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Children celebrate Jesus birth:
‘It also celebrates that God obviously cares enough for us to

send his only son to die on the cross so that we can be friends
with him’ – Kids Church, City Central Church, Wollongong

“GLORIFYING AND ENJOYING GOD AS CHRIST-LIKE COMMUNITIES 
TRANSFORMING OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS, OUR NATION AND OUR WORLD.”
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from the 
general managerWITH WAYNE RICHARDS

EDITORIAL PAGE:

Contrasting Ministry Success

I had reason to spend a brief week
in London recently on business and
took the opportunity to attend two
very different churches.  
One might be described as conservative and the
other more contemporary _ one Baptist and the
other Anglican. I speak of the London
Metropolitan Tabernacle (C H Spurgeon’s
old church) and St Helen’s Bishopsgate
(Dick Lucas’ old church). The ministers now are
Peter Masters and William Taylor respectively. 

How were they different? LMT was like a 40 year
old blast from my past when I attended
Kingsgrove Baptist Church as a teenager. It was an
identical service from that time. There was no pew
bible. Peter Masters used the King James Version.
It was the classic ‘hymn sandwich’. The four hymns
were all from the supplied ‘Psalms & Hymns of
Reformed Worship’ hymn book. In between the
hymns were Old Testament and New Testament
readings and substantive pastoral prayers before
the sermon. The music backing was supplied by a
single Hammond organ. The organist was
deferential to the congregation in that he did not
dominate in volume over the robust singing of
the 600 or 700 folk present. A minority of the

congregation was made up of Asian and black
attendees who obviously appreciated the content
of worship.

St Helen’s did not feel as formal as LMT but in
essence was a similar ‘hymn sandwich’ although
no song was older than 15 years. Words to songs
were in the paper handed out at the door. The 400
or 500 attendees were a more homogenous
group which met ahead of the service over coffee
and tea. ESV bibles were supplied on the plastic
chairs. The music backing was supplied by
keyboard, guitars and drums and yet was
intentionally not amplified above the volume of
singing.

There is an Australian Presbyterian connection to
St Helen’s in that our Moderator General, David
Cook, preaches there for some weeks each year as
part of a special teaching ministry conference. St
Helen’s runs bible studies and many other
congregations throughout the city of London. The
London Metropolitan Tabernacle also hosts an
annual School of Theology and runs a part-time
seminary for pastors. The dedication to serious
teaching was conspicuous in both churches.

What did both church services have in common?
They both strongly emphasised a teaching
ministry. They are centred on and around the

word of God. The sermons are of considerable
length and are carefully constructed proper
spiritual meals. Preaching is instructive and
prepared to call society on where it pitches itself
against scripture. They both teach solid reformed
doctrine relevant to the day and offer the gospel
of Christ in compelling fashion. The preaching is
sequential, expository, persuasive and un-
apologetically Calvinist.

They both have effective ‘mercy ministries’
reaching out to the city of London and also have
a powerful web resource presence (Peter Master’s
sermons are streamed live on the internet).
Tellingly, both men have been pastor of their
respective churches for decades.

What is clear is that what unites congregation
members is that they go to learn of God as an
integral function of corporate worship. They
fellowship and worship together yet the
preaching ministry is seen to be the core part for
achieving that. This has to be part of the reason so
many people are drawn to these successful city
churches. What makes them effective is not their
differences but their sameness. All parts of ‘doing
church’ embraced the essential role of scripture
being insightfully and faithfully explained. May we
be encouraged by them.

Christmas greetings
The management and staff of the General Office
and the Pulse magazine wish all our readers a
happy, healthy and blessed Christmas, where the
grace of God is evident in all we think, say and
do.

The General Office in Chalmers St, Surry Hills will
be closed on Friday December 27, Monday
December 30 and Tuesday December 31.  The
emergency contact during this time will be
Andrew Sillar Executive Manager – Corporate
Services phone (02)96909363 0424012447 or
email asillar@pcnsw.org.au

The Presbyterian Social Services Surry Hills office

will close on December 23 and
reopen on January 6. The emergency
contact during this period is CEO

Elizabeth McClean on 0427421467.

The Ministry and Mission emergency contact will
be Bruce Meller on 0418 650 618.

2014 diary dates
� THE PRESBYTERIAN PULSE

The Pulse will next be published in February-
March, with copies expected to be in churches
by February 1. The deadline for copy for the first
edition of 2014 will be close of business, Monday
December 30. All contributions should be
emailed to the Editor, Karen Thornton
kthornton@pcnsw.org.au

� GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The NSW General Assembly will meet June 30 –
July 4 2014.

� TRUSTEES

Meeting dates for the PCNSW Trustees during
2014 will be as follows. Please note the agenda
deadline for these meetings is 9am on the Friday
10 calendar days prior to the meeting ie, the
February deadline is 9am Friday February 14.

churchofficesnews:

24 February 28 July

24 March 25 August

28 April 22 September

26 May 27 October

23 June 1 December
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A new name for a new college BY KAREN THORNTON

Presbyterian Theological Centre will
open the doors of its new
multimillion dollar, purpose built
college in Sydney’s Burwood on
Friday February 21 with a bold new
name. 

The Commission of Assembly, at a special meeting
on November 20, voted to adopt the name ̀ Christ
College’ for the centre, based on the development
of a prospectus four years ago titled `Christ for All
of Life’.

The new name will become the branding name of
the Presbyterian Theological Centre, or PTC as it
has often been shortened to, on all operational
levels. However,  the former name would not be
completely abandoned because that is the name
approved by the GAA articles
of Agreement.

In a presentation to the
Commission of Assembly, the
Presbyterian Theological
Centre Committee said it was
convinced the current name
was a limitation to the
training of both pastor-
teaching candidates for the
Presbyterian Church, and the
training of those who would
serve the church and witness
more actively to Christ in
their work-place.

“The name “Christ College” is
more welcoming to
prospective students from
various denominational
backgrounds,” it said. “Given
that the offerings at the PTC
arise out of our Christian
Presbyterian conviction, there
is no intention to abandon
this, nor to indicate that we are
in any way ashamed of it,
rather we want to see it developed even more
effectively. A change in our trading name means
that we do not discard `The Presbyterian
Theological Centre’. 

“The name chosen by the PTCC, “Christ College”, is
supported by the following considerations:

� “Christ College” is a name that clearly says what
kind of tertiary college it is, both to Christians
and non-Christians;

� “Christ College” stands on its own, with little
possibility of it being made into an acronym;

� Part of the research covered the way in which
the entity was designated. “Centre”, “institute”
and “school” all failed to communicate its
nature in the Australian context. “College” was
the standout designation; and

� Four years ago, the PTC developed a striking
prospectus under the title CHRIST FOR ALL OF
LIFE: Beginning a life of ministry at the
Presbyterian Theological Centre. 

Principal, Dr Ian Smith, said he was excited at the
prospect of starting a new year in a new building

with a new name after a smooth building process
during 2013.

“We have been blessed with great weather, good
builders and the expert supervision of John Ishak,”
he said.

"The current PTC site is groaning.  As things slowly
crumble around us, we anticipate with excitement
the move into a new, purpose built facility.”

Mr Smith said the space in the library was
amazing, not to mention the views of the city. 

“There is room for serious study, for group
discussions and for modern technology.  It is an
inviting space that gives every inducement to
learning,” he said.  "The classrooms are equipped
with interactive projectors, with computer-based
technologies, with space, and unlike the old PTC,
with natural light that comes through windows.

These rooms can be configured for smaller or
larger classes. They will be great places for
teaching and learning.

"The built environment is an important factor for
creating community.  The new college building
has places where people can get to know each
other over meals, over coffee and in study groups."

PCNSW Executive Manager, Development, John
Ishak, said the College had progressed to plan and
would be handed over for final fit-out by mid-
December.

He said furniture had been ordered and it was
planned that the library would be relocated
before Christmas.

“The College will be operational and ready for the
2014 academic year. It is going to be a hectic two
months, but with a wonderful outcome.”

Meanwhile, stage two of the development –
construction of independent living units – was
partially done, but will gather momentum once
the College staff and PTC Library have been
moved, and demolition can commence to the
existing College, early in January.

Mr Ishak said the year had been an incredible one,
managing a new development while maintaining
operations to an existing facility, but the patience
and good humor of the staff and students had
enabled the process to run as smoothly as any
development project could.

“The existing site is definitely on its last legs. I
know the staff will be looking forward to
telephone lines, Internet, water and power
running as they should. There will be much to
learn and get operational in the new state of the
art College, but that is something everyone
involved in is keen to be part of,” Mr Ishak said. “A
great Christmas present for the denomination.” 

The PCNSW has been involved in formal
theological education since  1873, with teaching
conducted on several sites including  St Andrews
College within the University of Sydney, the

United Faculty of Theology in Enfield, the “Goodlet
Institute” in Ashfield, and most recently in
Burwood. 

During this time, this education has been known
by names such as “the Presbyterian Theological
Hall”, “the Presbyterian Theological Institute (PTI)”
and “the Presbyterian Theological Centre (PTC).

At its meeting of July 2013, the NSW  General
Assembly resolved to encourage the PTCC to
pursue extensive, appropriate market research
and consultation regarding a new name for the
college.

The PTCC conducted the extensive, appropriate
market research and consultation; and at its
meeting of October 19 and after vigorous
discussion, resolved unanimously to  recommend
to the November Commission of Assembly that
the PTC adopt the trading name Christ College.

The new Presbyterian Theological Centre, now
known as Christ College, will be officially opened
at 6.30pm, Friday February 21. The event will
include tours of the new facilitiy at 1 Clarence St
Burwood. To register, visit www.ptcsydney.org.

NEWS:

THE NEWLY RE-NAMED AND RE-DEVELOPED PRESBYTERIAN CHRIST  COLLEGE IN SYDNEY'S BURWOOD  IS ALMOST READY TO TAKE IN
STUDENTS.
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The rock band, Daft Punk released
their much anticipated album,
Random Access Memories, in May
2013 at the 79th Annual Wee Waa
Show.  
It seemed so out of place, apparently that was
the point, the promoters wanted to stress the
disorientation of it all, a worldwide rock release
in a small farming town. 

Every preacher knows that the biggest battle he
faces is the battle against disorientation.  

Let me explain:  people expect hymns, Bible
readings, prayers and preaching in church, but
once they hit the street they move to the “real”
world and leave all that they have heard behind.
Real truth is lost in the disorientation of the
world outside.   

One book on preaching calls this the problem of
WACO – “works at church only”.

This year I have been spending some time
preaching evangelistically in church schools of
the Anglican and Presbyterian variety, both for
boys and girls. 

I believe disorientation is a particular problem in
these.  The prevailing culture of the school may
be secular, humanistic, feministic, deistic and
then chapel is plonked in the middle of it all –
like a rock album’s release at the Wee Waa Show.   

The first visits I made after becoming Moderator
General were to Principals of our Presbyterian
schools in Melbourne and Sydney.  I wanted to
encourage, challenge and just get the feel of the
place, the vibe, if you like. 

It’s a question that we have been debating for
decades, ought we keep these schools, on their
expensive lands, if they are only going to be
centres of elitism and privilege and actually
encourage the conviction that the Christian
gospel has nothing to do with living life
realistically.    

We need to pray for Boards of Schools and pray
for Principals to be men and women of strong
commitment to Christ, pray that in the most
important matter of staff appointments, vital,
dynamic, Spirit-filled Christian believers will be
appointed.  Pray that such teachers will make
themselves available.   

And recognize the great work being done by
chaplains and Christian studies teachers and
look for ways of encouraging them and helping
them.  One senior teacher at one of the schools
told me:  “If you can teach Christian studies you
can teach anything”.  The problem of
disorientation will only be overcome by teachers
and staff who have bridged the world of the
Bible to their day to day lives and live each day as
followers of Christ, practitioners of the Christian
gospel. 

I have made an emphasis of my three year term,
Psalm 78:5-8 – we must teach the next
generation so that they will know God’s words,
trust in Him and obey Him and not repeat the
mistakes of our generation.  

Our schools provide a wonderful facility for us to
do that and so to honour the God of trans
generational concerns.  

Let us pray and actively support this front line
missionary activity in our  own backyard, and
give particular attention to the presentation of
the reports of our schools to our State
Assemblies. 

Disorientation:  How does elitism fit the gospel?
BY RT REV DAVID COOK

ACL calls for 
internet filtering

Goulburn Presbyterian Church
combined with Quiz Worx and some
other local churches for the 4th
consecutive year to run a holiday
kids club during the last week of
September.

Among the many helpers was the NSW
Moderator, Mr Colin Langford _ also session clerk
at Goulburn.  Spokesman Bruce Gorton said the
three day program entitled Super Impossible
Promises had been filled with Bible stories, songs

and memory verses, along with drama, discussion
groups, craft, games and food.

"The main message was, if you trust Jesus you will
live in a perfect world forever," he said. "The club
touched 46 primary aged children and included

five teenagers on the support team.

Mr Gorton asked Presbyterians to pray for the
Goulburn leaders as they endeavoured to follow
up the children and families.  He recommended
the Quiz Worx Super Impossible Promises holiday
pack which could be purchased from the Quiz
Worx office www.quizworx.com

"The pack includes all that churches need to run
your own three to five day holiday kids club," he
said.  "We have already had a follow up fun
afternoon in the park and eight families came.
Some go to other churces but we are building
relationships with others."

Goulburn churches + Quiz Worx = holiday kids club

The Australian Christian Lobby (ACL) has
applauded British Internet Service Providers’
action on filtering pornography. 

ACL Managing Director Lyle Shelton said 20 million British families
had been told they had to make a decision by the end of next year
on whether they would have a filter or not.

“The Daily Mail is reporting Talk Talk and Sky are now telling all
customers they have an unavoidable choice on whether they want
access to online pornography,” he said.  “It is understood ISPs BT and
Virgin are set to introduce a similar family-friendly filter within the
next two months.  It is heartening to see such positive action to
protect children from harmful images on the internet so soon after
British Prime Minister David Cameron rightly elevated the issue in
July.”

The ACL  has urged the Australian Federal Government to take a
closer look at the initiative in Australia and called upon the Coalition
to re-evaluate its position against internet filtering.

PCNSW has launched its
own iPhone App.

