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With the advent of Christmas, we thank 
and praise God that through the birth of 
His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, born of the 
Virgin Mary, the Messiah (Luke 2:11-
14), God gave those who place their faith 
in Jesus, “the way and the truth and the 
life”.  As Jesus tells his followers in John 
14:6, “No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me.  If you really know me. 
You will know my Father as well.”  What 
an amazingly personal promise - what 
amazing grace!

In this edition of the Pulse, we cele-
brate all that God’s people are doing in 
His name across NSW and the ACT 
this Christmas, but particularly in the 
drought-affected areas of western NSW. 
We tell you about the connections and 
relationships between our congregations 
and those in need; from those pray-
ing for sustained rain to break the 
drought; for thanks to those who 
have given financially to Jericho 
Road; to those who are helping 
in deed like our newly appoint-
ed rural counsellor helping 
those in need in Wee Waa.
 
As Presbyterian Inland Mission (PIM) 
affirms on page 15: “It’s that commit-
ment to relationship that will always 
drive us ... it’s all for one reason - to share 
the hope of the Gospel.”  

To share that hope is our prayer for every 
student in every one of our schools; for ev-
ery resident living in one of our aged care 
homes; for every child who attends Al-
lowah Children’s Hospital; for every young 
person who attends a camp; for every per-
son who undertakes study with Timothy 
Partnership or Christ College.  Indeed, we 
see that hope shared through every bible 

study group and through every relation-
ship in every one of our churches, no mat-
ter the size of the congregation.

At the present time, we see that hope 
shared across more than:
• 188 congregations;
• 14,000 adult members regularly attend-

ing a Sunday service (and many more 
children);

• 4600 students attending one of our seven 
schools;

• 2500 employees working across our var-
ious ministries;

• 1850 seniors living in or receiving aged 
and community care services;

• 1000 young people and 300 leaders at-
tending PY camps each year;

• 380 students studying through Timothy 
Partnership or Christ College; and

• 70 families with children staying at Al-
lowah Children’s Hospital.

The Presbyterian Church is healthy, 
vital and growing. I have the 
privilege of travelling extensive-
ly across our church, meeting 
people from a wide diversity of 
backgrounds and experiences. 

I am always in awe of and humbled 
by the myriad of ways that they serve 
Christ faithfully and joyfully through 
their relationships with others.  I meet 
many volunteers and employees serving 
one or more of our congregations and 
ministries, and hear their joy in serving 
others; in giving a helping hand; in pray-
ing for those in need.  I know I speak 
for all in our Church when I say that we 
“praise the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:3) in celebrating 
the birth of his only Son this Christmas.  

Joy and peace,
Jeof Falls
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Editorial 
WITH JEOF FALLS

EDITORIAL

The Presbyterian Pulse team would 
like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our readers a blessed, safe and healthy 
Christmas.

Our next magazine will be in March 
2019. The copy deadline for this edi-
tion is close of business on Friday De-
cember 21.

Church Offices will be closed from Fri-
day December 21 to reopen on Wednes-
day January 2, 2019. Emergency contacts 
during this period will be:

General Office:  
Peter Merrick 0498 000 085 

Jericho Road:  
Liz McLean 0427 421 467

Media: 
Jeof Falls 0417 922 064

Ministry & Mission:  
Matt Oates 0425 325 436

Presbyterian Aged Care:  
Paul Sadler 0418 208 232

c h r i s t m a s  b l e s s i n g s
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Presbyterian Aged Care has opened the first stage of its 
$180 million community for over 55’s at “The Terraces at 
Paddington” in Sydney.

“The Terraces” features a 100-bed first-class residential aged care 
facility, a 23-bed dementia unit with private garden, and 70 re-
tirement units across four buildings. 

The heritage-listed Scottish Hospital which was a functioning 
hospital from 1902-the late 1990s also joins the seniors’ commu-
nity and has been converted into another nine large and stun-
ning retirement apartments.

The site gets its name not from the terrace houses that are synon-
ymous with Paddington and other inner city suburbs, but from 
the giant terraced gardens that flowed down the hill underneath 
the old Scottish Hospital. 

These too have been restored in their original position which 
happens to be in the centre of the community so they can be 

easily enjoyed by all. In bringing them to life once more, we are 
very proud to have contributed to the preservation of history 
in the area.

In addition to opening the 13 house-sized apartments and Scot-
tish Hospital, construction company Multiplex has topped out the 
second stage of the development adjacent to it – at nine floors.

Stage two includes 52 retirement apartments, community facili-
ties, a theatrette, swimming pool, gym and landscaped parks and 
gardens which complement the aged care home and community 
cafe in the first building that was finished in November last year.

As seen in main picture, PAC CEO Paul Sadler, Rev Bruce Chris-
tian, and Adam Stante of Multiplex put their mark on the roof-
top of the last building/stage of “The Terraces at Paddington” 
with a cast of their handprints. The project is expected to be 
complete by mid-2019.

Paddington over 55's community open

The Scottish Hospital site in 1866 when it was the 
residence of Henry Burton Bradley

Artist’s impression of the finished Scottish Hospital in 2018
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PCNSW has congratulated the team at 
Multiplex and Presbyterian Aged Care 
(PAC) on the completion of Section 1A 
at Paddington, which is the refurbish-
ment of the historical Scottish Hospital. 
 
As General Manager, Jeoffrey Falls, says, 
“it has been a long journey from PAC Syd-

ney days when Bill McLaren and the for-
mer PAC Sydney Committee oversaw the 
transfer of the Scottish Hospital site into 
PAC Sydney’’. 

A strategy paper dated  October 15 1998, 
states: “Commit to developing Paddington.  
About $3.5 million necessary.  Partly fund-

ed by proposed sale of Croydon House 
(about $800k), and balance from combina-
tion of debt and accommodation bonds.”  

“Although we clearly underestimated the 
cost, it has been developed into an out-
standing  modern aged care facility,’’ Mr 
Falls said.

Paddington in pictures
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Who of you was first introduced to 
Jesus at a Christian camp?  Who of 
you has grown in your Christian walk 
through a Christian camp experience?

Sometimes we do not think about our 
first step on our walk with Jesus or about 
how our Christian walk may have been 
aided in some way by such a camp.

Every journey starts with a first step.  Ev-
idence indicates that Christian camping 
has provided many first steps, many as a 
catalyst for finding faith or new food for 
growing in their walk with Jesus.

Camp Drewe is such a facility for Chris-
tian outreach and growth as a ministry 
of PCNSW within Ministry and Mission.
It is located at Lennox Head on the far 
North Coast of NSW between Balli-
na and Byron Bay, situated adjacent to 
beautiful Lake Ainsworth and just 200 
metres from the iconic seven mile beach.

The genesis of Camp Drewe goes back 
to 1950 when Beatrice Drewe gifted her 
land in East Ballina to the Ballina Pres-
byterian Church. In 1966 the property 
was sold and the initial camp facility was 
built on five acres of State Crown Land, 
leased initially for 20 years for just $4 
per annum.  This initial camp complex 
was officially opened in October 1972 by 
the then NSW State Moderator, Rev A L 
Hewitt.

Growth continued steadily to the current 
accommodation of 96 under the direc-
tion of a committee now for many years 
led by chairman David Abey. The camp 
comprises a convention hall, dining hall, 
four dormitory blocks, and a further un-
cluttered grassed area of over one hect-
are for activities.

The camp is managed by a resident 
full time on-site manager, Brendon  

Hotschilt who, with his wife Fran, occu-
pies the on-site house, and an assistant 
Michael de Noune, who occupies a unit 
attached to the conference hall. 

The camp currently operates as a group 
accommodation site; however, over the 
peak Christmas holiday period single 
six-bed dormitories are let out to family 
units who then share the rest of the facil-
ities.  This is most popular with many of 
these families returning year after year.

In addition to groups from a wide range 
of Christian denominations, other 
groups include both state and private 
schools and community groups.

Every group which uses Camp Drewe re-
ceives a Christian message along with a 
general briefing on the camp.

The groups come largely from the 
Northern Rivers of NSW and south 
east Queensland. However, groups have 
travelled from as far away as South Aus-
tralia, George Fox University in Ore-
gon USA, Nepal, Philippines, and other 
Asian countries and have been most 
encouraged. 

So don’t think Camp Drewe is too far 
away for you to contemplate!

In 2017, the camp accommodated over-
night 2979 people plus a further 312 day 
visitors. Whilst in the past the Camp has 
operated and charged solely on the basis 
of self-catering, it is now offering cater-
ing as an option –which is proving an 
attractive option for some groups.  

The basic bed-night charge for an adult 
is $30 but there are many other rates de-
pending on individual camper age and 
the type of group.  Full details of rates 
and availability can be found on the 
Camp Drewe Website. 

Camp Drewe is starting to get an influx 
of camps from SE Queensland through 
an agreement with another Christian 
Camp.  This is leading to a need for 
more accommodation so that capital 
expansion is now in the planning stages. 
What a blessing to see so much poten-
tial growth in such a face to face minis-
try which has demonstrated in the past 
a path to Christian belief and growth in 
so many lives.

However, the significant capital growth 
envisioned by the committee requires 
certainty of tenure of the site.  The last 
long-term lease on the site expired in 
2008.  Since that time, occupancy has 
been held on a year by year basis. Howev-
er, confidence is now growing about the 
prospect of securing a new lease through 
which long term security of tenure can 
be assured and growth become a reality.

What a practical ministry!  In the last 10 
years some 30,000 people have been ex-
posed to God’s redemptive work through 
this camp or encouraged and built up in 
their personal walk with the Lord. 

Has this touched you?  Do you see an op-
portunity to take a group to the camp, a 
ministry of our denomination in NSW?  
You are not really too far away to con-
template holding a camp here. Whether 
or not you are able to come to the camp, 
please put the needs of Camp Drewe on 
your regular prayer list. 

