
















PROFILE WITH KAREN THORNTON:

Even before the surprised wail starts up, her dad
Graham immediately tosses aside the photo
collection he has been sifting through and goes
to his daughter’s aid,  deftly removing the hazard,
comforting her and sweeping her up into his
arms.

Then, with the 15 month old installed on his lap
with a handful of sultanas, he goes back to
searching for the picture he was after and
recounting his story. Multi-tasking at its best.

“Karen my wife has an appointment today, so I am
it,” he says apologetically, with a
fond look at his daughter. 

Being ‘Dad’ notwithstanding,
Graham is a man who wears a lot
of hats and most of his days are
fine balancing acts.  Apart from
being well known theologian
and Australian Presbyterian
magazine editor Peter’s son and
Karen’s husband, in no particular
order he is preparing to become
a missionary,  and in his  third
year Sydney Missionary Bible
College (SMBC) student, where
he is completing a Masters of
Divinity.

As well, he has his passion for the
growth of Christianity in Nepal in
his heart and on his mind.

Before marrying Karen, Graham
spent two years from 2006 as a
missionary in Nepal with
Operation Mobilisation (OM).
The work involved taking Gospel
tracts into the villages. The
church he went to in Nepal also
received 16 orphaned children
to raise as their own and this
work  continues thanks to the
support of Peter’s own church.
Both Peter and Graham continue
to stay in close contact with
Nepali believers. 

“In the past 20 years many Nepali
people have turned from
Hinduism and Buddhism to trust
in Christ Jesus ,” he says. “There
are an estimated 800,000
Christians there now,  but they are still a minority.
There is a lot of work to be done to teach the
people about Jesus. The vast majority of Nepali
churches are independent churches; however,
there are also some Evangelical Presbyterian
churches established.”

The Bethel Children’s Home – which was built and
is maintained with the support of Revesby
Presbyterian – is of particular importance to
Graham.

“It’s attached to an independent church called

Samdan church, which is the Nepalese word for
candlestick, the parable in Matthew and
Revelation, and houses 16 children living with the
pastor as his children,” he says.

“Revesby church sends $3200 every two months,
which supports them growing up.  They  have a
separate bank account for donations to the
orphanage fund. While I was there the first time I
knew all the children and it was good to see them
growing up in the Lord and so it has a special
place in my heart. “

Prior to his trip to Nepal, Graham was a school
teacher with no plans to following his father into
Ministry. “That was God’s plan, not mine,” he says
with a wry grin.

It was no surprise to his dad when Graham
decided to try mission work however. Peter had
spent  three years as a missionary in Vanuatu
when two of his five children were small. Graham
was his second born and thus as a baby he was a
missionary kid. 

When it was Graham’s turn to become involved in
ministry overseas, his whole family – including

mum Lynn and his five siblings – went to Nepal to
visit him. Dad Peter loved it.

“That was a significant time in the history of
Nepal, “Peter says. “Christianity was prohibited
before 1952 and we were there when the Hindu
king was kicked out of power. There had been war
between the Maoist communists and the Guerrilla
army and the Maoists won the election and
removed the Hindu king. After that Nepal became
a secular state and even now still has no
constitution.”

Peter says it was the obvious need for support for
orphans along with his family connection with
Graham who was working there at the time, that
spurred his church on to set up the orphanage.

“There were a number of Christian orphanages
sprinkled throughout Asia. The children who
came to live at Bethel tended to not be looked
after, so there was a real need and we felt we could
help.

“We tried to aim to create a family
rather than an institution, so kept the
numbers to 16 with houseparents,
Pastor Jeewan, which means ̀ life” and
his wife Deborah from Samdan
church running it. Before becoming
Christians, Pastor Jeewan was
previously Hindu and Deborah
Buddhist.”

Graham says Samdan church itself
has around 80 members including
children and virtually all came from
Hindu backgrounds.

“In this church there are no second
generation Christians,” he says, apart
from Jeewan’s children. Jeewan is the
oldest Christian. He converted 17
years ago and his three kids have
been raised as Christian. Christianity
has really started to gain significance
in the past 20 years. There are still
pockets of persecution but there is
much more freedom now.”

Church services are held in a rented
basement and participants sit on the
floor – men on one side of the room
and women on the other. Singing, he
says, is a big part of each service
(which are held on Saturdays, the
national day off, and most services go
for approximately two hours).

Recently Graham and Peter returned
to Nepal to check on the orphanage,
assist with the transition of Pastor
Jeewan moving away from Nepal to

the Philippines where he is studying
theology and to welcome his brother
Govinda and his wife who are looking

after the orphanage in his absence. 

They also ran a two day conference for the church
and its pastors entitled “Meeting Christ in John’s
Gospel.”

Unfortunately, some village pastors who were
planning to come didn’t make it due to a bus
strike but the two Australians believe the visit was
still fruitful. The first conference had six pastors
from a poor village area, two of whom were

Much is changing 
in Nepal

ALL IN THE FAMILY: COLIN BARNES (LEFT) WITH DAD REV PETER BARNES AND DAUGHTER OLIVIA;
COLIN (LEFT) AND PETER WITH SOME OF THE BETHEL CHURCH CONGREGATION IN NEPAL.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26

Olivia Barnes comes toddling into the living room of grandfather
Peter Barnes’ manse wearing her lunchbox on her head, eyes
covered and promptly bumps into the sofa.
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Presbyterian Social Services
exists to work with and for
the Presbyterian Church in
NSW to demonstrate the
character of God by providing
fresh hope and care for those
who are in need, in a way that
seeks justice, shows mercy,
and makes Jesus known,” says
Elizabeth McClean, Chief
Executive Officer.

She continues, “What we have found out is

that PCNSW wants, more than anything, to

hold word and deed closely together. In

other words, we should provide care, and

the best care we can give is when it is

provided with a clear link to the gospel.”

“So what has Jericho Road got to do with

Presbyterian Social Services? Well, we aim

to provide high quality and distinctively

Christian care to all those in the community

who are most vulnerable and who would

otherwise be isolated from support. Now

just think of the Samaritan on Jericho Road.

Just one man. Not an important man. Not a

huge organisation with a complex plan of

action to help all the needy on every road.

But a man who had mercy on one who

others had walked past. A man who took

care of someone who otherwise would have

had no care. That's exactly what we aim to

do. Every day. And everyone can have a

part in that.”

Elizabeth concludes, “Jericho Road is about

joining us, walking with us and working with

us. Jericho Road is about reaching the

unreached with mercy and the gospel.

Jericho Road is about continuing the good

works we already do, and finding new ways

to help the vulnerable.”

It’s where we
show Christ to
people in extreme
moments of
need.

To those in hospital 
or gaol 

Our chaplains share and show the gospel of

hope to the suffering, the grieving and the

imprisoned. They’re meeting our neighbours

in need in many hospitals across the Sydney

and Newcastle areas and in the Parklea

Correctional Centre.

To those with a disability 

The Disability Services program reaches out

to people of all ages with a disability.

Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital is a

key part of this program. Allowah provides

quality care and support to children with

multiple and complex disabilities as well as

to their families. The program also includes

our Disability Advocate who is enabling our

church communities across the State to

better understand, from a biblical

perspective, how we can best care for

people with a disability.

To those who need
clothes – or need to give

Our After-a-Fashion shops offer a range of

quality recycled clothing and goods across

greater Sydney. They show Christ in the

market place and, where possible, financially

support our other work.

To protect the most
vulnerable 

Our Conduct Protocol Unit provides all

parishes, presbyteries, organisations and

committees with the best possible support,

advice and resources in relation to child

protection and abuse matters. 

To those struggling in the
inner city 

We partner with the PWA’s Dorcas

Committee to provide practical care and

support to those in need. The Park Patrol

provides food and other necessities to the

homeless in Sydney’s inner suburbs.

An innocent man was beaten and left for dead on Jericho

Road.  Two religious types showed their hard hearts on

Jericho Road. But the true neighbour was the one who

stopped on Jericho Road.

In every city and town in NSW, there’s a Jericho Road. Places

where people are in extreme need. Because they’re hungry.

Because they have a disability. Because they’re vulnerable.

Because they’re lonely. And that’s where we get to show

the generosity that God has shown us.

Jericho Road is an initiative of Presbyterian Social Services. It’s a great story of how we can work together

to show that we, like the Samaritan, are ready to be the people who love our neighbours.

Introducing 
Jericho Road
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To little children

We run, and work with local churches who

run, Presbyterian children’s services in NSW.

Our early childhood services provide places

of learning and development, while making a

real difference to the local community in a

way that aims to honour Christ. 

To the hungry

Our relief program sees us loving our

neighbours by handing out food parcels to

needy people who come to the front door

of our office in Surry Hills, as well as welfare

relief and help for those suffering hardship

across NSW.

To the troubled

The Presbyterian Counselling Service

supports individuals and families within or

connected to the Presbyterian Church with

access and support to find the help they

need, wherever they live in NSW. 

To young people

Our Student Residences provide a Christian

environment for students, giving them a

picture of Christ while they are forming their

worldview.

Showing Christ
through Disability
Advocacy
What does it mean to be a
Christian with a disability?
How can we better
understand disability from a
biblical perspective? How can
we welcome people with a
disability into our church
community in a better way?
How can we encourage and
support those who care for
someone with a disability?

The Disability Advocate has been appointed

by Presbyterian Social Services to help us

answer those questions… and take action.

