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On the retirement of Wayne Rich-
ards as General Manager in 2015, 
I had the privilege of becoming 
the Editor in Chief of the Pulse 
magazine. But, I must admit, 
of all the responsibilities that 
I took on as General Manager, 
this one caused me, and continues 
to cause me, most anxiety.

This is not because of the quality or pas-
sion of the Editorial team that supports the 
development and delivery of the Pulse. 

As you will read on the next page, the 
Pulse was created by Wayne Richards in 
2008 as a more effective means of com-
municating to all congregations on mat-
ters relevant to the Presbyterian Church 
in New South Wales.

But, more than merely improving com-
munications in the Church, the vision 
was to create a stronger, more unified 
Church across more than 170 congrega-
tions and the numerous ministries of the 
General Assembly in New South Wales. 

Bruce Meller articulates this vision 
beautifully in his own words on the next 
page: “it is not the name Presbyterian 
that primarily unites us - our unity in 
the Presbyterian cause comes out of our 
unity in Christ”.

Jesus Christ is at the centre of all that we 
do in Church Offices, as well as across 
every one of our ministries, schools, 
aged and community care services, and 
justice and mercy ministries.

It is a privilege for me and our editori-
al team to collect and share the stories 
of the grace and mercy of Christ being 
lived on a daily basis through the lives 
of our people.

The Pulse is also an internal forum for 
sharing ideas, and as a communication 
channel for the Presbyterian Church to 
speak on matters affecting Christians and 
Christian beliefs and values arising from a 
rapidly changing world in which we live.

 Readers will see this reflected 
in this month’s articles ‘Be-
yond Same-Sex Marriage’ and 
‘Christian SRE’.

I thank God for all those who 
serve Christ outlined in each sto-

ry, and to see the health of the Chris-
tian work and ministry outreach of the 
Presbyterian Church in New South 
Wales reflected through these stories.

I also thank our Editor, Karen Forman, 
for her passion to serve Christ over the 
past 10 years in this role, and for every 
editorial team member for their efforts, 
which makes my role as Editor in Chief 
very easy.  

But, why then does my role as Editor in 
Chief cause me most anxiety of all my 
responsibilities as General Manager?  

It is not because of the technical aspects 
of the role, for example: ensuring the 
content is journalistically objective; fact 
checking, spelling, grammar, writing 
style, page design and photos, etc.; or 
handling reader complaints.  We have a 
great team to address these aspects.

My anxiety arises from sustaining the 
legacy established by the first Editor in 
Chief, Wayne Richards, to ensure that 
Pulse articles are relevant and of inter-
est to our readers: to every person who 
faithfully comes to church week by week; 
and to every Minister and other worker 
serving in our Church. 

I know this is an ideal aspiration, but 
in Christ all things are possible.  I en-
courage and look forward to receiving 
feedback that is critical of any article, 
or if our readers feel the quality or 
relevancy of articles is falling.  Please 
hold us accountable in Christ’s name, 
and for His glory.

God bless and good reading,
Jeoffrey Falls
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This month, the Presbyterian Pulse 
magazine celebrates its 10th anni-
versary and rather than celebrating 
with a party, we are celebrating with 
a commemorative cover (featur-
ing all our covers) and some words 
which reveal the ministry the mag-
azine has been to many during the 
past decade.

Yes, a decade has passed since then General 
Manager Wayne Richards had the foresight 
to invite a trained journalist and editor, also 
a Christian, to join the staff of the PCNSW 
to create a magazine that would “inspire, 
inform and educate’’ readers. It was also to 
become a conduit between the General Of-
fice, the General Assembly, clergy, church 
organisations, schools and businesses and 
“people on the pews’’.

At that time, the only communication out 
of Church Offices was the Church Offices 
Newsletter being pushed out every so often 
by Wayne’s secretary in between her other 
duties. Meanwhile, the journalist was work-
ing for a mining giant after a career that had 
taken her around Australia and the world, 
working for mainstream newspapers, mag-
azines and in television as a journalist and 
managing media and communications for 
an NGO and various corporate multi-na-
tional companies. She was well ready for 
a change and had been praying that God 
might show her the way ahead.

That journalist was me, then mother of a 
two year old daughter, a lifelong Christian 
who leapt at the opportunity God had giv-
en to move into Christian media, to take 
on a new project that had the potential 
to really make a difference and work in a 
Christ-centred way. My daughter, Gabriel-
la, has grown up alongside the Pulse and 
God has been there every step of the way.

First, we worked out a five-year Com-
munications Plan for the Church and 
the forthcoming new magazine became 
part of a three-pronged plan which in-
cluded a revitalised website and a media 
presence based on proactive and reactive 
media releases.

After a few months of consideration and 
an internal poll, the title, The Presbyteri-
an Pulse, was chosen for the new publica-
tion, despite some comments questioning 
whether the Presbyterian Church indeed 
possessed a pulse. There was also the out 
and out rejection of title suggestions like 
The Communicant because we wanted 
the new publication to reflect the changing 
face of the PCNSW!

After that, we called for stories from 
our 300 churches throughout NSW 
and the ACT, our schools, nursing 
homes and Assembly Committees. 
Various comments included: “How 
will you fill it up every month?’’ But 
we did and 10 years on, we never 
have trouble filling our pages with 
stories. Often, we are so tight for 

space that we have had to leave stories out.

The very first Pulse was launched in April 
2008 and featured a recently returned mis-
sionary, Naomi Reid, on the first cover. 
Read how that appearance changed Nao-
mi’s life and career path on the next pages. 
Other stories included an interview with 
then Moderator, Rev David Seaman (also 
featured overleaf) and a profile on Min-
istry and Mission superintendent, Bruce 
Meller, along with reports from Presbyteri-
an Youth and our Bible College, then called 
Presbyterian Theological Centre.

We decided at the time, to print 20,000 
magazines and planned to send a bundle 
to every one of our churches for distribu-
tion. What we hadn’t considered was how 
we would send them out and that resulted 
in a rather comic memory.

Bruce Meller, who will retire this year, 
well remembers being part of the group of 
staff gathering around the boardroom ta-
ble, stuffing and addressing envelopes for 
many hours – after which we employed a 
mailhouse for the following month!

We ended up printing nine more maga-
zines in that first year, then 11 magazines a 
year for the next three years. In 2013, it was 
decided to print The Pulse bimonthly rath-
er than monthly and make it bigger to cater 
for the ever growing demand for space.

Since that very first edition back in April 
2008, the Presbyterian Church of NSW 
has published a total of 75 Pulse maga-
zines, with a print run that has now settled 
at around 10,000 copies per edition, going 
to churches, schools and nursing homes all 
around NSW and the ACT.

Last year, the Pulse won three awards at the 
Australasian Religious Press Association 
(ARPA) Media Awards, presented in Auck-
land,  New Zealand during the annual con-
ference. Our Editor was honoured to be in 
attendance to receive the awards on behalf of 
the Editorial team and also then Moderator 
Paul Harris who won an award for his com-
mentary piece on living as a Christian today.

We look forward to the editorial standards 
recognised by ARPA to continue into the 
future as a sustained legacy.

Thanks, Team!
The Pulse could not happen without the 
contribution of a team of regular contrib-
utors who have supported our publication 
since the beginning, such as Bruce Meller 
(pictured), Peter Barnes, Elizabeth Mc-
Clean, Murray Norman, Kevin Murray 
and our Moderators.

Bruce who has been there for the life of the 
magazine, producing regular articles on 
behalf of Ministry and Mission, says the 
Pulse has been – and should continue to be 
a way to advance the claims of Jesus.

“Ten years ago, the Church’s internal 
communication flowed through a Church 
Offices Newsletter that few people read 
and fewer still found useful. It was dull, 
entirely without pictures or colour, and 
it neither offered inspiration nor gave a 
co-ordinated focus to the advance of the 
gospel or the work of the Assembly Com-
mittees,’’ he said.

“It was a cross between a government ga-
zette and a church’s Sunday news-sheet, 
achieving the goals of neither. Then 
along came the Pulse. Quality printing 
in a magazine format with pictures and 
page length articles featuring the work of 
all the Church’s committees distributed 
in bulk and for free to every one of our 
congregations. What a shock! Suddenly 
people across the Church were reading 
together what God was doing in our 
midst and they rejoiced. 

“Monthly copies were anticipated eager-
ly and read enthusiastically – and people 
prayed. I know. Some rang me up want-
ing to know how God was answering our 
prayer points. Thankfully, we’re a far cry 
now from those early days when a bunch 
of us gathered around the Board Table 
and filled envelopes for mailing.

CONTINUED ON P.4

The Pulse: A decade of ministry through words
BY KAREN FORMAN

KAREN FORMAN
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To say that David Seaman has been busy in the decade since 
he was Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of NSW and 
the first Moderator to write for the then newly launched 
Presbyterian Pulse magazine would be an understatement.

But the word “understated’’ perhaps describes this hard 
working Presbyterian minister from Armidale very well.

“I am still here,’’ he says almost apologetically when The 
Pulse finally caught up with him by phone during another 
frenetic week. “Still in Armidale, basically getting on with 
the job of preaching the Gospel.’’

