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Editorial
KAREN FORMAN

Spring has sprung with 
warmer weather, the 
blooming of wattles and 
bulbs and the birth of 
new lambs in the Snowy 
Mountains of NSW, where 
I am blessed to live.

After the physical and 
metaphorical darkness of a 
COVID-19 affected winter, 
September brings hope for  the 
containment of the virus that has 
affected the lives of all of us.

In the mountains the snow is 
already starting to melt, filling 
up a very low Lake Jindabyne, 
which not only provides the 
local water supply, but feeds 
the Snowy Hydro Scheme and 
then runs downhill to nourish 
farmlands of the Riverina.

As various Federal and State 
Government restrictions aimed 
at keeping Australians healthy 
have ebbed and flowed during 
the colder months, the General 
Office and the Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church of 
NSW and the ACT have worked 
hard to keep our people 
up to date and informed. 
General Manager Jeof Falls 
and his team have regularly 
communicated information 
sheets detailing what the rules 
and guidelines pertaining to 
churches, congregations and 
ministries are and how we 
should respond. pcnsw.org.au

Throughout the pandemic, 
churches of the PCNSW/ACT 
have responded to both the 
requirements of government 
bodies and to the needs of our 
people and people wanting to 
know Jesus. We have been 
encouraged to know that 
above all, God is sovereign 
and that He is always with us. 

There is much  to celebrate 
in this Spring edition and we 
invite our readers to share 
the link to family, friends and 
church family members at 
www.pcnsw.org.au/pulse

We appreciate help in getting 
the word out to our hard copy 
readers on how to find the 
magazine. Meanwhile, Peter 
Merrick in our office is happy 
to print off hard copies for 
folk who do not have internet 
access. Contact him pmerrick@
pcnsw.org.au to organise.

On behalf of Jeof and our 
editorial team, with sunshine, 
melting snow and lambs 
around me as I put this edition 
to bed, I am reminded of the 
light that our father in Heaven 
is to us all:

Then Jesus again spoke to 
them, saying, “I am the Light 
of the world; he who follows 
Me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the Light of life.” 
John 8:12

http://www.pcnsw.org.au/the-pulse

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterianchurchnsw
http://pcnsw.org.au
http://www.pcnsw.org.au/pulse
mailto:pmerrick%40pcnsw.org.au?subject=
mailto:pmerrick%40pcnsw.org.au?subject=
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NSW Parliament has formed a Joint 
Select Committee to conduct an Inquiry 
into the Anti-Discrimination Amendment 
(Religious Freedoms and Equality) 
Bill 2020, which was introduced into 
Parliament on May 13 this year.

The Joint Select Committee’s report into the bill 
will assess whether the objectives of the bill are 
valid and (if so) whether the terms of the bill are 
appropriate for securing its objectives.

The bill aims, amongst other things, to:

•	 establish principles of the Act for the purpose 
of reconciling conflicting human rights and anti-
discrimination provisions, using international 

conventions and other instruments,
•	 to define religious beliefs and activities in a 

comprehensive and contemporary way, making 
religious freedoms and the fair treatment of 
believers and non-believers possible,

•	 to prohibit discrimination on the ground 
of a person’s religious beliefs or religious 
activities in work and other areas, so that 
religion has protections equal to other forms 
of discrimination in NSW, and

•	 to prohibit discrimination against people who 
do not have any religious conviction, belief, 
opinion or affiliation.

The Presbyterian Church in NSW, as a key 
stakeholder recognised by Parliament, has made 
a submission to the Inquiry and we will keep you 
informed of the outcomes in due course.

Taking Christianity Everyday 
online: Christian Thinking 
about COVID-19
On three evenings in June and July this year, the 
Gospel, Society and Culture Committee of the NSW 
General Assembly ran a series of online seminars 
to present Christian thinking about COVID-19.

More than 300 participants from across NSW and 
the ACT (and beyond!) registered for the seminars, 
to hear 18 different speakers. The Committee was 
very thankful for the willingness of their guests to 
participate in the seminars, and for the enthusiasm 
with which they were received by participants.

A diverse range of topics were covered including:

What is it like to be working in a hospital during 
the pandemic?

How can we offer pastoral care when doors are 
closed?

How can we understand the presence of evil in 
the world?

What does it mean to seek the common good?

What happens when “staying home” isn’t safe?

What are the new models of ministry emerging 
during these lockdown months?

How has the media reported the pandemic?

What does our economic future look like?

Foreign aid and charity - where does it begin?

If you weren’t able to join the seminars, visit the 
GS&C Committee website to watch some of 
the recorded talks, or download the resources 
provided by the speakers. Visit Website

Anti-Discrimination Amendment Inquiry
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“Woonona Presbyterian is all about 
Jesus.” So explains GO Coordinator 
at Woonona Presbyterian Community 
Church, Hazel Nisbet when 
interviewed on the subject of truly 
complementarian ministries.

“The church has four key goals that undergird 
its ministry and vision,’’ Hazel says. “It Connects 
with God and each other through Jesus, Grows 
more like Jesus together, Serves one another 
with the love of Jesus and Goes into the world in 
the name of Jesus.’’

Connect, Grow, Serve and Go are each lead by 
coordinators who meet together each week to 
pray for and plan these ministries. The ministries 
involve church elders, ministry leaders and many 
volunteers. Hazel is the Go Coordinator and has 
been working for the church since 2011.

“The vision of GO is to train and equip people 
to show and tell the good news of Jesus in 
their community,’’ she says. “Training includes 
preparing a one-minute testimony and a simple 
gospel presentation. GO ministry encompasses 
many activities: Youth Connect, Kids' Fun Days, 
Art Classes, Folk Festival Band, Overcomers 
Outreach, school working bees, Computer 
Club, Scripture Teaching, Breakfast Club and 
Discovery Bible Studies at local retirement 
villages, Bellambi Surf Life Saving Club and Bulli 
Beach Café. The GO team visits neighbours in 
Woonona and Bellambi each week as part of 
#noplaceleft. They take home baked biscuits 
and offer to chat, and pray or share a Bible story.’’

The GO team connects with local projects which 
care for people who are in need and support 
social justice. It supports its local women’s 
refuge, Mission Australia, Need-a-Feed and IRT  
(Illawarra Retirement Trust) Age Matters. 