The App, which can be downloaded free
from the Apple App Store for iPhones
and iPads, provides a smart phone
connection with the PCNSW website
www.pcnsw.org.au.  Featuring a simple
home view in Presbyterian blue, the App
has a number of links to important
information  about the Church including
About Us, Congregations, News, Our
Vision, Our Mission, What We Believe,
Contacts and so on. As well, there is a link
to all issues of the Presbyterian Pulse
magazine.  

The App is expected to be available for
other smart phone users shortly. 

PCNSW launches iPhone App



Gospel work in the developing
world will be the beneficiaries of the
2013 PresAID Christmas Appeal. 

Presbyterian Churches from throughout Australia
are being asked to contribute to the appeal, which
will fund the setting up of a $15,000 clean water
project in a village on the shores of Lake Victoria in
Uganda, (where folk from Mt Stuart PC in Hobart
have been working with PresAID Uganda); and
provide land for expansion of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste, where Rob
Duncanson (Darwin), Gary Ware (Mt Gambier),
David Burke (PTC Sydney), Kevin Murray (APWM
Director) and Robert Benn (former Moderator
General) have been helping in training and
evangelism.

PresAID spokesman Rev Bob Thomas said the
organisation appreciated the support which came
from all around Australia each Christmas and
Easter, and asked that our congregations be
encouraged to participate again this Christmas.

Moderator General, Rt Rev David Cook, urged
people to be generous.

“We can pray about and plan acts of generosity
but the praying and planning to be generous are
not the same as being generous,” he said.

“Here is our own aid organisation;
you can be sure that every dollar

reaches the field; there is no large
staff to support in the home office.”

“The projects on the field have been chosen for
their strategic value and implementation is well
supervised.”

Mr Cook quoted John 13. “The apostle John tells
us that when the Lord Jesus washed the disciples’
feet, he did it knowing that the Father had put all
things under his control, that he has come from
God and was going to God,” he said. “This makes
his humbling act the more impressive. Jesus then
urges the disciples to wash one another’s feet and
that it is not enough to know this, blessing comes
from doing it.”

Cassandra Lamont, a member of Mt Stuart
Presbyterian Church in Hobart, said the country
coordinator of PresAID Uganda was deeply
grateful that the first solar powered water project
in Mpunge-Uganda had been installed in October
with the aid of the Mt Stuart congregation.

“The clean water is intended to provide
sustainable access to safe clean water and health
and hygiene education in the entire Lake Victoria

region of Uganda, with its 144 fishing villages and
islands, beginning with Mpunge,” she said.

“Each fishing village or island has an average
population of 1000 people, representing
approximately 144,000 people lacking sustainable
access to safe water and health and hygiene
education. PresAIDS’s solution for holistic
community development rests upon a three-
pronged attack of solar powered water treatment
equipment, health and hygiene education and a
local ownership model. The solution places the
right tools and resources into the hands of the
leaders in the fishing villages and islands in the
Lake Victoria region, equipping them to serve the
tangible needs of their communities.”

PresAIDS’s 2013 Christmas appeal aims to advance
this project by raising the $15,000 needed to
move on to the next village.

Meanwhile in Timor Leste, the Presbyterian
Church of Australia has already helped the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of East Timor buy
land for its church building in the capital city Dili.
Now the Church has the chance to buy adjoining
land for accommodation for its pastor, plus other
church facilities which would include guest
accommodation, Sunday school and meeting
rooms and the Australian Presbyterian World

Mission wants to
help.

PresAID believes it
needs to raise at
least $25,000 for the
strategic purchase
of the land.

Collections for the
appeal will be taken
up by churches over
the Christmas
period. Anyone with
questions can ask
their minister.

Mercy and Gospel work 
targeted in Appeal BY KAREN THORNTON

NEWS:

THE PRESAID
CHRISTMAS APPEAL
WILL HELP THE CHURCH
IN TIMOR LESTE BUY
LAND TO INCREASE THE
SIZE OF ITS CHURCH
BUILDINGS IN DILI.

05THEPULSEVILLAGE, UGANDA
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The Presbyterian Church of NSW
and the Australian Christian Lobby
have  welcomed news that the
upper house of the NSW
Parliament had voted down a bill to
legalise same-sex marriage.   
Despite initial fears the Upper House would pass
the legislation, MPs voted against it by 21 votes
to 19 in the Legislative Council on November 14.

Both the ACL and the Presbyterian Church _

through the State Moderator, Mr Colin Langford,
the Moderator General, Rt Rev David Cook, and
the Gospel, Society and Culture Committee _ had
made strong opposition to the proposed bill.

PCNSW Gospel, Society and Culture Committee
Convener, John McClean, who had issued a
media release speaking against the proposed bill
in the week prior, said he was glad the move to
introduce a form of same sex marriage at the
State level had been defeated.

“Representation by individual Christians, church
leaders and organisations played an important
role,” he said.

“I am sure that Australia will continue to debate
the question, but it must be resolved at the
Federal level. We should pray that Christians
continue to have a clear voice in support of the
Biblical pattern of marriage and also that the good
news of Jesus shapes what we say and do in very
divisive debate.”

ACL Managing Director, Lyle Shelton, said it was
now time for State parliaments to stop using
parliamentary time to debate a Federal issue.

“This is the ninth bill introduced by advocates
seeking to redefine marriage in an Australian
Parliament since 2010,” he said.  Marriage is a

Federal issue and the nation decided back in the
1960s to have uniform marriage law.”

Christian Democratic Party MP the Reverend Fred
Nile, who campaigned against the legislation, said
the outcome was ''a great victory for marriage in
the NSW upper house''.

Mr Nile said he believed a decisive factor in the
bill's defeat was Premier Barry O'Farrell's
announcement that he would vote against the bill
if it came before the lower house.

In a media release issued the week prior to the
vote on behalf of the  PCNSW Gospel, Society and
Culture Committee, Mr McClean and NSW
Moderator Mr Langford had suggested no good
could come from adopting the proposal for same
sex marriage.

They said NSW parliament could not give same
sex couples access to the institution of marriage
as defined in Australia.

“That power lies only with the Federal Parliament.
The creation of a second type of relationship
called ‘same sex marriage’ does not achieve what
proponents hope for and only confuses the status
of relationships in Australia,” they said.

“The very fact that only same sex couples will be
able to participate in state based ‘same sex
marriage’ demonstrates that it is not the
equivalent of marriage, as does the fact that the
proposed NSW legislation will give ‘same sex
marriage’ a separate ‘status’.”

The said proponents of the redefinition of
marriage should pursue their goal in the federal
Parliament which alone has the power to deal
with marriage. 

“And if the Federal Parliament were to consider
such a proposal again, it should be dealt with by a
national referendum. Proponents and opponents
of the redefinition both agree that such a step
would be highly significant for the future of
Australian society. Such an important step should
be considered by all Australian voters.

“Since the ACT has gone down the path of a
separate recognition of same sex relationships
already and has been challenged in the High
Court, NSW should at least wait for the outcome of
that case before proceeding with its own
legislation.”

The recent national Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia stated its concern about any
proposals to redefine marriage. Christians
recognise that the foundations of human life and
society, such as marriage, are formed by God and
not open to radical redefinition by humans.
Christians should remain committed to this view
of marriage and continue to advocate for it in our
society.

Federal and State legislation grants same sex
couples the same rights as heterosexual couples
in family law.

The proposed NSW legislation grants no
substantial rights.

“The introduction of so called ‘same sex marriage’
will not contribute to the good of society.

Marriage is recognised and regulated by law
because of its significance in society and this
significance is due to its nature as an institution
which unites a woman and a man in a new social
unit _ a new family _ which may then become the
setting for bearing and raising children. While our
society allows families to form in other ways, it has
continued to recognise the importance of a life-
long commitment between a man and a woman
by granting marriage special legal recognition. 

‘Same sex marriage’ removes the very features
which make marriage socially significant and will
only result in reducing the social significance of
marriage.

“A redefinition of marriage will also further
legitimise same sex couples raising children and
would thus mean that our society actively
encouraged the formation of families in which
children do not have a father and a mother.

Children have a right to be raised by their
biological parents, where this is possible and
repeated studies show that children fare best in
stable, low conflict families with a mother and a
father. Our society cannot ensure this for all
children, but we should do all we can to promote
it. While same-sex couples may strongly desire
children, our first concern should be for the
children themselves.

“All in all, no good will be achieved by a
redefinition of marriage in Australia, and
certainly not by the current NSW legislation. “

The Australian Christian Lobby
(ACL) welcomed the defeat of a
same-sex marriage motion in the
Tasmanian Upper House last
month.  
ACL’s Tasmanian Director Mark Brown said the
decision by Legislative Council Members (MLCs)
not to reconsider proposed same-sex marriage
laws should send a clear message that it was time

to move on from a ‘tiresome debate’. “This
legislation was defeated in the parliament only last
year,” he said.  “There is no discrimination in
Tasmanian law against same-sex couples – there
is no need to redefine marriage.

“Australia should have one law for marriage and it
should be determined by the Federal Parliament.
“It is not in Australia’s best interests to have a
hodgepodge of marriage laws,” he said.

Mr Brown also said the failure of the motion was a
win for families and the rights of children.  

“Marriage between a man and a woman provides
a natural, timeless and sustainable foundation for
our society. It serves as the best, most stable
environment where society can nurture and
protect its next generation.

“Every child owes their existence to a mum and a
dad and same-sex marriage would deny children
the right to know their biological heritage,” he
said.

Same sex 
bill defeat 
welcomed

ACL welcomes same sex marriage defeat



07THEPULSE

PROFILE WITH KAREN THORNTON:

With chaplaincy now a “profession”,
Morris moves on his succession plan
If there is one achievement that
Presbyterian Chaplaincy Service
stalwart Morris Key is particularly
proud of when it comes to his
current position, then that would
have to be his new office at
Westmead Hospital.

Morris, a 62 year old Godly man who wears many
hats including senior Presbyterian chaplain,
centre director of Pastoral Education at Westmead,
acting level three CPE supervisor for NSW, college
lecturer and course writer (among others), is
simply delighted with the space he has
been allocated at the hospital – which he
says is quite an unprecedented move.

As a chaplain in the NSW hospital system for
23 years plus, Morris is used to taking what
he can get when it comes to office space
and the ability to move around hospitals
serving ailing Presbyterians and their
families. 

But things are changing. Not only did God
mastermind a fabulous spacious new office
for him in the hospital which gives him
somewhere to work and easy access to
other hospital professionals as well as
patients, but He has also blessed chaplaincy,
which is now becoming a profession in its
own right with an academic stream and
career progression pathways.

“Once upon a time the local minister would
visit his flock in the hospital, but these days
many major hospitals have chaplains
employed to work within the system, to
minister to the sick and injured both from
within their own denominations but also
from other religions,” he said.

“These days we have the support of government
which provides subsidies to help employ
chaplains and the respect of other workers in the
hospital system.”

Settling into a chair in his new domain,
bookshelves behind his ample desk lined with a
vast array of theological, spiritual and academic
titles, Morris looks like a man who knows he has
been blessed. That’s not to say he doesn’t feel
there is much still to be done, however.

That’s why, although he is a few years off
retirement age and probably a lot more years off
actually retiring, he has already set in place a
succession plan – hand selecting his own
successor.

“That’s the other thing I am quite excited about,”
says Morris. “And that is my new deputy, Ian
Schoonwater. He is a young man, chaplain who
has been working for us for a while and a former
pastoral minister and I feel he will do a good job.”

Not only has the 48 year old married (to Narelle)
father of two shown a great penchant for
chaplaincy since arriving in Sydney  to work as a
chaplain after stints as minister at Gulgong and
Grafton, but Ian has another skill highly prized by
Morris: computer literacy.

“That’s why I am prepared to let him have my
office,” Morris quips with a smile. “He knows how
to do things on computers.”

Ironically, Ian started his life in ministry as a
chaplain and appears to have come full circle.  He
trained at Moore College and was ordained in
1992, then exited to Scots college as a Chaplain.
Later, he ministered at Gulgong and in Grafton,
but moved to Sydney in 2008 to take up a role
with Presbyterian Social Services as a hospital
chaplain.

Ian, sitting quietly on the other side of the desk
that will one day be his, also worked as a chaplain
with the Rural Fire Service during his time in
parish ministry.

“I enjoyed the opportunities chaplaincy brought
with the contacts with the wider community and
especially those who had no contact with the
church or Christians in general,” he says when he
can get a word in. “I see chaplaincy as a very much
coal face ministry where we as a church have a
great opportunity to connect with people in crisis
and who are asking all kinds of questions about
life and how God fits in with illness and suffering.”

He currently spends three days a week at RPA and
two days at Westmead Children’s Hospital, but as
well as doing the kind of bed side chaplaincy
most people picture chaplains performing, during
the past few years Ian has, through Morris and his
succession plan, had the opportunity to take up
some further studies.

Ian just finished 1200 hours of CPE training, which
took 18 months. His last unit was at St Vincent’s
Hospital. 

“I deliberately sent him there to someone
objective – the director of the centre there, Jenny
Washington – for assessment,” Morris says.

“He had to present to a panel to apply to be an
acting level one CPE supervisor and now he sits
in a group with me and co-supervises trainees. ”

According to Morris, the usual career path is to
Masters level and unsurprisingly, it was Morris
who helped to design the Masters courses.

“Chaplaincy didn’t fit anywhere so I decided to
structure it into a post-grad qualification,” he
says. “As students will be supervised with me,
many are already doing their Masters. We feel to
be a professional, competent chaplain, you need
to have done at least 1200 hours of spiritual
assessment.  Three units of CPE. In the US it’s four
units.

“Chaplaincy has become a profession in its own
right with an academic stream. Now there are
training opportunities to work with people who
want to be equipped in pastoral care.” 

As a result of his studies, next year Ian will
be working one day a week with Morris
running the Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE) group at Westmead Hospital. 

“This will be a great balance between
training others and also still having the
opportunity to minister to patients and
their families,” says Ian.

It’s all part of Morris’ plan for “young Ian”
to take over from him as accredited CPE
supervisor when he retires.

During his 17 years, Morris has trained all
Anglican chaplains and most Anglican
and all Presbyterian Hospital Chaplains.
Somehow, he has found the time to also
work as a president of the NSW College of
CPE, be a Member of Sydney College of
Divinity which offers two masters degree
– arts (chaplaincy) and pastoral
supervision and design the Ministry and
Pastoral Education course at Moore
College, initially as a pilot scheme.

