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Thou shalt not kill

Once again the usual suspects in
NSW were pushing to have
euthanasia legalised. The
fundamental demand being put to
us is that we should give these
distressed spirits some peace at last
— so let’s all agree to kill them!

The move in the NSW upper house by the
‘progressives’ is initially arguing for so called
‘voluntary euthanasia’ for those dying from
incurable and painful conditions — assumed to be
near the end of life. So what is the problem with
everyone agreeing to just killing them?

It is fascinating to observe how the promoters of
confusion and darkness present themselves as
the champions of light and compassion. They
argue we show more compassion to dogs in
putting them down. If you are not with them you
must be an uncaring person.

It is dangerous when those determined to
manipulate ideas in the public square employ the
dominant language of our culture: choice, consent

and freedom but it is really just insisting on
command over the human condition. It is part of
what C S Lewis described as the abolition of
understanding of humanity as we have known it.
Itis the creature demanding to make the call over
life and death in contempt of the Creator.

But truth cannot be reduced to subjective feelings
and sentiment alone. There are truth claims that
stand no matter what.True objective moral values
are not unreasoned emotive out-dated subjective
opinions.To argue for death over life is to reduce
human existence to a price rather than a value.

The forces at work in the NSW legislature claiming
to promote human dignity are really undermining
it and actually make it worth less. To argue that
someone who has no productive potential lacks
value is wrong. Of course this would be only the
beginning. Once voluntary euthanasia is
approved ‘compassionate euthanasia’ will follow.
The argument and political pressure will be on
killing any who are suffering - including the
disabled or children.The logic is exactly the same
but they won't admit to that.

The right to die’ mob insist they want to prevent

‘useless’ suffering — so will they also be the
arbitrator as to which suffering is useful and which
is not? Humans have a God-given capacity to
reason about that which is true and that which is
good and that which is worthy.We can ameliorate
pain and discomfort without either bizarre ways
to keep alive or boldly killing.

We should challenge governments who introduce
arbitrary killing. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said,“For even
the most wretched life is worth living before God.”
However you dress it up voluntary euthanasia is
legalised self-murder (suicide) at best, or society
sanctioned murder at worst.

Where have we come to as a society that wants to
set up categories of human beings who qualify for
elimination? This should be abhorrent to anyone
who still grasps what it means to be human.But if
they need a moral boost then the sixth
commandment should suffice; “You shall not
murder” EXODUS 20:13 (NIV).

Having failed on this occasion, we can still expect
the pro-death mob to keep trying to redefine
humanity.

Take a Moment

FROM REV BRUGE CHRISTIAN

Psalm 51:11-12 “Do not cast me from
your presence or take your Holy
Spirit from me. Restore to me the
joy of your salvation and grant me
a willing spirit, to sustain me.”

| was asked recently on what basis | thought the
Electin the Old Testament were saved - how could
their sins have been cleansed if Jesus had not yet
died on the Cross?

In Psalm 51, David demonstrates as clear an
understanding of the Gospel of Salvation by Grace
as would any of us who look back to the Saviour’s
death. He saw that his only hope was in God’s
mercy (1), that somehow God himself would have
to wash away his sin and purify him (2, 7-10). He

knew what the true nature of sin is:that regardless
of what form it takes and whomever else it
involves (in his case Bathsheba, Uriah, and
ultimately all Israel as the King was to be their
spiritual role model) it is first and foremost an
offence against a holy and just God (4); and that
he was born - even conceived - hard-wired for sin
(3,5). He knew that he could in no way contribute
to his salvation, even by sacrificing animals, but
that all God required from him was a‘broken and
contrite heart’(16-17). And here in today'’s verses
he sees the proper relationship between
justification and sanctification. Not only is he put
right with God through the sacrifice God provides,
but it will be God also in the Person of his Holy
(sanctifying) Spirit who enables him to experience
God'’s saving grace throughout the whole of his
earthly pilgrimage.

This is exactly the NT understanding as it is
expressed by the Apostle Paul: “continue to work

out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is
God who works in you to will and to act according
to his good purpose.” (Philippians 2:12b-13).

David might not have known the finer details of
Christ’s atoning death, but he knew the essence
of the Gospel; he now rejoices in God'’s presence,
as we hope to do, because Jesus died. All the OT
saints share in this same hope by faith (Hebrews
11).

Vale Rev Bob Riek

Reverend Robert Noel Riek passed away early
April 7 aged 95 years.

His funeral was held on April 12 in the St
Stephen’s Presbyterian Church at Tamworth.

He is survived by his widow Vi, who lives in
Tamworth.
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ON BUDGET AND ON TIME: The multi million
dollar new PTC is rising from the dirt in Sydney's
Burwood, proceeding according to plan and
budget. Full story page three.
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The NSW Council of Churches — of
which the PCNSW is a member -
came out against the private
member’s bill seeking to legalise
euthanasia and assisted suicide in
NSW, citing it as dangerous and
unBiblical.

The Rights of the Terminally Il Bill 2013,
introduced on Thursday May 2 by NSW Greens
MLC, Cate Faehrmann, was debated in the State’s
Upper House, with all Members granted a
conscience vote on the issue.

Ms Faehrmann has told the media she wanted to
convince MPs that “adequate safeguards” exist in
the Bill and was hopeful it would pass quickly,
saying people deserved the right to choose death
over suffering.

Council of Churches President, Rev Dr Ross Clifford
however, said if enacted, the Bill would have
redefined the value of the lives of some people as
not worth living.

“Our challenge as a society is to transform the
experience of people who are disabled or dying,
not to intervene to end their lives,” he said.“For
Christians, the Bible makes it clear that human life
and human dignity must be protected.We already
have good laws and policies that support
compassionate care of the terminally ill. If the
system is not broken, don't try to fix it.

Meanwhile, both the Presbyterian Church
Moderator General Rt Rev David Jones and the
NSW Moderator Rt Rev Trevor Cheetham urged
Presbyterians to pray and to write to their elected
representatives to speak out against the Bill on
Biblical grounds.

Dr Clifford said advances in palliative care made
assisted death unnecessary.“Instead of wasting
taxpayers’ money on reviews of every death by
euthanasia, the NSW Government should improve
resources for palliative care so that terminally ill
patients in our community receive the care and
comfort they deserve at the end of life to
minimize suffering,” he said.

“This bill would have enshrined the right to kill
and be killed in NSW law. It will endanger disabled
people who cannot speak for themselves, and
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who may be seen as an unnecessary burden by
their family or the state. We cannot be sure the
proposed law would never be extended to
include incapacitated patients.

“The legal right to kill patients does nothing to
enhance human dignity, yet this bill makes
medical homicide legal. Should we dismiss
concerns of doctors who say, This is not what we
became doctors to do’? The Bill was voted down.
Your voice was heard.

Mr Jones said for Christians all human life was
precious and the sanctity of life should be upheld.

“We affirm that human life has innate value which
is never diminished by circumstances or opinions,”
he said.”Euthanasia and the removal of care are
also violations of this most basic human right.We
therefore affirm our commitment to care for the
terminally ill, including the provision of palliative
care, while recognising the right of patients to
refuse futile or overly burdensome treatment.”

Euthanasia and whether to legalise it has a long
history, with attempts to introduce similar bills
unsuccessfully in 2001, 2003 and now 2013. We
can expect it to return.

PTG rising — on time and on budget . e momm

The State’s new Presbyterian
Theological Centre is rising from
the ground at Burwood on time and
on budget.

Work on the multi- million dollar project — which
required the total demolition of 1 Clarence Stand
partial demolition of the current college on
Shaftesbury Rd to create a new modern four level
college and two towers of five and 10 levels
containing 42 seniors living units — has now
reached the fifth level concrete slab pour.

Executive Manager Development for the PCNSW
Property Trust, John Ishak said he was delighted
all was progressing as planned, despite some rain
delays.

Stage one completion date is scheduled for early
December, ready to move into the new PTC.

“Currently the fourth level slab of the PTC is being
prepared for construction.By the time this edition
of the Pulse is published, this will have been
completed, along with level five,” he said.

“A slab is being poured every three weeks or so,
with approximately 200 cubic metres of concrete
per level.”

The first floor concrete pour, (which houses the
main hall of the PTC) including beams and
columns, required a massive 300 cubic metres of
concrete.

Meanwhile, Mr Ishak said the refurbishment work
of the Heritage Building was underway, and
would be completed at the same time as the PTC
for occupation.

PTC principal,Rev Dr lan Smith said students were
coping well with the development.

“It is a constant talking point as the building
literally grows before our very eyes,” he said.
“Some days are noisier than others - but overall it
is just background noise that blends in with the
traffic of Shaftesbury Road and the flight path
overhead.”

Stripping out of the formwork on the lower levels
is now underway, with internal works to
commence shortly.

Both facilities will have separate street addresses,
with the college to cover 2300 square metres
over four levels including a two level library,a 300
seat hall/chapel, expansive dining and lounge
areas, outdoor seating and basement parking.

AND WAYNE RICHARDS.

A NEW THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE IS RISING FROM THE DEMOLITION DUST AT BURWOOD, WITH THE CONCRETE SET TO BE POURED ON LEVEL FOUR SOON. PHOTO RIGHT: JOHN ISHAK
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Students on a mission.........

Mission is one of the highlights of
the year at the Presbyterian
Theological College. It happens in
the middle of first semester each
year when teams spread out to visit
churches in NSW (and beyond) and
involves two Sundays and a week of
activities in between.

Students usually stay in the homes of church
members as well as sharing in church life and work
for a week. Mission is a great chance for students to
get to know a church and have a look at ministry
in a different context, as well as a time to work
together as a team and help churches in their
mission.

This year PTC sent teams to Kirkplace in Kogarah,
toTaree and Gunnedah in country NSW and to the
St John's Church and Mount Stuart Church in
Hobart.

Kirkplace

Kirkplace is a young and vibrant church which
provided students a great opportunity to learn
from a progressive ministry team.The team was
very appreciative of the efforts by volunteer pastor
Steve Fattal to facilitate the mission experience.

whole range of church life.Students were involved
in preaching, music, seniors’ service, home
visitations throughout the week, scripture, men'’s
ministry,and Bible studies.

It is served by a large number of dedicated staff
who work in specialised roles and students were
able to learn from and interact with each staff
member during the week. Lead pastor Steve
Chong led a session that helped students think
about their own gifts and encouraged them to
shape their service around the people God has
made them.

The team taught SRE to high school students at
James Cook Boys High. Students were also
involved with the kids’ church program at
Kirkplace on the second Sunday. During the week
they shared in prayer meetings, Bible studies, and
worship services. It was great to see students
growing in their fellowship with one another and
forming lasting friendships with many members
of this passionate church.

Taree

Eleven fired up students travelled to Taree, a town
of 20,000, to share 'Good News Week' with the
Taree Church.The program was a balance of time
to prepare and activities in which the team served
with people from the church. Taree Church is
heavily involved with primary school Scripture, so
there were many opportunities to lead lessons.

Mission is a great opportunity to try new things,
and Taree church let students get involved in the
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Through the week the team shared the good news
with people from the church as well as enjoying
warm hospitality. The team was warmly welcomed
by Paul Harris, the Minister at Taree Church who
organised the mission program for the week and
generously gave much of his time to working with
the team.The team was encouraged as Paul shared
his approach to ministry in regional NSW. Paul's
emphasis on training church members for
ministry, and his willingness to try a range of
different approaches to sharing the gospel
provided an inspiring model.

Gunnedah

Gunnedah is a rural town of about 8000 residents,
six hours' drive north west of Sydney.

The 12 students on the team were challenged,
stretched and encouraged as they participated in
church services, kids' clubs, nursing home
visitations, Bible studies and high school scripture.
Lyle Sims, the minister of Gunnedah Church,
provided the team with a wide range of Gospel
ministry opportunities and set the team a
wonderful example of servant leadership.

At the kids' clubs on Wednesday and Friday at least
10 kids heard the Gospel and learnt a story about
Jesus to share with friends and family. Several
people who were contacted during the week
came along to church for the final Sunday service.

Hobart

Eleven students travelled to the beautiful city of
Hobart.They enjoyed great coffee, delicious apples
and no traffic; but the best part of the trip was to
see what God is doing through churches like St
John's and Mount Stuart.

Each team member had an opportunity to serve
in some way. Some were assigned to preach,some
gave testimonies, some did the Bible reading,and
some gave the kids’ talk. All were stretched with
new challenges.The team took part in a ministry
at the University of Tasmania, including FOCUS
which reaches out to overseas students and
regularly sees students coming to faith from non-
church backgrounds. They also learnt about the
series of church plants of Presbyterian churchesin
the centre of Hobart.

Students spoke at services at Riverview Nursing
Home, at a dessert evening, a men’s dinner and a
women’s breakfast; as well as at services at St
John’s and Mount Stuart. All the events of the week
had a great sense of mutual encouragement.The
PTC team heard about what God was doing, met
people who had just become Christians and
shared the gospel; the churches enjoyed having
the students and seeing how God used their gifts.

For some of the team this was their first visit to an
Australian country town. Some had never given
talks or testimonies to large groups of people,and
it was encouraging for the church and team
members to listen and reflect on their
presentations. Some had never coordinated large
events such as a church service, scripture or kids'
club,and these provided a challenging experience.

The team was encouraged by the hospitality and
love of the church community.They were accepted
immediately into the church community and
participated in Bible studies, services and dinner
events across the week (and were very well fed).
The team enjoyed a warm welcome into the
homes of their hosts, a farm tour and a chance to
go horse riding. Most importantly, they gained
valuable insights into gospel ministry in a country
town.

Each morning the team was treated to a seminar
by a minister from the different ministries in
Hobart.The seminars ranged from church planting
to the importance of rest. Alistair Bain, the minister
at St John's and David Jones, the minister at Mt
Stuart were very generous with their time to share
their wisdom and experience, often over a great
cup of coffee.

PTC vice-principal, John McClean, told the Pulse
mission was a valuable time for students to
develop skills for ministry and to think about
church life in a new context.

He said missions formed new friendships between
students and with people they met in the
churches.”We are very thankful for the generosity
of churches in hosting our teams and letting us
share in their life and ministry,” he said.”"We deeply
appreciate all the effort that goes into mission
from the people of the churches and the ministers.
It has been wonderful to hear the positive reports
of a whole range of experiences this year.”

Is your church interested in hosting a PTC
mission in 2014? Contact John McClean
jmeclean@ptcsydney.org for details.
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Full anqﬁndas for State and Federal

assemblies

PCNSW members, Trustees, clergy,
Elders and others will be involved in
not one but two “business meetings
of the Church” in coming months.

First up is the annual PCNSW General Assembly, to
be held at the Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC) in
Sydney’s Croydon, over a week in July.

The opening night of the PCNSWGA will see Mr
Colin Langford, Elder at Argyle (Goulburn)
nominated as Moderator. Mr Langford is Chairman
of the Pastoral Relations Commission of the
General Assembly and has been Chairman of the
Board of The Scots School, Bathurst.