The Disability Advocate aims to raise

awareness of disabilities, and to educate,

equip, and encourage our churches to be

more inclusive of people who have

disabilities. 

Our concern is not just to see

congregations building ramps into their

church buildings, but to see congregations

building ramps into their minds and into their

hearts as they seek to understand disability

from a biblical perspective, embracing what

it means to serve, and to be served by,

people with disabilities.

We are delighted to introduce Mr Jason

Forbes as our Disability Advocate. Jason will

enable us to provide information, education

and support to the wider Presbyterian

Church in the area of disabilities. Specifically,

Jason will:

� Provide articles, papers, written
programs and the like to support
disability ministry within PCNSW;

� Provide commentary and advice to PSS
and PCNSW on relevant issues within the
community;

� Address the segregation and isolation
that people with a disability and their
carers experience from a biblical basis,
through awareness raising activities;

� Encourage the implementation of the
Luke 14 initiative within our church;

� Encourage pastoral charges to establish
outreach programs, such as the Jesus
Club;

� Provide support to pastoral charges
where a person with a disability or a
person who cares for someone with a
disability is a member of the church; and

� Provide seminars and presentations on
relevant issues.

Jason knows what it is to live with disability

having been born with Cerebral Palsy. This

affects his speech and movement. Despite

the difficulties, Jason lives an independent

life, and enjoys 4WDing, camping, cycling,

and sailing. Jason has trained as a minister

within the Presbyterian Church at the

Presbyterian Theological Centre, graduating

in 2013. The difficulties of disability mean

Jason has had to think deeply about

disability from a biblical perspective, and

studying at PTC has given him the skills and

tools to take that thinking further. Jason is

enthusiastic to share what he has learned,

and to equip churches to respond to the

issue of disability in a way which honours

God.



Building Christian
Community for
the Vulnerable
We’ve been talking to people.
Talking to people about who
they think are the most
vulnerable in our community. 

We’ve been talking to people who support

women who face an unplanned pregnancy.

Without somewhere to stay, some women

in this situation who do not have the

support of their families may opt for

abortion. Sometimes, all it takes is

somewhere to call home for that same

young woman to keep her child.

We’ve been talking to parents of a teenager

with an intellectual disability. As they look

to the future, wanting their son to be all that

he can be in the community, they know that

there is no place like home… but that there

needs to be somewhere just like home for

him. They want a Christian community for

their son where he belongs, not just a

service where he is a client paying for care.

We’ve been hearing about how our young

people who are starting out in the

workforce for the first time, particularly

those looking for employment or starting an

apprenticeship, can’t afford to pay the rent.

They are at risk of joining many other

young people who “couch surf” from one

place to the next, a new generation of the

homeless, making them incredibly

vulnerable at a time when they should be

secure.

We’ve had an idea!

There is no doubt that having a home is an

important thing for everyone. But some

struggle more than others to find and keep

a home; somewhere to call “my place”

among others who live with them and

together call it “our place”. What we want to

achieve is a home that is a Christian home to

those who live there, and a Christian home

within the wider community. A Christian

community for the vulnerable. We call it Our

Place.

Our Place aims to build Christian community

for those who struggle to find a home

within the broader community because

they have an intellectual disability, because

they are young and financially insecure, or

because they lack family support in a time

of significant need.  Our Place is intended to

be a place to call home for those who are

vulnerable, complete with pastoral and

practical Christian care.

Where is Our Place?

Our Place could be in the city or the

country. There are many in regional areas

who struggle to find a home and who

would benefit from the pastoral and

practical care provided by a Christian home,

as well as many in urban areas. A suitable

property must be located close to public

transport and have good access to

government services, health support

services and employment opportunities. It

may be located close to a TAFE or

University. It must also have enough

bedrooms and living space to

accommodate around ten people in order

to be viable. Other than that, the options are

unlimited.

We know that to start Our Place we will

need to buy a property. That will cost us

between $600K and $900K, depending

upon where it is. We will then need around

$100K each year to make Our Place viable

and so we can charge minimal rent.

Who’s going to look after
Our Place?

Our Place will be homes where a variety of

people live and work together. Our Place

homes will be set up with caretakers in

residence. The caretakers are the key to

being able to create a Christian home which

offers pastoral and practical Christian care.

Ideally, these caretakers will be people with

appropriate experience in working with

those in need and experience in providing

Biblical pastoral care. Whoever joins Our

Place would need to commit to being part

of a Christian community, including regularly

attending a local Presbyterian church.

Shall we stop talking… and
make this happen? You
can help...

Our Place is just an idea at present. We

12THEPULSE
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need people to partner with us in prayer as

we seek to move it from the idea to the

reality. Sign up for our prayer letter to

receive regular updates. Or get involved in

the conversation. We’d like to hear what

you think about Our Place. Do you think it’s

a good idea? Have you got an idea about

an improvement we could make? Do you

have an idea about where this might work

near your church? Let us know!

Showing care in Jesus’
name for more than 100
years

The first Social Service Committee was

formed in 1912 to carry on the work being

done by deaconesses at the Palmer Street

Church in Woolloomooloo. The work had

begun in 1906, with the appointment of Miss

Holland, the first deaconess. Miss Holland

worked among the mothers and girls in the

area, providing assistance with groceries

and clothing, and bringing people into

church. A sewing machine was procured for

a poor woman anxious to earn her own

living, a surgical support was provided for a

crippled boy, a chair was found for a blind

girl and classes were held for boys and girls.

The Committee was formed as it was felt

that “the foundation had been laid by the

work of the deaconesses for a much larger

movement” and there was a need for a

group to be established to oversee the

work. 

In 1913, Dr Clouston, the Chairman of the

Home Mission Committee, wrote in a report

in answer to complaints that the social

service work was more in the way of

benevolence than the Gospel, that the

‘Spiritual results of the work done by

the deaconesses was very

conspicuous.’ 

Funding the work of the Committee

has never been easy, and there have

been moments of financial crisis.

However, God has provided and there

have always been those that provide

financial and practical support. For

example, in 1915 a group of women

from the Presbyterian Church got together

saleable items and held a market with the

proceeds going towards the community

work of the church. The very first PWA

Market Day was held to support the work

of the Social Service Committee. It was

reported in 1926 that ‘It may be safely said

that if it were not for this annual effort, the

Social Service Committee would have found

it very difficult to pay their way’ as have

many since.

In 1926 an account of the social service work

over the previous twenty years was written.

Reverend Victor C Bell wrote, “Almost from

the inception of the work at

Woolloomooloo, the Committee aspired to

do great things. At different intervals… we

find proposals to establish crèches, a

superannuation fund for deaconesses, a

training home for future workers, a hospital

chaplaincy, or a home for aged women. All

these are forms of social service which

commend themselves to Christian people.

But so far not one of them has materialised.

They are still beautiful dreams. Yet dreams

have a way of coming true, and the

Committee is still hoping to see something

concrete in the not too distant future.”

In 2013, it is good to look back at this long

history of showing Christ to those in need.

It is good to remember that God has

continued to provide for the mercy ministry

of our church. We are thankful for all that we

have received that allows us to give in

Jesus’ name. We are still dreaming “beautiful

dreams” and praise God for those that have

become a reality.

Join us on 
Jericho Road
There are five ways you can
get involved:

1. Pray with us _ visit

www.jerichoroad.org.au for a prayer

update then share your email so we can

update you.

2. Partner with us in understanding and

caring for those with a disability within

your own community _ get on board

with the Luke 14 program by getting in

touch with our Disability Advocate,

Jason Forbes, at

jforbes.disabilityadvocate.pss

@gmail.com

3. Walk with us by hosting a weekend of

learning – invite Rev Robert Benn to

come along to your church for the

weekend. Just give us a call on 02

9690 9324 to make a date. 

4. Share your thinking with us by asking

for the Our Place proposal – we want

to reach the people you want us to

reach, so let us know what’s important

to you. Email us at

emcclean@pcnsw.org.au

5. Start a group at your church to pray

for us and think about ways of walking

the road with us in your local area 

– and get in touch with us so we can

walk together.

Palmer Street Presbyterian Church



The need to plant churches is
urgent. That’s why the Ministry and
Mission Committee called its
church-planting sub-committee
ASAP. The time to act is now.
Suburbs the size of cities are
burgeoning in NSW but they are
almost entirely devoid of churches.

Older towns and suburbs have churches of
several persuasions but not new areas. And even
in old areas, many of the churches that do exist
have forgotten their reason for being: no-one can
remember the last time someone was converted.
In new and older areas alike, Presbyterians need
to plant churches.

At the most recent meeting of the Assembly,
ASAP presented two events to heighten
awareness of the challenge of church planting,
help develop a network for church planting and
generally promote this critical need.

Partnering with Geneva
On Monday July 1, ASAP’s Maurie Cropper
explained what ASAP had been doing and then
announced a partnership between The Geneva
Push and the Ministry and Mission Committee.

For the past five years, ASAP assessed potential
church planters and church planting
opportunities. It will continue to assess oppor-
tunities but assessment of planters is now going
to be done in the first instance by The Geneva
Push – a nationwide non-denominational,
reformed and evangelical agency with far more
experience and potential than ASAP could
develop.

Scott Sanders, from The Geneva Push, explained
their desire to see churches evangelised into
existence using a multiplication model based on
assessment, coaching, broadcasting and
recruiting. The Geneva partnership connects NSW
Presbyterians with a much bigger group of
people involved in church planting.

