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God reminds us we have much to hope for 

by sending rainbows. Photo: Karen Forman

Editorial
KAREN FORMAN

2020 began with severe 
bushfires which effectively 
stole our summer; then 
when we thought we 
could breathe easy, the 
worldwide pandemic 
known as COVID-19 hit 
our shores and we were 
faced with lockdowns 
which affected our work, 
our families, our incomes 
and our churches. 

News of vaccine development 
began to filter out towards the 
end of the year and early in 
2021, as restrictions began to 
ease, the east coast of Australia 
was struck by the most severe 
floods in decades.

Throughout all three “disasters’’, 
the PCNSW/ACT has worked 
hard to respond in the best way 
it knows how: calling on God 
in prayer, ministering to those 
affected with spiritual, financial, 
practical and emotional help, 
and working with experts to find 
resolution. 

It has been a tough 12 months, 
and our General Manager Jeof 
Falls and his team in the General 
Office have worked hard at the 
helm, keeping us up to date 
with Government requirements 
in how we keep our churches 
going through lockdowns (and 
how we keep our people safe) 
and representing the Church at 
State and Federal level.

Moving into 2021, it is no 
exaggeration to suggest we all 
believed this new year would 
be a far better one. We relaxed, 
but then held our breath in 
March as rain drowned the 
State by between 200mm 
and 400mm of rain, stretching 
from Sydney to Northern NSW 
(around 600km).

As reported in this issue, many 
of our churches and people 
have been affected by the 
flooding.

Our social services arm, Jericho 
Road, immediately bounced 
into action, announcing an 
appeal to raise funds for 
flood affected churches, while 
General Office staff were 
poised to provide professional 
services.

Like many, I was “pondering 
in prayer’’ (really, seeking 
answers from God as to how 
these three “disasters’’ could 
all happen within a year) one 
day by our local lake. 

Instantly, a beautiful rainbow 
appeared over the water. God’s 
message to us in times of trial 
(and always), came to mind: 
“I have set my rainbow in the 
clouds and it will be the sign of 
the covenant between me and 
the earth’’ (Gen. 9:13).  In other 
words, we always have hope in 
Christ and that is why we have a 
rainbow on this edition’s cover.

http://www.pcnsw.org.au/the-pulse
https://www.facebook.com/presbyterianchurchnsw
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Fire. COVID-19. And in 
March, widespread floods 
have affected a number 
of PCNSW churches and 
communities.

As the Pulse went to press, the 
Church’s social services arm, 
Jericho Road, was gathering 
information, launching an 
appeal and asking Christians 
to pray.

Meanwhile, General Manager 
Jeof Falls assured all affected 
churches and their communities 
of prayers and assistance with 
property damage, insurance 
and pastoral care.

Jericho Road CEO, Liz 
McClean said Jericho Road 
had been in touch with a 
number of congregations 
where the community had 
been affected by flooding 
and asked churches to share 
their requests for prayer with 
as many people across the 
church as possible. 

Some prayer points are below, 
and further prayer letters can 
be read by signing up for the 
Jericho Road Prayer Letter here.

Ongoing information can be 
obtained here. 

Mrs McClean said funds would 
be sent to local congregations 
to spend and distribute in their 
local areas to support those 
who had been affected by the 
floods, enabling them to make 
the love of God’s people known 
through local relationships. 

“We will continue partnering 
with these churches during the 
clean-up. Donations can be 
made here, and we will let you 
know if physical assistance is 
required at any point.

“If you are in an area affected 
by floods and have not heard 
from us yet, please get in 
touch. We would love to pray 
for you. You can call Elissa on 
0491 157 546 or send an email 
to edonnellan@pcnsw.org.au

PRAYER POINTS:
Port Macquarie
• A couple at Port Macquarie, Des 
and Ros, have had their home 
badly affected with waist-deep 
flood waters. The recovery costs 
are anticipated to be significant. 

Ros has been in Sydney during 
this time and is anxious to get 
back to Des. Please pray for 
Ros as she travels back to Port 
Macquarie, for safety and access 
to get home.

Wauchope
• A number of church families 
have been isolated due to 
flooding. Praise God that no 
one has lost property.

Kempsey and South 
West Rocks
• The community has been 
isolated, and many are without 
electricity and therefore, 
access to information. They 
are not sure of the damage yet. 
Pray for safety and the return 
of power and road access.