Some of the expected highlights will include:

B The Assembly will be asked to enact new
regulations for the Social Services committee
and the METRO committee;

B The Assembly will be asked to appoint
Elizabeth McClean as CEO of Presbyterian Social
Services for afive year period as from March 1.
She is currently acting in the role;

m Approval will be sought for the re-appointment
of Murray Smith as Lecturer in Biblical Studies at
the PTG,

M The resignation of the Rev Dr Paul Logan as
Clerk of Assembly as from December 31,2014
will be received and nominations called for his
successor with the appointment to be made at
the 2014 NSW Assembly;

B A petition will be dealt with from Presbyterian
Social Services requesting the ordination of
Jason Forbes, Licentiate, in his appointment to
the position of Disability Advocate through
Presbyterian Social Services;

As well during the week, Rev David Burke will
deliver a series of three Biblical expositions, nine
new ministers will be welcomed into their first
charges in NSW and those appointed to their
positions in NSW since the last Assembly will be
presented to the Moderator and four ministers will
celebrate the Jubilee of their ordination to the
ministry — Rev Dr H Cairns, Rev AR Ewin, Rev RJ
McCracken and the Rev Dr RG McKinnon.

The Assembly will also receive reports from its
various committees, boards and councils.

Following in September will be the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia
(GAA).

Held every three years, this year the GAA will start
at 7pm on Monday September 9 in the Chinese

Presbyterian Church, cnr Crown and Albion Streets
in Sydney’s Surry Hills.

Around 200 commissioners from all the states will
gather for the Assembly together with visitors
from overseas churches.

Highlights will include the installation of the new
Moderator General, the Rev David Cook, formerly
Principal of the Sydney Missionary and Bible
College at Croydon (taking over from Rt Rev David
Jones, of Tasmania).

The Assembly will give thanks for the lives of and
commemorate the passing of two former
Moderators-General — Very Rev James Mullan and
the Very Rev Murray Ramage. It will also deal with
the retirement of the Rev Dr Paul Logan as Clerk of
Assembly as from December 31, 2014 and the
appointment of a new Clerk and Deputy Clerk. Dr
Logan has been Clerk of Assembly since 1991.

Ministers will be received from other churches in
Australia and from overseas to become ministers
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia and as the
Pulse went to press without further information
available, Mr Logan said he expected that the
Church and Nation Committee would raise several
issues during the Assembly.

Rolling into Assembly 2013 -« wssa. s

Last year (2012) was my third
appearance in bowling whites at
the annual NSW General Assembly
Bowls Day.

On the Monday morning of Assembly
approximately 50 bowlers take to the greens at
North Sydney Leagues Bowling Club. I'm one of
the young guys, but not one of the new guys
anymore. Each year new bowlers (or wannabe
bowlers) have donned the “whites”

Itis not a hard decision for me to play each year. |
like bowls, the view of Sydney Harbour from North
Sydney and spending time with older men. But
most of all | cherish the opportunity to talk about
Jesus with guest bowlers and bear testimony to
what God is doing in His churches across the State.

Last year | had a timely conversation with a guest
bowler who thought the church was all but dead.
He was pleasantly surprised that young-ish people
like me were still heading to fulltime paid ministry.
That certainly got us talking about Jesus.

And not only that! | even had my first win...thanks
to some help from a bowler who was a recent
State finalist.

Assembly bowls brings
together sport and
Christian fellowship

BY DOUG BENNETTS

The 59th Annual Assembly Bowls Tournament on
Monday July 1 will bring together sport and
Christian fellowship.

The rolling of each bowl and the completion of
each end promotes celebration of sportsmanship,
and the free-flowing conversations enable men
from many congregations to fellowship and
encourage one another in their faith.

Many men retire to the Club House, rejoicing like
the Elder in 3 John 3.

"It gave me great joy to have some brothers come
and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and
how you continue to walk in the truth”

All are welcome especially country visitors (for the
Assembly) and friends of bowlers. Anyone
planning to attend should contact Rev Russell
Smidt (02 9876 1188) or Doug Bennetts (02 9858
2553).

WINGS conference looks at the gift of life

Around 80 women attended the
WINGS (Women in Gospel
Sharing) conference hosted by
Mittagong/Tahmoor Committee
Wollondilly Presbyterian church in
Tahmoor earlier this year.

Special guest was speaker and author, Naomi
Reed, who presented the story of Esther through
Esther’s eyes - how she came to save her people,
her fears, her faith and her trust in the Lord. Her
story showed that God is always in control and
works for the good of His people.

Conference participants had two electives to
choose from - with Wendy Tsai for a spot of
creativity, learning how to use art to express

NAOMI REED IN THE ROLE OF JAIRUS' WIFE.

worship or with Lynn-Marie Hick on a journey
‘From Life's First Cry to final Breath; looking at
events in life and working on a time line to try and
understand the gift of life.

After lunch and joyful singing, Mrs Reed took the
form of Jairus' wife, and re-enacted the story of
their sick daughter, who died and was brought
back to life by Jesus. Still in the form of Jairus’ wife
she of Jesus’ time in Jerusalem, spoke about his
stories and teachings, the Widow’s Offering, Judas
and his betrayal of Jesus, finishing with Jesus’entry
into Jerusalem, the trial of Jesus, His death and
resurrection. All accompanied by music.
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Same sex marriage: Remain true but

reach out, says

“Presbyterians must remain true to
their convictions, while at the same
time reaching out to those who
heartily disagreed with them,
always speaking the truth in love,”
Moderator General Rt Rev David
Jones said.

Mr Jones was responding to news that the New
Zealand Parliament had voted to allow same sex
marriage. Since then, the French government has
adopted same sex marriage and the British
Parliament was to consider it as the Pulse went to
press.

“We have a fight on our hands, but it is a fight for
the hearts and minds of people,” Mr Jones said.
“Paul says to the Corinthians... ‘we demolish
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God and we take captive
every thought to make it obedient to Christ’(2 Cor
10:5).

“Ultimately the challenge is to reach this nation
with the gospel of Jesus.”

Mr Jones said he was personally disappointed but
not surprised that the New Zealand Parliament
had legislated in favour of Same Sex Marriage but
said it was a contradiction in terms.

“The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, |
understand, is opposed to this redefinition of
Marriage,” he said.

“No doubt the issue will be very much on the
agenda at their next General Assembly in October

2013. Until then | understand that officially they
hold to the Biblical position that marriage is
between a man and a woman.

“This is clearly the Biblical teaching and to remain
faithful to Jesus we must hold on to it.If the State
redefines marriage we will perhaps need to coin
another name for it, but we must remain true to
our convictions, "we must obey God rather than
men". (Acts 5:29).

“I like what Rick Warren has said, "Our culture has
accepted two huge lies. The first is that if you
disagree with someone’s lifestyle, you must fear
them or hate them. The second is that to love
someone means you agree with everything they
believe or do. Both are nonsense. You don't have
to compromise convictions to be compassionate.”

Meanwhile, the Australian Christian Lobby’s
Managing Director, Jim Wallace, has said calls by
Federal Attorney-General Mark Dreyfus for yet
another vote to redefine marriage should be
rejected.

Od Gen BY KAREN THORNTON

“Despite the hype, this issue is not on the average
Australian’s top ten list of priorities, including
members of the left leaning GetUp group,” he said.

He said the Government had spent an inordinate
amount of time on this issue.

B Three parliamentary inquiries were held within
three years with same-sex marriage not
supported by two of them.

B In response to a Greens’ motion, Federal MPs
surveyed their electorates with the
overwhelming majority reporting back to
Parliament it was not supported by their
constituents.

m After almost two years of public and
parliamentary  debate, the Australian
Parliament just last September rejected
redefining marriage by a margin of almost two
to one (98-42 in the House of Representatives
and 41-26 in the Senate).

Convener of the Presbyterian Church of Australia’s
Church and Nation Committee, Rev Stefan Slucki,
said that saying that two plus three equalled 17
did not make same sex marriage correct no matter
how many times people said so.

“Iwould imagine our Committee would affirm that
marriage between a heterosexual couple forms
THE template for "family" and needs to be not
tampered with,” he said.

“There are other domestic partnership
arrangements within society which work more or
less smoothly but this one mustn't be re-
engineered.”

PWA seeks prayer for conference

PWA State president, Barbara
Bullen, has asked PCNSW
members to pray for her
organisation as it prepares for its
annual conference in July.

The conference, traditionally held in the days
before the PCNSW General Assembly, will feature
Mrs Suchitra Tagore as guest speaker.Mrs Tagore is
the wife of Vijay who is studying at Presbyterian
Theological College before returning to India after
completing his studies and is expected to be an
engaging and thought provoking speaker.

Leading up to the conference, PWA's Home
Mission Ceilidh will see more than 83 members

travel in two coaches to Wauchope via the new
Grace Church at Newcastle and returning via
Gosford.

“The women will encourage and take God’s word
to the people who have a heart for our Lord and
His good works,”Mrs Bullen said.”It would be good
if people could pray for them.”

Mrs Bullen has spent a lot of time travelling and
encouraging other women herself in recent
months.

“In one month alone | travelled to Bombala,
Armidale and Warialda for PWA Rallies,” she said.
“We give thanks for the Godly women who have
continually kept the Word of God alive in their
parishes.

“ As they minister to each other and other women
in their parishes and local communities and to
many men as well, they continually spread the
Word of God.

“While having the privilege of speaking to them
of the news of PWA throughout NSW, | was
continually blessed by their work and support in
the mission field. Some of the churches | visited
were struggling to stay open and yet they
continued in their struggle as they were called to
do.”

The PWMU’s project for the year is to assist the
Tagore family with their return to India.

Mainly Music ministry marks five year milestone

Grace Presbyterian Warabrook -
formerly St Philip’s Newcastle East
- has marked the fifth anniversary
of the establishment of its
children’s music ministry, mainly
music.
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The ministry, which began about the same time as
the Presbyterian Pulse was launched after a
successful fund raising venture and some
generous donations to buy equipment, now has
more than 30 children attending each week.

Mainly music began in early 2008 under the
leadership of Women and Children’s Pastor,
Rebecca Bishop (Copland) and a team of 8 women

from our church family. As numbers grew, some of
the team helped set up mainly music at Surfside
Stockton.

Several families are from Korea, China and Russia
and the team hopes to commence an ESL class
and Bible study in the near future.



« 7o WHY

o4 | BELIEVE
IN GOD...

‘H’

bY way»re richards

IF YOU ASKED ME THIS QUESTION WHEN I WAS 10 YEARS
OLD | WOULD HAVE ANSWERED SOMETHING LIKE "1 JUST DO,
AND I THINK | ALWAYS HAVE." A MOST UNSATISFYING RE-
SPONSE FOR SOME. AFTER YEARS OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH,
READING AND GOOD TEACHING | CAN GIVE A MORE TECHNI-
CALLY SATISFYING ANSWER TODAY.

Rationally, | could talk of God's general revelation
of himself through nature and conscience.
Spiritually, | could speak of God's undeserved gift
of faith in opening my eyes through the Holy
Spirit and making me spiritually alive to him
through the reconciling act of Christ.Perhaps also
an unsatisfying response for some. It could get
more interesting if these areas were explained in
greater detail but the 'why believe in God'
question, is possibly a less important question.

The Bible makes some important points about
belief in God.We learn that God ‘has put eternity
into man's heart’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11).We learn that
‘even the demons believe—and shudder!’ (James
2:19) So, merely believing in God provides no
more benefit than whatever a devil gets from
believing.

If this is all true then everyone's default position
is to believe in God.You actually have to work at
not believing. One of the contemporary proofs of
this seems to be the way many who

taken seriously. The benefits were beyond
anything else available and the dangers of
ignoring God were terrifying.

When | was nine years old my mother took me
and my elder brother Graeme to Royal Randwick
racecourse to hear Billy Graham. When the
invitation was given mother urged both of us to
walk out to the front.It was a long walk from high
up in the stands for a nine year old. | do not
remember much detail or being under much
conviction. While signing a card did not matter
very much to me what did matter greatly was
being signed-up to receive regular (junior)
Scripture Union Bible reading notes.

That started me regularly reading slabs of the
Bible. | became acquainted with its author. At
some point over the next 12 months | was
convicted of my true state before God and the
need to place my faith in him alone. If you read
the Bible with an open mind and an open heart
God will get your attention as he communicates
what he is like to you.Then you realise that it is
personal as well as cosmic and he becomes
irresistible. You see yourself in a new
unfavourable light which is liberating because it
is honest. It is about sin and the availability of
forgiveness.As Augustine prayed, "Our hearts find
no rest until they find their rest in you."

There is one particular complaint about belief
and God - “what about all the suffering?” While

PERSPECTIVES:

THE PULSE IS LAUNCHING A NEW SEMI-REGULAR

FEATURE TITLED “WHY I BELIEVE IN GOD".

the Bible is comprehensively meant for all of life
it does not exhaustively cover every detail. We are
not told if life as we know it was created
elsewhere than on the third rock from the sun, or
why we were not given three arms instead of only
two (imagine the possible sports!).The Bible also
does not'justify’ the existence of evil, particularly
in the light of God's attributes of being all
knowing, all powerful and all good. Yet the Bible
tackles the reality of evil head-on. We discover
that if we are not reconciled to God through the
work of Jesus we are left on the side of evil. That
is not a winning position.

We do not know why God has not so far
prevented evil but we are told he yet will. The
reason for the delay can only be for our ultimate
good. Augustine says, "God judged it better to
bring good from evil than not suffer evil at all."
This is generally true but specifically true
regarding the evil that God the Father allowed to
be perpetrated upon the Son of God for our
good.On a Friday afternoon in April around 33AD
mankind put the Son of God to death on a hill
outside of Jerusalem. This and other atrocities is
what happens when mankind thinks he can run
things better than God. And yet God took that
evil upon himself willingly and lovingly to enable
mercy to be delivered justly. If we think there has
been greater suffering than that, then we have
not got our heads around what it means to bear
the cosmic sentence for sin.

usually go nowhere near God want to
blame God or have questions of him when
tragedy strikes. There are many more
sobering reminders of the blindingly
obvious. The Psalmist declares, ‘The fool
says in his heart,“There is no God.” (Psalm
14:1) and the apostle Paul confirms ‘they
exchanged the truth about God for a lie’
(Romans 1:25).

Perhaps the better question to ask is more
simply put 'Why believe God' or 'Why | take
God seriously?" While the rational and
spiritual reasons given earlier remain a
valid part of the answer the more
complete answer is because of who he is.
But how do | know what God is like? It was
checking out what God said and did in
human history and having that faithfully

(3

This world became imperfect because of
mankind. It will yet be made perfect, as will
those who trust God. A life lived apart from
God is unsustainable, and will not sustain you
through death - the very last enemy. Jesus
beat that enemy for those who truly trust in
him.

| believe in God, because | believe Christ. The
reason | take him seriously is because the Bible
convinces me he is who he claims to be and
to trust in myself for eternity instead of him is
plainly foolish.

