
serve the Assembly’s various committees.
While decision making by committee can
be very slow and often very frustrating, it
is also highly effective in gathering and rec-

• planting new churches, revitalising older
churches, and supporting ministers and
ministry teams in taking the gospel to
local neighbourhoods (Ministry and Mission Committee);
• presenting the truth of God’s word to
our nation (Gospel, Society and Culture
Committee);
• seeking justice and showing mercy to
those in need and to the most vulnerable
in our communities (Social Service Committee);
• showing care to the most elderly in our
communities (Presbyterian Aged Care
Committee);
• supporting inland, indigenous and overseas
missionaries and ministries (Australian
Presbyterian World Mission Committee);
• educating young people with a Christian

world view (through our eight schools);
• developing youth and young adults
(Presbyterian Youth Committee);
• supporting the teaching of scripture in
schools (Christian SRE - Presbyterian
Youth Committee); and
• educating future ministers, ministry workers and those wanting to learn more about
the Word (Presbyterian Theological Centre Committee - Christ College, METRO
Committee and The Timothy Partnership
- Presbyterian Youth Committee).
Several of these committees rely heavily
on the financial support of congregations,
which is provided to them through the
General Assembly allocating funds raised
through the Mission Development Program
(MDP). This is a compulsory assessment on
every congregation, which is determined as
a percentage of giving, and included in your
congregation’s annual budget. These funds
are the life blood of several of the General
Assembly’s committees and are very much
appreciated and valued by the members
who serve on those committees.
Please contact me if you would like to learn
more about the General Assembly or its
Committees.
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Gospel, Society and Culture Committee
— connecting and informing at Assembly

As commissioners came and went at the Assembly in July, most collected a ‘showbag’ and an apple from the
Gospel, Society and Culture Committee (GS&C).
The Committee aims to help the Presbyterian Church connect well
with our culture, and the showbag full of resources was to help highlight the work of the Committee. These included a copy of the Marriage God’s Way bible studies, the new Snapshot summaries on issues
(“Refugees” and “Living in a Tech-driven world”) and information
about the Christianity Everyday seminars offered by the Committee.
It was a chance to chat to commissioners about the work and priorities of the Committee.
On the Tuesday night of Assembly, GS&C hosted a dinner. The
speaker was Michael Kellahan, the Executive Director of Freedom
for Faith, who spoke about the challenges to freedom of religion in
Australia and the work of Freedom for Faith to protect that freedom.
Before dinner, Dr Jo Barlow, a committee member, spoke about some
of the threats to freedom of conscience for medical practitioners; and
Rob Falls, a student at Christ College, told the story of the attempt to
have the Sydney University Evangelical Union deregistered because
it insisted on faith-based membership. About 50 people enjoyed an
informative evening.
On the floor of Assembly, the Committee presented its report. The
discussion paper on Climate Change generated significant discussion. The Assembly commended it to sessions and ministers and
asked GS&C to make the report widely available. It also set the Committee the task of considering ways in which the Church can promote creation care in the context of the likely human contribution
to climate change.

The committee also presented a report on Indigenous Reconciliation
in Australia.
The report looks at the history of settlement and considers that
Christians think about their connection to the wrongs of that time
and how they can respond. Flowing from the report, the Assembly encouraged congregations to pray regularly for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, to seek active fellowship with local
Aboriginal Christians and to support the work of Australian Indigenous Ministries.
It also encouraged ministers and sessions to request a copy of the
paper “Am I My Brother’s Keeper? Confession and Reconciliation
Towards Indigenous Australian Peoples” from Rev. Michael Boyd as
a model of a document they could prepare to educate their congregations on local reconciliation issues.
It also resolved to ask the General Assembly of Australia Church and
Nation Committee to provide advice to churches about any referendum to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in
the Australian Constitution.
Finally, the Assembly commended the GS&C website - gsandc.org.au
- as a resource for churches and encouraged ministers and sessions
to consider asking Gospel, Society and Culture to hold a Christianity
Everyday Seminar for their congregation, or for the congregations in
a presbytery or region.

Denominational Renewal Committee re-appointed
BY SHERYL SARKOEZY

The General Assembly has reappointed its Special Committee for
Denominational Renewal, and has asked it to continue to develop
the work outlined in the report delivered in July this year.

ical Vision that is the foundation of our work so far. Our aim is to gather
feedback and comments that will help the Committee refine the Vision
into something that will eventually be presented to Assembly.

This is great news for our church!

The draft Theological Vision, and a supporting “Case for Change”
document, were included with the Committee’s report in this year’s
Assembly papers. They can also be downloaded from the Refocus
2017 conference website: http://christcollege.edu.au/refocus/. The
Committee encourages you to read these documents, and to talk to
your pastors and elders about how they might help you shape ministry in your particular context.