Wingham
• Wingham will have a big 
clean-up process. Fences 
which were rebuilt after the 
fires last year are gone and 
need to be rebuilt again.
• Praise God, just two days 
before the flooding started, 
the church storm pipes were 
cleared of tree roots, which 
prevented major damage to 
the building.

“Please pray’’: PCNSW responds 
to flood crisis 
BY K AREN FORMAN

https://jerichoroad.org.au/pray/
https://www.facebook.com/presbyterianjerichoroad
https://jerichoroad.org.au/flood-appeal/
https://jerichoroad.org.au/flood-appeal/
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Grace Church Newcastle 
Elder Adrian Lamrock 
will be inducted as the 
Moderator of the PCNSW/
ACT at the 2021 General 
Assembly in July.

Watch for a profile on Mr 
Lamrock in a future edition of 
The Pulse.

Meanwhile, planning is well 
underway for the Assembly, 
which Assembly Clerk John 
Irvin says will be a combined 
physical and zoom meeting.

“The Business Committee 
met recently and considered 
the best approach for 2021 
General Assembly given we 
are still living under the climate 
of COVID-19,’’ he said.

“It was decided that for this 
year the General Assembly 
will be conducted using a 
physical meeting and Zoom 
concurrently. This hybrid 
approach will allow those 
who wish to meet face to face 
to gather at PLC, and at the 
same time fully provide for 
those who elect to participate 
by Zoom. Where possible we 
encourage commissioners to 
join us at PLC. 

In practice, this will require 
a video camera focussed 
on the speakers at PLC so 
that visual and sound can be 
broadcast to those on Zoom. 
Zoom Commissioners (like last 
Assembly) will be able to fully 
participate, including speaking 
in debates, asking questions, 
and voting. 

“The technology will enable 
the Moderator to know who 
wishes to speak etc, and the 
Moderator will be able to call 
equally on those physically 
present or those participating 
by Zoom. The role of the 
technology is to ensure that 
all commissioners are able to 
see and hear all aspects of the 
presentations and debates.’’
 
One difference this year will 
be that accommodation will 
not be provided. Mr Irvin said 
while PLC had graciously 
indicated its willingness to 
host PCNSW/ACT for the 
physical meeting of Assembly, 
it was unable to offer any 
residential accommodation or 
catering this year. 

“To assist those commissioners 
who in previous years have 
used the residential facilities, 
the Business Committee has 
agreed to give a subsidy 

towards the increased motel 
cost. Details of this subsidy 
are being matured and we will 
advise the relevant persons 
when their commission is 
received by the Clerk of 
Assembly.’’
 
The opening date for the 
Assembly remains as Monday, 
July 5 with the installation 
of the Moderator Nominate 
at 7pm. However, Mr Irvin 
warned that arrangements 
may change if COVID-19 
restrictions intervened again.

“We are conscious of the 
uncertain COVID-19 climate 
and that significant community 
restrictions may be re-applied 
as we approach July. The 
opportunity to meet face to 
face may be withdrawn. As a 
contingency plan, we would 
revert to a Zoom only assembly.’’
 
“We would ask for your prayers 
for those involved in planning 
and running the Assembly, 
particularly for the incoming 
moderator, Mr Adrian Lamrock 
of Grace Church, Newcastle, 
and Keith Boulden in his initial 
year as Business Convener.’’

Assembly 21: Planning Begins
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Singing returned to NSW churches from 
Saturday March 27  following the easing 
of a number of COVID-19 restrictions 
across NSW by the NSW Government.

In a media release, Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
announced the following: 

• no caps on weddings and funerals
• no restrictions on singing including in places 

of worship
• no restriction on dancing including at weddings 

and in pubs and nightclubs
• no cap on visitors in the home (if there are more 

than 100 people there must be a COVID-19 
Safety plan and electronic recording of visitor 
details)

• 200 people allowed for personal outdoor 
public gatherings

• all venues to move to the one person per two 
square metre rule (venues will be allowed at 
least 25 people before the 2sqm rule applies)

• 100 per cent seated capacity at entertainment 
venues including stadiums and theatres

• mask use including on public transport 
will move from ‘mandatory’ to ‘strongly 
recommended’.