‘NOW JESUS DID MANY OTHER SIGNS IN THE PRESENCE OF
THE DISCIPLES, WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK;
BUT THESE ARE WRITTEN SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT
JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT BY BE-
LIEVING YOU MAY HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME.” JOHN 20:30-

explained that | decided God had to be

WAYNE RICHARDS WITH GRAND DAUGHTERS AMELIA AND SIMONE

30

MODERATOR’S

the

WITH RT REV
TREVOR CHEETHAM

their own mind!”

usions of

THIS IS THE FINAL COLUMN FROM MODERATOR REV TREVOR CHEETHAM, WHO WILL HAND OVER AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JULY. THANKS TO
MR CHEETHAM FOR HIS GOSPEL CENTRED WORDS DURING THE PAST YEAR.
“Th h Towards the end of Israel’s own sovereign rule in the days of
e rop ecv the prophet Jeremiah, there were people claiming to have
words of wisdom for their fellow-countryman to listen to.
e They made grand statements that made people feel good
and comfortable but were contrary to God’s Word.They were

man’s own thoughts based on man’s dreams.

In Australia today we have people making bold statements

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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ETHICS:

COMMENTARY BY
- JOHN McCLEAN

The Sabbath principle

We're busy, tired, stressed. Life is
faster and faster: more demands,
more events. Through our phones
and laptops work follows us
everywhere. There is no downtime.
For lots of us a commitment to a
regular, weekly day of rest is a
beautiful but impractical idea. It
would be a pleasant daydream, if
there was time for anything like
that.

The last column looked at the Law and the
Christian and argued that Christian discipleship is
following Jesus by keeping the moral law by the
power of the Spirit.| managed to duck around the
obvious issue: the Sabbath. The fourth
commandment is “remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy” Does that still bind us? Very few
Christians keep the seventh day as a Sabbath,and
not many of my friends view Sunday as a Sabbath.
So what do we make of the Sabbath?

God told Israel that the whole nation, including
servants and animals, was to work six days and rest
for one (Ex 20:10; Dt 5:14).What a relief for released
slaves that their new Lord gave rest as well as work
(see Ex 5:5-18). On the Sabbath they were not to
gather food, plow, reap, start a fire, buy and sell or
cut wood (Ex 16:29-30;34:21;35:3;Num 15:32-36;
Amos 8:5; Neh 13:15-21). It was a day for sacred
assembly and worship (Lev 23:3; 2 Kgs 4:23; Isa
1:13) and there were special sacrifices offered (Lev
24:8; Num 28:9-10; Ezek 45:17; 46:4-5; 1 Chr 9:32;
23:31;2 Chr 2:3; 8:13). It was meant to be a day of
joyful celebration (Hos 2:13;Lam 2:6). At least one
Psalm was written specifically for the Sabbath (Ps
92).

The prophets called Israel to keep the Sabbath as
part of their covenant duty to the Lord (Is 56:2, 6;
58:13). Jeremiah condemned Israel’s sin (Jer 17:1-
18) and insisted they keep the Sabbath (Jer
17:19-27). Nehemiah made sure people did not
trade on the Sabbath by locking the gates of
Jerusalem (Neh. 13:19).

The traditional Reformed view is that the Sabbath
is part of the moral law and Christians are to keep
Sunday as the Christian Sabbath (see Westminster
Confession 21:7-8). The argument is that the first
day of the week, the Lord’s Day, became the
Christian Sabbath and most (or all) of the
requirements of the Old Testament Sabbath apply
to Sunday. The Larger Catechism of the
Westminster Assembly teaches that the Christian
Sabbath is kept holy by resting from our usual
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work and recreation of other days in order to focus
on public and private worship (Q.117). When |
grew up we kept Sunday as a day for church and
family, and didn't play sport, watch TV or do
homework.(Homework can seem attractive when
you aren't allowed to do it) Is that what is
expected of Christians?

Notice that the Sabbath command is treated
differently to the others in the New Testament
(Matt 12:8-12; Col 2:16; Rom 14:5-6). Each of the
other ten commandments is applied and
reinforced in the New Testament, but it seems as if
the Sabbath law is loosened and even broken.The
one direct reference by Paul teaches that the
Sabbath, like other feasts, is “a shadow” of the
“reality which is found in Christ” (Col 2:16-17).
Hebrews 4 says there is still a“Sabbath-rest for the
people of God” (Heb 4:9). The passage does not
discuss keeping a day of rest and worship, but
entering the rest of God through obedient faith in
Jesus (Heb 3:7-4:11).

Because of the way the Sabbath is treated in the
New Testament, | have come to the conclusion that
the Sabbath law (at least in its specifics) is
ceremonial law which no longer binds Christians.
So | have the somewhat ‘messy’ view that nine of
the ten commandments are moral law and one is
ceremonial. Defenders of the traditional view
would complain that my position is inconsistent,
however the “inconsistency” is found in the New
Testament itself.

One of the signs that Christians are not bound to
the Sabbath is that the New Testament church
began to meet on the first day of the week, the
resurrection day.This pattern begins with the risen
Jesus meeting his disciples on the first day (Matt.
28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1). The church
met on Pentecost (the day after a Sabbath) and
continued to meet on the first day of the week
(Acts 20:7; 1Cor. 16:2).The evidence from the early
documents outside the New Testament supports
the idea that the early church met on the Lord’s
Day.The Didache (written about 70 AD) refers to
Christians meeting on the Lord’s Day, as do the
early bishops Irenaeus and Ignatius. The early
church historian Eusebius, looking back from the
4th century, says that all the churches follow the
pattern received from the apostles of worshipping
on the Lord’s Day.

While there is no Sabbath theology or law
associated with the Lord’s Day, it was the practice
of the apostolic church to meet on the first day of
the week.This is a pattern we should preserve if we
can: just as we continue to meet and follow the
apostolic practice of reading the Bible, teaching,
singing, prayer and the Lord’s Supper. There may

be circumstances when this is impossible for a
church (such as in an Islamic nation when
churches have to meet on Friday) or for some
individual (due to work or family commitments).
Because there is not a Lord’s Day law, we do not
have to press the issue as a matter of obedience.
At the same time, the fact that most churches
continue to meet on Sundays is not merely a
cultural hangover. It is an expression of our
fellowship with Christians through history and
around the world who have followed the apostles’
pattern of first day worship.

The Sabbath command was not only about
worship, it was more directly about work and rest.
Genesis traces the Sabbath back to God's rest after
the creation week (Gen 2:2-3) and the creation is
one reason for Israel keeping the Sabbath (Ex.
20:11).The pattern of work and rest is woven into
creation and our human makeup. So the fourth
commandment gives Christians a Sabbath
principle.We are not made simply for work, we are
also made for rest and rest in God.

The Sabbath principle protects us from a
destructive trend in our society.One reason we are
stressed and overworked is that our time is
commodified.“Time is money” and we are “time
poor’Once shops closed at 5pm,and from 12noon
on Saturday and till 9am Monday. Now we work
and shop 24/7. Every bit of life has to have work
squeezed into it for maximum efficiency.

The Sabbath principle says: “Stop!” Life
is not all about work, there has to be
down time; not just time to do the jobs
that we aren’t paid to do, but time to
relax and recreate. We need time to
‘chill’, to enjoy our world, our families,
our friends and God.

What's more, we don't own our time as a resource
from which we can make the greatest profit. Our
time belongs to God, he gives us the gift of time to

work and rest and worship. It is a gift we can give
back to God and share with others.

The fourth commandment should send you back
to your diary, not to black out every Sunday, but to
remember that every day is a gift and to ask how
you are living the time God has given you.Is there
time to work and rest and worship?




Father’s
conversion
a highlight
for Ian

Ian Smith and I were three
quarters of the way through our
hour and a half long profile
interview for the Pulse magazine,
when he spills the beans on his
health scare. He mentions the
“c-word”.

Ah. My interviewee has survived cancer. | wasn't
expecting to hear that from the healthy looking
academic, educator, minister, former missionary,
father and husband sitting before me.

A story like that is very often the “wow factor”in a
story. An easy headline.The lead-in. An attention
grabber. Readers love stories of survival -
especially when the survivor is a Christian who
relied heavily on God for strength and
nourishment during his treatment.

But something has already grabbed my attention
earlier during our time together in lan’s principal’s
office at Presbyterian Theological College in
Sydney - something that stood out like a beacon.
That is, lan’s intense happiness that his father had
found a faith in the God lan had known since
childhood, and had changed his life, before he
died.

Born in Avalon and growing up in Newport, lan
recalls his mother “always” being a Christian.”My
father was sympathetic but not a Christian,” he
said. “We were sent to Sunday school and
although we would often go out on Dad’s boat on
Sundays, that would only happen after Sunday
school.”

lan recalls feeling somewhat bereft as a child
Christian that his Dad didn't share the same
convictions as he and his mother did. That's why,
when Mr Smith senior announced he had found
Christ in his 50s - after lan had left home and was
on his own life’s path — it had such a marked effect
on him.

“Dad was never really interested, but then came
the Billy Graham crusade in 1979 and he suddenly
became a Christian, was baptised and joined a
bible study group,”he says.”It was a huge change
in his life. He was in the process of selling a
business, had retired three times...I was living in
Tamworth teaching at the time. | remember Mum
ringing me up, saying my father was encouraging
her to go to the crusade. They went every night.

It seems Dad had watched my mother living the 1
Peter 3 life — the quiet submissive Godly wife...and
made a decision to come to Christ. Shortly after
they moved to the Central Coast and joined a
church together...a fresh new start.”

Like most Christians with a parent who has not
been saved, lan had worried about his Dad and

what would happen when he died. That's why the
news of the conversion was such a high point in
his own life.

“It just was magnificent for me to hear. | came
down to the church at Newport for his baptism.
Dad had many questions.He wasn't well educated
—he had left school at 14 —and was scared of Bible
study in case he had to read out loud. He had a
really enquiring mind and was keen to find out
about the Gospel. His conversion really changed
my relationship with my father... not that it was
bad, but there was a new depth to it. He died in
2007 and those who knew him all his life pointed
out the fact you wouldn't see the change day to
day, but over a couple of decades the changes
were very noticeable. This was especially seen in...
his approach to death as he died of illnesses, you
did.”

Given his own passion for Christ, it is not surprising
then to hear lan’s own story. He has been the
principal of PTC since 2010 and on the staff since
1995. He has been strongly involved with the
Australian College of Theology and the
Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC) Council and
despite his college workload, does lots of
speaking all over the place — church camps,
General Assembly Tasmania last month,in church,
lots of ordinations (because he knows many
students who go through) and a fair amount of
teaching weekends for churches.

IAN SMITH IS WATCHING PROGRESS ON THE NEW PTC
WITH GREAT INTEREST.

He will speak at the NSW General Assembly in
July.

And Christianity is not just his professional life.It's
integral to his personal life. Married to Jenni for
33 years, he has four children — Fiona (married to
Ryan), Kathryn, (married to David, A PTC student)
Jeremy, (married to Liz, also attending PTC) and
Bronwyn (also doing some part time study at PTC).
He is a proud Dad, not the least because his
children are Christians who married Christians.
The first three are married and lan became a first
time granddad a few months ago to Zane (son of
Fiona and her husband Ryan).“We have prayed
daily for our children since before they were born
— three things — that they would be Christians,
would marry Christians and would start Christian
families of their own,” he says."Our daily prayer for
over 30 years and God has answered that prayer.
It has been lovely to say to our children’s spouses
that we prayed for you even though we didn't
know who you were!”

PROFILE WITH KAREN THORNTON:

As far as his own journey in Christianity goes, he
says it is hard to pinpoint when he became a
Christian.

“When | was 13 | went to Camp Howard in Port
Hacking with a friend. There was a talk about
grace as opposed to good works and we were
given the opportunity to devote our lives to Christ.
| don't remember having a concept of grace
before that, but things did change a lot. | joined
the Inter School Christian Fellowship at high
school. The northern beaches are not renowned
as being a Bible Belt, but there was a small group
of Christians at my school and that and Christian
camping ministry, Scripture Union camps, beach
missions, youth group and church carried me
through.”

Interestingly, lan says he doesn't believe he lived a
particularly Godly life as a younger man, but did
always proclaim to be a Christian.

“

“The battle with sin was always there,” he says.
was known as a Christian at school which marked
me out.| don't think | was bullied, but probably
vilified in a minor way. In a school of 1300 there
were probably 15 Christian kids max...this was the
early 70s, the new wave of rejecting the traditional
values of the 50s.1 think the parents who lived on
the northern beaches embraced that more than
perhaps more settled parts of Sydney like the
north shore etc.”

As for lan, his hair was “long, way past my
shoulder”Interesting story. When he got married,
his mother told him to cut it but his fiancée Jenni
liked it...and it was a battle between his wife and
his mother.” Biblically | had to honour my new
wife, so that worked out well,” he says with a grin.

As a young man, lan had no idea of career. His
minister had told him several times as a teen that
he should go into the ministry... but he said 'no
way’and did teaching.

“| was a typical arts student...| loved languages,
did a couple at school and three at uni - French,
Indonesian and German - and taught languages
and English as a high school teacher” At
university he became involved with the
Evangelical Union and was suddenly surrounded
by people who were articulated Christians.He met
Jenni at 15 at a scripture union camp and by the
end of uni (she was doing social work then joined
lan in arts) they started “going out, taking long
lunches, skipping lectures and the rest is history...”

After graduating, lan took a teaching job in
Tamworth for two years. He attended the
Presbyterian Church where he was introduced to
Reformed theology. After marrying Jenni, he
moved to Westmead and Wentworthville and
attended Northmead Anglican Church.

It wasn't long before the couple started talking
about missionary service overseas and after
seeing an ad for someone to teach in Indonesia,
spoke to CMS'’s Peter Tasker.“He just said, "you
speak Indonesian — so do 200 million
Indonesians... what else can you do?’ | thought,
not much, and headed for Bible College.”

While completing a Bachelor of Theology at
Moore College, lan decided to candidate for the
Presbyterian Ministry.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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PROFILE WITH KAREN THORNTON:

profile with lan Smith
cont’d

“Most days | felt | had made the right decision.
There were Saturdays | would peruse the jobs in
the Sydney Morning Herald... this was not
necessarily what my parents had planned for me.
| didn't really come from a family saying
Presbyterian ministry is where we want to see you
at....

“I also was not comfortable speaking in front of
people. When | was a teacher | would never speak
at school assemblies; | was really shy and quiet.
Happy to teach a class, but | remember in
Tamworth orchestrating ways of getting out of
leading assemblies. | thought it's not about me,
but how God has gifted me. | preach lots but
never walk into a pulpit without feeling some
wave of apprehension. | had a couple of really
good models of ministry and seeing how people’s
lives had been changed through what was
happening in pastoral ministry was a real key...|
had doubts but also lots of positive
encouragements.