Partnering with each
other
The Monday meeting and the lunchtime one the
following Wednesday also heard from people in
Presbyterian churches about their various church
planting stories and some of the lessons learnt.
The variety of the stories was inspiring and
highlighted the fact that there is not just one way
to go about church planting.

Steve Cree told the Creek Road story. Their work to
‘Reach the City – Reach the World’ sees them with
four Sunday services growing well. In fact, their
growth threatened to exceed their facilities.
Instead of building a bigger structure, they’ve
adopted a multi-site approach enabling them to
plant, support and resource new churches at
other sites like South Bank and Springfield.
Because support and resourcing are mission-
critical, the bigger church develops resources for
both themselves and the smaller churches. Creek
Road is also seeking to partner with other
churches and make their resources available for
use further afield. Partnering with Creek Road is a
chance to use their resources in your own context
and save a huge amount of resource-
development time.

Starting at Burwood, then reaching out to Auburn
and now Lidcombe (where Simon is the church
planter), they are working to reach young
professional Australian-born Chinese people with
the gospel.

The Lidcombe church plant benefits from the
wisdom and experience gained at Burwood and
Auburn. While Auburn’s focus is on the local
neighbourhood, they have also attracted
Australian born Chinese people from a much
wider area of Sydney. Some people in the
congregation who didn’t originally live in the area
are now seriously buying into the ministry at
Lidcombe, by buying a home in the local area.
They want to go further than attracting people to
their church, they want to get more involved with
people on their turf in an effort to tell them all
about Jesus. GracePoint’s hope is to
keep loving Jesus more than
church planting,
while being pro-
active with church
planting.

Murray Smith introduced
the listeners to Kirk Place at
Kogarah, an
overplant/radical
revitalisation of an
existing church that
is now five years
down the track.

A lot of spade
work was
required to
make the

transition, including the Trustees’ development of
a new church building and seed funding from
Ministry and Mission. Steve Chong began as the
pastor with an existing older congregation and
about 15 new younger people.

Helping those groups learn to trust each other
was a major task in the early days but it was
successful and the congregation is now much
larger and more ethnically diverse. Many people
have become followers of Jesus so they have
many young Christians. Kirk Place has been
intentional about focussing on both the local
community and the global vision.

Peter Thompson gave a valuable insight into a
new initiative at Southern Cross church at
Lismore. Planted 15 years ago, Southern Cross
grew strongly before plateauing.

As they re-assessed their growth strategy in the
light of attractional and missional ministry
models, they started building gospel
communities similar to those described in Total
Church by Tim Chester & Steve Timmis. Working
as inter-generational groups smaller than a
regular church, each gospel community works at
people owning both the gospel and the gospel
mission, and multiplying into more gospel
communities. This ‘mission through community’
requires real intentionality as it is friendship based
and takes a lot of time as people invest in the lives
of one another.

Tim Harrison spoke about the new Harrison
congregation being planted by the New Life
Presbyterian Church (Gungahlin, ACT) where
some forty people commenced meeting as a new
church five months ago within the Harrison
school.

Wayne Connor also reported on Night Church.
The Dubbo church has seen many new
congregations developed over time but, Night
Church is the first to be established away from the
church building. In the second year of its
operation, it is making steady progress.

Where to from here?

Huge challenges continue to confront our church.
The Leppington project in South Western Sydney
continues as a critical concern along with the
Molonglo development in Canberra. So does the
need to revitalise the Windsor congregation and
springboard from there with new, developing
churches in North Western Sydney. If you are
interested in networking with Presbyterians and
others involved in church planting, please let us
know. Email:

� Jon Nuttall stocktonpc@bigpond.com or

� John Macintyre john@gracepc.com.au 

For more info about ASAP, please visit
http://churchplantingpcnsw.org.au

Church
planting –
a new
beginning
BY BRUCE MELLER
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As the General Assembly of Australia
convenes in the heart of our biggest city, the
padre and pastoral teams of the Presbyterian
Inland Mission are reaching more people in
the outback than ever before. By the end of
2013 patrol work will have been conducted
in the Southern, Mid West (WA), John
Flynn (SA), Central Australian, Northern
Australian (NT), North, Central, South and
Leichhardt (Qld) Patrols. Church ministry
has also been regularly held at Mt. Magnet,
Denmark (WA), Beltana (SA), Darwin and
Alice Springs (NT). Through these PIM
ministries, much help, encouragement,
consolation, hope, prayer and good news
has been given freely to those who live and
work in some of the most remote, all in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Some recent
highlights include:

David and Kathy Allsop (dallsop@pim.org.au)
have been appointed to the Central Patrol
in Queensland. They are from the Callide
Valley congregation (Qld) and have had
many years experience on the land and in
various agricultural businesses. David says
‘...the Lord has put a burden on our hearts for
people west of Biloela. We know that the rural
sector is really hurting. The suicide rate and
marriage problems are rising. The only true
solution is trusting and having a personal
relationship with Jesus. Every sermon I have
preached in the past 12mths seems like I have
been preaching to myself, preparing us to go
and help such people by sharing with them the
love of Jesus by word and deed...’ David and
Kathy bring many spiritual and practical
gifts to patrol ministry and are eager to
serve those on properties and in outback
communities. Greg and Janet Cripps have
completed their first patrols in the South
Patrol (Qld). They have had many
opportunities to serve people, spiritually
and in a myriad of practical ways. Laurie
and Gwen Peake have kept up their long
standing and highly appreciated work in the
Leichardt Patrol (Qld).

The Darwin congregation (Rob and Jeanette
Duncanson) welcomed a mission team from
the PTC Melbourne early in July.

The John Flynn Patrol and the North
Queensland Patrols vehicles have been
replaced with Isuzu trucks, adapted to carry
the existing slide on campers. David and
Gae Macdonald and Roger and Margaret
Crane have done much work to ensure a
smooth transition during the change over
period. This has meant that costs have been
kept down as much as possible.

Friends and supporters gathered in Alice
Springs on 21 July for the official
commencement worship service of the new
PIM congregation led by Keith and Jenny
Bell. The Moderator-General, the Rev.
David Jones was the preacher. Already a
committed core group, reflecting the
breadth of the Alice Springs community,
has begun to come together regularly for
worship, fellowship and Bible teaching at
Church on Sunday. To further PIM
ministry in Alice Springs and the Northern
Territory, the PIM Committee has approved
Keith combining his church ministry with a
wide-spread community ministry as
Chaplain to the NT Police, Fire and
Emergency Services.

Bert and Penny
Pierce (Mid West
Patrol) and Chris
and Sandra
Woonings
(Southern Patrol)
continue to serve
faithfully in the
vastness of Western
Australia. Later in
the year Rod and
Dawn Mallinson
who worked the
Kimberley Patrol in
2012, will be based
at the Mt. Isa

P R O C L A I M I N G  T H E  L O R D  J E S U S  C H R I S T  B Y  W O R D  A N D  D E E D

As the General Assembly of Australia Meets...
congregation, and as well as ministering
there, they will patrol in the regions
surrounding.

We note with sadness the passing of the
late Sr. Averil (Rill) Gibson (1917-2013)
who served among other nursing posts,
with the Australian Inland Mission at
Innamincka and Alice Springs. She was
part of the Upper Blue Mountains (NSW)
congregation. On May 15 we marked 85
years since Dr. John Flynn founded the
AIM Aerial Medical Service (later renamed
the Royal Flying Doctor Service) in
Cloncurry, Queensland. We are thankful
to God for all that has been achieved over
all those years.

The Federal Conference of the
Presbyterian Women’s Association of
Australia will be held (DV) on Monday 9
September 2013 at the Scots’ Church,
Sydney. In the Afternoon Session, which
will begin 2:00 pm, an update on the work
of the Presbyterian Inland Mission present
and future will be presented. You would be
very welcome to join us if you can and
rejoice in the great things that the Lord has
done in recent times.

Stuart Bonnington, PIM Superintendent
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PRAY FOR THE PIM
SUNDAY Pray for Christ-likeness and
spiritual growth in all PIM workers

MONDAY Pray for hearts to be opened
as the Lord Jesus Christ is proclaimed
by word and deed by PIM workers

TUESDAY Pray for more PIM workers
to be raised up and sent forth by the
Lord of the Harvest

WEDNESDAY Pray for health, safety
and deliverance from discouragement

and depression for all PIM workers 

THURSDAY Pray for the finance
and the wisdom required to

develop the ministry of the
PIM

FRIDAY Pray for many
people to become

and grow as
Christians

through PIM
patrols and
churches

SATURDAY
Pray that the
PIM would be

gospel-based
and gospel-

centered in all
areas of its work 

North
Australia

Central
Australia

John Flynn 12

North 14

Central 15

South 16

Darling 18

Mungo
19

Mackersey 20

8

9

10

ana ‘Smith of Dunesk
sion’ PIM Church 13

Leichhardt
17

PROCLAIMING THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
BY WORD AND DEED

3



$10

$

$

4

Name ______________________________  Phone (        ) ___________________  email ______________________________

Address ____________________________________________________ State ____________________ Postcode ___________

RESPONSE FORM

Qty TOTAL

Views Beyond the Furthest Fence @ $100 $

John Flynn Life and Ministry DVD @15 $

Return with payment to:

PIM
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136

Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
email: admin@pim.org.au

Postage & Handling (Book orders only)

DONATION

TOTAL

Payment details:

Cheque enclosed (Payable to Presbyterian Inland Mission)

Charge my Credit Card        Visa       Mastercard

Card No. Expiry date  ____ / ____

Name on card _______________________ Signature ________________________________

For bulk orders please
contact the office.