If you have come to the Lord through a 
Christian Camp we would love to know.
Further information about bookings 
and facilities plus details of availability, 
fees and charges and testimonials can 
be found on the Camp Drewe website at 
campdrewe.com.au.   Manager Brendon 
Hotschilt can be contacted at (02) 6687 
7371 or mobile  0481 877 375.

CAMP DREWE: a first step towards Jesus for many
BY  K E N  S AY E R S
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REMEMBER. 

It’s a word we use rather frequently. It’s 
also a much-used word in the Bible, ap-
pearing nearly 150 times. 

The first we read of it is Genesis 9:15 soon 
after the Flood when God said He would 
remember the covenant He made with 
all flesh – that He would not destroy the 
earth with another similar catastrophe. 

The last time the word is used is in Rev-
elation 3:3 when the Church in Sardis is 
told to hold fast to the truths it has re-
ceived and heard, a warning we in the 
21st century would do well to remember. 

Between Genesis and Revelation, the 
people of God are told to never forget 
many things. One significant event they 
are to always remember is the history 
of the nation Israel and how God sov-
ereignly acted on its behalf, bringing a 
people out of bondage in Egypt to the 
Promised Land. 

God would use this cataclysmic event as 
a prototype to bring all those physical 
and spiritual descendants of Abraham 
who would believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ whom God the Father sent to die 
for their sins, to a full and final salvation. 

As we read God’s Word today, we must 
remember the teachings and doctrines 
which our forefathers fought so hard for, 
many even giving their lives for the truths.

Two dates, in particular, stand out in 
church history that are especially im-
portant to remember because they af-

fect how we view the Bible and what we 
should believe. 

The first is the great Reformation in 1517 
when a German monk unknowingly set 
off a maelstrom of events that perma-
nently separated the church into two 
camps – Protestant and Roman Catholic.

The Reformation grew out of the firm 
belief that Christians are saved by grace 
alone (Sola Gratia), through faith alone 
(Sola Fide), in Christ alone (Solus Chris-
tus), as revealed in the scripture alone 
(Sola Scriptura), to the glory of God 
alone (Soli Deo Gloria).

Last year, churches throughout the world 
commemorated the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation. 

This year, many churches are also celebrat-
ing yet another great event in the Christian 
calendar – the 400th anniversary of the 
Synod of Dort, which gave us a flower. 

That flower is called TULIP, the acronym 
for the Five Points of Calvinism – Total 
Depravity, Unconditional Election, Lim-
ited Atonement, Irresistible Grace and 
Perseverance of the Saints. 

These truths are fully encapsulated in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith which 
most Presbyterian churches throughout 
the world subscribe to as their standard. 

Chapter 3, Section 3 and Chapter 6 
Sections 2  and 3  of the Confession, in 
particular, fully set out what TULIP enu-
merated.

But there are many other chapters within 
the Confession – 5:6; 8:1 and 5; 9:3 and 
4; 10 and 17 – that agree wholeheartedly 
with Dort. 

Dort, like the Reformation, separated the 
Christian world into two camps – those 
who believe that TULIP is what the Bi-
ble emphatically teaches, and those who 
think otherwise. At stake is the funda-
mental question: Is God sovereign over 
all things or is He not?

WHY THE SYNOD?
The Synod was called to examine the 

teachings of a certain Dutch pastor Jacob 
Arminius who had studied theology un-
der Theodore Beza, the successor to John 
Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland. 

On his return to Amsterdam in 1588, 
Arminius was ordained as a pastor. He 
could have passed unnoticed and soon 
forgotten but for the storm he created in 
life and in death. 

Soon after his ordination, Arminius 
(born Jakob Harmensz), began a series 
of sermons on Romans which set alarm 
bells among his congregation and the 
consistory of the city. 

Among other things, Arminius taught 
that Adam would have died even without 
sin, contrary to Romans chapters 5 and 6.

Notwithstanding that, the young pastor 
was tasked with refuting the writings of 
a Dutch heretic, Dirck Coornhert, who 
had attacked predestination. 

He never completed the task because he 
found himself in agreement with Co-
ornhert’s writings, and kept delaying the 
promised refutation. 

In 1602, when the theological professor 
at Leiden University died, Arminius was 
appointed to the faculty. He began under-
mining the accepted truths in the school. 

Arminius gathered a following among 
students, teaching them one form of doc-
trine privately and in secret, while ap-
pearing orthodox in his public lectures. 

A colleague, Franciscus Gomarus, and 
others tried several times to expose 
him, but Arminius responded with “lies, 
equivocation or delaying tactics.”

Soon there arose calls for a national syn-
od to examine Arminius’ teachings. But 
he died of tuberculosis on Oct 19, 1609. 

Arminius’ followers became even more 
outspoken. On January 14, 1610, for-
ty-six of them presented their Remon-
strance in The Hague. It outlined five 
points of doctrine that they wished to 
protest against the accepted truths. 

Theologians of the day debated the doc-
trines presented, but it was not until 

Defending the truths of Calvinism
A conference is being organised to defend the truths of Calvinism at the Chinese Christian Church in Milsons Point on Dec 8, 
2018. Addressed by Dr Joseph Pipa, President of Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in the USA, who has written 
numerous books including a study guide on the Confession.  Peter Ong tells us why it is so important to remember.
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November 13, 1618 that a Synod was finally convened in the city 
of Dordrecht (hence the short name of Dort). 

Reformed pastors from the Netherlands and all across Europe 
were invited to debate the five points. They studied the writings of 
Arminius and those of his followers including the Remonstrance 
presented earlier and debated the issues on the floor of the synod. 

Finally, a document was presented. In it were 59 positive articles 
setting forth the truth from the Word of God, alongside 33 negative 
articles, errors and rejections. These were all arranged under five 
heads of doctrine, and came to be known as the Canons of Dort. 

Against conditional election the synod set forth unconditional 
election and reprobation. Against universal atonement, the synod 
expounded the truth of limited, effectual or particular atonement. 
Against partial depravity and free will, the synod defended the truth 
of total depravity. Against resistible grace, the synod taught irresist-
ible grace. And against conditional perseverance of the saints the 
synod insisted on the truth of unconditional perseverance. 

The doctrines of Dort continue to be hotly debated today. But 
there is a new movement afoot to redefine many aspects of TULIP. 

That is why a conference is being organised to defend the truths 
of Calvinism. It will be held at the Chinese Christian Church in 
Milsons Point on Dec 8, 2018. Admission is free. 

The keynote speaker for the event is Dr Joseph Pipa, President of 
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in the USA, who has 
written numerous books including a study guide on the Confession.

Three other speakers – Dr Noel Weeks, who has written numer-
ous books such as The Sufficiency of Scripture; Dr Robert White, 
who has translated many of John Calvin’s works from French 
into English; and Mr Graeme Mitchell, Moderator of the Presby-
terian Reformed Church of Australia – will also present papers. 

• The writer, Peter Ong, is a retired journalist and newspaper consul-
tant. He is an Elder at the Presbyterian Reformed Church of Austra-
lia. He can be contacted at peterongis@gmail.com or 0416206688. 

Jericho Road 
farewells Barrie
Jericho Road has farewelled 
long-time financial admin-
istrator Barrie Hoppitt.

Barrie Hoppitt joined Pres-
byterian Social Services, now 
known as Jericho Road, 17 
years ago. 

He joined as the Financial 
Administrator, a title that be-
lies all the various jobs Barrie 
has taken on over the years. 

Not only was he responsible 
for the financial aspects of 
Jericho Road and the day to day payment of invoices, payroll 
and the like, he also assisted with the smooth operations of the 
Op Shops, children’s homes, Allowah Presbyterian Children’s 
Hospital and so much more. 

There have been many changes at PSS over the past decade and 
Barrie has been part of them all. And on the side he assisted the 
Dorcas ladies with aspects of Park Patrol, helping to unload the 
truck, and coordinated the food for homeless people who came 
to the door at Surry Hills for many years.
 
Barrie is a father and grandfather and is looking forward to 
spending more time with family during his retirement. 

Liz McClean has worked with Barrie for 16 of his 17 years and 
says, “Barrie has been a wonderful part of the Jericho Road team 
for the past 17 years. 

“His faithfulness and fellowship in the role of Financial Admin-
istrator has been much appreciated, and he will be missed. We 
pray that he enjoys retirement with his family, and we know that 
he will continue to work for our Lord in many ways.”

Nicki writes to 
encourage 
mums
Are you a mother struggling to 
cope?Are you constantly overwhelmed 
and anxious? Do you long for better 
mental health to be able to care for 
yourself and your family?

When storms engulf you and everything 
is dismal and grey, Encouraging Mums 
with Hope: Light in the Darkness of Ma-
ternal Depression may help to bring you 
back into the sunshine.

Presbyterian author Nicki Jeffery and a 
large group of mothers, health profes-
sionals and pastoral care workers address 
body, soul and spirit in this uplifting book.

Filled with tips, practical strategies, and 
loads of encouragement, it is aimed at help-
ing readers discover that they are not alone.

It was written by Nicki Jeffery, 
who grew up on a sheep and 
wheat farm in central NSW 
and now attends Harbour-
side Presbyterian Church in 
Coffs Harbour.

Together with her three sis-
ters, she played tennis, rode 
motorbikes, water-skied, 
cared for animals, and at-
tended St Andrews Presby-
terian Church in Trundle.

Nicki graduated from 
Charles Sturt University, 
Bathurst, with a Bachelor of Education, 
and she enjoys primary school teaching. 
After teaching full time for three years, 
and spending time travelling, Nicki 
wrote her first book, Faith-based Trav-
els: A Devotional Guidebook for the 
Faith-filled Traveller. 