“While at Moore College, Scots College offered me
a job and again that made me decide to stick with
Bible College. I think most people in ministry have
points along the way when they ask if this is the
best use of my gifts.”

lan did a couple of years at Ashfield with
(incoming Federal Moderator General) Rev David
Cook then Rose Bay with (now semi retired) Rev
Bruce Christian for a year. He then exited to
Griffith which he says was “an interesting
situation.”

“It was a post union church... one of the small
remnant of Presbyterian churches fighting to

remain after church union..they had built a
manse and a church and the repayment for the
interest was equivalent to the income of the
church, so the Assembly decided to appoint
someone and pay the stipend from what is now
the MDP to try to make it viable.

“It was my first alone appointment, 600km from
Sydney.We had lots of transient people through...
after a couple of years we had nearly as many
blow-ins as traditional Griffith people but that
also caused problems for which | did\n't have
enough wisdom.”

After lan had been there four years the income of
the church had skyrocketed and Ministry and
Mission decided it was time to stop the subsidy
from Sydney.That meant lan was in the position
of accepting a call or moving on and allowing
someone to come in fresh.”We chose the latter
and started talking to SIM about going to French
West Africa as missionaries. APWM said there was
ajob going in Vanuatu at Talua and offered us the
chance to go there... Jenni had grown up there
with her missionary parents...so off we went and
spent six wonderful years, teaching, doing
curriculum development a year after Talua Bible
College had opened. We got in at the ground
floor, seeing the college develop, both buildings
and curriculum.”

While there, lan did a Master of Theology in New
Testament with PTC Melbourne.He had intended
to return to pastoral ministry, but PTC was
advertising for a New Testament lecturer and he
started in 1995.

“That was an enormous jump up academically in
terms of standard. | couldn’t use anything | had
used in Vanuatu.” He was also the registrar, then
became the academic dean and vice principal,

and then principal in 2010.

It is at this point in his recollections that lan
casually mentions he was diagnosed with cancer
10 years ago. “ had to stop my busy and involved
life.I was on chemo for six months.God taught me
so much. | couldn’t do anything, couldn’t climb
stairs, so | would read the Psalms, and they
showed me my lack of self sufficiency.”

lan doesn’t spend much time talking about his
cancer. He IS very keen to talk about the new PTC
building and the changes afoot for the college.

“The future is that there is a building going up
next door. PTC is changing dramatically. A lot of
staff changes. Courses changing. Embracing the
internet. Blended modes, with intensives.”"We are
looking at how people enter college because of
gifts but when they leave prematurely it's
because of lack of Godliness. We have identified
three graduate attributes — preaching (now
brought into every year of the curriculum),
effective leadership (we recognise there are
natural leaders but that would be five per cent,
others are reluctant leaders, so we are starting a
leadership strand next year), pastoral care
(because we are concerned too often churches
reflect more of a classroom than a church).“There
are more and more women at PTC.We are looking
at elders’ training because everyone talks about
them doing more but nobody is applying the
training.We want to look at ways we can develop
a candidate for ministry away from college and
we are looking at more church based training
programs, encouraging students to be self
learners as well as classroom learners... ministers
spend a lot of their week alone...”

lan is onto a subject he is very passionate about.
He could go on and on.But we are out of time...

Timor Leste:

BY KEVIN MURRAY

Picture the scene: There are well
over 5000 people. How can they
be fed? There’s one boy with five
loaves of bread and two fish. He
gives them to Jesus who multiplies
them and multiplies them and
multiplies them until 5000 people
are fed and there is plenty left
over.

Do you think that boy ever forgot what happened
to his five barley loaves and two fish that day? Of
course not! Sometimes the grace of God works in
unexpected ways, but if there was anyone who
you would expect to have been blessed through
this event it must have surely been this young
boy. As Jesus said ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive. (Acts 20:35)

The people within the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church of Timor Leste pray for Australian
Presbyterians. They pray in their regular church
services.They pray in their prayer meetings.They
pray that the Lord would richly bless we who are
in the Australian Church.The words of one young
man are imprinted on my mind.He is from a very
poor area, and when we met for the first time he
said, "Previously we had only met around the
Throne of Grace, but now we have met face to
face".I don't know his name.He did not know my
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Multiplication

name, and he does
not know yours, but
he did know that
there are the
brothers and sisters in Australia who cared for
him, and he was faithful in seeking our blessing.

| don't invite you to give to me or to APWM, but |
do invite you to give some of the resources that
the Lord has given to you. It may be the value of
two small buns, or you may be able to give much
more than that, it does not matter how much
because God can work with much or little. Maybe
you will give to Timor Leste or to PIM or to other
of the Lord's ministries - that is up to you to
decide. BUT, | will tell you what the needs are
currently in Timor Leste and then simply leave it in
your hands.

Currently the Presbyterian Church of Australia
gives the Church in Timor Leste $4000 each
quarter to use for ministry purposes. We have
agreed on the type of expenditure for this money,
but we do not involve ourselves in the details. At
the end of each quarter the church in Timor Leste
reports to us exactly where the money went.This
allows us to give them an appropriate degree of
autonomy. They take up their responsibilities
faithfully before the Lord and we preserve
ourselves from any colonialist arrogance which
would suggest that we know better than they do
what is the best way to minister within their
culture.

APWM currently have money set aside for Bible
Translation and also for a building in Dili. This
money has been given for these purposes and
will be spent for these purposes.

APWM presently have no funds at all for sending
ateaching team to Timor Leste in June. It expects
that this will cost around $2500. It also has no
funds at all for the next quarterly grant which is
due in June ($4000).

It has mission teams going from Darwin
Presbyterian Church at the end of May and
another one from Western Australia in July. Both
are funded by the participants.

“We are not worried, because we know that the
Lord is not short of money - far from it,” says Rob
Duncanson, APWM Coordinator for Timor Leste.
“We do, however, encourage you to be faithful
with the resources that the Lord has given you
whether that be through giving here or there or
elsewhere, and to pray with us that the Lord will
send His provisions, and multiply them for
effective witness in the land of Timor Leste. What
He sends will be just the right amount.”

www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance

"PREVIOUSLY WE HAD ONLY MET AROUND THE THRONE
OF GRACE, BUT NOW WE HAVE MET FACE TO FACE."
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SOUTH SUDAN:
HOW DO YOU RE-BUILD A CHURCH?

How do you go about rebuilding
the Church when your country
has been traumatized by decades
of civil war and you have broken
away from the northern part of
the country? That’s the challenge
that faces the Presbyterian
Church of South Sudan.

On July 9, 2011, South Sudan gained
independence from Sudan as the outcome of a
2005 peace agreement that ended Africa’s
longest- running civil war.

BULLET MARKS INSIDE A CHURCH

For the Presbyterian Church that has meant a
huge rebuilding effort. The members of the
Church have been scarred not only by war but by
the deaths that were involved. In some cases
church buildings bear the bullet marks of war.

Their theological college, the Nile Theological
College, has now had to relocate to Malakal in
South Sudan.Church leaders are currently touring
the country in an attempt to make an assessment
of the current state of the Church.

Owing to the attitude of the North toward the
South much of South Sudan wasn't given the sort

NILE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

of infrastructure that is present in the North.The
New York Times recently produced a video
entitled “How to Build a Country from Scratch.”
All this has made the Church’s task in basic
communication much harder. While mobile
phones are everywhere, the internet is practically
nonexistent in Malakal, South Sudan’s second
largest city, where the Church has its
headquarters. Outside the capital city sealed
roads are a rarity. This means that during the 9
month long wet season travel is very difficult.

The South Sudanese are composed of three main
tribes, the Dinka, the Nuer and the Shilluk each
with their own language.Many congregations are
based on tribal languages but amongst some of
the younger congregations the tribes are mixed
and worship in Arabic.

The link between the Australian Church and the
Presbyterian Church of South Sudan has been
strengthened by the large numbers of
Presbyterian Southern Sudanese who came to
Australia as refugees. A number of these have
now returned to South Sudan to provide
leadership and assistance in rebuilding the
country.

The APWM missionaries in South Sudan are

Motor Yat and Rhys & Rhondda Hall. Rhys and
Rhondda serve with ACROSS in the Sudan
Literature Centre Project and in the production
of community and Christian teaching programs
through the use of radio, film and digital players
in a variety of languages.

o\ SN

RHYS AND RHONDDA HALL

Motor is engaged in a ministry within the
Presbyterian Church by training elders and is
based in Malakal (see page 2).

Recently an Australian team consisting of
Michael & Kerry Jensen, Chuol Yat from the
Clayton, Victorian congregation and Kevin

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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Murray travelled to

South Sudan to learn
more about the Church
and see where the Australian
Church could be of assistance.
What they found was very encouraging.

There were opportunities to run some
workshops for ministers in areas such as (a) an
overview of the Bible (b) Biblical marriage (c) the
message of Habakkuk. Each of these areas
addressed pressing needs within the Church.

SOUTH SUDAN:
HOW DO YOU RE-BUILD A CHURCH? (CONT‘D)

One minister publicly commented “We've had
many workshops before on leadership but never
anything about the Bible” The ministers asked
the team to return in the near future and provide
more teaching.There is a genuine hunger in the
Church for the word of God. Many ministers lack
formal training in the Bible.

The team was greatly encouraged by the
attitude of some of the ministers toward outside
aid. One said “We need to put up a new church
building. For us to own it we must pay for it.If we

don't pay for it then we won't take care of it.”

As part of the visit the team was able to renew
our Partnership agreement with the
Presbyterian Church of South Sudan.

These are critical days for our brothers and

sisters in South Sudan.
KEVIN MURRAY

. |
REV MICHAEL & MRS KERRY JENSEN, REV CHUOL YAT

MAIN STREET,

MINISTRY IN SOUTH SUDAN:

Mo OR YAT INTERVIEW BY KEVIN MURRAY

Motor (Isaac) Yat serves as an APWM
Missionary in Sudan and works with
the Presbyterian Church of South
Sudan. I was recently in South Sudan
and took the opportunity to ask Motor
about his ministry. He will be back in
Australia for Home Assignment in
July 2013. Motor needs more people
to support him in partnership. If you
would like to assist in supporting
Motor in his ministry then please
contact our office.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN SERVING IN
SOUTH SUDAN? I'm just entering my fourth

year.| arrived here in 2008.

WHAT IS YOUR MAIN MINISTRY? First, | train
church leaders. | train them in the area of
eldership — the role of elders, the qualification of
elders, the election of elders and the call of elders.
The church benefits from this training. The other
area is witnessing about Christ to other people.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHALLENGES
THAT FACE THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
SOUTH SUDAN? One of the challenges is that
there are many people coming to church and yet
the people are not able to build a church for
themselves.Many are coming to church but they
end up praying in the heat. Another challenge is
the theological training of ministers. The church
is not able to support its candidates for the
ministry.

12THEPULSE

HOW HAS THE WAR AFFECTED THE
CHURCH?  The church has been greatly
affected by the war.It destroyed church buildings,
schools and even the people. People are now
coming back to church and building from zero.
People lost some of their ministers. Recovering
from war is hard and to spiritually rebuild the
nation is not easy.People have been living in exile
in different places and in different camps. Now
they are coming to church and the church has
been affected spiritually.We need to pray that the
church can do its task of reaching out to such
people.People are traumatised by war.

HOW MUCH THEOLOGICAL TRAINING
HAVE MINISTERS HAD? When you go to the
rural areas you find churches that are being
looked after by people who are not trained. The
people who have been trained have a certificate
in theology and are usually serving as ministers.
A few have been trained at the Nile Theological
College here in Malakal. We need more training
for ministers to be able to deliver the Word of God
in the churches that they are serving.

WWW.APWM.ORG.AU

HOW IS THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
SOUTH SUDAN DIFFERENT FROM THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA?

First,in Australia, people look at their watches and
expect church to last for one hour. Here people
are very keen to listen to the Word of God and you
can preach for an hour! Secondly, people in
Australia support their local church and are good
at tithing, even with 25 people. Here you may
have a big number in the church but they are not
able to support the minister. Third, in Australia,
ministers are trained and qualified. Here we don't
have many qualified ministers who can train
others. Fourth, the people here are not good in
tithing.Many people in the church in Australia are
employed. Here, half of the church is not
employed and are unable to support the minister.

WHAT THINGS ARE ENCOURAGING YOU?

People are listening to the Word of God.You can
share the Word of God, you can share your faith
and testimony with someone in his home or in
the street without any problem.It's an open door
for the gospel! In Australia people don't have time.
You may share your testimony or the Word of God
with somebody but they don't have time. Here
there is time. You can sow here because people
are hungry and thirsty to hear the Word of God.
You can pray with them and they with you.People
are waiting to hear more about Jesus Christ. When
| do training in churches for young people and
elders | see many people whose hearts are willing
to listen to the Word of God. It's very encouraging
as you feel that you are helping to build the
church.



UPDATES:

CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE

Thank you to those who ‘bought’items from our

Christmas Catalogue which helped our brothers

and sisters in Myanmar and East Timor.

Approximately $20,000 was raised as follows:

® 70 Toiletries (East Timor)

® 169 Mosquito Nets (Myanmar)

® 107 Blankets (Myanmar)

® 44 Umbrellas (Myanmar)

® 87 Bags of rice (East Timor)

® 74 Bags of rice (Myanmar)

® 29 Bible college book resources (Myanmar)

® 16 Stationery packs for a rural school
(Myanmar)

® 39 Education for one child (Myanmar)

® 21 Vitamins & Medicines for a rural village
(Myanmar)

® 19 Medicine for Bible College Students
(Myanmar)

® 11 Guitar (East Timor)

® 41 Goat or Pig (East Timor)

® 11 School Equipment (East Timor)

® 6 Generator for a Rural Villages (Myanmar)

® 2 Computers for a Bible College (Myanmar)

These gifts have now been sent to our sister

Churches in East Timor and Myanmar. Thang

Bwee of the Evangelical Reformed Church of

Myanmar writes “Christmas gifts are really great

helps to our people.” Daniel Marcal of the

Evangelical Presbyterian Church of East Timor

writes “Thanks very much for Christmas Gift that

God gave by hands of brothers and sisters in

Australia.”

ANDREW AND MARILYN
SCHACHE

Andrew and Marilyn Schache from South
Toowoomba, Queensland are now in Vanuatu at
the Talua Ministry Training Centre, serving in
maintenance and administration. Thank you to
those churches and individuals who are

partnering with them. Please pray for them as
they settle into their new roles. APWM now has
four families serving in Vanuatu, the largest
number we have had for some years.

KYM AND STEPHANIE
SCHWARZ

Kym and Stephanie Schwarz and family from
Epping NSW are now in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
serving with SIM. Kym is serving in IT and
Stephanie is serving as a psychologist.Thank you
to those who are partnering with them. Please
pray for the family as they settle in.