Businesses and other organisations must 
continue to ensure they keep accurate records 
of all attendances, including through QR Codes, 
to enable fast contact tracing in the event of any 
community transmission. 

PCNSW/ACT General Manager Jeof Falls welcomed 
the changes, hailing them as “great news’’.

Premier Gladys Berejiklian said the easing of 
restrictions was a significant step forward as 

NSW continued its COVID-19 recovery.  
“With no community transmission and our 
quarantine and frontline workers now receiving 
their second vaccinations, the timing is right to 
further ease restrictions across the State,” she said. 

“As we do this, it is important we don’t let our 
guard down and continue to check in at venues, 
keep our social distance and get tested if we 
have even the mildest of symptoms.” 

Treasurer Dominic Perrottet said the further lifting 
of restrictions would help support businesses 
and jobs across the state. 

“Today we take another big stride in the right 
direction, easing restrictions is important in 
helping businesses return to normal, it’s like a jab 
of confidence for the economy,” Mr Perrottet said.

Health Minister Brad Hazzard said the further 
easing of restrictions was possible due to the 
support and sacrifices of the people of NSW. 

“The initial focus of our vaccination program 
on frontline quarantine, border and healthcare 
workers has also given us greater confidence as 
it reduces the risk of COVID being introduced 
into the community from an overseas source,” 
Mr Hazzard said. 

Dr Chant said it was critical everyone continues 
to practise COVID-safe behaviours, including 
using QR codes, staying home if unwell and 
getting tested. 

“I also urge everyone to get vaccinated as soon as 
they are eligible and able to do so. It will not only 
protect you, your family and loved ones, but will 
keep the whole community safe,” Dr Chant said.

Singing back in churches
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“Be still and know that I 
am God”. “Come to me 
and I will give you rest”.

Those verses from Psalm 
46:10 and Matthew 28 have 
been hanging in the airspace 
around me for my entire 
adult life and God has made 
a lot of attempts to have me 
stop and take heed of them.

Skiing injuries, Glandular 
Fever, biking injuries, car 
accident, personal trauma 
and even SARS and 
septicaemia in 2003 all 
slowed me down and I did 
“be still’’ and “rest’’ for a time. 

I would pray and ask God 
to heal me, recover, then 
go right back to what I was 
doing before. 

It has been only after my 
latest adventure (the reason 
the first Pulse for 2021 is 
published in April rather than 
March), that I have realised 
I wasn’t getting the real 
message. That is, the bits 

that say “know that I am God’’ 
and “Come to me’’. Time and 
time again I would suffer, 
rest up, then bounce back, 
higher and faster than ever 
without really contemplating 
the true meaning of these 
verses. Isn’t it easy to just 
adopt words from Bible 
verses that suit at the time, 
but not take on the meaning 
of their entirety?

I’ve just spent the past 
six months battling the 
before and after effects of a 
hemangioma of the masseter 
muscle; in layman’s terms, 
a benign but infiltrative 
tumour of the jaw muscle. 
My surgeons believe it was 
Australia’s first of a kind, 
which is why diagnosing it 
took five months, six GPs, 
two emergency room visits, 
nine four-hour return trips, 
three ultra sounds, three 
dentists, an endodontist, 
a maxillofacial specialist, 
two CT scans, a biopsy, 
four courses of antibiotics, 
an adrenal crisis, a violent 

wisdom tooth removal, an 
MRI, a lot of money and then 
finally, major surgery.

As the tumour grew to a 
three-by-three centimetre 
mass with its own artery and 
veins deep inside my jaw, 
sucking away my energy, 
disfiguring my face, causing 
numbness and severe pain, 
vision issues and sickness, 
I pushed ahead with work, 
sport, mothering and serving 
in church. 

I knew I was very sick. I was 
scared. Did I have cancer? I 
was asking God to help, but not 
really trusting that He would 
(even though I KNOW he can!). 
My situation felt so hopeless. 

But God knew what He was 
doing. Forced to rest,  I had 
time to read books I normally 
would not read which spoke 
to me like no other.  Unable 
to concentrate enough to 
watch TV or receive visitors, 
I had a lot of time to pray 
and just sit with God.  I was 

Know That I am God:  Himeni
BY KAREN FORMAN

PULSE EDITOR
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in the desert. Stripped. Raw. 
Exhausted. 