“In 2007 there were five students, 2008 10,
2009 12, 2010 15, 2011 30, 2012 33 and this

year, 37,” he said.  “It is an elective for fourth year
Bachelor of Divinity students. The course is
promoted by word of mouth. It has a very
practical core to equip them for pastoral ministry.“

Morris also taught pastoral skills at the Menzies
School of Christian Studies, part of Macquarie
University for 10 years.

“Now I need to make sure Ian takes three to four
years to become a level one supervisor,” he says.
“Then another three years to level two which
means he can be a director of the centre.”

All Presbyterian chaplains including Morris and
Ian are employed by Presbyterian Social Services.
The Presbyterian Church has eight chaplains,
working at Westmead Hospital, Westmead
Children’s Hospital, Royal North Shore Hospital,
John Hunter Newcastle, Hornsby Hospital,
Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital, St
Vincent’s Hospital, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital,
Prince of Wales Hospital and Parklea Correctional
Centre.

“CPE is also for jail chaplains and aged care
chaplains,” Morris says.  “We always need more
chaplains. Subsidies depend on the number of

FORMER PASTORAL MINISTER IAN SCHOONWATER (LEFT) IS ON A SHARP
LEARNING CURVE AS MORRIS KEY PREPARES FOR HIM TO MOVE INTO
THE ROLE HE HAS SERVED IN AS CHAPLAINCY LEADER AND TRAINER
FOR TWO DECADES.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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COMMENTARY BY 
JOHN McCLEAN

ETHICS:

Come Christmas we’ll sing the
carols and rejoice that the Lord has
come. We’ll listen to the nativity
story, so familiar, even to many
Australians who never make it to
church for Christmas. 

The familiar is comforting, even soothing, yet this
well-known message is startling and disturbing
and has huge implications for how we live. 

The heart of the Christmas message is that the
Lord God became human, and even became a
vulnerable baby for our sake. The immortal Creator
shared our weakness. The more you think about
what that means, the more amazing it is. We are
limited, dependent, struggling and condemned. In
Jesus, God became like us: and even stood in our
place as condemned, though he did not deserve
it, so that we could become his people and be like
him.

This column looks at what the nativity means for
ethics. This is risky, since Christianity has been
plagued by thinking that turns the gospel into a
moral message or a sign for social campaigns. Yet
it is a risk we can’t skip, because what God does has
to flow into our lives. The great importance of the
nativity is that it is our salvation, and salvation has
to touch our living (in fact that is one of the
implications of the incarnation).

First, the incarnation shows the desperation of our
problem. We could not possibly restore ourselves.
Humanity was meant to know and love God, serve
one another and care for God’s world. We ruined
that. In stubborn pride and self-obsession we have
lost God and each other and the world. Nothing
highlights the depth of the problem as the extent
of the solution. God could not wait for us to come
to our senses or find our way back to him, all the
encouragement we could get, and even warnings
and threats, would not move us. The Bible
describes humans as deaf, blind and dead to God.
So, God came to us, rebooting humanity.

The virgin birth shows how much of a new start
we required. There is nothing gained in
speculating if the incarnation was possible some
other way, or if the virgin birth was necessary. And
it is not that the miraculous conception is what
made Jesus God. There is no divine DNA for him to

receive. Rather, the virgin birth begins a new
humanity in God’s grace. In the first creation the
Spirit hovered over the waters, and he
overshadows Mary at the beginning of a new
creation (Lk 1:35).

The incarnation and the virgin birth show that we
are unable to sort out our own problems. We need
the Saviour God sent the first Christmas; we
needed him to take our condition and stand in our
place and we needed him to start us over again. 

What does that mean for how we live? It means
that full human life needs Jesus and follows him.
That can be a clichéd Christian sentiment.
Christmas should be a good time to dwell on the
truth and to let it sink in. Your life and our world
would be completely lost and ruined, literally
going to hell, if the baby had not been born in
Bethlehem. It is only because God comes to us and
remakes us that we can begin to live the way we
should. All thinking about the right way to live –
how to return to God, one another and world as it
should be – has to be about Jesus.

Yet notice that God’s new start is not a wholly new
start. Jesus has no human father, but he does have
a human mother. He is conceived miraculously, but
he is conceived. He develops through the usual
stages of an embryo and is sustained by a placenta,
drawing his nutrients from Mary’s blood. Jesus is
not like Superman, arriving from another planet, a
different kind of being. God redeems from the
inside. He gives a new start from the inside of
creation; a new humanity comes to and through
the old humanity. God is committed to his world
and our sinful rebellion does not limit his
recreating grace.

One implication is that our goal in life should not
be to transcend being human. If we imagine a
Superman Jesus, we then have to aim to be
superheroes. We are tempted to think that the real
action of human living is not our creaturely
humanity and we demote the everyday: doing a
job, cooking meals, building houses, playing music
and caring for babies. (Like Lois Lane we are in love
with Superman but Clark Kent seems boring). In
fact, God renews the everyday. This challenges any
idea of a ‘sacred-secular’ divide and should teach
us to immerse ourselves in living full lives following
Jesus.

There are three more specific areas of life that the
Christmas story calls to our attention.

First, God’s commitment to his creatures and
creation means the world and human
society and human bodies have to count for
us. Christians have a very mixed record, but

when we are true to the gospel we have started
hospitals, cared about widows, orphans and slaves,
and been concerned about the environment. That
all fits with what God does at Christmas.

Second, God values families and children. That’s
been clear since Adam and Eve were to have
children to fill and rule the whole world (Gen 1:28).
After they turned away from God’s promises to
overcome sin through a child (Gen 3:15) and to
bless all the families of the earth from Abraham’s
family (Gen 12:3). He pledges to give David a son
who will rule and to establish his house (2 Sam
7:12-16; Ps 2). In Isaiah births are a sign of God’s
plans for Israel (Isa 7:3; 8:1-4,) specially the birth of
the Messiah (Isa 7: 14-16; 9:6). God tells Israel to
raise their children to know him, his redemption
and his law (Dt 4:9-10; 6:9-10). They often fail, yet
God still commits his plan to families. The
genealogies are not the boring fine print, they are
the back bone of God’s story.

Jesus joins a family in which he grows, learns,
develops, and starts to recognise his calling from
God (Lk 2:39-52). In Christ, families remain
important. Marriage still matters (Eph 5:22-33; Col
3:18-19; 1 Tim 4:3; Heb 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7) and
parents are to raise godly children (Col 3:20-21; Eph
6:4; 2 Tim 1:5). Homes and families are a basis for
church and mission (Acts 12:12; 16:40; 18:26; Rom
16:5; 1 Cor 16:19; 3 Jn 8; Philemon 2).

God establishes family life and he uses it to bless
human society as well as for his plan for
redemption. Christian interest in family life is not
reactionary conservatism; we are to care about
family life because God does. We should to care
about our own families flourishing and stable,
secure families should be a basic concern for
Christian thinking about public policy.

Finally, the incarnation shows the dignity of
children in the womb. God the Son did not take on
humanity as an adult or even as new born. He was
united to humanity from conception and
developed from an embryo. He has sanctified the
beginnings of human life. Given that, we can’t
consider embryos disposable or think we are
sovereign over developing human life.

The nativity is a wonderful story of God’s
redemption of lost people and a lost world. It will
shake the world and should shape our lives.

Lo he abhors not the virgin’s womb

Hampers out; 
help still needed
This year, as in previous years, Presbyterian Social
Services arm Jericho Road distributed Christmas

Hampers to those in need; to those who
knocked on the PSS  door at Surry Hills and in
Sydney-based and regional Presbyterian
Churches. 

CEO Elizabeth McClean said the team wanted to
let people in need know that they had not been

forgotten on the occasion of the celebration of
the birth of Jesus.  Anyone who missed out on
contributing to a hamper but would like to help
regional churches buy things for those in need
in their local communities can make a donation
to Jericho Road at www.jerichoroad.org.au,
noting "Christmas" in the comment box.



While here in Australia we will sit
down to our seafood or traditional
English Christmas lunch after
morning church and no doubt spend
the afternoon admiring the gifts we
have received, our missionary
brothers and sisters overseas will
have quite a different day.

How do our missios celebrate Christmas? We
asked John and Rosemary Evans, who are serving
in Tokyo, Japan, how the day will look for them.

“Traditionally the Japanese do not celebrate
Christmas, but in the 1980s an awareness of
Christmas as a Western celebration intrigued the
Japanese and it became a romantic occasion
celebrated by young couples. 

Now, with many more Japanese having travelled
overseas, Christmas is better known than ever
before. However it has become mostly a

commercial opportunity. We have seen many
more Christmas decorations and items in the
shops this year, than last year when we couldn't
even find Christmas wrapping paper.

Few Japanese understand the real reason for
Christmas. This provides a great window for the
Japanese church to reach into hearts and minds
with the story of the baby king whose reason for
living (and dying) was to save the world.

Each year as part of Team Christmas events, the
school run by the Mission Team puts on a ‘Living
Nativity’ presentation which is mimed to recorded
narration with music. 

This is performed three times over the first
weekend in December, followed with a coffee
shop.

Unfortunately none of the neighbours we invited
last year were able to come, but we managed to
touch base with non-Christian friends and
neighbours that came with other families.

This year our circle of friends is wider, and some
have attended and enjoyed other events to which
we have invited them.  We would love you to pray
that they will attend and that the story of Jesus
will capture their hearts. 

There will also be candlelight services on
Christmas Eve, where again, the gospel will be

presented through music, drama and preaching.

In Australia, Christmas is our key celebration in the
year, but in Japan it is not even a public holiday.

Instead, New Year is the time when families gather
and relax and offer respite from their work for a
few days.

In the final days of December, everyone rushes to
do a major 'spring clean', and there are various
traditions in different regions of the country
designed to rid one's house of any evil spirits that
may be lurking, as well as special decorations to
hang on the doors.

The queues at all the shrines last long into the
night on December 31st and over the next few
days as people go to pray for prosperity and
health for the new year, buy charms and amulets,
and have their fortunes told.

They are all looking for hope for 2014. Christians
generally have church services on New Year’s Day.
Pray that as they head into a New Year, many of
those who live in Chiba and throughout Japan will
find their hope this year and every year in Jesus
Christ, the Son of the one true God, rather than in
desperate but fruitless prayers to deities that
neither love nor hear them.

CHRISTMAS PERSPECTIVES:

A very Missionary Christmas 

There is a time for everything,  and a season
for every activity under the heavens: a time
to be born and a time to die, a time to plant
and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time
to heal, a time to tear down and a time to
build, a time to weep and a time to laugh,  a
time to mourn and a time to dance,  a time to
scatter stones and a time to gather them, a
time to embrace and a time to refrain from
embracing,   a time to search and a time to
give up,  a time to keep and a time to throw
away,  a time to tear and a time to mend,  a
time to be silent and a time to speak,  a time
to love and a time to hate,  a time for war and
a time for peace.  What do workers gain from
their toil?   Ecclesiastes 3:1-9

As I was writing a devotion for PWA State Council
based on this reading I began to think of
Christmas as it is that time again. 

Once again it catches up with us so quickly. It is a
time of reflecting on the past year, to remember
the good times and the times of difficulty. We
reflect on what we have achieved with our Lord’s
help, and what happened in our lives when we
did not listen to the Lord. Then we must look
forward to the coming year and the future of
PWA in NSW. 

In 2014 we will be celebrating 50 years since
the Guild became the PWA, 100 years of
Market, 10 years of the Craft Camp and nearly
50 years of our PWA Study Camp. So many
celebrations are planned.

At a PWA Rally many years ago, one Presbytery

Group Representative stated that it was their
50th Rally and we don’t need to change anything.

The comment from another member was that
they hoped they got it right 50 years ago.  Each
of our branches must continue to evolve and to
reach out to women in our parishes, and yes
change as the circumstances demand.

As we celebrate Christmas in our Parishes, with
Carol Services, hearing God’s Word, sharing with
family and friends we need to look forward to
2014 and how we can further God’s Kingdom

and Women’s Ministry
in PWA.

TOKYO CITYSCAPE

Christmas – a time to reflect
BY BARBARA BULLEN   |   PWA STATE PRESIDENT NSW
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PERSPECTIVES:

God said to the Israelites
that when they come to
worship that they should
come with: 

� A sense of debt for
what God had done for
them

� A spirit of dedication
to commit their lives to

God, and

� A sense of de-pendence by
putting their trust in God.

This also is how we should come to worship our
Lord for we should never forget that he sent His
only Son to die on the cross to take our sins upon
himself and it is only through Jesus’ death do we
have access to the Father. 

From October 19-28, I went on a tour of the
Riverina Presbytery, visiting each of the Charges.
This was a little like a trip down memory lane as I

was returning to the old Murrumbidgee
Presbytery (it has been renamed to Riverina)
where I first became an elder and was
commissioned to Presbytery.

My tour was organised by Jesse Huckel from
Griffith and saw me at Leeton on Sunday 20,
Griffith on Wednesday 23, and Presbytery on 24,
Balranald on 25 and Tocumwal and Finley on the
27.

It was good to re-visit and catch up with some
people who I knew in each of the centres 30 years
ago.  But it was very encouraging to see that God
has continued to work in each of these centres
and the gospel is being preached faithfully.  It was
especially so at Balranald where while only small
in numbers (24) half of that number were children
and teenagers.  

At Finley our visit coincided with the 50th
Anniversary celebrations of the PWA branch
which started at Retreat in 1963 and it was good
to be able to share with the ladies over a
celebratory lunch.

At each of the services/meetings I brought a
message from Psalm 50 on Worship.  The Psalm
looks at how God views the Jews’ worship and I
then applied that to our worship today.  The
Israelites were accused by God of being
patronising to him in their sacrifices by thinking
that God needed their sacrifices and forgetting
the 10 commandments. 

I would ask each of you to pray for the four
charges in the Riverina Presbytery for their
continued faithfulness and that God would work
mightily through them as the Gospel is
proclaimed and see many come to know Jesus as
their Lord and Saviour.

I opened the PWA Market day at Hurstville
Aquatic Centre with prayer on October 16.  The
proceeds from the Market will go to PY for
Training of SRE teachers.  It was very encouraging
to hear the talk by Peter Adamson, PY’s SRE
Director on the work of SRE in our State schools.