Hazel has a heart for sharing the gospel and 
connecting with people from many walks of 
life. She has a gift for gently getting alongside 

people who are on the margins and may not feel 
comfortable walking into a church. 

Like for so many of us, COVID-19 has brought 
significant challenges to the way Hazel’s 
ministry works; “I felt a huge loss not being able 
to go into our community to teach Scripture in 
schools, run Bible studies in retirement homes 
or visit and share about Jesus with neighbours 
each week,’’ she says.

“We knew we had to find safe ways to stay 
connected with our community. We started a 
“Love Thy Neighbour” Campaign, encouraging 
our people to deliver a flyer to their street and to 
other vulnerable people, offering to chat or pick 
up or provide food supplies and prescriptions. 
We also started recruiting and training Scripture 
teachers so we were ready to go back into our 
six local schools.”

Despite the challenges, Hazel is faithfully staying 
the course and has been adapting the way she 
works with her characteristic creativity. 

There are still many things she loves about her 
role as GO coordinator; “I love how generous 
our congregation is with its time and money. 
Instead of visiting our neighbours we have 
prayer walked our streets. We are currently 
delivering Gospels of John to letterboxes and 
inviting people to Discovery Bible Study groups 
and online church. We have started ‘Stories of 
Hope’ and have moved Overcomers Outreach 
and other groups to zoom. We have made many 
calls and sent letters and Bible Study materials 
to people in retirement homes.”

Woonona Pressie: All About Jesus
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Newly appointed PCNSW/ACT 
Moderator Andrew Campbell 
reckons he cannot remember 
when he became a Christian, 
but has always known “I am a 
sinner and saved by grace.’’

Andrew was brought up in 
a Bible believing household 
in Coffs Harbour and Inverell 
Presbyterian Churches, where 
his father, Rev Donald Campbell, 
was the minister.

He came to faith in Christ 
through his parents’ Biblical 
teaching and Godly example, 
and recalls his mother telling 
the story of how being served in 
a butcher’s one day she heard 
a little voice behind her, singing, 
‘Only a sinner, saved by grace. 
Only a sinner, saved by grace …’ 

“So I thank God that I grew up in 
a loving, faithful family, under the 
ministry of a man who believed 
and lived God’s word,’’ he says. 
“Sure, there were times when I 
was rebellious at Armidale uni 
(like so many), but I soon took 
up my parents’ faith for myself 
and really never looked back.’’

Both his grandparents were 
ministers and his great-
grandfather (converted in a 
Revival in Scotland in 1859) so 
Andrew is a fourth-generation 
minister. 

Formally welcomed as 
Moderator at the 2020 
PCNSW/ACT General 
Assembly in July, Andrew said 
he was looking forward to his 
year ahead, despite a rather 
unusual investiture. Because 
of COVID-19 restrictions, 
the Assembly was not held 
in person at PLC Sydney as 
usual, but online, via the Zoom 
meeting platform.

“The Zoom Assembly was 
bizarre,’’ he says. “No singing 
God’s praise! Preaching in a 
small room to seven people. 
No communion! No coffee in 
the sun and catching up. Yes, it 
was a bit disappointing. I should 
have practised being in front 
of a camera … and regarded 
all microphones as loaded.  It 
was a bit disappointing in that 
sense. But we did what we 
had to do, and got through the 
business in record time. I thank 
God for the understanding 
of the church - that everyone 
knew how awkward it was and 
we didn’t have points of order 
and privilege and challenging 
Moderator’s rulings.’’

Moving ahead, he says he wants 
to encourage the Church and 
its people in the difficult time 
that is the COVID-19 pandemic.

“There are a lot of people more 
anxious than usual and a lot 
of things have changed, not 
always for the better. I said in 
my Moderatorial Address that 
I think we as a denomination 
have pretty well got the Gospel; 
but I am not sure that we as 
church leaders are living it as 
we should, giving ourselves 
24/7/365 to our people as 
Jesus did, as Paul did. 

“1 Thessalonians 2v5 will be 
my key verse:  We loved you so 
much that we were delighted 

to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but our lives as 
well, because you had become 
so dear to us.’’

By his side will be wife Maxine 
Anne, whom he married on 
January 29 1972. Anne works 
full time with Brighter Access 
(a NDIS Disability Provider) in 
Inverell, as a Behavior Support 
Practitioner. 

The couple have four children: 
Michael (married to Annita); 
Daniel (married to Donna); 
Sarah-Joy (married to Christian) 
and Simon (married to Kim) and  
26 grandchildren. 

Andrew studied Rural Science at 
the University of New England, 
Armidale, graduated with B.Ru.
Sc.(Hons) and accepted a 
private appointment to Warialda 
Home Mission Station, from 
1972 to 1974.

He was ordained a Ruling 
Elder at Inverell in February 
1972 then studied at Moore 
Theological College 1975-1977 
to graduate with a B.Th. (Hons) 
and take a role at Muswellbrook 
Presbyterian Church 1978-
1980 with roles at Mount Druitt, 
Lalor Park Blacktown, St Mary’s 
and PY Conference Centre 
Thornleigh.

He is currently Home Missionary 
(half time) at Guyra and Glen 
Innes Presbyterian Churches 
and lives at ‘Geebung Flat’, 
Stanborough 25km south of 
Inverell.

Andrew Campbell: Meet our new Moderator
BY KAREN FORMAN
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The Scots College 
campus of Glengarry 
has had its fair share 
of disaster, rebuild and 
restoration this year. 

In what has proven to be 
a year like no other, the 
nation and the world had 
to take on the view that: 
"He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold 
together." Colossians 1:17 
(NIV). 

The Scots College, its 
Glengarry team and 
the Kangaroo Valley 
community supported 
each other – held together 
– to rebuild Glengarry and 
offer an outdoor education 
program unique to 2020. 

Raising young men 
inspired by Christian faith 
and values is the aim of 
The Scots College. 

All areas of study (academic, 
co-curricular and sport) 
support this philosophy. 
A tumultuous start to the 
year – bushfires, floods 
and a global pandemic 
– meant all staff had to 
develop new programs 
and adapt existing ideas, 
to ensure the students still received an excellent 
educational experience. 

In Semester 1, our Glengarry Intake 1 which 
comprised of 106 Year 9 students, had to relocate 
and establish its base at Cataract Scout Park, Appin. 