Nicki and her husband Nathan have 
been blessed with two sons, Matthew 
and Ethan. For Nicki, facing mother-

hood in a new community 
led to her battle with ma-
ternal depression. It is from 
this place of lived experi-
ence that she writes with in-
sight and gentleness, show-
ing courage and tenacity.

Nicki says many health pro-
fessionals and pastoral care 
workers supported Nicki to 
restore her hope. Some have 
shared personal stories and 
articles in this book, and 
Nicki thanks them all for 
their honesty and wisdom.

Nicki pioneered the Encouraging Mums 
with Hope community so mothers need 
not feel alone in their time of greatest need.

Find out more at:
www.nickijeffery.com

Nicki’s book was due to be launched in 
November.
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Gospel, Society and Culture (GS&C) assists the Church in a key 
part of its mission: to have a clear witness to Christ to our society.  

Many Christian commentators have observed that Australian 
society is increasingly post-Christian. It has largely forgotten the 
Christian faith which was so formative for it and is increasingly 
antagonistic. It is also suffering more and more from the lack of 
a unifying vision of life.

The clear public witness of the Church to the gospel of Christ, 
and to the ethical implications which flow from this, is increas-
ingly important for Christians in our churches as well as for the 
wider society.  

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
With the introduction of same-sex marriage, the Committee 
realised that there was a need for the Church to start to think 
harder about ministry in a changing culture. The redefinition of 
marriage is a signal of wider cultural changes that have been de-
veloping for the last 50 years, or more. It provided a ‘landmark’ 
by which we could pause and consider what was going on in our 
cultural landscape.  To help us do this, GS&C arranged the Nav-
igate conference in March, 2018 at which international speakers 
and Australian Presbyterian ministers presented on different 
facets of society’s redefinition of marriage and helped us with 
our Christian response to this change in culture.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION
During the debate about the same-sex marriage postal survey 
at the end of 2017, Churches and other Christian organisations 
raised concerns about the likely impact on freedom of religion in 
Australia. As a result, the government appointed a panel led by 
Phillip Ruddock “to examine whether Australian law adequately 
protects the human right to freedom of religion”. The Committee 
considers that there are serious threats to freedom of religion 

from the change to marriage legislation as well as from other 
cultural and legislative developments. 

The Ruddock Panel provided an important opportunity to raise 
these concerns.  The GS&C Committee endorsed submissions 
made to the Ruddock Review by The Gospel and Nation Com-
mittee for the Presbyterian Church of Australia and by Freedom 
For Faith.  The GS&C Committee also made their own submis-
sion to represent the Presbyterian Church in NSW.

Findings from the Ruddock Review have not been released.  
They will be considered by the GS&C Committee when they are 
made available and the Committee will then be able to assist us 
in understanding the findings from the review.

CHRISTIANITY EVERY DAY SEMINARS
These seminars are an excellent opportunity for congregations 
to think about Christian worldview, apologetics and ethics. The 
Committee is keen to engage with individual congregations, 
youth groups, or a presbytery group of several congregations to-
gether. They could even speak at your church camp.  Contact the 
Committee’s researcher, Sheryl Sarkoezy (gsc.researcher@gmail.
com ) to plan an event for your congregation. 

RESEARCH PAPERS
The GS&C Committee prepares research and information pa-
pers for the benefit and understanding of all of us in the Church.  
Some of the topics which have been researched and written on 
in the past year include Education Choices, Euthanasia, Gender.  
These papers help us to think more clearly on these topics and 
may benefit each of us as these topics arise more and more in our 
day to day discussions with both Christians and non-Christians.

Visit gsandc.org.au to read these research papers and find out 
more about the work which they do for us as a Church.

Our committees: their work
G O S P E L ,  S O C I E T Y  A N D  C U LT U R E

This edition, we continue our series on the different Committees of the Presbyterian Church NSW’s General As-
sembly with the spotlight on the Gospel, Society and Culture Committee. The following is drawn from the GS&C 
Committee’s report to the 2018 General Assembly.
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The Australian Government recently started a cam-
paign called “move it, Aust.”

It’s trying to get us to exercise more, so that we have fit, strong 
bodies. That’s a good thing. “Physical training is of some value”, 
says the Apostle Paul (1 Tim 4:8). But, he continues, “godliness 
has value for all things”. 

Jesus wants us not to just look good and feel good, but to be 
good. He wants us to have, not just healthy bodies, but healthy 
relationships. And healthy relationships, says Jesus in Matthew 
chapter five, are characterised by loyalty and forgiveness. 

Loyalty starts in the most intimate of our relationships: our 
marriage. God wants us to be loyal to our spouse, even in our 
thoughts. That’s why Jesus famously warns, in Matt 5:28, that 
“anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already commit-
ted adultery with her in his heart”. Faithfulness in marriage 
starts with faithfulness in the mind. Whether we’re married or 
not, Jesus wants us to learn how to control our sexual desires. A 
healthy life in this world, according to Jesus, involves limiting, 
controlling, our sexual desires. 

And that’s completely opposite to what this world thinks is 
healthy. We think being healthy involves indulging our desires 
and expressing ourselves, especially in our sexuality. And if our 
current sexual partner isn’t satisfying us, we owe it to ourselves 
to dump them and find someone who can. What Jesus calls 
healthy, this world calls repression. And what this world calls 
healthy, Jesus calls selfish. 

But that’s because healthy relationships require loyalty. In Matt 
5:31-32 Jesus talks about loyalty in marriage. And this is the con-
text for Matt 5:33-37, where he challenges us to be true to our 
word. God is a God of truthfulness, honesty and integrity. He is 
Yahweh of the covenant, “abounding in love and faithfulness” (Ex-
odus 34:6), whose “love endures for ever” (Psalms 118 and  136). 
Everything Jesus says makes perfect sense for a world designed by 
the God of the Bible. Our problem is – we don’t naturally want to 
live God’s way. We try to live our own way, according to our own 
rules, singing “it’s my life” with Jon Bon Jovi (yeah, I know, I’m 
showing my age…) – and we wonder why it doesn’t work. 

And this is why we need the other aspect of healthy relation-
ships: forgiveness. If we think Jesus’ attitude to sex and marriage 

is crazy, it’s nothing compared to what he says about forgive-
ness and reconciliation. In Matt 5:44, Jesus tells us to “love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you”. No way! That’s 
crazy! My natural reaction is to destroy my enemy – to attack 
them even more viciously than they attacked me, so that I can 
beat them, and show them who’s boss! 

Jesus wants us to show people that God the Father is our boss. 
That’s why he says in the next verse, Matt 5:45, “that you may 
be sons of your Father in heaven”. God loves his enemies. We 
reject him, insult him, and rebel against him. But he doesn’t at-
tack us and crush us. He doesn’t even punish us like we deserve. 
Instead, he gives us his one and only Son, Jesus, who poured out 
his blood to forgive our sins (Matt 26:28). As the Apostle Paul 
says, “while we were still sinners”, “God’s enemies”, “Christ died 
for us” (collocating Rom 5:8 and 10). 

Jesus wants us to have the same attitude to people who hurt us. 
God doesn’t ignore sin. He never says “sure, go ahead, sin against 
me, insult me, hurt me all you want”. He calls sin out (check out 
most of the Old Testament prophets; if you’re strapped for time, 
have a quick scan of Amos chapters 1 and 2). But, having re-
buked us for our sin, and challenged us to come back to him, he 
offers to really, genuinely forgive us – to wipe the slate clean, to 
treat us as if we had never turned away from him (e.g. Psalms 
32; 51; 103:12). 

That’s the way Jesus wants us to treat our enemies. Telling them 
they’ve hurt us. Challenging them to change. But also offering to 
really, genuinely, from the heart, forgive them – to wipe the slate 
clean, and love and accept them completely and unconditional-
ly. That’s the way we’ll show the world that God is our heavenly 
Father, like he says in Matt 5:45. 

But we can only call God Father if we have become God’s sons 
and daughters by the Holy Spirit through faith in Christ, God 
the Son incarnate (Gal 3:26-27; 4:4-7). Have you come to Jesus 
to be forgiven? Then forgive others as he has forgiven you – just 
like we pray in the Lord’s prayer, “forgive us our sins, as we also 
have forgiven those who sin against us” (Matt 6:12; see also Matt 
18:23-35 and Col 3:13). And commit yourself to being loyal in 
your relationships, just like God, in Christ, is faithful to us. That’s 
healthy living, according to Jesus. 

FROM THE MODERATOR
WITH REV KAMAL WEERAKON

Get Healthy, God’s way 
An extract from a sermon on the Sermon on the Mount, preached at a Moderatorial visit to my 
first pastoral charge: the Presbyterian church at St Mary’s, in Sydney’s outer west, where I was 
ordained on 27 August 2010.
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When Tim and Sue Fragar moved from 
the big city to the tiny western NSW 
town of Wee Waa in 1984, they were set 
on a “tree change’’ that would give their 
young family a better lifestyle. 

While they loved their new home on a 730-
acre property 25km out of town on the 
Namoi River, and set up a civil works com-
pany from home, what the Christian cou-
ple learned as they settled into the country 
lifestyle was that the problems of the big 
city are not always peculiar to the city and 
that a lot of people were struggling.

And when they discovered that, they des-
perately wanted to do something to help.

“It’s not only the country, the city, its ev-
erywhere, people are broken everywhere.
Brokenness expresses itself in different 
ways, sometimes individually, in rela-
tionships and both,’’ Tim, an Elder at Wee 
Waa Presbyterian Church says.

“In a world that has become more and 
more divided for different reasons, peo-
ple struggle to work out where they fit 
and that’s both in the city and the coun-
try.  There are drug and alcohol problems, 
mental health problems, marriage prob-
lems, the drought... 