Call for prayer for the Riverina

Colin Langford
moderator

A few statistics published recently disturb

me:

� Australia is second only to Switzerland
as the nation people are most fortunate
to be born into and live in. 

� Australia is second only to Switzerland
in terms of high life expectancy. 

� Australia is the wealthiest nation on
earth, mean worth of each of us is
USD219,505 and 5% of us are
millionaires. 

� The fifth highest cause of death in
Australia, after heart disease, stroke,
lung and bowel cancer is self harm,
prevalent especially among 19 – 26
year olds. 

Why, when we live in what is virtually paradise
on earth?

It was the French philosopher and mathematician
Blaise Pascal who said that inside each of us is a
God-shaped vacuum and try as we might to fill it,
only God can fill that space.  

Christmas is all about Jesus’ entrance into this
world.  In John 14:6 in response to Thomas’
gloomy question, Jesus says, “I am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father

except by me”.  

This is surely an arrogant claim, unless of course it
is true. 

At Christmas we remember that the one who is
the way to God has come; the one who reveals all
the truth we need to know about God has come;
the one who is the source of life itself has come.
There is a way to God, there is truth and real life
available in Jesus.   The apostles always declared
that there is only one way to God.  Saul went to
Damascus to persecute followers of the Way, not
a way.   

Of course other religions make exclusive claims,
so what is so special about Jesus’ claim?  Jesus’
claim is unique because it is backed by his death
and his resurrection, better attested by ancient
manuscripts, than any other ancient events.    No
other religious leader has risen from death, thus
Jesus uniquely authenticates his claims:  The way.
The truth.  The life.

This Christmas think about C S Lewis’ challenge:

If Christianity is untrue, it is unimportant.
If Christianity is true, it is infinitely important.
The only thing Christianity cannot be, is
moderately important.

Jesus says he is the only way, the exclusive truth
and the sole source of life.   Since that is true, the
most loving thing we can do is to declare it and

warn others that they are on a path which is a
dead end street, leading to disappointment and
catastrophe. 

On 3 January 2014, as a member of the SCG  I will
get up at 5 am, queue up at the members’ gate at
6 am and then run from the gate, in what is called
the “Paddington gift”  to secure my seat for the
day, in the Members’ Stand.  I will try to reserve the
seat next to me for a friend.  He will get up at
about 9:30 am, wander into the ground at 10:30
for the start of play, secure in the fact that I have
reserved a seat for him. I pay the member’s
subscription, I get up at 5 am, queue at 6 am, race
at 7 am, I do all the work, he wanders in and enjoys
the fruit of my labours. 

That’s what makes Christianity so unique.  All
religions tell you to line up, join the queue, run the
race, do your best, but you will never be sure you
have done enough.  If you get a seat in heaven or
paradise it reflects well on you. 

Jesus came into the world, to live perfectly, die
substitutionally and rise bodily, and he says:

“in my Father’s house are many seats, I have
reserved one for you” (John 14:2). 

Jesus came at Christmas to win a place for you at
God’s family table, your being there will reflect
well on him.  Jesus asks you what he asked Philip
– do you believe this?   (John 14:10).  Then he tells
Philip the basis of such belief – it is the words of
Jesus, or believe on the evidence of the miracles
themselves (John 14:11).  

Do you believe that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and
the Life?  Believe on the basis of his words or his
works, on the basis of his resurrection itself.  

The important 
message of Christmas
DAVID COOK  |  MODERATOR GENERAL,  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA
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IN FAR WEST QUEENSLAND
Conversations to the glory of God
Greg Cripps is the PIM padre in the South
Queensland Patrol, one of four such patrols
in the State. Along with wife Janet, they
began remote patrol  work in March 2013
on a voluntary part time basis.

The Cripps head out in the winter months
(April to October) in their Landcruiser ute
and tray back camper to visit isolated
properties and communities. Anywhere
from Bollon to Blackall, further west to the
SA border, and everything in between! God
has given them a love for camping, a
fascination for the outback and a desire to
share the gospel in word or deed to
anyone they meet.

So what has led them to this work and why
do they see it as a valuable ministry?

Greg and Janet own a grain property north
east of Dalby, they have raised three
children there, Tom (27), Elizabeth (25) and
Robyn (19). Greg worked as a private
Agronomist throughout the Western
Downs region for many years, while Janet a
registered nurse, worked in both the Dalby community and at
the local hospital.

Both have been very active in the Dalby Presbyterian Church
and 3 years ago they completed an Advanced Diploma in
Counselling and Family Therapy.

In 2012 the youngest of their three children headed off to
Brisbane for university and the question arose for them “What
next?  Do we just keep farming and working or should we try
something different now we are Empty Nesters”? And so they
prayed about it and this is what happened.

“God just kept dropping the idea of PIM in our laps”, Greg and
Janet said. “Every time we thought of a different idea, we
would meet someone who had worked in PIM in the past or
had been touched in a positive way by this ministry. Even
when on holidays in Alice Springs we both read a book about
the life of Rev. John Flynn and were totally inspired by his work.
So we contacted PIM for more information and before we
knew it we had caught the “vision” and could see that this was

what God had been preparing us to do. So many things led to
the PIM work, so many doors opened, and who were we to
argue against the requests of a Sovereign God!”

It was with some fear and feeling of inadequacy that they first
set out on patrol, but they found the people of the outback
very welcoming and hospitable. After talking with many
property owners and workers, Greg and Janet soon
understood the concerns and most pressing needs of those
they met.  Many had the same problems as their city cousins;
family issues, money concerns, coping with grief and
depression and so on. It didn’t take them long to realise that
the knowledge and skills they had learnt in counselling were
proving to be invaluable.

“So many would just open up and share the most amazing
stories and experiences with us. This is not in any doctor’s
surgery, but over a back fence or at the kitchen table over a
cup of tea! We feel very privileged to share in the lives of these
amazing, resilient people and as they speak we pray that God
will give us the right responses to encourage and love them.
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OUT THERE A typical day for the Cripps
in remote Australia
The area of Queensland that we patrol is large. We would love
to draw up a plan that enables us to cover our entire region
comfortably but we have quickly realised that God doesn’t
work that way and his plans are different every day.

We normally have a day’s travel (approx 700km) from our home
base to the start of our patrol. We bush camp at a river or on a
town common then start visiting properties. The morning
commences with boiling the billy for a cuppa so the body can
warm up enough to entice Janet to get out of her warm bed.
Following breakfast its pack up time (usually 20 mins) and then
a time of devotions asking God to guide us through the day
and give us the courage to cold call on properties along the road.
This is always difficult but we find every time God goes before us.
We have only had one instance where we were not welcomed.

We began trying to call on at least 6 properties in a day but this
changes all the time depending on the owners/managers and
their particular needs. We have found that nearly everybody
gives us a very warm welcome and we have felt valued in what
we do. There have been many cups of black tea and plenty of
open discussion about their individual circumstances and any
concerns they have for others in their local area. This has meant
our average has been closer to 3 visits in a day.

We tend to avoid calling at lunchtime so we find a shady spot
along the road for a bite and often a brain break as well.

Although there was one time when we ended up having a long
talk with a bee keeper who was travelling through and stopped
to say hello and ended up sharing about some of his personal
issues. The distance we travel in a day can range from 50km to
600km depending on the number of properties inhabited and
their size. The biggest so far was 1.3 million acres.

In the winter months we start looking for a camp site around
4.30pm. This is often in a cleared area in a paddock on the last
property we visited if there is not a good waterhole nearby.
Camp set up takes about 10 min and then the fire is lit and the

PIM THE FIRST HUNDRED
YEARS AND BEYOND
Please contact Robert Benn if your
congregation, presbytery or church group
in NSW would like an interesting and
informative PIM presentation.

02 4757 4144 • 0431 062 853
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GOD’S HANDIWORK
Including ‘kamikaze’ Emus!
As we travel the many stock
routes on our way to visit
remote properties, we have the
opportunity to come up close
and personal with much of the
local wild life and live stock
which make the bush, home.
We are both nature lovers and
so mostly this is a great
experience for us and we
marvel at God’s handiwork in
creating these often uniquely
Australian animals. We have
realised that as “visitors” to their habitats we must show
deference to the local animal residents as much as possible.
But this is not always easy, read more to find out why!

The outback dirt roads are quiet, tranquil places to drive; often
we hardly pass a vehicle the whole day.  Although people may
be scarce, the wild life is prolific! We have come across
“exhausted” camels and cattle sleeping in the middle of the
road that very reluctantly condescend to move when our
cruiser approaches them.  We have battled with “defiant”
wedge-tailed eagles that will stand their ground over carrion
until the very last moment and then reluctantly and laboriously
fly off, usually into the path of our car! Feral pigs seem to “own”
the road. Watch out!  Keep to the 10km speed limit Greg!!!!

We’ve seen thousands of goats, that of course scamper over
the road and off into the bush, then there are” lost” lambs that
are never too sure which way to run so inevitably take to the
“highway” in search of mother sheep. “Confused” kangaroos
can be notorious for bounding out across the road in a
haphazard fashion. We take bets on whether there will be one,
two or three and three is usually the winner. We drive with
caution as soon as we see one by the road.

But the animal that has amazed us most are the “Kamikaze”
Emus! These birds we believe are on a suicide mission or perhaps
they just think like giant chooks, with a pea sized brain!  

We treasure and rely heavily on our vehicle, so hitting a maniac
Emu is really not an option. They however seem determined to
hit us. We can be steadily travelling along a road and out of
nowhere all of a sudden we will have a full grown Emu dash
out in front of the car or over the bonnet. Or we may be
carefully watching one run alongside the road and instead of it

heading out into the nearest clearing...yes you guessed it, they
head in front of our car! ” We’d hate to see our national
emblems on the Australian Coat of Arms become road kill, so
avoidance at all cost is our aim.

Despite the Emu’s erratic behaviour we are terribly fond of them.
We are unable to work out male from female as once they get a
sprint on their feathers flap like lovely soft grass skirts. Often
we call after them “Run girls, run”! Greg even had a stern word
to a number of them at lunch once, but we aren’t sure they
really cared or even listened to his advice on road safety.

We never imagined that Patrol work would be so exciting and
such a thrilling experience but it is. There is never a dull moment!

Janet

billy on to boil. Sometimes we go for a walk to stretch our legs
and debrief about the day. We take the time to pray for each
person we have visited, which means we don’t dwell on their
problems but leave them at the feet of our God. We have also
realised the privilege it is to pray for these folk because who
else is bringing their names before our great God.

Tea is normally cooked in the Bedourie camp oven on the fire
and can be anything from stew, roasts, stir fry, pizzas, or the old
meat and veg. The fire then becomes our heater for the cold
evenings but also what we love to call it our bush TV. The
flames and coals are mesmerising. We often look up from the

fire and stare in awe at God’s marvellous creation in the
incredible star show that is above us. The colder the night the
better the star show is. We often read books and for a treat
occasionally watch a movie on our laptop. On the cold nights
we are in to bed by 9.30 trying to find a warm patch.

I guess you could say that’s an average day for us on patrol. We
would be under canvas for 3 weeks with a break midway
staying in a small town caravan park to enjoy the luxuries of
flush toilets and hot showers.

Greg

PIM 2014 UPDATE
SYDNEY
PCNSW Church Offices
From 6:00 pm (light refreshments)
Wed 29 January 2014

MELBOURNE
Robert White Hall, The Scots Church
From 6:00 pm (light refreshments)
Thurs 30 January 2014
Stuart Bonnington 08-9398 1304   
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Name ______________________________  Phone (        ) ___________________  email ______________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ State ___________________ Postcode ___________

RESPONSE FORM

Qty TOTAL

Views Beyond the Furthest Fence @ $100 $

John Flynn Life and Ministry DVD @15 $

Return with payment to:

PIM

PO Box 4014

Croydon Hills Vic 3136

Ph: (03) 9005 8256

Fax: (03) 9876 1941

email: admin@pim.org.au

Postage & Handling (Book orders only)
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TOTAL

Payment details:

Cheque enclosed (Payable to Presbyterian Inland Mission)

Charge my Credit Card        Visa       Mastercard

Card No. Expiry date  ____ / ____

Name on card _______________________ Signature ________________________________

For bulk orders please

contact the office.

PIM PADRE TEAMS

Bert and Penny Pierce

E: bpierce@pim.org.au M: 0419 951 679 Mid West Patrol WA (Mt. Magnet PIM Church)

Chris and Sandra Woonings

E: cwoonings@pim.org.au M: 0428 665 123 Southern Patrol WA (Denmark PIM Church)

David and Gae McDonald

E: dmcdonald@pim.org.au M: 0438 218 551
John Flynn Patrol SA (‘Smith of Dunesk’ Beltana PIM Church)

Greg and Janet Cripps E: gjcripps@pim.org.au M: 0407 406 628 South Patrol Qld

David and Kathy Alsop E: dkalsop@pim.org.au M: 0408 786 898 Central Patrol Qld

Roger and Margaret Crane E: rcrane@pim.org.au M: 0439 515 163 North Patrol Qld

Laurie and Gwen Peake E: lpeake@pim.org.au Leichhardt Patrol Qld

Rod and Dawn Mallinson E: rmallinson@pim.au M: 0432 505 249 North Australia Patrol Qld/NT

PIM CHURCH WORKERS

Keith and Jenny Bell E: kjbell@pim.org.au M: 0438 719 956 Alice Springs PIM Church

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson E: convener@pim.org.au M: 0413 021 716 Darwin PIM Church

PRESBYTERIAN
INLAND MISSION
www.pim.org.au

NATIONAL OFFICE
PO Box 4014,
Croydon Hills VIC 3136

OFFICE MANAGER
Mike Timmins
T: 03 9005 8256
E: admin@pim.org.au

SUPERINTENDENT
Stuart Bonnington
T: 08 9398 1304
M: 0423 257 645
E: superintendent@pim.org.au

CONVENER
Robert Duncanson
T: 08 8945 7878
M: 0413 021 716
E: convener@pim.org.au

PRESBYTERIAN INLAND MISSION
2013 CHRISTMAS CARDS

Contact the office:
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136
Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
Order on the web at:

www.pim.org.au/merchandise.htm

Come, let us worship the King!

