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COVER: FAMILY MAN: Moderator-elect Rev Mark
Powell enjoys some time out with his wife and
children. Life will get busier after he becomes the
third youngest Moderator ever at the July
General Assembly.
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

WITH WAYNE RICHARDS

DESTROYED FOR A
LACK OF
KNOWLEDGE

We find ourselves
well into the New Year
with lots of exciting
things happening in
during 2014.

The Presbyterian Theological
Centre has moved into their new
purpose built digs — ‘Christ
College’at Burwood in NSW.The
second stage for Seniors
Independent Living, is well on the way. We are
encouraged and inspired by Dr Timothy Keller of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York spending
time with us in March.

How we can better reach our cities and our whole
nation for God is a Gospel imperative.The ‘Revitalising
Preaching’ three day intensive study course on
Preaching under the auspices of the Moderator
General, Rt Rev David Cook, kicks off at Christ College
in mid-June.The NSW General Assembly begins the
first week in July2014.

And there will be a lot of vital measures happening in
local congregations and groups throughout NSW and
the ACT this year.Hopefully, it will be a year of learning,
effectively communicating the Gospel and growth.

As we busy ourselves it remains important of course to
stay focused on our core purposes. The first of which
is to know better the God with whom we have to do.
It seems in this modern world it is impossible to get
anything done without organising events, meetings,
programs, groups and special occasions. It is
important to engage in gospel ministries of mercy too.
To the extent these things help us attain our purpose
is all the better. Yet, if we do not really know who we

This edition marks the sixth birthday of The
Presbyterian Pulse magazine which has firmly
established itself as the denomination’s prime source
of information sharing between the General Assembly,
General Office, Committees, Ministries and church-
goers. Together with the website www.pcnsw.org.au
and more recently, the iPhone and Android app, the
Pulse has brought the PCNSW in the modern age of
communications.

From our very first 20 page edition in April 2008, when
we featured a cover photo of and a story from recently
returned Nepal missionary Naomi Reed, reflections
from then Moderator David Seaman, a preview to PY
Winter Camp, a profile of M and M superintendent

seek to worship we run the risk of
becoming like Israel of the Old
Testament.The laments, prophecies and
judgements against God’s own people
should make for sobering reading for
the Church.

Itis critical that we have a clear and robust testimony
to the world in times when Christian cultural memory
has faded from public considerations.

To do that, we must know our God truly. The danger
must be that if we are too consumed with event
management the message becomes over simplified,
we all think we know it and move on to other things,
just like Israel of old.

Let's avoid the risk of the ignorance that comes from
shallowness — a message that is a mile wide and one
inch deep. It is in fact possible to operate both a mile
wide and mile deep at the same time.

Some churches today risk being little more than
spiritual day care centres where we entertain and
amuse spiritual babies. It is time to move beyond
kindergarten Christianity. In rightly seeking to raise
the dead let’s never forget to feed the sheep. By
faithfully nourishing the sheep the powerful saving
message of Christ is always present. A Gospel-Lite,
made to suit the social media age where the shortand
eloquent trumps substance, can sometimes be made
the main diet of congregations. Meat over milk is
required to have an adult impact on the world.

The better we know God then the better our lives will
be and the better we can explain Him to others.
Knowledge of God, His character and His honour
become the motivating drive. That relationship
becomes the empowering factor. Surely God wants
people to be taught about Himself publicly — in church
- not constrained to bible studies,camps, conferences,
programs or college.

During this year, in doing the foundational things of
gathering publicly together as His people week by
week, we want to connect with Him first and foremost
while then connecting with each other,as we strive to
connect meaningfully with our communities. May we
never allow our pulpit teaching time to be wasted
with brief sentimental homilies that only paralyse
God’s people.

God declared through the prophet Hosea “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge."[Hosea 4:6]. Would
it not be superb if 2014 was a ‘Really knowing God
better and making Him better known’year!

Bruce Meller and a news story on drought relief, the
Pulse has been there to provide news, information,
enlightenment and encouragement.

This edition, we again feature a story on an appeal for
drought relief. PY is calling for campers for its
upcoming camp. Our profile is on the Moderator-
nominate, Mark Powell and we track down Naomi
Reed to see where God has been leading her.

We also have grown - to 28 pages, including special
features from PY, Jericho Road and APWM. Of course,
we could not publish the Pulse without the prayerful
and practical support of our team of contributors and
our readers. Many thanks to our volunteer proof
reader Betty Thompson who puts many hours in each
month to ensure the magazine is as gremlin-free as
possible.

MISSING PULSE: The Feb/Mar’14 edition of the Pulse
was not produced this year for logistical reasons. You
did not miss it, we missed publishing it. We sincerely
apologise for the inconvenience.
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MODERATOR GENERAL CALLS FOR

DROUGHT AID
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Moderator General Rt Rev David
Cook has called on Christians to
support an appeal to raise funds
for people affected by drought.

Mr Cook cited the example where, when last
October bushfires ravaged the Springwood area
of NSW and 200 homes were lost, the church and
district were overwhelmed by generous help.

“One hopes that there is a similar response to the
devastation caused by the recent bushfires in
Victoria and South Australia,” he said.

“There is an equally devastating disaster at the
moment, though, because it is gradual, it seems to
go unnoticed.

“There is a severe drought in Western Queensland,
North West and Western NSW. These areas take in
the presbyteries of Moree, New England and

PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL

ALLOWAH MEETS THE

STANDARDS

Allowah Presbyterian Children’s
Hospital again has been
subjected to the Australian
Council on Health Care
Standards Accreditation System
and has been granted another
four years as an accredited
hospital.

Director, Disability Services, Colin Llewellyn, has
welcomed the news, saying it is a tremendous
achievement for all those involved at the hospital
and the wider church family.

“Accreditation is public recognition by a health
care accreditation body of the achievement of
accreditation standards by a health care
organisation, demonstrated through an
independent external peer assessment of that
organisation's level of performance in relation to
the standards,” he said.

“The Australian Council on Health Care Standards
conducted the audit over two full days. Allowah
needed and achieved the principles upon which
all ACHS programs are developed reflecting the
characteristics displayed by an improving
organisation. “Although we still await the final
report, our staff are a very special, caring and
skilled team and they deserve great credit for this

Central West in NSW and Darling Downs and
North Queensland in Queensland.

“Here is one example: Our son-in-law, David Burge
is the Presbyterian Minister in Walcha. The
population of the district is 5000. David is
currently the only Protestant minister in town.

“Walcha is a Northern Tablelands town. Grazing is
the key industry and it is a fine wool centre. They
have just had the driest summer for 132 years and
in six weeks'time will be carting water to the town
at a daily cost of $30,000.

“There is no pasture and flocks have been
reduced, stock is hand fed and moved to the
roadsides for agistment. Most farmers are already
well overdrawn at the banks.

“David is organizing community prayer meetings
and has advertised, in the local newspaper, his
availability to farmers who would like to talk
through their worries. David’s experience would

achievement. We also acknowledge the
unmerited favour of our awesome God who
watches over this very unique ministry.”

Located in Sydney’s Dundas and believed to be
the only hospital of its kind in Australia, Allowah is
amodern 44 bed hospital which cares for children
and young people up to the age of 18 with
physical and intellectual disabilities such as
genetic or chromosomal disorders, birth trauma,
cerebral palsy, head injuries,and diseases acquired
after birth.

It currently is supporting more than 80 families
mainly from NSW.

Mr Llewellyn said Allowah was vital in supporting
the children as well as their families, and was
credited with keeping families together that
otherwise would fracture because of the
incredible strain placed on them.

Points considered by the accreditation team
included:

> A consumer focus in care provision is
demonstrated by:

2 Understanding the needs and expectation of
present and potential consumers / patients

2 Ensuring consumers / patients are the priority

2 Evaluating the service from the consumer /
patient perspective

Effective leadership demonstrates responsibility
and commitment to excellence in care provision,
quality improvement and performance by:

2 Providing direction for the organisation /
health service

» Pursuing the ongoing, development of
strategies, systems and methods for achieving
excellence

| > NEWs:

be multiplied throughout our parishes.

“Please pray for rain. Also pray that those in these
areas will be humbled before God and realize their
dependence on Him and cry out to Him in a way
that they may not in good times.

“And, in Scripture, we are rarely urged just to pray,
we must pray but can also provide assistance.
Money for our ministers to distribute as part of
their pastoral duties would be very helpful.

“I am therefore calling on the Church to pray
earnestly and to give generously for this need.”

Here's how you may give:

> To the Public Emergency Fund of the
Presbyterian Church:

> NSW contact:
Elizabeth McClean (emcclean@pcnsw.org.au)

2 Ministers should apply for grants to the State
representatives.

Mr Cook said an advertisement was being run by
Emergency Services in NSW that said, “talking
about a bushfire survival plan is not the same as
having a bushfire survival plan’

“The Lord Jesus said in John 13:17,in the context
of washing one another’s feet - "now that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do

m

them,” he said.

2 Inspiring and motivating the workforce and
encouraging employees to contribute, develop
and learn

2 Considering proposals that are innovative and
creative

Continuous improvement - management and
staff demonstrate how they continually strive to
improve the quality of care. Continuous
improvement assists the organisation / health
service through:

> Looking for ways to improve as an essential of
everyday practice

> Consistently achieving and maintaining quality
care that meets consumer / patient needs

2 Monitoring outcomes in consumer / patient
care and seeking opportunities to improve
both the care and its results.

Evidence of outcomes - organisations depend
on the measurement and analysis of performance.
Indicators of good care processes or, wherever
possible, outcomes of care, demonstrate a
commitment to maintaining quality and striving
for ongoing improvement by:

> Providing critical data and information about
key processes, outputs and results

2 Reflecting those factors that lead to improved
health and/or quality of life for consumers /
patients or to better operational performance.
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THAN K GUD FDR DU R N Ew Guests on the night, including past and present staff and students, were treated
to tours of the building, which is the first stage of a development which will

include independent living units facing another street.
Presbyterian Theological Centre Committee Convener Steven Pym welcomed
the guests before Mr Langford prayed and declared the building officially open.

The address was given by college principal, lan Smith, who said despite the new
building with a new name, the Church and college stands “where it has always

It was only through God's providence and stood

fo resight that the PCNSW had been able to “One of the carpenters working on site had a stroke of brilliance,” he said. We told
. S him we were intending to have a wooden stage, and he said what about the

acquire the necessa ry land to build its new timber from the principal’s office next door. You can join the argument about

theo[ogjca[ centre — Christ Co[[ege —onthe whether it is Huon Pine or Cypress Pine or some other wood - but it's in great

condition. It's not just beautiful timber; it's beautiful symbolism. We're standing

site of the former PTC in Burwood. where we've always stood.

“The world is changing dramatically,and the challenges of theological education

That was the message the Moderator, Colin Langford, gave to the three have never been more pressing

hundred-strong crowd at the official opening of the multi-million dollar

centre in February. “Changing technology does not only change the way we deliver learning, it

. o o changes the way the next generation learns.
In unveiling a plaque to commemorate the dedication of the building

to the service of God, Mr Langford asked people to remember God's
blessing in the provision of the four blocks of land which Christ College
occupies.

“At the Reformation the printing press revolutionised people’s access to the
Scriptures. It changed everything. But the Reformers were keen to say that they
continued in the teaching of the Apostles. They stood where the true church has
always stood. Luther said‘here | stand, | can do no other"”
“There are many people who have contributed to get us to where we
are today but | am not going to mention any names for fear of missing
someone out,” he said.”But to all who have over the years contributed
to Theological Education in the Presbyterian Church in NSW we give

thanks and we should be proud of this new College complex.

Dr Smith pointed to a few changes - “we’ve changed our name, changed our
building, changed our address, changed our email address, changed our logo -
the phone number is still the same - but amidst these changes, we are standing
where we have always stood.

“I now declare this building for Christ College officially open and ask “We are equipping people through the Scriptures that under the Lordship of

each of us to remember that “Christ is for all of life” Christ the church would be built and the world be transformed by the power of
the Gospel.”

www.christcollege.edu.au I i m
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He talked about the site on which the college
stands as the home of the Wangal people,
whose best-known member was Bennelong,
and of an Australian senator at the time of
Federation.

He also reflected on the Scriptures. “When |
thought about what to say at the opening, my
mind went straight to Peter’s Confession in
Matthew 16:You are the Christ, the son of the
Living God.

Jesus was with his students and he asks in
verse 15,” who do you say that | am: Peter, that
kid who is always first to put his hand up says,
‘you are the Christ, the Son of the living God'

“When Peter declared Jesus to be the Christ,
he is saying Jesus is the Messiah of OT
expectation.Jesus is the long awaited King, the
one anointed by God. From his mother’s knee,
Peter had been told that when the Christ
comes, he would go to Jerusalem and sit on a
throne and defeat his enemies.

“This is not the first time that Peter has
recognised Jesus’ right to rule. Peter had left
his nets to follow Jesus. But now he recognises
that Jesus is the Christ.

“And Jesus, his teacher, says correct. He says:
‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you,but my
Father who is in heaven!

“But as is so often the case in a theological
college, knowing the right answer is not
always the end of the story but opens more
doors. And Jesus explains that the Christ must
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from
the elders and chief priests and scribes,and be
killed and on the third day be raised.”

Dr Smith pointed out that in a day when
churches and theological colleges were
becoming more market driven, developing
logos, websites and narratives, the temptation
to talk ourselves up was ever before us.

“But the Christ that we follow at Christ College
teaches us the way of sacrifice,” he said.”"The
way of denying self. The way of humility. The
way of the cross.

“And Jesus tells Peter what the next step will
be. He says, verse 18, and | tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock | will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"

“And of course the church that Jesus refers to
here is not what we call a denomination.
Tonight is not an opportunity for Presbyterian
pride. Our world is changing and younger
people see denominations in a way that is very
different from their grandparents,and not only
is it different, but | believe it's better, as it is
more about belief than heritage.”

-
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PULSE TURNS SIX ..

. AND GHECKS

IN'ON FOUNDING COLUMNIST NAOMI

As the Pulse celebrates its sixth
birthday this month, we caught
up with our first columnist,
former missionary turned writer,
author and speaker Naomi Reed,
to find out where God has led
her since we wished her well on
her new path.

“I have too many good ideas!”the Blue Mountains
resident says, laughing. “The latest one happened
in April last year.l was contacted by Emily Cobb in
Moree (from SU), who asked me to run drama
workshops and evening performances, in the
north-west, with an aim to present the gospel to
non-church families. | said yes!

“Then she wanted to know if | could bring a team
with me, to incorporate music and story into the
drama performances, and involve up to 80
children in each place? “I said yes again.| would
love to.Then | sat at our laptop for a fortnight,and
the story seeped out from beneath my fingers.