“In the country, you know your neighbour, 

and in small country towns, you share 
each other's burdens in a sense, which is 
positive. But the negative is that everyone 
knows everyone’s business and a lot of peo-
ple don’t feel comfortable seeking help.’’

The couple tried to help troubled folk they 
met from a Christian perspective, but 
soon realised that the community could 
only do so much without having the sup-
port of a professional. 

“An outsider carries no local baggage, 
has no relationships with other people in 
town where there could be concern over 
somebody knowing something.’’

But, there was no counselling service 
in the area.  And so, Tim and Sue, who 
owned property in town, started to for-
mulate a plan and then started to pray, 
asking God to show them how to make 
it happen.

What they didn’t know at the time, was 
that two other factors were at play.  In 
Sydney, Jericho Road, the Presbyterian 
Church of NSW’s social services divi-
sion, was praying for ways to reach ru-
ral areas with its Presbyterian Counsel-
ling Service. And, in Port Macquarie, a 
Christian counsellor formerly from the 
country, Louise Brennan was praying 
for ways to serve rural communities.

The amazing result of all that praying (and 
God’s answer to those prayers) was SE-
LAH Counselling, which started in Sep-
tember. Standing for Support, Encourage-
ment, Life, Acceptance and Healing, it is a 
service produced by Jericho Road, using 
Louise’s counselling skills in a building 
made available by the Fragars, fully sup-
ported by the local Presbyterian Church, 
led by minister, Rev Stephen Bignall.

Jericho Road CEO Elizabeth McClean says 
the service is an answer to many prayers 
over many years, God’s faithfulness deliv-
ering just what is needed at the right time, 
and God’s people from all over the place 
being pulled together to make it happen.

“This is especially important given the 
current drought – there is lots of info 
about how the drought is affecting mental 
health in rural areas,’’ she says. “And being 
able to show love in Jesus' name is a won-
derful thing to be able to do.’’

Thanks to the new service, individuals 
(both Christian and non-Christians) who 
are seeking counselling no longer need to 
travel long distances to access counselling 
support because of the purposely renovat-
ed counselling room now provided in the 
town centre of Wee Waa. 

Country counselling:
New service provides practical
support for rural communities

Presbyterian 
Counselling  
Service:  
How it works
 
The Presbyterian Counselling Ser-
vices aims to facilitate a process 
where both professional counsel-
ling and pastoral care can come 
together to provide healing and 
reconciliation for the hurt and 
distressed. Through referrals and 
financial subsidies, the service 
removes the two main barriers 
many people face when in need 
of counselling. It provides access 
to high quality Christian counsel-
lors to all those in the Presbyterian 
community who are most vulner-
able and who would otherwise be 
isolated from support.

For more information contact ser-
vice coordinator Justine Jenner, on 
1800818133 or email:
jjenner@pcnsw.org.au

Five years ago, PCNSW’s social services division Jericho Road started 
praying for ways to reach rural areas with Christian counselling. Mean-
while, two other key parties were praying. With much of our country in 
drought and Christmas, traditionally a time of loneliness and high emo-
tion, approaching, Karen Forman discovers how those prayers have be-
come a reality and a timely gift for the western NSW town of Wee Waa.
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Also, understanding that financial cir-
cumstances can often be a key factor in 
preventing individuals from seeking out 
support, the service offers fee relief to 
those who need assistance. 

So how did it all come together?

With Tim and Sue Fragar willing to pro-
vide a room in the commercial prem-
ises they own in the town, the Austra-
lian Christian Counselling Association 
asked its members if anyone was inter-
ested in working in rural areas - and 
Louise responded. 

Born and raised in the community of 
Gunnedah, and having recently complet-
ed her counselling qualifications, Louise’s 
heart was drawn to the land and a willing 
organisation (Jericho Road) with a deep 
seeded desire to support those living in 
rural NSW in a way which is practical 
(providing fee relief), encouraging hope 
and allowing dignity to remain for indi-
viduals as they navigate through life. 

She says her formal training through the 
Australian Institute of Family Counsel-
ling (AIFC) was stimulated by two major 
things: understanding her position as a 
Christian of 31 years and experiencing the 
support of a trained Christian counsellor 
during some very challenging times.

“That helped in discovering my true 
identity, the challenges of the family unit 
and facing life events which were never 
planned for were just a few areas,’’ she says.

Louise says the opportunity to feel she 
could be heard, being completely accept-
ed without judgement (Luke 10:33-35 
Good Samaritan) and having the freedom 
to look at her situation from a different 
perspective, assisted her to develop strate-
gies in dealing with life events. 

Being part of a community, especially the 
Christian community was also an import-
ant factor, she says. 

“With the continual rise of life stressors in 
society which often results in mental health 
matters, there is a growing need for available 
support. Yes, support is needed everywhere, 
but it might be fair to say that not many are 
called to the small regional areas whose 
community needs just as much support.’’

Louise is now in a position allowing her 
flexibility to travel west to Wee Waa from 
the east coast for two days counselling 
each fortnight to be available face to face, 
in an area where resources such as coun-
selling are not so plentiful. 

“The hope long-term is to combine both 
face to face and on-line counselling. 
Online for practical reasons like cost re-
duction but face to face to continue that 
personal connection with each client 
because we know that investing quali-
ty time with others makes for a much 
healthier community.’’

Having watched it all unfold right in 
his parish area, Wee Waa Presbyterian 
Church minister Rev Stephen Bignall is 
full of praise for God and all the players.

“Tim and his wife Sue have really been 
the movers and shakers and backed that 
up with practical support,’’ he says. 

“It’s very reassuring to me to have a pro-
fessional (counsellor) close by. I think 
sadly at times there may have been a 
reluctance to use professionals because 
somehow feeling we are reneging on 
our ministry. 

“But here we have competent Christian 
counselling, it is another resource. Un-
less you’ve had training in counselling, 
some things aren’t readily solved in spir-
itual counselling alone, you need practi-
cal as well.’’

Originally from Newcastle and in full time 
ministry for 20 years, Stephen is a relative 
newcomer to Wee Waa (10 months) but 
not to living and working in remote areas.

Prior to being called to Wee Waa, he spent 
eight years in western NSW working with 
Australian Indigenous Ministries [for-
merly the Aboriginal Inland Mission], as 
a missionary with his wife Fiona, much of 
that time in drought. When he finished 
up he was AIM’s field director - facilitat-
ing resources and supporting Aboriginal 
Christians as well as doing schools work.

Prior to that he spent 13 years in an in-
ner-city community north of London, 
pastoring a cross-cultural church plant, 
“I loved the diversity and saw the local 
church become united in this diversity of 
cultures and races.’’

He says he’s enjoying rural life in Wee 
Waa, preaching Christ and teaching re-
formed theology from the Scriptures to 
his 50-strong congregation.

“We enjoy it because we have time for 
people. You can have relationships and 
get to know most of the people around. 
They are much more direct than they 
might be in the city.”

He says he has also seen a great need for 
counselling support.

“People are people and try to tough it out, 
they hold out and hold out. We see prob-
lems with depression and suicide, partic-
ularly in young men. There are challenges 
with people who are so self-reliant be-
cause they have to be, they don’t feel they 
need help. On the other hand, Christians 
tend to unite around the person in crisis. 

“We have any number of families under 
a lot of pressure, not only the farmers, 
but you’ve got all the dependent industry, 
workers and contractors who live off the 
profitability of farming. So if the farmers 
don’t do well, they don’t get employed; 
there is not as much servicing of vehi-
cles, sales of groceries, tools; it affects the 
whole community.’’

Stephen says other than the education 
and health sector, the main employer is 
rural agriculture which means local kids 
have fewer employment opportunities 
than their city counterparts.

“My youngest daughter just did the HSC, 
the last seven years of her schooling in 
a small town, the kids have a pretty sig-
nificant challenge; not as many oppor-
tunities subject wise. A lot are working 
after school or are farmers' kids working 
on the farm, so they don’t have as much 
peer interaction.

“We have four schools in town and Lou-
ise will tap into the counselling needs of 
the schools as well as the wider commu-
nity, both parents and children.  Teachers 
trained in a larger, streamed urban envi-
ronment come out here and find students 
all in together, sometimes with combined 
years; suddenly there is a lot more pres-
sure and smaller faculties, other than the 
principal they may have no one else to 
consult. It’s not like their college mates are 
just a few miles down the road.

“It really is very isolated compared to 
the city, but we have all the same sorts of 
stresses. If something is not going well, 
then everyone knows it’s not going well 
and that’s not easy either. 

“Marital breakdown, infidelity, not just de-
pressive and suicidal things are prevalent, 
the pressures of trying to hold everything 
together . . .  all things that having our own 
counselling service will be able to help.’’
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n our last article in the Pulse, we mentioned the six Graduate 
Attributes we’d like for our students to grow in during their 
time at Christ College. We recently produced a video which 
gives a glimpse of what this looks like.

In the next couple of months, we’ll be developing some more 
online and print material to help you understand more about 
Graduate Attributes and the new Course of Training for 
Candidates for the Ministry in the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia (NSW).

FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS: UNDERSTANDING 
A BIT MORE ABOUT OUR GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES
Jesus Christ is Lord over all. This means everything matters to 
him. With this conviction, Christ College strives to present the 
glory and grace of Jesus Christ through the study of his Word to 
help you live for him in all of life.

Do you long to see growth in Christ-centred leadership for God’s 
church to God’s world? Join us at Christ College, and learn to: 

KNOW GOD IN CHRIST 
Meet God in his word, marvel at the wonder of his grace in 
Christ, and stand in awe at the vast dimensions of his work. 
Delve into rich biblical theology in a coherent confessional 
tradition that brilliantly presents Christ as the Lord and Saviour 
of his people and world. 