Obviously the light humour that we found underwrote 
many of his communications when we interviewed him 10 
years ago, hasn’t faded.

Nor has his easy going manner.

And despite a schedule that has actually gotten busier over the 
years, when you ask David what he considers has changed in 
the decade since he was Moderator and the decade since the 
Pulse magazine was launched, he will say “relaxation’’ may be 
a key word.

“I think we have become more relaxed as a church,’’ he says. 
“Less formal, more inclusive of people.

“I think that the general nature of the church has continued 
to mature. Probably things that were set in place 40 years 
ago are starting to bear fruit.’’

He looks back on his time as Moderator with a mixture of 
fondness and duty – not to mention, a learning experience.

“I think being Moderator gives you a landscape pic of 
where the Church is and how it relates to all the parts and 
each other,’’ he says.

“It gives you a bigger picture of the church rather than just 
your own congregation. A perception of how the Church, 
schools and aged care homes are doing; what congregations 
are doing around the state.’’

David believes that his role of Moderator actually helped 
his church, as well. “It helped my church to see that every 
person plays a part. Everyone had to join in while I was 
away and do their part for the Church.’’

Of the Pulse magazine, he says “it’s great, because the per-
son in the pew can read it. I think it is the go-to periodi-
cal read for people rather than AP these days, for people 
who want to be informed of what is going on in the rest of 
the Church. It is much better than the old Church Offices 
newsletter.’’

A few other things have changed since David was Moder-
ator and a first columnist for the Pulse back in 2008. Mod-
estly, he has left it till last to share.

“Personally 10 years ago I was not on the Trustees and Scots 
council, etc, so in the past 10 years I have taken a more ac-
tive role in the high governance of the Church, which prob-
ably stems from my time as Moderator,’’ he says quietly.

A decade of preaching the Gospel for David
BY KAREN FORMAN

CONTINUED FROM P.3

THANKS, TEAM!

“One thing endures, however, and I pray that this never 
changes: the Pulse, for as long as it is published, must 
take its place in advancing the claims of Jesus, for it is 
not the name Presbyterian that primarily unites us – 
our unity in the Presbyterian cause comes out of our 
unity in Christ and our shared desire to serve him to-
gether symbiotically so that the outcome of our com-
bined labours will be greater than just the sum of our 
individual works. The Presbyterian Church has a pulse. 
May its heart always beat for Jesus.’’
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Ten years ago, The Pulse approached a just returned mis-
sionary, Naomi Reed, for an interview for its first edition. 
Soon, Naomi was writing a regular column and a decade 
on, she is a published author and 
Christian speaker in her own right!

Congratulations to ‘The Pulse’! 
We’ve all benefited from your 
faithful service, every single edi-
tion, in connecting us, and inspir-
ing us, and sharing Gospel news 
from churches across NSW. 

I felt really privileged to write a col-
umn for ‘The Pulse’, during its first 
few years. 

Among other things, it means that 
now, if I visit smaller Presbyterian 
churches in remote NSW, some-
one will come up to me and say, “I 
used to read your column in ‘The 
Pulse’, years ago.” 

They feel like we’re friends. And 
we are! Sometimes the person can 
even remember something that I 
wrote back then, so we’ll have a nice long chat about it, 
which is lovely. I still think the written, personal story is a 
beautiful medium to share the hope that we have in Jesus. 

I remember when the editor, Karen, contacted me 10 
years ago, for the first article. 

My husband, Darren, and I (and our three boys) had re-
cently returned to Australia (after our six years in Nepal) 
and I’d started to write, as a way of sharing hope in Jesus.

 It had been quite a shift for me, from the world of phys-
iotherapy, so back then everything was surprising! I 
think when you called, my second book had just been re-
leased, ‘No Ordinary View’, which was the sequel to ‘My 
Seventh Monsoon.’

I remember being quite nervous about it all, and sur-
prised that people were reading it. Back then, I was actu-
ally about to turn 40, and our boys were still quite young. 
They were always tearing around the house, with their 
soccer balls. 

Now, our eldest has moved out, and the other two are in 
their late teens, so it’s quieter here! It’s actually a com-
pletely different season, with different challenges. And 
I’m about to turn 50!

I’m thankful to be alive, and still able to write, and read, 
and love Jesus, and love my family. 

I’ve also noticed quite a bit of change in me (which is 
good!) and changes in the opportunities God has given 
me. In the beginning, I was mostly writing and speaking 
about our own stories in Nepal, especially about the way 
God works during hard times. 

Then I did some more study at SMBC and I wrote (and 
recorded) Bible stories, ‘The Promise’. 

Then I developed a children’s stage 
show, ‘The Zookeeper’. Then I was 
commissioned by Interserve to 
write some of the best stories of 
faith and mission in Asia and the 
Arab World, ‘The Plum Tree in the 
Desert’. That was such a privilege! 
Then ‘The Zookeeper’ became a 
book, also translated into Nepali. 

Then last year, I was asked to work 
on ‘Finding Faith’ – stories of peo-
ple from around the world, who 
had converted to faith in Jesus, out 
of other religions. 

So it feels like I’ve shifted away from 
telling my own stories, to telling a 
wonderful range of encouraging 
stories, around the world, which is 
great… because there are so many 
of them, and we need to tell them, 
and hear them.

Of course, along the way, I’ve noticed that God uses ev-
erything we’ve been through, even the really hard bits. 
It’s true that we comfort others with the comfort we’ve 
received. And I’m now an INF ambassador, which means 
that I can keep telling stories from Nepal! 

More than anything, though, I’ve learnt through hard 
years to cling on to Jesus in a moment-by-moment (albe-
it stumbling) way. I know that I can only find peace and 
meaning in the truth of who I am before the cross, because 
of Jesus – saved, known, loved, a child of God. It means 
more to me now, than ever. And I hope I’ll say that in an-
other 10 years!

For more information go to www.NaomiReed.Info

How a magazine gave a missio a new Pulse



6 THE PULSE

Happy Birthday to the Pulse! We’ve loved being able to share stories of people 
seeking justice, showing mercy and making Jesus known over recent years.”
E L I Z A B E T H  M C C L E A N ,  C E O ,  J E R I C H O  R O A D

The Pulse has brought the hope of a new generation, sharing their love and life 
and for Jesus, shown through photos and articles of life-changing events over the 
last 10 years, from over 10,000 young people who have come to camps, 100,000's 
of people in SRE and the 100's of people trained through Timothy Partnership. 
Karen we owe you an eternal gratitude for the stories you have shared with the 
church over these years. Thanks so much!”
M U R R AY  N O R M A N ,  G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R  P Y

The Pulse has been a great way to keep the Presbyterian Church family informed 
of major changes for Presbyterian Aged Care over the past decade - letting peo-
ple know of milestones like Minnamurra’s reopening, Pitt Wood House’s reinven-
tion as a community care centre, and The Terraces at Paddington our biggest 

ever project. Congratulations on 10 years!”
P A U L  S A D L E R ,  C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R ,  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  A G E D  C A R E  N S W  &  A C T

Fellowship and teaching constitute the spine for any church, and the Pulse has 
sought to promote both in terms of news items concerning the Church and in-
struction from the Word. This should help us to live and pray more comprehen-
sively and faithfully.”
A P  E D I T O R ,  R E V  P E T E R  B A R N E S

The Pulse has helped us tell more people the exciting story of what God is doing 
around the world to honour His great name.”
K E V I N  M U R R AY,  N AT I O N A L  D I R E C T O R ,  A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O R L D  M I S S I O N 

Pulse is a welcome reminder that we are all part of something bigger. It reminds 
us of our connections with other local Presbyterian churches and of the things 
that we cannot do alone but can do together.
D A V I D  B U R K E ,  N S W  M O D E R AT O R

HOW
HAS MINISTERED

the Pulse
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recently asked some men to identify key items of unfinished 
business in the PCNSW. Number one was the role of women in 
the life of the church. None wanted changes to existing decisions 
on leadership roles. However, all were concerned at what they 
saw as the silencing and exclusion of women in church life.

Some background is useful:

• Women were allowed to be PCA ministers from 1974-1991
• Women can be elders in NSW 
• Women make up a significant share of students in the diploma to 

doctoral level study programs at Christ College. A further group 
are in the Ministry to Women program and yet others participate 
in various other Bible and ministry training platforms such as the 
Teach and Train Women events, and WINGS.

• Women make up 58 per cent of our communicant membership 
(2016, NCLS survey). 

Put together, we see a church with majority female membership 
and a significant number of theologically trained women, in-
cluding some in employed roles. We have our share of Priscillas 
and Phoebes (Acts 18:1 and 26; Rom 16:1) and in Anna Moss we 
have a dedicated Women’s Ministry Facilitator (see March 2018 
Pulse). Thank God for all that!

More background! Complementarian theology is not part of our 
doctrinal standards. The GAA excluded women as ministry can-
didates, but it made no change to the doctrinal standards in the 
1901 Basis of Union. However, at the level of functional theolo-
gy, complementarianism is widespread in the PCA.