‘A long time ago there was a wide open valley,
with rich pasture and wild flowers and animals of
every kind - slithering lizards and swaying
elephants and swinging monkeys and leggy
giraffes and brown bears and kangaroos and even
a prickly old tree porcupine. The whole of the
valley was an open-plain zoo. But the best thing
about the zoo was the Zookeeper. He loved the
animals.He'd chosen each of them,and every day
he walked with them and talked with them, and
reminded them they could play wherever they
wanted in the valley, but the one place they
couldn't play was on the other side of the

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

GELEBRATING THE
PAST BUT PLANNING
THE FUTURE

BY BARBARA BULLEN | PWA STATE PRESIDENT

‘When they heard this, they
raised their voices together in
prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord,”
they said, "you made the
heavens and the earth and the
sea, and everything in them"”/
Acts 4:24

| rejoice as | see what the Lord has provided for us.
For this we must give thanks and continue to

proclaim God’s Word which is the fullest
revelation by God.Through our work in PWA this

06THEPULSE

sparkling river, in the dark forest. Do you think
they wanted to? What would happen if they did?
Would the Zookeeper still love them? Would he
have a plan to bring them home?’

“By the end of the fortnight, | had the idea and the
script and the team. Mel began working on masks
and costumes and craft ideas.Sam started writing
scripts for teenagers. Bruce began working on
lyrics and song ideas.

“I practised the script with our sons and anyone
else who walked through the door.They all liked
it. Soon, | wondered whether it would work as a
picture book,and an enhanced CD,and a package
for kids clubs, and schools, and family services
with puppets... and then of course a Disney
movie?”

Before they journeyed to the north-west, Naomi
and her team presented The Zookeeper at
Winmalee Presbyterian Church. “I was nervous,”
she said.”What if it didn't work? What if the kids
didn't like it or respond to the message and the
puppets and the Zookeeper’s Son? What if | was
kidding myself? It's so easy to get muddled up
sometimes... or to think that we can define our
ideas by our own very limited viewpoint.”

Then just before the Winmalee service, she read 2
Thessalonians 1:11-12 again.“With this in mind
(the return of Jesus), we constantly pray for you
that our God may count you worthy of his calling,
and that by his power he may fulfil every good
purpose of yours and every act prompted by your
faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

“It’s such a lovely reminder.| often have too many
good ideas, and overly optimistic faith, but it's

is what we have been doing for over 100 years. To
have such a godly network of women in most
parishes in NSW is a gift from God.

This year we have much to celebrate and give
thanks for.We will be celebrating 50 years of the
PWA (prior to this it was called The Guild). To
commemorate this, we held a Thanksgiving
service on Thursday March 27 in Scots Church
Sydney. Prior to this there was a Heritage Display
featuring our Missionary work in Asia and PWA
over the past 100 years.The Heritage Committee
does some wonderful displays and have regular
exhibitions at Scots Church Sydney.

Also in 2014, we are celebrating 100 years of PWA
Market; 30 years of Ceilidhs visiting parishes in
NSW (this year visiting the Dubbo Parish); 10 years
of PWA Craft Camp; nearly 50 years of PWA Bible
Study Camp; 30 years of PWA Park Patrol (feeding
the homeless - an activity in conjunction with
Presbyterian Social Services) and 125 years of
PWMU (Missionary work through women in the
PWA). The PWMU has representatives on the NSW
APWM Committee.

Following the Thanksgiving Service we had our
State Council Meeting on Friday morning and

good to remember that God is the one who
makes us worthy of his calling, and he fills our
(excessively) good ideas and acts of faith with his
own power - for his purposes, so that the Lord
Jesus may be glorified in us and through us...
because there’s an extraordinary day ahead, when
Jesus will come back, and in that day he will ‘be
marveled at among all those who have believed’
(v 10).

“And The Zookeeper went really well at Winmalee
and in the north-west! People cried in the right
places and were astounded by God'’s love and
plan for them. For me, it reminded me that God
loves the kids (and parents) more than we do,and
he has a plan to rescue them from the darkness,
through his Son... and he'll keep doing that, until
he comes again. And we may not ever produce
the picture book, or the enhanced CD, never mind
the movie... but that’s okay, because today, what
matters is that we're faithful to him, with the small
thing in front of us - the lines for the next event -
the churches and schools next month, and as we
do that, we trust that he'll fulfil his purposes, in his
good time and someone, somewhere will know
deeply that they're loved by the Zookeeper.

For more information or to book The Zookeeper,
contact Naomi’s manager, Leeanne Smith on
0295013421 or go to Naomi's website at
www.naomireed.info

then a Presbytery Group Representatives (PGR)
Workshop which concluded on Saturday after
lunch.We have 17 PGRs throughout NSW.

As well as the connections with the State
Assembly Committees mentioned above, the
PWA is involved with Ministry and Mission, the
Ferguson Library, Presbyterian Youth and we are
hoping to be able to become more involved with
the PTC. All of this (together with the many
comments made at the NSW General Assembly
by the conveners of such Committees) shows
that the PWA always strives to be an important
and relevant part of our Church committee
structure, whilst seeking to serve the Lord“on the
ground.”

This is an exciting year for PWA during which we
will be celebrating the past, but at the same time
we will be planning so as to continue to do the
work that the Lord has put on our hearts into the
future. This planning includes expanding the
work of PWA so we can continue to be relevant
in the years and generations to come. Please pray
for the women in our churches in continuing
Women’s Ministry so that we may continue to
grow in God'’s love.



PROFILE WITH KAREN THORNTON

'YOUNGSTER’ MARK SEES
MODERATORSHIP as A way T0 SERVE

At 42, Cornerstone church
minister Mark Powell is set to
become the third youngest
Moderator of the Presbyterian
Church of NSW's General
Assembly. He tells KAREN
THORNTON, it's a nomination he
could not decline.

When Cornerstone Strathfield associate minister
Mark Powell was contacted by the Clerk of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
NSW (PCNSW), Rev Dr Paul Logan, and told he had
been nominated to take on the role of Moderator
of the PCNSW General Assembly in 2014, he was
in shock!

Mark, who is 42 now but will be 43 by the time the
Assembly Opens at PLC Sydney in July, thought a
lot about his church and family commitments (he
has six kids including a baby) but
knew that it was a job he should
accept, “Christ College principal lan
Smith said to me some years ago that
as Presbyterian ministers we are a
servant of the court of the Church; so
if the court asks us to do something,
then we should do it,and not decline,”
he says, juggling baby Noah on his
knee as we chat in his Sydney home.
“lan’s exhortation made a big
impression on me and so that is one
of the major reasons why | took it on.

“Likewise, the current Moderator
General, (Rt Rev) David Cook, who put
forward my name for nomination also
encouraged me that the role was a terrific
opportunity to serve the Church and bring glory
to Christ.”

With the July Assembly not too far away, Mark says
that, while somewhat daunted, he is also really
looking forward to it.”At the end of the day, the
role of the Moderator is fairly well set out. | met
with Paul Logan and (deputy clerk) John Irvine
recently and they went over a 27(!) point checklist
of what would be expected of me - everything
from chairing the actual Assembly, visiting
schools, taking a letter to the Governor, visiting
presbyteries ...

“When you look at it, chairing the Assembly and
keeping it running smoothly is the most
important part of the role. | believe that the best
umpire is one that sets guidelines and is invisible
so hopefully, by God’s grace, | will be able to do
that.”

“l am also looking forward to the visits to the
schools and presbyteries. My wife, being a mum
to six kids, won't be able to come with me for a lot
of them, but an Elder from our church has
generously offered to go on the road with me,
which I think is very good “Presbyterian” way of
doing things.”

“l once heard our current Moderator General,
David Cook, say in a sermon that God so loved the
world that He visited . . ."“His words had a big
impact on me and | have tried to make regular
pastoral visitation a key part of my ministry.

Mark sees the third major opportunity for him as
Moderator as being involved in written
communications, whether through the column he
will pen for the Pulse or other means. He likes the
idea of blogging and is involved with AP
(Australian Presbyterian) magazine.

“The Presbyterian Church of Australia is not an
archaic institution. There are a lot of good things
happening in the denomination and | think we
have a really bright future. | am especially
encouraged by what God is doing in the multi
ethnic churches. We have seen tremendous

growth amongst these and it is wonderful to see
how the LORD is bringing the nations to Himself.
“We're seeing Presbyterianism change to be
young and multi-cultural set on a really good
theological platform.”

Mark’s own parish ministry at Cornerstone, where
he is one of 2 associate ministers serving under
the Rev.C.S.Tang, is comprised of many who are
from an ABC (Australian Born Chinese)
background although the congregation itself is
becoming increasingly multi-cultural.

Those who knew Mark growing up might be
somewhat surprised at his current role but Mark is
confident that God has him precisely where He
wants him.

“I was born in Box Hill NSW, near Dural,and came
from a devout Roman Catholic family which
attended mass once a week and sent me for a
private Catholic school education,”he says. “When
| was younger | was seriously considering
becoming a teaching brother.But my mum was a
semi-professional tennis player and | inherited her
abilities on the court.In fact, Dad built her a tennis
court and so | had no option but to play tennis.”

At the end of high school Mark was offered a
tennis scholarship to the United States to play on
the university circuit and given the choice
between Oklahoma State or Christ College Irvine
(@ Lutheran University) — “In my mind it was a
choice basically between cornfields or
Disneyland’ he said. He chose Disneyland.

| > PROFILE:

“I finished my HSC in 1988 and less than a week
later started uni in the US.My tennis partner asked
me once what a Roman Catholic was doing in a
Lutheran college and whether there was going to
be a problem. | told him | thought Martin Luther
was the black guy they had shot and was involved
in all that civil strife they had had in the 60s..."
Obviously, | knew very little of the difference
between Protestants and Catholics. | asked my
mum once what the difference was and her reply
was“they're just people who wanted to be able to
get a divorce!”

Over the next 4 years he says he came to see a
difference between being “religious” and that of
being a“Christian.” The former was all about you
had to DO whereas the latter was simply a matter
of what Christ had DONE.

Studying anthropology, his moment of
conversion came during a two month internship
in Honduras. “We worked with a tribe of Indians
in the jungle which had been reached by Wycliffe
missionaries and they wanted help translating
gospel tracks. It was two hours by Jeep
to anywhere. In the final week | was
burning some food scraps on the
bonfire and trod on a green Mambre
(sort of like a King Brown) snake. As | did,
one of the guys with me, a gridiron
coach, tackled me and got me out of the
way, but as a result the snake bit him on
7 the forearm and he became veryill.

“I remember thinking, if | had been
bitten and died, where would | go? For
the first time in my life | realised that |
had definitely not been good enough to
go to heaven and that because of my sin
God would send me to hell.l said, "Lord,
| will follow you, but help me, reveal
yourself to me so | know what is true.
When | got back to the States, | asked the chaplain
what | needed to do to be forgiven and he
referred me to Numbers 21 and asked me if | had
read John 3:14-15.

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up that everyone who believes may have
eternal life in him.”

“It was one of the light bulb moments,” Mark says.
“I said to the chaplain,’'Wow that’s all you have to
DO - look to Jesus on the cross and you'll be
saved? Mate, that's the best thing | have ever
heard, you should tell that to everyone!

Not everyone was excited though about his
spiritual discovery. Back home, Mark’s parents
thought he had been “brain washed” and “duped
into some kind of cult”but he knew he wanted to
follow the Bible and wanted to do ministry.

Afew years later he entered Moore College where
he met his wife-to-be Angie and then towards the
end of his studies he decided to become a
Presbyterian minister, which meant an extra 1.5
years of study at the Presbyterian Theological

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

07THEPULSE



___ > ETHIG: |

THE RESURGENCE OF
SOCIAL CONCERN

On a steamy Thursday evening,
as storms rumbled around the
west of Sydney, more than a
hundred of us packed into the

Arabic Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in Toongabbie to hear
about asylum seekers.

For me, it was a hope-filled
night. It showed that there are
people in our churches who are
interested in tackling some of
the difficult issues in society
with compassion and it helped
me imagine that Australians
may start to change the way we
think about refugees, despite
political rhetoric and media
scaremongering.

Australian Presbyterians don't
have a long record of concern for
social justice. For most of our history our social

ETHICS
AND
VALUES

concern has been stability and productivity, we've
supported ‘law and order, and campaigned on
‘moral issues. (And most of those deserved our
concern).

The pews of Presbyterian churches have been
filled with farmers, small business owners, doctors,
teachers, managers and civil servants — not the
breeding ground for radical politics.

Since 1977, when we ‘continued’ rather than join
the Uniting Church, we've been even more
cautious about getting involved with social issues.
The ‘social gospel’ was one of the errors of the
‘liberal years: In this, we fitted the pattern of many
evangelicals in the twentieth century who have
generally been wary that social activism would

08THEPULSE

overwhelm a clear gospel emphasis (and not
without reason).

We invested in clarifying our doctrinal position, developing
theological education and focussing on preaching and
evangelism. When we spoke out about social issues, it was
normally to warn about moral decline or to protect our own
interests. Of course there were always exceptions, but the
general rule was that evangelicals did evangelism and the
liberals did social justice.

Things are changing.Around the world there is a resurgence of
social concern among evangelicals. Partly this is because
evangelicalism is growing in societies where there are clear
injustices and desperate social needs.The explosion of church
growth in the developing world and new global connections
means we just cannot ignore the needs,and we start to notice
them in our own backyard as well.

We've also started to notice biblical themes which have been
downplayed.The social gospel was that we could establish the
kingdom of God now, ending poverty and bringing justice.The
evangelical reaction was to go to the other extreme and say
the kingdom is in God’s hands; and all we can do is share the
news of Jesus, pray and wait for heaven. As things often go, this
was an over-reaction.

More recently, there has been a growing recognition that while
we can't build the kingdom now, we can and must live for it. We
must proclaim Jesus and we love people like Jesus did. Our
hope is not for souls saved in heaven, but resurrection in the
city of God in a new creation.

And hope shapes life now, so if God will restore bodies and
society and creation fully and finally, then we should care
about all of these now. The Old Testament prophets are still
relevant to us when they call for social justice and care for the
poor. Evangelical thinking about the kingdom, creation and
society has deepened and there is growing evangelical social
conscience.

COMMENTARY BY
JOHN M°CLEAN

We can't transform society and create the kingdom, that is not
an excuse for complacency. We can serve and bless our
neighbours and that must be part of our witness.

Now, even Australian Presbyterians are starting to get that
message and the night at Toongabbie was one sign. Mike
Wilson, from Ministry and Mission, organised the event as one of
the MACH (Ministry Across Cultural Horizons) events. Allan
Asher, former Federal ombudsman and participant in the SBS
program Go Back to Where You Came From, spoke about a
Christian view of refugee policy.Phin Tang from the Community
Migrant Resource Centre in Parramatta shared about some of
the practical ways refugees need help.

They are both Christians actively involved with refugees’
concerns and well informed about the area. In all the busyness
of the end of the year, people turned up in numbers. And most
of them came from the Western suburbs, just where tough
policies on asylum seekers are meant to win votes.

That is not the only sign of change. Around the state local
churches are asking how they can engage with their community
and care for the struggling as well as connecting with mercy
ministries in other parts of the world. We certainly haven't
worked this out alone, but we seem to be part of global
rediscovery of social concern for evangelicals. We've got a long
way to go, but there is a start.

The MACH evening tackled one of the tough political issues. It
seems complicated and certainly divisive.In fact it shouldn't be
that complicated, at least not for Christians. Allan Asher helped
to make that clear.Around the world there are huge numbers of
refugees, with currently little or no hope of living anything like
what wed call a’normal life! They can’t make their families safe.