LOVE GOD IN CHRIST 
Engage in study that moves your heart, nourishes your soul, 
challenges your mind and transforms your character in response 
to our glorious God and his work in Christ. Belong to a warm 
and intimate learning community that encourages you to love 
God fully in and beyond your study.

KNOW SELF IN CHRIST 
Understand how God has made you, and how He is forming you 
to be as He remakes you into the image of Christ, by God’s spirit. 
Figure out how your particularities and circumstances influence 
the way you think, speak and act, and relate to others. 

LOVE PEOPLE LIKE CHRIST 
See people through God’s eyes and love them as whole people in 
ways that will help them flourish. Deepen your commitment to care 
for people in their struggles. Renew your ability to share God’s good 
news with others, demonstrate God’s love to them in their diverse 
needs, and support them as they grow to maturity in Christ. 

LEAD GOD’S CHURCH UNDER CHRIST 
Foster your heart and develop advanced skills for service in 
God’s church and his world. Examine our history and culture 
to understand how to speak and live for Christ, here and now. 
Embrace opportunities to put learning into practice with 
experienced mentors and peers in supportive environments. 

PREACH AND TEACH CHRIST  
FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
Grow as an ambassador of Christ who faithfully speaks his 
message and models Christ-like living. Discover and discuss 
what it means to be Christ’s hands and feet in your church, 
workplace, family and everyday communities. 

Whether you are heading toward pastoral leadership, or serving 
God in other ways, we are excited to walk with you as you 
explore what it means to live for Christ in all of life.

Want more information?
The Faculty are developing online and print material to send to 
prospective students, ministers, and presbytery representatives. 
In the meantime, why not arrange a meeting with one of our 
Faculty to hear more about how we’re preparing leaders for God’s 
church and its gospel-centred mission in the world, enabling God’s 
people to live for Christ in all of life.

WANT TO STUDY WITH US IN 2019? 
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN.
CHRISTCOLLEGE.EDU.AU/APPLY

WATCH OUR VIDEO ON OUR WEBSITE!
CHRISTCOLLEGE.EDU.AU/GRADUATE-ATTRIBUTES

I
A  G R ADUATE-AT TRI BUTE  BAS E D 
APPROACH  TO  TH EO LOG I CAL  S TU DY
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Changes to the Timothy Partnership

For almost ten years, the Timothy Partnership has seen 
Youthworks College and Presbyterian Youth collaborate to 
create and deliver online ministry learning and formation for 
people in NSW and beyond.

We have seen well over 100 people complete qualifications, accred-
ited by the ACT through Christ College in the past 10 years, which 
has been a tremendous encouragement to the training team.

They have worked hard to ensure that people were well cared 
for as they embarked often on their first theological study, seek-
ing to know God better, and serve Him better in the context in 
which they found themselves.

The ability for people to do ministry in their local context while 
testing the waters in attempting theological study has helped 
many ministry apprentices in particular to be better equipped 
for ministry, and in many cases, to go on to further theological 
study and even a lifetime of full-time ministry.

In the pages of the Pulse we have told many stories of people 
who have completed their Timothy Partnership training, and 
how helpful they have found it.

The Timothy Partnership is undergoing some changes in 2019, 
due to regulation changes at the Diploma level. At the moment, 
students can study at Certificate of Theology, Academic Studies 
in Theology Certificate, Diploma, and Advanced Diploma level.
 
In 2019 Youthworks College will become the sole provider of 
the Timothy Partnership Diploma and Advanced Diploma pro-
grams. Previously, Youthworks College and Presbyterian Youth 
have been joint providers.

PYNSW will continue to deliver the Certificate in Theology and 
Academic Studies in Theology Certificate (ASTC) in partner-
ship with Christ College under the accreditation of the Austra-
lian College of Theology.

These certificate-level courses will be delivered with a new, but 
familiar name - Timothy Partnership Certificate.
 
As a result of these changes, PYNSW has had to make some 
staffing changes, and some positions have been made redun-
dant. At the end of the year we will be farewelling our Director of 
Training, Nathain Secker, our Student Services Officer, Kathryn 
Honor, our Editor, Braden Marsden, and our IT officer Andrew 
Sorrell. Please pray for the outgoing PYNSW Timothy Partner-
ship team, giving thanks for their diligent service, and obvious 
care for the students they have helped over many years.

PYNSW looks forward to continuing to equip people for minis-
try through the certificate and ASTC qualification, and to helping 
METRO apprentices in particular, and other MTS apprentices, 
students at Scots College students helping develop their preaching 
skills through Cornhill for years to come, and to working more 
closely with Christ College to achieve all these things.
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Your SUPPORT brings hope 
to depressed farmers
Greg and Janet Cripps first met ‘Jim’ – a young farmer in his early 30s 
– while dining at the local pub in a remote town in central Queensland.  
They soon discovered they’d already befriended his parents and his 
neighbour, and they became fast friends. 

One day, as Greg and Jim were walking in the paddock, Jim revealed his 
struggle with depression. As a trained counsellor as well as a PIM team 
member, Greg began to ask Jim questions, including what he does to 
cope when he’s depressed. Jim said he often walks in the bush to help 
ease his troubled mind. 

Greg used Jim’s love of nature to show him that God is evident all around 
us, and that He’s powerful and loving.  Suddenly, Jim began to think about 
God in a whole new way. “That’s what I want,” he said, “a simple faith.”  

That was probably the first time Jim had ever really thought about God as 
a loving Father, and a Father who was interested in every part of creation, 
including Jim.  

Thank you for bringing the hope of the Gospel to farmers like 
Jim. To give even one farmer hope is always worth driving for! 

Name changed for privacy reasons.
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   Enclosed is my gift of $             by:

  Cheque       Money Order (made out to ‘Presbyterian Inland Mission’ enclosed)

   Credit         Visa       MasterCard

Card Number:        Expiry Date:  /

Full Name: Signature:

Daytime Phone Number:

Email:

PLEASE SEND TO: 

Web Donations:  
www.pim.org.au

Yes, I want to help share the Gospel with more people and 
communities in remote and isolated regions of Australia.

to bring the hope of the Gospel  
to Australians in the outback

Presbyterian Inland Mission
PO Box 287, Woori Yallock VIC 3136

03 9005 8256  |  admin@pim.org.au

www.pim.org.au

MY GIFT

It’s that commitment to relationship that will 
always drive us – that sees us going the extra 
mile beyond the fringe. And that’s to reach 
people who are often forgotten in some of the 
remotest regions of Australia.

At Presbyterian Inland Mission, it’s all for one 
reason. To share the hope of the Gospel, so 
that even the most isolated Australians can 
come to know a life-changing relationship  
with Jesus Christ.

It’s been our mission since 1912. And to us, 
reaching our nation for Christ will always be 
worth driving for.

Help reach the remotest regions of Australia. 
Give now.

WORTH
Driving For
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GIVE ONLINE  
OR FILL OUT THE 

FORM BELOW
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Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

The Australian Presbyterian World Mission exists to glorify God by facilitating
the spread of the gospel to people overseas and Aborigines within Australia.

www.apwm.org.au  1 Clarence Street, Burwood NSW 2134 (02) 8073 7490 national@apwm.org.au
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An Extraordinary,
Ordinary Thing

In 2019 Danny and Jen Cooke, from 
Orange NSW, plan to do something 
extraordinary that they see as quite 
ordinary. Together with their four 
children they will be moving to the 
island of Tanna to work with the 
Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu. Danny 
and Jen will be serving under Pastor 
Maliwan Taruei, the subject of Robert 
McKean’s book ‘Cargo Cult to Christ’. 
Danny currently serves at the Orange 
Presbyterian Church as the assistant to 
Robert McKean, a former missionary to 
Vanuatu. Robert has led a few short term 
mission trips to Vanuatu. On a trip last 
year to Sulphur Bay, Danny and Jen saw 
what could possibly be achieved through 
living in that village for one year.

Danny and Jen recently attended the 
Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu’s 
Assembly which was held on Tanna, not 
far from Sulphur Bay. At the Assembly 
they were able to meet many key 
people and commence planning their 
ministry. If you would like to know 
more about this ministry or join their 
partnership team then please go to  
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance/ 
or contact the APWM National Office.

Rick and Kayleen 
Manton

In early 2018 Kayleen Manton was 
diagnosed with early-stage breast cancer. 
She subsequently had surgery and is 
currently undergoing treatment. Rick and 
Kayleen write:  “We had plans for our long 
service leave but God had other plans. 
This meant that in May, Rick went back 
to serving at the Mount Druitt Church. 
He has been preaching, and visiting some 
people in hospital and gaol. In the middle 
of all of this there have been quite a few 
funerals for members of Rick’s family. This 
has added to the stress of the things that 
go with Kayleen’s illness. Yet there have 
been opportunities to serve. Kayleen says 
'You don’t stop serving just because you are 
sick.' There have been people to talk to at 
the treatment centre. We have found many 
support workers in the health system who 
are Christians." Since Kayleen has been 
sick, it has been hard for them to know 
exactly when to start the next phase of 
their ministry. Please pray for wisdom.

Bibles for South Sudan
Please join with us in praising God that, 
at the time of writing, $130,000 has been 
donated toward our $330,000 target to 
buy 33,000 Bibles for Presbyterians in the 
refugee camps.

APWM plans to close this appeal in late 
January and will then place an order for 
the printing of the Bibles in the Nuer 

language. You might like to give a Nuer 
Bible as a ‘gift’ this Christmas through our 
Christmas Catalogue on the next page. 
Following home assignment in Australia, 
Motor Yat has now returned to Ethiopia to 
recommence ministry in the camps.