Complementarianism builds on Gen 1:26-27 and 2:18. It holds 
that gender distinctions are intrinsic to the created order; that 
men and women equally bear God’s image (with all the rich 
meaning that implies) and that we are designed to complete and 
complement one another. In Christ, distinctions between men 
and women (and other human distinctions) are not cancelled 
but are transformed in a way such that equality is not preserved 
by denying differences, nor differences preserved by denying 
equality (Gal 3:28). We are meant to be equal and different. The 
restriction of church leadership offices to men needs to be nested 
within that broader teaching.

So, what is our unfinished business? 

As I visit our churches I hear concern that our practices with 
respect to gender inclusion vary widely. One artefact is in our 
Sunday services. Who is on the platform? Do women share in 
leading worship, praying, adding a word of exhortation after 

the preaching, making announcements, giving the kids’ talk or 
reading the Scripture lessons? In some congregations women are 
well-visible on Sundays, but less so in others. 

The challenge goes deeper than Sundays. Are we hearing the 
voice of women in denominational structures? Some Assem-
bly committees have female representation, as do bodies like 
the Candidates’ Review Panel that helps assess candidates for 
ministry. In my view the latter is vital, for astute women will see 
things that we men are blind to. Women help teach men how to 
pastor women in College and share in Faculty decision making. 
A woman heads Jericho Road and others serve in senior organ-
isational positions.

This is all good, but what about local churches and our regional 
presbyteries? 

Given the share of women in church membership, appointment 
of a female worker seems basic. Some churches employ women 
as part time workers ministering to children and other wom-
en. Whilst not all churches can do this, there is more scope for 
women to be trained and serve in formal and informal, paid and 
unpaid positions.

Session meetings are closed courts, but that is no barrier to invit-
ing suitable women to attend as observers with a voice. One Ses-
sion invited a godly widow to sit with the elders and contribute. 
She brought a mature Christian voice that complemented the 
discussion of the men and added to the quality of our decisions. 
It would be great to see more of this, along with the positive 
encouragement to women (and to men who are not ministers 
or elders) to take a positive place in the ministry of the church. 

An early draft of this article was sent to some female colleagues. 
Their comments reminded this male that a woman’s voice com-
plements that of a man in helpful ways. One spoke of a willing-
ness for men to seek out the opinions of women and to listen well 
to them. She also urged women not to fall into defensiveness or 
bitterness but rather to engage with men, to raise any concerns 
clearly and gently, along with checking out the assumptions of 
men and assuming the best in them. These are good words.

My point is simple. It is 27 years since the 1991 GAA decision 
but we yet have much to do in enacting a positive complemen-
tarianism. It’s about men and women completing, together, our 
work of imaging of God in the world and our service in his gos-
pel. How can we maximise this? That’s the unfinished business.

M O D E R AT O R ’ S  M E S S A G E  W I T H  D A V I D  B U R K E

Unfinished business
women in the church

I
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PWA News
BY BARBARA CLARK

This is a final column from Barbara, who 
in July will have completed three years as 
State PWA President. Thanks, Barbara, for 
three years’ of contributions to the Pulse! 

The Apostle Paul encouraged the Thessalo-
nians in 1 Thessalonians to ‘Rejoice always, 
to pray without ceasing, in everything give 
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.’

As Presbyterian Women, we do have 
much to give thanks to God for. The cro-
cuses have bloomed signalling the end 
of those scorching, hot summer days, 
summer crop harvests are completed, 
and the cooler weather and shortening 
days of daylight are continuing through 
autumn and into winter.

The 52nd Annual and final PWA Bible 
Study Camp was held at Yarramundi in 
March. It was a great time of worship, prayer 
and praise, of Bible Studies on the book of 
Philippians led most capably by Sylvia Siu, 
of fellowship and renewed friendships, the 
PWA Concert, a trip ‘Down Memory Lane’ 
of a power point presentation of past camps, 
and the numerous times of the hearty sing-
ing, in rounds, of the chorus ‘Rejoice in the 
Lord Always.’

PWA Special and Standing Committees 
Conveners and Council Representatives 
travel across NSW to attend Annual Pres-
bytery Group Rallies and share with the 
women a time of worship, and news from 
the Committees. Eight of the planned 16 
Rallies have been held this year.

Anna Moss commenced in her role as the 
Women’s Ministry Facilitator in March 
2018, bringing much needed counsel to 
women in Ministry and we rejoice that 
the Special Assembly Committee sup-
ports her. Sheree Scott is our PWA Council 
Representative and she constantly updates 
information about the Committee, the Fa-
cilitator and PWA on their website.

Planning has commenced for the Presbyte-
rian Women’s Association Annual Confer-
ence which is to be held at Croydon Pres-
byterian Ladies’ College on July 9 2018. This 
will be a time of great rejoicing as we review 
the past year and share with members and 
visitors from across NSW and Western 
Australia, and as we dedicate our Office 
Bearers, Conveners and ourselves to God, 
remembering that at all times, we are en-
couraged to ‘Rejoice always, to pray without 
ceasing, in everything give thanks: for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.’

Last year, the Tuggeranong 
Presbyterian Church in Can-
berra celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of its MOPS group.

MOPS stands for Mothers of 
Preschoolers and is a minis-
try that serves mums of chil-
dren from birth to six years.
The celebration evening was 
attended by women who 
had been part of the group 
during those 25 years. There 
was much reminiscing and 
greeting of new and old 
friends!

Ann Taylor attended the 
very first Tuggeranong 
MOPS meeting in Septem-
ber 1992. She was attract-
ed by the opportunity for her 
young son to participate in 
MOPPETS (the children’s program that 
runs concurrently with MOPS) while 
she was free to spend time with other 
mums. After a few years, Ann became 
a volunteer carer in MOPPETS and 
continues to serve in that role, blessing 
many mums over the years with her lov-
ing care of their children.

Badra Issa has been with Tuggeranong 
MOPS for over 20 years as the group’s 
‘Mentor’. A Mentor is a woman with 
older children who offers encourage-
ment based on her own experiences 
and who communicates Jesus’ love to all 
mums in the group. Badra says, “I meet 
many wonderful mums every year and 
I love serving them in this way. I trust 
God to guide my conversation and he 
provides opportunities for me to share 
the simple story of how Jesus changed 
my life.”

Jessica Harvey first attended MOPS 
when her first child was little and loved 
it so much that she has been with the 
group ever since. Now a mum of three 
little kids, Jess is currently the group Co-
ordinator. Jess says, “What I love about 
MOPS is that you get a chance to have 
some time apart from your children and 
just be yourself with other mums. As Co-
ordinator, I love that I can pour back into 
the lives of other mums all the blessings 
that MOPS has poured into me. "

Rev Peter Gobbo, minister at Tuggera-
nong Presbyterian Church, values their 
MOPS group and sets aside one Sunday 
every year in September as ‘MOPS Sun-
day’. Peter says, “Our MOPS group adds 
great ministry and mission value to the 
congregation. It allows us to connect 
with and serve families in our communi-
ty. My favourite recollection of the eve-
ning was hearing mums reminisce about 
how MOPS had helped them during 
some tough times in their mothering 
journey.”

The Managing Director of MOPS Aus-
tralia, Lexia Smallwood, presented a 25 
year commemorative plaque to Peter 
and Jess and congratulated all Coordi-
nators over the 25 years for their faithful 
service in Jesus’ name.

There are almost 100 MOPS groups in 
Australia (represented in every State) 
and over 4000 groups around the world. 
The MOPS mission is to encourage and 
equip mums of young children to realise 
their potential as mothers, women and 
leaders, in relationship with Jesus, and in 
partnership with the local church.

Churches interested in knowing 
more about MOPS are invited to visit  
mops.org.au and email office@mops.org.au 
to request an Information Pack.

Contact: Lexia Smallwood, 0413 693 274

Tuggeranong MOPS 
reaches a quarter-century
BY LEXIA SMALLWOOD

REV PETER GOBBO AND MOPS COORDINATOR, JESSICA HARVEY
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NEWS

ELDERS 
ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING  
 
To be held Monday July 
9, 2018 at 4 pm at 
PLC Croydon.

All elders very welcome.

What good reason could a Minister pos-
sibly have for leaving a church family?

I haven’t found many and Eugene Pe-
terson, though having moved on three 
times himself, states in his little book, 
Under the Unpredictable Plant that you 
should never leave your church family. 

This was an enormously helpful thing to 
say even if slightly controversial. 

According to Peterson, the restless Min-
ister doesn’t need to leave. He needs to 
go deeper with his people where he is. 

He needs to sit in the discomfort of the 
mundane, sometimes over familiarity 
with the same people, sometimes hear-
ing the same stories over and over again. 

He needs not to run away from the years 
of ongoing conflict with Mrs Jones and 
the seemingly ceaseless criticism of Bar-
ry Barker (any similarity in these names 
with actual people is a mere coinci-
dence), but to ask the Lord for a deeper 
love for his people and a new season of 
growth for himself. 

Totally right in many respects, I agree. 
Sure, these are not the reasons to leave. 
Why am I writing this anyway? 