Assembly commissioners raised a number of questions about the
content of the Committee’s report, and also made suggestions for
additional work that could be done to bring about positive change
in our denomination.
The Committee is keen to investigate these ideas, and will report to
Assembly again next year.
In the meantime, Assembly has also asked the Committee to begin to
engage directly with Presbyteries. Our plan is to visit as many Presbyteries as possible, to meet them in person, and to present the draft Theolog-
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There are many challenges ahead for our church, and many opportunities for spiritual and numerical growth. The Committee hopes to serve
Christ well by helping you to meet those challenges, and make the most
of those opportunities. We look forward to meeting with you soon.

MISSIONS

APWM’S NEW PARTNERSHIP
WITH SAMBURU PEOPLE
YOU CAN HELP!

A

PWM NSW is partnering with Mick
Alley as he works among the Samburu people of Northern Kenya.

Mick is an associate missionary
with the Presbyterian Church. His
home church is Grace Presbyterian Church, Warabrook, Newcastle. He has
been working with the Sambaru people
since 2007.
“I had a friend in a Bible study group who
wanted to be a missionary in Africa and
was interested in a short-term trip,’’ he says.
“We decided to go together – that’s how Africa! A mission agency placed us with the
Samburu. We taught at Nyero Secondary
School. I saw the Lord working. The newly discovered work was so important to me
that I didn’t want to leave and kept requesting extensions.”

Mick returned to Australia after two years
making frequent visits back to the Samburu. He studied at Sydney Missionary and
Bible College and returned to Kenya in
2014 to live among the Samburu. He says,
“there are too many reasons for not leaving
Australia, but love for the lost and impoverished of Northern Kenya compel me to go.”
Mick says of the Samburu: “The Rift Valley provides an oasis for the Samburu
tribe from the harsh, desert surrounds.
Here they continue to live out their tribal
customs passed down by their ancestors.
They are animistic in belief and polygamous in marriage.
“Drinking blood straight from the animal is
savored, but some prefer it with goat’s milk.
Circumcision is essential for all boys to
reach adulthood and likewise the girls for
eligibility of marriage.

ing to their dead ancestors
for their basic needs in life,
chanting songs of worship to rivers and rocks.
These people are so lost
in spiritual darkness and
it’s tragic. The villagers
consult the witchdoctor to
know the future on countless fixations, tribal war,
droughts, and goats. The
witchdoctor strips bare
the very people that look
to him for guidance, that
look to him for salvation.
“They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity.” 2 Peter 2:19
Mick’s main ministry takes place at the Ministry Training Centre where this year, two
hectares of land have finally been acquired.
“There is a fulltime Bible and Ministry
Training School with two Samburu teachers and myself. There are six students this
year. There are Bible studies and regular
seminars for up to 100 people.
“Over 100 young men participate in one
to one bible reading aided by a team of 10
guys that I have trained and two full time
staff. There are four orphaned teenage
guys living in a tent on the property with
one of our Samburu staff. I provide their
every need including education. This is
the Centre where all planning takes place
for the outreach to remote villages and
scripture classes in schools with a pool of
trained ministry workers. This is a drop-in
centre for young and old.”
This is the testimony of one young man
Mick has sponsored, discipled and trained.

“The livelihood of the Samburu comes
mainly from cattle and goats. Predominantly nomadic in lifestyle, the Samburu build
temporary manyattas – mud-walled, grassthatched huts and fence their stock yards
with thorn.”

“Dear Mick, You have shown us the right
path of life, growing a strong relationship
with Jesus. When I review all that you
taught us and I reflect on the love that Jesus
offered us on the cross, I know I am really
SAVED. Thank you. Leriano”

Tensions exist between neigbouring tribes
especially the Turkanan. Hatred and revenge spark raids on villages with loss of
life and stock.

Currently all this takes place outside as
there is no inside. Mick says rain and dust
storms can put a halt to the day’s program.
During seminars, this place is pumping and
it is tough not having facilities to protect
from rain or to keep gear secure”.

Traditionally, the Samburu people believed
in one supreme god, Ngai.
Samburu children sit around their fires at
night listening to stories of Ngai, a god of
limited power. They hear their parents pray-

APWM (NSW) would like to be able to assist Mick with additional and more permanent buildings. These would include a solid
fence to keep out elephants and thieves!

A permanent kitchen with
a large, secure store, a toilet block with showers, an
office and store building,
classrooms and a meeting
hall doubling as a mess
with more secure accommodation for the orphans.
There is the need for solar
power, water storage and
a security guard house!
That’s stage one!
Mick needs your help.
You or your church could
take up some aspect of the
building program. Quotes
are available.
Mick needs monthly support for the running costs of this large and growing ministry. Mick meets the needs of many, including sponsoring young men in the Bible
School and high schools. Some of these
now assist Mick in his ministry. He provides for the poor and takes the seriously ill
to hospitals. It is difficult for Mick to turn
people away for lack of resources.

“Whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine you
did it for me.” Matthew 25:40
HOW TO HELP
By Direct Deposit to: Presbyterian Church
Funds Account No.1
BSB: 032000 Account Number: 003988
Donations are not tax deductible.
Please mention Samburu Ministry and your
own name as reference.
Cheques made payable to Presbyterian
Church Funds Account No.1. Post to PO
Box 2196 Strawberry Hills NSW 2012.
Please attach a note to indicate that it is for
the APWM-Samburu Ministry.
For individuals, congregations and presbyteries – flyers are available.
For further information contact Phil Rawlings APWM (NSW) Committee member by
email pr00007@bigpond.com
What is Mick’s hope for this ministry?
“A self-sustaining, vibrant Christian community. That is my vision.” And you – those
in our NSW Churches - can help see this vision become a reality.
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JERICHO ROAD

Special Feature: Jericho Road

Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.

Thinking of Fostering? Meet Jane
SCOTT’S STORY…
My wife Leeanne and I had talked about fostering a child for a number of years. We had both worked with kids as youth leaders and
through Camp Quality and then eventually paid work. It seems like
the only reason we became adults was to work with children.
When Leeanne and I spoke about fostering the image of the child I
saw was nothing like Jane. Much more robust and idealistic. The idea
of fostering a child with “special needs” wasn’t considered, and for no
real reason. It was just that we hadn’t considered that option.
Jane was referred to Allowah needing a lot of care. I read through her
file with tears streaming down my cheeks. Having been an emergency nurse for a number of years as I read through the report I could
see what this little girl had been through and I knew Allowah could
help. It wasn’t without a tear or two that I shared Jane’s story with the
team at Allowah and together we made plans to take care of her. We
met with the team at Westmead Children’s Hospital who arranged a
smooth transition to Allowah. Jane was transferred very quickly to
Allowah.
I remember the day Jane came to stay at Allowah, she was two years
old. If at this stage of the story you’re thinking beautiful peaceful
and angelic thoughts, forget those right now. Because of the trauma
that she had been through Jane had cerebral agitation and feeding
problems which cause her to scream 23 hours a day. Her head was
shaved, she was fed through a tube into her stomach and she had
blood pressure problems. Jane’s needs were so great that she needed
a team to care for her, she needed Allowah.
Eventually with a lot of TLC we saw Jane smile for the first time. Rowena, our recreation co-ordinator captured that moment on camera.
I still have that picture. I keep it so I can see just how much her smile
has grown and it has grown a lot.
I would drop in and visit Jane, as I do with all the children, when I
do my morning rounds of the hospital. I recall one morning peering
over her cot rail. Jane would stop whatever she was doing and talk
to me with her eyes. This one morning though for some reason as I
leaned over her cot rail I said “Hey, I can see you!” Jane grinned and
clearly said “Dad”. When I went home that night I talked to Leeanne about my day and told about this moment. I could really see the
cheeky little girl inside and felt that the medical reports might just be
wrong. Jane was there and trying to let us all know with her clicking
sounds and raspberries.
Leeanne and I began taking Jane on day trips. We would go for picnics or to the beach, one time we even took Jane to a Jericho Road
Christmas party in the Blue Mountains. Eventually dropping Jane
back to Allowah was becoming very difficult. We took Jane to the
beach for Christmas day. We had lunch and a swim, we laughed and
created some magical memories. That afternoon when we dropped
Jane back to Allowah she was especially upset. My other children
stayed in the car while Leeanne and I took her into her room because
they couldn’t bear to hear her cry.
Jane had managed to adopt my whole family. None of this was in our
plans at all, but fortunately we serve a God who has a plan and knows
what we need even if we can’t see it at the time.
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JERICHO ROAD

Special Feature: Jericho Road

LEEANNE’S STORY…
As a nurse working in the Westmead Children’s Hospital I have always been interested in the thought of opening our home up for another child who needed someone to support them.
Even before my nursing began Scott would often come home from
work at the Children’s Hospital at Westmead and say to me, I nearly brought a little bub home today or I nearly brought another one
home… the need is so great.
Scott would come home from Allowah and tell me, there is this little
girl at work and she is so “there”. He would tell me stories about a little
girl who would raspberry and click to get attention. Eventually he introduced me to this special little girl who was already calling him Dad.
I was volunteering as a music therapist when I first met our little girl
who inspires me every day. One day Scott came home and asked if
I would be interested in fostering. I was honestly quite frightened at
the differences it would mean to our life, in particular my perceived
journey in mission work overseas. I was certain that my nursing was
coming to an end at the Heart Centre for children but I could never
have imagined what was in store for us.