JOHN FLYNN LIFE
AND MINISTRY
For those wanting to know more
about the Rev. Dr John Flynn,
founder of the Australian Inland
Mission, then the fact-filled DVD
JOHN FLYNN LIFE AND
MINISTRY will be just what your are
looking for. During the PIM
Centenary Year, Robert Benn travelled
throughout Australia speaking to
various groups about this faithful
servant of God. Due to many requests,
this DVD has been made available
based on Robert’s memorable talks.

The DVD covers Flynn’s early years,
his call to Christian ministry, his
achievements through the AIM and its
associated ministries and much more.
The DVD presentation JOHN
FLYNN LIFE AND MINISTRY is
engaging and will not disappoint.
Robert was Moderator-General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia
between 2007-2010.

To commemorate the founding of AIM in
1912, Stephen Dyer was commissioned by
the PIM to bring together a collection of
historical and contemporary photographs in
a large format full-colour book entitled
VIEWS BEYOND THE FURTHEST
FENCES. Stephen was selected because of
his photographic skills and his personal
commitment to the PIM. Over the years he

has visited sites of historical
significance to the PIM as well
as travelling though various
Patrol areas. Stephen currently
serves as an elder of the
Kerang Presbyterian Church.

In addition to the
magnificent photographs,
VIEWS BEYOND THE
FURTHEST FENCES
contains an historical
account of the work of the
AIM and the PIM written
by Stuart Bonnington.
Stuart has done research in

church history, with a special focus the place
of the Presbyterians in the Australian story.
Stuart combines being the Superintendent
of PIM with ministry at the Scots Church
in Fremantle.

All profits from the sale of JOHN FLYNN
LIFE AND MINISTRY and VIEWS
BEYOND THE FURTHEST FENCES
will go to support the PIM. For bulk orders
please contact the PIM Office.

VIEWS BEYOND THE FURTHEST FENCES

Bert and Penny Pierce – WA

Chris and Sandra Woonings – WA

David and Gae McDonald – SA

Greg and Janet Cripps – Qld

Laurie and Gwen Peake – Qld

Roger and Margaret Crane – Qld

PRAY FOR THE PIM EACH DAY
David and Kathy Allsop – Qld

Rod and Dawn Mallinson – Qld/NT

Keith and Jenny Bell – Alice Springs

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson – Darwin

Stuart and Sharon Bonnington – WA

Mike and Heather Timmins – Vic



COMMENTARY BY 
JOHN McCLEAN
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ETHICS:

Years ago, a good friend joined the
Christian group on his university
campus. He discovered the Bible in
a new depth grew as a Christian
and made great friends. 

Soon, he was part of the leadership. All the
members, and especially leaders, were encouraged
to do “walk up evangelism” on the campus,
spending a few hours a week in pairs approaching
people and asking if they could talk about Jesus.

My friend was uncomfortable with this style of
evangelism, and decided he would not join in. He
didn’t mind that other people did it, he wasn’t
against it in principle, he did not make a fuss about
it in the group; it was just not his style. He wanted
to make friendships with people, before he set out
to talk to them about Jesus. It turned out that “walk
up evangelism” was considered almost
compulsory. He faced lots of pressure to join in.
How could he be really committed if he didn’t? The
unspoken message was, “God expects you to join
in”.

The trickiest issues of Christian disagreement are
matters of action. We can live variety in what we
think, especially if we keep it to ourselves. But
actions become obvious. What clothes should
Christians wear? Are tattoos OK? How should we
bring up our children? What school should they go
to? Can Christians drink alcohol, smoke or hunt?
I’m sure you can add to the list of contentious
questions with the potential to split churches and
ruin friendships. 

The key to thinking about these issues is the
doctrine of Christian freedom which says three
things: Christians are bound by God’s law; they are
free when God’s law doesn't bind them and they
should use their freedom to serve others.

Christians are not free to sin; we have to follow
God’s law. We have been redeemed to serve God,
not to serve our old sinful nature and sinful ways.
Paul makes this point forcefully in Romans 6,
reminding us that we have died to sin in Christ and
in him we have been raised to live for
righteousness.

Therefore, it is denial of our salvation to indulge sin.
Of course we struggle with sin living in a conflict
between the sinful nature and the Spirit (Gal. 5:17).
But that struggle is not permission to sin. We are
to find out what pleases the Lord and pursue that,
not because we must win his favour but because
in mercy he is remaking us in his image.

How do we know what pleases the Lord? The short
hand answer is “the moral law”. God reveals to us
in his Word how he wants us to live and the kind of
people he wants us to be. As we’ve seen in other
columns, the law is not the motivation for our lives;
we live for God because he has redeemed us and
given us his Spirit; the law is not the full description
of Christian living, it must be followed in love. The

law can only be a blessing
to Christians because of
the gospel. The law is,

however, the outline or framework for pleasing the
Lord. The Ten Commandments are the summary of
the moral law, and show us the kind of life to which
God calls us. 

Remember that the moral law addresses our life in
depth; it is not merely a call for a superficial
conformity. Jesus shows that in Matthew 5 when
he applies the Old Testament law, mainly the ten
commandments, to the hearts and lives of his
disciples. “Do not commit adultery” calls us to
faithfulness in action and thought; “do not murder”
means we must love even our enemies. The
freedom which comes from the law is not moral
laxity; it doesn't mean that almost anything goes.
Every moment in life is addressed by God’s law as
it reveals to us what Christ-likeness looks like.

While the law addresses every moment of life,
there are many areas of life on which the moral law
gives no specific directions. In those areas we have
freedom. The most obvious examples are quite
trivial, we are not told what side of bed to sleep in,
or even whether we should sleep in a bed! More
importantly, the Bible has no instructions about
how long our prayers should be, apart from
warning us not to think we are heard because of
the length (Matt. 6:7). There is nothing in the moral
law which requires me to send my children to a
Christian school or to a state school, to vote for a
political party or to decorate my home in a
particular way. 

The Reformers adopted an old term for things
which are not limited by God’s word; they called
them adiaphora, which means indifferent things.
They used it particularly about matters of worship
on which they differed but did not want to be
divided. Many issues are adiaphora for Christians.
Christian freedom is an implication of the doctrine
of the sufficiency and authority of Scripture. God
rules his people by his Word, and he has given us
all we need to know in the Bible. We shape
Christian lives by applying the Bible, not by making
up new rules which we add around the Bible.
Where the Bible does not set limits, we are free.

It is important to stress this freedom because we
easily confuse our customs and conventions
(which may be quite useful) with God’s law and
assume that a genuine Christian will conform to
our patterns. That’s what happened with “walk up
evangelism” in the group my friend joined. In some
churches a style of parenting might be promoted
in a way that makes it seem compulsory, or people
can speak as if all Christian families must home
school. In some circles smoking or drinking or
dancing is viewed as un-Christian; in others it may
be a style of dress or certain ways of praying which
are strong social mores. Often these conventions
are not taught explicitly, but they are very strongly
enforced.

There may be good reasons for conventions.
Smoking, for instance, brings obvious and
significant health risks. However, all the examples

above are possible applications of the Bible’s
teaching and are not directly commanded. We can
recognise the folly of smoking, but we need to be
very cautious before we call it a ‘sin’. We have to
recognise that on some issues other Christians
may come to a different conclusion. I think we
should use fair-trade products when we can, but I
don’t think I can tell other Christians they are
sinning if they do not do that. Speaking to
strangers on campus is one way to do evangelism,
all Christians do not have to do it.

The doctrine of Christian freedom protects our
conscience. In Romans 14 Paul tells Christians to
accept one another “without quarreling over
disputable matters” (Rom 14:1). Believers may have
different views about what they can eat or which
days they keep, but we are not to judge each other
for that, the Lord is the judge (Rom 14:2-13). On
these kinds of questions, each person should come
to their own conviction and follow that in thankful
obedience to the Lord (Rom 14:5-6). The
Westminster Confession summarises this by saying
that “God alone is Lord of the conscience” and we
are free “from the doctrines and commandments
of men” (20.2). 

“This does not deny a place for human
authorities in their proper role but means that

no one can bind the Christian to believe
anything or to adopt a form of obedience

which does not flow from God’s word”.

Christian freedom, like the law, must be applied in
love. Freedom is not to be used flagrantly to hurt
others, but to serve them. Which may mean
choosing not to exercise our freedom. If you
genuinely realise that a disputed matter is
adiaphora, then you are free to not make a big fuss
over it. That how Paul deals with meat sacrificed to
idols in 1 Corinthians 8-10. Some in the church felt
free to eat the meat and some didn’t. Paul agrees
with the ‘strong’ that Christians are free to eat (1
Cor 8:1–6), and he counsels them to use their
freedom to serve their brothers and sisters (1 Cor
8:7–13). He says “Be careful … that the exercise of
your rights does not become a stumbling block to
the weak… if what I eat causes my brother or sister
to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I
will not cause them to fall” (vv9, 13). 

So, if you are with some Christian friends who think
it is wrong to drink alcohol, then you are free to not
drink and you are free not to make a fuss about the
question. On the other hand, they should also
recognise that you are free to have a drink and
they should not require your conscience to
conform to their convictions. 