Joy to the World! The Lord is Come:

Let Earth Receive her King.
1–3 packs @

$7.60 per pack

4+ packs @

$6.50 per pack

 JOHN FLYNN LIFE AND MINISTRY
For those wanting to know more about the Rev. Dr John Flynn,
founder of the Australian Inland Mission, then the fact-filled
DVD JOHN FLYNN LIFE AND MINISTRY will be just what your are
looking for. During the PIM Centenary Year, Robert Benn
travelled throughout Australia speaking to various groups
about this faithful servant of God. Due to many
requests, this DVD has been made available
based on Robert’s memorable talks.

The DVD covers Flynn’s early years, his call to
Christian ministry, his achievements
through the AIM and its associated
ministries and much more. The DVD
presentation JOHN FLYNN LIFE AND
MINISTRY is engaging and will not disappoint.
Robert was Moderator-General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia between 2007-2010.
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M&M:

Our churches - how are we going?BY BRUCE MELLER

“How are we going?” It’s a standard
question when any team is on a
mission. You’re watching the
cricket and you have to go check on
the children. You return to the
game and ask, without a thought,
“How are we going?” 

You walk into a room where all eyes are glued on
the election results and what’s the first question
you ask? Either “How’s it going?” or “How are we
going?” It’s no different with a project. The team’s
been at work. An absent member comes back
and their first concern is always to do with
progress, “How’re things?”

The question implies a journey. It implies a result.
Progress is expected. An outcome is anticipated.
And that outcome has value.

“How are we going?” will yield one of three
general responses: “lousy”, “great” or “it’s too early
to tell.”

So how’s your church going? Are new people
being converted? Are those converts being
discipled? Are disciples being trained up for
ministry and given opportunities for service that
correspond to their gifts? How’s the leadership
functioning? Are the right people in the right
positions? And are they working together
constructively and cooperatively?

It’s questions like those that the Consultancy
Team examines.

For over 10 years now, through the Ministry and
Mission Committee, dedicated men and women
have been trained and empowered to go to
churches by invitation and help them see – as if
through new eyes – how they’re going. Is the
church’s mission appropriate (assuming that it
has one)? Are the present ministries effective? Are
there new opportunities that could and should
be pursued? Are some things being done that
really should be stopped? And what of the
leadership team? Is the leadership structure
appropriate for a church of that size and
demography?

MEET THE NEW COORDINATOR

Peter Currie used to spearhead this ministry. At
the start of this year he surrendered the reins to
Mark Maskell. Peter is well known in our
denomination. After all, he’s been ministering at
Woonona for more than 25 years. But who is Mark
Maskell and what does he bring to advance the
use of consultancies in our churches and help us
all pursue greater measures of health?

Mark is married to Amanda and God has blessed
them with three children: Shaylie, Abby and Peter. 

Together they’ve attended New Life Presbyterian
Church in Gungahlin Canberra for more than 10
years and Mark serves there as an elder. 

Mark didn’t always live in Canberra. He was
actually born in Forbes, but he grew up in
Canberra (attending several Anglican churches),
and then moved to Melbourne for three years
where he attended Crossway Baptist church.

Canberra called him home, though, and he’s been
with New Life ever since. 

Amanda and Mark have always been active
members of the churches they’ve attended,
leading youth groups, home groups, music
groups, seniors groups and kids groups as well as
sharing administrative responsibilities chairing
the committee of management or serving as its
treasurer.

Professionally, Mark worked for the Federal
government for more than 25 years as either a
consultant or in senior executive roles. Last year,
however, it was time to change and he left his
position as a senior executive in the Australian
Taxation Office and now consults in strategic
management which, believe it or not, frees him
up to devote time to co-ordinating the Church
Consulting team about which he is passionate.

Since M&M formed the Consultancy Team, more
than 40 consultancies have been conducted in
PCNSW churches. The key focus of the model is
to deploy well respected, wise and mature
volunteer consultants who are trained to help
churches identify and work through their issues.

The team is surprisingly diverse and so is able to
bring a breadth of insight and perspective that is
rarely found in individual churches. There are 13
current members of the team, five of them being
women. Two of the women are married to
ministers; the other three are married to elders.
Five of the men are ministers while the remaining
three are elders. In addition, seven of the
consultants live in Sydney, the other six are in the
country, in areas ranging from Wagga Wagga
through Canberra to Newcastle.

After accepting leadership of the team, Mark said
church consultancies provided an opportunity
for healthy churches to ensure that they
remained healthy, and for troubled churches to
receive help. 

“Consultancies are available to churches
regardless of size, stage of growth, financial
resources or location,” he said. 

“People often think that Church
Consultancy is only for churches in trouble.

That's not the case. One of the major aims
of our Consultancy Team is to assist healthy

churches to face the challenges of growth -
whether it’s expanding their staff 

ministry team, starting a new congregation,
planting a church.”

Mark is keen for people to know the sorts of
services the consultancy team provides:

� Facilitation for team and church planning
days;

� Helping churches develop an integrated
vision and plan;

� Reviewing leadership and staff team
operations;

� Assisting churches to understand growth
and helping them plan for it;

� Helping church develop good governance
practices;

� Facilitating significant change in churches;

� Assisting conflicted congregations to work
through significant conflict; and

� Assisting churches work through occasions
of ethical failure.

What does the Co-ordinator do?

Responsible to the Superintendent of Ministry &
Mission for delivering this ministry, the co-
ordinator works part-time to:

� support the consulting team as its first point
of contact with churches seeking a
consultancy;

� organise meetings for continued team
training;

� develop tools and services for use by the
team; and

� act generally to promoting Church
Consultancy throughout PCNSW.

So how are you going?

If you are an elder or a minister and you think a
consultancy might help your church, please go to
the Programs page on our website
(www.mmpcnsw.org.au), select “Consultancies”
and download the Consultancy Manual, then
follow the procedures outlined there. Our skilful
team is eager to work with you.

NEW WEBSITE

The Ministry and Mission Committee has a new
website: www.mmpcnsw.org.au. Please visit and
look at all the wonderful information that is right
at your finger-tips.

Our thanks go to Jordan Gillman of Jordesign for
his excellent, developmental work. If you like what
he’s done, you could send a word of
encouragement to jordan@jordesign.com, or
phone him on 0420 230 997.
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Simon Wong, a recently ordained

minister of Grace Point Chinese

Presbyterian Church, currently looks

after a young church plant in

Lidcombe. He, along with his wife

Stephanie, decided to attend the

METRO conference, held in March

2013, with congregation member

Shirley Kwan.

Simon and Shirley, what made you
decide to attend the METRO
conference this year?

SIMON: Firstly, as a newly ordained minister, I
quickly realised that the role could easily be
consumed by the regular week-to-week
demands of ministry. 

Paul’s instruction to Timothy was “…the things
you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also
be qualified to teach others.” (2 Timothy 2:2). This
verse left me with a great want and need to work
out how to instil a culture of training in the
church, one that would equip people beyond my
own, and their own, lifetime.

When Shirley Kwan approached me about being
trained for full-time paid Gospel ministry, it was
an added incentive of working this out, and
learning how to do this in a formal and
intentional way.

Secondly, I had been a trainee with METRO in
2004 – 05, and personally benefited from METRO.
A large part of why I am currently in pastoral

ministry today is due to someone else investing in
me personally. 

I knew what it was like to be trained, but going to
the conference showed me what it would be like
to train someone else for a life of ministry.

SHIRLEY: For the past four years, God has been
revealing to me, through His word and in His
faithful servants, how He yearns for the world to
hear the gospel in the face of Jesus' imminent
return. 

Yet, despite the plentiful harvest around the
world, there are so few workers and churches. If
Jesus can come back anytime, how are His
servants preparing themselves, each other, and
the world for the Master's return? 

Convicted of the urgency of God's mission, I

spoke to my pastor Simon and his wife Stephanie
about wanting to be trained to train others to
share Christ, particularly in places that have never
heard of the name of Christ. 

Simon recommended the METRO program, and
we went to the METRO conference together to
find out more.

What did you take away from the
METRO conference?

SIMON: I greatly benefitted from being in the
company of other METRO trainers and trainees. It
was wonderful to meet other people who were
passionate and committed to training, with the
intention of seeing the Gospel flourish beyond
the present. 

The main idea that I took away from the
conference was that being a trainer is a role that
requires investing a lot of personal time, energy,
and resources. It is not just giving someone
“things to do” or adding “another member of
staff”;  it is setting aside a significant portion of
one’s life for the sake of training another person.

SHIRLEY: From speaking to different trainers
and trainees, I was greatly encouraged by their
honesty as they spoke of the deep personal
nature of ministry, and the 'messiness' of being in
ministry. 

I was also challenged to discover what inter-
church partnerships look like, and how different
parts of the body of Christ, with diverse
backgrounds and training, can work together and
encourage each other.

How has attending the METRO
conference helped in your preparation
for the coming years as trainer and
trainee?

SIMON: As mentioned, the METRO conference
gave me a realistic picture of what it will be like

to train and invest in someone else, to equip them
for future ministry. 

I have already begun thinking about how this, i.e.
investing in someone else regularly each week,
will change the way I see my role as a minister in
the church. 

There is both a sense of excitement and
nervousness at the prospect of being so
responsible and involved in laying down firm
foundations for someone else’s future life of
ministry.

SHIRLEY: Attending the METRO conference, and
speaking to brothers and sisters in different
stages of METRO, provided me with a great
insight into the dynamic trainer/trainee
relationship. 

It was exciting to learn about what God had been
teaching them in their lives, and comforting to
know that these are fellow workers in the gospel,
who I will continue to rejoice, struggle, learn,
encourage and pray with in the years to come.

Getting a
Taste of
METRO

PY METRO:
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Steve and Sarah Bell have been

married for just over four years and are

members of Cherrybrook Presbyterian

Church in Sydney’s North Western

suburbs.

Steve started studying with the Timothy
Partnership in 2011 and is on his fifth Timothy
Partnership subject, while Sarah started this year
and is completing her second Timothy
Partnership subject. 

While undertaking her Social Work studies
through TAFE and University, Sarah was never
sure where God was leading her.

Towards the end of last year, and particularly at
PYNSW Summer Camp she became convinced
that Timothy Partnership was her next step.

Like Sarah, it was at a PYNSW Summer Camp
about five years ago that Steve thought more
about doing some kind of theological study,
however nothing seemed to suit.

He wanted to push himself further than a
Certificate level, but trying to dedicate the
structured time to do study at a theological
college seemed out of reach.

Steve chose to study through the Timothy
Partnership because his father David was heavily
promoting it at Church, and he liked the idea of
distance education, and having it fit around his
existing work/life balance.

The Timothy Partnership suits Sarah as it is not
only distance education, but she had seen from
Steve how easy it was to go through each aspect
on a weekly basis. 

For Steve,  the Timothy Partnership is pretty much
exactly what he was expecting, and Sarah has
appreciated the fact that the intense theological

scrutiny her work is under is done by the high
quality Timothy Partnership teachers.

Despite worrying about being part of the forums
and exam pressure, Sarah is thankful for the good
support from the Timothy Partnership team.

Both Sarah and Steve have been able to manage
the study on the weekends with all the other
activities that they are involved with on top of
work.  Sarah is very thankful that she is able to
speak openly about her studies at work with
Anglicare and has been supported to take time
off for exams. 

At PY Winter Camp this year the theme was three

minor prophets, which turned out to be  the first
Timothy Partnership subject she did (Old
Testament Prophets and Writings).

At the training day Sarah was amazed at how her
studies had given her a better grounding for
leading at camp. The same has happened in Bible
study where links can be drawn between
something she has recently learnt through the
Timothy Partnership and what they are
discussing in Bible study. God has been so
gracious in these little highlights! These
highlights have really helped to spur Sarah on,
and has shown her God’s clear timing and intent
that this is what she should be doing.

The first subject Steve studied was Old Testament
Exegesis (looking at Genesis and 1 Samuel
specifically).

He keeps coming back to the skills that were
taught in this subject when looking at passages
of the Bible (such as for Bible Study, or PY Camps).
A special high point for Steve has been doing the
exact same subjects as his brother for the past 2
years, and being able to discuss together what
they were studying.  Also, studying with Sarah

(even though they do different subjects) has also
been excellent.

Sarah started Timothy Partnership with the
intention of just increasing her own knowledge
and confidence in leading and she has no idea if
God has other plans.

The whole experience has challenged her and
opened her mind to new ways of looking at the
Bible that may never have been evident before.
Sarah recommends the Timothy Partnership to
everyone - “Whether you just want to get to know
God better or you want to study so you can be an
assistant minister, the course work is fascinating
and well worth it.”

Steve too recommends the Timothy Partnership
– “I really think the Timothy Partnership is an
excellent diploma or certificate for people to look
at studying.  It is really flexible, and I think anyone
should consider studying it.”

For more information on the Timothy
Partnership, please visit
www.timothypartnership.com.au.

Stephen & Sarah’s
Timothy adventure

PY TIMOTHY:
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Close your eyes. Imagine that you are

standing on the main street of your

town on a summer’s day. Cars are

flying past you, people are bustling

here and there - a siren passes by.

What can you see? Posters? Signs? Bus

stops? Road signs? Advertisements? 

Ok, now listen to everything that is going around
you. The sounds of cars, birds tweeting in the
trees, the murmur of voices answering
telephones, a store blaring music - you open your
eyes to the vibration of a message on your phone,
you pull it out of your pocket to see 2 emails and
a Facebook message.

In life, today, wherever we are, we are constantly
surrounded by messages, we are constantly
connected. The world is screaming out,
demanding our attention - and it can be near
impossible to escape.

So in this world of messages, relentlessly fighting
for our attention, how is the church meant to be
heard? What is our message?

The message of the Church is one of salvation.
God created the world, man rejected Him as King
in favour of ruling our own lives.

God in His love, grace and mercy sent His one and
only Son to die on the cross, taking the
punishment that we deserved for rejecting God
and restoring our relationship with God if we ask
for forgiveness. The most important message in
the entire universe, Jesus Christ is Lord.

But it’s so easy for this message to be drowned
out by everything else that is demanding our
attention - don’t answer that email that just came
in.

And this is where PY Youth Camp comes in.

In our life, full of countless messages, it is so
valuable, at camp, to be able to stop, step out of
the daily routine for a second, step out of the
relentless messages and consider the greatest
message of all, the message of Jesus Christ!