How to look
into fostering
a child like
Jane
If you are interested in pursuing fostering contact Life
Without Barriers or have a chat with Allowah – give Scott
a call on Ph: 8877 3400

I felt that I heard God whisper “Trust me.”
It was after this we agreed to start the journey of the training and the
assessment process. We also needed to find a new rental home that
would accommodate a wheelchair. This was a challenge in itself. However it all came together, and since then we have had another move
into another home suitable for a wheelchair. The agency and staff at
Allowah were fantastic in assisting us in the preparation of our home
and equipment for our foster child. We started to take our little angel
out on day trips and it became increasingly harder to return her to the
hospital of a night. I can remember jumping with joy and the tears of
happiness when we were told that we could bring her home.
I would truly recommend fostering a child to anyone interested in
giving a great gift to a child who may not be able to repay in this
lifetime, someone who possibly will return a hundred fold in smiles.
I’m not saying it is all smooth sailing. It’s not, but I am saying it is the
most amazing experience our family has had and I am grateful that
I have been entrusted with the opportunity to be Mum again to an
incredible little fighter, who continues to amaze us and her extended
support team.
It is a privilege to speak for those who can’t speak for themselves. To
minister to the “one”, who in turn ministers to the many.
We have now started the journey of providing respite to other carers
like ourselves who are fostering a child with special needs. The demand is so great, firstly to find a family who is willing to provide a
home for a child with special needs and then to provide respite for
the family to keep them well and happy.
If you are interested in pursuing fostering contact Life Without Barriers or have a chat with Allowah.

MICHAEL DEAL

Welcome to Jericho
Road Michael Deal
Michael comes to chaplaincy after 17 years as a pastor in
rural NSW. Michael loves ministering to people and sharing the message of hope that the Lord Jesus offers through
the message of the gospel. Wherever people are in need
there is a great need that a Christian is there and able to
offer comfort and hope in times of trial. Our God is the
God who gives hope to the hopeless and comfort to those
in distress. Michael is looking forward to bringing Christian compassion into the hospitals God has called him to
minister to.

I am so glad I chose to “Trust God”.
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CHRIST COLLEGE

Special Feature: Christ College

Fit for purpose
BY IAN SMITH

Higher education is a large investment in time, labour and finances. It is costly for students; it is costly for
those who provide the education. This investment deserves a course that is fit for purpose.

What does it mean for a course to be fit for purpose? In a world of rapidly changing religious, social and educational forces, we need to ensure, as well as is humanly possible, the “finished product” of our educational process.
What will a graduate from our course look like?
Christ College has looked long and hard at the graduate attributes of someone
who has trained with us for pastoral leadership. It’s not easy. Pastoral leadership
is not just about knowledge and skills, it’s also about character and godliness.
We are not only interested in professional strength, but in emotional and spiritual health. Christian ministry is never divorced from the person who performs
the ministry.
The best sermon illustration is the preacher, the most effective element of pastoral care is the pastor. Our graduates are deeply invested in what they do.
As a Faculty at Christ College we set about the daunting task of defining the desired attributes of our graduates who are training to be ministers and deaconesses.
This was not easy. We narrowed down these attributes to six broad areas (dealing
with the person of the pastoral leader and the functions performed).
You can find these attributes on the Christ College website (www.christcollege.
edu.au). We then drilled down into these six categories and ended up with 73
attributes! It was a process that was both exhaustive and exhausting.
Knowing what our graduates will look like is only the ideal. The next step is,
How do we get there? This is a big task.
Our Faculty went away for a few days to the Hunter Valley (nowhere near a
vineyard) to work out how to do this.
We started with the 73 graduate attributes and converted them to educational
outcomes that would achieve these ends. We then moved from these outcomes
to what the four-year course of training for pastoral leadership should look like.
This is a bold process. We are building a new course, not by tinkering with
what is there at the moment, but by working from the ground up. We have
not thrown out the importance of the traditional areas of Original Languages,
Bible, Theology, Church History and Practical Ministry, but rather than a siloed
approach with each of these disciplines protecting their turf, we have sought to
have overall course coherence and integration.
A theological degree is more than a sum of the parts. It’s not just adding a few
subjects together, and you have the finished product. It’s not a matter of choosing
your own adventure in theological education.
Making a course that is fit for purpose is important. Ministry is not a consumer
industry and neither should theological education be consumer driven.
We are not about keeping our students happy consumers; we are more concerned about preparing them well for ministry. These two forces sometimes
pull us in different directions. It’s about providing a coherent course that will
produce the goods of well-trained pastoral leaders in a rapidly changing world.
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BY ALISON MILLER

In NSW school students have the great opportunity to find out more about the Christian faith in Special Religious Education
(SRE) classes.
According to the findings of the Department of Education’s Review of SRE and
Special Education in Ethics (SEE) in NSW
public schools, released earlier this year,
there are many benefits of SRE, both for
students and school communities.
Research showed that SRE contributes to
students’ understanding of their cultural
heritage, is an avenue for their spiritual care,
contributes to a well-rounded education and
provides students with a values perspective
to make informed ethical choices.
SRE also builds tolerance in schools around
diverse communities, is community building and helps connect schools with the wider community.
Christian SRE wants parents and school
staff to know about the value of SRE in providing students with an avenue to ask questions, explore and discover the Christian
faith for themselves.
We want parents to have the information
they need to make the choice to sign up
their children for SRE classes.
Christian SRE is committed to ensuring
that there is clear communication and information available for parents, principals
and school staff about how SRE operates,
what is required, and what is being taught.