Susan and I have just left our church 
family of 11 years. We are those people. 
We’ve committed the offence and be-
trayed our brothers and sisters. 

We’ve given them the Judas kiss. We’ve 
divorced them just like that and it wasn’t 
even an unhappy marriage. We loved 
them on most occasions and they loved 
us on most occasions. In fact, there was 

no them and no us, just US. 

They were US and we were THEM. That 
was our family and God had blessed us 
with an amazing group of people who 
loved Jesus. So why did we go when Eu-
gene clearly said no?

Well Eugene, we weren’t running away, 
though we were a little restless. 

We did at times have many conversa-
tions that seemed a little déjà vu but so 
were the jokes in my sermons after the 
first few years, so much so that someone 
had given me two books for my birthday 
once, 1001 Great Sermon Illustrations 
and Even Better Illustrations than 1001 
Great Sermon Illustrations.

I can’t guarantee the accuracy of the title 
of that second book, but you know what 
I mean. In the end, we could have stayed 
in Young. 

There are such good people who love 
Jesus and want to see others come into 
God’s kingdom and they are our friends. 

And we could have gone, which we did. 
We didn’t in the end go easily, but it was 
for equally valid reasons and to be hon-
est, they were quite subjective, like were 
we willing to live in Newcastle, me being 
a country hick and all. 

Would we cope with no backyard after 
living on an acre? Could I, especially I, 
have the administrative ability of over-
seeing two separate church facilities? 

Would this be good for our children? 
Would this be good for our marriage? 
Would this be good for who God has 

made us? Would it be good for the good 
news of Jesus, helpful to the denomina-
tion, and ultimately useful for service to 
the Kingdom of God? 

We thought a lot about these questions and 
we couldn’t give you an exact barometer on 
any one of them, only that these questions 
didn’t in the end deter us. To be truthful 
the reason we have ended up in Newcastle 
is the old clichéd ‘doors kept on opening’ 
that we thought would shut. 

On top of this, I was genuinely excited 
about coming to this ministry in New-
castle. At every turn, we thought to our-
selves, ‘It’s a long shot. These people don’t 
even know who we are.’ 

But the amazing thing is, after a few visits 
and a few meetings where things got slightly 
bristled, we and St Andrews Newcastle/St 
John’s Mayfield, got married. It’s our second 
marriage, but let’s not take the analogy too 
far! Our first Sunday was March 4 2018.

So what can we say, who wouldn’t want 
to come to this great city and serve with 
the Ravenhalls at St Andrew’s Civic Park 
and St John’s Mayfield? 

Coming to Uni? Coming for work? 
Coming just because you’re up for a 
change? Coming because this is the place 
to spend your last days for Jesus? We’d 
love you to partner in the work of the 
gospel with all of us here at St Andrew’s 
and St John’s. 

Rev Tim and Susan Ravenhall are min-
istering at St Andrew’s Cooks Hill and St 
John’s Mayfield. 
www.standrewsnewcastle.org.au

NO MATTER where you come from or where 
you choose to migrate, learning the local lan-
guage is key to settling into your new home and 
feeling like you belong to the wider community.

Recognising this, Harbourside Presbyterian 
Church (Coffs Harbour) opened the doors to its 
English as a second language class five years ago.

The Tuesday evening class, which has proven in-
valuable to many newcomers to the Coffs Coast, 
is so popular the church is adding a weekly class 
on Monday mornings to meet demand.

Program leader Hugo Vandenbos came to Austra-
lia from the Netherlands in the 1960s with a mini-
mal understanding of English.

"I know from personal experience how import-
ant it is for migrants to acquire a reasonable pro-
ficiency in the language of their adopted country 
as quickly as possible,” Mr Vandenbos said.

"Over the past four years, I estimate we've 
had students from up to 30 countries, includ-
ing north and central Africa, the Middle East, 
South-East Asia, Central America and western 
Europe."

Mr Vandenbos said the focus of the church's ESL 
program was on "conversational English" with the 
aim of helping new arrivals to Australia partici-
pate on a day-to-day basis in the local community.

The Tuesday evening class is ideal for those 
working or studying during the day, while it is 
anticipated the new Monday morning class will 
make it easier for those with difficulty travelling 
at night to attend a class.

The Monday class will offer a creche staffed by 
suitably qualified volunteers so parents with 
young children will be able to attend.

ESL ministry success at Harbourside

Leaving a church family well
BY TIM RAVENHALL
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CHRIST COLLEGE

say this every year, and I say it again – this year was our 
largest ever graduation.

There were 95 people receiving a total of 109 awards. We 
saw the first group to graduate in our chaplaincy program 
which is run in cooperation with Jericho Road.

We give thanks to how God has continued to bless us with 
this growth. But whether this continues is to be seen. For we are 
living in a rapidly changing world, and not only is the church in 
decline, but this is also becoming true of theological education. 
This fits with our mission for Christ College.

Our mission is to glorify God by preparing leaders for God’s 
church and its gospel-centred mission in the world, enabling 
God’s people to live for Christ in all of life.

We believe that the church is central to God’s plans for his world. 
Church leadership is therefore at the core of what we do. But the 
church is not an end in itself. It is through the church that God’s 
people bless God’s world in all spheres of life. And that is what is 
happening in our graduates.

Our graduates are ministering in a variety of contexts. Some 
are assistants in large churches, some are seeking revitalization 
in very small congregations – but through these ministries our 
church leaders are seeking to equip all Christian people to min-
ister in every sphere of life. Our tag line is Christ for all of life, for 
ministry is to be broadly defined.

Of those graduating, some are seeking their primary ministry in 
churches, but others see it in prison, in hospital, with sex work-
ers, in high schools, in theological colleges, as full time mums, 
and as active retirees. They minister in places such as New York, 
Vanuatu and Tasmania. They communicate in English, Manda-
rin, Arabic and in Auslan. 

But regardless of where they are ministering it is a rapidly 
changing world. No longer is our society living in the days of 
post-modern relativism. A decade ago, Christians were large-
ly ignored. You had your truth, I had mine, and as long as we 
tolerated each other we could co-exist. Christians were seen as 
irrelevant, but we were not perceived as dangerous.

But that has changed. We now live in a society that is pursuing an 
utopian ideal.

This utopian ideal is a world in which everyone is equal. Equality 
is defined by what you are allowed to do. No obstacle should 
stand in your way. But Christians have never understood equal-
ity by what we can do. We understand equality by who we are as 
made in the image of God.  

The utopian world sees the individual as having ultimate rights – 
whether to abort an unwanted life or to terminate a painful life. And 
yet Christians have never seen individual rights in such terms. 

On our university campuses, a place where freedom of speech 
brings radical new ideas, for the first time in my memory, the uto-

pian ideal does not allow such freedom if it offends a certain group 
of society. And we have a Gospel that is offensive at so many levels.

And the greatest social force that stands in the way of this societal 
utopia is the church. 

No longer are we just ridiculed. We stand in the way of society’s 
ideals. No longer is Christianity sidelined, tolerated or even ignored. 
Its public expression needs to be suppressed at best, and eradicated 
and worst for it comes from a theistic authoritative world view. The 
future will be tough as society pursues its utopian ideal. 

Not only has the world changed in these societal views, but it has 
also changed educationally. We are educating students who have 
never known a world without the internet. The way that young 
people learn – whether in our college or in our churches, has 
also changed. Our society is no longer concerned with amassing 
information. We do not carry our knowledge in our heads any 
more but in our pocket. If we need to know something, we pull 
out our brain’s trust from our pocket and Google it. Education 
is no longer just about amassing facts. We live in an information 
rich world.

It's into these contexts that we are seeking to train leaders for God’s 
church and God’s world for the next generation. 

We have done a lot of work on curriculum reform. No longer are 
we ministering in a Christian or even a post-Christian world. Our 
leaders need to be trained in how to think – in ethics and apologet-
ics. They need to know how to interpret the Bible amidst an array of 
every sort of teaching on the internet. The equipment for leadership 
in the church as a Christian will require different training and we 
are working very hard to address that. 

Ultimately, our training is not so much about teaching subject mat-
ter, but about training people. Cognitive knowledge is important, 
but so is performative knowledge – knowing how to do various 
functions. Probably even more important is behavioural knowledge 
– knowing how to live as a Christian leader in God’s church and 
God’s world. It is behavioural leadership that will make or break any 
ministry, and it so critical that this sort of knowledge is addressed 
and engendered from a Reformed theological perspective.

This is the world into which our graduates will enter. But not only 
them – but all of us.

Thank you for your ongoing support of Christ College. In these 
days, more than ever, we need well-trained Christian leaders in 
our church and in our world, and we thank you for how you sup-
port us in that task as we seek to train the next generation of lead-
ers for a rapidly changing world. 

And finally, we give our congratulations to each one of our gradu-
ates. May God continue to use you to his glory, in his church and 
in his world.

The above text is an edited transcript of the Principal’s Report 
given on the night of Christ College’s 2018 Graduation ceremony.
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G,S&C

he same-sex marriage decision 
last year continues to spawn 
widespread discussion among 
Christians as we grapple with the 
implications of the change.