Camp is intentional. It’s a rare opportunity to be
able to stop and consider Jesus, so we use this
time wisely. The talks and studies are aimed
specifically at the youth, presenting the gospel in
a language that they can understand and deals
with issues that they are facing at this very
moment. 

Camp is relational. The goal at camp, however
long the duration, is to create a temporary

Christian community. This is done through small
groups made up of different youth from all over
the state, so you are guaranteed to make new
friends. The whole camp worships together,
studies together, eats and plays together -
encourages each other together. A diversity
of young people all working together
creates a supporting, safe and
encouraging temporary Christian
community.

For those who are the only
young people at their
church, camp is a great
place to meet other
young people and be
encouraged by the
sheer number of
Christians your age
worshipping and
learning about our
great God together.
For those from
churches with lots of
young people, camp is
a great place to
encourage and be
encouraged.

Camp is fun! Whether
it be with your new
friends or old friends,
there is always something at
camp to be enjoyed. Each day
there are organised activities in
the afternoon and evenings, to
have fun and continue to build
relationships. There is also
some free time so that
you can do your own
things with your friends
or take some time to
rest.

Camp is a great place to
pause life for a second,
step out of the constant
messages we are
surrounded by and consider
the greatest message of all,
Jesus Christ is Lord.

So why would you camp? Well,
maybe a better question is -
Why wouldn’t you?

Why Camp?
PY CAMPING:
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More than 30 ministry families came

together at Stanwell Tops for the

Minister’s Family Camp 2013. 

Held every second year in the second week of the
October school holidays, the camp is aimed at
bringing together the families of Presbyterian
ministers for worship, social times, some
downtime and even, some pastoral care. Here’s
what some families had to say... 

ROSLYN DEAL

When I asked a couple of my kids why they like
Ministers’ Family Camp they said:  “It’s fun”,  “I think
the kids program is really good”,  “The food is nice”,
“It’s good to associate with others who are in the
same circumstances as me”, “Everyone is
Christians together and no one can tease you
about being a Christian”, “Getting together with
Christians who are the same age”, “I like the open
mike night”, “It’s nice to meet up with old friends”.

Only today I was reflecting on my time at
Ministers’ Family Camp and realised that much of
the time my kids were drawn to other kids and so
I had plenty of chances to meet other adults. I
enjoyed meeting people who were in similar
situations in ministry to me as well as meeting
people who were in really different kinds of
places or stages in life. One thing I did miss this
year was there weren’t as many of what I call ‘wise
heads’ as last time. I missed hearing from those
people who have been in ministry for a long time
and have seen it all.

The bible talks are always excellent and it is good
to discuss the associated questions in small
groups.  There are still many people in NSW
Ministry I don’t know, but now after going to
Ministers’ Family Camp for a few years, I know at
least some of them.

Once we started going to Ministers’ Family Camp,
we haven’t stopped as my family puts it on the
calendar each time, and won’t let us forget it. PY
always does fantastic camps and Ministers’ Family
Camp is no exception. Thank You PY!  If you are in
Ministry then you are part of our Ministry Family
– I’d love to meet you next time.

ROBERT AND CHRISTINE COLEMAN:

The Coleman’s ventured down from their Leura
mountain stronghold to Ministers’ Family Camp
this year. What would the plainsfolk be like? What
happens when you get so many ministers

together? It was explained to me at my first
Assembly by a senior minister that those of our
vocation were like fertiliser. Able to be used by
God to bring growth when spread out thinly.
However, great mounds gathered together.... We
are very happy to report that MFC did not stink. In
fact, we would like to go back. Our daughters
would really like to go back.

To be honest, it was mainly for our daughters that
we went. It is not easy being the minister's kid,
and helping them to start to meet others with the
same kind of life should be helpful. In the end, we
enjoyed it too. The girls are 4 and 5, so even the
little ones are able to cope. Having a family room
helped as it gave them a retreat - being able to
escape is important. It is good for the kids to have
this first experience of Christian camping as well.

The fellowship was excellent. We pinched all sorts
of ideas from others. We didn't see any politics
going on. There was a bush dance, talent night,
and lots of chat. People walked, Op-shopped
(very good Salvo's store at Helensburgh), and
generally had a great time. Some went to the
beach but we avoided it this year. It wasn't
entirely relaxing, but we would do it again.
Catching up with old friends and making new
ones was great.

The talks are worthy of a mention too. David Tsai
is a man of great passion and humility. The talks
were great. The material about God's comfort was
good, and hearing things done in a Chinese style
using personal illustration to bring out exegetical
and theological points. Remarkably, it is how we
are being told to communicate with the post-
modern generation. This provided food for
thought in terms of my own style as well, which I
found very helpful. Remembering our time at
CPC was great too. The breadth and sheer
quantity of outreach that they do is always an
encouragement and challenge to me.

The study groups after the talk weren't easy but
they were good. It is good to be able to share with
others, and pray with them. We talked about
difficult things, and some of the joys and
sadnesses of ministry.  All in all, I'd recommend it.
See you there next time.

BETH RANGUIRA

We have an amazing experience at the Ministers’
Family Camp.  It is the place where we catch up

with old friends and meet new ministers and
their families.  It is an

incredible journey and we take with us a good
memory of the fun, music, excitement, teaching,
connecting and encouragement with God’s
people in one place at one time.  It is a real “WOW”,
God’s amazing grace and power.

DAVID SEAMAN

Why do I bring my family to Ministers’ Family
Camp? Some years ago the PK’s were asked
“What do you want to tell your dad about his
job?” and a number of PK’s said “My dad has time
for everybody in the church except ME.”  MFC
allows PKs to be just kids, it allows them to say
“hey there are others out there going through the
same struggles I’m having”.

PKs and families are sometimes the casualties of
ministry. To hear David Tsai unpack the
servanthood of Jesus out of Isaiah 40 and 42 and
give comfort to wives and families is like sweet
refreshing water for the soul.  The impact at MFC
on the church is tremendous.  To see the talent
and Christian maturity of ministers’ families is
exciting and to see the next generation of leaders,
not being turned off by ministry but stepping up
to the plate gives hope and encouragement.

One of the dads said, “It takes a village to raise a
child.”  When dads seem too busy, MFC provides
mentors, buddies, and mates to the PKs and spurs
them to “keep on going in Jesus”.  Our kids may
get sick of dads urging them to have faith in
Jesus, but when other PKs say it, it speaks to their
hearts.  If you want to encourage your minister
and revitalise the Ministry of our church send
them to MFC, and tell them we appreciate your
time and effort and we want to return a blessing
to you.

MFC helps me to see the men I go to Assembly
or Presbytery with as not just other ministers but
fellow believers.  They too have lives outside of
their ministry and personalities too.  MFC help us
build relationships so we can network better and
encourage each other to do ministry better too.

THE CHEETHAM FAMILY

We have been coming to MFC since 1996.  Why
do we keep coming back?  Our children demand
it!  They love the opportunity of being with other
PKs and they appreciate the programs organised
for them.  We enjoy the teaching, the music, the
networking and the fellowship.  It is not a high-
pressure week.  There is plenty of time to rest and
relax, to encourage and be encouraged.  MFC is
part of our ministry calendar – roll on 2015!

Fun, Bible & fellowship at
Ministers’ Family Camp

PY MINISTERS FAMILY CAMP:
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Being a
neighbour when
disaster strikes
Thursday 17th October started as a
normal day in Winmalee. A
community going about its business;
early morning walks, coffee with
friends, heading off to the train
station, school drop-offs, shops
buzzing with people. The sky was
blue. 

By the time the sun was setting, the sky was full of
smoke and the sound of sirens and helicopters
thundered in the air. The streets in Springwood
were lined with cars, the people they were
carrying home gathering in groups out on the
footpaths; trying to find information, worrying
about children and parents and friends and
homes.

By midnight, some people were heading home
as the roads reopened. Others had no home to go
to. Some remained separated from family. Some
still wondered what had happened to the home
they left that morning.

And the fires burned on, holding a community in
suspense as the weather and wind pushed flames
forward towards more homes and more lives. For
ten days we held our breath.

Across New South Wales more than 100 fires
burned over the next days, with property losses
on the Central Coast, Lithgow, Mount Victoria and
the Southern Highlands … and the damage in
the Winmalee area was assessed. One hundred
and ninety three homes destroyed in a relatively
small community. More than one hundred
damaged. 

Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan, the

man who shows generous mercy, and ends by
instructing us to “go and do likewise.” But how do
you begin to be a good neighbour when disaster
strikes? How can we face such sorrow, such fear,
such turmoil and offer anything that will make a
difference? Surely it takes more than we have to
give?

The short answer is that we can’t. But God can.
And he chooses to use his people to show
generous mercy when disaster strikes. Over the
days following the fires there was a great
outpouring of generosity from people across the
country. Not just from Christians, but from the
community at large. At first it seemed as if God’s
people and other community groups were
offering the same things; money, food, clothes,
support... But there is a difference. An offer of help
made in Jesus’ name comes with comfort for the
present, hope for the future and a willingness to
enter into a relationship with people who were,
just a few days ago, strangers.

‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.’

Lamentations 3:22-23

Waking each morning
BY BLOSS WRIGHT

Early each morning I wake to hear birds chirping
to greet the sun. In the last week, the bird calls
have changed. There are new birds in my garden.
My favourite is a tiny one with a crest of the
brightest blue. They are coming to my garden
because my street lost 9 houses in the bushfires
on October 17th and their nests were burnt. It’s
the same for the nine families whose homes have
been destroyed. No warning, no time to prepare.
Everything was lost. And that’s just our street. The
final number of homes lost in the mountains
stands at around 200. 

There’s trauma everywhere – homes gone. Stories
of driving children through flames to safety.

Living with the constant sound of helicopters so
close above you can wave to the pilots. 

There is community everywhere – generosity
abounds. Staggering generosity. Selflessness. Talk
of rebuilding. Churches shining as places of help
and comfort. As places where people care.

There is gratitude everywhere – there has been
no loss of human life. Gratitude to the firies.

Life begins to move on. People finding a new
normal. Neighbours become friends. It will be a
long road, but there’s an overwhelming sense of
wanting to walk it together.

From you…
with love
At Jericho Road we have a progam
called Packed with Love. It includes
handing out food parcels to needy
people who come to the front door of
our head office in Surry Hills, welfare
relief, Christmas hampers and
providing help to those suffering
hardships. Over the last weeks of
October and on through this year
Winmalee and the surrounding areas
have been Packed with Love!

And did you know... this is straight from you?
Jericho Road is not just doing its own thing. We
work on your behalf to see that those who need
care receive it in Jesus’ name... on your behalf and
in partnership with you.

So what have you been doing in the fire affected
areas? Take a look...

Come to Dinner at
Winmalee
You’ve set up freezers with public access that are
full of great food, cooked and delivered by
members of the wider community and the local
church. 

The food is collected by or delivered to those who
have lost their homes, or to the families who are
feeding two families while one looks for
somewhere to stay.  They drive in and take away
as much as they need. It’s amazing how much
comfort a home cooked meal can give, especially
when all you have to cook with is a microwave.
We even have vegetarian, gluten free and allergy

Jericho Road is an initiative of Presbyterian Social

Services. It’s a great story of how we can work together to

show that we, like the Samaritan, are ready to be the

people who love our neighbours.

SPECIAL FEATURE:



specific meals in stock. In the first week around
seventy meals were served, and over the next few
weeks more than 400 went out. The service will
remain open as long as it is needed in the months
to come.

The gloves are on
We’ve been coordinating offers of help from
people who'd like to pitch in and lend a hand to
clean up properties. This couldn't start for a while,
as insurance inspections have to take place and
properties have to be made safe, but once it was
time to help… the gloves were on. Outside with
shovels or inside surviving homes cleaning off
soot and grime… and making some great
friendships.

And speaking of gloves… and pants… and work
shirts… and boots… we were also able to
partner with members of the Presbyterian
Church who run a business that supplies work
wear among other things. This enabled Jericho
Road to give gift vouchers to people who needed
good quality work wear and boots so that they
could get onto their properties and start to clean
up. The ground is full of glass and metal and
debris, and ordinary shoes don’t last long. With
the additional generosity of these locals and their
suppliers there are now many people who have
the clothes they need to start the task of cleaning
up.

And that’s just the easy stuff. Just a few days after
the fires, we had a small team out walking the
most devastated streets, including counsellors
arranged through the Presbyterian Counselling
Service. They would stop and talk to the people
in the street, providing a listening ear and at times
a comforting hug. We praise God for their
compassion and courage. They would find out
what practical needs people had right at that
moment, and then we would take what they
needed to them where they were. 

We’ve buried family pets and arranged for a
plaque. We’ve found knitting needles and a ball
of wool for shaky hands. We’ve arranged for boots
to replace those melted by the heat of the
ground. We’ve made steadying cups of tea. We’ve
packed bags of clothes and toiletries. We’ve
replaced RFS shirts for brigade members who lost
theirs when their homes were destroyed. We’ve
started friendships. We’ve offered a place for
teenagers to get together. We’ve delivered
comfort in the form of home-made fruit cake.
We’ve delivered bears to be hugged. We’ve
prayed with people. We’ve taken food to the side
of the road. We’ve talked to mums about how to
talk to their children. We’ve cleaned. We’ve
delivered gifts to help families settle into rental
homes. We’ve given funds to people to enable
them to purchase what they really needed, right
then.

So thank you. Because this is what you have done.
Your generosity allows Jericho Road to show your
love to these people in our great God’s name.

Plant and pray
If you are wondering about what you can do
now… and you have a green thumb… how
about planting some seeds or a seedling today.
Care for them and watch them grow and keep
those who have been affected by the fires in your
prayers. And then in six or twelve months’ time
when they are fully grown, let us know and we
will give it to those who are rebuilding.

What colour do
firefighters wear?
At Kids' Church at Winmalee Presbyterian on
the Sunday after the fires, the question was
asked... what colour uniforms do the
firefighters wear (bearing in mind that the
church is just over the road from the RFS
station)? The answer came without hesitation...
BLACK! God bless all the men and women in
the RFS and other emergency services who
serve so bravely and so tirelessly.
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Finding Christ
in the sandpit
Meet Jon Flood, our
Children’s Services
Manager
Hi, my name is Jon Flood and since
May I’ve had the privilege of working
with the Presbyterian Church’s early
childhood services.  I want to take the
opportunity to tell you about these
wonderful ministries and how you
can help us in this important work of
reaching children and families.