Although away from 
Kangaroo Valley, boys 
maintained their spirit 
of Glengarry in all their 
activities, classes and 
hiking trips, while dormitory 
buildings at the Glengarry 
site were rebuilt.

“The Glengarry team 
needed to adapt very 
quickly for Term 1. They ran 
new programs: hiking in 
the Belangalo State Forest, 
canoe trips to Berowra 
Waters, caving trips at 
Wee Jasper and mountain-
biking down at Canberra. 

At what first appeared to 
be a logistical nightmare, 
quick thinking and the 
opportunity to adapt the 
experiential program, 
made all trips very 
successful; giving the 
College ideas relevant for 
future Glengarry intakes,” 
said Dr Ian PM Lambert, 
Principal of The Scots 
College. 

After an astronomical 
three-month effort from 
staff and the Kangaroo 
Valley community, Intake 1 
boys were able to return to 
Glengarry at the beginning 
of Term 2. Although a 
celebratory moment, it 

was overshadowed by the pandemic limiting 
the College’s ability around residential boarding 
requirements and being unable to take the 
students offsite.

Glengarry’s journey of hope: 
restoration, rebuild, reflection

A new camp kitchen under construction

An excavator on Daintree road removing dead trees.

The new mezzanine was built as part of our new 'canoe 
building' rotation. Each week a dorm of boys sleeps at 

the farm shed and builds a two-person canoe. They take 
the canoe out on the Kangaroo River on a canoeing 

expedition. The students may take their canoe home at 
the end of the intake.
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Despite this challenge, 
it had not deterred the 
staff at all in ensuring 
the Glengarry program 
continued. Students 
rotated around the 
Glengarry property, 
stayed at different sites 
and completed different 
week-long activities. 
They stayed in swags, 
tents, houses and 
dorms and completed 
activities such as building 
canoes, academic work, 
rebuilding mountain 
bike tracks, undertook a 
four-day solo hiking trip, 
and projects such as the 
creation of a bush chapel.  

During their solo hiking 
trips, boys were tasked to complete creative 
writing projects. Their words convey a deep 
sensitivity to the fire-damaged surroundings 
and the wonder of natural restoration. They had 
time to reflect on what had happened and how 
creation was being restored:

“Eve’s holy garden. I’m just one small speck 
surrounded by life staring at me, into me, 
through me. Dead sticks lie everywhere like the 
trees’ fallen sons in a war. The trees watch me 
use these sticks to keep my fire alight at night.”
George Calligeros (Year 9, Intake 1, 2020)

“It was as if a monster had devoured it. Left 
with nothing but bare bones, smelling like the 
ashes of a campfire. The dusty remains of what 
was once a forest look to me, as if taunting me. 
‘You’re going to end up like me,’ the dead trees 
seemed to snarl like witches. But I see anxiety 
in their façade. I see the green that is already 
poking out of the black, the new life that has 
sprung from the deceased. This forest was not 
as dead as it seemed.”

William Liu (Year 9, Intake 1, 2020)

“The students and staff shared unique 
experiences and bonded through adversity. They 
learned about adaptability and resilience. The 

program’s experiential learning opportunities 
were adjusted according to COVID-19 
restrictions, with more spacing, and activities 
that could be completed individually, but in 
parallel with the larger group,” said Dr Lambert.

Like intakes before them, boys and staff 
looked forward to the rite of passage event 
that marked the conclusion of the Glengarry 
experience: The Long Journey Home. This trip 
too, was modified due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Boys were divided into smaller groups, with 
staggered departures, to complete a six-day, 
200km journey. All groups finished on the same 
day and caught the ferry from Bundeena to 
Sydney Heads. They walked onto the College 
oval to the sound of bagpipes and the cheers 
of the Scots community and their parents.

What a journey they have experienced – alone 
and together. Circumstances had changed in 
ways no one could have ever anticipated, and 
our students rose to the challenge. More than 
anything, they had time to contemplate and 
reflect on their significance in the world. The 
Scots College Glengarry team ensured that 
each young man that completed this program, 
discovered his strength, developed his character 
and are guided to pursue their God-given calling 
in the world.

Henry Whitehead (Year 9), Scots’ Glengarry Intake 1, takes in the 
surroundings on his four-day, supervised, solo hike. 
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Sydney minister Mark 
Powell has taken on 
the role of convener of 
the committee which 
produces the Australian 
Presbyterian (AP) 
magazine.

Mark, who has long held an 
interest in the media, said 
he was both honoured and 
excited to take on the role.

“It is a great opportunity to 
seek to bless and resource 
the church with materials to 
build them up in the faith, while 
also including new authors to 
develop their gifts,’’ he said.

AP is the National Journal 
of the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia, different to the 
NSW/ACT Presbyterian Pulse 
magazine.

Mark took over the role from 
Duncan Parker, who he says 
“really did a fantastic job of 
overseeing the committee 
during a time when print media 
everywhere was faced with 
enormous challenges’’

Current Moderator General 
and author of The Last Word 
published in each edition of 
The Pulse, Peter Barnes, will 
continue to provide editorial 
oversight for AP. 

The Committee is made up 
of members from each of the 
various states.

Mark said AP used to do 10  

print-runs a year, but this had 
become financially unviable. 

“Thus, since becoming 
Convener, we have sought to 
strengthen AP’s online and 
social media presence. This is 
because less and less young 
people—in particular—are 
taking up subscriptions and 
are viewing information online. 
For example, I have been 
focusing on conducting regular 
interviews in partnership with 
Reformers Bookshop.’’

Interviews include:

1. Carmelina Read (Dean of 
Women at Christ College)
2. Kevin Murray (Director of 
APWM)
3. David Cook - Preaching
4. David Robertson - An 
international perspective on 
the Australian church scene
5. Dorcas Denness - women 
and cross-cultural mission
6. Dr. Stephen Chavura - 
Cultural Marxism
7. James Jeffrey - How to 
Survive University as a 
Christian

“Another major area that 
I am seeking to develop 
is the production of short 
videos that address particular 
topics. Below are a couple of 
examples of the type of thing 
that I have started producing 
in conjunction with Caldron 
Pool Media, run by Ben Davis, 
who is also a member of the 
committee. Ben is a graphic 
designer,  political cartoonist 
and graduate of Christ College 

in Sydney. Watch video: Here 
and here.