The church’s Gospel, Society and 
Culture committee moved soon 
after the decision to organise the 
inaugural day-long Navigate conference, 
held in March.

Eight experienced Christian leaders and 
thinkers addressed more than 120 peo-
ple at Christ College, Sydney.

Conference speakers heard about the so-
cial and cultural developments coming 
from same-sex marriage, and the impact 
on Christian ministry.

John McClean, convener of the GSC 
Committee and Christ College lectur-
er, told the conference the redefinition 
of marriage is a signal of wider cultural 
changes that have been developing for 
the last 50 years, and longer. But the re-
definition is also “a ‘landmark’: a place 
where we can pause, and carefully look 
around at what is going on in our cul-
tural landscape. As we look around, we 
can see the rise of a ‘post-post-Christian’ 
pagan culture.”

Other speakers addressed pastoral and 
legal issues, including freedom of faith 
and speech.

Rosaria Butterfield, author, speaker, 
homemaker and former professor of 
English spoke live from North Carolina 
about reaching out to the LGBT commu-
nity, a theme continued by Peter Thomp-
son, who is Minister of Southern Cross 
Presbyterian Church, Lismore.

Dan Strange, Principal of Oakhill Theo-
logical College, speaking live from 
London about the theological issues, 
challenged the conference to develop 
long-term strategies to take on import-
ant issues like same-sex marriage, eutha-
nasia and abortion.

Other speakers were:
• Peter Jensen, former Anglican 
Archbishop of Sydney and Gener-
al Secretary of GAFCON(Global 
Anglican Future Conference);
• Michael Kellahan, Executive 
Director of Freedom for Faith, 
outlining the political and legal 
landscape;

• Peter Currie, Minister of Woonona 
Presbyterian Church, on preaching;
• Sandy McMillan, Minister of Drummoyne 
Presbyterian Church and GSC Committee 
member, who chaired workshops. 

Videos of the talks are available on re-
quest to John McClean jmcclean@christ-
college.edu.au. Copies of the GS&C’s 
Marriage Matters Bible Studies are avail-
able by emailing 
gsc2016events@gmail.com.

Other resources include the following 
books available from Reformers Book-
shop reformers.com.au

Glynn Harrison, A Better Story: God, Sex 
and Human Flourishing 

Ed Shaw, Plausibility Problem: The Church 
and Same-Sex Attraction 

Dan Strange mentioned an essay that set out a 
plan to normalise homosexuality, “The Over-
hauling of Straight America.” You can read 
that essay here: http://library.gayhomeland.
org/0018/EN/EN_Overhauling_Straight.htm

The authors of the essay, Marshall Kirk 
and Hunter Madsen, then wrote a book 
on the same topic: After the Ball: How 
America Will Conquer Its Fear and Ha-
tred of Gays in the 90's. 

Rosaria Butterfield, The Secret Thoughts 
of an Unlikely Convert: An English Profes-
sor's Journey into Christian Faith. 

Rosaria Butterfield, Openness Unhindered: 
Further Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert 
on Sexual Identity and Union with Christ 

Rosaria's new book, The Gospel Comes 
with a House Key: Practicing Radically Or-
dinary Hospitality in Our Post-Christian 
World is due for release in April this year.

John McClean, in a follow-up article 
published on The Gospel Coalition 
Australia website (co-sponsors of the 
Navigate conference), said Australia 
was increasingly becoming a ‘post-post-
Christian pagan’ nation.

“I grew up being told that Western cul-
ture was trading on a Christian heritage 
without appreciating it,’’ he said. “That is 
still true in terms of the structures and 
institutions of society. But in terms of 
worldview there is almost nothing left 
on which to trade.

“Most of the opinion leaders and cul-
ture shapers in the West are not reacting 
against a culture which has been shaped 
by Christianity; they, largely, know noth-
ing about the Christian past. Our society, 
at least on cultural leading edges is post-
post-Christian.

“By ‘pagan’, I mean that people operate 
without any overarching, coherent reli-
gion or worldview.”

Mr McClean said Australian mainstream 
culture had no real underlying tradition 
but rather it is pluralistic and relativistic. 

“Just about anything goes,” he said.

“Diversity is celebrated above every-
thing. Like the ancient pagans who wor-
shipped many gods and so had no uni-
fied ethic, we have no consistent point of 
view which commands loyalty.

“The result is that we live in an ethical-
ly erratic era. The #MeToo movement 
has developed in the industry which 
has always pushed the boundaries to sell 
sex. We spend huge amounts of money 
to save the lives of premmie babies (for 
which I am glad) while doctors recom-
mend terminations for embryos which 
may have a defect. We campaign against 
suicide and adopt Physician Assisted 
Suicide. This is the deep confusion and 
inconsistency of modern paganism.

“If there is any consistency at all, it 
comes from a commitment to individ-
ualistic hedonism. We pursue pleasure; 
and I chase my pleasure.

“The Christian message that Jesus is the 
redeemer and Lord of the whole universe, 
and of every life: life is about him, not us; 
it doesn’t fit modern paganism at all.”

BEYOND SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
BY JOHN MCCLEAN

FOLLOWING ON...

JOHN MCCLEAN

T
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Dave* lives in the old and remote
goldmining town of Mt Magnet,
WA, where many people struggle
with substance abuse, community
dysfunction, and physical and
mental health challenges. 

There must be more to life, Dave
thought – so he started looking for
answers to his deep questions about
life and the Bible.

He asked the local Freemasons, but
they couldn’t answer his questions –
however, by God’s grace, they
pointed him next door to see
Surendra Wesley at Mt Magnet
Presbyterian Church.

For more than a year now, Dave and
Surendra have been sitting down
together to read God’s Word every
Wednesday morning. During this
time, Dave’s life has begun to
change. In fact, the changes in his
behaviour have been so noticeable
that people in the community have
started to ask: What’s happened to
him?

As an Aboriginal man, Dave has
been involved in many government
programs to help him. But he’ll tell
you the thing that’s truly made a
difference to him is the Gospel of
Jesus. Dave has many life
challenges, but as Surendra has
lovingly, diligently and clearly read
the Word with him, Dave has
grasped the Good News and his life
is being transformed.

In Mt Magnet, and other places
where Presbyterian Inland Mission
works, people like Dave face many
difficulties. Only the Gospel can
bring real and lasting change. 

The opportunity to share the Gospel
as Surendra has with Dave, is a great
example of the model of evangelism
that focuses on building relationships.

That’s why, with your help, PIM is
seeking to expand the Sunday
School program in Mt Magnet – to
build relationships with local
children and help them come to
know Jesus while they’re still young.

LIVES HAVE BEEN CHANGED BY JESUS’ LOVE  – THANKS
TO FRIENDS LIKE YOU

The Sunday School program in Mt Magnet is ready for expansion. 

It’s the changes in people like Dave
that shows why this spiritual rescue
mission is so important. It’s why we
drive all the miles and live and work
in isolated places.

Together, by expanding the Sunday
School program in Mt Magnet and
driving miles to reach people like
Dave, we’ll see the love of Jesus
change more lives forever.

“Go out to the roads and country
lanes and compel them to come in,
so that my house will be full.”
Luke 14:23 (NIV)

*Name changed for privacy reasons.
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PIM

$

CONTACT PRESBYTERIAN INLAND MISSION
Presbyterian Inland Mission

PO Box 287, Woori Yallock VIC 3139
T: 03 9005 8256  E: admin@pim.org.au W: www.pim.org.au

Presbyterian Inland Mission (PIM)

Yes! I want to go the extra mile to help reach more lost people for Jesus. Here’s my gift to reach and
disciple people for Christ in Australia’s remotest regions.

Enclosed is my gift of $______________ by:

CHEQUE or        MONEY ORDER (made out to “Presbyterian Inland Mission” enclosed)

CREDIT CARD Visa MasterCard

Card Number   Expiry Date _____ / _____

Print Name (as it appears on your card) _____________________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________  Daytime Phone Number ___________________

Email __________________________________________________________

MY GIFT TO HELP REACH MORE PEOPLE FOR CHRIST IN REMOTE AUSTRALIA

IT’S RELATIONSHIP THAT DRIVES US
It’s that commitment to relationship that always drives
us – that sees us going the extra mile beyond the fringe.
And that’s to reach people who are often forgotten in
some of the remotest regions of Australia.

At Presbyterian Inland Mission, it’s
all for  one reason. To share the
Gospel far and wide, so even the
most isolated Australians can
come into a life-changing
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

It’s been our mission since 1912.
And to us, it will always be worth
driving for. 

Help reach the remotest
regions of Australia for
Christ. Give now:
—  Online at www.pim.org.au

—  Phone 03 9005 8256

—  Return the reply form below to:
“Presbyterian Inland Mission”
PO Box 287, Woori Yallock,
VIC 3139
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I’m in the second year of my METRO traineeship at Southern Cross Presbyterian 
Church in Lismore and I’m being trained to lead others to take steps in following 
Christ as I grow doing the same. In a typical week, a large part of my training com-
prises spending time reading, praying, and preparing for the times I’m with people. 
The people I meet with include two high school lunchtime groups, youth on Friday 
nights, my gospel community, music teams, my neighbours, my trainer Pete, and a 
handful of one-to-ones with young and older blokes. I'm thankful to also have training 
and opportunities to preach God's word some Sundays.