Over the coming months, we plan to distribute over 500,000 Christian SRE information brochures to parents and families
throughout NSW schools, churches and
communities – and we need your help.
We would love your help in handing out both
primary and high school SRE parent information brochures, to encourage more people
to sign up their children for SRE, particularly
as 2018 school enrolment time approaches.
You can help by:
• Asking your local school to hand out the
brochures at orientation days;
• Asking local schools to put the brochure
in their information packs;
• Talking to parents about enrolling their
child in SRE;
• Handing out the Primary School brochure in playgroups and to kids who are
going to school next year; and
• Handing out the High School brochure
to Year 6 kids in your churches and
kids' clubs.
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2018
Please be praying for SRE teachers across
NSW as they begin preparing their materials and planning for classes next year. Please
also prayerfully consider whether you could
be involved in this vital work by becoming
an SRE teacher or helper (with training
available through the Timothy Partnership).
If you would like brochures to hand out, or
more information about SRE, please contact the PY Office – (02) 8567 4700

MPS AND FAITH LEADERS AT MCCRINDLE RESEARCH LAUNCH AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE.

Bipartisan support
for SRE in schools
affirmed
Bipartisan support for Special Religious
Education (SRE) in New South Wales
schools was affirmed at an inter-faith SRE
event held at Parliament House in May
this year.
NSW Minister for Education Rob Stokes
and Shadow Minister Jihad Dib were
among the politicians who joined with representatives of major faith groups to hear
McCrindle Research present the findings of
research based on the NSW Government’s

independent review of Special Religious
Education that was released in April.
Education Minister Rob Stokes said that
both sides of NSW Parliament recognise
that SRE in schools has been, and continues
to be, an important expression of diversity
and inclusiveness.
“Ever since 1848 there has been a bipartisan
understanding of the importance of recognising one of our fundamental expressions
of religious freedom in our community.
“To provide training and understanding of
the tenants of faith is very, very important
to young people, and I believe that there
is no more appropriate place to allow that
discussion to continue than in our schools.”

Mr Stokes thanked the 11,000 SRE teachers across 29 faith groups who teach in
NSW public schools, and said that the
results of the new research were a great
endorsement for the continuation of SRE
classes in schools.
In his address, Shadow Minister Jihad Dib, also
announced his party’s support of weekly religious education classes continuing in NSW.
“Mr Stokes says this is a bipartisan agreement – and it has been and it will be”, he said.
“Is there a place for SRE? Absolutely.”
Praise God that there is support from both
sides of NSW Parliament for the continuation of SRE classes in schools.
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Special Feature: SRE

Christian SRE: Spreading the word
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Dispatches from the Front DVD

99 Episode 10: The Fourth Man (The Middle East)
$18.
Frontline Missions
NE
W

“He is risen!” – three words that change everything. This wonderfully good news that was first announced to
the women at the Empty Tomb, is still being declared boldly in the Middle East by the Risen King’s messengers!

Dispatches from the Front goes into this region of centuries-old darkness and division that is now overshadowed
by the fierce violence of ISIS terror. Yet, the Gospel is powerfully at work in the Middle East, and Christ is
building His Church there – just as He said He would. Neither the gates of hell nor the gates of Islam can
withstand the work of our Risen King!
From mega-cities in Arabia to refugee camps left in the wake of ISIS terror, The Fourth Man goes beyond the
headlines to showcase the Gospel’s power to save, the mercy and love of believers, and their abiding joy as Christ
walks through the fires of persecution with them.
ALSO AVAILABLE IN BOX SET OF EPISODES 6-10 FOR $94.99

PRICE PROMISE

If you find an item on this page cheaper at another Australian retailer, let us
know and we’ll match the price!
(Excludes specials. Retail customers only. Until 30 November 2017.)

$9.99
NEW

$19.99

$14.99

NEW

NEW

Kristen Wetherell & Sarah Walton
(The Good Book Company)

God and the Transgender
Debate

Andrew T. Walker (The Good Book Company)

Michael Reeves (10Publishing)

HARDCOVER | This book will gently
encourage and greatly help any woman who is
struggling with suffering – whether physical,
emotional or psychological, and whether it is for
a season or longer.

PAPERBACK | This warm, faithful and careful
book helps Christians understand what the Bible says
about gender identity. It will help us to engage lovingly
and faithfully with one of the most explosive cultural
discussions of our day.

PAPERBACK | “As I read this thrilling
little introduction to the Reformation my
heart started to beat with joy. For this 500th
anniversary I’m going to try to persuade
everyone to read it.”
- Rico Tice

Hope When it Hurts
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Reformers Bookshop, 140 Albany Road, Stanmore NSW 2048
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02 9564 3555

PY

BY AMANDA CHAPMAN

Hundreds of youth from all over NSW descended upon the Tops and Deer Park conferences centres over the June long weekend to
form a temporary community centred around
the gospel.