Mark said the focus for AP had 
always been, and continued 
to be, on resourcing the wider 
Church with quality articles, 
book reviews and news 
from a reformed-evangelical 
perspective. 

“We try to prayerfully consider 
topics that will be of relevance 
to followers of Jesus, while at 
the same time being faithful to 
God’s Holy Word. Sometimes 
this can lead to controversy 
but our desire is always for the 
glory of Christ’s Name and the 
protection of His flock (2 Tim. 
4:2-3; Acts 20:28-29).

“Could I genuinely ask that 
readers please keep us in your 
prayers? That would be deeply 
appreciated! While we are 
well aware of our weaknesses 
and limitations, we are also 
convinced that by the LORD's 
grace and strength Christ’s 
people will be blessed through 
what we do. If there are 
particular issues or concerns 
that you think should be 
addressed, then please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch.’’

New leader; direction for AP magazine

Mark Powell and family

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKNVpC2vEF8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFSG55xuf6s
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“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to 
teach others.“ 2  T I M O T H Y  2 : 2

Albury ministries and METRO online

From Paul Sheely and Neil 
Auranaune (METRO MTS trainer 
and apprentice at Albury PC): 

COVID-19 has certainly brought many changes 
down upon all of us in every facet of life.  It's 
a great encouragement to see the way our 
churches have rapidly responded and adapted 
to the present restrictions so as to continue to 
speak the Word of God to each other prayerfully 
and lovingly.  

In Albury we are continuing the vast majority 
of our ministries on-line including our METRO 
Ministry training.

We continue to meet each week to spur each 
other on as disciples of Jesus.  We continue to 
read the Bible and pray. 

We continue to wrestle with theological topics 
and pastoral challenges.  Lately we've been 
working hard at developing a set of questions to 
guide us as we regularly keep in touch with our 
church family members.  We want to do more 
than simply keep in contact.  We want to help 
people grow as followers of Jesus.

We've also been reading Jonah together.  The 
great encouragement is that if God can use 
a disobedient grumbling prophet to save a 
thoroughly evil and idolatrous pagan city he 
can certainly work through a pandemic and use 
technology to accomplish his good purposes in 
Christ!

FROM NEIL: 
I am really thankful for the opportunity that METRO 
gave to all its apprentices, by organising a couple 
of days at Christ college. It was great to be able to 
see one of the next step possibilities that are out 
there for apprentices. Getting to spend a couple 

of days sitting in on lectures and getting to sit 
down with the principal and the lecturers and ask 
them questions was really helpful.  It gave us an 
insight into what college life might look like if we 
decided that was in our future. 

It was really good for me to see what further 
education looks like as I never went to uni. 
Another bonus for me was that I got to catch 
up with two families in first year Christ college 
who both came from our church in Albury: Len 
Woonings and Luke Bartholomew.

It was good to see them again and find out how 
they’re going and to get an insider’s point of 
view of college.

Another great training opportunity in this time has 
come from MTS running Friday afternoon zoom 
meetings (FAM) for all trainers and apprentices. 
This training time has been really great in that 
it's specially designed for doing ministry during 
COVID-19. 

It has ranged from how to connect with the older 
people that might not be great with technology 
to how to recruit new apprentices during this 
time. It's also been helpful to see how other 
people and churches are doing ministry during 
this time of uncertainty and getting ideas on 
sharing them with others.

AND FROM THE CONVENER…
COVID-19 has been a difficult time for us all.  
Some things are difficult to do via Zoom or any 
other platform.  And ministry activities certainly 
are best handled in the face to face environment.   
Paul and Neil describe how COVID-19 does not 
stop God’s work.  Let us remember to pray for all 
our apprentices and trainers.

APPLICATIONS FOR SPONSORSHIP 
IN 2021: METRO.EDU.AU

Mark Powell and family
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New Dunesk is Presbyterian 
Inland Mission’s (PIM) bold new 
initiative to take the Gospel to 
rural and remote Australia. It is 
the property at the centre of the 
visionary and creative plan to 
inspire, equip and send out people 
for ministry into rural Australia.
 
Set in the wheatbelt of central NSW, New 
Dunesk is for the whole church. It is a 
place where everyone will catch the vision. 
A place where Jillaroos and Jackaroos 
network, Grey Nomads are trained and 
resourced, and Gap Year students gain 
a heart for the bush. It is a place that will 
see churches bush camping together, 
and travellers being drawn in for rest. It is 
where PIM’s past can be remembered and 
its future expanded.
 
PIM will never forget the enthusiastic 
applause when the plan for New Dunesk 
was presented to the General Assembly of 
Australia in 2019. The bold plan reminded 
many of an ambitious vision set by John 
Flynn. We are convinced that New Dunesk 
is our faithful and contemporary response 
to the great commission of Christ.

Rural Australia continues to present our 
church with a need. PIM has responded 
with a workable and sustainable ministry 
plan. The national Church has endorsed 
our vision – but now we need you to join 
with us to realise that vision.
 
Founding Partners is a regular giving 
program to provide needed capital that will 
enable us to build essential infrastructure 
so our programs at New Dunesk can be 
fully operational. Whether an individual 
or a church group, if you are a Founding 
Partner your financial assistance will help 
to practically realize this pioneering plan 
for ministry in rural Australia. 
 
With ongoing monthly donations in this 
start up period, you can help us bring 
Christ to inland Australia in a way never 
seen before. Please consider becoming a 
Founding Partner and joining with PIM in 
this unique one-off partnership.
 
To take up the opportunity to be part 
of something truly new, please visit our 
website pim.org.au/foundingpartners

Become a New Dunesk founding partner

http://pim.org.au/foundingpartners
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rom Priscilla Ruddle, SIM Benin Togo Projects 
Coordinator and APWM Partner. Based with 
permission, on an article written by Tianna 
Haas and first published at sim.org.

French is the official language in Benin (West 
Africa), but it is a very linguistically diverse 
country with over 60 ethnic groups. 

SIM Benin is currently involved in translating the 
Bible into four local languages including Yom, 
Monkolé and Fulfulde (Borgu). New Testaments 
have been published in these three languages.  
Four thousand copies of the complete Yom Bible 
have arrived into the port in Cotonou, Benin!

The translation of the Bible into Monkolé, a 
language indigenous to northern Benin, is 
drawing to a close after 40 years. 