In 2018 and 2019 I'm being trained with the Australian Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (AFES) at Macquarie University. It's a joy to spend time each week read-
ing the bible with students and praying together with them. I'm blessed to have 
many opportunities to encourage students to reach out to their friends and others 
with the good news of Jesus. My prayer is that, under God's hand, I'll see many 
young men and women established as evangelists during my time at Macquarie. 
METRO has been exceptionally helpful in enabling me to do this training, and I'm 
excited about the possibility of using these skills I'm learning to help bless the church in future. 
Epping Presbyterian is my home church. I'm looking forward to continuing to grow and serve 
alongside my church family there while I'm training with AFES as well.

This year I am taking the opportunity to learn about serving God and his people by 
doing a METRO Apprenticeship at Woonona Presbyterian Community Church. At 
the same time as I am learning the practical aspects of ministry at my church I am 
attending Youthworks College two days a week at their Newtown Campus, learn-
ing to understand God's word better and focusing on how to teach it in youth and 
young adults. It's been a real blessing to practically learn about sharing the Gospel at 
my local church. As well as being part of the Youth Ministry team and helping to run 
Youth group and weekly Bible studies for teens, I am getting to facilitate one-to-one
Bible reading, and helping teach SRE at Woonona High School with my local SREBoard.

In 2018-19 I’ll be serving as a ministry apprentice with Bathurst Christian Students, 
the AFES group at Charles Sturt University in Bathurst. Our aim is to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus on campus and to equip students to be confident in living out 
their faith when they head into the workplace after university. I have started to meet 
up one-to-one with several young men including Christians and non-Christians. My 
prayer and plan is to read the Bible once a week with each of them. I am also running a 
weekly creche during the women’s Bible studies for Bathurst Presbyterian Church, teach-
ing a Scripture class at Bathurst South Public School and leading evangelism on campus.
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“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others." 
2  T I M O T H Y  2 : 2

More of the METRO
Sponsored Apprentices for 2018
This year is proving to be a very encouraging time for METRO. The Presbyterian Church has more apprentices being sponsored by 
METRO than for many years. This edition of the Pulse features four more of our apprentices. The Lord continues to provide labour-
ers for the harvest field. Our apprentices are gaining ministry experience in local Presbyterian Churches as well as on university 
campuses. It is great for the Presbyterian Church to have more representation on university campus ministry and even more im-
portant is the gospel work these apprentices are engaged in amongst students. We need to remember to pray that as our apprentices 
work in their local churches and among university students, sharing the good news, that the Holy Spirit will use our apprentices to 
bring new people into the family of God’s family.

SAM
HERD

STEPHANIE
ADAMS

MATT
ESTHERBY

HOSEA
LUY
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APPRENT ICE TRA INER /CO - TRA INER CHURCH

Jake Arnold Martin Shadwick/Matt Crocker Wallsend Presbyterian/AFES

Sam Herd Pete Thompson Southern Cross Presbyterian

Caitlin McMillan Jeanette Chin/Brett Richardson
City Central Presbyterian Church, 

Wollongong/AFES

Anastasia (Stacey) Slater Jon Blyth
St Aidan’s Presbyterian Church, 

WaggaWagga

Keith Wiencke Paul Sheely Albury Presbyterian

Luke Murray Rob Copland/Brett Richardson
City Central Presbyterian Church, 

Wollongong/AFES

Hosea Luy Andrew Sennett Bathurst Presbyterian/AFES

Kevin Ma Michael Nhieu Chapel Hill Presbyterian Rozelle

Emily Barcham Clare Merkel Bathurst Presbyterian

Matt Estherby Daland Proudfoot Woonona Presbyterian

Oscar White Peter Huxley Wauchope Presbyterian

Stephanie Adams Scott Warner/Kamal Weerakoon Epping Presbyterian/AFES

Chloe Muscat Gordon Coleman/Jeanette Chin
AlbionPark-Shellharbour Presbyterian 

Church/AFES

Please pray for our 2018 apprentices, and their trainers and co-trainers.

David Bell
Convener
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Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

The Australian Presbyterian World Mission exists to glorify God by facilitating
the spread of the gospel to people overseas and Aborigines within Australia.

www.apwm.org.au 81 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134 (02) 8073 7490 national@apwm.org.au
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Aboriginal ministry is hard work. Very hard work. Just ask Rick 
and Kayleen Manton who have recently completed 20 years of 
service with the Mount Druitt Indigenous Church. They have 
experienced joys as they have seen people come to Christ, and 
heartbreak as they have witnessed people they know well turn 
their back on Jesus.

There have been some very bright points in the history between 
Australian Christians from a European background. However 
there have also been some very damaging times. There were 
times when the Church implemented Government policies that 
had terrible consequences for Aboriginals — think of the Stolen 
Generation and the role that the church played in carrying 
out Government policy. However, despite our sinfulness 
and weakness God in His great mercy has reached out to the 
Aboriginal community so that there have been a number of 
times when there has been a movement of the Holy Spirit 
leading many to a genuine faith in Christ.

There is a growing realisation among non-Aboriginal Australian 
Christians that past policies have done considerable harm. How 
should we as Christians respond?

First, we need to recognise that we don’t always give Aboriginal 
ministry the attention that it deserves. It is very easy to be 
concerned about ministry either in our own backyard or overseas 
but then turn a blind eye to the needs of the Aboriginal people. 
Kayleen Manton tells the story of a time when her uncle was at a 
missions gathering some years ago. There was a lot of discussion 
about reaching the lost who lived overseas. At one point her uncle 
stood up and said “You white fellas talk all about those who live 
in other countries and how they need to hear about Christ. But 
what about us? What about reaching out to the Aboriginals here 
in Australia? We need to hear about Christ.”

Second, we need to pray. We know we should but do we do it? Do 
we pray in our church services? Do we pray in our small groups? 
Do we pray as individuals? Government policies will not change 
all of the many challenges faced by the Australian Aboriginal 
population today. Like the rest of us, they need the change of heart 
that only Christ can bring. We must pray for them!

Third, we should support this ministry with our financial 

resources. In July this year, Rick and Kayleen will return from 
long service leave, and will start the next phase of their ministry. 
The exact details are yet to be worked out, but the plan is that 
they will continue to serve with APWM, but with a different 
focus. APWM is committed to supporting them financially as 
they engage in ministry with the wider Aboriginal community 
doing such things as:

• Conducting training at Bimbadeen Aboriginal College in 
Cootamundra, NSW

• Preaching conferences
• Outreach activities
• Providing Pastoral Care for Aboriginal Pastors

But we need help to meet this financial commitment. Of all our 
Partner Church missionaries, Rick and Kayleen are the least well-
supported. Their current support level stands at just 26%, and 
the shortfall is taken out of APWM general funds. But that is 
not sustainable. We’d love to have many people join the Manton’s 
support team in prayer as well as finances. This ministry is often 
a very “quiet” ministry – it may not appear to produce results that 
can be measured in numbers or in spectacular outcomes. But it’s 
a ministry in which the gospel is declared, and God will give the 
increase in His way and in His time. Will you partner with us in 
this ministry? If so, please get in touch with our office – email 
office@apwm.org.au or phone (02) 8073 7490.

Rick and Kayleen Manton: Definitely NOT Retiring!

Rick and Kayleen Manton
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Calling All Teachers!
A family serving in cross cultural mission 
often faces hard choices when their eldest 
child approaches the end of their primary 
school education. How do they provide 
a secondary education for their children 
when the local options won’t adequately 
equip them to qualify for tertiary 
education in Australia?

One way to assist such families is for 
teachers from Australia to go to the field 
and serve these families by teaching in 
a mission run school. This enables the 
families to remain on the field and be 
even more effective.

In 2018-2019 (i.e. now) Bingham 
Academy, a SIM associated school in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia needs two English 
teachers, a teacher for French and a 
teacher for Geography.

But these needs exist beyond Ethiopia. 
Schools associated with SIM alone (by 
no means the only evangelical mission 
schools) are currently praying for:

19 Upper Elementary teachers
25 Lower Elementary teachers
5 school directors
24 administrators and support staff
19 Music teachers
15 Art teachers
25 Information Technology teachers
55 English Second Language teachers
18 Special Education teachers
15 Maths teachers
24 Science teachers
13 Bible and RE teachers
20 English teachers
13 Language teachers (mainly French)
20 Social Science teachers,
26 Physical Education teachers

And that is by no means all!

Perhaps God is leading you to fill some 
of these needs. If you’d like to know 
more then please get in touch with the 
APWM office.

Preparing to Serve
The following people are preparing to 
serve with APWM and are currently 
raising partnership support. Please 
contact the National Office if you would 
like to partner with them.

Ruth Davies (Mount Stuart Church, 
Tasmania, SIM Thailand) Ruth will be 
teaching English to university students at 
a Christian outreach called ‘The Centre’.