Jesus said “Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.”  Every week lots of little
children come to our pre-schools, long day care
centres and out of school hours care centres.  It is
a privilege to have families trust their dear little
ones to us, and also a huge responsibility for our
teams. We are not only responsible for providing
quality care and education but also to show them
God’s love for us all through the Lord Jesus.

Our early childhood services are made up of six
services; Bathurst, Campbelltown, Sutherland,
Tamworth, Tregear and Windsor.  Across our
network we provide care for up to 294 children
each day of the week.  Our aim is to provide these
services on a not-for-profit basis in a way
accessible to local families.  Each of our services
are supported by the local church who lovingly
guide these centres of learning and make
connection with and support the families that
use these services.

Our centres have high quality standards and are
under the auspices of a quality standard called
the National Quality Framework (NQF).  The NQF
is relatively new, only coming into effect in 2011,
and covers educational programming,
relationships with families and the wider
community, and even running the service in a
sustainable way.  This is a national standard that

all early childhood education services across
Australia are tested against.

Many people become Christians as a result of
being taught the gospel as a child, so providing
an environment where God’s love for us can be
shown and taught is a key part of our centres.
Some of the stories are quite inspiring of how
people have come to know the Lord Jesus
through coming to a pre-school, families
connecting with churches, and families being
served in practical ways as a result of their
connection with their local Presbyterian pre-
school or long day care service.

We are always looking for help from our wider
church family, so here’s some ways you can help:

� Pray – please give thanks for the wonderful
work that is happening every day, and pray for
our Directors and their teams as they care for
children and build relationships with families.
Please also pray for our services as they are
gradually assessed against the NQF over the
next year – this is a stressful time for many.

� Volunteer – if you live in the region of one of
our services, please let us know if you would
like to help out.  We love having volunteers in
our centres and would love the opportunity to
discuss with you just how!

� Refer – again if you are in the region of a
service, please refer families to our services.
We love welcoming new families and we can
guarantee that they won’t be disappointed
with their Presbyterian care experience.

Thank you to the many people in our centres and
in support of our centres for their tireless work.
Please partner with us on the Jericho Road as we
seek to serve children and their families.

Packed with
Love this
Christmas
Packing hampers with
love for Christmas 
"Last Christmas our local church
received thirty large “Packed with
Love” washing baskets filled to
overflowing with delicious foods and
children's gifts including an excellent
book about the gospel. 

We were thrilled to deliver these hampers to
some of the neediest families in our community;
families we have come to know and love. We wish
that all those who contributed to these hampers
could have seen the faces of mothers and
children as we arrived at their homes on
Christmas Eve with these goodies. Some melted
into tears at the sight of these quite unexpected
gifts. All were overwhelmed with gratitude and
we were glad to be able to assure them that those
who contributed had not forgotten them on the
occasion of our celebration of the birth of our
glorious Saviour."

Many thanks to Scots Bellevue Hill and the many
other individuals and church groups who have
made this year’s hampers possible. We pray that
as they are delivered those who receive them
know of God’s great love for them.

Would you like to be part of this story? Your
financial support helps us give hope in Jesus’
name.  Just go to www.jerichoroad.org.au to
make a donation. Don't worry if it's not much...
every bit helps.  Thanks!

SPECIAL FEATURE:
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Thanks to the kids and educators at Sutherland
Presbyterian Preschool who painted up these
fire engine boxes and then filled them with
goods donated to help out in the "bluey
mountains." 
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1. Pray with us _ visit www.jerichoroad.org.au
for a prayer update then share your email so
we can update you.

2. Partner with us in understanding and caring
for those with a disability within your own
community _ get on board with the Luke 14
program by getting in touch with our

Disability Advocate, Jason Forbes, at
jforbes.disabilityadvocate.pss
@gmail.com

3. Walk with us by hosting a weekend of
learning _ invite Rev Robert Benn to come
along to your church for the weekend. Just
give us a call on 02 9690 9324 to make a date. 

4. Share your thinking with us by asking for
the Our Place proposal – we want to reach the
people you want us to reach, so let us know
what’s important to you. Email us at
emcclean@pcnsw.org.au

5. Start a group at your church to pray for us
and think about ways of walking the road with
us in your local area _ and get in touch with
us so we can walk together.

You should have received a pack of brochures
and posters by now... if you haven’t got it, please
let us know!

Join us on Jericho Road
There are five ways you can get involved:

Shining light in
the darkness
Tracey Jones, Manager
Training and Compliance,
CPU reports on a recent
conference
In September the National Council of
Churches in conjunction with The
Safe Church network welcomed a
group of over 180 delegates from
across all denominations in Australia
and New Zealand to the 6th Safe as
Churches? Conference. 

This marked the 10th year of churches sharing
together openly for mutual support and learning
in the ministry of keeping our churches safe
places.  

The theme of the conference was Shining Light
in the Darkness. This was just a simple declaration
to affirm what we are about as churches; bringing

justice, healing and compassion as we live out
Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:15  “In the same way
let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your
father who is in heaven.”

The keynote speaker was Dr Marie Fortune.  She
covered topics such as institutional protection
versus justice making, the law and the gospel, the
nature of hope in the midst of despair and
healthy boundaries. The topics were covered with
such passion and in such a practical way that I
personally was encouraged and enthused to see
how my role as Manager of Training and
Compliance for the CPU could be a source of
great support to our churches. 

There was a strong emphasis on the importance
of training and how we can better equip and
resource our leaders and volunteers in all ministry
areas. I was encouraged to see that our training
DVD (Breaking The Silence Basic Training) covers
all aspects of safety in a way that all church
leaders and members can feel equipped, aware
and accountable to each other. This helps to
make our church a place of love and hope. As Dr
Fortune said, dealing with abuse is “not a special
project we need to fix and then get back to
ministry, we should all be proactively integrating

safe ministry practices into who we are as a
people of faith collectively.”

Please feel free to contact me with any questions
or comments regarding safe church practices in
your church setting. Also I would like to
personally take this opportunity to say thank you
to all the ministers and representatives who have
been so welcoming of me when I come around
to audit or train. I have been encouraged to see
such a positive response where we can work
together to provide worship and meeting places
that honour the Lord Jesus by having all who
enter feel safe and secure. 

TRACEY JONES, MANAGER TRAINING &
COMPLIANCE CPU

From us to
you…

From the team at Jericho Road, we pray that as
you remember our great saviour’s birth this
Christmas that you will know the depth of God’s
love for you. Thank you for your prayers and
support over this year and we look forward to
working with you in 2014. 

GILLIAN GILCHRIST, PROJECT MANAGER,
JERICHO ROAD



Reformers
140 Albany Road, Stanmore 2048
Phone: 02 9564 3555 • reformers.org.au

Long Story Short (Old
Testament)

Marty Machowski
(fwd. Dave Harvey)

(New Growth Press)

A family devotional program designed to
explain God's plan of salvation through the
Old Testament and is suitable for children

from preschool through high school.

Old Story New (New
Testament)

Marty Machowski
(New Growth Press)

Old Story New continues the
gospel story that started in
Long Story Short. Using the
same effective ten-minute a

day structure, it walks children
through the great truths of the

Christian faith in the New
Testament.

CHRISTIAN HOME & FAMILY

Housewife Theologian 
Aimee Byrd
(P & R Publishing)

Women who want God to be more
than superficially in their lives can
rise above the world’s expectations
by becoming housewife
theologians—finding true meaning
and true worship every day.

Preparing for Marriage
God’s Way (2nd Edition)
Wayne Mack
(P & R Publishing)

Through rigorous Bible study, you will
learn about God's expectations for
marriage and be equipped with his
solutions for dealing with typical
marriage conflicts.

PAUL TRIPP DVDS (Paul Tripp Ministry)

What did you Expect? (3 set DVD)
What Did You Expect? fights a much deeper war over the worship of our heart. It’s only

when we worship God as Creator, Sovereign and Savior that we will ever love as we
should.

Getting to the Heart of Parenting (3 set DVD)
God has chosen parents to be primary instruments in the shaping of a human soul.

Learn how to become an instrument of heart-changing grace in the lives of your children.

Stand Fast in the Way of Truth (Fathers and Sons Volume 1)
Hold Fast in a Broken World (Fathers and Sons Volume 2)
Douglas Bond (P & R Publishing)

Fathers & Sons is a two-volume set containing 48 readings. These books allow over a year of
close fellowship between father and son, with the goal of leading sons toward Christian manhood.

$16.99
EACH

$21.99

$21.99

NEW

NEW$19.99

$14.99

NEW

$44.99
EACH



HOW IT WORKS
1. You choose the item(s) on our list that you would like to purchase for

your friends/family.

2. Send us your order, including payment. Please note that these gifts
are not tax deductible.

3. We will send you the cards you have ordered. You are then free to give
these cards to your friends/family for Christmas. The cards state which
gift(s) you have purchased, on their behalf, for someone in East Timor
or Myanmar. The card does not state the monetary value of the gift.

4. APWM then sends the money to our partners in East Timor or
Myanmar. They will then purchase the gifts locally and distribute
them to those in need.

ORDER FORM/PAYMENTS
Please fill out your details and enclose your payment (cheque or money
order made out to ‘APWM’). Please DO NOT send cash.

If you would like to pay by Direct Deposit the details are: 

Bank:               Westpac
Account Name:
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
BSB:                 032 260
Account #:     151207

Write your name in the description box and email finance@apwm.org.au
informing us of your deposit.

Please mail your order form to:

APWM Christmas Catalogue
8 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point NSW 2213 and we will send you the cards
you have ordered.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT
CATALOGUE 2013 ORDER FORM

   ITEM                                                                                                           QTY         COST
   MOSQUITO NET (M) $6
   BLANKET (M) $6
   UMBRELLA (M) $6
   RICE FOR RURAL FAMILY (ET) $20
   BAG OF RICE (M) $25
   BIBLE COLLEGE BOOK RESOURCES (M) $30
   STATIONERY FOR ONE RURAL CHILD (M) $30
   EDUCATION FOR ONE CHILD (M) $40
   VITAMINS & MEDICINES RURAL VILLAGE (M) $50
   MEDICINE FOR BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS (M) $50
   GUITAR (ET) $60
   GOAT OR PIG (ET) $60
   GENERATOR FOR A RURAL VILLAGE (M) $300
   COMPUTER FOR A BIBLE COLLEGE (M) $700
   GENERAL DONATION FOR MYANMAR
   GENERAL DONATION FOR EAST TIMOR
   TOTAL

I enclose a cheque / money order for $_____________________  or

I have made a Direct Deposit of $____________________________

Please tick here if you do not wish to receive cards and simply want

to make a donation for these items

Please note that if any item is over-subscribed then the money will be
allocated to a similar need.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

suburb __________________________________  Postcode ____________

Phone  _____________________  Email ____________________________

$

THIS CHRISTMAS WHY NOT GIVE GIFTS TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY AND AT THE SAME TIME HELP SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T HAVE THE BASICS
THAT WE TAKE FOR GRANTED? THE ITEMS BELOW CAN PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF CHRISTIANS AND OTHERS IN OUR PARTNER CHURCHES IN
MYANMAR AND EAST TIMOR. ALL GIFTS WILL BE CHANNELLED THROUGH OUR PARTNER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN THOSE COUNTRIES.

MOSQUITO NET (MYANMAR) A gift of $6 will enable a child to sleep
safely from mosquitoes which can cause malaria or dengue fever.

BLANKET (MYANMAR) A gift of $6 will provide a blanket for a child in a
rural school.

UMBRELLA (MYANMAR) A gift of $6 will will provide an umbrella for a
child in a rural school.

BAG OF RICE (MYANMAR OR EAST TIMOR) A gift of $20 will provide a
bag of rice for a family in East Timor. A gift of $25 will provide a bag of
rice for a family in Myanmar.

BIBLE COLLEGE BOOK RESOURCES (MYANMAR) A gift of $30 will
provide book resources for the Reformed Bible Institute in Yangon.

STATIONERY FOR ONE RURAL CHILD (MYANMAR) A gift of $30 will
provide stationery for one rural child in Chin State, Myanmar.

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR ONE CHILD (MYANMAR) A gift of $40
will provide educational assistance for one year for a child.

MEDICINE FOR BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS (MYANMAR) A gift of $50 will
provide medicine for students at the Reformed Bible Institute in Yangon.

VITAMINS AND MEDICINES FOR A RURAL VILLAGE (MYANMAR) A gift
of $50 will provide vitamins and medicines for a rural village in Chin State.

GUITAR (EAST TIMOR) A gift of $60 will provide a guitar for a rural
congregation.

GOAT OR PIG (EAST TIMOR) A gift of $60 will provide a goat or pig for a
pastor’s family to help them economically.

GENERATOR FOR A RURAL VILLAGE (MYANMAR) A gift of $300 will
provide a generator for use in a rural village in Chin State, Myanmar.

COMPUTER FOR A BIBLE COLLEGE (MYANMAR) A gift of $700 will
provide a computer for the Reformed Bible Institute in Yangon.

Please note that while the prices above are correct at the time of printing
there are some variations due to inflation overseas and fluctuations in the
exchange rate.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2013
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OVERSEAS MISSION:

David and his wife serve as part of a
team in a Muslim-majority nation where

missionaries are not
welcome. For that
reason we can’t
show you his face or
tell you his real
name.  

FROM PLEASE DESCRIBE
YOUR MINISTRY.

We run a training centre which teaches English,
basic computer skills and basic health care. The
local people particularly want to learn English so
we put most of our energy into that. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHALLENGES FACED BY THE
TEAM?

The team faces challenges of isolation. The town
where we live is very, very remote and so that
brings with it issues that involve gathering daily
living supplies. Then there’s language barriers and
extreme temperatures with a climate that can be
hot and humid or hot and dry. Infrastructure is
severely lacking which means that we often go
without water, gas and electricity, the very basics
that we have in the West. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHALLENGES YOUR FAMILY
FACES?

Mostly it’s to do with the children. We have two
children who have uncontrolled asthma which
has flared up at times and that has meant we need
healthcare and there’s no particular provision for
that in our town. We either have to cross an
international border or go 17 hours on the road
or catch a weekly flight if it happens - it doesn’t
happen often. Another challenge is the schooling
of the children. At the moment my wife is home-
schooling them but that has its challenges
because the children themselves like competition
and in any school you’ve got social interaction and
they don’t have that kind of thing. Finding a way of
motivating them in their studies is not easy.