Estimates of the Monkolé population range from 
20,000 to 100,000, though the precise number 
is unknown because the people are settled in 
various rural villages or interspersed in towns 
largely made up of other people groups. Many 
live in the villages surrounding the town of Kandi. 

The translation team began working on the 
New Testament in the 1980s led by Canadian 
Grace Birnie. Progress slowed as other ministry 
endeavours like church development and literacy 
training eclipsed their time, but eventually, it was 
published in 2007. Grace retired three years later. 

As Grace was transitioning out of her position, 
Hilary Deneufchatel began language learning, 
and a year and a half later, joined the translation 
team. She now leads the Old Testament translation 
and the publication of the Monkolé Bible. 

Two others have made up the team: Pastor 
Samuel Tchebo and church elder Philemon 
Orou Jean. Samuel has worked on the project 
from the start and has a unique role as the only 
known Monkolé pastor. 

Samuel said: “The work has changed enormously 
since I’ve been working on the team. When 
we started, we did all our first drafts on the 
blackboard. Then someone typed it up on a 

manual typewriter.” Copying was carried out 
on old machinery and coloured carbon paper. 
Now, computers and Paratext software have 
transformed the work. 

Both the New and Old Testaments have been 
translated from French into Monkolé with the 
Old Testament checked against the Hebrew text 
to stay true to the original language. 

The team has faced many personal difficulties 
during the project, including illness and accidents 
requiring extended leave of absence. Despite 
the struggles, the team persevered in the hope 
that the Monkolé people would soon be able to 
read the Scriptures in their heart language. 

The Monkolé New Testament is already 
producing a visible effect. Hilary says, “It is 
difficult to measure how many Jesus followers 
read the Scriptures regularly but over the time 
we've been here, we have seen certain preachers 
whose sermons show an understanding of the 
biblical text and evidence of a real desire to go 
more deeply into God's Word.”

The Scriptures in Monkolé have also influenced 
people who do not yet know Christ. Hilary says: 
“As the translation team has gone out to test 
the translation in the local villages, it's been 
encouraging to hear that some non-Christians 
have exclaimed, ‘This is really God's Word!’ 
Some have asked for their own copies!” 

The Monkolé people are traditionally an oral 
society. During translation testing, people 
were extremely willing to help. The translation 
team would speak with a local government 
representative, who would introduce the team to 
subjects or give them permission to find a testing 
group. The team would then read samples of 
the text to people and engage in discussion to 
evaluate their understanding.

An organisation that supports the dissemination 
of the Bible in minority languages, MiDi Bible, 
will soon commence the Monkolé Bible’s 
typesetting. The complete Bible is projected to 
be ready for distribution in early 2022.

Monkolé Bible Translation Project:
40 years in the making

F

http://sim.org
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Jericho Road has recently 
had the joy of welcoming a 
new chaplain to the team. 

Carin Cumberlege has joined as 
Chaplain at the Riverina Juvenile 
Justice Centre, where she’ll be sharing 
the hope of Jesus as she pastorally cares 
for the young people in custody, their families, 
and the staff she works with.

Tell us a bit about yourself and your background:
I’m Carin Cumberlege. My husband Andrew and 
I have been married for 22 years and have four 
lovely daughters between the ages of 11 and 20.

I have lived in regional NSW, in Wagga Wagga 
since 2005. I worked as a General Practitioner 
and at Headspace until 2016. Medicine taught 
me many valuable skills and I am grateful to 
God for the opportunity to work and learn in 
the medical field. By God’s grace one of the 
important things I learned was to really see 
people’s hurt and needs and have compassion 
for them. At the same time God was growing a 
desire in my heart to make Christ known to a 
world groaning in the shadow of death.

In 2017 I stepped out in faith into a formal ministry 
position at our local church (St Aidan’s Wagga 
Wagga) as the Children’s and Families ministry 
coordinator. St Aidan’s leadership provided an 
amazingly supportive and caring environment, 
where I grew in faith and developed skills for 
ministry. I enjoyed my time in the role tremendously.

What brought you to take up this new role? 
I heard about the chaplaincy role in Youth Justice 
about 12 months ago. My immediate reaction was: 
‘What a fantastic opportunity to share the gospel 
and care for young people who often experienced 
little care through their childhood,’ - but I didn’t 
think I was the right person for the position. 

The idea of pastoral care for young people 
however stirred my heart.  Early this year 

I enrolled for a two-day introductory 
course in pastoral care, (little did I 
know where that would lead). This 
is where I met Rev Ian Schoonwater, 
Senior Presbyterian Chaplain, who 

encouraged me to give the position at 
the Juvenile Justice Centre in Riverina 

some thought. Some weeks later, at Ian’s 
suggestion, I visited the centre where Rev. 
Grahame Abrahams has been the Chaplain 
since mid-2019. I felt very encouraged and 
excited about the role after my visit and decided 
to apply for the role.
 
I have been visiting the centre as a volunteer 
with Grahame and am thankful for the positive 
relationships he has built with staff and the 
faithful work he has done at the centre. I hope 
that by God’s grace, I am able to build on the 
foundations he has laid. 

How can we pray for you in this ministry?

Give thanks for the opportunity to make Christ 
known to these young people and for Grahame’s 
work over the past 12 months. 

Pray for smooth transition from Grahame’s 
care to mine and for settling into the role while 
continuing to build positive relationships with 
youth and staff. Pray that I would love and serve 
them with God’s love. Pray that God be glorified 
and Christ be proclaimed as our only and eternal 
hope in all I say and do.

We look forward to seeing how God uses Carin 
in this new role.

If you want to receive the latest prayer requests 
from those, like Carin, who serve in the ministries 
of Jericho Road, you can subscribe to our Prayer 
Letter here: https://jerichoroad.org.au/pray/

Jericho welcomes new chaplain

“

https://jerichoroad.org.au/pray/
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Remember”, said my Session 
Clerk uncle, “the most important 
relationship in the parish is that of 
the minister and the Session Clerk.”

By appointment, Sandy met us at the 
manse.  His dear wife was with him.  
The fridge was full.  Home grown paw 
paws, bananas and passion fruit were on 
the table, backed by a vase of flowers.  A new 
ministry, after 15 years of public ministry, both in 
Australia and Indonesia.