WORKER UPDATE

We praise God that he has raised up the
following people to serve overseas.

e Kailia Crockford (St Andrews, Townsville QLD)
Operation Mobilisation, South Africa serving in
Community development/Education

e Elisha and Hiromi Mueller (West Leederville
WA) APWM Associates, Japan

e ‘J'(Randwick NSW) Pioneers, Middle East".

MEAL FOR MISSION

Each year a number of churches run a ‘Meal for
Mission” event or Sunday. What is ‘Meal for
Mission’? It's an opportunity for a local
congregation to deliberately focus on the work
of cross-cultural mission both here and
overseas through ministries such as:

e Rick and Kayleen Manton serving the
Indigenous people in Mount Druitt, Sydney;

e The Presbyterian Theological College in
Bangladesh; Martin Eagle, serving with the
Evangelical Reformed Church in Myanmar;

® John and Rosemary Evans serving in Japan;

® Malawi: Presbyterian Church Central Africa;

® The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of East
Timor;

e Andy & Rosemary Williamson and Glen &
Rachael Connor and Andrew & Marilyn
Schache serving at the Talua Ministry Training
Centre,Vanuatu;

® Zambia: Presbyterian Church Central Africa

® The Staff in our National Office.

We ask churches to pray for these ministries and

for each member, where possible, to contribute

the cost of one meal to support ministry in these
cross-cultural settings.

WWW.APWM.ORG.AU

We are continually attempting to use our
website as a source for information. If you would
like to download information on these ministries
and some PowerPoint presentations then please
go to our website www.apwm.org.au and click
the tab ‘What We Do’ and go to the page “Meal
for Mission”

KEEPING UP WITH THE
LATEST NEWS

We have recently updated our web site. There
you will find links to PowerPoint presentations
and movies that you can download to show in
Church or your small group.There are also details
about our Partner Churches, APWM Partner
Church Missionaries, Meal for Mission, Logos,
Forms and more.One way of keeping up with the
latest APWM news is by ‘Liking’ us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianPresbyteri
anWorldMission

ANDY WILLIAMSON WITH BACHELOR OF MINISTRY
CLASS, VANUATU

Pray. Give. Send. GO,
e

ey =t P———— ot ey e
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INDIGENOUS MINISTRY:

APWM & PIM WORKING TOGETHER

“Working together and maximizing
every opportunity for indigenous
ministry.” That was the heart of the
message APWM communicated to the
Presbyterian Inland Mission (PIM)
Committee when it met in Sydney
during January.

The meeting was told “This is what we have been

doing for years, let’s now formalize it in a very
clear way”

Within the Presbyterian Church, responsibility for
Indigenous Ministry has been given to APWM.
Naturally this is a challenge that is beyond the

MOUNT MAGNET CHURCH BUILDING

capacity of APWM.

For this reason, APWM has agreed that PIM'’s
patrol padres and mission church pastors should
feel free to engage Indigenous people with the
gospel whenever they have an opportunity to
do so.

As part of this APWM has entered into a
partnership with PIM where it will help PIM raise
the necessary support for PIM ministry based at
Mount Magnet in Western Australia.

There are increasing opportunities for
Indigenous ministry in areas such as Mount
Magnet, Darwin and the new Alice Springs
church plant led by Keith and Jenny Bell.

MOUNT MAGNET

For the time being APWM is focusing on helping
to raise $75,000 support for the patrol based at
Mount Magnet, Western Australia. If you would
like to support this patrol please go to
http://pim.org.au and click the ‘Support’ tab on
the left hand side. Alternatively you can send a
cheque to Presbyterian Inland Mission, P.O. Box
4014, Croydon Hills, VIC

3136.Please make your
cheque payable to
"Presbyterian Inland
Mission".

MOUNT MAGNET MAIN STREET

POSTION VACANT

PADRE /PASTORAL WORKER

MID WEST PATROL/MOUNT MAGNET CHURCH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The PIM and APWM are seeking to appoint a
suitably gifted Minister/Christian worker to
provide ministry throughout the Mid West
Patrol and in Mt. Magnet Church.

Ministry experience with indigenous people
essential.

A commitment to the Reformed-Evangelical
faith as held by the Presbyterian Church of
Australia is also essential.

For more information, please contact our office.

AFTER THIS | LOOKED AND
THERE BEFORE ME WAS A GREAT
MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE
COULD COUNT, FROM EVERY
NATION, TRIBE, PEOPLE AND
LANGUAGE, STANDING BEFORE
THE THRONE AND IN FRONT OF
THE LAMB. (REVELATION 7:9)

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION
NATIONAL OFFICE

8 Sylvan Grove
Picnic Point NSW Australia
T: 0297921373

Tracey Evans
E:  national@apwm.org.au

Bruce Campbell
E:  finance@apwm.org.au

WWW.APWM.ORG.AU
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Kevin Murray

T: 0297921373

M: 0421366 720

E:  kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER

Alex Shaw
T: 0403778151
E:  alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net

APWM

Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

STATE CONVENERS
Queensland Nathan Stewart
E: nathan@stewartfamily.id.au

NSW Robert McKean
E:  rpmckean@exemail.com.au

Victoria Phil Simmonds
E:  convenor@apwmvic.org.au

Tasmania Norman Shellard
E:  shellard@tpg.com.au

South Australia  Gary Ware
E: gjware@internode.on.net

Western Australia Stuart Bonnington
E:  melbonn@bigpond.com




The glorious libherly ...

I recently visited a large cheese factory on
the central coast of Oregon. Attracting over
a million visitors each summer, everyone
knows that they make great cheese and (in
my opinion) even better ice-cream. They
also have a tasting line that I went through
three times to explore the difference
between salty curds and the cheeses that
come from them.

My lasting memory, though, is not of their
processes or products but the trouble they go to
for a particular religious grouping.

On one wall of the observation area there was a
large information panel explaining how the
Regional Coordinator of this religious group
comes to the factory to supervise the making and
packing of their [acceptable] cheddar. “By
personally adding a microbial rennet,” the sign
explained, “our cheese production becomes
appropriate according to [religious] law. Because
we make cheese around the clock, the [Regional
Coordinator’s] day begins before midnight when
he puts on his lab coat to personally supervise the
cleaning of our cheese making facility. During the
morning and early afternoon hours, he moves
quickly from cheese making to the packaging
room.There he checks the 40 pound blocks on the
packaging line, which were produced on his
previous visit, for his [stamp of approval]. The
blocks are then cut into 9 oz set weights and
packaged ... with the [approved label].”

As | read the sign | couldn’t help but be saddened

for those many people who think that the keeping
of rituals will make them right with God. And |
couldn’t help but be gladdened by the memory of
Paul’s words, "It is for freedom that Christ has set us
free” (Gal 5:1).

What great heights God has brought us to, that we
should be called the children of God and be
brought by grace into the glorious liberty that he
gives to his own.As Paul goes on to say:Those who
try to be justified by law have been alienated from
Christ; they have fallen away from grace. But by
faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the
righteousness for which we hope. (Gal 5:5).

| was still thinking about that privilege when my
mind moved back to verse 1 and the command to
“Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

At that point dark thoughts troubled me as |
recognised, again, that we are in constant danger
of introducing our own destructive expectations
- of applying our own“stamp of approval”to some
things as against others.

There are, of course, the myriad little things that
people approve or disapprove - raising hands
when singing; changeless constancy in hymns,
songs, anthems or Bible versions; processing the
Bible into church; the benediction; the doxology,
and so the list goes on.

But it struck me that there are far more insidious
ways that we abandon grace and give the stamp
of approval to what God disapproves. Consider
these: the Scripture commands us to speak the
truth to one another in love (Eph.4:15), but we tick

How to run a thriving Women’s
Ministry in your church ...

Why Women’s Ministry?

We all know that men and women are different.
They have different life experiences, they relate
differently, they often enjoy different activities. It
makes sense for women to be reaching out to
other women in their community, building
relationships and sharing the gospel with them.
And women can be effective in training and
encouraging other women in their understanding
of the Bible, relating God's Word to life.In both Titus
and Timothy women are particularly called upon
to minister to other women, sharing their wisdom
and teaching and training younger women.

What will it look like?

Women'’s Ministry should be about seeing women
outside of the church coming to know Jesus and
also women inside the
church coming to know
Jesus better. So, it
needs to be based
/' ___ onBiblestudyand
£ ___,‘::;}f NSIRE | prayer. Enco&lrage
a3 ’\.__,/ T women to study
N theBible together

TEACH in groups or one-
~ on-one. Train Bible
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study leaders. Provide resources. Run regular
prayer meetings. Publish a prayer calendar for
women. Consider running a women'’s retreat or
attend EQUIP, WINGS or TTW conferences with a
group of women from your church.(see
www.womenmimistry.org.au for details)

Encourage women to serve each other practically.
Women are very good at this.Set up a meal roster
to cook meals for sick or grieving families or for
new parents. Take a younger woman with you to
visit sick or lonely people and encourage them to
pray or read the Bible with them.Encourage older
women to help babysit for the Playgroup or
become a stand-in grandparent for a younger
family.

Build bridges for evangelism. Encourage women
to build relationships with their non-Christian
friends. Provide training in how to have
conversations about Jesus or to read the Bible
one-on-one with their friends. Run events for
women to invite their friends to where they can
hear about Jesus in a non-threatening way.
Consider running any of the following: parenting
course, craft events, themed dinners, lunches or
High teas, Gingerbread House making nights,
fashion parades, pamper nights. All of these can be
opportunities for women outside of the church to

MEM:

peace-faking and flick peace-making.The Scripture
commands those who are spiritual to confront and
restore those who have fallen into sin (taking heed
to themselves lest they also be tempted) (Gal.6:1),
but we deplore confrontation and applaud
moderation. While the Bible calls us to face up to
our mutual weakness - to accept our ongoing
struggle with sin and so bear one another’s
burdens, we turn a blind eye and consider it wrong
to interfere in someone else’s business.We wilfully
neglect that we are our “brother’s keeper” or our
“sister’s keeper, as the case may be, and we pride
ourselves on our broad and tolerant attitudes.

These thoughts were all scrambling in my head
when we bought a sample bowl of different ice-
creams and sat outside in the sun, just Lorraine and
|, delighting in each other and God’s amazing
goodness to us, and yet grieving that we as
individuals, and the church as a whole, have so
much further to go.

No microbial rennet will help us.We need copious
infusions of grace. We need constantly to
remember what Jesus has done for us and what
he promises yet to do.

My musings took me back where | go so very often
- to the cardinal principles of church revitalisation
-and | remembered again the heights from which
| have fallen, repented (again) of my many failures,
and recommitted myself to do again the things |
did at the beginning of my relationship with Jesus.

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

meet women from within the church. Include a
short gospel talk and an invitation to find out more
about Jesus.

How do I start?

Talk to the leadership of your church. Share with
them your vision for Women'’s Ministry and how it
will complement the overall ministry of the church.
Gather together a few women who share your
desire to see women grow and equipped for
ministry in your church. Set some goals and share
them with your church leadership.

Recognise the women's groups or ministries that
may already be operating in your church and seek
to work with them.

Plan some activities for the year. Remember to
make Bible teaching and prayer a priority.Consider
including training for women in ministry skills and
serving each other. Include some events or
opportunities for women to bring their non-
Christian friends along to as a bridge to
evangelism.

Seek out resources

B Women's task force website,
www.womenministry.org.au,

W Mission Minded by Peter Bolt. (Matthiasmedia)

B Women at work by Leslie Ramsay, Anglican
Department of Evangelism
sophie@newchurches.org.au

W One to One Discipleship by Christine Dillon
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Reformers

140 Albany Road, Stanmore 2048
Phone: 02 9564 3555 ¢ reformers.org.au

NEW RELEASES

REFORMERS'
BOOESHOP

Taking God

Seriously
J.1. Packer (Crossway Books)

Packer outlines the core commitments that
are common to those of us who profess
belief in Jesus. Here is a call to discipleship
in mere Christianity—the business of taking
God seriously.

Sex and
Money [HC]

Paul David Tripp
(Crossway Books)

As Tripp thoughtfully

exposes the insanity

of our culture, he also
wisely speaks to our
own tendencies to
fall prey to sexual
and financial
idolatry.

pAUL nh‘-““» szz. 95

Christians in a PC World john Benton (Evangelical Press)

‘Political Correctness’ has invaded every area of public life and inevitably made its way into the church.
Understanding the thinking behind the language and attitude of those who promote this change is vital for
every thinking Christian.

LD

Ascension: ,
&g the (i ; :
Humanity E N e
: The Big
in the - .
P Ego Tl'lp Glynn Harrison (VP UK)
- . resence Harrison argues that self-esteem ideology has led
of God us down a psychological cul-de-sac that causes
more harm than good, and today's culture of
Tlm.c.hester narcissism and entitlement is the pay-off.
(Christian
Focus)
Who is this Lit! A Christian Guide to
S Reading Books Tony Reinke
Jesus? He is
King, Priest (Crossway Books)
and man and Sounds the call
is still at for Christians to

reclaim the
priority, privilege,
and practice of
reading. Reinke
reminds us that

work. Ultimately he is
humanity in the presence of God. Here we
discover how we are a part of the Ascension.

Serving Without Sinking 2331; g;ea”
John Hindley (Good Book Company) knowledge, and
“This book actually delivers what it promises. It kindles a it is his light
desire to serve the Lord by reminding us that Jesus we seek in all
didn’t come to be served but to serve us. (Mark 10:45) our reading.

and because of that, we get to serve Him... It will
change your life and help you to change the lives of
others. Highly recommended.” — David Jones

Tiw
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"etimothy partnership

Online Ministry Training

Enrolment for Semester 2, 2013

of the Timothy Partnership closes
on the June 23, so why not think
about enrolling?

The semester runs from July 22
until November 4.

Five Minutes with Timothy
Partnership student

David England

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF, WHERE YOU ARE BASED,
YOUR CHURCH, ANY MINISTRY YOU’RE INVOLVED IN,
ETC. | was raised in a Christian family and like
many of my generation, had a rebellious time
during my late teenage years. After God
rescued me from my path of self destruction,
He placed me into a church of sound Biblical
teaching. There, | met my wife to be, Nicky.
Nicky and | recently celebrated our 28th
wedding anniversary. We have two sons, Luke
is aged 21 and a second year trainee nurse.
Aaron is 19 and although still slowly
completing year 12 due to health issues, hopes
to be a musician.

Nicky has just started as an early childhood
educator with St. Phillips College, Waratah.

Because of this, we have moved from Kempsey
to live in Newcastle and have started to
fellowship with Grace Presbyterian Church in
Warabrook.

In regards to ministry, Nicky and | are real
advocates of hospitality evangelism.We have
been blessed with many church and non-
church people staying with us over the years.