Christian freedom, then, applies to two areas,
which can overlap: where the Bible does not teach
any particular behaviour and where Christians can
take different views about the implications of
Scripture. Sorting out what is clearly taught and
what is an area of freedom is not always easy. We
should try to defend freedom for each other, and
encourage each other to serve God by following
his law, rather than focus on conformity to our
patterns.

Accepting one another



Reformers
140 Albany Road, Stanmore 2048
Phone: 02 9564 3555 • reformers.org.au

The Christian
Homemaker’s
Handbook
Pat Ennis & Dorothy
Kelley Patterson

(Crossway Books)

This one-stop reference tool
gives you tips and training on
everything from meal planning
to interior decorating, biblical
womanhood to budgeting, so
that you can become a
holistic homemaker!

Christ in the Chaos: How the
Gospel Changes Motherhood
Kimm Crandall
(foreword Elyse Fitzpatrick)
(Cruciform Press)

Christ in the Chaos is a “must read” for
every mother who longs for what is
seemingly impossible: peace and freedom
in the midst of her chaos.

Date your Wife:
A Husband’s Guide

Justin Buzzard
(Crossway Books)

Buzzard helps men re-learn
this all-important skill of

dating their wives from a
position of security in the

gospel of grace.

My ABC Bible Verses from the Psalms [HC]
Susan & Richie Hunt

(Crossway Books) This colourfully illustrated children’s book presents a verse
from Psalms alongside each letter of the alphabet with an engaging story.

Forever and Always,
No Matter What
Jeff & Erin Miller
(Focus Publishing)

Jeff and Erin share their experiences
and their commitment to marriage
survival, personal survival and give
spiritual insights into the challenges
of having an autistic child.

Intentional Parenting
Tad Thompson

(Cruciform Press)

This is not another book of tactics and
techniques. It is a book of strategy for
parents who want to be intentional
about discipleship in the home.

God’s Alphabet for Life
Joel Beeke

(Reformation Heritage)

Using the alphabet as a guide, this book
provides 26 devotional meditations for

young children (ages 4–9), based on
Bible texts that children can easily

memorise.

$9.95

$7.95

$24.95

$12.95

$10.95

$12.95

$15.95

CHRISTIAN HOME & FAMILY
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OVERSEAS MISSION:

Andy and Rosemary Williamson serve at
the Talua Ministry Training Centre, the
Bible College of the Presbyterian Church
of Vanuatu. We decided to ask them
what encourages them in their work. 
ANDY: Year after year we’ve seen students come
into a genuine evangelical faith and grow as
Christians. Many come as nominal Christians with
significant gaps in their understanding of the
Gospel. Then, in the course of Talua devotions and
studies, they discover Christ and trust in him. 

WHAT GOOD THINGS CONTINUE TO SURPRISE YOU?

ROSEMARY: I am amazed by people’s generosity
and their willingness to live before God in a
cheerful and thankful manner. How kind and
warm people are and how they face difficult
circumstances over and over again. In particular,
I’m thinking of some of the local staff who have
served sacrificially at Talua for many years with
very few worldly rewards but who continue to
be godly and go about their work because they
see the value of theological education.

ANDY: For better and worse, huge changes are
taking place in Vanuatu, and the speed of the
changes is ever-increasing. We can see many
changes between the year 2000 when we first
arrived and today: mobile phones, DVDs,

internet, more trucks, cars, planes, boats, more
cash, more education, better health services, and
more expat investment especially in tourism.  All
our Bachelor of Ministry students and some of our
Diploma students have computers. More and
more people have 8:00am - 5:00pm jobs. The rich
seem to be getting richer and the poor, poorer.
Traditional social bonds may be getting weaker.
Also, education and money are having a
secularising effect.

WHAT CHALLENGES DO YOU FACE?

ANDY: As Talua has grown and added the
Foundation Year (for upgrading English and
academic skills) and Bachelor of Ministry
programs, administration of the programs has
become more complex and time consuming.
There is a need to update the college
infrastructure. Fortunately, Andrew and Marilyn
Schache have come to shoulder a lot of this work,
Andrew with work projects and Marilyn as Dean
and Registrar’s secretary. I anticipate now a more
reasonable administrative load. Between teaching,
administrating, an intense communal life, and
sicknesses that come and go, life for overseas staff
has a wide range of challenges.

ROSEMARY: Many of the students who we care
about face very difficult and complicated personal
issues that we feel drawn into. And of course the
climate remains a challenge for everybody who
goes from Australia to Vanuatu because it doesn’t
let up.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TALUA WILL LOOK LIKE IN 20
YEARS’ TIME?

ANDY: I hope that there are a full range of in-
Vanuatu lecturers for the Bachelor of Ministry
program. Further, I hope that we will not only be
training pastors and lay leaders but that we will
have a new course to train Christian school
teachers. The church really wants to see their
children leave school as Christians but they often
emerge secularised and not fitting into the old
patterns. It would be great to have teachers who
have a Christian worldview and can communicate
that to their students.

ROSEMARY: With its unique linguistic situation,
there is a great need for fully-trained in-Vanuatu
linguists. One of my dreams is that Talua will be
producing Bible translators for the local
languages. 

HOW CAN PEOPLE IN AUSTRALIA HELP TALUA?

ROSEMARY: I don’t think we can underestimate the
importance of prayer. It’s a spiritual battle and
there are forces at work that are trying to
discourage young people who are training for
ministry. 

ANDY: The church in Vanuatu is our sister church.
What makes a good pastor in Australia is what
makes a good pastor in Vanuatu: that is, good
training, pastoral models, and a tertiary level of
education so that pastors are able to read,
understand, interpret, and apply the Scriptures to

their people. So, whatever it takes to give our
sister church this sort of training and education
for their pastors that is what we should aim to
do. Concretely, in addition to providing three
staff families, Australia has been sending over
theological lecturers for three weeks of
intensive lecturing as well as helping sponsor
Bachelor of Ministry students. Australians have
also built a number of homes and classrooms. It
is important to the work at Talua that we
continue to support the training of pastors and
lay leaders in these ways. 

www.apwm.org.au   |  (02) 9792 1373

firstperson
with Kevin Murray

What encouages
your work?

Granville Pillar is a former
Presbyterian minister, now a APWM
missionary working in Hungary as a
lecturer in a Hungarian university
through the International Institute for
Christian Studies. He relates this story
about one of his students.  

Tamás is a second-year English major student. His
English is native-like, and I would class him as one
of my brightest students. One day in the class he
said to me: “I have no problem with you being a
Christian, but do not try to convert me, as many
others have tried to do. I do not believe in God.”

As he was leaving the classroom after the lesson, I
called him over and I
said: “Tamás, I respect
your view on the matter
of the existence of God,
but it is in stark contrast
to my view. But you need
to know, that God is God,

whether you believe in Him or not.” His reaction
surprised me.

He said with seriousness in his voice: “You know,
that is the best response I have ever heard about
the existence of God.” Since that day I have
detected a softening of his stance on God. 

A few months ago, I was able to put Tamás in
touch with the toy manufacturer, Lego, which is
expanding its already large factory in our city, and
had an urgent need for new staff. 

One of the Lego representatives came to our
university to recruit people with excellent English
and IT skills, and I brought Tamás to meet him. He
was called for an interview and they hired him on
the spot. He is now enjoying his secure job (a rarity
in Hungary), and Lego will release him next
semester so that he can finish His degree.

He came to thank me and we were able to talk
candidly about a lot of issues. I thank God that I
could show Tamás a practical demonstration of
my Christian faith through my concern for him,
and pray that through our close friendship, God,

in His providence, will use me as a channel to help
him to reach his full potential in life and to bring
him to know and accept the Lord Jesus as His
Saviour. Please pray for Tamás.

Recently, as I prayed and reflected on God’s Word,
my thoughts went back to Tamás’ story, and I was
so struck by the notion of God’s providence.

That He is indeed in control of the world and its
creatures; that He is in control of every situation;
that He will draw Tamás and my other students to
Himself, if it is in line with his sovereign will and
divine providence.

In this secular-humanistic context in which God
has placed me to be His mouthpiece, I am
reminded of what God said to the apostle Paul in
Acts 18:9-10 when he was discouraged as he
entered the pagan city of Corinth. [God] said; “Do
not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent…
because I have many people in this city.”

This impressed on me that in our missionary
context the most important thing is to act out our
Christian lives through serving and loving our
students and colleagues, share the Gospel
through whatever means we can, and trust God in
his providence for the results.
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Once a non believer...
ANDY AND ROSEMARY WILLIAMSON
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AT OUR LAST METRO
CONFERENCE WE WERE
PRIVILEGED TO HAVE THE
MODERATOR GENERAL, RT REV
DAVID JONES AMONG US TO
TEACH THE SCRIPTURES AND
SHARE HIS LEADERSHIP AND
EXPERIENCE IN GOSPEL MINISTRY.  

We asked him for his impression of
METRO and the ministry we are seeking
to conduct in encouraging training by
discipleship within local churches of the
type envisaged and commanded by the
Apostle Paul in 2Timothy 2.2. 