He was a quarter of a century older than I was.  
A farming background, an axeman, a fisherman.  
A businessman, and one who both within the 
church and beyond was one who “grew in 
wisdom and stature and in favour with God and 
with man.”  

An avid reader, and eager to discuss the Word 
of Truth as he continued to dig deep.  He both 
loved and wrote poetry, board games, indoor 
bowls and was seldom beaten at Scrabble.

Within a day or so, we were dining in his 
home.  He and his wife were so good with our 
children, who began to love them as surrogate 
grandparents forthwith.  “Let’s pray for you right 
from the beginning of your ministry amongst us.”  
That continued to be a refrain over the years of 
ministry together.

So did he play indoor bowls just because he 
enjoyed indoor bowls?  Well, of course he did.  
But relationship building was part of the game.  
And for both Sandy and his wife, there was 
both a loving, caring and evangelistic edge.  
Regularly they would be saying, “Robert, let us 
introduce you to Jack and Jill … they are keen 
indoor bowlers.”  And then after some weeks, 
months or whenever, I would see Jack and Jill 
sitting with them in church.

Church problems would arise.  Around 
to Sandy I would go, and so often 

walking around his back yard with 
the fruit trees, the ‘chooks’ and the 
orchids.  Talking.  Debating.  Praying.  
Allocating responsibilities according 

to our abilities and gifts.  Ready to 
support each other in church meetings; 

never leaving without a bunch of bananas 
or the latest ripe persimmons; always glad of the 
visit and associated refreshments.

Session meetings.  Fellow elders both 
appreciated and trusted Sandy.  When it came 
to any talk of entrusting the role of Session Clerk 
to others, we found Sandy back in the saddle!  
His work and ministry behind the scenes set 
an atmosphere of unity, cooperation and both 
godly vision and its realisation.

And the minutes book, and official 
communications?  This made me proud to be 
working with a “good man, full of the Holy Spirit 
and faith” who carried out these tasks faithfully 
and reliably.

Eventually we received a call to another 
congregation, one which we approached with 
an over-sized sense of trepidation and feeling 
of inadequacy … but also, a deep sense of the 
call of God.  We told Sandy, and wondered at 
the same time whether or not I would ever have 
such a working relationship with a Session Clerk 
as I had had with Sandy, and the one with whom I 
had shared ministry 15 years before.  Meanwhile, 
Sandy was also feeling a little sad.  His wife said, 
“Sandy, get over it.  The Lord is moving them 
on.  You’re carrying on like a Jersey cow whose 
poddy calf has just been taken from her!”

I appreciated Sandy.  And what an honour, when 
Sandy died at 100 years of age, I was invited to 
preside over his funeral and translation to glory.  
I loved telling part of the story.

A TRIBUTE TO THE SESSION CLERK
THE SECOND PART OF AN OCCASIONAL SERIES BY ROBERT BENN, REMINISCING AT 80 YEARS

“
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APWM 
Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

On September 2019, a very special Langham 
Preaching training commenced in Cootamundra, 
NSW. This was the first ever Langham Preaching 
seminar held in Australia with Australian 
Indigenous pastors.

Aboriginal pastor Rick Manton who ministers in 
Western Sydney, attended Level One Langham 
training at the Christian Leaders Training College 
in the Papua New Guinea Highlands ten years ago 
and believed then it could be helpful for his people. 
However, various circumstances prevented it 
happening in Australia until last year.

Langham Preaching Regional Coordinator for the 
South Pacific, Stephen Williams, led the training. 
Joining him were ministers Steve Etherington and 
Cliff Letcher. Steve and his wife Narelle spent many 
years in Arnhem Land (northern Australia) translating 
the bible into the local Aboriginal language. Cliff  
works with Australian Indigenous Ministries.

If we look only at numbers, it appears to be a 
disappointing start: seven potential participants 
did not attend, as they were involved in another 
event. Consequently there were only eight 
participants, from both city and country churches, 
including Rick and his wife Kayleen. Yet, small as 
it was, this event represented the fulfilment of a 
long-hoped and prayed-for desire on the part of 
many in Langham Australia.

"A great bond between us all was established very 
quickly. People responded to the training with 
enthusiasm. There was thoughtful participation 
and discussion - and it was simply great fun. A very 
gifted musician led our thanksgiving and singing 
on the course" said Stephen.

So why is this training for aboriginal pastors 
needed?

Rick and Kayleen believe that there is a "spiritual 
gap” between indigenous and non-indigenous 
pastors in Australia that needs to be closed.

For a number of reasons, many Aboriginal pastors 
have never attended Bible College and are not 
trained in how to preach. Apart from financial 
barriers and the demands of ministry, there is 
recognition that our cultural backgrounds and 
understandings are different.

"Aboriginal pastors don't want to come out of a 
Bible College with a ‘western mind-set… but the 
level of preaching [in indigenous churches] needs 
to be lifted... we want our mob to be able to preach 
[the Word] clearly" explains Rick.

Indigenous communities are dealing with 
generational trauma; unemployment, drug and 
alcohol problems and domestic abuse and 
pastors need to be able to minister to people who 
are struggling with these issues.

"Our community desperately needs good strong 
indigenous preachers to help us grow spiritually" 
says Kayleen.

Rick and Kayleen would love to see the Langham 
training spread around the country for all 
Indigenous pastors.

This article first appeared in the Australia Langham 
Partnership newsletter and is reprinted with kind 
permission.

Indigenous Preaching Training

Rick and Kayleen Manton, ministry to the Indigenous Church
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APWM 
Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

Overseas Mission on Our Doorstep!

The nations have come to Hurstville, NSW

The COVID-19 pandemic is a visible demonstration 
of how connected the nations of the world are. 
What happens in one country today easily touches 
the whole world tomorrow. Some commentators 
now talk of the world as a ‘global village’. Much 
of this has come about through the relatively low 
cost of 21st-century international air travel.

After World War Two we saw global mass migration 
on an unprecedented scale. That movement 
rapidly accelerated in the 21st century — and has 
now impacted Australia. The nations are now on 
our doorstep and that brings great opportunities 
for mission.

Some Australian mission agencies have 
recognised these opportunities and this has 
produced two complementary approaches.

Returned Missionaries
Some Agencies use missionaries who have 
returned to Australia to reach recent immigrants. 
These missionaries are trying to reach, in 
Australia, the very same people group that they 
were attempting to reach when they served 
overseas. Let that sink in! The work that these 
missionaries carry out in Australia is an extension, 
a continuation, of what they did overseas in their 
country of service.