ENROLMENT FOR SEMESTER 2, 2013 OF THE TIMOTHY PARTNERSHIP CLOSES ON JUNE 23, SO WHY NOT THINK ABOUT ENROLLING?

The Diploma subjects on offer for Semester 2

are:

I NT201: Content and Setting of the Gospel
Tradition

1 OT205: Genesis and Samuel

I NT207:The Book of Revelation

[ NT250: New Testament Survey

I TH211:The Holy Spirit, Grace and Hope

I PC249: Guided Spiritual Formation

[ DM214: Chaplaincy in Educational Settings

1 DM240: Ministry Field Experience

This ministry allows us to live out and often
talk about our lives centred on the Lord Jesus
Christ with our guests.

Prior to moving to Newcastle, Nicky used to
head up the children’s talks and | was kept out
of trouble as an elder in our church at
Kempsey. Since the completion of TP, | have
been working as a network administrator with
a crane company.

YOU’RE ONE OF THE FIRST STUDENTS OF TIMOTHY
PARTNERSHIP, TELL US ABOUT WHAT IT WAS LIKE
WHEN YOU FIRST STARTED, WHY YOU DECIDED TO
DO IT? At the end of 2009, | was talking with
our minister, Steve Soldatos about my future.
Getting close to 50, | reasoned that | had spent
half my life looking after my family. Now |
wanted to be better equipped to be used by
the Lord and serve him. Steve had received
notice about the wupcoming Timothy
Partnership and thought that it might be just
right for me. After prayerful consideration with
my family and with Steve, it seemed good that
I should quit my current employment
as a pool serviceman and take on TP
as a full time student. At the time, my
reason for the full time option was
that because of my age, | wanted to
be ready as soon as possible, should
the opportunity for a paid ministry
position become available to me.

HOW DID YOU FIND IT? WHAT WAS GOOD

ABOUT IT AND WHAT WERE SOME OF THE
CHALLENGES? The first semester of TP

was tough for me. | had left school at

year 10 and had no idea of what |
needed to read or listen to or what was
expected from me regarding the online
component of TP. | thank God for Murray
Norman and later, Murray Wale for their
patience and compassion as they helped get
me into “student” mode. In fact, throughout
the whole course, every time | needed help, all

TIMOTHY PARTNERSHIP:

The Certificate subjects being offered for
Semester 2 are:

I Introduction to Pastoral Care

I Advanced Pastoral Care

I Christian Belief

¥ New Testament

¥ Religious Education

Why not think about picking up a subject for
the second half of the year?

| had to do was ask. Sometimes it was
struggling with understanding what was
expected from me, other times it was
managing the work load and even times when
| just needed a “shoulder to cry on” Always a
loving and caring offer of help was there for
the asking.

TIMOTHY PARTNERSHIP OFFERS DISTANCE
EDUCATION RATHER THAN ACTUALLY GOING TO A
COLLEGE EVERYDAY, WHY WAS ONLINE MINISTRY
TRAINING BENEFICIAL FOR YOU? Because | was
living in Kempsey, had sons in their senior
years of high school, our involvement with our
church and community and the issues of
accommodation and income, Timothy
Partnership provided an ideal solution to
ministry training.

S0, WHAT NOW? YOU’VE GRADUATED WITH A
DIPLOMA OF THEOLOGY, WHAT ARE YOU PLANNING
ON DOING WITH IT?

When | began, | thought that maybe | would
put my hand up to be a home missionary.
Since Nicky had secured her new role with St.
Phillips, | have had to think again. | am
considering whether to take my education to
a Bachelor degree or see what opportunities
are available to work in a Christian
organisation with my current level of training
within the Hunter valley.

WHO WOULD YOU RECOMMEND TIMOTHY
PARTNERSHIP T0? One thing | quickly realised
was the great benefit that TP could be to
anyone seeking to be involved in any ministry
but not able to attend college. | would highly
recommend doing at least one subject a year.
In fact, | reckon that every Christian who has
not already been to college should do TP as a
way of gaining a greater understanding of the
Bible and how through it, God trains, equips,
reproves and corrects us in his word to bring
him praise and glory. And all this from the
comfort of your own home.
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METRO Trainees for 2013

"AND THE THINGS YOU HAVE HEARD ME SAY IN THE PRESENCE OF MANY
WITNESSES ENTRUST TO RELIABLE PEOPLE WHO WILL ALSO BE QUALIFED TO

TEACHOTHERS” (2 TIMOTHY 2.2 NIV1T)

METRO is an acronym for Ministry, Equipping, Training & Organisation.
METRO strives to promote gospel ministry training through discipling
relationships in local churches, focusing on trainees being grown in the areas
of personal godliness, theological reflection and ministry skills.

2013 sees two trainees in second year and six new trainees for the METRO

Annette McDonald
CHURCH: ALBURY PRESBYTERIAN
TRANERS: PAUL & MARGIE SHEELY

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELE: I'm from
Albury, part of Night Church at
Albury Presbyterian Church. My
parents live in Hobart and I've two
brothers in Melbourne and one in
Albury.

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU
SIARTED METRO? 1 worked for
Albury City as a Recreational
Activities Officer for school children.

WHAT DO YOU LIKETO DO TO RELAX? |
like walking up hills, swimming in
the river and eating watermelon.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013: Ministries this year include
Youth group, Growth group leading,
Scripture teaching,and meeting
one to one with some great girls.
There will also be lots of training
with our other trainee, my trainer
Margie, our three Pastors and the
Timothy Partnership.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TOASAFRST
YEAR METRO TRANEE? 'm keen to

learn how to live for Jesus more.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GET OUT OF
METRO? I'm hoping to become
more useful, more tender and
thankful towards Jesus.
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Daniel\Wiencke

CHURCH: ALBURY PRESBYTERIAN
TRAINER: PAUL SHEELY

TELLUSABOUT YOURSELE: 1'm from
Albury, part of Night Church at
Albury Presbyterian Church.

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU
STARTED METRO? 1worked in a Bike
shop as a Mechanic and
salesperson.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO TO RELAX?
Spending time with people cycling,
watching movies, going out to
dinner.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013 Ministries this year include
Youth group, Growth group leading,
Scripture teaching, and meeting
one to one with some guys and
Committee of Management.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TOAS AFIRST
YEARMETRO TRAINEE? I'm really
looking forward to being stretched
and grown and having God use me
to serve Him. Also really looking
forward to YOOP (youth group)
camp.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GET OUT OF
METRO? Character/godliness
growth; self-awareness; wisdom;
knowledge and being more helpful.

program. Please be praying for the METRO first years to settle into ministry
well, grow in their love for Jesus and be joyous as they serve others.

Please be praying for the METRO second years as they continue to
consolidate relationships and skills and as they seek God’s will for 2014 and
beyond.

Joshua Lum Mow
CHURCH: CORNERSTONE

PRESBYTERIAN CONCORD
TRAINER: STEVE SOLDATOS

TELL USABOUT YOURSELF: 1live at
home with several generations of
my family including Mum and Dad,
my younger brother and sister and
my grandmother.

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU
SIARTED METRO? Before METRO |
was doing some casual retail work,
maths tutoring, and doing some
ministry at Church.

WHAT DO YOU LKE TO DO TO RELAX? 1
like to chill out alone on the
computer, reading Facebook and
the news, articles, forums and all
that.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013: This year I'll be focussing on
youth ministry and leading the
youth leaders.| also want to
develop my one to one discipling
skills.I'll also be involved in primary
and high school scripture and music
ministry at Church.I'm also hoping
to help start up an
apologetics/connecting ministry for
young adults.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TOAS A FIRST
YEAR METRO TRANEE? 1'm looking
forward to developing good habits
in personal godliness and seeing
what life is like doing ministry full
time.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GET OUT OF
METRO?

I hope to learn more about how las a
person work and function in ministry,
to develop new skills and get out of
my comfort zone a little bit. | also
ultimately want to see where God
maybe leading me to serve Him.

Mark Tirms

CHURCH: SOUTHERN CROSS

PRESBYTERIAN
TRAINER: STEWART PLAYSTED

TELL USABOUT YOURSELF: T come
from a large family of seven kids,
I'm the third youngest. | have two
sisters who are Muslim; another two
who are agnostic and then two
brothers who are Atheists. I've lived
in Lismore since 2005 and became a
Christian at Southern Cross
University.

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU
SIARTED METRO? I'trained as a
Social Worker and worked as a
Mental Health Support Worker for
an Aboriginal organisation in
Lismore.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO TO RELAX?

Surf, travel, visit friends and watch
DVD’s.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013: I'm helping in a number of
areas including Kids’ Church, Youth
Group, leading a Christian
lunchtime group, Aboriginal
student chaplaincy and preaching
at Church.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TOASAHRST
YEAR METRO TRAINEE? 1'm really
looking forward to growing
through preaching more; growing a
‘Pastor’s heart; a servant and loving
heart for the Church.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPNG TO GET QUT OF
METRO? Being better trained to
shepherd the Church and
developing a greater skill to meet
one to one with blokes. | also hope
to learn to relate better to women,
kids and youth, as well as growing
in personal godliness and being
able to teach the Bible.



METRO Plus is launched

BY REVRUSSELL SMIDT

| saw something amazing at the first-ever
METRO Plus Conference in March.

It reminded me that wherever we are in life, God
calls us to give our lives in service of him.

I saw a handful of believers thinking hard about
giving their life to gospel ministry — exploring
what it looks like to transition from study or work
to training for fulltime paid gospel ministry.

And we are never too young or too old to be
better equipped for that service.

The METRO Plus Conference and networks helps
us think, chat, pray and dream about the

Check out the METRO website to see how we
might be able to help pastors and congregation
members move towards formal ministry training
together.

www.metroplus.edu.au

What was amazing... was some were almost
young enough to be my children and some

almost old enough to be my parents.

Andrew Adams
CHURCH: BLACKTOWN EAST

PRESBYTERIAN
TRAINER: KEITH BOULDEN

TELL USABOUT YOURSELF: I'm
married to my lovely wife Kym and
we have two great kids — Melanie
and Morgan.We live in Seven Hills
in Sydney.

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU
SIARTED METRO? I've been
studying part-time at Sydney
Missionary and Bible College for
the last few years.

WHAT DO YOU LIKETO DO TO RELAX?
| like reading crime fiction,
watching ‘The West Wing' with Kym
and bird watching.| enjoy
watching rugby union and cricket.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013: Preaching, leading Church
services and one on one
discipleship, as well as continuing
my studies.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TOAS A
FRST YEAR METRO TRAINEE? I'm
looking forward to being trained in
developing my personal godliness,
ministry skills and deepening my
knowledge of God.I've been a
Christian for a long time but never
discipled myself.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPNGTO GET OUT
OF METRO? 'm hoping to learn
how to hold personal godliness
and ministry (including deepening
my knowledge of God) in balance
so that | may effectively serve
Christ.

Sarah Hick

CHURCH: WOLLONDILLY
PRESBYTERIAN (TAHMOOR, NSW)
TRANER: JOSHUA JUNG AND DAPHNE
BURGESS

T USABOUT YOURSELE: I've been
married to my wonderful husband,
Levi, for three years now and am
excited to be starting this new
journey serving Church.

WHAT WERE YOU DONG BEFORE YOU
SIARTED METRO? Ttrained in music
and teaching and have been
involved in various teaching and
music roles.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO TO RELAX?
Enjoying time with family and
friends, exercise, exploring the
great outdoors, reading, making
and listening to music.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013: Twill be focussing mostly on
youth ministries, teaching
Scripture and pastorally caring for
our youth.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TOASA
ARST YEAR METRO TRAINEE?

The adventure of ministry in the
everyday and ordinariness of life.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GET OUT
OF METRO?

To enjoy witnessing and
participating in the transforming
power of God'’s grace in the lives of
God'’s people at Wollondilly Pressie,
our community and beyond.

possibility of formal ministry training ahead of a
lifetime of gospel service.

Tim Baron
CHURCH: YOUNG PRESBYTERIAN
TRANER: TIM RAVENHALL

TELLUSABOUT YOURSELE: Married
to Kate, we have a delightfully
gorgeous daughter Ellen.I'm from
Wagga originally but loving living
in Young!

WHAT WERE YOU DONG BEFORE YOU
SIARTED METRO? 1 trained and
worked as a High School teacher
and | also did some School
chaplaincy.

WHAT DO YOU LIKETO DO TO RELAX?
Enjoying time with family and
friends, playing games, exercise
and watching sport on the tele.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013 1It’s going to be a cracker of a
year, |'ll be involved in youth
ministry, Men’s Bible study,
teaching Scripture, meeting with
people to pray and read the Bible,
Kids’ Church, Preaching, PY camps,
leading Church and
evangelism.....phew busy year!

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TO INYOUR
SECOND YEAR OF METRO? I'm really
looking forward to consolidating
on the relationships built last year.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GET OUT
OF METRO THIS YEAR? Growing in
my godliness and love for people;
developing greater self-awareness
and growing in my knowledge and
love of God.

and check us out on Facebook!

James Ritchie
CHURCH: SOUTHERN CROSS

PRESBYTERAN
TRAINER: PETE THOMPSON

TELL USABOUT YOURSELF: Hi, I'm
James Ritchie, everyone calls me
‘Ritchie; I'm married to the
gorgeous Jasmin and in my
second year of my METRO
traineeship.

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE YOU
STARTED METRO? 1 did Asian
studies at Uni and then worked for
a few years at Coles.

WHAT DO YOU LIKETO DO TO RELAX?
| love body boarding and the
beach; reading stuff, hanging out
with my wife and friends.

TELL USABOUT YOUR MINISTRY FOR
2013 My main role will be co-
ordinating youth ministry at our
Church, including Friday night
youth group, discipling youth at
Church and a lunchtime Christian
group.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING TO IN YOUR
SECOND YEAR OF METRO? So many

opportunities to proclaim Christ.

WHAT ARE YOU HOPING TO GET OUT
OF METRO? Being in my second
year my goals have changed.
Originally | wanted to figure out if
full-time ministry was the best way
for me to serve Christ, I've decided
the answer is yes.So now I'm
hoping for more training under
godly pastors before going to Bible
College.
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PY CAMPING:

Follow the leader

BY LOUISA BULLEY

Presbyterian Youth Camps are a
great opportunity for young people
to come together to learn about
Jesus amidst a whole lot of fun
activities and fellowship with each
other.

Shelley Cooper-White

WHAT CHURCH ARE YOU FROM? My church is St
Barnabas Broadway, where | lead youth
group/youth bible study for a bunch of high
schoolers that are all champions.

WHAT DO YOU DO?
studying Computer

I'm living in Newtown,
Science at Sydney

University whilst also being a software
developer for Fleetcutter in Glebe.