Here is David's response to our request

"Passing on the baton" to emerging
leaders is not a passing fad. It's a
biblical imperative. Paul tells Timothy
his "apprentice"- 'what you have heard
from me in the presence of many
witnesses, commit to faithful men
who will be able to teach others also.'
(2 Tim 2:2) There are four generations
of leaders in that verse: Paul, Timothy,
those he would invest in, and those in
whom they in turn would invest. This
appears to be a deliberate model
aimed at multiplying mature, godly
leaders.” 

We should make it a priority to see
gospel workers raised up in our
churches. 

How intentional are we about this?

Are you looking out for potential
leaders in your congregation?

Is your church organised so that over
time a child currently in Sunday
school could become a leader in it?  If
not, why not?

Our churches should be the breeding
ground for generations of future leaders.
Church life should provide a context for
continual interaction, instruction, prayer
and encouragement. This is what
church is about.

This is what ministry is about. It is not
about buildings, committees, finances
and number games. It is about the
advance of the gospel to the glory of
God. Ministry of any kind – preaching,
prayer, teaching, training, giving, caring,
pastoring, and so on – must be
modelled and handed on to the rising
generations. 

We need to make room for emerging
leaders, and provide opportunities for
would be ministers to try out their gifts.

Do you have such people in your
church? Take a risk, add them to the
preaching roster, give them a go, work
with them, include them in what you do,
and the way God uses them may well
surprise you. 

Why not budget for a trainee to work
with you for a couple of years?

And you don`t have to do this on your
own.

Metro NSW has a wealth of practical
resources and expertise to help with this.
I was privileged to speak at the
conference at Stanwell Tops in March
this year. 

It was a chance for those thinking
seriously about ministry to hang out
with each other, to chat, chill and
contemplate. 

I would highly commend this ministry
to you. It is worthy of widespread
support throughout our churches. 

Passing on the baton! BY PAUL SHEELY

Applications for METRO 2014/15 
close on Aug 31.

METRO:
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Children in public schools across
NSW are now encountering
Christian chaplains.  The
relatively new role gives caring
Christians the opportunity to be
involved in early intervention and
primary prevention.

For instance, the Christian school chaplain is
often the person invited to intervene and
provide pastoral care for a child.

Where a child has a “melt down” the chaplain
can be used to settle the situation and explore
the immediate problem.

In other situations, the Christian chaplain is
involved in the turning points in a child’s life.
For instance, a chaplain can be used to mentor
children in the skills of sustaining relationships
or making friends. 

The role also encourages pastoral care
of school staff, parents and the

wider school community.

This aspect provides the
opportunity for a Christian
to be at the point where
sickness, relationship
breakdown and dys-
function threaten the
family and impact on
the child and the
school. 

A Christian chaplain
because of his or her
answers to life’s big
questions is able to
provide unique and
effective long-term
pastoral care in the
situation.

A Christian chaplain in a
public school is an

example of what Tim
Keller calls “connecting

people to the city (through

mercy and justice).”  In his recent book, Center
Church (p. 293), he advocates that churches
should strive to supplement their strong
ministries with involvement with other
functions of the church.

He calls them “ministry fronts” in order to
capture all the biblical metaphors and models
of the church.  Local churches need to be
advancing on all four fronts: evangelism and
worship, community and discipleship; doing
mercy and justice; integrating faith and daily
work.  Without compromising the fronts of
worship and disciple making, it is possible for
churches with limited resources to integrate
“love for their neighbours” through sustained
involvement in school chaplaincy.

Through PY’s partnership with genr8 Ministries,
some public schools in NSW are receiving high
school SRE and chaplaincy.  In a secular setting
like a public school, the needs are for both
teaching about what is believed and a
demonstration of the difference that believing
makes to life.

This is a strategic ministry because every child
and teenager in your community or region
passes through the turnstile of school.  Who
will they encounter there?  Education is not
value free but a melting pot of all sorts of ideas.
Chaplaincy in public schools provides an
opportunity for Christianity to be seen for what
it is.  

PETER IS PY’S SCHOOLS DIRECTOR AND HAS WORKED
AS A CHAPLAINCY ADVISOR FOR GENR8.

School chaplains 
have key role BY PETER ADAMSON

CHAPLAINCY:
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5/6 Camp
The June long weekend saw 160 people arrive at Port Hacking Conference Centre for a great time full
of fun, friends, a bonfire and hearing about Jesus. Year 5 and 6 kids came from all over the state, as well
as all kinds of leaders with a passion to serve these young people. 

TOM NORMAN

At 5/6 camp I liked the
long sessions of learning
and how after the
sessions we talked in
small groups. In the
morning you go in and
have stories and do the
activities and they
connect with the small

groups so you get more time to think about what
you are learning. I liked the format of the program
and the activities because you had to work as a
team and if you didn’t you always lost. I liked
meeting new friends. We had a good room and
our room leader was good at doing reflection
time and talking about what we had learnt and
what we liked about the day. It was a nice relaxing
time to lie on our beds and talk about life.
Quizworx talked about God’s super impossible
promises and how God always keeps his
promises. They are good at telling stories and
keeping you awake by using Scruff and Clarence
(puppets). It was good because if you were
unsure about what Chris said, Scruff and Clarence
asked questions (like “Is that really true?”, “Are you
sure?”, “Give me proof”) which gave us the
answers and strengthened our knowledge.

SIMON SHEELY

As a leader, 5/6 camp
was full on, right
from the minute
parents dropped
their loud excited
kids off on Friday
night, until Monday
afternoon when
parents returned to
find their kids exhausted and much quieter for
the drive home. Yet despite the craziness of camp,
as a study leader I was able to get to know the
kids in my study group and together we were
able to explore God's word and the seemingly
Super Impossible Promises he has made. One of
the best things I found in study groups and in our
room reflections, was that kids of that age have a
huge desire to learn things and have no fear in
asking questions about any issues they come
across. It was through these that I was also
challenged and encouraged in my own personal
Christian life. In our last study group together, my
co-leader, Shenae, and I asked our campers for
prayer points that we could be using to continue
to pray for them after camp and beyond, and the
responses we received really showed how much
the kids had learnt and grown. Coming away
from camp, knowing that God had worked within
these kids over the course of the weekend was
just awesome! It is for this reason that I would
recommend leading at 5/6 camp next year to
anyone who has a desire to see the growth of
God's kingdom within the hearts of these young
people. I will certainly be back next year.

KEITH BOULDEN

On Friday night Campers
and leaders arrived at
various times from all parts
of the state. The camp
began with much
excitement, plus anxiety for
the year 5s who were on
their first camp. (hence the
need for a camp parent). It
was an action packed weekend. Quizworx were
fantastic in sharing God's word. The leaders
gelled together well and were very committed to
caring for the kids. There was great growth in kids
understanding about how Great God is and for
the first time in 3 years the weather enabled us
to have a campfire on the last night. This was our
third time as camp parents. And it's getting better
every time. It was a pleasure to see the Lord
working in the lives of these campers.

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH:
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junior camp
Presbyterian Youth Junior Camp kicked off on
Friday 7th June with 230 campers (Years 7 – 10)
from all over the state flooding into the campsite
for a first-night activity and devotion. 

young adults    
camp

Young Adults Camp, for young people aged from
Year 11 up to 25-years-of-age saw 100 campers
come together to hear about God in fellowship with
one another.Griffith Presbyterian Church’s Jesse Huckel spoke on the Sermon on the

Mount, challenging campers to use their hearts in responding to Jesus
rather than relying on religion for salvation.The long weekend was
packed with campers studying the Bible, worshipping together, and
challenging each other in a wide range of activities, including a photo
scavenger hunt, and trying to sell each other ‘unsellable’ products like
raising the legal driving age to 30, or ‘water-proof tea bags’ for those who
don’t like tea, but want to pretend that they do! Dan Pym travelled down
from Southern Cross Presbyterian in Lismore to give the devotions in the
evenings on Camp, speaking to the campers from the Psalms and
encouraging campers and leaders alike to have joy in their relationship
with God. 

TIM HASSAN

Where are you from? Tamworth, I go to
Tamworth Presbyterian Church.  What was
great about Junior Camp? Everything, you
get to meet new friends, learn more about God
and there was awesome food. What more could
you want?  Why do you keep coming back to Camp? These camps
are sick as you can meet people coming from the same experiences as
you and it’s really encouraging knowing that you’re not the only one
going through what you are. Also you get to meet some pretty sweet
people!

BEN BOND

Where are you from? Seven Hills, I go to
Blacktown Presbyterian Church.    In what role
were you serving on Camp? Study group
leader for year 7 campers. Pretty much all hypo
and adrenaline with limited self discipline to put
it nicely!   What was great about Junior
Camp?There is nothing more rewarding than telling others about Christ,
especially youth. PY pretty much puts that opportunity on a platter and
so being able to be part of it is really rewarding. These campers are
working through who they are as a person and how God fits into the
picture and so to help them with that and at the same time making it fun
is what's great about junior camp PY.  Why do you keep coming back
to Camp? I don't know! I'm always so busy with Uni work at this time of
the year but I guess because these youth are the priority. Also, I eat a lot
and these camps have a lot of food _ match made in heaven!

Jamie Newans from Coffs Harbour Presbyterian Church spoke on a handful
of the Old Testament’s Minor Prophets, showing God’s love to his people as
something that was unwavering in the face of them constantly turning away
from Him. Both Saturday and Sunday night involved discussion panels, on
politics, marriage, and other issues that young Christians are facing in the
world at the moment. With Camp set in a particularly busy time for school
and university exam periods, there was plenty of time for the campers to
study, chill out, and drink copious amounts of coffee provided by the Study
Group Convener who decided to share his professional Barista skills with
everyone on Camp. 