Special Feature: PY Metro

PY Winter Camp
forms temporary
community

Metro
After playing an introductory video for those
gathered at General Assembly, the METRO committee was encouraged to see over 22 ministers
from around the state attend our lunch on the
Thursday of General Assembly week. There is
clearly a lot of enthusiasm for the idea of appointing ministry trainees in churches.

People from all walks of life, from the city and the country, from
home communities of lots of Christians and those of very few,
gathered together in fellowship - to learn from God’s word, to join
together in song, and to spend time building lasting relationships
with their brothers and sisters in Christ.
5/6 camp saw late-primary school kids join together to celebrate
‘The Amazing Rescue’, with the help of Quizworx and Scruff and
Clarence – the famous puppets. Junior Camp challenged campers
and leaders alike to consider what it means to ‘Suffer in Joy’ from
the book of Philippians, and Murray Smith opened the book of
1 Corinthians with young adults who pondered ‘Living in Hope’.
I had the privilege of leading a small group at Junior Camp,
through which I was able to both grow in my own understanding
of the book of Philippians and God’s sovereignty over suffering,
but also witness and participate in the growth of the youth in my
small group.

The afternoon and evening activities involved Junior campers
completing their ‘NASA training’.

METRO (scholarship) is a full-time ministry training program
where the trainee is in a Presbyterian Church. The aim of the
program is for the trainees to get experience in full-time ministry either within the local church context or more broadly in
other areas of gospel ministry, such as campus ministry, hospital
chaplaincy, women’s ministry and so on. Wherever the training
experience takes place it will involve interaction with experienced trainers. The trainer or co-trainer will be a Presbyterian
minister or elder.

Through these activities my small group bonded and formed
friendships that would last beyond camp. I praise God for the
relationships formed, as I myself benefited from Christ based
friendships formed at camp in my own growing up. I grew up
attending PY camps, a truth for which I am extremely thankful.

METRO is not just for people wanting to go into ordained ministry but anyone who wants good training for other opportunities, like SRE/Scripture teaching, youth group leading, or women's ministry.

I am currently completing Presbyterian Youth NSW’s Lead for
Life Internship program, and so led on camp as an intern. This
allowed me to practically implement the theological and ministry
training I had received, and rejoice in the way the Lord worked.

The highlight of camp for me followed the evangelistic talk,
when God graciously used me in mentoring teenagers whose
hearts had been radically changed, and who had decided to
commit or recommit their lives to the King of the universe, the
lover of our souls.
Praying with youth who had walked from death to life was the
most humbling and joyful experience, which made insignificant any sacrifice I had made in leading on camp.

If you would like to encourage someone in your church to consider a METRO apprenticeship, the next step would be to send
them to MTS Mission Minded over the October long weekend
(Friday September 29 - Monday October 2). At MTS Mission
Minded they will be able to hear from Christ College students
and other people in full-time ministry about the opportunities
afforded by a METRO/MTS apprenticeship. You can book your
tickets at http://www.mtsmissionminded.com.au. Perhaps your
Committee of Management could cover the cost?
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The Australian Presbyterian World Mission exists to glorify God by facilitating
the spread of the gospel to people overseas and Aborigines within Australia.

Australian Presbyterian

World Mission
www.apwm.org.au 81 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134 (02) 8073 7490 national@apwm.org.au

Focus on Indigenous Ministry
It is extremely encouraging to see that over the last few years the number of APWM missionaries serving among
Australia’s Indigenous community has been growing. Praise God for this development! Please keep these
servants in your prayers. Some see times of great encouragement while others encounter great obstacles.

CLIFF AND CAROLYN LETCHER

Cliff and Carolyn Letcher serve with
APWM and Australian Indigenous
Ministries (AIM). They provide pastoral support and encouragement to AIM
Workers and Aboriginal leaders in the
Northern Territory. This involves them
spending a considerable amount of time
in the Northern Territory.

RICK AND KAYLEEN MANTON

(APWM National) serve the Mount Druitt
Indigenous Church where Rick is the
minister. Mount Druitt, in Sydney’s western
suburbs, has one of the highest concentrations
of Indigenous Australians in NSW. They will
be concluding 20 years of ministry at Mount
Druitt at the end of 2017. They are seeking the
Lord’s will regarding their next field of service.

SURENDRA AND MAY WESLEY

serve with APWM and Presbyterian
Inland Mission (PIM). Surendra cares for
the Mount Magnet Presbyterian Church
where 10-14 local people (including many
Indigenous people) attend the weekly
worship service. Twice a week he goes on
PIM Patrol, visiting outback stations and
building relationships with the station
owners. He also serves as the chaplain at
the District High School, and is getting
to know many Indigenous families in the
area. A women’s fellowship has commenced under May’s leadership.