WHAT FRUIT HAVE YOU SEEN IN THE MINISTRY ITSELF?

If you're talking in terms of numbers of people
coming to faith, zero at this point. There is no
known believer in the people group. But in terms
of their interest in the gospel there are people

who are opening up to the possibility of reading
and studying the Bible with us. The reason for that
is simply because we’ve lived through the
challenges that they have lived through and we’re
not running away. Further, we’re giving to the
people through the service that we provide and
encouraging them in their lives rather than taking
from them as foreigners would do when they
come in. We have opportunities all the time to
share the gospel. We now have a group with
which we can sit down and study the scriptures.

THE MINISTRY SOUNDS PRETTY DIFFICULT. WHY NOT DO
SOMETHING EASIER?

In a word, calling. I know there’re different views
on that but we just really believe that the Lord has
specifically directed us to a particular people
group to do particular ministry. The story behind
that is quite long but we just feel that we’re living
in obedience to what God wants us to do. 

WHAT CAN WE IN AUSTRALIA DO TO HELP YOU?

The most helpful thing is prayer - for our own
family needs and everything else. God always
promises to provide for our needs but we need to
ask him. Also pray for the people in the people
group - that God would break down the barriers
and open up their eyes. Unless the Holy Spirit is at
work in their hearts revealing the truth to them
then they won’t come to faith in Christ.

www.apwm.org.au   |  (02) 9792 1373

firstperson
with Kevin Murray

Mission where
missionaries are
unwelcome
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In August this year I attended the
65th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu
which met on the island of Ambrym.

The Assembly was hosted by the village of Ranon
which is located on the north of the island and
only accessible by boat. It was a wonderful
opportunity for me to meet up with former
students, many of whom have been in parish
ministry for over 15 years.

An incident occurred during the Assembly that
reminded me of the importance of reconciliation
in a culture that values relationships and
community above individual interests. 

It is an expectation of all who attend the
Assembly that if someone wants to leave early
they will speak to the Clerk and obtain permission
to leave through a motion of the Assembly.

On this occasion one of the pastors and his wife
were both feeling quite ill. So when they saw a
boat ready to make the two-hour trip to the
airport they climbed on board in the hope that
they could get a plane back to their home. They

didn't tell anyone what they were doing and they
didn't seek permission of the Assembly.

There was much concern when it was found that
they had left and rumours began spreading that
their sickness had been caused by an evil spirit.
These rumours caused much concern among the
chiefs of the village who were upset that such an
accusation should be made about a Christian
village. The Assembly was also concerned that
they had left without observing the proper
protocol.

Meanwhile when the pastor and his wife arrived
at the airport there were no spare seats on the
plane so they had to spend the night at the
village near the airport. He realised that he had
done the wrong thing by leaving the way he did
and so in the morning when they were feeling
better he and his wife returned to the Assembly.

A consultation between the chiefs, the moderator
and the clerk decided that there needed to be
some reconciliation between all those involved
in this incident.  So when the afternoon session
of the Assembly had finished everyone gathered
at a large open meeting area.  The clerk

introduced the proceedings and then the pastor
spoke, apologising to the moderator for leaving
without permission and to the chiefs for the
rumours which had resulted even though he had
said nothing about evil spirits.

He then presented a mat to the representative of
the chiefs as a sign of reconciliation. A spokesman
for the chiefs then spoke, accepting the apology
and in turn apologising to the pastor and his wife
that they should have become sick while staying
in his village. He then presented a mat to the
pastor in a sign of reconciliation.

With the relationships restored the pastor then
took his place again at the Assembly and
everything continued on as before. In Vanuatu
reconciliation plays a very important part in
maintaining good relationships between people.

The gospel message reminds us that
reconciliation is very important to God in
restoring relationships with his people. God was
willing to give his only son, Jesus Christ, to bring
about that reconciliation. “God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s
sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation.” 2 Cor 5: 19

Through the work of missions we take the
message of reconciliation to the world.

FISHERMEN IN AMBRYM ISLAND

ReconciliationBY ROBERT MCKEAN



Minister
ST PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, COWRA

Cowra's minister has recently retired, so we are looking for someone
to lead us into the future, as we bring the gospel to our community.
Our congregation seeks to serve Christ and challenge the community
in which we live.  There is currently a worship service each Sunday
morning; although basically traditional there is also an inclusion of
the more modern.  A traditional midweek Seniors’ service is held once
a month and every 5th week a short service is conducted at the two
aged care homes. As well, there is an irregular "Park Ministry" and a
week-long outreach program, with a children’s focus, each January.
We are seeking someone with an evangelical heart to help build our
church, whilst caring for the older members of our congregation.  For
more details please contact Rev. Tim Abbey (Interim Moderator) on
0490147449.

NOTICEBOARD:
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NoticeBoard

THE 10th ANNUAL
SERVICE OF 

THANKSGIVING 
THURSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2014

11AM

The friends of the Ferguson memorial Library, the Uniting Church Historical
Society and the Eunice Hunter memorial Library invite you to the 10th Annual
Service of Thanksgiving for the shared heritage of the Presbyterian and Uniting
Churches in NSW, the dedication of all involved in historical and archival activities,
and those who support them as part of their Christian vocation.

Scots Presbyterian Church, Margaret Street, Sydney
Minister: Rev. Dr. Iain C. Barclay  MBE, TD, FRSA  |  Guest speaker: Emeritus
Professor Kim Oates AM, Christian Paediatrician and expert on Child Abuse and
Neglect “Child Protection – Past, Present, and Future”

Time of fellowship over
light refreshments to follow 
Enquiries /  RSVP 
7 February 2014
9690 - 9331 or 8838 - 8974 

Hunter Baillie
125th

Anniversary
All are invited to the 125th Anniversary
of the Hunter Baillie Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Johnston St
Annandale at 3pm Sunday 
February 23, 2014.

It is hoped the State Governor will
be in attendance.  Guest Preacher 
will be the Rev Dr John Webster.

For details, please contact Rev Peter
Dunstan on 0298107869 or
dunstan@integritynet.com.au.

Presbyterian patients although we don’t just visit Presbyterian patients.
It depends on the particular hospital’s policy, but we are often called to
visit people of other religions including Hindu and Muslim.

“Ian actually wrote a paper on comparison of death and dying in
Hinduism and Islam for his Masters in Ministry through the Melbourne
School of Theology.

Having his office at Westmead, Morris says, is an additional benefit
because Westmead is a teaching hospital.  “That’s the reason I got my
office... because it was designed for a professor who ended up not
needing it,” Morris says. “I had had an office at Allowah Presbyterian
Children’s Hospital and then Westmead called me and offered me this
one. Space is at such a premium in hospital so I was very grateful and
blown away by the goodness of God.”

Morris has already been able to tap into the supply of medical students
at the hospital offering an Independent Learning Activity towards
holistic care/communication around spirituality and patient care, to
first year medical students.

“It’s a course approved by Sydney Uni medical school and aims to help
them have a better bedside manner and more spiritual assessment. It
is generally recognised these days that patients who have spiritual care
as well as medical care have better patient outcomes.”

Ian is excited at the career path before him. “I do enjoy teaching and
have had the opportunity to do some in the last few years,” he says,
“but I am grateful I can still spend time on the wards with the patients
as well.  “I am seeing that chaplains are well regarded by hospital staff
and at the kids’ hospital in particular we are highly valued as part of
the team.

“I think that chaplaincy has changed me as a person. I am very thankful
for the blessings I have, especially for my healthy children, and I really
enjoy the work. Being able to move forward and to help train new
chaplains is an added bonus.”

profile
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7



lastword:
with peter barnes

Rejoicing, Repeating and Warning
‘Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the

Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same
things to you again, and it is a safeguard for

you.  Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers,
those mutilators of the flesh.’    (Philippians 3 1-2) 

There is probably much to be said for the view that
here Paul writes in anticipation that the ‘dogs’
would show up rather than that they have already
shown up to disrupt the gospel work. In
Philippians Paul is rather clipped and brief
whereas there is the vigour and white-heat of
hand-to-hand combat in Galatians and 2
Corinthians 11-13, where the ‘dogs’ have been
barking for some time.

REJOICING 
In keeping with the tone of this letter, however,
Paul begins: ‘Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the
Lord!’ (3:1a). Actually, the word is not 'Finally' (as in
NIV, NKJV, RSV, ESV) or 'In conclusion' (as in the
GNB), nor does he say 'farewell' as in the NEB. It is
sometimes said that the definition of an optimist
is one who starts to get ready to leave when the
preacher says 'finally'. Paul uses the word in a
number of places where it need not be translated
‘finally’ and some where it obviously cannot be
translated that way (see 1 Cor.1:16; 4:2; 7:29; 1
Thess.4:1; 2 Thess.3:1). Paul is saying 'And so' (Peter
O'Brien) or ‘As for the rest’ (Gordon Fee), or 'To
proceed, then' (Alec Motyer). The context
determines whether it means 'finally' or not, and
it obviously does not here. So Paul is not winding
up his letter. 

Paul tells the Philippians to rejoice in the Lord – a
subject he has raised before (1:4, 18, 25; 2:2, 17, 18,
28, 29) and will raise again (4:4 – twice!, 10). It may
sound strange to us but rejoicing is not treated in
Scripture as something that we do when
something good happens to us. Rather, God
commands joy just as He commands love; it
is a product of our

contemplating our relationship to God in Jesus.
Martyn Lloyd-Jones says that rejoicing in the Lord
is 'one of the greatest safeguards against most of
the dangers that confront us'. In Nehemiah’s
memorable expression ‘the joy of the Lord is your
strength’ (Neh.8:10). 

Again we need to recall that when Paul wrote in
such a joyful spirit, he was, in fact, in prison. In
Alexander McLaren’s quaint description: ‘This bird
sings in a darkened cage.’ The Lord, not the
circumstances, is the source and the substance of
Paul’s joy. Any form of Christianity that stifles joy
and promotes a morose view of life is far removed
from the religion of the apostle Paul.

REPEATING
Paul goes on to give an apology for repeating
himself: ‘To write the same things to you is no
trouble to me and is safe for you.’ The apostles
knew how important it was to remind people of
what they were already supposed to know (see 2
Peter 1:13; 3:1). If you have heard of justification by
faith in Christ a thousand times, it is not too much
to hear it yet again. If you have been told from your
childhood that Christ is risen from the dead and
reigns forever from heaven, it is no burden to hear
it yet again. We need to constantly go over the
foundations of the faith. If you do not practise
something, you lose your skills. It is the same in the
Scriptures. 

We need to grow, sometimes by pressing further,
sometimes by going over what we should already
know. Paul does not go on in chapter 3 to repeat
anything to be found in chapters 1 and 2. So he is
probably referring to what he had told them while
he was there at Philippi - as in 3:18. It is unlikely
that John Eadie is correct in suggesting that Paul is
referring to a previous letter to the Philippians
which we do not now possess.

More likely it is that Paul had told them in person,
and now he was confirming that in writing. Dr

Samuel Johnson said: 'People need to be
reminded more often than they need to be

instructed.' In so much of modern Western
society there is what Alexander McLaren has

called the ‘diseased
craving for “originality”’.
Books and songs –
even Christian books
and songs – may be

discarded if they
were written

before the year
A.D.2000. We

ought never despise
hearing the old, old story

one more time. In the context
here it is, as Ben Witherington

puts it, ‘preventative medicine’
– Paul is seeking to ward off

a danger that he
considers is looming

near.

WARNING
‘Look out for the dogs, look out for the evil-doers,
look out for those who mutilate the flesh’ (3:2). The
most insidious attacks on the Christian faith are
not those which confront it head-on but those
which undermine it. It is clear from the New
Testament that Paul had more problems with the
Judaizers than with anyone else. These people
held to a 'Christ plus' gospel i.e. they believed in
salvation by Christ plus circumcision or Christ plus
keeping the Old Testament feasts. In Philippians 3,
Paul begins to tackle this group in a very direct
way.

The NIV leaves out the repetition of the verb, but
Paul says 'Watch out' or 'Beware' three times, like
three peals of a trumpet, says John Eadie. Paul is
quite animated in giving this warning. He is not
attacking the Jews – after all, he is a Jew, 3:5 - but
Judaizers. In the epistle to the Galatians the
Judaizers were Gentiles who had become more
Jewish than the Jews. These people distorted the
way of salvation. Nowadays, nobody likes
theological controversy so we put up with
everything. 

Paul speaks strongly here. He uses alliteration in
that each of the three terms begins with the Greek
letter k. We might refer to them as ‘canines,
criminals and cutters’.  First, watch out for the
'dogs', which are not to be thought of as man’s
best friend (see Deut.23:18; 1 Sam.17:43; Matt.7:6;
15:26-27; Rev.22:15). Many a Roman villa had a
‘Beware of the dog’ sign on it.  The dogs are
workers of iniquity, which Psalm 22:16 has already
linked together. And they are mutilators of the
flesh, ‘the false circumcision’ as the NASB explains.
God commanded circumcision in the Old
Testament period (Lev.12:3). But He forbade any
cutting of the flesh (Lev.19:28; 21:5; Deut.14:1). 

Paul is saying that with the coming of the Messiah,
circumcision becomes a form of mutilation, not
unlike the Baal worshippers in Elijah’s day who cut
themselves in the hope that Baal would hear them
(1 Kings 18:28).  Paul has already exploded against
the mutilators when he tried to haul the Galatians
back from the Judaizing gospel (see Gal.5:12). You
can carry out circumcision for health reasons if you
wish, but people who practise it for religious
reasons are virtually saying that the Messiah has
not yet come.

To take on circumcision is to commit oneself to the
whole law (Gal.5:3), which no one can keep
(Gal.3:10; 6:13), and to fall from the gospel of grace
(Gal.5:2). Judaizers think we need to add to what
Christ has done on the cross. But Christ's work is
perfect; we cannot add anything to it (Heb.10:14).
You would do better trying to improve a sonata by
Bach or a painting by Rembrandt than trying to
add to the work of Christ. The Judaizers do not
attack the Bible by engaging in immoral acts or
flagrantly thumbing their noses at God. They
distort the gospel in a way which is easily
overlooked.  