LIBBY KOSTER

Where are you from? I live in Coffs Harbour.  What
was great about Young Adults camp? What wasn't
great about camp! The sense of unity, and
encouragement that you feel when surrounded by like-
minded people with the same goal is totally
overwhelming! I think the only way to describe it would be that I felt blessed
by God's goodness to us in giving us a country like Australia where we can
gather at camps such as PY so freely!  Why do you keep coming back
to Camp? Because I absolutely adore it! I am so thankful that my parents
pushed me to go the first time, because now all of my closest, life-long friends
I have I met at this camp! At school you tend to constantly be surrounded by
social groups, and the feeling of not belonging because you stand apart as
a christian. Whilst completely worth it we can often become discouraged at
times in our faith-we all struggle, but at PY you have this completely different
sense of belonging in your identity in Christ! You find that nothing else really
matters. I keep coming back because whenever I leave after I get over the
post-camp blues that we all get I feel incredibly spiritually refreshed! I feel
encouraged, and even after camp our PY family all keep in contact, and are
constantly looking out for each other, holding each other up in prayer in
times of need, and encouraging each other! The PY family does not end and
resume before and after camps - it continues outside of camp!

NAOMI TONDL

Where are you from? I live near Parramatta and
am a member of Blacktown East Presbyterian Church.
In what role were you serving on Camp? I was
serving as a mentor and looking after our 4.5 month
old baby girl, Susanna Grace. My husband, Phil, was
playing in the band.  What was great about
Young Adults Camp? It was great to get out of the house and spend a
long weekend with a loving group of people of various ages, learning from
God's word and praising God with music. I felt blessed to introduce Susanna
to this environment and to see her enjoy people's company and the music. I
enjoyed the meals, the sunny days and the opportunity to pray with the other
mentors.  Why do you keep coming back to Camp? It is a loving group
of people where God is honoured and the Bible is taught faithfully.

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH:
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On mission to MalinauBY MIKE WILSON

In early March I joined 21 members of
Randwick Indonesian Presbyterian Church
for an intensive week of mission in East
Kalimantan. 

Our flight from Jakarta to Tarakan Island was
followed by a gruelling long-boat journey to
Malinau City down the massive Malinua River.

The week involved ministry to pastors and

churches in main centres. But the main focus was
ministry to the native people, the Dayaks. There
are around 200 subgroups, each with their own
dialect and culture. 

Each day the team split into two groups heading
off in different directions to distinct settlements.
Each group took boxes of gifts with them,
especially for Dayak children. A full day’s program
involved activities for children and youth. There
was also teaching for the adults and a meeting
with elders. In one group Senior Pastor Joni
Stephen did this. I did the same for the other

group. 

To reach one Dayak settlement my group had to
walk over cracked planks on a swaying 500 metre
cable bridge suspended over the Malinau River. In
the village a deeply distressed mother asked me
to pray for her young daughter stricken with
hydrocephalus. The people here were far too poor
to be able to do much for her. Joni Stephen later
arranged for her to receive surgery in an
Indonesian hospital.

All of us found the sticky heat difficult to bear. This
added to the early morning starts and late night
finishes meant that by the end of the week we
were all exhausted. 

The week was capped off by a long drive from
Balikpapan to scenic Samarinda to encourage the
faculty and students of a small Bible College
which majors on producing church planters. 

MIKE WILSON IS CROSS CULTURAL MINISTRY
COORDINATOR, MINISTRY AND MISSION, PCNSW

MISSION:

effective opportunity to show that our
dependence is on God and not on our own
efforts.

Fourthly, I think there is a strong correlation
between the demise of the Christian Sabbath and
the disintegration of family life.

The concept of 'family' is at the heart of our

heavenly Father's dealing with men, and therefore
of the Gospel.

Militant atheists probably recognise this more
than we do, which explains their determination to
break down the family by attacking the Biblical
teaching on marriage, the sanctity of human life
and the discipline of children, and by the
progressive institutionalisation of education, etc.

We need to address all this positively by providing

more opportunities for families to be together,
enjoying the built-in blessings of family life, and
not letting our society progressively
compartmentalise our lives and drive us further
apart.

I think the 'Sunday' John McClean and I enjoyed as
children (although I was a generation earlier!)
provided a level of stability to our society that we
should not overlook.

Sabbath Observance
CONTINUED FROM PG 8

illiterate, which made the teaching somewhat
challenging.

As well, Peter was invited to the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Dehradun to lecture and
present at a graduation. Victorian Presbyterians
John and Lynette Ellis lecture there.

Going back was encouraging, Graham says. “It was
good to see people who have grown in their faith
and perseverance,” he says. “Some had fallen
away, like the parable of the four soils. But the
church members are enthusiastic and there is a
real obvious turning away from Hinduism and
Buddhism.

“What is needed now is good biblical teaching as
most of the pastors in Nepal have not been to
Bible College, which is why Jeewan has gone
away to study. Dad sends him his sermon notes

from the Revesby congregation to help him out!”

While some small Bible colleges have started to
spring up in Nepal – the Evangelical Presbyterian
Seminary in Kathmandu would be one of the
largest.  – In the future it may be possible to
develop some links between the church in Nepal
and the Presbyterian Church in Australia with
particular focus on education for the Nepalese
pastors.

Graham plans to continue to stay in close contact
with his brothers and sisters in Christ in Nepal. . He
still speaks Nepali which he picked up on his first
stint there, which he considers a blessing.

“There are a lot of amazing stories coming out of
Nepal,” Graham says. “One family in a village sent
two roosters to help feed us while we were
there…and the kids killed them for dinner that
night.

“As not many people can speak English, only the

mid and upper classes, so it would be great to see
more theological teaching and training for Nepali
pastors in their national language.”

Graham turns to Olivia, playing with a toy quietly
while her dad talks about his prayers for Nepal.

“I am really encouraged by the growth in
Nepal.Christians may be increasingly
discouraged in the West but this is definitelynot
the case in Nepal. With greater freedom there is a
need to grow deeper in understanding the
scriptures and being able to discern false
teaching. For instance, the Jehovah’s Witnesses
have a  presence there at the moment.

“One man, who had been Hindu, had a visit from
Jeewan and the church elders, then took all of his
Hindu idols and statues and threw them in the
pond. I pray that  as they hear the Word, that the
Nepalese will continue to turn to Christ  and I
want to do all I can to help them.”

Graham Barnes Profile
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

WILD TROPICAL JUNGLE NEAR THE MAHAK RIVER, MALINAU
PROVINCE , EAST KALIMANTAN, INDONESIA BORNEO
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EMAIL ADDRESSES

Mark Adams
Marksadams86@gmail.com

David Burge
davidkburge@gmail.com

Steve North
steve.north@battlinon.com

Roger (Duncan) Parker
rdjparker@bigpond.com

MINISTERS, 
HOME MISSIONARIES, ETC.

Rev. David R. Balzer, was inducted
into the Ashfield-Petersham

Presbyterian Church on 1 March,
2013
3 Knox St
ASHFIELD  NSW  2131
H: (02) 9705 7509
O: (02) 9798 6572
M: 0425 380 112
E: david_balzer@yahoo.com.au

Rev. Timothy D. Berrima, was ordained
and inducted into the pastoral charge
of New Life PC Gungahlin as the
Associate Minister on 12 April, 2013

Rev. Michael Nathaniel BOSSHARD was
ordained  on 5 June, 2013 and set
apart as Assistant to the Minister at
Coffs Harbour by the Presbytery of
the Mid North Coast.

28 Caltowie Pl
Coffs Harbour 2450
M: 0419 276 932
E: mikebosshard@coffspc.com

Rev. Chung Yup (Damien) Choi was
Ordained and Set Apart by the
Presbytery of the Hawkesbury as the
Home Missionary at St Mary’s
Presbyterian Church on 21 March, ‘13.

18 Marsden Rd
ST MARYS  NSW  2760

H: (02) 9623 1040
M: 0402 87 1512
E: damienchoi@outlook.com

Rev. Paul Cooper has demitted the
Pastoral Charge of Beecroft on 30
April 2013 and been Set Apart by the
Sydney North Presbytery as a Minister
Emeritus.

9 Eider St
THE PONDS  NSW  2769
H: (02) 9836 4562
M: 0416 027 034 (remains
unchanged)
Email: jhaagoodlet@gmail.com

yearbook:
and Church Directory Alterations
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REFORMERS BOOKSHOP 
MANAGER VACANCY
The Reformers’ Bookshop 
Background and Aims

The Reformers’ Bookshop was established in October
1984 as a ministry of the Stanmore Baptist Church. It was
commenced to promote and sell Bibles and Christian
books in order to glorify God and strengthen Christians

through reading useful literature arising from an evangelical and reformed Christian
heritage.  In early 2007, the Reformers’ Bookshop became a joint venture between
Stanmore Baptist Church and the Presbyterian Church of New South Wales. Over
the past 7 years, the bookshop has grown seven-fold, and now has three full-time
employees as well as a part-time accounts manager.

Management Position becoming available

Our current Manager, Dave Hann has accepted a call to parish ministry and will be
leaving Reformers at Christmas-time 2013. Ideally, his replacement would
commence at Reformers from October onwards, to allow 2-3 months of overlap and
training. The existing bookshop staff are well-trained in their duties and will be
available to assist the new Manager settle into the position.