As Christians, who know that God has cared for us in our
desperate need, this is a situation we can't ignore. If we are
concerned about abortion and legalised euthanasia because
we want to protect the weak, who are made in God'’s image,
then it makes sense to be concerned about refugees as well.

Our view of the issue must not be obscured by the ugly political
rhetoric and inhumane policies which have grown over the last
decade. Despite the impression we are given, Australia is not at
any risk of being swamped by refugees.Since 1948 Australia has
settled about 800,000 refugees, from Europe, Asia and Africa.
Each of those generations of arrivals has added to Australian
society (and to our economy). There is no reason to think that
welcoming refugees now will be different.In 2011-12, Australia
took about 13,000 refugees.

Successive recent governments have treated refugees and
asylum seekers with suspicion and aimed to make their arrival
as difficult and uncomfortable as possible, especially for boat
arrivals. In 2001 Ashmore Island, Cartier Islands, Christmas Island,
and Cocos Islands were excised from the migration zone. This
means that unauthorised arrivals in these area have no right to
apply for a visa, and while they make seek asylum, Australia is
exempted from its normal obligation to allow them to settle
permanently and to allow access to our courts. The legislation
also granted the government power to move unauthorised
arrivals to a third country.

Other islands have since been excluded from the migration
zone, and in May last year the whole of mainland Australia was
also excluded! In the meantime, unauthorised arrivals were
placed in detention, often in extremely harsh conditions, either
in Australia or off-shore.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26



DO WE PRAISE

60D ENOUGH?

BY REV CHRIS BALZER

| read this recently, and it really
made me think. | pray that it will
make you also think.

"Praise creates space for faith to grow - it digs and
rakes and weeds the seedbed of the soul. Praise is
the compass to help us get our bearings, even and
especially when the sky is dark and the scenery
unfamiliar. Praise is a polemical act - it is a
dismissal of every rival claim. | praise God's Word
and words when, instead of focusing on my fears,
my anxiety, my problems, my weakness, my
multitudinous disabilities, | turn what he has said
into personal affirmations."

| would want to also add: "l praise God's works,

PARLIAMENTARY
PRAYER

BY RT REV DAVID COOK

| have talked to believers fervent
to support the maintenance of
the Lord’s Prayer at the opening
of Parliament and others who
are ambivalent, after all they say,
itis just an empty rite,
meaningless to the majority of
politicians.

I know that for many ministers the Lord'’s Prayer is
no longer prayed for the same reason, the fear
that some are merely mouthing the words
without thought and internal involvement.

The Lord’s Prayer of course is the family prayer and
| believe ought to be included in our services.
Surely that is where the family gathers and the
Lord’s Prayer is for the family gathering.

But what of Parliament?

When Gresham Machen was asked what he
thought of the evangelist Billy Sunday, he
responded that he did not know him personally,
but he respected him for his enemies. To have
enemies like Billy Sunday’s he must be doing
something right.

Seeing that it is the Greens who want the Lord’s
Prayer abandoned, is in my view, a very good
reason to support its retention. But are there
other good reasons?

The fact that our Federal representatives
acknowledge the Christian heritage of our nation,
enshrined in our Constitution, surely is a good
thing. The fact that there are many in the
population and in the Parliament, who know the

what God has done in the world and in
my life; in the life of my local
congregation."

In case you think that this judgement is
not true of modern Christians, please
think for a moment of your private prayer
time, your daily Quiet Time with God. |
presume that you read a reasonable
portion of the Bible, God's Word.

| presume that you pray.But HOW do you
pray? What sort of prayers does God hear from
your heart? Do your private prayers consist almost
entirely of a 'shopping list' of your wants and
needs?

Please think for another moment of your
congregation's Prayer Meeting (if there is one —
and if you attend). Here again, very often a
'shopping list' and very little praise of our all-
powerful God.

For those of you who have the wonderful
privilege (and responsibility) of leading your
congregation in corporate prayer in church on a
Sunday morning, please think about the content
of those prayers to which all those present that
day are asked to assent by saying 'Amen'.

Fatherhood of God through His Son, Jesus Christ,
means that such a prayer is representative of real
desire and needs.

The praying of such prayer by Speaker, Brownyn
Bishop, a professing believer, may well open
opportunities for witness both within the
Parliament and the nation; after all, to call the God
of the universe, our Father, is a radical concept.

However, the words of Isaiah to Israel are apt,
“These people come near to me with their mouth
and honour me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me” (Isaiah 29:13). This was to be Isaiah's
hard ministry, preaching to a people who hear
but don't understand, see but don't perceive
(Isaiah 6:9). But a direct application to the Federal
Parliament of Australia is not appropriate, since
we are not a nation in covenant relationship with
God, as was Israel.

Yet the concerns of Isaiah tells us that the
mouthing of empty words before God, if they do
not represent the heart, mind and inner life, is
abhorrent to God’s character, an unmissable
reality, given the warnings against partaking in
the Lord’s supper in a ritualistic way.

We are urged to pray for our leaders (Matthew
17:24-27, Matthew 22:15-22, Romans 13:1-7, 1
Timothy 2:1-3,). We are to pray that they will so
lead, that peace may prevail, so that Christians can
get on with gospel ministry, unhindered by the
fear of persecution.

And, we ought to pray, that the praying of the
Lord’s Prayer, showing respect for the Christian
heritage of our nation, may lead to that respect
reflecting itself more prominently in the
Parliament’s legislative agenda.

And, pray for our brothers and sisters, who are
Parliamentarians, that they will have moral
courage to stand for justice and mercy,
recognizing their own accountability to God,and
need to walk in humility before Him.

And while we are about it, our constitutional head
is the Queen of Australia, who has given ample
evidence of being a Christian lady. Thank God for
her long and stable reign and her honouring of
Him in her life and speeches.

IEXT

Sad to report, on one occasion many years ago |
was a visitor in one of our congregations and
there was no prayer at alll In my observation, in
the rush of modern evangelical Christianity to be
'Seeker Friendly', the praise of Almighty God is
largely, or very often, neglected. We need to ask
ourselves, | suggest, why so many of the 150
Psalms in our Bibles start with the words: 'Praise
(or 'bless’) the Lord', or whose content consists of
the praise of Almighty God.|just did a quick count,
and | was surprised at the answer: 53.

| am sure that | missed some in my scamper
through the Book of Psalms.Those churches with
a history of regularly reading or singing the
Psalms at least have done something to try and
overcome our natural fallen inclination to
concentrate just on our own needs in prayer.

May | suggest a text for today:
PSALM 34:1-3 (ESV)
| will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.

Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together!

It is good for us as we think about
Parliamentary prayer, that
we give attention to our
praying and  that
ministers and leaders of
services give diligence
to the preparation of
prayers in our churches.

To be diligent in
preparation of sermons
and give scant regard to
the preparation of prayers,
represents a failure to
recognize that prayer is both Godward,He
hears and answers and, humanward, we hear and
are challenged and edified.

OUR SOVEREIGN GOD,

We pray for those who lead us. Continue to
sustain the witness of our Queen. We thank you
for her long and stable reign. We pray for our
Federal, State and local politicians. We pray for
your mercy in their lives and for their salvation.

We pray for divine common sense for them and
a selflessness that will make them think of self
sacrifice and not of personal gain.

Keep them to be discerning in the pursuit of
justice, being sensitive also for the need for
mercy, courageous in the exposure of
corruption, diligent in the maintenance of
freedom, that we may continue to pursue
persuasive ministry in all godliness and
holiness.

Mould us into a nation worthy of the heritage
we enjoy. Bring our nation to repentance we
pray, help all to recognize that you have made
Australia a part of the rightful inheritance of the
Lord Jesus.

Lord God, extend the Kingdom of your Son,
may your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. We pray, with thanksgiving, in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and trusting in
His merits alone.

Amen.
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Forgotten Missionaries?

Not all missionaries serve
overseas. Some, such as Graham
and Sue Hammond, serve in
Australia in ministry to Indigenous
Australians. Graham and Sue are
based in Darwin with Wycliffe.
Sometimes missionaries who
serve in Australia struggle to raise
adequate Partnership Support
because they are not seen as ‘real’
missionaries. Darwin has a very
high cost of living and Graham
and Sue’s bills are very real!

Graham & Sue Hammond

Graham serves in maintenance, transport, and looking after the
bookshop, the key distribution point for translated Scripture and
literacy materials. Sue serves in providing literacy assistance to the
local indigenous people, including those in Torres Strait and East
and West Timor. Their support level has dropped to 45%. Would you
consider supporting them? For more details contact Wycliffe
finance_australia@wycliffe.org or phone(03) 9712 2777 or contact
Graham 0430 320 166 or Sue 0430 320 155 graham-
sue_hammond@sil.org

Student Scholarships

One of the most effective things that we can do in cross-cultural
mission is train nationals to minister to their own people. APWM
does this primarily through supporting theological education. Please
consider sponsoring a student from one of the following countries.

Bangladesh We support the Presbyterian Theological Centre in
Gazipur which is the Bible College of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Bangladesh. The cost of a scholarship for a student is
$1200. Donations for Bangladesh scholarships should be sent to
APWM NSW at NSW Presbyterian Church Offices, PO Box 2196,
Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2012.

Vanuatu We support the Talua Ministry Training Centre, the Bible
College of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, where the
Connors and Williamsons serve. The four year Bachelor of Ministry
program is Vanuatu's first indigenous Bachelor-level program. A
full Bachelor of Ministry scholarship costs $3000.

Myanmar We support the Reformed Bible Institute, the Bible
College of the Evangelical Reformed Church of Myanmar led by
the Rev Dr Thang Bwee. We are very grateful that through current
sponsors, the cost of student scholarships has been met. The cost
of a scholarship has been $480, however this is likely

to rise. We will have a clearer picture in March.

If you would like to sponsor a student or contribute
toward a scholarship, then please do so by the
beginning of the academic year in April-May. Please
contact APWM National on 0421 366 720 366 720
(temporary) or email national@apwm.org.au

Andy & Rosemary
Williamson

Andy and Rosemary Williamson serve as APWM Partner Church
missionaries with the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu. Andy is
Dean of Studies at the Talua Ministry Training Centre. Alongside
local lecturers, they prepare students for the ministry of the
Word by evangelising, discipling and equipping them with
ministry skills.

Andrew and
Rosemary have had
akeyrolein
establishing the
Bachelor of Ministry
program.The
strategic aim of this
programme is to
provide some
Vanuatu pastors and
lay leaders with degree-level education which will enable them
to be better readers, interpreters, teachers, and preachers of the
Bible. The church needs to train its pastors with courses such as
the Bachelor programme so that it can clearly communicate and
apply the message of the gospel in today’s world.

Andy & Rosemary Williamson

Andy & Rosemary are currently in Australia for home assignment but
cannot return to Vanuatu because their Partnership Support level is
currently at 76%. If you would like to join their team of supporters,
then please use the response form on page 4 of this newsletter.

South Sudan

At the time of writing South Sudan is on the
brink of civil war. Our missionaries in South
Sudan, Motor Yat and Rhys and Rhondda
Hall, are currently in Australia on home
assignment. Please pray that the situation in
South
Sudan
will settle down so that
our missionaries will be
able to return. Motor’s
partnership support has
reached 97% which means
that he will be returning to
South Sudan as soon as
possible.

Motor Yat

Rhys and Rhondda Hall

AFTER THIS | LOOKED AND THERE BEFORE ME WAS A GREAT

MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE COULD COUNT, FROM EVERY

NATION, TRIBE, PEOPLE AND LANGUAGE, STANDING BEFORE
THE THRONE AND IN FRONT OF THE LAMB. (REVELATION 7:9)



Missionary Movements

David & Wendy Hall (Penrith
NSW Pioneers, Fiji) were recently
approved as APWM missionaries
and commissioned to serve with
Pioneers in theological
education in Fiji.

Marilyn (Finley NSW Interserve,
East Asia) was recently approved
as an APWM missionary.

Nathan & Tomoko Stewart
(Browns Plains, QLD, APWM
National) are currently raising
partnership support to serve in
Japan.They can be contacted at
nathan@stewartfamily.id.au or
0422 853 800

Yousif & Vivian Kunda (Clayton,
VIC, GRN Australia) were recently
approved as APWM missionaries
and commissioned to serve with
GRN at its Sydney office.

Keith and Elspeth Campbell
(Willows Townsville, QLD,
Wycliffe Australia, ) were
recently approved as APWM
missionaries and commissioned
to serve with Wycliffe.

Vijai, Suchitra & Adiel Tagore
In late December we farewelled
the Tagore family. Vijai has
completed his Master of
Theology at Christ College PTC
Sydney. They have returned to
the Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in Dehra Dun, India,
where Vijai will resume
lecturing. Thank you very much
to those churches and
individuals who made this
possible through prayer and
financial gifts. We are very
grateful to the Revesby
congregation which hosted the
Tagores and lovingly cared for
them while they were in
Australia.

Paul & Jenny Rayner (Central
Church Ipswich, QLD, Pioneers,
South East Asia) have been
accepted to teach at a school in
South East Asia. They are now
seeking to develop partnership
support and can be contacted at
therayners@internode.on.net or
0413 451 140

Nathan & Tomoko Stewart

A 43 .. § *,

Ben, Yousif, Ann, Mer, Vivian,
& Beacky Kunda

Paul & Jenny Rayner

National Office

The theme for December at APWM
is‘change’ First, we're sad to see our
Office Administrator Tracey Evans
leave us. We're grateful to God for
what He has done for APWM
through Tracey’s keen
administrative skills. We're glad to
welcome Tracey'’s successor, Rob
Falls. Rob and his wife Elena, attend
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church.
Secondly, our office is on the move.
We're currently in the process of
moving the National Office to its
new home at the Presbyterian Theological Centre, Burwood
NSW. From January 1, 2014, our address will be 81 Shaftesbury
Road, Burwood, NSW 2134. At the moment we're waiting for
Telstra to give us our new phone number. If you do want to
contact us, then please call us on our old number (02) 9792 1373
or try 0421 366 720. We praise God that amidst these changes,
He does not change. He is faithful to His promises and so His
mission continues! Thank you for your support.

Workpartners 2014

At the time of writing,
our Workpartners
team has just
completed the
building of a
Presbytery resource
centre at Liro on
Paama Island,
Vanuatu. We are now
planning our next
Workpartners team to
serve at the Talua
Ministry Training Centre, the Bible College of the Presbyterian
Church of Vanuatu. Are you interested in serving in 2014?

Rob Falls

Where? Talua Ministry Training Centre, Vanuatu
Dates 5-21 July 2014
Who can go? Committed Christians, minimum age 16 years.

If you are interested or would like to know more, then go to
http://www.apwm.org.au/what-we-do/workpartners/ or contact
APWM national@apwm.org.au

Please note that we intend to send a Workpartners’team to Talua
in December 2014 with the tentative dates 5-22 December, 2014.

2014-2015 APWM
Directory

In early 2014 our new APWM Directory
will be available. It will be distributed
via churches so please look out for
your free copy. The Directory is a great
way of keeping up to date on who is
serving with APWM and where they
are located. It is a great aid to the
APWM Email Update Prayer notes.
Please note that the Directory will NOT
be available in a digital format.