Equipping Pastors
One exciting development 
planned for November 
2019 is the visit by a small 
team from Australia to 
meet with the  pastors of 
the congregations in the 
refugee camps. David 
Burke, from Christ College, 
who will lead the team, 
has a special interest in 
training pastors who 
have a limited theological 
education. David will provide some 
training for the 60-70 pastors as well as 
make an assessment regarding how the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia might 
be able to contribute to their ongoing 
theological training.

On this trip David will be accompanied 
by his brother, APWM National treasurer, 
Peter Burke, who will already be in Ethiopia. 
In addition, Shaddy Hanna (a Christ 
College student) will also join the team.

We think this is an exciting and 
significant work!
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HOW IT WORKS
1. Choose the item(s) on our list that you would like to purchase for your

friends/family.

2. Send us your order, including payment. Please note that these gifts are
not tax deductible.

3. We will send you the cards you have ordered. You are then free to give
these cards to your friends/family for Christmas. The cards state which
gift(s) you have purchased, on their behalf, for someone in one of our
Partner Churches or for APWM Aboriginal ministry. There is no monetary
value printed on the card.

4. APWM then sends the money to our overseas partners to purchase items
locally, or uses it for APWM ministry as specified in Australia.

ORDER FORM/PAYMENTS
Complete this order form and send it with your payment (cheque or money
order made out to ‘APWM’). Please DO NOT send cash.

Payment can also be made via Direct Deposit (details below)
(www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance).

Bank: Westpac

Account Name: Australian Presbyterian World Mission

BSB: 032 260   Account #: 151207

For Direct Deposits, please write your name in the description box and send
an email informing us of your deposit (finance@apwm.org.au).

All order forms should be mailed to:

APWM Christmas Catalogue
1 Clarence Street,
Burwood NSW 2134

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2018 ORDER FORM

Item                                                                                                                  Qty       Cost

Educational Assistance (Ethiopia) $10

Training Conference Expenses (Timor Leste) $20

Training for Vijai Tagore (India) $25

Aboriginal Ministry (Rick & Kayleen Manton) $30

Prison Ministry (Malawi) $30

Bible Translation (Timor Leste) $40

Glasses for pastors (Ethiopia) $50

10 Bibles for Refugees (Ethiopia) $100

Total

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE (ETHIOPIA) A gift of $10 will assist the Presbyterian
Church of Ethiopia in the education of children from disadvantaged communities.

TRAINING CONFERENCE EXPENSES (TIMOR LESTE) A gift of $20 will assist in
sending a team from Australia to run a training conference for pastors and other
leaders in Timor Leste.

TRAINING FOR VIJAI TAGORE (INDIA) $25 A gift of $25 will assist in training Vijai
Tagore, a theological lecturer from India, as he studies for his PhD at Christ
College from 2019 onwards.

APWM ABORIGINAL MINISTRY (AUSTRALIA) A gift of $30 will assist in
supporting Rick and Kayleen Manton in training and supporting Aboriginal
ministry workers in Australia.

PRISON MINISTRY (MALAWI) A gift of $30 will purchase much-needed
blankets and other living essentials for prisoners in Malawi who live in very
difficult conditions.

BIBLE TRANSLATION (TIMOR LESTE) A gift of $40 will assist in the ongoing
translation of the Bible into Tetun, the national language of Timor Leste.

GLASSES FOR PASTORS (ETHIOPIA) A gift of $50 will assist in providing
glasses for a South Sudanese pastor in a refugee camp in Ethiopia.

10 NUER BIBLES (ETHIOPIA) A gift of $100 will provide 10 Nuer Bibles for
Presbyterians in a refugee camp in Ethiopia.

I enclose a cheque / money order for $_____________________  or

I have made a Direct Deposit of $____________________________

Please tick here if you do not wish to receive cards and simply want
to make a donation for these items

Please note that if any item is over-subscribed then the money will be
allocated to a similar need.

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

Suburb _____________________________________  Postcode ________

Phone  ___________________  Email _____________________________

This Christmas why not give gifts to
your family and friends and at the same

time help someone who doesn’t have
the basics that we take for granted?
The items below can provide for the

needs of Christians and others in our
Overseas Partner Churches.
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JERICHO ROAD

Jericho Road is a great story of how we can work 
together to show that we, like the Samaritan, are 
ready to be the people who love our neighbours.
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From little things...
In a discussion between the women who are part of the PCNSW 
Women’s Facebook page regarding the drought affecting New 
South Wales, the idea was raised that it would be good for city 
churches to connect with country churches. The thought was that 
they could pray for each other, get to know their struggles – in the 
first instance for the rural congregations affected by drought, pray 
for each other and grow a supportive relationship.

The group got in touch with Jericho Road, and from that small 
thing something lovely is growing. Having not done anything quite 
like this before, Jericho Road put out an invitation for people who 
might like to pray in partnership with a congregation experiencing 
drought to get in touch, and an invitation for congregations who 
would like prayer to get in touch as well.

As a result, a number of individuals and congregations have been 
connected. For some, it has meant a one to one conversation and 
encouragement through prayer. For others, it’s receiving regu-
lar prayer points to share with their congregations. For others, it 
has become a growing relationship that may well flourish past the 
drought into a long term partnership.

From Campbelltown 
and Gunnedah
One of the first connections we made was between Campbell-
town and Gunnedah. 

On Sunday 5th August, we called on people across NSW to join 
the folk in Gunnedah as they prayed for rain. Lyle Sims paints 
the picture for us.

“Many stock owners here have been selling anything that looks 
better than just thin, and the Gunnedah Sale Yards has seen 
sales of 3,000 to 4,000 head of cattle each week when normally 
it would only be around 1,800.  People are trying to keep alive 
a core herd that they might breed with and eventually build up 
numbers again.  Winter grain cereals have not been planted ex-
cept for a tiny percentage that is able to be irrigated, so wheat, 
barley, canola, oats and legumes like chick peas, Fabre beans and 
soybeans will not be grown or sold and those farmers relying on 
that will not have an income going into next year.  Summer crop 
could still be sown once we get warmer weather but since there 
is now no subsoil moisture farmers are reliant on at least some 

rain to chance a sowing, and then they’ll need follow up rain 
right into the summer for cotton, sorghum, corn and sunflower.”

And he told us of an effect of the drought that many of us don’t 
think about, “The Local businesses are doing it pretty tough, 
and the problem there is that they then need to start retrenching 
people.  You can imagine how depressing it is for the mechan-
ics at the local machinery dealerships just sitting waiting for a 
phone call, but with no rain, hardly any machinery is being used, 
farmers making do because they can’t afford to pay someone to 
come out to repair a machine that they may not use now for 
many months; everything just sits there and is silent.”

At the same time, Jim Elliott was considering how the folk at Camp-
belltown Presbyterian could partner with Lyle and the church in 
Gunnedah. “I was challenged and encouraged by the Jericho Road 
initiative to connect city churches with churches in drought affect-
ed areas so registered and took a proposal to our Committee of 
Management. Lyle and I then had a number of email and phone 
conversations to consider ways we could develop a relationship of 
support.” 

Jim wanted to make sure Campbelltown did not tell Gunnedah 
what to do with any gifts, but to discover what they needed. In Jeri-
cho Road’s experience, this is a really important insight into giving.

The Campbelltown Committee of Management was very sup-
portive and enthusiastic. They gave a donation to Gunnedah 
with a suggestion it could go towards paying a utilities bill. The 
Campbelltown congregation then held a special appeal over Sep-
tember for congregation members to give. The appeal period to 
conclude with a special morning tea on October 7 with a gold 
coin donation. The Committee offered to assist any young peo-
ple wishing to attend PY summer camp.

Jim said, “Over a period of several weeks, we included in our weekly 
bulletin information provided by Lyle and Jericho Road. This in-
cluded the prayer points and a few photos.” And this is not the end. 
“We continue to talk about ways to develop the relationship. This 
could include things such as visits between the two churches.” 
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From all over to the outback
Another growing relationship is between the PIM team in the 
North West of New South Wales, Gae and David McDonald, and 
people from all over the State and beyond! Starting off as a part-
nership in prayer, when a Station in the far North West needed 
help with orphaned lambs we put out the call for willing volun-
teers. We were overwhelmed! From 17 to 70-something years of 
age, the volunteers lined up ready and willing to make the long 
trip, camp or bring a caravan, come with the kids or on their 
own and lend a hand. While we had to call the operation to an 

early halt due to the heat and subse-
quent early weaning of the lambs, we 
were so thankful to see the willingness 
of God’s people to go not just one mile 
but many to help a neighbour. 

As Gae says, “While you will not be 
on the station physically, we can still 
accomplish our main goal which is 
to pray for the station and workers, 
show God’s love and talk about His 

saving grace. Please continue to pray for the station and for all 
who are on there. We know nothing is ever wasted with God 
so we rest in this…

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” Rom 8:28

Thank you
So thank you! Thank you to those who signed up to pray as in-
dividuals or congregations, thank you for those who pray when 
they get the Jericho Road Prayer Letter, thank you to those who 
give us prayer points to allow us to pray with more information, 
and thank you for those who have made donations. The Jeri-
cho Road Drought Appeal has so far raised $45,859 and has dis-
tributed $20,500 via local congregations to people in need with 
more on the way to those who need support.

And thanks be to our great God for his faithfulness and for giving 
us his church which allows us to serve and encourage each other.

Helena McNeill’s “Travelling 
Tips for the Journey of Life”
Reviewed by Rev Jason Forbes

Most singer-songwriters release their work and leave it to their 
listeners to figure out what they're singing about. Helena Mc-
Neill is different as she has written a book to accompany her 
album which reflects on life from a Christian perspective. In this 
respect, McNeill’s work is not just a form of entertainment. It is 
a genuine ministry to provide encouragement in what can be a 
very perplexing world.