Vanuatu Cyclone
Update
BOB AND LUCY QUINN serve with

APWM and Australian Indigenous Ministries (AIM). They seek to train Aboriginal
Lay Church Leaders to help strengthen
Aboriginal Churches, communities and
people through Theological Education
by Extension (TEE). They are currently
surveying Churches to determine beliefs,
attitudes and behaviours that currently
exist in Indigenous Churches.

18The
2
THE
Pulse
PULSE

DENNIS AND GLENYS TRANTER

serve with APWM and Global Recordings
Network Australia. They are developing
teaching material for Indigenous people in
Australia. Serving with Global Recordings
Network enables them to tap into existing
IT networks. They are helping with the
writing and recording of Biblical stories
and teaching material. These will also be
used by Christians in other countries.

Australian Presbyterians gave very generously to help for our sister church, the
Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, after
Cyclone Pam in 2015. One of the projects
with which we assisted was the rebuilding
of a dormitory at the Assie Bible College which is run by the Central Islands
Presbytery and offers a certificate level
Bible course. This building has now been
officially opened – thank you!

God’s Word: Penetrating Hearts
Motor Yat ser ves among South Sudanese refugees in
a UNHCR refugee camp in Ethiopia. He writes:
“Life in the camp is getting harder day-by-day but the word of God is penetrating the
hearts of the people. Women’s groups are growing, youth in the churches are becoming
active and they are drawing unbelievers to the churches. Refugees in the camps hear the
gospel and receive some education. Many are idle, frustrated, and trauma is real. Many
people who never had an opportunity to go to church before can now attend Sunday services in the camps, and many are growing in faith. Our prayer is that the word of Christ
will be rooted in their lives. There are many challenges among the youth in the camps.”

Prayer & Finance
Response Form
Please send to APWM
81 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood NSW 2134
Name: ......................................................................
Address: ..................................................................
....................................... Postcode: .........................
Email: ......................................................................
Phone: .....................................................................
Church: ...................................................................

I would like to support
the following:
Missionary's Name: ...............................................
Please send me the missionary's prayer letter.
OR APWM ministry in a particular country:
..................................................................................
Please indicate an amount
$20

$50

$100

other $ .................................................................
Please indicate how regular your payment will be:

Clare in Niger

one-off

Clare Richardson left her home church in Leeton just over 12 months ago, to travel to Niger
and live amongst an unreached people group in a remote part of the country.
In her most recent prayer letter she tells about coming home from a language learning retreat with her team, to her small village. Noticing something different in the way the village
women were working together, she went to see them and learned that while they were away
a young boy had suffered a fit and died. This is what she said about her experience of sitting
with the family, who are part of a community where emotion is not expressed openly:
“I just sat there with the little boy’s mother. With no tears in her eyes, but evident sadness, she
recounted to me again what had happened. His father returned from sitting under the tree, and
I greeted him. His heart was aching and I could see it in his face. As he sat staring off into the
distance, I was again reminded of the uncertainty of life. I realised how I expect tomorrow to
come and go, and the next day to follow. Each day really is a gift from God as he puts air in our
lungs. Whilst I am certain of what comes when I die, I know many don’t have any security. God
has invited us to put our trust in Jesus for eternal life, he’s given us a way to have assurance.”
Clare’s friends in this family are not yet believers, but she and the village chief, a believer himself, were able to share the love of Jesus by sitting with the family in their grief and listening to
songs like this: “There is no trouble in the house of our Father, There is no death in the house
of our Father, We are feeling happy in the house of our Father, Jesus is the Saviour there.”
Please pray with Clare that, even in difficult moments, she will keep showing to the people
of this village in Africa the beauty of Jesus’ kingdom to come, in which there will be no
more sadness, death, or tears.

monthly

quarterly

half-yearly

yearly

Four ways to give
1. Cheque (made out to 'Australian
Presbyterian World Mission')
2. Credit card

Visa

Mastercard

Name on card: ........................................................
Expires: .............../..................
Signature: ...............................................................
Date of first payment: ...........................................
3. Direct Debit
Your account name(s): ..........................................
..................................................................................
Signature: ...............................................................
BSB: .........................................................................
Account number: ..................................................

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION

Bank name: ............................................................

NATIONAL OFFICE | www.apwm.org.au

Date of first payment: ............................................

81 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134 T: (02) 8073 7490
Sheryl Sarkoezy E: national@apwm.org.au . Bruce Campbell E: finance@apwm.org.au

E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net

4. Direct deposit
Account: Australian Presbyterian World Mission
BSB: 032-260 Account number: 151207
Please write your name and surname of the
missionary you are supporting in the description
box. Please also email finance@apwm.org.au telling
us that you have made a deposit and provide the
name of the missionary that you are supporting.