Do you have a vision for
theological education in
the South Pacific?

APWM is recruiting people for service at Talua Ministry Training
Centre, the Bible College of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu.
Please note that each position requires the raising of
Partnership Support.

Dean of Studies Commencing mid to late 2015

The Dean of Studies

- has responsibility for the care and development of the
Bachelor of Ministry program.

- maintains standards set by the Asia Theological Association.

- oversees the Registrar and Librarian.

« lectures in the Bachelor of Ministry program & communicates
with sponsors of the B Min program.

Qualifications:

+ a PhD in a theological discipline or working toward obtaining
a PhD.

- pastoral-evangelistic experience;

« cross-cultural experience (preferred) & training in education
(preferred)

Lecturer: Bachelor of Ministry program

Commencing early 2015

The lecturer will

« lecture full time in the Bachelor of Ministry program

- carry out responsibilities at the college determined by the
lecturer’s abilities and Talua’s needs

Qualifications:

- a Master’s degree in a theological discipline, preferably a
research Master’s degree;

- pastoral-evangelistic experience

- cross-cultural experience (preferred)

Head Teacher:‘English for Academic Purposes’

Commencing mid to late 2015

The head teacher will

- oversee the development of the Foundation Year and BMin
students’ academic skills, particularly in the area of English.

« have special responsibility for coordinating the Foundation
Year program

- organise and oversee guest lecturers for English and academic
skills.

Qualifications:

» a Master’s degree in Teaching English for Academic Purposes or
equivalent.

- experience in teaching.

For more information, contact Kevin Murray at APWM
kevinmurray@apwm.org.au or 0421 366 720

Andy Williamson & BMin students

GOSPEL OPPORTUNITY
Mount Magnet,
Western Australia

Mount Magnet Presbyterian Church

Mount Magnet, Western Australia, is a mining town located 6
hours drive north-west of Perth. It is a regional centre with a
population of approximately 750 people.

The District High School has students from Kindergarten to Year
12. Eighty of the 113 students (over two-thirds) are Aboriginal.

Who will reach the people of Mount Magnet with the gospel?
The Presbyterian Inland Mission has a patrol based in Mount
Magnet. The current Patrol Padre, Bert Pierce, together with his
wife Penny, are due for retirement. PIM has a church building and
a residence. The only other Church in town is Roman Catholic.

The town has a
significant Aboriginal
population and for
this reason, APWM
has entered into a
partnership with PIM
to help fund the cost
of a new Patrol Padre
for Mount Magnet.

APWM & PIM
recently interviewed
Surendra and
May’an Wesley for the position of PIM Padre at the Mount
Magnet Patrol. Surendra was born in India and May’an was born
in New Zealand. Both have lived in Australia for extended
periods and have experience in a rural environment. Surendra
has just completed his theological studies in India.

Surendra, May’an and Gabriella Wesley

The next step is to raise the needed support for this ministry.
APWM has set a goal of raising $30,000 a year in team support
for the Mount Magnet Patrol ministry. Will you consider
partnering with us in this ministry to Aboriginals who live in
outback Australia?

Mount Magnet

If you would like to give to this ministry or join the regular support
team for Mount Magnet, then please forward your pledge or gift
to our office using the form on page 4 of this newsletter.



PRAYER AND FINANCE
Response Form

Please send to: APWM
81 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood NSW 2134

Name

Address

Postcode

Email

Phone

Church

I would like to support the following:
Missionary’s Name

[] Please send me the missionary’s
prayer letter.

[ ] APWM ministry in a particular
country

Please indicate an amount
[]$20 []$50 []$100
[ ] other$

Please indicate how regular your
payment will be:

[ ] one-off [ ] monthly [ ] quarterly

[ ] half-yearly [ ] yearly
Four Ways to Give

n Cheque (made out to ‘Australian
Presbyterian World Mission’)

[ Creditcard [ ] Visa[ | Mastercard
Name on card:

Expires: /
Signature:
Date of first payment

B Direct debit
Your account name(s):

Signature

BSB
Account number

Bank name

Date of first payment

[} Direct deposit

Account: Australian Presbyterian
World Mission BSB: 032-260
Account number: 151207

Please write your name and the

surname of the missionary you are
supporting in the description box.
Please also email finance@apwm.org.au
telling us that you have made a deposit
and provide the name of the
missionary that you are supporting.
Enquiries

finance@apwm.org.au (temporary
phone 0421 366 720)
www.apwm.org.au/supporting/finance

Missions Interlink
Training Courses

Missions Interlink is an organisation made
up of representatives from the different
mission groups throughout Australia. In
2014 Missions Interlink is running a
number of training events.

Partnership Support Workshops: March
18-20 & March 24-26, 2014

Myles Wilson is coming to Australia to run
his renowned Partnership Support
Workshops. The 2 day workshop is for
those needing to raise support, to learn
how to build a strong network of
supporters and advocates for your ministry,
as well as practical tips on how to raise
support for your ministry. The 3 day
workshop is for staff from agencies who
have a role coaching others in partnership
support and incorporates the 2 day
workshop as part of the training. These
workshops are based on Myles Wilson's
book, 'Funding the Family Business' and
outlines the biblical principles of giving
and receiving, and provides an
opportunity to learn and share with
others in similar positions to you.
http://www.missionsinterlink.org.au/even
ts/partnership-support-workshops
Melbourne: March 18-20, 1330 Ferntree
Gully Rd Scoresby,

Sydney: March 24-26, WEC International
48 Woodside Ave Strathfield

Contact Rachel for more information and
enquiries: (03) 9890 0644,
admin@missionsinterlink.org.au

Transition Training is a 10 day
orientation program provided by Missions
Interlink. The course provides teaching
and practical experience in many of the
skills necessary for making an effective

transition to another culture.

Dates: 23rd June — 2nd July 2014

Venue: Belgrave Heights Convention Lodge
Contact: Kate Pocklington 0415 556 423

Brochure & Registration:
http://www.missionsinterlink.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/TT-brochure-July-
2014.pdf

Missions Interlink Language Learning
(MILL) is a 5 day pre-departure program
designed to help develop the skills,
techniques, methods and attitudes
necessary to learn another language.
Date: Mon 16th — Fri 20th June, 2014
Venue: Chestnut Hill Conference Lodge,
St James Ave (off Glenhorn Rd), Kallista,
Victoria. Brochure & Registration:
http://www.missionsinterlink.org.au/events/
mill-vic-missions-interlink-language-
learning

Missions Interlink Short-term Training
(MIST)

MIST is a 3-4 day weekend course designed
to provide an environment in which
participants are stimulated to think and
learn more about the challenges of living
and working as a‘short-termer’in a cross-
cultural setting. MIST dates are yet to be
confirmed for 2014. For more details see
www.missionsinterlink.org.au/training/mist

- _nQSsions
interlink

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION

NATIONAL OFFICE

81 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood NSW 2134 T: (temporary 0421 366 720)
Rob Falls E: national@apwm.oprg.au « Bruce Campbell E: finance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Kevin Murray STATE CONVENERS

M: 0421 366 720 Qld  Nathan Stewart  E: nathan@stewartfamily.id.au
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au NSW  Robert McKean  E: rpmckean@exemail.com.au
FEDERAL CONVENER Vic  PhilSimmonds  E: convener@apwmvic.org.au
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151 Tas  Norman Shellard E: shellard@tpg.com.au

E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net SA

WWW.apwm.org.au WA

Gary Ware
Steve Woods

E: gjware@internode.on.net

E: macstevewoods@yahoo.com
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After three weeks
working on an
Australian Aid

Projectin
Western China
advising on Grazing

Management of the Grasslands

with night temperatures down
to minus 27 and day time
temperatures to @ maximum of
minus six, | arrived home in late
November to a week of
attending Assembly School
Speech days.

THE GOSPEL IN
0UR SCHOOLS

| attended the speech
days of PLC Sydney,
PLC Armidale and The
Scots School Bathurst
and Lithgow

| was not able to
attend The Sots College as it was on the same day
as The Scots School at Bathurst.

| arranged for Rev. Bruce Christian to deputise for
me at The Scots College as it was his last function
at the school having resigned from the Council
after many years'service.

Each of the Speech days showcased the many
talented academic performers, the outstanding
sporting students and the talented musicians in
these schools.

In addition, the Gospel of Jesus is also being
promoted and | would like to highlight two
examples. At PLC Armidale the night prior to
speech day, there was a service of nine lessons
and hymns. That week a Mission from Sydney
churches led by Mick Quirk was at Armidale
Presbyterian Church and conducted a mime
during this service.

The mime centred on the character of God and
how many people view God as a grandfather

PREACHING IS ABOUT
FAITHFUL

figure,a God who doesn't care etc and ended with
our God who sent his Son Jesus to die on the
cross for our sins and that we need to believe in
him to be reconciled to God. The challenge issued
to the congregation was that they must follow
Jesus if they were to receive eternal life.

At Bathurst a combined carol service between the
local Presbyterian Church and the Scots School
has been held at the school. Normally the service
is held outdoors but this year it had to be held in
the school hall due to thunderstorms.

The hall was filled to capacity with families and
many small children which created a strong
family atmosphere. Leaders from both the school
and church led different parts of the service with
Tim Abbey from Bathurst Presbyterian Church
reminding those present that Christmas was all
about Jesus and that while he came as a baby he
was later to die on a cross for us and that we
needed to follow him.

Let me reassure you that our church schools have
the same mission as the churches’ mission which
is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to their
communities. Let each of us remember the work
of the schools as we pray that those who hear this
message will come to a saving faith in Jesus.

The impact of our denomination on

our nation will be determined by
both the degree of faithfulness to
the Bible, and engagement with

EXPLANATION AND
ENGAGEMENT

MODERATOR GENERAL'S people, from our pulpits.
PASTORAL LETTER
rt rev david cook God has spoken, His word is perfectly suited to our nation it is exactly what we need to hear. No other word is God

breathed but the Bible. Faithful explanation together with engagement with the lives of real people is what our
preaching is to be about. Peter Barnes, David Jones and | look forward to visiting each of our colleges and Tasmania
for three-day seminars for Ministers, Home Missionaries, Candidates, Metro Students, PIM, APWM, Missionaries and
Preaching Elders in the next two years, in order to encourage such preaching. There are very few occasions which bring
together such a diverse group within our denomination for mutual encouragement.

REGISTRATION

We are grateful to the GAA Trustees for providing a subsidy which means
we can keep costs to a minimum. Each College will advise costs when
you enrol, but they will not exceed $60 for the three days.

9.30 Introduction and Sermon D

11.00 Helping each other with our
preaching DC/DJ

Barnes on Richard Baxter
Preaching when you lack style
Sermon DJ

2.00
2.00
245

For Tasmania, contact: Alistair Bain, bain.ar@gmail.com or Jason
Summers, email: minister@launceston.pctas.org.au

Registration is now open for the Christ College Seminar, the
Sydney Conferencel!

THE DATES ARE:

m Christ College (PTC Sydney) 17-19 June, 2014
m Tasmanian Seminar 10-12 November, 2014
m PTC Melbourne 17-19 March, 2015

m TCBrisbane 18-20 Nov, 2015

This is a fairly unique occasion.We ask that you make it

a priority in your busy ministry. Our prayer is that

these seminars will be a part of fulfilling the prayer

of our Lord Jesus for us. My prayer is not that you

take them out of the world but that you protect them

from the evil one.They are not of the world,even aslam
not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

9.30 Sermon DJ

10.15 Discipling/ Catechising DJ / PB
11.45 Barnes on Charles Simeon
2.00 Preaching to the heart DC
245 Sermon DC

program

DAY 2

9.30 Sermon DJ

10.15 Book-launch Systematic Theology
11.00 Barnes on Spurgeon

12.00 Value of preaching clubs PB/DC/DJ
2.00 Panel

2.45 Sermon DC

REVITALISED PREACH

Each day we will break for morning tea and
lunch with time for mutual encouragement.
The day will finish at 3.30 p.m.

'As you sent me into the world, | have sent them into the world.
For them | sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified
(John 17:15-19)

THE



“TIS THE SEASON TO BE...
EVANGELISING

BY BRUCE MELLER | SUPERINTENDENT OF PCNSW'S MINISTRY AND MISSION (M&M) COMMITTEE

| thank the Lord that we're back
at work and that we've survived
the silly season.

| dislike the mania that Christmas brings: frenetic
chasing to get things done; manic quests to buy
“meaningful” gifts; rushing from party to party to
acknowledge the importance of so many special
relationships.

When the Christmas-New Year celebrations have
passed, I'm glad. Life can return to some
semblance of normality. We can go back to
work—whatever that might be—and honour
God by using the gifts that he's given us.

One of the things that now intrigues me is how
we will use our gifts this year in the work of
disciple-making. How will we structure our
personal and congregational activities so that we
intentionally strive to see people evangelised and
edified so that they will trust Jesus and reflect
Jesus.

Every worthwhile endeavour involves planning.
Some friends of ours were telling us recently
about their planned trip to North America this
year—travelling on the Rocky Mountaineer;
cruising the Inside Passage, taking in some
breathtaking scenery and venturing into some
well-known cities—they’ve gone to so much
trouble developing their itinerary, booking flights
and accommodation and making sure they have
the right clothes and the right currencies for the
countries they will visit. It was so lovely to share
their enthusiasm and, in a sense, enjoy the
planned journey with them.

So how are we planning for that journey of faith
that will take us into the realms of evangelism and
personal discipleship?

These are vitally important parts of any church’s
activities and of every believer’s life, so how are we
planning for them? Have times been allocated in
the church’s calendar for evangelistic events?
Have steps been taken to ensure that people are
trained to share their testimony and to become
fluent in at least one gospel presentation?

Without deliberate effort, these things are easily

put off to a time that's more convenient.Too often,

“that means that they're just put off. Period. It's

convenient to evade such an uncomfortable and

+ -time-consuming: challenge but convenience is

not the way that we are conformed to the will of
God and made useful in his service. And it is not
the way that we help our people flourish.

CREATING THE CONDITIONS IN WHICH
OUR PEOPLE WILL FLOURISH

Students at Christ College are taught that

leadership is the art of setting up conditions in

which other people can flourish. It's a lovely,
simple, visionary summary. It's a dynamic,

expanding image of success: wanting people to
reach their potential; wanting them to discover
increasing levels of usefulness in God’s service
with increasing opportunity to bless those around
them.

So, to the matter of evangelism—if our people
hear the commands of God to be his witnesses in
“Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost
parts of the earth” and if they are impacted by
those commands and feel burdened to obey
them, is it not incumbent on their leaders to set
up the conditions in which they can succeed?

Is it not the duty of all people in church leadership,
and particularly the paid ministers, to see that
their people are equipped and trained to obey
God’s command in ways that lead them to
fruitfulness and joy? After all, we eagerly desire
that they will experience the satisfaction that
comes from knowing that they have done their
duty well. So we have to give our attention to
prayer and gospel proclamation.