HOWDIDYOU GET INVOLVED INPY CAMPS? | went
to PY as a camper from 2007 - 2010, and then
at summer camp 2010 | did the internship - I've
been leading at both summer and junior
winter camps since then and | love it. | keep
coming back because | think it's such an
important ministry; sharing the word of God
with youthies and getting them to think hard
about what they believe is something I'm
pretty passionate about. Teenagers need to
. seriously engage with their faith in a way that
| enables them to both ask questions and find
answers,and | want to be a good model of that.
‘ In addition to all that, it's also just super fun to
~hangoutand build friendships with Christians
from everywhere - it's so encouraging to see
the global body of Christ just drinking tea

' together in the afternoon.

Gordon Cain
WHAT CHURCH ARE YOU FROM?  We belong to

Western Blacktown Pressies.

WHAT DOYOUDO? | work in the city getting
students ready to go to UTS - | teach
academic writing skills. Or at least | try to!

HOWDIDYOU GETINVOLVEDINPY? After my sons
went to several summer and winter camps, |
was impressed by the quality of the teaching
and leadership they were getting there. They
were too!

So when they encouraged me to consider
helping out, | thought it would be a great
opportunity to give something back to PY,and
to have a family 'break’. So Summer Camp this

Yet it's also a great opportunity for people of all
ages to come along and lead in different roles!

There are a lot of different ways to lead on PY
Camps, whether it’s as a Small Group Leader, as a
part of the Creche team, as a Mentor,a part of the
Music or Sessions Teams.

As the body of Christ we have all been given our
own gifts with which to serve, so why not have a

past December was my first camp, and | was
asked to mentor six of the Young Adult leaders.
Two led study groups, two were in the band,
and two did other jobs for the camp. Me? |
contacted them before camp and after, but
more importantly, | was there as an older
Christian to meet with them, to encourage
them, and to pray with them and for them on
the camp. They were very busy. | was just a
reference person for them. | also enjoyed
getting to know many of the campers at meals,
and found that a great time to attempt to
encourage them, and to be encouraged by
their energy faith.

So was it worth it? | guess you'd have to ask the
six blokes | mentored. But I'm being
presumptuous and going back to Winter
Camp 13, Lord Willing. It seems a good
investment into a good ministry.

Jem Irvin
WHAT CHURCH ARE YOU FROM? I've recently

moved to a new city, so I'm feeling a little like
I'm not from anywhere at the moment! Grace
Presbyterian have really touched my heart
with their love, so | want to say that I'm from
there! I've still got close ties to some people at
Cherrybrook Presbyterian.

WHAT DO YOU DO? In regular life 'm a 1st year
~uni student studying Visual Communication
Design. | enjoy the work | do at PY Camps so
much that | decided | wanted to try and do that
in regular life too! Last year | decided to turn
life on the side and try something different
after 12 years of working full-time. Previously
| was an Executive Assistant for Presbyterian
Aged Care.

HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED IN PY CAMPS? My
sister and | first went along to a PY Winter
Camp in 1993; | think our parents perhaps
decided that it was time we realised that there
were other Presbyterians in Sydney! After that
we kept dragging as many of our youth group
along as we possibly could. | stopped

think about what gifts you might be able to use
as a leader on our next Camp?

You've missed our Winter Camp for 2013, but
here’s your chance to put Summer Camp in your
diary (26th December 2013 - 1st January 2014).

Meet a few of our leaders, and hear from them
about how they lead on PY Camps, and why they
keep coming back!

years later as | felt
emotionally lost
at Camp. | was
later diagnosed
with depression,
and it continues
to be a part of
my life. In 2009,
after a longish bout of

feeling emotionally disconnected from God |
went looking for Him by wandering around
some islands to the north of Scotland. And He
found me. | had my eyes opened by the love of
Christ shown to me by people I'd never met
before, and probably won't meet again until
we get to heaven. It was a life-changing
experience. When | got home and felt | was
ready, | asked a friend at church (Andrew Yager)
if there was anything useful | could do at
Winter Camp (2010). | was absolutely terrified
that first Camp - | hardly knew anyone, | hardly
knew how anything worked and | hardly knew
what half the words my team members used
meant. But it was the best-scariest decision |
could have made, and I'm so thankful God
prodded me to do it.

WHAT JOB DO YOU DO ON CAMP? I'm on the
Sessions team, which works to make sure that
everything that happens in the auditorium
during the morning, and evenings sessions
works to promote the Word of God and grow
the camp community. We look after lighting,
sound, photos, video, talk slides, time-
manangement, set-up, pack-down, Doctor |
Who references etc etc. Some people are
visual learners, so | try to provide non-
distracting visual prompts for people to
engage with the Gospel that is being
preached. The other rewarding thing about
my role is that | get to work with a team of
people who are creative, fun, passionate,
dedicated and love God. The Sessions team
has become my surrogate family on camp,and
these relationships are precious. | adore how
well we all work together, how we willingly
serve each other and God.

WHY DO YOU KEEP COMING BACK? I keep
coming back, firstly, because | have this
amazing opportunity to serve God by doing
something that brings me joy, and secondly,
because between the first song on camp and
the last song there is this transformation from
a group of diverse people singing in a big hall
into a real community who are worshipping
God with their hearts full to bursting. That too,
brings me so much joy.
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with Kevin Murray

God Uses Weak
People

Paul and Carol Lukins together with
their children, Jono, Mono, Elly and
Kate, serve in Ethiopia with SIM. | was
recently in Ethiopia and took the
chance to talk with Paul about their
service.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN ETHIOPIA?

We came in August 2001.We had 12 months in
Addis Ababa beginning to learn the Amharic
language and then went down to the Mursi area
where we worked for the last 10 years.We have
now been in Addis Ababa for 6 months.

YOU WERE INVOLVED IN THE 1977 GRANVILLE TRAIN
ACCIDENT AS A YOUNG MAN. HOW DID THAT SHAPE THE
DIRECTION OF YOUR LIFE?

| was 20 years old at the time of the accident and
I'd been a Christian for 10 years. It affirmed my
faith in Christ that was quite well based. | didn't
question my belief in God or the truthfulness of
His Word. However, the accident made me
question where my life would go from there on.
'How could | best use that negative experience to
identify better with other people and then share
my hope in Christ with them." All those people
around me were lost and many of them died

Piercing the

I recently came across the following
obituary for my great, great,
grandfather who was a miner and
Methodist lay preacher in the Broken
Hill district in the late 1800s, early
1900s.

William James Eddy was born at Creswick
(Victoria).He was a miner by birth and occupation,
with a keen love for prospecting and consistent
devotion to the principles of unionism, and as
such was actuated by a high sense of religious
obligation.He was a good husband and the father
of a large family, all of which are alive today.

Three months after marriage Mr Eddy was
"converted"; his life and service for Christ and
humanity began in a definite and joyous religious
experience, which continued for upwards of 37
years. He was an evangelical Protestant holding
the truth with a fearless and firm grip and seeking
ever to bring men into the experience of saving
faith. (The Barrier Miner, May 1915)

As a miner he spent much of his life in the
darkness, dust and filth of underground mine

knowing that they were dying and they were
angry toward God.

WHAT DID YOU DO AS A RESULT?

| completed my final year of university but instead
of pursuing a path that | had chosen, doing
postgraduate work and leaving doors open for
the future, for research or teaching or whatever, |
took up an offer from a friend and went to
Condobolin as a farm labourer and was there for
three and a half years. Then | saw an

advertisement for an agronomist with the NSW
Department of Agriculture and by God's grace |
got that job.| went back to Condobolin as district
agronomist for almost 20 years.

HOW DID CAROL AND YOURSELF THEN BECOME
INVOLVED IN CROSS-CULTURAL MISSION?

There were lots of little incidents. Part of it was
possibly the train accident because it redirected
my life into very practical areas in a rural setting.
Carol was a teacher. One Christmas | went to visit
some friends on the South Coast and | called in for
30 minutes to see some veterinary friends.While |
was there, a friend of theirs called in and he was
on his way to Ethiopia to become a veterinary
missionary working with an isolated group who
hadn't heard God's Word.So | invited him to come
to my home and have a meeting and | became
one of his supporters. Twelve years later he and

OVERSEAS MISSION:

his family were about to return to Australia and
we (I was by now married to Carol, a teacher)
thought "This work hasn't yet done a full
generation. Maybe we can facilitate that work
continuing” We then applied to serve with SIM
and APWM and here we are.

WHAT IS THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH LIKE?

In the Mursi area where we were, they didn't have
the evangelists that had done so much in the
highlands Church, they had missionaries like us.
So from 1999 we only had missionaries teaching
God's Word. We still don't have the Bible there
because of linguistic complications. We have
discovered that consistent Bible teaching every
few days leads to a strong Church.

WHAT ARE THE JOYS OF LIVING AND SERVING IN
ETHIOPIA?

You soon learn your limitations. We thought
'‘Coming from rural Australia we'll just slip into
rural Ethiopia' because we were more suited to
it.We found that it’s a very challenging situation
because of the cultural divides that we have to
cross. Then there were the challenges and
isolation of wet roads and being bogged
overnight for 24 hours and there was nothing
we could do because there were no phones.We
couldn't go very far because of wildlife. However
to know that you are that weak and useless and
God can still use you is very exciting. We came
here without great skills, knowing that | was
halfway through my working life and Carol almost
the same, how could we learn the two new
languages that would be needed? But God knew.
Ultimately it doesn't matter how good we are at
learning a language or how brilliant we are at
unbogging vehicles or doing mechanical repairs
in the middle of nowhere - what we know is that
if we learn to love people, God uses that message
and that crosses all language barriers.We've been
trying to love people who are very different to us
and being open to God using us.

Darkness .......c.

shafts but as a believer in the Lord Jesus he lived
in the light of the gospel of Christ. And as a servant
of Christ he sought to proclaim that gospel where
he lived so that others too might come out of
darkness into the true light.

The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:
for God, who said,"Let light shine out of darkness,”
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Christ” (2 Cor 4:6)

William Eddy was an illustration of that truth. |
don't know the circumstances of his conversion at
the age of 21 but the gospel light that shone in his
heart then shone out in the darkness of the
mining communities of Maldon, Vic, and Broken
Hill.

Itis the same gospel light that needs to shine out
into the darkness of our present age. APWM NSW
is charged with the responsibility of facilitating the
sending out of men and women from the
Presbyterian Church to go and shine the gospel
light around the world. But those who are sent
don't begin shining the gospel light for the first
time when they arrive overseas. They should

already be shining that light before they go.

Before we send someone we want to see evidence
in their lives that the gospel light has shone into
their hearts to take them from darkness to light
and that they are already shining for the gospel in
their home communities. If you cannot shine for
Jesus in your home community where you know
the language and culture then it will be even
harder to shine in a foreign community.

If you are considering sending someone as a
missionary from your church, two good questions
to ask at the beginning are: Has the gospel light
shone in their hearts to take them from darkness
to light? Are they already shining the light of Christ
into the community around them?

Jesus said,”You are the light of the world. A city on
a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house.In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.” (Matt 5: 14-16)

So may we all shine our light where it may be seen
by those around us.

21THEPULSE



MISSION:

Don’t Put God in a Box

Reflections on Proshikkhon 2071 3 e aosew surcsens-

From the moment I arrived in Dhaka I felt
completely out of my comfort zone. From
odorous drop toilets, to people with
missing limbs and deformities banging on
our car window for money so that they can
simply survive, to rubbish lining every
street, to the shouts of stall holders only
being overpowered by the Muslim call of
prayer blasting from every speaker on
every street corner; it’'s what every
documentary depicts and it’s exactly the
reason I never wanted to come to
Bangladesh.

One month suddenly felt like a life sentence.
Actually jail in Australia all of a sudden sounded
very attractive.

A New Perspective: Two weeks later,as | walked
along the path beside the river in Birisri, holding
my Bangladeshi brother’s hand, | could not wipe
the smile off my face.We had just entered another
extremely poor Muslim village and had been
overwhelmed again by their hospitality and
acceptance of another Bible story, this time about
Jesus performing his first miracle. The air smelt
fresh, the sun was shining on our backs, and we
laughed along the way as we struggled to
understand each other.

Reflecting on
Preconceptions: Our
pre-conceptions and
surface level
evaluations often do us |
no good at all, as they
are generally far from
the truth.Bangladesh at
a glimpse is a poor,
neglected, over
populated country
without much hope.
The reality, however, is
that Bangladesh is full of

hard working, patriotic, loving people, searching
for hope. Their doors are open, and as we
experienced, their hearts are also open to the
Gospel. Like their luscious green rice fields,
Bangladesh has an extremely rich harvest which
God has been preparing; all it needs is the
workers.

Reflecting on Retirement: One day as | walked
through the fields | saw a magnificent building
that looked like a palace. As we walked closer, a
man came out to meet us: “Hello, my name is
Kobil.”He invited us in.

Kobil was born in Bangladesh, but worked his way
up and got a green card to the USA.He worked in

New York for 35 years, and travelled the world in
luxury.Even though he is still a US citizen, he chose
to return to Bangladesh to retire in comfort. He
looked very young still for 70. | asked him, “So
what do you do now?”

He said “Eat!” In fact he grows his own ginger,
turmeric, vegetables, and even peanuts from
which he extracts cooking oil. He said “Everything
| eat is organic.” Kobil is very happy with his
current lifestyle.

| thought,“Wow, wouldn't it be so nice to put my
feet up and retire like Kobil?” The same day we
met a man called Bongkim, who at the age of 85
still walks kilometre after kilometre, praying in the
name of Jesus the Redeemer for Hindu and
Muslim village people, and they love him.And he
has no plan to stop any time soon.

| had to ask myself, ZE2
“Which is the preferred retirement plan?”

Changed Perceptions: Again and again, God
altered my preconceptions and ignorant
evaluations of Bangladesh and Bangladeshis.
Before coming on Proshikkhon | was really
struggling with the question,“How can | truly and
genuinely love my neighbour, and what would
that look like?” Time and time again, we were
stopped in the street just to chat.We were invited
into tea shops and homes. We were told that we
were appreciated in Bangladesh. So often we
heard, “Please come and stay at my house and
meet my family, here are all my contact details.”
And the surprising thing is that most of these

. invitations were from Muslims.God was teaching

me what loving your neighbour looks like
through them. Not only that, but he also

smashed my puny worldview of Muslims,and also
challenged my view of Him and of the priesthood
of believers that we have globally in Jesus Christ.

Reflecting on The Harvest: One day in our
wanderings we ended up at a Christian shop in a
Christian village. We sat down and many village
people surrounded wus. Our Bangladeshi
companion, without notice, told the Creation
story and started giving applications of that story
for daily life. Everyone seemed tuned-in to listen.
We ordered chai tea. After we finished our chai we
started to make our way back home, but suddenly
realised that we had walked out without paying!

We went back feeling like dills that we hadn’t paid.
Then a Hindu widow, who had been standing
next to the shop listening to the Creation story
came up to us and said,”l would be very happy for
you to come to my village to discuss these things
with me.”So we did.