While McNeill’s book addresses many areas of life, it isn’t an in 
depth analysis of different issues. McNeill writes out of her own 
life experiences, although neither is the book a biography. What 
the book offers is snapshots of what we all experience in life, and 
provides tips on how we can respond to different challenges as 
Christians. Dispersed throughout the book are small glimpses 
into McNeill’s life experience, including raising her daughter, 
Sunny, who has severe cerebral palsy. However, this one expe-
rience doesn't dominate the book. This may frustrate some par-
ents of children with disabilities wanting more insights on how 
to manage. However, 
this is a balanced pre-
sentation as disability 
is portrayed as only 
one of many life’s chal-
lenges that can con-
front us.

The book begins with 
looking at how to take 
on life’s challenges, 
then continues on to 
address responding to 
confusion, having the 
right perspective and 
being grateful, having 
our hope in God, re-
sponding to changes 
in life and life’s unex-
pected turns, sharing 
our life's journey with others who can join us on our journey, 
letting go of issues we don't need to carry, parenthood, avoiding 
distractions from what's important, calling on the name of Jesus, 
the importance of rest, and understanding your own life’s jour-
ney in a bigger context. At the end of each chapter, McNeill asks 
pointed questions prompting her readers to respond.

My main criticism of the book is that it is written to women. This 
is probably because in some ways McNeill’s book and music is an 
extension of conversations from support groups involving main-
ly mothers. However, there are lessons in this book from which 
men can also benefit. So guys, never mind the “chick-chat”. Be 
brave, and dive in. You’ll be encouraged too.

Available from helenamcneill.com for $20 + P&H
Helena McNeill is a freelance singer and speaker at churches, 
women's events, conferences and house concerts. She can be 
contacted through her website.CAMPBELLTOWN 8:30AM SERVICE WAVING HELLO TO GUNNEDAH
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“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others." 
2  T I M O T H Y  2 : 2
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MATT CROCKER AND JAKE ARNOLD
Jake joined our church a few years ago when we were planting a new church in a new suburb 
of Western Newcastle. 

It’s been great getting to know Jake, walking beside him as he developed in his character, con-
viction and competence in gospel ministry. I was excited when Jake decided to do MTS jointly 
with AFES Newcastle and with Wallsend Presbyterian Church. 

He has been sponsored by METRO.  I have felt that being involved in local church ministry 
has been a great complement to his ministry on campus.  

Matt Crocker 
Minister, Wallsend Presbyterian Church

I’m in my second year as an AFES (Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students) ministry 
trainee, at Newcastle University. University ministry is different in some ways to ministry in 
a church – students are constantly coming and going, arriving and graduating; sometimes it 
feels like a revolving door! Every year I’m reading the Bible with new people, discipling new 
Christians and watching your fellow soldiers graduate and leave….. not to mention all the 
unbelievers who are everywhere! 

The gospel is being proclaimed on campus, and it’s an absolute joy and privilege to see stu-
dents discover something new about God and the gospel at our weekly meetings, the turn 
around and share that with those who are lost and trapped in sin!  METRO has given me much 
needed support as I learn the skills of ministry, as well as learning from and serving with my 
church at Wallsend Presbyterian.  

Please pray with me that the Lord will sovereignly direct the hearts and minds of uni students 
to Christ, and that they’ll resist the encouragements of the university to be wise in the ways 
of the world, and instead accept Christ like a little child.  God bless you as you trust in Him 
with us!

Jake Arnold
METRO Apprentice, University of Newcastle and Wallsend Presbyterian Church

2018: METRO in review
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Interns speak out

Q U E S T I O N K E L L Y  S H E L D O N M AT T  C A I N A D E L E  T R E B I L C O C K 

How long have you attended PY 
Camps? 

Internship at summer camp 2003 Year 8, so about 8 years ago. Summer Camp eight years ago.

When and why did you decide 
to complete the PY Internship?

I was given the opportunity to do 
the internship in its first year to 
get some training for the youth 
group work I was already doing.

I wanted to do the Internship 
pretty early on. I think it was 
two years before I actually was 
old enough. I loved PY though, 
and thought that I should get 
involved in making it happen if it 
was so helpful for me.

I completed the PY Internship in 
my first year out of high school. I 
thought it would be a great oppor-
tunity to extend myself and grow 
in my understanding of God’s 
Word, as well as to develop experi-
ence in ministries and leadership.

What was the most impactful 
thing you learnt?

Finding out the stories of all 
the people I was doing the 
Internship with (we only had 
10 people in our cohort)

The theology side of things really 
helped me personally. I walked away 
really knowing God better for it, and 
it challenged me to think about how 
God was going to be number one 
now I was out of school.

That God is Yahweh, who reveals 
Himself to His people and 
provides a personal name for His 
people to relate to Him. He invites 
us into relationship with Him.

What was the hardest part 
about the PY Internship?

I don't remember; it has been 
15 years since I graduated the 
Internship.

I really don’t remember it being 
that hard. Spending a pretty fast 
paced week with other people 
was a bit tricky. But they were 
good people, so it was still good.

The hardest part about the 
Internship was completing the 
assignments on time as I needed 
to balance this with my uni 
assignments.

How do you think the PY 
Internship has helped you as a 
Leader at your own church and 
in other areas of life?

It gave me a great solid under-
standing of Jesus and living the 
servant leadership life.

It gave me a taste of what 
leading is like. When I did it, 
PY required you to track your 
hours meeting with a mentor 
and doing ministry. Those were 
helpful habits in getting me to 
keep thinking about leadership 
once the week was over.

It gave me the platform to try 
leading at Kids’ Church for the 
first time, and introduced me to 
having a mentor for the first time.

Why should other young 
people consider doing 
the PY Internship?

See above. Apart from the fact that they 
should come and lead on PY 
camps? It helps prepare you for 
ministry in church, and chal-
lenges you to live for God right 
when (if you just left school) you 
probably need it most. Oh, and 
because you make really good 
friends. Who doesn’t want that?

I would recommend consider-
ing the Internship if you would 
like to extend yourself in formal 
study of God’s Word and learn 
new practical leadership skills. 
You will also have the opportuni-
ty to walk alongside other young 
people doing the same thing as 
you, and you will get to know 
each other quite well during 
the intensive study week at the 
beginning of the year.

Why should churches use 
the PY Internship to train 
their young leaders?

The Internship gives a great 
biblical and leadership base for 
young Christian leaders, also 
you build relationships with 
the other interns that will last 
a lifetime. 

Because they should send their 
youth to PY, and the leaders 
should come too. The PY Intern-
ship is a good way to get leaders 
ready for ministry in church; 
youth group and kids’ church 
leading are good examples. And 
it means the church can use 
the resources it would sink into 
training the leaders for other 
things, even if ‘other things’ 
turns out to be helping them 
continue to train as leaders.

The PY Internship can be used 
by Churches to assist with train-
ing their young people to grow 
in faith, knowledge of the Bible, 
and leadership skills. Young peo-
ple doing the Internship and oth-
er people within their Churches 
can get to know each other better 
and be a mutual encouragement 
through the mentoring program.

Why do you continue to 
lead on PY Camps?

I have loved the opportunity 
to see young people I have led 
grow into young adults on fire 
for God. 

Jesus! PY is arguably the best 
thing the Presbyterian Church 
can do to help Christian kids 
grow, and tell non-Christians 
about the gospel. And I really 
want to be a part of that.

I continue to lead on PY camps 
because I think they are awesome 
opportunities for teenagers to re-
ceive great teaching, grow in their 
faith, and be inspired and motivat-
ed to continue living for Jesus.

We interview some former PY interns to see how their 
experiences have benefitted them moving forward.
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’ve been listening to an excellent ministry podcast 
called The One Thing. I love it because it’s made 
by Aussies for the Australian ministry context (it’s 
produced by our friends and gospel partners at The 
Geneva Push). 

Plus, I love it because it delivers what it says it will deliv-
er. Each week the podcast dives into “one thing” that can 
make a difference to the faithfulness and the fruitfulness 
of your church.

In this article I want to do the same. I want to talk about just one 
thing. One thing that can make a real difference to the life and min-
istry of your church. That “one thing” is small group Bible study. 

Maybe that doesn’t sound exciting to you. Maybe you’ve got 
small group Bible studies in your church; growth groups, com-
munity groups, home groups, or maybe you give them some 
other name. Maybe you’ve already ticked that box – fulfilled that 
righteousness. But do you know the power of those groups to 
transform a congregation?

Imagine this situation: Australia is preparing to go to war. The 
Prime Minister addresses the troops and he says, “We’re going to 
equip you with the best training and the best equipment you’ll 
find anywhere in the world. And to nourish you for the battle, we 
will give you one fantastic meal a week!”

If you were a soldier what would you think? It’s a joke, right? No 
army can win a war on one meal a week, no matter how perfect 
the banquet. The soldiers would starve. They’d be far too weak 
and easy to defeat.

The thing is, for many people that is exactly how we’re nourishing 
them for the spiritual battle they’re engaged in. It doesn’t matter 
how great the sermon is, or how perfect our gathered worship, 
people need more than one meal a week. We can provide all the 
spiritual nutrition we like on a Sunday – and we should! But do 
you really think that will sustain them through the week. All 
those other days, the spiritual enemies of Christ fight against us. 
A once a week spiritual banquet may keep us on life support, but 
it’s not enough to fight the spiritual battles of life.

Mid-week Bible study groups are a vital part of a healthy church.

Research by Ted Kober led him to develop this two-part rule of thumb. 

1. A healthy church has at least 20% of its average attendance 
participating in some sort of adult Bible study group. 

2. As the percentage increases, so does the spiritual health of the church.

Now here’s the trick with working out your own per-
centage. You need to count the number of adults in your 
church who are involved in small group Bible study and 
divide that number by the church’s total average atten-
dance (adults + children). So, if your church has an av-
erage attendance of 44 adults and 23 children, and there 
are 3 Bible study groups with a total of 17 adults in those 
groups, you divide 17 by your total number (67) to give a 
figure of about 25 per cent participating in an adult Bible 
study group – which is a good indication of health. 