PRAYER, PROCLAMATION,
PASTORAL CARE

The three focal points of the Presbyterian Church’s
denominational ministry strategy are prayer,
proclamation and pastoral care.Each of these is of
vital importance to healthy congregational life.
But we can't achieve the latter two if we don't get
the first one right. We can’t maintain an effective
proclamation of the gospel or engage in
meaningful pastoral care if we don't undergird
and precede all our activities in prayer. So where,
in our churches’ calendars, have the elders
scheduled regular, organised prayer meetings and
where, in addition, have they scheduled
opportunities to train people to pray.

One of the weakest points of congregational life,
and one of the most disappointing aspects of
personal Christian life—identified by people of all
ages, is a felt inadequacy in prayer. Jesus’ rebuke
to Peter,“Could you not keep watch with me for
one hour?”stings us all.

Some don't know how to pray and they approach
God (even privately) with discomfort and

‘embarrassment. Their prayer life is awkward and

unsatisfying—certainly not a source of joy or
something they see as flourishing.

Others, who might know how to pray lack the
courage or discipline to pray and they beat up on
themselves constantly for their lack of
perseverance.Yet both of these are areas to which
leaders can bring assistance. If the first disciples

I

had to ask, “Lord, teach us to pray” and if Jesus
kindly heard their plea and mentored them in this
area, what strategies are adopted in our churches
to set our people up for success in this first and
most foundational area of practical Christian
living? Where is it timetabled? What place does it
have on the calendar? How is it publicised, and
how are people informed, engaged, empowered
and encouraged to participate enthusiastically?

When planning is in place to help people with
their prayer lives, the focus moves to the strategic
area of gospel proclamation. Of course it happens
when the Bible is taught during sermons in
weekly services. But how are our people then
taught to proclaim the truths of the Bible
graciously and joyfully in their everyday lives?
How are they taught to tell their own life-story
clearly and effectively so that Jesus is honoured?
Through what scheduled activities are people
helped to think through what God has done for
them personally so that they can give a personal
reason—not offer a theological argument or
make an intellectual statement but give an
individualised, personal reason—for the hope that
is in them?

This is a critical part of effective Christian living.We
claim to live in relationship with Jesus.We say that
we want to invite others into a personal
relationship with him.We baptise people in the
“name” of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;
i.e. we do not baptise them into a body of
theology orinduct them into a fortress of dogma.
How, then, do our people learn to evidence that
truth and to manifest a joyful, captivating, life-
giving relationship with the living God who saves?
And as they learn to tell their story, how do they
also learn how to inject biblical truth into ordinary,
day-to-day conversations.

Evangelism occurs when Christians tell non- -
Christians what God has done for them in Jesus
and call on them to respond with repentance and
faith.How are our people helped to flourish in this
work and to follow it up with consistent disciple-
making so that new believers grow in grace and
are, themselves, taught to pray and to proclaim
the gospel?

YOUR CALENDAR x

As you think about your, calendar: fqr thl!yéarP -
the calendar of your church as “well as your

personal calendar (your diary), what priority is

given to the twin challenges of prayer and gospel
proclamation? What strategies
will you adopt this year so
that you set up conditions
for personal success and, if
you are in leadership, set
up conditions in which
others can flourish?

15THEPULSE
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PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH | SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ENROLMENT FORM KEY TO
SRE CLASSES

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

SRE, or Scripture, is a
great place for children
and young people to
explore faith. From 2014,
new student enrolments
will only access an SRE
class if, at the appropriate
place on page 8 of the
enrolment form, a parent
or caregiver writes
"Christian” or a
recognised
denomination.

This could be confusing because it is
not attached to any question or
statement regarding SRE classes
themselves. As a result, it is very important that
this change is widely understood. If you want
your children or grandchildren or the children in
your community to have an opportunity to be
taught the Christian faith, the “Religion” boxes in
the enrolment form must be completed (please
refer to the picture of the enrolment form on this
page).

If a family doesn’t complete the“Religion”box but
later wants their student to participate in an SRE
class, they can just notify the school
administration to have the student included.

If there are families who are unsure of the nature
of SRE, Christian SRE (with the assistance of SRE
teachers and coordinators), has produced a very
helpful brochure to help explain and raise
awareness of SRE in state schools. Information for
Families, which is readily available from the PY
office, can be given to anyone interested in
understanding whether SRE is suitable for their
student,and there are brochures for both primary
and high school students. These brochures have
been distributed via pre-school enrolment days
and throughout state schools with the permission
of the schools.

If there aren’t SRE classes in your local primary
and high school then 2014 may be the right time
to start planning how to implement SRE and take
up the opportunity that is available to Christians
to teach their faith and its values to students. If
you need support with regard to initiating SRE in
your school please contact the PY office (ph: 02
98567 4700).

REVIEW OF SREIN 2014

During 2014 the Department of Education and
Communities (DEC) will review all aspects of SRE

16  PULSE

to see how SRE is delivered and whether it
complies with the DEC Implementation
Procedures. Using external educational
consultants to do the reviewing, the terms of
reference are comprehensive and examine how
local primary and high schools and churches like
ours manage SRE programs. The results of the
review will shape SRE policy and procedures for
years to come.

Wherever you are across the state, if the reviewers
look at your region or school they will be looking
that

m All teachers and helpers are properly
authorised
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.au/sre-
information/;

"

B Where there is a “combined arrangement
(various Christian churches joining together
to deliver SRE in local schools), there is an
easily accessible record that all teachers are
cross-authorised by all the churches involved;

M There is a clear complaints procedure that all
teachers understand and follow;

MW Teachers have training in classroom
management and child protection;

M In school, teachers and helpers carry an
authorisation card and wear a name badge;

W All teachers are using an approved
curriculum.

Everyone who is involved in delivering SRE needs
to be concerned that their practices are both up-
to-date and a credit to the church and our Saviour.

At the time of publishing, the exact terms of
reference and the scope of the review are not yet

Presbyterian Youth

available. For more information
and especially if you hear that
the review will involve your
school please contact:

> thePY office
(ph:02 8567 4700) or

> contact Peter Adamson, SRE
Director (ph:0425 259 947).

NEW CURRICULUM FOR
HIGH SCHOOL SRE

In 2014, when SRE is reviewed
state wide, there will be focus
on the quality and
authorisation of curriculum.
Therefore it is great that
recently the Genr8 curriculum
for combined arrangements in
high schools has been released.
The document is professionally written and
includes all the essential components, like a
syllabus and a scope and sequence. Using the
wide experience of the partners in Genrg, like
Presbyterian Youth, the curriculum follows four
broad thematic areas in a sequence through Years
7-10.

tudent dotagls

1} Religion
Langy

{ 1 none, please write ‘no religion’

ELJEJ[];EDJ;LJF

fFﬂﬁWﬁTf:ﬂijTﬁ

In a “combined arrangement’ where multiple
churches join into an association to deliver SRE in
a high school, all the senior ministers need to
cross-authorise the use of recognised curriculum
that is publically available online. In this regard
too, the Genr8 curriculum meets this need.




PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH | METRO

FEEDING
FORWARD

ONE OF THE PASTORS OF ALBURY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN NSW

BY PAUL SHEELY |

Imagine that you have been
asked to preach a Bible talk at
church.

It's a welcome invitation because preaching is
something that you enjoy and would like to grow
in.You are looking to be equipped and trained.So
what happens next?

Most commonly, having accepted the challenge
you're given the Bible passage and maybe a
commentary or two from the pastor’s library,and
then you're left to prepare and write the talk.

Your progress is checked a couple of times but
you're pretty much left to your own devices.
However, once you've delivered the sermon, you
are very keen to get feedback on the talk so as to
grow and to do better with your next opportunity.

| want to suggest a better way. | want to suggest
that rather than feeding back we should be as
much as possible feeding forward. By feed-
forward | mean that, in this example, the talk
should be reviewed by someone before it is
actually delivered in church.

How might that look in our example? It simply
means that the pastor or trainer should be
involved in the preparation process at various key
stages.
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METRO STUDENTS

TRAINEE!

BECOME A METRO

They would certainly review the talk with you
before the actual delivery, noting its strengths and
weaknesses.

You would share your thinking behind your
approach and receive suggestions as to how to
improve the talk. You would then incorporate
those suggestions and changes and be ready to
deliver the sermon in church.

What's the advantages of feeding forward? |
believe that there are many. Feed-forward is more
dynamic and collaborative.

Even where there are lots of weaknesses everyone
is working together towards making it better
rather than simply pointing out its failings.

The person delivering the feed-forward is much
more free and honest in their review knowing that
the actual event is yet to happen. Feed-forward
makes the event a more significant training
exercise. Feed-forward means that last minute
preparation is impossible.

Finally, people do not receive feed-forward as
personally as feedback.

So, I'm appealing for more feeding forward in our
ministry training! And let’s not limit it to merely
preaching.And let’s not limit the trainer to be the
pastor.

-

FOR MORE INFQ VISIT
THE METRO WEBSITE:

Are you interested in exploring ministry options and being better WWWMETRUEDUAU

equipped to serve in part time or full time ministry capacity?

Are you interested in being discipled by a trainer experienced in

gospel ministry? Become a METRO trainee!

> PY-METRO:
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PAUL SHEELY

The experienced scripture teacher could feed
forward on a lesson by a less experienced teacher.
The youth leadership team could make it a
practice to review the talk together that will be
delivered the following week.

Review and reflection is very important. Feedback
is better than nothing. But feeding forward is far
more helpful and effective.

Yes, it will take more time, but worthwhile things
almost always do.It's an investment in people and
their future life of ministry.
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WINTER CAMP 2014 SURVIVAL GUIDE

PY Winter Camp is coming up again this June long
weekend. It's looking to be a packed weekend with
Quizworx at 5/6, Mark Cooper-White at Junior and
David Powell at Young Adults camp speaking to 600+
campers and leaders.

It's an amazing 3 days packed with solid bible
teaching, friends and activities all within a safe,
loving community. Is this your first PY Camp? Is it
your fifth? Is it your twelfth? Whatever the number
is, here are some tips help you get the best out of
Winter Camp this year.

e

1. Pre-Camp

Get lots of sleep leading up to camp! It's an
exciting 3 days but also an exhausting 3 days.We
recommend not packing the hour before you
leave, I've done this - it never ends well, it ends
with you always forgetting something and what
you forget is that thing you really need all of a
sudden. Lastly, get excited before camp! It's
going to be a great weekend with the bible,
friends and fun!

2. Talks & Small Groups

Take notes during the talks and small groups! Do
whatever it takes to remember what you are
thinking through, write, draw, whatever works.
From experience | have countless past camp
books that are blank and are no help now, | have
no clue what was said! Write it all down.

Also you know yourself the best, do whatever it
takes to make sure you can focus during the talks
and small groups. Bring lollies, don't stay up all
night talking with your friends — get enough
sleep and during small groups, don't lie down if
you know you'll fall asleep.

SUMMER CAMP 2013

PY Summer Camp 2013 has come and
gone. 400 people (including 16 interns)
came together at Stanwell Tops
Conference (entre to spend the week
between Boxing Day and New Years Day
getting stuck into the book of Colossians
as Paul Sheely reminded us that Jesus is
supreme.

Summer Camp is a great place to catch up
with friends, be encouraged and it's a great
place to bring your non-Christian friends, to
hear the Bible clearly explained. We asked
some of them about that...

THE

3. Enjoy yourself

Between the activities and small groups, you'll
make friends - it's almost impossible not to! But
if you are afraid of making friends, invite some
of your own friends!

Remember a lot of people at camp will be
nervous and maybe even scared, they are
probably feeling the same way that you do.
Take that first step and say ‘hello; you never
know; they could become your best friend. If
you are with your friends and you see someone
standing all alone, go up and say ‘Hi’ to them
and include them in what you are doing with
your friends — camp is about building a
community and including everyone.

There are all different kinds of activities at camp.
You can either love them or hate them, but get
really into it — it's a lot more fun to love them
and just make the very best of every situation.

4 \Weather

Winter Camp can be cold and wet. So bring
plenty of jumpers, jackets, beanies and scarves.
Also bring an umbrella or rain jacket and closed
in shoes — camp is on the south coast, chances
are that it'll rain.

Coming to camp helps me
remember that we are to live as God’s servants -
and to take encouragement from sharing in that with
each other. So coming on camp helps me put God in
priority in my life. And also to see others grow in their
relationship with God, which is an encouragement for my
walk, to be equipped to lead a small group, and also
being on camp, focused on the Word and not distracted
by the world, being in the family of God on earth is a

good way to fill up my spiritual tanks for

another year.

| love '

coming to camp and hearing from the

speaker.lt's really encouraging being surrounded by
other Christians and hearing that other people have
had similar difficult situations at school or at home.

The talks are really great in the way they challenge
you to think about the Bible in ways you may not
have originally thought of yourself. All in all the
Summer Camp community has helped me to more
fully realise the supremacy of Jesus and his love.

PY Camp is a place
where | can be encouraged in my walk
with God and | was humbled &
uplifted, we learnt how God reconciles
us to him and how we can do nothing
to save ourselves.



5. Post-Camp

PCB or‘Post Camp Blues’'- a very common condition after
camp.You land home, the buzz and excitement of all 600
people around you is gone and you feel very alone all of
a sudden. It'll happen. But there are ways to help! Look
forward and plan to come to the next camp, Summer
Camp. Also make sure you grab people's email addresses
and phone numbers - keep in contact! Keep those
friendships going. If you're on Facebook, jump on and join
the PYNSW Camping group where the community at
camp is continued long after the last song.

Continue Read Think Act, keep going through your bible
daily, studying God’s word — doing so is more important
than bread and water.Talk to each other about what you
are learning and keep encouraging each other!

A week or so after camp, pick up your study book and
process what you wrote down. Think through it all, pray
through it and let it sink in.

Lastly, continue going to Youth Group and Church, if you
aren’t going, maybe get to one! If you need help finding
one give the PY Office a call on (02) 8567 4700.PY Camps
are a large community for a short amount of time, the
encouragement and fellowship of camp continues in the
local Church, so please, be involved in yours.

Camp is an amazing weekend, but it all depends on how
you approach it. It can be exhausting but fully rewarding
in the friendships made, the laughter shared and the
growing of the Kingdom of God!

Presbyterian Youth

Winter Camp 2014 Snippets

5/6 Winter Camp - Quiz Worx -
Amazing Rescue

Rescuing someone is saving them from
danger. Imagine if you had to rescue
someone from the jungle. They might need
rescuing from wild animals, falling in a river
and going over the falls or getting so lost that
no one can find them.What would you need?
Where could you look for help?

Friends of PY, Scruff, the chocolate-coated
bone loving dog and Clarence the WEETBIX
loving mongoose know a story about the
greatest rescue ever.

They will tell you the story of a big rescue that
includes all sorts of people, young and old
and from every nation in the world.

Junior Winter Camp - Mark Cooper-
White - True Love?

The Bible book called Ruth is a brilliant love
story! It has loyal love a girl carries for her
family; safe love a man has for a lady; saving
love the Lord God has for earth's people. In
our lives today we get hundreds of different
messages, from hundreds of different sources
about what 'true love' is. Ruth will help us
understand how to be loved properly, and
how to love others properly, and how to
enjoy everlasting True Love from God.

Young Adults Winter Camp - David
Powell - Be Holy

What is God like? How can | be friends with
a God like that? What does living as a friend
of God look like?