She had lived in the same house in the same
village for 55 years since birth.Her husband was a
freedom fighter in the 1971 war between
Bangladesh and Pakistan, but had passed away in
2000. She has 3 daughters who have all moved
away, so she is very lonely. She was more than
happy to have us come and chat with her about
the things we learn from the Bible.| was reminded
that Jesus said,“There are plenty of people who
would be willing to hear the Good News, if only
there were people willing to tell it.”

Conclusion: | cannot really pinpoint what
impacted me most on Proshikkhon, because
only time will tell, but if | felt like God was
telling me one thing it would be,”Don’t put
me in a box! And don’t ever become
complacent with being a Christian in
Australia.” God is limitless in every way, and
his ways are not our ways, so instead of
seeking theological perfection when | get
back home, | will endeavour for relational
wholeness, with God and with his people.
We are all made in the image of God, be it
man or woman, Christian or Muslim, Hindu
or something else,and it is God’s desire that
we all come to a saving knowledge in Him,
through Christ. Basic truths such as these have
become deep truths for me during Proshikkhon
because they have gone past my head and
penetrated my heart. Proshikkhon has been a
priceless time of self-discovery, people-discovery,
Christ-discovery, and mission-discovery. It's
amazing what God can teach us and do,when we
are willing to step outside of our comfort zone.

ANDREW IS A MINISTRY APPRENTICE AT THE SOUL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, HOBART. PROSHIKKHON IS
SPONSORED BY APWM. THERE WERE ABOUT NINE
PRESBYTERIANS ON PROSHIKKHON 2013. ONE STAFF
MEMBER WAS A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN,ONE TEAM
MEMBER WAS ENROLLED AT PTC SYDNEY, ONE TEAM
MEMBER WAS A PRESBYTERIAN AT SMBC, AND ONE TEAM
MEMBER WAS A PRESBYTERIAN MINISTRY STUDENT.

APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN FORTHE
PROSHIKKHON 2014 TEAM LEAVING

RETURNING JAN 30. EMAIL
proshikkhon@wycliffe.org FOR

DETAILS.
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Master of Arts in Theology at PTC
INTENSIVE WEEK - JULY 22-26, 2013

ROMANS & THE NEW PESPECTIVE

As well as teaching at Reformed Theological
Seminary, Dr Waters is author of severel books
on the New Testament, including How Jesus
runs the Church.

Free public lecture Wed July 24, 7.30pm
WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
FEDERAL VISION

THESE EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

684 Elgar Road, Box Hill North, VIC 3139
T: (03) 9898 9374 E: info@ptc.vic.edu.au
For more info, visit: ptc.vic.edu.au

Master the Art of Story Telling

WITH NAOMI REED

Throughout 2013, Naomi will be conducting one
day interactive conferences outlining the Art of
Storytelling across Australia, perfect for anyone
who wants to learn how to tell Bible stories with
simplicity, passion and relevance.

The morning session will focus on crafting Bible
stories in both third person and first person, as well
as presenting stories using voice, gesture and
emotion. The afternoon session will focus on
sharing of individual stories of faith — the ways God
has taught us over the years as well as our our
personal stories of conversion. This course is
particularly designed for scripture teachers, youth
leaders and beach mission facilitators. However,
anyone with a heart for engaging their audiences
via the medium of story is welcome to attend.

For more info about Naomi's events, please contact
her manager, Leanne Smith at office@equip-
events.com.au or (02) 9501 3421, or visit
www.naomireed.info

English as a Second Language (ESL)

Teacher Training Day

SATURDAY, 15JUNE 2013 - 9AM T0 3.30PM

Help an English Language Learner hear and see the
Good News. Location: Liverpool Presbyterian
Church, cnr of Moore & Castlereagh Sts, Liverpool.
Cost: $49 per person (before 2/6/13) or $60pp (late
registration). To register, go to the website
www.aussieesl.com and complete the registration
or email judyrowlands@yahoo.com.au, or tel: (02)
9525 1171.

Preaching Christ

PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL CENTRE - SEPTEMBER 5-7 2013
A theology conference for the Presbyterian Church
of Australia, presented by the theological colleges.
How do we proclaim Christ faithfully and
effectively in 21st century Australia? Join lecturers,
students, ministers, elders and other leaders as we
reconsider the biblical and theological foundations,
our heritage and missional challenges. Cost: $140,
includes lunches and dinner. Registrations close
Monday 26th August. More info, registration and
call for papers at www.ptcsydney.org or email
registrar@ptcsydney.org.

Proshikkhon

26 DECEMBER 2013 T0 30 JANUARY 2014

Alife-changing training experience in Bangladesh.
Open your eyes to the world of Islam and the
realities of cross-cultural communication. Learn
what it means to live in a Muslim society. Sit at the
feet of indigenous leaders and share worldview
insights. Discover how the Bible can be made
relevant in a different cultural context. Explore ways
to retell the ‘old old Story’ to become Good News
for village people. To sign up to Proshikkon, email
proshikkhon@wycliffe.org.

Moderator’s Mind
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

with assurances that this is the right way to go.
They say it is for our good and the good of our
culture. For example, they speak of marriage
between two people of the same sex.They speak
of new ways to consider relationships.God'’s Word
is said to be out of date and irrelevant for living in
today’s world. We are modern people with a
whole new way of looking at the world. Everyone
should be treated with respect and every
teaching (except Christianity) should be given a
full hearing and allowed to fly free in our thoughts
and in the way we do things.

The Lord said through Jeremiah,”(Jeremiah 23:17-
18) to all who follow the stubbornness of their
hearts they say, 'No harm will come to you.' But
which of them has stood in the council of the
LORD to see or to hear his word?” These people
gave assurances that everything would be OK
before the Lord without knowing the mind of the
Lord.

The general trend in our time is to start from the
stand-point that there is no God.And if there is no
God then neither is there a Word of God for us to
hear and live by. And therefore, whatever they
come up with has to be agreeable to their own
way of thinking. And to convince us that their
ideas are acceptable they make it sound plausible
and present their ideas as if everyone agrees.They
use emotive language to woo and sway their
listeners to also agree with them.They attack their
opponents as being out of touch and using old
fashioned ideas with inbuilt prejudice and
therefore injustices.

Where does the concept of marriage come from?
It's from the Bible.God gave us marriage between
a man and a woman and told us to “(Gen 2:24)
become one flesh” At the beginning of man’s
creation “(Gen 1:27-28) God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them. God blessed
them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase
in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over

the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over
every living creature that moves on the ground."”

The woman was created from the side of man as
his suitable helper, made in the image of God.
Together God told them to rule over the things of
creation and to subdue it. They were told to be
fruitful in multiplying — something that can only
naturally be done between a man and a woman.
All other sexual relationships are ‘unnatural’and
therefore considered wrong in the eyes of the
Lord. The Lord’s commandments also show us
that the relationship between a man and his wife
is good, but that any sexual relationships outside
of that marriage relationship are forbidden for the
good health and stability of the communities we
live in, and the good nurturing and safety of our
children.

However, because we live in a fallen and broken
world, people want to throw off these restraints
and live according to their own wisdom.We can
see the damage this does to our world, not only in
broken marriages and families, but in everything
mankind touches. Wherever God has taught a
moral attitude for the good of mankind and the
unity of our community, people attack it and turn
it around for their own advantage.

What are some of these things? Consider the
sanctity of life, the pure worship of God, the
contentedness of our hearts, protecting the weak
and the vulnerable,and the purity of relationships,
to name a few. In considering our heart’s
contentedness for example, let me say, the level
of gambling is increasing dramatically and more
overtly within our communities. There is less
contentedness in our communities now than
there ever was. It once was described as having a
“flutter” People in the industry talk about people
using “loose change” or “disposable income”How
do the gambling companies put up such large
“jackpots”? It all comes from many people giving
their little “disposable cash”and then some more
to gain the large jackpot and to line the pockets of

these executives with their top-end suits. A few
gain from the losses of many. How is that
acceptable? Explain that to the family with no
food on the table because the disposable and
non-disposable money has been gambled away.

Our hearts need to depend on the Lord.The Lord
is our Saviour in life — from sins, from all of life’s ills.
His love is so strong for sinners that He gave His
own Son to be our righteousness, our sacrifice, our
mediator, and our all-in-all before the Lord.Those
who entrust their lives into His grace by trusting in
Jesus do so with all their heart. Like the Psalmist
said,”(Ps 28:6-8) Praise be to the LORD, for he has
heard my cry for mercy.The LORD is my strength
and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and | am
helped. My heart leaps for joy and | will give
thanks to him in song.The LORD is the strength of
his people, a fortress of salvation for his anointed

”

one.

Let us not forsake the riches of God's Word
because a few ignorant and self-opinionated
people urge us to believe other things. Hear the
Word of the Lord our God who says,“(Jeremiah
23:28-29) Let the prophet who has a dream tell his
dream, but let the one who has my word speak it
faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?"
declares the LORD. "Is not my word like fire,"
declares the LORD, "and like a hammer that breaks
arockin pieces?”

The words of the deluded are of no benefit to
people of Australia or of any other land.But when
we hold fast to God's Word we do well. We have
the assurances of the Sovereign Lord of heaven
and earth. His Word is final and true. Love it and
liveit!
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with peter bames

‘Do everything without grumbling or
arguing, so that you may become blameless
and pure, “children of God without fault in
a warped and crooked generation.” Then
you will shine among them like stars in the
sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.
And then I will be able to boast on the day
of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain.
But even if I am being poured out like a
drink offering on the sacrifice and service
coming from your faith, I am glad and
rejoice with all of you. So you too should be
glad and rejoice with me.” (Philippians 2:14-
18)

In verses 12-13 Paul showed how Christian
behaviour flows from Christian faith and
experience. We are to work out the salvation that
God has worked in us. In this next section the
apostle shows how this is to be lived out in the real
world. Christians are to shine as lights in a dark
world.

WE ARE NOT TO GRUMBLE OR ARGUE.

‘Do all things without grumbling or questioning,’
says verse 14. Paul could not have begun ata more
practical level. Alexander Maclaren considers that
‘the one great duty’ of the Christian is a ‘cheerful
yielding to God’s will: He sees the grumblings as
being directed against God, not our fellow human
beings, but it is likely that Paul is writing generally
against the human propensity for grouching.
There are few things we are more prone to do than
grumble to others; there are few things we dislike
more than to hear others grumble to us.

This was Israel's great sin in the wilderness — she
complained about God, about Moses, about the
food (e.g. Ex.16:1-8; 17:1-3). Even slavery in Egypt
seemed better by comparison. That is human
nature. Wives complain about their husbands,
husbands complain about the government and
the boss at work, parents complain about their
children, and children complain about their
parents. We find it hard to drive home in traffic
without grumbling and disputing. The slightest
inconvenience can set us off. The New Testament
deals with this sin in a number of places (Luke 9:46;
24:38; Acts 6:1; 1 Cor.10:10; 1 Tim.2:8)

There is an old Jewish saying: 'Better to light a
candle than to curse the darkness.' That should
characterise the Christian. A whining Christian is
hardly a wonderful testimony to the faith. Paul
says:'Do not feel vaguely guilty about this,and go
home and let it wear off." No, he says: 'Work at not
complaining.Try to manufacture a different spirit.'
The wonderful thing about the opening five verses
of Psalm 103 is that they take us out of ourselves.
Contentment and gratitude replace self-pity.

lastword:
SHINING AS LIGHTS

BE BLAMELESS AND PURE IN THEWORLD.

Paul writes that ‘you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and twisted generation,among
whom you shine as lights in the world’ (2:15; for the
language, see Deut.32:5). It is surely too restrictive
to say, as Maclaren does, that Paul is referring to
our blameless walk before the world, as seen, for
example, in Daniel (Dan.6:4-5). True it is, as
Maclaren puts it, that ‘The worst man knows more
than the best man practises, and his conscience is
quick to decide the course for other people.’ Yet it
is right to seek to be blameless before God, even
though perfection is far beyond us.

The difference between the Christian and the
pagan is not just how Sunday morning is spent.
There is more to it - the Christian is to be blameless
and pure or innocent. We are to be different. The
world blasphemes, it is selfish, it is foul-mouthed,
it does what it likes, it is steeped in falsehood.The
Christian is to stand out against that like stars
against a dark night. The same idea, albeit not the
same Greek word, is found in Jesus’ words in the
Sermon on the Mount which tell Christians:You
are the light of the world’ (see Matt.5:14-16).

It is something that the older generation used to
sing about in Sunday School:

Jesus bids us shine,

With a pure, clear light,
Like a little candle
Burning in the night.

In this world is darkness;
So let us shine,

You in your small corner,
And I in mine.

We are to be different from the world - hence
Peter’s message: ‘Save yourselves from this
crooked generation’(Acts 2:40).

BE FAITHFUL TO THE WORD OF LIFE.

The Philippians were to be ‘holding fast to the
word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may boast
that | did not run in vain or labour in vain’ (2:16).
The word of life may be the gospel but more likely
it is the whole counsel of God. Also, it can be read
as 'holding out' the word of life (NIV) or 'holding
fast' the word of life (NKJV, ESV). Paul could be
saying that they are holding forth the word of life
to a dark world which needs it or that they are
faithfully maintaining the word in a world which
despises it and seeks to persecute it. There is little
practical difference for one cannot hold fast the
word without also holding out that same word.
What matters more than anything is faithfulness
to the word which brings us life. This is what will
count in the day of Christ. Paul does not see his
task as amusing people or keeping them happy or
gaining a reputation as a popular pastor, but of
producing Christians who hold to the word of life,
and who are there when Christ comes again in
glory (see 2 Cor.1:14; 1 Thess.2:19). Otherwise, all
his labours are in vain, for nothing.

REJOICE IN SACRIFICE.

‘Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering
upon the sacrifice and service (the ESV has
‘sacrificial offering’) of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be
glad and rejoice with me’ (2:17-18). Paul is not
necessarily saying that he regarded his death as
imminent (see 1:25). Rather, he is speaking of the
sacrificial life of the Christian, ‘always carrying in
the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our bodies’ (2 Cor.4:10).

Paul could be sorry about someone else's
impending death, as he expressed regarding
Epaphroditus (Phil.2:27), but he did not write this
way concerning his own death (2 Tim.4:6). Ben
Witherington IIl thinks it likely that Paul had a
pagan sacrifice in view, but a drink offering was
one additional to other offerings (Num.15:8-10).
Paul is saying that the Philippians are to rejoice
that Paul's readiness to be sacrificed is added to
their sacrifice. We offer no animals to God, but our
very lives are to be ones of sacrifice. There is to be
mutual joy in this. Death is the last enemy (1
Cor.15:26), but Christ has made it the Christian’s
friend. This transforms not only the act of dying,
but our way of living.

'Working it out' means that we do things because
God is energising us. We are not to complain, but
be blameless in a crooked world, faithful to the
word of life, and joyful in sacrifice. None of that is
automatic! There is plenty there to be working on.