But it’s the second part of Kober’s rule of thumb that I think is 
so important: As the percentage increases, so does the spiritual 
health of the church.

What that means is that most churches can make a significant 
difference to the spiritual health of their church by starting a 
new Bible study group and inviting people to join it. 

In the example above if you could get another 13 people involved in 
Bible study then the percentage goes up from 25 per cent to 45 per 
cent. And as the percentage increases, so does the spiritual health of 
the church. Of course, that’s not a guarantee. It’s a rule of thumb. But 
it’s backed up by research, and it’s backed up by the Bible.

The simplest and most effective way to increase the health and 
vitality of your congregation is to get more people engaged in 
small group Bible study. When it comes to healthy congregations 
there are plenty of strategies that are helpful, but nothing else is 
as powerful as small groups of people meeting together to be 
transformed by God’s word. 

Here’s my point – my “one thing”. As you plan for 2019 one of 
the best things you could do for your church is to start a new 
small group Bible study. If you’re not currently involved in a Bi-
ble study group, join one. Do you know someone at church who 
isn’t in a group? Invite them to join one with you.

Increasing the number of adults involved in small group Bible 
studies is easier than you think. And it’s more likely to have a 
more significant impact in your church than just about anything 
else you could try. 

You can read about Ted Kober’s research in Built On The Rock: 
The Healthy Congregation, Concordia Publishing, 2017. 
You can find the Geneva Push podcast The One Thing online 
at genevapush.com/theonething or subscribe in Stitcher, Pocket 
Casts, iTunes or wherever you get your podcasts. (Episode 17 is 
about small groups).

MATT OATES

The importance of 
small group Bible study
B Y  M AT T  O AT E S
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REFORMERS

REFORMERS FAVOURITES:

GOOD NEWS FOR 
LITTLE HEARTS

GRACE-BASED HELP FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
$23.99 EACH, HARDCOVER

Buster’s Ears Trip Him Up
When You Fail
Edward Welch

Jax’s Tail Twitches
When You Are Angry

David Powlinson

Zoe’s Hiding Place
When You Are Anxious

David Powlinson

Each stoy offers practical ways to follow Jesus in difficult situations. Instead of a moralistic message, 
young readers are encouraged to develop a real relationship with the God who cares for them.

“I rarely use the term ‘Biblical Counselling’, I 
like to think in terms of  “wise conversations”. 
Wisdom is the Scripture as it pierces into the 

challenges of  everyday life.” -- Ed Welch

“hey... son/daughter... I know you experience these kinds of  things, 
let’s talk about them! Because God cares about these things.” And it 
begins to open this wonderfully important conversation. And perhaps 
it becomes a way a parent can pray with their child about these things, 
so that’s what I hope.

Tom: There’s a great page at the back where you’ve given some guidance as to what 
that discussion might look like, where you walk through what seems like a little 

structured biblical counselling.

Ed: There it’s trying to say: here’s a 
story, it seems like a normal story but 
there are theological matters that take 
us in to the depths of  scripture that are 
very attractive, and here are some of  

those depths. That’s what I was trying to do in that. And we’re not 
going to give our children all those depths at once, but, over the next 
fifteen years, maybe we can give them more.

Watch the full interview at reformers.com.au

Ed: This particular book (Buster’s Ears Trip Him Up) is essentially 
trying to get at [how] our lives can change based on the criticism and 
the opinions of  other people, and they can have this god-like power 
in our lives.

When I was going to theological college I drove a school bus, and I 
had a chance to hear how kids speak with one another. And I found 
myself  thinking, “How can anybody live past 8 years old?!” ...when 
they’re getting this kind of  criticism 
day in and day out. If  scripture doesn’t 
speak in to those troubles, for children 
and an adult heart, then it seems 
somewhat meaningless - we have to 
‘wait for eternity to kick in and then 
scripture becomes relevant’. So that 
particular book is trying to deal with what do we do when we are 
criticised and ostracised from other people.

The book is... two things: one is I found it’s very difficult to write 
a children’s book, and I’m very bad at it! The second is, it is not 
intended to give all the answers from scripture. It is intended to say, 

REFORMERS INTERVIEW:

BIBLICAL COUNSELLING
ED WELCH & PETER SONDERGELD
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WHERE IS GOD?
1 KINGS 18:20-24

his crucial contest on Mt Carmel 
between Elijah and 450 prophets 
of Baal in the ninth century BC 
is a contest to decide the greatest 
question of all: who is God?

All Israel was called to witness this con-
test on Mt Carmel, some of whose peaks 
rise to 600 metres above sea level (18:20).

Some may have been curious and no 
doubt many would have been resentful 
that Elijah had prayed for drought. Yet 
many came from that halfway house be-
tween true faith and apostasy.

They would have seen themselves as 
broad-minded, with feet in both camps, 
not disregarding the insights to be 
gleaned from all religions. They were to 
be confronted with the question: 'Who 
is God?' Yahweh or Baal? Who reigns in 
heaven and on earth?  

Who is God?
Elijah challenges the people: ‘How long 
will you go limping between two differ-
ent opinions? If the Lord (Yahweh) is 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow 
him’ (18:21). 'How long will you 'waver' 
(NIV) or 'sit on the fence' (REB)?

The same Hebrew word is used to de-
scribe the leaping or dancing of the 
prophets of Baal (18:26).

It is also used in 2 Samuel 4:4 to describe 
Mephibosheth's lameness. Never have 
limping and dancing seemed so close!

Does it not describe much of the West-
ern world today? ‘God is like a house 
with many gates, the gates being the dif-
ferent religions,’ said Peter Cameron. So 
did many in Elijah’s day. 

People often do not deny Christ, but they do 
not believe in Him as the only Saviour either.

We have become like the Israelites as the 
northern kingdom collapsed (2 Kings 
17:33). FW Krummacher declared: 'To 
act half as children of time, and half as 
children of eternity, brings with it entire 
death.' In other words, a faith which is 
divided between God and other gods is 
in the end not saving faith at all.

The secret name for God according 
to the Masonic Lodge is Jahbu-
lon (a mixture of Jehovah and 
Baal). That is to waver between 
two opinions, which is spiritu-
ally fatal (Matt.6:24; 12:30).

CS Lewis got it right: 'There is no 
neutral ground in the universe: every 
square inch, every split second, is claimed 
by God and counterclaimed by Satan.'

To waver between two opinions when 
God has declared His mind is not so-
phistication but unfaithfulness. Christi-
anity is logical - Jesus Christ is the in-
carnation of God, and the only way back 
to the Father. If Islam is true, follow it; if 
Buddhism is true, follow it; but if Jesus 
is Lord, He will judge the world and He 
alone can save us. The fence is a danger-
ous place to sit.

The people did not answer Elijah. Were 
the people convicted or confused? Who 
knows? Perhaps Elijah's words were be-
ginning to hit home. They ought to be 
clear at least to us. God calls for us all to 
make a clear, decided and heartfelt com-
mitment to Himself.      

Truth, not numbers
Who has the numbers? It is the prophets of 
Baal, not Elijah; it is 450 to one. Elijah was not 
quite as alone as he thought he was (19:18). 

But it is still true that those who count 
heads and do surveys before they decide 
whom to support would have joined the 
side of the Baals.

We do not so learn Christ. As the En-
glish Baptists in the nineteenth century 
caved in on the authority of Scripture, 
Charles Spurgeon declared: 'Long ago I 
ceased to count heads. Truth is usually 
in the minority in this evil world.' Truth 
is not decided by media opinion polls. 
The point is not whether the tide is fa-
vouring the Christian cause or not. Be 
prepared to stand against the majority. 
The issue is not 'If the Lord is popular, 
then follow Him' but 'If the Lord is God, 
then follow Him.'

It is almost invariably the little flock 
which is the kingdom of God on earth 
(Luke 12:32). 

The God of the evidence
The God who answers with fire 
on the altar is the true God 
(18:23-24). This is not here for 
us to imitate but to learn from. 

The God of the Bible is the God of 
the evidence. Why believe in Christ, 

and not in Buddha or Mohammed? Well, 
for a starter, I will die, and so will you. 
Buddha has died, and has stayed dead. 
So has Mohammed. There is ample rea-
son for believing that Jesus rose from the 
dead (see 1 Cor.15:3-8).

Or why believe the Bible and not the 
Qur’an? One reason is the prophecies 
of Scripture (Isa.41:21-24). The Qur’an 
has references to prophets rather than 
prophecies - which is convenient be-
cause you cannot get it wrong. Compare 
that to the prophecies of Christ that we 
find in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53. 

Furthermore, there is the oft-repeated 
story of the atheist who challenged HA 
Ironside to a debate. Ironside replied: 
'Let us be concrete about this. I will bring 
100 people who have been transformed 
by Christ - drunkards, adulterers, covet-
ous people, those who lived for self who 
now live for Christ and who live lives of 
faithfulness, truth, humility and love. 
And you bring 100 people whose lives 
have been transformed by atheism.' The 
challenge was not taken up.

God has not promised that He will send 
fire from heaven today, but He is still the 
God who has revealed Himself in the ev-
idence: in the resurrection of Jesus, in the 
prophecies of Scripture, and in changed 
lives, as well as in many other ways.

The people in Elijah's day accepted the 
contest: 'It is well spoken (18:24).' It is 
time to face up to the evidence, and not 
continue to evade God. People every-
where are limping with two opinions. 
The issue is: 'Who is on the Lord's side?' 
By grace we are enabled to reply: 

By Thy grand redemption,
By Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord's side;
Saviour, we are Thine.
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