STATE CONVENER
Derek Bullen E: nswconvener@apwm.org.au

Enquiries
finance@apwm.org.au (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

FEDERAL CONVENER

Kevin Murray
M: 0421 366 720
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151
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LAST WORD

WITH

PETER BARNES

1 K I NGS 16:29-34

We often lament the times we
live in, but there is nothing
new under the sun.
The prophet Elijah too lived in dark
days. In some ways he was perhaps
the greatest of the Old Testament
prophets - a powerful and uncompromising figure who witnessed to
the truth of God in the vile and decadent times of King Ahab of Israel.
In the last book of the Old Testament he is
the one who prefigures the work of John
the Baptist: ‘Behold, I will send you Elijah
the prophet before the great and awesome
day of the Lord comes’ (Malachi 4:5). Jesus
takes this up, and says that John is the Elijah figure, which is a way of saying that He
Himself is the Lord (Matt.11:13-14).
Then at the transfiguration Elijah appears
again, along with Moses (Matt.17:1-3). The
law and the prophets testify to the Son of
God. Elijah was a rough and strange man,
who casts his shadow across both Testaments - an outstanding personality even
among the prophets of God. Yet before
we look at Elijah, it is worth looking at the
times in which he lived.

THE DEPLORABLE STATE OF
ISRAEL IN ELIJAH'S TIMES

Elijah ministered during the reign of King
Ahab of the northern kingdom of Israel
(16:29). Ahab was a chip off the old block.
His father, Omri, had exceeded his predecessors in his evil (16:25), and when he
died, Ahab took over, and managed to excel even his father (16:30). He reigned for
twenty-two long years, from about 874-853
B.C. Ahab was no man of God. For starters,
four sins are mentioned:
(1) Ahab married Jezebel, a rank and decided
unbeliever. Ahab knew better; he knew what
God had declared on these matters. Moses
had warned God’s people not to intermarry
with idolaters because that would only lead to
their own idolatry (Ex.34:11-16).

(2) Jezebel led Ahab to the point where he
not only tolerated the worship of Baal but
came to worship Baal himself. That is the
way sins work. Naivety can be almost
as dangerous as perversion. We become used to a lifestyle, like Lot in
Sodom, and learn to live with it.
If Solomon weakened in this area
(1 Kings 11), we ought not to be
surprised that Ahab completely
collapsed.
(3) Ahab built a temple to Baal in his new
capital, Samaria. Here the Baal cult is celebrated. At first, many people raise their eyebrows at a new evil, but they can soon be
raising their hands. What was unthinkable
becomes tolerated and then embraced.
(4) Ahab then made a wooden image, an
Asherah, the female counterpart to Baal.
In all this, Ahab did more to provoke God
to anger than all the kings of Israel who
were before him. Sin is not an even road,
but a slippery slope.

TRAMPLING ON GOD’S
WORD TO OUR COST

It was a time when God's Word was despised. Hence we read of a strange episode: ‘In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation at the cost of
Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates
at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the Lord, which
He spoke by Joshua the son of Nun’
(16:34). This is the only time this man's
name is mentioned in Scripture. When
Joshua captured Jericho, he pronounced
God's curse on the idolatrous and degenerate city (Josh.6:26). Five hundred years
later Hiel thought he could defy that word.
Perhaps he thought it was out of date by
this time. That is what people say today.
It is often regarded as a sufficient argument against the Bible to make the unsurprising observation that it is old. Presumably, the assumption is that God, if
He exists, has evolved.

But learn this: pit yourself against one word
of Scripture and you pit yourself against
God. Hiel paid a terrible price for doing
just that. God's Word will either save us (if
we believe in it) or destroy us (if we shake
our fists at it).

HISTORY AND TODAY

These were Elijah's times: God's Word was
being discarded, and Baal (the storm god,
who was also the fertility god) was being
worshipped in place of the true God.
The worshippers of Yahweh were persecuted, and people came to believe that it was
Baal who sent the rain and caused the crops
to grow.
In the very first verse of the Bible, God declares that He is the maker of heaven and
earth. When people reject that, they worship the creation in some way or another.
With idolatrous theology comes decadent
morals. Baal worship was not something
that one would be keen to describe in a congregational magazine.
It enacted out the fertility cult with temple
prostitution, both heterosexual and homosexual. Dale Ralph Davis writes, in his own
understated way, of Israel’s ‘worshiping
hormones’. Obsession imprisons and darkens the mind, and leads to horrid acts – and
these then have to be justified so that daily
living can continue.
The times were desperate, as they are today.
Elijah, the most illustrious of the prophets,
came to confront Ahab, the most corrupt of
the kings, at this crucial time in Israel's history.
The prophets were a sign of God’s favour to
Israel, but also a sign that Israel had departed
so far from God’s law that it needed a clarion
call to return to the Lord of the covenant.
The parallels with the West today should be obvious. Elijah has much to say to us as the West
has turned to Eastern syncretism, post-modernism, sheer selfishness, and loose-living.