The Bible is going to help us think about the
massive question of identity. Who am I? Why
am | here? What should | do? We'll discover
true, thrilling & powerful answers about
being and doing as we unpack together this
short, intriguing invitation from God - "Be
holy, because | am holy."

While Summer Camp is going on, in another part of
the site the Internship is building the foundations
for emerging young leaders to know, love and serve
Jesus for life.

This year, interns studied an overview of the New
Testament and Biblical foundations to Christian

PY provides an environment in
which | am surrounded by other Christians who
continually challenge and strengthen my faith. | have found
encouragement from the talks and small groups where
others have the opportunity to share their stories about their
own walks with Christ. Read.Think.Act. has also given me a

chance for personal reflection as well as structure for daily
devotions to use when I'm struggling to make God a priority
away from camp. PY is the perfect opportunity to grow my
faith and strengthen my relationship with God.

leadership. Here are the reflections from one
intern, Katrina...

After several years of enthusiastic PY involvement,
last week | had the opportunity of joining with 16
others from around NSW in order to study the
New Testament and Christian leadership. The
Internship is a week-long intensive program that

runs alongside PY’s Summer Camp, and
seeks to enable young people to wrestle
with the character of a godly leader,
equip them with skills and knowledge
required to bridge the daunting
transition from camper to leader status,
as well as contribute to ministry within
their own churches.

When the Internship wasn't keeping me
busy challenging my arrogant (although
| suspect fairly standard) assumption
that coming from a strong Christian
home guarantees an immaculate

understanding of the Bible, | was learning how to
write studies and lead small groups, bonding with
the wonderful people around me and, at exciting
but infrequent intervals, even sleeping. While
being swept from lecture to workshop to lecture
felt a little overwhelming at times, our two very
gifted teachers were engaging and poignant,and
I rarely had a bored moment.

Although spending a week attending lectures,
studying and even sitting an exam was not at the
top of my post-HSC to-do list, | am so thankful to
have undertaken the Internship. | feel that | have
become stronger in my personal faith,as well and
dramatically more capable as a leader, and can't
wait to become involved in ministry at my church!

| wouldn't hesitate to recommend the program to
anybody interested in serving God in ministry;it's
an informative and spiritually vibrant experience.

THE
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What you may not know is that for many years
these shops were our main source of income.
Without them, we need to find other ways to
support the work of Jericho Road.

We do receive some external funding for some of
the work that we do. For example, our chaplains
receive some government funding. But that

Some have sent thousands of dollars... one little
man sent us his week’s canteen money. Great or
small, these donations have enabled us to
continue to work on your behalf to see that those
who need care receive it in Jesus'name... on your

funding does not fully cover our chaplains'wages
and other costs... we have to make up the
difference. Allowah continues to be self-funding
and receives wonderful support from church and
community folk.Starting this year, we will receive
funding from the church for the CPU, but not for
any of our other ministries. So some of the work
that we do receives no funding at all. For example,
the Presbyterian Counselling Service and the
Disability Advocate are funded only by Jericho
Road.

An historical account of the Social Service
Committee states that “funding the work of the
Committee has never been easy, and there have
been moments of financial crisis.” In 2014, some
hundred years after our beginning, we are at
another moment of crisis. The reality is that
without your support more of the Jericho Road
ministries will have to end in the not too distant
future.

We have worked hard, with the support of the
church's Trustee and Assembly Audit Committees

behalf and in partnership with you.

So what have you been doing in the fire affected
areas since the last Pulse? Take a look...

Jericho Road has now (mid-February):

established contact with and provided support
for around 140 families directly affected by the
fires;

provided over 800 home cooked, frozen meals
on a come-and-collect or we-deliver basis;

delivered around 60 “Kitchens in a Box”to get
people started in rental accommodation;

delivered 45“Christmas in a Box” packages;

provided vouchers and stationery for 15
“teachers’ care packs” for teachers who lost
their homes;

and others, to develop a Strategic Plan in order to
address this situation over the coming years. We
want to be able to achieve a position of financial
security that will allow us to continue the work we
are doing, and find new ways to work with and for
you to demonstrate the character of God by
providing fresh hope and care for those who are
in need. We have made some good progress to
date, but more is needed.

The same historical account goes on to say,
“However, God has provided and there have
always been those that provide financial and
practical support.” It is our prayer that God will
once again provide,and that there will once again
be those that provide financial and practical
support.

You can visit www.jerichoroad.org.au to find out
how, or give Elizabeth a call on M: 0427 421 467.
Join us on Jericho Road as we seek justice, show
mercy and make Jesus known.

distributed donated work boots and provided
funding for around 45 additional pairs;

distributed around 70 “Just because it's
February and we still care” boxes (because we
couldn’t think of a better name!); and

lots of other things... distributing the vast
majority of donations received in one form or
another.

We are now working out ways of staying in touch
with those who appear to be the most isolated.

We have received many messages of thanks, and
know that your generosity has touched the lives
of those who are hurting. It has been amazing to
see how God works through little things to make
Himself known... small acts of kindness in Jesus
name breaking through years of strongly held
opinions about“the church,”a quiet word of hope

v
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beyond the here and now starting a conversation
about God's plans, a gentle encouragement
opening the door for someone to come back to
church... God’s mercies are truly new every
morning.

"Soon after the fires | sat with a dear friend
who lost her entire home in Winmalee. You
stopped so kindly with a heavy heart as we
sifted through her remains and said, "Are you
ok? Would you like something to eat?" It was
hot, we were all hungry and thirsty.

No one else walked the streets to ask, only
you. You gave us a sandwich and a bar. This
may have seemed a small offer to some but
this was a huge offer to my dear friend and
also myself who was feeling dizzy from not
eating.

Thank you so very kindly, from here on | think
very highly of you all, this will never be
forgotten....Once again, | must say a massive
thank you to you all, you have shown me that
if ever | fall on hard times that there is
someone in the world who cares and who
will help."

A NOTE LEFT AT OUR FREEZERS...

PACKED WITH LOVE

At Jericho Road the Packed with
Love program comes in many
forms. It includes providing food
parcels to needy people who come
to the front door of our head office
in Surry Hills, welfare relief,
Christmas hampers and providing
help to those suffering hardships.

A special part of the program this last Christmas
was delivering“Christmas in a Box"to folk affected

by the fires in the Blue Mountains. It feels like a
long time since Christmas now, but we thought

you'd like to know.

Each“Christmas in a Box”included tinsel, baubles,
decorations (including a special one with a
message of hope and some lovely hand-made
ones),a gift voucher and a hand drawn card kindly
sent from students at the Richard Johnson
Anglican College.

Each of the 45 boxes also included something a
little bit unexpected. Jericho Road asked
Christians from all sorts of places across Australia
to write a card or a note or a letter of
encouragement; from our Christian family to the
family receiving the box. We received cards from
as far away as Western Australia and some truly
lovey letters.We included one in each box as a way
of saying that we continue to remember these
folk at a hard time as we celebrated the birth of
our Saviour.

- @EHRISTMASIN BOX

The boxes brought smiles and a few tears ... to
those receiving them and to those delivering
them on your behalf!

“l just want to thank Jericho road for the
beautiful box of decorations. It just proves
that the spirit of Christmas is alive and well
in the Blue Mountains. It was so special after
losing all our little treasures to receive a little
drawing and a beautiful card along with
beautiful Christmas things that can now
become new things that we will all treasure
and look at each Christmas. Makes you
realise that life is full of many surprises and
many blessings and although it's so new to
be a receiver, it's a beautiful lesson in
kindness which we will all remember...”

The boxes distributed at the end of February had
all sorts of lovely things inside, just to let people
know that we still care. They included a voucher
for coffee & cake at a local café, some home-baked
goodies, something from Koorong, information
about a local craftsman who makes beautiful

GILLIAN.GILCHRIST,
PROJECT MANAGER
PACKING THE LAST

OF THE BOXES

jewellery from broken china as a way for some folk
to preserve the fragments of something special,
and even a “just add icecream” bag that had
sprinkles, cones and toppings for the kids and
young at heart. We also delivered larger food
hampers to the folk in Mount Victoria who are
doing it particularly tough.

HOPELESS
DROWNED RATS

BY KYLIE PIDGEON

Fifty years ago, a
scientist of
questionable
integrity stumbled
upon an
enormously
important finding.
Curt Richter placed
some ordinary rats in jars of water,
to see how long they would survive
before drowning.

KYLIE PIDGEON

The average time the rats could keep their heads
above water was 17 minutes. Richter then
repeated the experiment with a new group of rats,
but this time rescued half of them from their jars
just moments before he thought they would
drown. He dried them off and let them recover.
Half the rats were left still swimming in their jars.
How long do you expect the remaining rats would
continue to tread water? Not long, perhaps? Too
tired to go on?

Remarkably, the rats left in their jars continued
swimming for an average of 36 hours.That's over
120 times longer than the original group. Richter
recalled that some rats even swam for up to three
days. To what did he attribute the difference
between the rats who gave up and the rats who
continued swimming?

Hope.

In the harshness of a desperate situation, having
hope was the sole difference between giving up
and persevering.

The rats who swam alongside a comrade who had
been saved, were shown that rescue was possible.
These rats then swam with purpose, waiting in
hope for the moment when the rescuer would
come again. Richter, a behavioural scientist,
observed in the laboratory what we Christians

- have known all along: Hope is life-changing,

purpose-giving, and so much stronger than
despair. Our God is a God of hope. And our hope
isn't one that remains internal. The hope our God
offers not only changes the life of the one who is
rescued, but changes the lives of those who
witness it too.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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Have you been saved? Can you be seen by
someone who is struggling to keep their head
above water? How can you impart the message
of hope to someone who feels they are drowning?
Jericho Road might have some ideas.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.

ROMANS 15:13

Kylie writes for our blog spots on our facebook
page (search for Jericho Road Presbyterian) and
our website www.jerichoroad.org.au

The family of five is living outside of their home
country at present, and cannot return home due
to persecution. The church the young family is
currently attending is providing support for them,
and Albion Park Shellharbour Presbyterian Church
will support them in Australia should their visa
application be successful.

Please pray with us that their application will be
processed and approved swiftly. Pray that this
family, whose situation is desperate, would
continue to have hope.

BY REV JASON FORBES, DISABILITY ADVOCATE

THE

No doubt these are all important roles, and not for
a moment should it be suggested it’s OK for a
church to be negligent in any of these roles. But
what about those who appear weak? Those who
are seemingly dispensable? Those who appear to
have nothing constructive to offer the church in
terms of gifts and abilities? Where do these
people factor into our thinking when we consider
what is essential for the church?

In 1 Corinthians 12:22 Paul says,“On the contrary,
those parts of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable...” | suspect we are readily
encouraged by the prospect that everyone has a
place in the church. But rarely do we dig a bit
deeper and appreciate why this is the case.So we
can struggle to appreciate those who, quite
frankly, we may think we can get along without
just fine.To go deeper, we need to ask,”"Who are
the‘weak’Paul is referring to?”and,”Why are they
so essential to the church?”

Many disability advocates read 1 Corinthians
12:22 equating weakness with disability, and
immediately conclude Paul is talking about
people with disabilities. In the final analysis, this
verse has significant implications for the church’s
relationship with people who have disabilities. But
Paul is not talking about disabilities. So, what is
Paul talking about?

At the beginning of his correspondence with the
Corinthians, Paul, having planted the Church in
Corinth, reflects upon the circumstances in which
they came to faith and says, “Brothers, think of
what you were when you were called.Not many of
you were wise by human standards; not many
were influential; not many were of noble birth.”(1
Corinthians 1:26). So what do wisdom, influence,
and nobility have in common? In the eyes of the
Corinthians, they were all a means of acquiring
status in the community. So the Corinthians came
to faith when they were of no status, nobodies,
seemingly dispensable! It is this lack of status that
Paul equates to weakness in the following verse
where he says,“God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong.” Returning to 1
Corinthians 12:22, in referring to those who are
weak, Paul is talking about those who lack status
in the community.

So why are these people who lack status in the
community so essential? To understand that, we
need to know something of how Paul understood
his own weakness. Paul understood his own
weakness, or lack of status, as the stage on which
God's grace would be demonstrated (2
Corinthians 12:9). That is, the grace that God
extended toward Paul, redeeming Paul from his
sin, and setting him aside for his purposes. It may
strike us as strange that Paul would identify him
as weak as we tend to regard Paul with great
esteem. But not so the Corinthians who were in
pursuit of status. When Paul recounts his track
record, the Corinthians’ disregard for Paul
becomes understandable:

“I have worked much harder, been in prison
more frequently, been flogged more severely,
and been exposed to death again and again.
Five times | received from the Jews the forty
lashes minus one. Three times | was beaten
with rods, once | was stoned, three times |

was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in
the open sea, | have been constantly on the
move. | have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits, in danger from my own
countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in
danger in the city, in danger in the country,
in danger at sea; and in danger from false
brothers. | have labored and toiled and have
often gone without sleep; | have known
hunger and thirst and have often gone
without food; | have been cold and naked.
Besides everything else, | face daily the
pressure of my concern for all the churches.”
(2 Corinthians 11:23-28)

REV JASON FORBES, DISABILITY ADVOCATE

Does this sound like a man with wisdom,
influence, and nobility? One may wonder about
this man? Why doesn’t he give in and quit?
Perhaps then Paul could be seen as having some
wisdom! But Paul doesn’t quit. Paul persists in his
faith, not because he has an easy life, not because
of fame, not because of wealth, but because he is
convinced of God’s grace. It is in the context of
lowliness and vulnerability that faith becomes
authenticated. Because of this, Paul in his
weakness is able to testify to and demonstrate
God's grace to him more than being wise, or
influential, wealthy or anything else. This is why
Jesus says to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2
Corinthians 12:9).

Have you ever found yourself thinking,“Oh, if only
I had my life together, if only | was wiser in the way
| answered criticisms, if only | was more gifted,
then could | be of service to God?” All these things
are good. But they cannot demonstrate God’s
grace to the same extent as weakness can.When
someone worships God in comfort and ease, it
may be that they worship God because they are
comfortable; not necessarily a bad thing. But take
the comfort away, will the worship continue or
stop? However, when one worships in discomfort
or weakness, the message is amplified many times
over that God is great, and he is gracious. This is
why the weak not only have a place in the church,
they are essential to it because of the testimony
that they bring by their worship.

Consider Christ. Though the Divine King, he was
born a lowly commoner (Matthew 13:55).Though
heir of creation he did not pursue wealth
(Matthew 4:8-10). Though all knowing, he was
considered out of his mind (Mark 3:21). As Isaiah
prophesied:
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“He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him. He was despised and rejected by
mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar
with pain. Like one from whom people hide
their faces he was despised, and we held him
in low esteem.”(Isaiah 53:2-3).

It was through this Jesus that God chose to
demonstrate his grace by redeeming his people
through the weakness of the cross (2 Corinthians
13:4). God demonstrates his grace not through
the things we consider strong and valuable, but
through the things we consider weak and
worthless. The seemingly dispensable. Those
things that we think we can get by without just
fine.