C and N (St John’s, Bendigo, Victoria, 
Interserve, South East Asia) C and N will 
initially be studying the local language 
and culture and will eventually be 
serving among the local people.

Adi and Jennifer Grocott (Burwood, 
NSW, ECM, Romania) Adi and Jennifer 
will be seeking to encourage and equip the 
local church leaders in sharing the gospel 
with children in their communities.

Our Newest Partner 
Church: from 0 to 
139 in 20 years!
Twenty years ago the Presbyterian Church 
of Ethiopia had no congregations. Today 
there are 139 congregations and the 
church keeps growing. This church has 
just become our newest Partner Church.

A handful of the congregations are 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s bustling 
capital city. The vast majority of the 
congregations are in Ethiopia’s rural and 
regional centres. Here they show the love 
of Christ by providing clean water from 
bores, by running schools, by running 
health programs and so on. 

This is the church with whom APWM 
National missionary, Motor Yat, serves.

The Bible: In Our 
Own Language!
I recently read a biography of William 
Tyndale, the man whom God used to 
shape the English language translation 
of the Bible. At one point the biographer 
asked a striking question: “Can you 
imagine what it must have been like to 
hold a Bible in English in your hands for 
the very first time?” That must have been 
a thrilling moment. What a difference 
that made in the lives of millions!

For a number of years the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia has sponsored the 
translation of the Bible into Tetun, the heart 
language of many of the people of Timor 
Leste. At the moment only parts of the 
Bible are available. Imagine the day when 
our East Timorese brothers and sisters will 
finally hold the completed Tetun Bible in 
their hands. What a joy that will be! 

It is a slow process and money is needed 
for this translation to continue to 
completion. Can you help? If you would 
like to help this important project please 
use our contact details to make a gift.

Kevin Murray

Congratulations 
Doctor Dekker!
Please join with John and Kara Dekker 
(APWM National, Vanuatu) in praising 
God for the successful completion of John’s 
doctorate which was conferred on March 
14 in a ceremony at Christ College. John’s 
thesis was on the portrayal of women in 
1 Samuel and his supervisor was Dr Greg 
Goswell. APWM thanks Christ College for 
its partnership in John’s studies.

APWM missionary Rob Handicott, teacher at 
Bingham Academy in Addis Ababa, catching 

up with Motor Yat in November last year.

Adi and Jennifer Grocott

Children at a school run by the 
Presbyterian Church of Ethiopia

Members of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Timor Leste

The Rev Dr John Dekker
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JERICHO ROAD

Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work 
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are 
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.
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regear Presbyterian Preschool is a community based 
preschool that caters to children ages three to five years 
old and is part of the ministry of Tregear Presbyterian 
Community Church. The preschool has been serving 
the local community in excess of 40 years and over 
the years has been recognised for its positive impact 

and contribution in the community. It has been known for the 
provision of high quality education and care while keeping 
the fees low, providing free preschool transport service, free 
speech therapy program and its commitment to provide help 
and support to a large number of vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children. They provide an inclusive early childhood program that 
meets all of the children’s needs regardless of varying abilities, 
culture and family circumstances. Educators and staff at the 
preschool have always viewed their work with these children as 
being the “hands and feet of Jesus”.

They have just completed a wonderfully exciting rebuilding of 
their playground, where children were involved in the planning 
of the play space design. Their new yard includes running water, 
lots of sand, hills, quiet areas and a veggie patch and with lots of 
shade sails and trees – it is such a great place for stimulating play. 

Maryann Webb, co-founder of ProjectKIN had been talking 
with Jericho Road CEO Elizabeth McClean about distributing 
Play and Learn packs from ProjectKIN through communities 
Jericho Road works with. Tregear Presbyterian Preschool was 
suggested and when contact was made, the Director of the 
centre was thrilled. The staff had been praying about gifts for the 
children at Christmas but had no way to make that happen. All 
she could say was, “You are an answer to prayer!”.

So, on December 8 2017, Project KIN directors, Maryann Webb 
and Margaret Mayger with community liaison volunteer, Brooke 
Mitchell headed out to Tregear. They talked with many of the 
80 children as they played in their new wonderful yard and 
also met many of the parents who were there for the Christmas 
celebration. After all the fun and engaging Quiz Worx puppet 

show, each of the 80 children were presented with their own 
Play and Learn pack. Their excitement and joy as they explored 
all that was in their pack was so rewarding for the Project KIN 
team. These photos were captured so that the joy and excitement 
felt on the day could be shared with the Project KIN volunteer 
community which extends across Australia. The parents were 
equally moved and touched by the generous gifts. Many said they 
had had special dolls like this as children, often made by mum or 
Nana, so they brought back many happy memories for them too. 
To know a volunteer had handmade the doll specially for their 
child was very encouraging and uplifting for the community of 
parents and carers present. 

Project KIN is a volunteer charity set up in 2016 to provide Play 
and Learn packs for disadvantaged children, which includes 
children living in poverty, escaping domestic violence, fractured 
families, refugees and asylum seekers. Each individual back pack 
contains a beautiful handmade doll, either a boy or girl, fully 
clothed with their own backpack, a cuddle blanket to wrap the 
doll, a story book called ‘Imagine if you had a Friend,’ an activity 
book that complements the story book with a more overt 
Christian message that God loves them, coloured pencils and a 
book mark to promote further reading in the home. The girl dolls 
have hair ties and the boys have a little finger puppet. The pack is 
designed to involve the whole family with ideas to help and equip 
parents in the home. The dolls, their clothes, the blankets are all 
handmade by more than 450 volunteers all around Australia. All 
patterns and tutorial resources are accessible from the ‘Project 
KIN Volunteer’ Facebook community group. It is amazing to see 
how individual each of the dolls are.

Project KIN always welcomes anyone who can sew, knit or crochet 
to volunteer to help produce the dolls and accessories within the 
packs. Knowing the joy and comfort these items bring to children 
who are facing challenges and trauma in their lives is very rewarding. 

Go to www.projectkin.org or ‘Project Kin Volunteers’ on 
Facebook to see how you can help. 

PROJECT KIN GOES TO TREGEAR 
PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL

DECEMBER 2017
AN ANSWER TO PRAYER!

T
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Have you ever 
asked yourself

these questions?

Jericho Road has partnered with Christ College to offer a short program that explores these and 
other questions. Spread across five days during the semester, it is particularly designed for those 
who are wanting to explore chaplaincy or are wanting to volunteer in some kind of chaplaincy 
setting. Whether it is offering pastoral care in your local church, hospitals, aged care facilities or 
elsewhere, this program hopes to better equip you in your care of others.

This program is also accredited by the NSW Civil Chaplains Advisory Committee, and thus enables 
you to volunteer as a Pastoral Carer in NSW Hospitals upon completion.

For more details, visit our website at christcollege.edu.au/jericho-road 
or contact Rev. Ian Schoonwater at ischoonwater@jerichoroad.org.au

Ian Schoonwater lectures in Christ College’s Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care Program. He is the 
Senior Chaplain for Jericho Road and has been working in chaplaincy ministry since 2008. Prior to 
his chaplaincy ministry, Ian pastored churches in country NSW. His postgraduate work was in the 
areas of Chaplaincy and he is currently undertaking studies in the area of Professional Supervision.

INTRODUCTORY PROGRAM IN PASTORAL CARE

What is pastoral care?

Why should Christians be 
involved in pastoral care?

How do I think theologically 
about pastoral care?

How can I develop character, strategies 
and skills in caring well for others?

What can I do for those experiencing 
grief, loss and death?

How do I look after myself when 
helping others in their distress?
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Special Religious Education (SRE) previously known as ‘Scripture’ is the time set aside in public schools where parents can choose to 
have their children educated in the faith of their family and cultural background. The NSW Education Act (1990) allows for the local 
community to make this contribution to public education, approved providers (denominations or independent individual churches) 
are responsible for developing age appropriate lessons, training and authorisation of their teachers.

The Christian SRE program takes various forms in different 
schools and regions. In major NSW cities and surrounding re-
gions, individual denominations, (e.g. Catholic, Orthodox), of-
ten provide specific denominational class options for students. In 
many other schools, Churches often unite their efforts to deliver a 
common agreed curriculum, in combined Christian SRE classes. 
Christian SRE teachers are people from local Christian churches. 
These SRE teachers are all skilled and trained. 

Some are paid, most are volunteers. All SRE teachers have manda-
tory working with Children checks and child protection training 
(breaking the silence training from the Conduct Protocol Unit), as 
well as ongoing training in classroom management, lesson prepa-
ration and appropriate use of approved curriculum materials. Of 
the 10,000 Christian SRE teachers, there are approximately 400 
Presbyterian teachers in combined SRE.
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The findings and recommendations of the Department of 
Education’s independent review of SRE released in 2017, 
have been a catalyst for all key stakeholders and all major 
religions, to celebrate the positive feedback and commit to 
ongoing improvement, so that SRE continues to provide 
quality faith formation for public education in our multi-
cultural, multi-faith society. 