No prior experience in any technical or managerial area is required. Extended
training and support will be provided until the new Manager is thoroughly
comfortable and competent in the position. This includes (as needed): training in
supervising staff, use of Retail Manager, setting pricing and margins, determining
quantities to order, etc.

Who is being sought: a theologically-trained, Bible-believing evangelical, reformed
person with a high view of Scripture; with a heart for people; a desire to get spiritually
useful books into the hands of Christians to help them grow; and the vision to see
that the Lord is using Reformers Bookshop as a highly strategic ministry that reaches
many thousands of people.

The normal hours of work: are 9 am to 5 pm, Monday to Friday. However, as you
would appreciate, the nature of the role may sometimes require communicating
with overseas suppliers in the evenings, running a bookstall from time to time at
such things as General Assemblies or conferences, (these latter usually being held on
Saturdays) or representing the bookshop at churches throughout New South Wales
from time to time. If the out-of-hours’ work becomes excessive, we would be pleased
to discuss possible time-in-lieu.

Purpose and Accountability: the Manager of the Reformers’ Bookshop will be
responsible for the day to day operational aspects of the bookshop’s activities.  The
position will be responsible to the Governing Committee (GC) and undertake the
management of retail activities, supervision and coordination of staff (paid or
voluntary) and other necessary daily activities.

To receive a fill job description or discuss further kindly contact;

Duncan Parker, Chairman Reformers Bookshop Governing Committee
Phone: (02) 9440 9546   |   Email: rdjparker@bigpond.com

RETIREMENT VILLAGE UNITS
Available Now!
Park-Linn Haven, Bowral

Experience the beautiful Southern Highlands of NSW. The
village is opposite the historic Bradman Oval and Museum and
close to the local Bowling Club. A local bus service operates past
the door and the village is within walking distance of Bowral
shopping centre and the Wingecarribee Shire Library and local
churches.  The village consists of twelve units set in large park
like gardens.

Two units are currently available. Both units are on the ground
floor and have two bedrooms. Units are located close to Bowral
Hospital and have a monitored emergency call system installed
for added peace of mind.

Contact:

David Fleming on 9690-9319 during business hours to make an
enquiry or arrange a viewing

IS TRAINING ON YOUR
CHURCH'S AGENDA?
Are you looking for a vehicle to equip keen members?
Is gospel ministry a possibility for some church
members?  Have you considered METRO???

METRO is a full time ministry apprenticeship program.  A
METRO trainee stays in their local church to be intentionally
discipled by their Pastor or other experienced ministry worker.

Through the two-year program, a METRO trainee grows in their
love for the Lord, their knowledge of His word, their ministry
skills and ability to train others.

Applications are now open for METRO apprenticeships in 2014-
15.  If you have a church member who you may wish to train
through METRO, apply today.  Application forms are available at
www.metro.edu.au/resources and close 31 August 2013.

For more info

If you'd like more information, please contact me on 02 6025
9041 or check out the METRO website at 

www.metro.edu.au.

NOTICEBOARD:
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TIMOTHY: 
SERVING CHRIST AND OTHERS 

‘I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you
soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive
news about you. I have no one else like him, who
will show genuine concern for your welfare. For
everyone looks out for their own interests, not
those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy
has proved himself, because as a son with his
father he has served with me in the work of the
gospel. I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I
see how things go with me. And I am confident in
the Lord that I myself will come soon’.
(Philippians 2:19-24) 

We live in a world where so much is fake. Belinda
Luscombe once worked as a journalist for the Daily
Telegraph-Mirror in Australia, but then went to the
United States with her husband.

She had trouble getting a job, but finally applied to
the editor of Time magazine on a letterhead which
she had fished out of the recycling bin, and
succeeded in getting the job.

Almost her first task was to interview the actor Tony
Curtis. His first words were: 'Belinda, I love your
work!' It just reeked of Hollywood insincerity and
thinly-disguised selfishness.

Not so Timothy, Paul, and Epaphroditus who are
each models of what it means to be an honest and
affectionate servant who forgets self in the cause of
the gospel.

Let us set the scene: Paul was in prison, the
Philippian church sent Epaphroditus to him, but
Epaphroditus fell very sick and nearly died.

When he recovered, he was sent back to Philippi.
Paul hoped to send Timothy later, then come
himself. So the order of returning to Philippi would
be Epaphroditus, Timothy, and Paul. Alec Motyer
says: 'These verses are a veritable window into the
heart of Paul.'

They also reveal much about Timothy and
Epaphroditus. For the moment, we will concentrate
on Paul and Timothy from verses 19-24.

‘ONE STEP ENOUGH FOR ME’. 
Paul’s plans are said to be ‘in the Lord’ (2:19, 24). They
are in that sense, provisional, subject to the Lord’s
overruling (see Prov.16:9). 

Paul writes of Timothy: ‘I hope therefore to send him
just as soon as I see how it will go with me’ (2:23). As
a noun, ‘hope’ can be a strong word in the New
Testament, signifying assurance (e.g. Rom.8:24-25).

But here, as a verb, it testifies to Paul’s uncertainty
as to his own fate. Paul will send Timothy when the
time is right – meaning, when he knows more about
his own likely release from prison.

As John Henry Newman prayed in his Lead Kindly
Light:

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene _ one step enough for me.

It can be a false spirituality to claim the Lord’s
endorsement for your plans for the future (cf. Acts
18:21; 1 Cor.4:18-19; 16:5-7; 2 Cor.1:15-17, 23;
Philemon 22; James 4:13-15). Each step we take is
subject to the Lord’s will.

PAUL SACRIFICES HIS OWN INTERESTS. 
Paul declares his intentions: ‘I hope in the Lord to
send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be
cheered by news of you’ (2:19). Remember that Paul
is in prison. Yet he is so focused on the spiritual state
of the Philippians that he is willing to send Timothy
to Philippi for reasons which most of us would
regard as sufficient to have him stay. He says he
would be cheered up when he heard how the
Philippian Christians were going. This is Paul’s
concern for the churches (2 Cor.11:28). 

Paul was in a Roman prison, in the midst of a church
which was not particularly helpful. Later he was to
express something of the pain of loneliness (2
Tim.4:9-17). Yet instead of becoming self-absorbed
he looked out to the interests of others. He thought
more of helping the Philippians than of being
helped himself. We sing Francis of Assisi's prayer: O
loving Lord, may I not seek/ To be understood but to
understand,/ To be consoled, but to console,/ Or to
be loved, but to love man. Yet we know that this is
the hardest battle of all _ to forget ourselves for
Christ and others. 

TIMOTHY’S CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE OF
OTHERS. 
Paul commends Timothy: ‘For I have no one like him,
who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare.
For they all seek their own interests, not those of
Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven worth,
how as a son with a father he has served with me in
the gospel’ (2:20-22). Paul hoped to get to Philippi,
but he was held up for a time - in prison! So Timothy
is to be sent, this man of whom Paul says that he has
no one who is 'equal in soul' with him. He is a
‘kindred spirit’ (NASB) who will 'sincerely care for
your state' (NKJV) or who 'takes a genuine interest
in your welfare' (NIV). He would undertake the
round trip from Rome to Philippi and back, and Ben
Witherington III considers that this would take three
months. That is probably an overestimate, but it
would have been both inconvenient and
potentially dangerous.

Paul makes it sound like
Timothy is unique in verse
20 when all 

he means surely is that he stands out. Verse 21 too
sounds like a sweeping condemnation of all and
sundry, when it should not be understood too
woodenly.

Yet too many at the Church of Rome had something
else to do _ business, the farm, a sick aunty, little
athletics, the latest circus, anything. Essentially they
were too wrapped up in their own affairs. It is fair to
say that there was more than a touch of selfishness
at Rome (see 1:15-18; and later in 2 Tim.4:16).

In himself, Timothy was a timid and somewhat sickly
man but he was full of self-forgetting devotion to
Christ and His people. He got outside of his own
little world. Calvin said; 'forget yourself, if you would
serve God.' That is the hardest thing for you or me
to do. 

We have enough to do here; the state of the
kingdom in the next town does not immediately
concern us. We forget to pray for our next-door
neighbour. We meet people and we never ask
ourselves: 'Are they members of the kingdom of
God?' Not Timothy - he 'slaved' with Paul in the
gospel, for the cause of Christ, and for the welfare
of others.

The Philippians were well aware of this for they
knew Timothy. They had observed his character and
work at first-hand, for he had been involved in
planting the gospel in their city (Acts 16-17). 

TIMOTHY SEEKS TO SERVE CHRIST. 
Paul’s emphasis has been on serving others, but the
apostle gives us an insight into how this works in
our souls. He declares that too many professing
Christians sought their own interests, not those of
Jesus Christ (2:21). 

Timothy could focus on the interests of others
because he was grounded in the interests of Christ.
As we are increasingly seeing today, there is no
humanitarianism without godliness. 

Those who simply desire to serve others run
aground sooner rather than later. Timothy was not
a man who naturally had a heart for others. He was
a man captured by the Lord from heaven.

‘For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies
to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s’ (Rom.14:7-8).

In the uncertainties of life, Timothy followed Paul,
his father and colleague, in serving Christ and His
people in a self-sacrificing way. In so doing he is
indeed a model for us who find being self-serving

more natural to our fallen states. 