Returning to 1 Corinthians 12, this is why Paul
continues on to say, “and the parts that we think
are less honorable we treat with special honor.
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated
with special modesty.” (v23). There is a play on
words in this verse that has the force of saying,
“The worthless are to be surrounded by
worthiness, and the unpresentable are to be
presentable."The reason being, it is those who are
needy and know of their need who make up the
essence of the church - dependency on God’s
grace and a thankfulness for it, rather than
presuming upon their own abilities in pursuit of
status.

Those followers of Jesus who are of low status in
society today not only have a place in the Church,
they are essential to it: those without work,
without education, without a home, with
addictions, with mental illness, with intellectual
and physical disabilities, with social problems,who
are old, and who care for others. If we are to take
God’s word seriously then it is to the church’s
impoverishment if we ignore such people and
regard them as dispensable. Such people of faith
have much to offer the Church, and in turn, be
blessed through the Church.

Jericho Road is here to partner with churches to
better enable them to minister and include the
‘weak’ A great way to start is to contact Jericho
Road, and find out how we can support you and
your church.We are open to exploring all kinds of
ideas, so get in touch.

CHECK THIS OUT!

One way we seek to protect the
vulnerable in our communities is to
make sure that those who work
with them and volunteer with them
do not have a history that indicates
they may be an unsafe person to
work in that position. The new
Working with Children Check is one
part of that process.

For us as a church, the Check does not just apply
to people working with children. The society
around us recognises that people within the
church who have a position of “spiritual
leadership” are  trusted  within  their
communities... not just by children, but by adults
as well. This trust means that the new Check
applies to those people as well as to everyone
who works or volunteers with children and teens

within the Presbyterian Church in NSW. Similar
systems apply in other States and Territories.
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Do you know how many people process these
Checks? Just one. Yep, just one. Courtney Chan
does a wonderful job not just keeping track of all
the paper generated by the Check, but personally
helping many of our folk to complete the forms
and work through all the requirements. Please
keep herin your prayers... six thousand Checks in
ayear is a daunting task!

If you are wondering whether you need to
complete a Working with Children Check,you can
go to www.breakingthesilence.org.au and find all
the information you need.In brief, all our ministers
and elders and the like must already have
completed the new Check, and all our volunteers
working with children and young people must
have a new Check completed by the end of
December 2014. Don't leave it until the last
minute as it can take a while to get one processed.

Oh, and if you have any
questions about SRE
Authorisation, the
person to talk to is
Tracey Jones
tjones@pcnsw.org.au .
She can help you
navigate your way
through the process.
Remember, you
need SRE
Authorisation

before you can

[ro——— o help or 'teagh in a School. If your
Mot : ety o e G authorisation is up for renewal or you are
s Upia pour dasal: | Bhanga S vobnoaric pais planning on being an SRE teacher in 2015
e i vty you should start looking into what'’s
sy = Ta s R e required now.
= .
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Do you know how many people need to
complete the new Check in NSW? The Conduct
Protocol Unit or CPU as it is known is responsible
for processing the Checks and making sure that
the church complies with the legislation. We
estimate that this year we will process more than
six thousand Checks. Yep, six thousand.There are
an amazing number of people who lead, teach
encourage and nurture others in our church.What
a great gift from God.

JOIN US ON JERIGHO ROAD

THERE ARE FIVE WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED:

1. Pray with us — visit www.jerichoroad.org.au
for a prayer update then share your email so
we can update you.

2. Partner with us in understanding and caring
for those with a disability within your own
community — get on board with the Luke 14
program by getting in touch with our
Disability Advocate, Jason Forbes, at
jforbes.disabilityadvocate.pss
@gmail.com

3. Walk with us by hosting a weekend of
learning about mercy ministry — invite Rev
Robert Benn to come along to your church for
the weekend. Just give Gillian a call on M:0413
808 062 to make a date.

4. Share your thinking by asking for the Our
Place proposal - we want to reach the people
you want us to reach, so let us know what'’s
important to you. Email Elizabeth at
emcclean@pcnsw.org.au for a copy.

5. Start a group at your church to pray for us
and think about ways of walking the road with
us in your local area - and get in touch with us
so we can walk together.You can call Elizabeth
on M: 0427 421 467 or Gillian on
M:0413 808 062.

Donations can be made by following the link on
our website www.jerichoroad.org.au or calling
Barrie on Ph: 02 9690 9322. Donations to Jericho
Road in general rather than a specific program are
appreciated. All donations are tax deductible.
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GREAT BOOKS TO READ IN 2014

TIMOTHY KELLER Walking with God Through Reformed
~ Pain and Suffering Means Missional
i . Timothy J. Keller Samuel Logan (ed.)
L avial ELY : . (Hodder & Stoughton)
W T s ~ Keller brings his authoritative teaching,
-1;1 =1 L=y LS

(New Growth Press)
sensitivity to contemporary culture and

pastoral heart to this pressing question,
offering no easy answers but giving Biblical
guidance, wisdom and encouragement.

Leading reformed thinkers
demonstrate why and how the
church must be on God’s mission

of bringing grace, holiness,
compassion, and justice to a

world of sin and suffering.
- - TIMOTHY
Romans 1-7 For You L L Tough Questions i
Timothy J. Keller WS IS rop- about the Bible TOUGH
{Efoe L ami . Smge) : Joel Beeke (Christian Focus) .Pu's"
Join Dr Timothy Keller as he opens up 3 . H‘
the first half of the book of Romans, LR quezfi?)ﬁ gilgjtlfisfebyd?al?,?gs?:r . " .? R.BLE
helping you to get to grips with its ACH THE salvation and many é)ther tc;pics’ i
meaning and showing how it
transforms our hearts and lives today. M
Buy both for $21.99 - phone and in

JoBl R. Beeke
1 7 we can find confusing and ;

Fon teaching us what God says in
store ordersonly Yo

his Word. ‘ % F@
4 'j : "

Crazy Busy Kevin DeYoung
(Crossway Books) DeYoung addresses the
Extravagant problem of busyness head on — and not with the
Grace

typical arsenal of time management tips, but
rather with the biblical tools we need to get to
Barbara Duguid

the source of the issue and pull the problem out
(P & R Publishing)

by the
Barbara's ﬂ " s Y
S empathetic, honest

3 o ° ; approach lifts our T v &
@ o focus from our
own performance

SPECIAL =
back to the God

who is bigger than
our failures—and

even uses them for
His glory.

W e e

The Deliberate Church
Mark Dever and Paul Alexander
(Crossway Books) Dever and Alexander propose a model of complete reliance and submission to the

gospel when building a healthy church. Great resource for pastors, elders, and others interested in the

vitality of their church.
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with Kevin Murray

David and Wendy Hall are in
their early 60's. However,
instead of thinking of retirement
they are going out for a second
time to serve others with the
gospel.

WHERE WILL YOU BE SERVING?

DAVID: - Wendy and | are going to Fiji to a Bible
college at Lautoko. It’s quite a well-established
college and we'll be working there for most of the
week. For the rest of the week we hope to be
engaged in communicating with the broader

“ SER

theological education scene in Fiji and across the
Pacific.

YOU'VE BEEN INVOLVED IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
BEFORE. PLEASE TELL US A BIT ABOUT THAT.

WENDY: For seven years we were working in
Mongolia at the Union Bible Theological College
in Ulan Bator. David was teaching Bible subjects
and | did some English teaching.

HOW DO YOU THINK MONGOLIA WILL BE DIFFERENT
FROM FlJI?

DAVID: 1think the background of the students and
staff will be very different. In Mongolia it was
basically a first generation of Christians. They'd
come from a very mixed religious background —
Buddhist, atheist, shamanistic, animistic — and
they'd embraced Christianity. Many had very, very
little knowledge of the Bible and so we were really
dealing with helping them to come to grips with
the basis of Christianity and for many of them, the
Bible was a new book so we did a lot of
foundational work. Fiji has had the gospel for such
along time.The difficulty with that is that at some
level having the gospel has meant that many have
become strong believers but also that some have
become a bit immune to it. We're dealing with
people whose understanding of the Bible may
have been twisted or distorted. We really want to
do the work of rebuilding the foundation and
strengthening in growing the foundation well.

WENDY, WHAT WILL BE YOUR ROLE IN THE MINISTRY?

WENDY: My role will be similar to what | was doing
in Mongolia because the college said that | can be
involved in teaching English but I'm not sure yet
what that will look like. That will be found out
when | get there!

WHAT EXCITES YOU ABOUT THIS MINISTRY?
DAVID: 1 think the thing that really excites me is

VING IN MISSION AS A RETIREE

BY PETER BURKE | APWM PARTNER AGENCY MISSIONARY SERVING WITH SIM IN NIGERIA

In the past missionaries were
identified at least for Africa by
pith helmets. In addition, they
were expected to be rather young
| due to life expectancy issues.

= In this day and age such thinking is outmoded due
to medical advances and societal influences. Yes

4 there are still young singles, couples and families

committing to life time gospel outreach. More
such people are wanted.

However, another group of missionaries is
“ emerging who are retirees. Mission societies are
aware such people can contribute from a
perspective of life experiences in kingdom

< business.

4 The writer 'retired’ from the position of Business
Manager of PLC Sydney in 2005 to become a
Finance Director of SIM Nigeria. Like any new
missionary appointee | went through the same
application and induction process as a full
member and on arrival in Nigeria with my late wife
we were not exempt from culture shock issues.

I had to learn in particular to put aside a rather task

5 focussed nature.There was the need to learn how
I W Tk,
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to be culturally relational. Yes, the life experiences
already encountered were very useful in respect
of the technical side of missionary activities. One
lesson | learnt was that modelling in action the
knowledge of being saved by grace was a greater
need.

Eight years on, learning in respect of cultural issues
continues. That learning will go on until the day |
cease working in Nigeria. While developing
problem solving skills Nigerian style, | had to learn
not to pose the solutions but rather ask the
questions and listen to the insights of my Nigerian
co-workers.A little too often we can be tempted to
suggest answers in the context of our background
rather than the context one is placed in.

Especially for one whose gifting is to analyse and
pose options to address a felt need.

A support style ministry in another culture raises
the need to model Christian lifestyle in the
circumstances one is placed in. How to integrate
the faith given to us by grace into the way life is
lived and to use the technical skills we have as
tools in Kingdom business.

Some may enquire what skills are useful in a
mission field context. The writer can say he is
functioning in Nigeria like a Business Manager

-y A s i o
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the opportunity to see the gospel and the Bible
really rooted in the lives of people, with them
growing and producing fruit in the Christian
community and beyond that. We want to see a
foundation based upon the word of God and
seeing people embrace Christ in the true sense,
not some sort of distorted theology. When the
gospel is taught well it brings forth real fruit in
lives and changes lives in a real way. So it's
teaching and working with the church and
wanting to see the church embrace Christand go
forward in that way.One of the things we are really
very conscious of is the support that we have
received through APWM and Pioneers and the
broader support of the Christian community.One
of the things that is very important about going
overseas is that it's not just for two people going,
it's the body of Christ and we're very thankful of
the support that we receive.

WENDY: I really love working with the students in
college and just getting to know them and
sharing in their lives and being able to support
and encourage them along their journey.

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU?

DAVID: One of the key issues for us is to be wise in
what we are involved in. There will be many
opportunities for ministry and we really want to
make sure that we are working on the ones that
God gifted us in. We want to be effective in
sharing our lives and sharing the truth of the
gospel with the people that we encounter in Fiji
and in the broader South Pacific.

WENDY: Please pray for our family as we leave
them behind. That's the hard aspect of this
ministry. Pray that we can encourage and bless
one another from a distance.

WWw.apwm.org.au (02) 9792 1373

(echoes of PLC Sydney) with responsibilities for
finance, projects coordination (ministries involving
monies) and construction. This is apart from
advisory roles in education and hospital
administration.

On one occasion SIM Nigeria was approached to
see if we could use a retired Australian lawyer. The

response by return e-mail was three legally linked =
tasks that would take months to work through
and the suggestion he also teach governance &=

from a Christian perspective. That lawyer came
out and was a blessing.

A mission field needs people who know how to
model Christ’s values in personal life and through
the gifting given to them.The skills could be from
a child community worker to a University lecturer

or discipleship to theological education. Again it

could be from a farmer to an agriculturist or
secretarial services to information technology.

For yet others the mission service might be in a
team undertaking a specific task for short periods
through an interdenominational mission or join
an APWM Workpartners team to Vanuatu.

The challenge for those approaching retirement
age is to ask yourself the question,“What is the
task or ministry that has been prepared by God for

me to undertake?” Could this be some form of

mission service? How can | best use the
experience and talents that God has given to
serve him in my retirement years?

[
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AND CHURCH DIRECTORY ALTERATIONS

.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

John Davies
john.a.davies@optusnet.com.au

Joshua Jung
ptcjoshua@icloud.com

Harrijanto Rusli
rusliharrijanto@gmail.com

Russell Vandervelden
russellmpc@gmail.com

William Andrew Williamson
andyrose2@gmail.com

Nabil Zakhary
nmzakhary@hotmailcom

MINISTERS, HOME
MISSIONARIES, ETC.

Rev. Stuart CLEMENTS passed away on
Friday 6 Dec.2013 at Tanderra
Nursing home after a long illness.

Deaconess Rhonda DALEY

Hospital Chaplain

41 Bouvardia Street (PO Box 3354)
ASQUITH NSW 2077

- 43 Badmington Rd, (PO Box 83),
Croydon NSW 2132.

H/W: (02) 9797 4780

M: 0433918690

E: markadams86@gmail.com

Please update pages 23 and 158 of
the current version of The Key and
any other records you may hold for
Mark Adams.

Rev. Wilson FERNANDES
242/2 Dawes Road
BELROSE NSW 2085
H: (02) 8970 1145

Mr Robert Jonathan THURLOW (Home
Missionary) please alter his address
on page 226 from ... HENTY NSW
2658 to:

18 Thompson Avenue
HOBARTVILLE NSW 2753

H: Remove.

M/E: Remains unchanged.

Rev. Adrian de GRAAF demitted the
pastoral charge of Mosman in 2013
and the manse at 32 Gouldsbury
Street, Mosman is now vacant. His
new contact details are:-

FORSTER NSW 2429
M: 0431685172
E:  hannifamily@icloud.com

Rev. Allan Rui Min MAO

65 Pacific Avenue
PENSHURST NSW 2222
H: (02) 95850616

Please change the postcode for Rev.
George MEDVEDSKY on pg 193 to 2482

Rev. Richard John QUADRIO (Defence
Force Chaplain):

32/4 Myilly Terrace

LARRAKEYAH NT 0820

M: Remains unchanged.

Rev. Sylvester Ho Ching SIU was licensed

by Sydney South Presbytery on 11
Dec 2012, he then Translated to
Central Coast Presbytery on 8 June
2013 and was ordained and
inducted in to the Woy Woy PC on
15 Dec.2013. His new contact
details are:

118-120 Blackwall Rd (PO Box 293)
WOY WOY NSW 2256

H: (02) 4342 2856

M: 0403 252 862

E: slysiu@gmail.com

Please update pages 124,206 and
229 in the current copy of The Key.