The 2017 SRE Review findings highlighted how SRE contrib-
utes to students’ understanding of their cultural heritage, is 
an avenue for their spiritual care, builds tolerance in schools, 
promotes multiculturalism, contributes to a well-rounded 

education, and connects schools with their local community. 
All areas of SRE teaching were reviewed and the Presbyterian 
Church performed well in meeting standards of teaching and 
record keeping.

For more information about SRE contact Roslyn Deal (Director 
SRE, Presbyterian Youth 02 85674700)

We encourage you to visit the Christian SRE Facebook 
page for regularly updated information about ChristianSRE  
www.facebook.com/ChristianSREnsw

• 430K young people  
are involved in SRE

• 90% of SRE is Christian  
(101 providers, 87 Christian)

• over 11K SRE teachers in total
• new implementation procedures for 

best practice coming out of SRE review 
to be implemented 2019 eg
• dispute resolution process for parents 

at local level
• training standards, including age  

appropriateness and sensitivity
• use of technology

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN SRE?

NSW GOVERNMENT REVIEW OF SRE
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he history of camping in the PCNSW is the story of how 
thousands of lives were changed with a single gift. 

Margaret Friend died at Leura in 1933, at 80 years of age.

The memorial service held at Thornleigh was attended 
by many local residents and members of various fel-

lowships, and she was fondly remembered for her devotion to 
the Lord, her philanthropy and humanitarian works (as well as 
her work with the Presbyterian Fellowship Union, she had been 
President of the Thornleigh-Beecroft Red Cross for many years). 

In her last Will and Testament, by far her most generous bequest 
was to give her home, Windyhaugh, and all the surrounding 
land to the Presbyterian Fellowship Union.

She lived a quiet, private life, but her dedication, especially in 
the last 20-30 years of her life, to see young people won for the 
gospel resonates to this day.

As we draw near to the centenary of Margaret Friend’s first gift 
of land to the PFU (August 23 1919), PYNSW is preparing to 
release a coffee table book - "Think Christ. Live Christ - A histo-
ry of camping in the Presbyterian Church in NSW 1888-2018".

We are grateful for the support and help of the Ferguson Library, 
and that of dozens of people whose lives have been impacted 
by camps run by PY and its predecessor organisations: PFA and 
PFU, for their provision of their stories and photos.

With any history, it’s the personal stories that make it rich. We 
have access to lots of dates, facts and figures, but what we really 
want to include in this book are your stories. What did you learn 
about Jesus at camps? Who did you meet? How did PY camps 
change your Christian life?

If you have particular memories of PY camps that you would 
like to share – with or without your photos - please send them to 
history@pynsw.org.au.

Some historical quotes that you will see in the book:

“The Christmas and Easter Camps form, in my opinion, one of the 
most valuable features of our Fellowship Union’s activities.” 
Rev. John Waugh, from ‘History of Camp Conferences, Summer 
Schools and Camp Site, Thornleigh’, 1927

“There are hundreds of young people (some not now so young) oc-
cupying positions of leadership in the Church and in the State — 
many ministers, some missionaries, many office-bearers — who 
received their first full understanding of the claims of Christ on 
them at some camp.” from ‘A Cavalcade of Youth’, 1934

“Many people think that no fellowshipper has lived until he has been 
to a camp.” Dale Hinde, Camping Convener 1970 annual report

Indeed, camps have been a crucial part of the Presbyterian 
Church's Youth Ministry for well over a century. Whether in 
district groups around the state, or in larger, centralised gather-
ings, young people over the decades have greatly benefited from 
spending time learning from the Bible with their peers.

Many have gone on to a lifetime of ministry in the Presbyterian 
Church as a result. 
 
The volume will be a celebration of God’s goodness to the Pres-
byterian Church in NSW through the ministry of camping in 
general, and the spectacular fruit borne by the generosity of one 
woman - Margaret Friend - in particular. 

If you would like to pre-order a copy of the book for the advance 
price of $49.95, please contact the PYNSW office on 8567 4700.

Think Christ. 
Live Christ.
A history of camping in  
the NSW Presbyterian Church 
1888 – 2018

Looking back.
 Looking forward.
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Charles Spurgeon, widely hailed as the “Prince of  Preachers,” 
is well known for his powerful preaching, gifted mind, and 
compelling personality. Over the course of  nearly four decades 
at London’s famous New Park Street Chapel and Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, Spurgeon preached and penned words that contin-
ue to resonate with God’s people today.

Organized around the main beliefs that undergirded his minis-
try—the centrality of  Christ, the importance of  the new birth, 
the indwelling of  the Spirit, and the necessity of  the Bible—
this introduction to Spurgeon’s life and thought will challenge 
readers to live their lives for the glory of  God.

Responsible for a veritable torrent of  words, most of  
which remain in print a dozen decades after his death, he 
is one of  the great Christian authors of  the nineteenth 
century. And it is only right, therefore, that he be known 
and read by that wide audience of  evangelicals who love 
his Savior. This book is a tremendous place to start: a 
draft of  refreshment from deep Spurgeonic wells—just 

what is needed in our day.”

- Michael A. G. Haykin

BONHOEFFER

WESLEYLUTHER SCHAEFFER

EDWARDS

OWEN PACKER

CALVIN

NEWTON

BAVINCK

WARFIELD

AUGUSTINE LLOYD-JONESLEWIS

Buy 2 or more books from the “Theologians on the Christian Life” series and receive 
25% off those titles! Use discount code “TOCL”. Offer available until 31 August 2018.

$23.99

$23.99$21.99 $21.99

$22.99

$24.99 $22.99

$23.99
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$21.99
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L A S T  W O R D  W I T H  P E T E R  B A R N E S

TEN YEARS  on the
BACK PAGE

(with apologies to our longtime writer for being moved OFF the back page for this one edi-
tion, to allow for our commemorative cover)
    

here are a few ways of looking at someone who has hogged the back page of the Pulse 
for 10 years. It could be that the Last Word is the equivalent of the back page of the 
Telegraph, which is usually devoted to rugby league or the cricket, and is often more 
accurate than the rest of the paper, although perhaps less significant. Or one might quote 
the words of Edgar Allan Poe, and wish they were true: ‘All works of art should begin … 
at the end.’

In reality, it is just the back page, and at its best, however rare that may be, it signifies that 
God has the last word.

The Last Word is meant to be an exposition of Scripture as the Word of God. Ten years ago 
the first topic was John 1:1-18, the incarnation of the eternal Word of God. 

At the moment we are looking at the prophet Elijah, who ministered in times of declension 
and apostasy. All this is meant to be an acknowledgment that God speaks to every situation 
in every culture at every time. ‘Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven’ (Ps.119:89). 
And on earth too, for that matter. The gospel is eternal (Rev.14:6), for the Lamb has, in the 
mind of the Father, been slain from the foundation of the world (Rev.13:8).

Much of the Pulse is devoted, rightly so, to what the people of God are doing at home and 
abroad. That provides ideas and material for prayer, and gives each one of us an awareness 
that the kingdom is far greater than the little patch in which we labour. This is food for our 
souls, albeit in a different way to hearing or reading Scripture. All kinds of ingredients are 
necessary for a full meal.

The Last Word is testimony to our belief that God speaks to us through His Word. The Lord 
is in His holy temple, and all the earth should keep silence before Him (Hab.2:20). ‘Be silent 
in the presence of the Lord God; for the day of the Lord is at hand, for the Lord has prepared 
a sacrifice; He has invited His guests’ (Zeph.1:7).

After the first six seals are opened in Revelation 6-7 there is silence in heaven for half an hour 
before the seventh one is opened (Rev.8:1). In the judgment there will be no haggling and no 
frantic human activity; every mouth will be stopped (Rom.3:19), and the last Word will be 
uttered. The saints can be a noisy lot in praise (Ps.150: Rev.14:2-3), but that is only appropri-
ate after the saints are clear that their sins are forgiven and that they are in Christ. 

We need to know that Word of truth and grace. It is a comfort to all preachers of the Word 
that the vehicle may not look or sound much (1 Cor.2:1-5; 2 Cor.10:10) but the Word itself 
brings life or death (2 Cor.2:15-16). As individuals and as a professing people of God, we 
need to have our whole lives moulded by God’s Word (Rom.12:1-2). Conformity to the world 
is the alternative to transformation by the Word. What Martha did was good and right, but in 
the circumstances Mary chose the better part in hearing the word of Christ (Luke 10:38-42).

A friend of mine was converted partly through a rather inarticulate presentation of the gos-
pel each alternate week in a Scripture class, which was contrasted with a polished presenta-
tion of a liberal ‘gospel’ by another teacher every other week.

It took some time but the difference finally struck home. God uses His Word, not human wisdom. 

With much greater depth and sophistication, Augustine summed up his whole life’s mission 
in the Confessions: 'The message of your Holy Scriptures has set my heart throbbing, O Lord, 
and with the meagre powers that are mine in this life I struggle hard to understand it.' Now 
that is the real last Word.

T

“
The message of your 

Holy Scriptures has set 
my heart throbbing, 

O Lord, and with the 
meagre powers that 

are mine in this life I 
struggle hard to un-

derstand it. 

”