Some missionaries served in countries where 
it was difficult to openly preach the gospel and 
they now have much greater freedom to do that 
in Australia.

Some APWM missionaries fall into this category, 
and the APWM National Committee recently 
adapted its mission policy to meet this rapidly-
changing environment.

Equipping the  
Australian Church
Other agencies seek to equip Australian Christians 
who are not returned missionaries. Many Australian 
Christians need training in cross-cultural skills, so 
that they can engage with people who have come 
to Australia from every corner of our world.

Here is the intersection of the training and skills 
traditionally used by overseas missionaries with 
the opportunities that are on our own doorstep.

Interserve offers its Culture Connect program 
www.cultureconnect.net.au 

CMS offers the online Mission Mindset course in 
partnership with Ridley College 
certificate.ridley.edu.au/courses/mission-mindset

What will you do to take advantage of these 
opportunities?

Contact
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
1 Clarence St Burwood NSW 2134
national@apwm.org.au
Temporary phone: (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au
facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission

http://www.cultureconnect.net.au  
http://certificate.ridley.edu.au/courses/mission-mindset 


PY City events are a chance for youth 
leaders from different churches around 
Sydney to connect (meet one another 
and build lasting relationships), be 
trained, be equipped, to grow in spiritual 
formation, and pray together.

We want these events to be places where 
representatives from churches can come along, 
even if they haven’t yet started a youth group at 
their church. Connection with other youth leaders 
will – we hope – even help people feel confident 
in taking their first steps toward starting a youth 
group, or meeting with a couple of young people 
to read the Bible together.

Many events have been cancelled this year, and 
with these cancellations has come a change in the 
way youth groups have run. As a result, we have 
received requests for new topics to cover at our 
PY City events this year.

It was great to see youth leaders from different 
churches together in one place. Seventeen people 
gathered in person, socially distanced in the 
Hurstville Presbyterian Church hall, and another 
five on Zoom, to hear David Balzer on the topic 
of “How do I work with parents to disciple youth?”.

Sadly, we were unable to gather around a meal, 
small groups were sitting much further apart than 
usual, and we had a strict cap on how many people 
could gather.

All the groups represented had a chance to talk 
about what happens at their church and shared 
prayer points for each others’ churches, and 
- breaking up into small groups from multiple 
churches - there was a chance for leaders to think 
about how their youth groups could work together, 
and to share more of their own lives.

With many churches switching their youth groups 
to online meetings, and now looking to return to 
face-to-face, it’s an opportunity for youth leaders 
to think about how they can best partner with the 
parents of their youth in discipleship.

Starting with an encouragement from 1 Timothy 
4:12-14 to “not let anyone look down on you 
because you are young”, we were reminded that 
the main activity that takes place at youth group is 
discipleship. Games, programs and music are fun, 
but the main thing we want to see is young people 
growing in maturity in Christ.

With teenage children spending more time at home, 
Christian parents have had opportunity to step up 
and take a more prominent role in the discipleship 
of their children. Youth leaders and parents both 
have as their goal what’s best for these children.

Leaders were encouraged to build connections 
with parents, and seek ways to run activities with 
which parents can engage, to help provide parents 
with good questions to ask their children about 
what they had learned at youth group. To consider 
having a leader at youth group who is freed up to 
talk to parents when they arrive for pick-up and 
drop-off. To share useful articles with parents on 
topics like communicating and applying the Bible.

We are looking forward to the next PY City event 
– we are hoping this will be at Merrylands East on 
November 4.

How youth leaders can work with 
parents to disciple youth

D A V I D  P H I L L I P S  G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R  P Y N S W
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an I just say how 
HONOURED I 
am to be given 
the PRIVILEGE 

of giving one of the 
eulogies today? Bill 
Thompson touched the 
lives of many people.  

I’ve had the blessing of 
knowing and serving with 
Bill over 14  years and 
there are TWO THINGS in 
particular that I am certain he would want me 
to say.

The first is that he would want you to know that he 
was a GREAT SINNER. I know that sounds strange 
to say, especially at his funeral, but it’s true.

Bill would be the first to acknowledge his own 
personal SHORT COMINGS. And he would often 
comment to me on how he wished he’d been a 
better HUSBAND and FATHER.

It was something that he often shared with me 
and felt guilty about. But the other thing that he 
would want you to know is that he had an even 
GREATER SAVIOUR!

Heather actually asked me to share with you 
something that happened to Bill a couple of 
months ago.

I was visiting with him in Concord hospital and 
he asked if I could get in touch with the Rev. 
Robert Benn. Robert is a former convener of the 
Theological Education Committee and someone 
whom Bill DEEPLY RESPECTED.

I put Robert on speaker phone and he asked Bill 
how he was feeling. “I’m really scared Robert. I’m 
having a really hard time at the moment.” Bill said.

But in his soothing way, 
Robert calmly but reverently 
reminded Bill again of the 
promises of the Gospel, 
and in particular of Jesus’ 
conquest over death.

And Bill clung to every word. 
He rested in Christ and it 
gave him a wonderful hope 
and peace.

And it was this message of 
SALVATION that was the most 
glorious news of all for Bill.

He would often quote to me the words of the 
Hymn, It is Well with my Soul, with tears in his eyes.

Especially the lines which said:

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the LORD, praise the LORD, O my soul

So, everything else I’m about to tell you about Bill 
flows out of those two truths.

That while he was a GREAT SINNER, he had an 
even GREATER SAVIOUR.

Bill Thompson served as an elder in the Presbyterian 
church of Australia for almost 50 years.

He was first ordained at St James Presbyterian 
Church in Burwood in early 1972.

While the Gospel was at the centre of his faith, 
he was also a true churchman. He was one of 
the pillars of the congregation, serving not only in 
upfront roles but also behind the scenes.

Chairing, running membership classes, as well as 
driving older members—such as Bill Cowrie—to 
church every week.

VALE BILL THOMPSON
An excerpt from the eulogy of Rev Mark Powell

C
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It was only last year that he stopped regularly 
mowing the lawns, but you could still often find him 
and Heather at the church fixing things or cleaning. 
And whenever Angie or I asked him for help at the 
manse he would always be over within the hour.