OTHER

Please note the email addresses for
the following in The Key should
read:-

u Rev. Stefan Slucki — Church and
Nation Committee, page 14
gracedman@bigpond.com

m Rev.Dr lan Smith - College
Committee, page 14
ismith@christcollege.edu.au

m Very Rev Dr Allan Harman -
Defence Force Chaplaincy
Committee, page 14
allan.m.harman@bigpond.com

= Mr R.Duncan Parker — National
Journal Committee, page 14
rdjparker@bigpond.com

m Northern Rivers PCC - Camp
Drewe, page 246
campdrewe@commander360.com
(delete the .au at the end)

m Page 115:The mobile number
listed for the Merrylands
Presbyterian Church is incorrect
the number should read:-|
0403 113 657, which is also the
number for the Rev.Winston Mah
(listed correctly on page 191).

H: (02) 9940 4343
M: 0437 64 7891
E: Rhonda.Daley@allowah.org.au

Rev. Russell William SMIDT was
inducted 11 Feb.2014 to Gungahlin,
New Life Presbyterian Church, his
new address is:-

107 Wanganeen Avenue
NGUNNAWAL ACT 2913 H:
H: (02) 6241 3750

M: Remains unchanged
E: russell@nlpc.org.au

Please update pages 23,40 and 206
of the current copy of The Key and
any other records you hold for him.

Rev. Mark Steven ADAMS works/lives at
the Sydney Missionary Bible College

ETHICS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Their applications for refugee status were
processed slowly and with high levels of suspicion
and avenues for appealing decisions have been
consistently reduced. At present, the Australian
government will not make any protection visas
available for anyone applying onshore during the
current financial year.

All of these measures have been explained as
ways for making arrival by boat unattractive.
Clearly, the boat trip from Indonesia or Sri Lanka is
dangerous and should be discouraged.

However, policies which simply treat people as
harshly as possible when they arrive are not
defensible. If Australian policies were genuinely
motivated by compassion for people in a
desperate situation then we would look at very
different solutions.

261HEPULSE

16 Veness Circuit

NARELLAN VALE NSW 2567
H: (02) 4648 5444

M: 0403 29 5963

E: degraafa@bigpond.net.au

Rev. Brett GRAHAM has moved to:
1 Gibbs Street

CROYDON NSW 2132

(02) 9747 2224

M/E: Remains unchanged.

Rev. David Reginald HANN was ordained
and inducted to Forster-Tuncurry
Church on 6 Dec., 2013 by the Mid
North Coast Presbytery. Please
update pages 32,110 and 180 with
the following new details:

39 Belton Way

Christ College
1 Clarence Street
BURWOOD NSW 2134

on 16th February 2014.

Rev. David Tsai

7/100 William Street
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046
H: (02) 9712 5399

There has been another side to the Australian
policy on refugees.We have welcomed significant
numbers of refugees who had been processed in
refugee camps, giving them strong support as
they settled in our communities. Australia has
been one of the leading nations in the world in
accepting refugees in this way. However, we have
been accepting decreasing numbers and refugee
resettlement is at its lowest point since the
modern program was introduced in 1977.

Allin all,as a nation, we could do far more to help
address a serious international problem, and it
would be good for us to discover a vein of
generosity and compassion rather than
continuing with ill-founded fears. Government
policies won't change until public attitudes start
to, and that is where the MACH evening gave me
hope.

Here were Christians who wanted to engage with
the issue and not accept the political rhetoric.They
were concerned about people suffering around

Dr lan Keith SMITH - Principal

O/F:  Remains unchanged
E: ismith@christcollege.edu.au

Rev. Alan Lloyd SWITZER passed away

M/E:  Remains unchanged.

m All mail addressed to the
Drummoyne Presbyterian Church
should be sent to their postal
address which is:-

PO Box 815
DRUMMOYNE NSW 1470

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN
WORLD MISSION

81 Shaftesbury Road

BURWOOD NSW 2134

National Director - Rev.Kevin Murray

- 0421366 720

E: national@apwm.org.au or:
kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

W: www.apwm.org.au

Skype: tokevmur

the world and in Australia, and were motivated to
find out what they could do. No one suggested
that there were easy solutions, but this was a
different conversation.

And that is where change has to start. Allan Asher
suggested that it may take five years for enough
Australians to start thinking differently about
refugees, and the change will have to be from the
grass roots. That is where churches can make a
difference.

We can remember that everyone made in God'’s
image deserves to be cared for and protected and
on that basis we can stay informed, pray for
refugees and people working with them, and tell
our politicians we want to welcome the suffering,
not keep them away. | pray that this year God will
continue to use our commitment to the message
of his saving love, to push us on in love in word
and action; and that we won't forget the refugees
in Australia and around the world. | hope the
MACH evening will be a sign of a growing trend.



Caretaker
BARNABAS HOUSE, GRIFFITH, NSW

Barnabas House is a
professional counselling
service, in Griffith and
Hay NSW, offering a raft
of options for clients in
terms of counselling, crisis support, residential
family counselling and other live-in therapy
options.

We have an out-patient facility as well as an in-
house option in which clients can live on site and
access regular counselling to speed up
stabilization and provide a fresh outlook on life.

The service is particularly pertinent to people
suffering from acute depression, anxiety, suicidal
thoughts, trauma, bereavement, compassion
fatigue or burnout..

We have a special program for Carers and
subsidized counselling and respite for carers is
available. This facility is unique in The Riverina
and surrounding districts, reaching a rural
clientele in desperate need of access to mental
health counselling.

We are currently looking for people to volunteer
as Caretakers on our property.The role requires:

GRIFFITH

Courselling

W Short or long term stay
B Evangelical Christians

B Willing to be involved in maintenance around
the property, occasionally cleaning rooms

B Provide after hours access for residents
The role includes:

B Fully furnished residence available

B Power and water included

B Rental per week is $70.00

All enquires phone Erwin Webb on (02) 6964
4927

DATE & INFO
CHRIST COLLEGE CONTACT

The former Presbyterian Theological College (PTC)
has a new name, a new address and a new
website. Check out www.christcollege.edu.au on the
web, or visit 1 Clarence St Burwood NSW 2134, or
phone 02 9744 1977. To contact the principal, Rev
Dr lan Smith, email ismith@christcollege.edu.au

DIARY DATES:
Trustee Meetings - 2014

February24  June 23 October 27
March 24 July 28 December 1
April 28 August 25

May 26 Sept 22

No meetings in January or November

[| > NOTICEBOARD:
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NSW General Assembly:

The next session of the General Assembly will be
held at 7pm on Monday June, 30 2014 in the
Audrey Keown Theatre of the Performing Arts
Centre at the Presbyterian Ladies’ College,
Boundary St, Croydon.

Federal Assembly:

The next session of the General Assembly will be
held at 7pm on Monday September 12,2016, in
the Chinese Presbyterian Church, Corner Crown
and Albion streets, Sydney or at such other date,
time and place as may be decided (Min.110).

Commission of Assembly:

The Commission of Assembly will meet on April
16 at the General Office, Surry Hills and again in
November.

Mentor
Equipping

Sally Jones and Peter Moore are
facilitating a 3 year Mentor
Equipping course, commencing in
Sydney in mid 2014 for the John
Mark Extension.

The course involves a three day
live-in seminar, and two one day
seminars each year for the three
years of the course. Be warned:

THE NEXT STEP

CHRIST

COLLEGE

THE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGIHCAL CENTRE

CHRIST FOR ALL OF LIFE

trainees will begin mentoring
immediately! Numbers are
limited to 12 trainees, and
applications close shortly.

For more information, an
application form and / or to
apply for an interview contact:

Rev Peter Moore, Sutherland International
Pres. Church. pecmoores@gmail.com
psepmatcon feams e

0291263161 =---- 0403392884
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College (now called Christ College) something
he was more than happy to do.

By now married, Mark became Dad to Joshua,
now 16 and Hannah, now 14 before he exited
to his first parish role in Wee Waa.

“It was a really great place to raise a young
family with ironically a strong historical
connection with southern California cotton
growers moving to the area. | learned a lot.
Ministry can be the best of times and the worst
of times, but | am deeply thankful to God for
the opportunity to serve in a congregation
with such a strong evangelical heritage. There
wasn't a week that went by that | didn’t sense
God's hand of grace sustaining me.”

Sons Luke, now 12, Ben, now 10 and Thomas,
now eight, came along while the family were
living in Wee Waa.

In 2007 the family relocated back to Sydney.
Mark spent five years at Cornerstone Concord.
Then two years ago was part of a merger

between St David's Presbyterian Church
Strathfield and Concord.

“We have seen significant growth and God has
really blessed a good co-operative work,” he
says. Baby Noah was born a year ago.

Sadly, Mark’s mother died“still angry at me”but
his father joined a Presbyterian church in
Glenwood and died 18 months later, now five
years ago a Christian.

With a busy church and family, Mark doesn’t
have much time for other activities, and is sad
he recently had to give up cycling due to a back
injury.

“I like walking with my wife, which we do every
Monday and | am enjoying teaching my 16 year
old son how to drive.With five to go - they have
to do 120 hours each at the wheel - | have a fair
few to get through!

With Assembly just a few months away, Mark is
eagerly researching his role and praying for
guidance on how to execute it.

“As David Cook said, it’s a great privilege and |
am honoured to take up my duty for God.”
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GOD

Thomas Boston spent eighty-four pages
explaining this verse in volume four of his works.
It is a verse so packed with meaning that it
warrants every bit of Boston’s earnest and
thorough powers of exposition. Paul had just
warned against the Judaizers whom he called the
‘mutilators’ (3:2), those who circumcise outwardly
but miss its new covenant significance. This leads
him to give a summary description of the true
Christian:’For we are the circumcision who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and
put no confidence in the flesh’(3:3).

THE CHURCH IS THE NEW ISRAEL

'We are the circumcision,' says Paul. The normally
quite literal NASB says: ‘We are the true
circumcision', but Paul saw no need to include the
adjective. He declared in all simplicity that
Christians are the circumcision, the true and only
Jews, the new covenant people of God. The true
Church is Israel, the only Israel before God
(Gal.6:16).That is why Jesus chose twelve disciples,
to replace by fulfilling the role of the twelve
patriarchs of Israel.

Israel was a chosen race, a royal priesthood and a
holy nation (Ex.19:5-6) and the Church is described
in the same terms (1 Pet.2:9). It is the new temple
and the new Zion looking to the heavenly Zion
(Eph.2:20-22; 1 Pet.2:5;Gal.4:26;Heb.12:22-24).The
true people of God are not those who mutilate
themselves and keep the feasts. They are not
defined by their physical descent from Abraham
(John 8:31-59; Gal.3:1-29).The true Jew is not one
who is merely circumcised, but one who has
received the circumcision of the heart by
the Spirit (see Deut.10:16; 30:6;
Jer.4:4;9:25-26;Rom.2:28-29).The
Church does replace Israel but
it ought not to be viewed as
replacement so much as
fulfilment.Every promise

that God has given
finds its Yes and Amen

in Christ (2 Cor.1:20).

The great apostle

WITH PETER BARNES

THE TRUE PEOPLE OF

‘For it is we who are the circumcision, we

who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence
in the flesh’ - pHILIPPIANS 33

goes on to describe Christians in three ways.

CHRISTIANS WORSHIP GOD IN THE
SPIRIT

This is not necessarily liturgical nor is it necessarily
noisy. The distinction is not so much the internal
versus the external,in the way that liberal German
Protestantism believed. Paul is speaking of a new
order and a new realm, that which is defined by
the coming of the Spirit. It is where the Spirit
makes Christ known, and gives love and freedom,
and a sense of God's presence. Some have
understood Paul to be referring to the human
spirit here, but the context is Trinitarian.

Christians worship God in the Spirit through the
merits of the Son, Christ Jesus. Jesus told the
Samaritan woman that God is spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth
(John 4:23-24). Almost certainly, Jesus is referring
not to the human ‘spirit’ but the divine Holy Spirit.
It is the Spirit who enables Christians to worship
(John 4:24;Phil.3:3),to pray (Zech.12:10;Rom.8:26-
27;Eph.2:18;6:18; Jude 20) and to fellowship with
God and His people (2 Cor.13:14; Phil.2:1).Without
the Spirit,our worship would resemble the woeful
travesty that is Carols in the Domain on the
Saturday before Christmas.

CHRISTIANS BOAST IN CHRIST JESUS

The ESV and NIV say we‘glory in Christ Jesus'while
the NKJV has ‘rejoice’ Charles Simeon adopted the
translation of ‘rejoice; and said of the Christian:'He
does not indeed always feel the same delight in
the Saviour; but his richest consolations and
sublimest joys arise from this source, insomuch
that all the pleasures of sense are nothing in his
eyes in comparison of one hour’s fellowship with
the Son of God.

However, the better reading would be ‘glory” or
‘boast’People boast about all sorts of things; there
are those who boast in the law but
dishonour God by breaking it
(Rom.2:23).In contrast, the Christian
attributes all of his salvation to
Christ,and so speaks loudly of Christ.

As Isaac Watts put it:

Jesus, my Lord! | know His Name,
His Name is all my boast.

It is not just a matter of
believing that Jesus
existed and died on a
cross, and maybe
even rose from the
dead. It is boasting in

Him, glorying in Him, being centred on Him in our
beliefs and our affections.To the Corinthians, Paul
cited Jeremiah who wrote of boasting in Yahweh,
and applied this to the Lord Jesus Christ (Jer.9:23-
24; 1 Cor.1:31). All our wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification,and redemption is located in Christ
(1 Cor.1:30). Hence Paul could boast only of the
cross of Christ (Gal.6:14).

CHRISTIANS PUT NO CONFIDENCE IN
THE FLESH

Boasting in Christ has an obverse side - we put no
confidence in the flesh. Calvin defined the flesh as
everything that is outside Christ. Christians put no
trust in nationality, nor in birth, nor in training, nor
in politics, nor in morality, nor in anything which
comes from us. We are weak, sinful, fallen, false,
deceived and deceitful human beings who are
dead before God.

Those who trust their own righteousness naturally
look upon others with contempt (Luke 18:9). But
those who trust in Christ know that apart from
Him, we can do nothing (John 15:5). We find this
same teaching in the Old Testament (see Jer.17:5-
6).As Edward Mote put it:

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
| dare not trust my sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

A person who leans on anything else is not a
Christian. He may believe some Christian things,
and seem to be a moral and upright person, but
he is leaning on the wrong thing. Augustus
Toplady wrote: Foul, | to the fountain fly. He
believed that he was foul and in need of cleansing,
and so made his way to the living waters of
salvation.ltis because he believed the former that
he did the latter.

We must beware of any subtle deviation from the
truth.Thomas Boston even warns that ‘The saints
have no confidence in habitual grace.’ He added:
‘The grace within the saints is a well whose springs
are oft stopped, and whose streams are oft very
dry; but the grace without them, in Christ, is an
ever-flowing fountain, to which they can never
come wrong.’ So it is not just a matter of whether
we believe in Christ, but whether we do not
believe in ourselves. That is one of the defining
statements of a Christian: the Christian rejoices
that his boast is in Christ alone.

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward | look, and see Him there
Who put an end to all my sin.

Because the sinless Saviour died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me.

Paul was convicted and persuaded of this truth.To
be Christians, so must we be.