Bill served for many years here as the session clerk 
and was also a representative in the Presbytery of 
Sydney.

Within the Presbytery his main focus was the 
Candidates Committee where he displayed his 
great skill in writing reports and interviewing 
prospective candidates which he did with great 
conscientiousness. 

He also faithfully served for many years in 
the Presbyterian Church of NSW on both the 
Social Services Committee and the Theological 
Education Committee.

Bill was integral in facilitating the merger between 
St David’s and Cornerstone.

When I was the NSW Moderator, Bill agreed to be 
one of my chaplains.

The highlight for both of us was the two weeks we 
spent on the road visiting all of the congregations 
in the Presbytery of the Northern Rivers as well as 
the Presbytery of Canberra.

Bill especially cherished his time worshipping with 
Cornerstone Rhodes, and was so excited to be 
involved.

He especially appreciated the serving with Steve 
Soldatos and James Jeffrey, both of whom he had 
a deep admiration.

But he also cherished the fellowship of many of 
his fellow elders: Harvey Showyin, Ray and Geoff 
Lum Mow, Jon Ong, Mal Turnbull (not the politician) 
David Davies, Simon Holding and CS Tang just to 
name a few.

CONTINUED FROM P.19
Lenin always said that politics was about 'who 
whom' - who was on top to kick around whom on 
the bottom. The communists knew how to oppress 
and destroy. But it is not God's politics (Deut.24:17-
18). It is the duty of God's people to do justly 
and to love mercy. Societies are run by people 
with money. They can set up giant casinos. But 
Christians should practise and advocate honesty 
for all and care for the downtrodden.  

The clergy were corrupt
Here is the base of the problem (5:30-31). Arthur 
Pink could be blunt: 'The apostles of Satan are 
not saloon-keepers and white-slave traffickers, 
but are for the most part ordained ministers.' If you 
studied where I studied, you would know what he 
meant. The worst thing about the Gay Mardi Gras 
is the section that was known as ‘100 Revs’, where 
there were pastors wearing ‘I’m sorry’ t-shirts to 
support decadence and degradation. Jeremiah 

says that this is an astonishing and horrible thing. 
The prophets and priests are not subject to God's 
Word (Jer.23:16-17, 21). They told people that they 
were saved when they were not. They would 
prefer to be popular rather than truthful. They 
offered comfort, but not comfort based on truth 
(5:12-13). 

That leads us to the question at the end of verse 
31: 'What will you do when the end comes?' When 
the whole rotten edifice comes down, and God 
judges us, it will do no good to say that our minister 
assured us that everybody would be saved. God's 
word either cleanses us or judges us (John 15:3 
and Jer.5:14). Jerusalem went her way - the way 
of falsehood, idolatry, immorality, injustice and the 
soothing messages of a corrupt clergy. The end is 
coming, one way or another. Where will we stand 
then? God does not heal lightly, but He does heal. 
He heals all those who turn to Him in Christ.

VALE BILL THOMPSON
An excerpt from the eulogy of Rev Mark Powell



yprian of Carthage from the middle of 
the third century lamented: 'The world 
today speaks for itself: by the evidence 
of its decay it announces its dissolution 
... all honesty in business, all justice 

in the courts, all solidarity in friendship, all 
skill in the arts, all standards in morals - all are 
disappearing.' Those words were true in Cyprian's 
day, they were true in Jeremiah's day, and they 
have an uncomfortably modern ring about them. 
Jerusalem is the city of God, say Psalms 48 
and 87, but Derek Kidner calls it 'Jerusalem the 
brazen'. It had become the New Sodom, as Isaiah 
had feared (Isa.1:9). 

Jerusalem faces an external threat (5:15-16), but 
collapse invariably comes from within. Jeremiah 
is challenged to find one righteous man (5:1). In 
Genesis 18 Abraham asked that Sodom be spared 
if he could find ten righteous persons (Gen.18:32), 
but God offers Jeremiah far easier terms. Just one 
will do! In this city of priests and sacrifices and the 
Davidic line of kings and the temple, just one who 
seeks God's truth, and the city will be pardoned! 
Great deal, but no go! No such person could be 
found, not amongst the poor (5:3-4), nor amongst 
the leaders (5:5). Three times verse 3 says that 
they refused to repent.

This will be less than edifying, but we need to 
know the society to which Jeremiah had been 
sent.

There was religious hypocrisy
People were still taking oaths in God's name, 
but it did not mean anything (5:2). It is worse to 
take baptismal vows, marriage vows, communion 
vows, or ordination vows, and break them than 
it is not to take them in the first place. We all sin 
and we all need to make a judgment of charity 
but it is nevertheless true that an unbeliever is 
made worse by taking baptismal vows which he 
does not mean. A minister who is not a Christian 
is worse than an unbeliever. 

Thomas Hughes prayed: 

O God of truth for whom we long, 
O Thou that hearest prayer, 
Do Thine own battle in our hearts, 
And slay the falsehood there.

People just play with God, like He is a toy. 

There was open idolatry
The first commandment is 'You shall have no other 
gods beside Me.' But people were worshipping 
Baal or reading the stars (5:7a; see chapter 10). To 
worship counterfeit gods is not a misfortune or a 
minor mistake. It is idolatry. 

There was rampant sexual immorality
Spiritual adultery led to physical adultery (5:7-8). 
Depart from God, and there are consequences. 
One of them is the failure to control, or want to 
control, our sexual passions. There is tremendous 
pressure from so many areas in society to say that 
there are no sexual rules. 

Let me quote Augustine of Hippo, who lived 
with a woman for 15 years or so before he was 
converted. In his Confessions he wrote: 'Living 
with her (his mistress) I found out by my own 
experience the difference between the restraint of 
the marriage alliance, contracted for the purpose 
of having children, and a bargain struck for lust, in 
which the birth of children is begrudged, though, 
if they come, we cannot help but love them.' God 
addresses Jerusalem on this issue (5:9), and He 
has not changed His mind (Heb.13:4). 

There was oppression and injustice
Cheating and corruption prevailed everywhere 
(5:26-28). People had become rich and sleek 
through ill-gotten gains. The people who are 
most vulnerable - the fatherless and the poor - are 
the very ones who are trampled upon. Again, it 
is dangerous when a society decays to the point 
where wickedness is protected by law, and those 
at the bottom of the heap are kicked around. 
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