I hadn’t come across the 
Hebrew “Himeni’’ before, but 
suddenly after my readings,  
it was rolling off my tongue. 
“God, here I am. I am absolutely 
focused on you. I am ready. I 
am here, and there is no place 
where I would rather be. Show 
me what is next. ” No matter 
what the outcome. 

I cried out to God at 3am one 
sleepless morning begging him 
not for healing, but to  show 
me what to do. He told me to 
seek one more opinion and put 
a vision in my head of who to 
ask. The next morning, my local 
dentist answered my desperate 
email and came in on her day 
off to check me out. Within 
24 hours, she had arranged 
better pain control with my GP, 
an emergency delivery of pain 
killers from my pharmacist, an 
appointment with a next level 
dentist in the city for the next 
morning and an appointment 
with a maxillofacial specialist 
within two weeks.

The next day, the endodontist 
told me to go straight to his 
friend the same maxillofacial 
surgeon “just down the street”, 
who saw me right away then 
asked for the only two tests I had 
not had – and got appointments 
for that afternoon.

The next morning, my GP 
called me  on her day off, and 
asked me to stop by for the 
results.

I was told a large tumour had 
been found in my jaw muscle. 
It was probably a cancer 
called lymphoma.

Three days later, I went into 
emergency surgery not 
knowing if the tumour would 
fully come out, whether it 
would cause permanent 
damage, whether I would 
need chemotherapy.

Himeni. Lord, Here I am. I trust 
you. I KNOW THAT YOU ARE 
GOD. I have COME TO YOU.

Praise God that I came out 
sick and sore, but with the 
news that the tumour had 
been tested, it appeared 
to be benign, had been 
removed entirely, facial nerves 
dissected and resected, my 
smile and facial functions 
would be intact and I would 
need no more treatment other 
than a long rehabilitation.

I was not prepared for the post 
op pain, fatigue, rehabilitation, 
guilt that I was missing work, 
guilt that I was not mothering 
my daughter well, guilt that 
I was spending every day 
in bed being “lazy’’ and not 
“achieving’’. Every time I would 
push myself, I would end up 
back in bed, unable to do much 
more than pray, contemplate 
and in more recent weeks, read. 
There has been no bouncing 
back. I was frightened. Had I 
lost myself as well as a tumour? 
Himeni. Lord, I am yours to do 
as you will with.

God has used this time fiercely 
that resting means not only 
physically resting, but resting 
in Him, trusting Him, knowing 
with absolute certainty that He 
is in charge. That being specific 
in prayer will have answers. 
And that even if I don’t bounce 
back to what I was, that I 
am becoming what He has 
planned for me. Himeni.
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Seventy people representing all the churches in 
Gilgandra gathered recently to commission the 
new SRE (Scripture) teacher Hope Campbell, for 
Gilgandra High School (GHS) and Mendooran 
Central School. 

Heartland Church hosted the commissioning which was 
preceded by a COVID-safe lunch. Ms Campbell said the 
service was a “real hit”. 

“The community in Gilgandra is absolutely incredible, it 
just feels home out here. It’s not exactly like Gladstone but 
everyone is very welcoming,” she said.  

“I look forward to the relationships and getting to know 
people and the community. It’s an amazing privilege to be 
teaching scripture in these schools.” 

Barbara Scott helped run proceedings and said she was 
impressed by Ms Campbell at the commissioning service. 

“Ms Campbell is a dynamic, energetic and captivating 
young woman who comes to us from Gladstone, via Bible 
College in Sydney,” Mrs Scott said.

“She has a wide experience of working with children and 
teenagers and absolutely loves living in the country. She 
will be teaching year seven and eight students at GHS 
as well as having oversight of the ISCF lunchtime group. 
Students can look forward to interesting, engaging and 
enjoyable lessons.”

New SRE teacher 
commissioned at 
Gilgandra
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I’ve never forgotten it. I was about 10 
years of age and we were on a family 
holiday in the Blue Mountains. 

To the west, there’s an old inn, Collit's Inn.  
The first Inn on the Western Plains. Behind, 
there’s a pioneer's cemetery with fascinating 
gravestones. Someone shot by bushrangers; a 
young man drowned crossing a flooded river. 

But one gravestone caught my eye. I was 
only about 10 years old, and I've remembered 
that gravestone ever since. It made a deep 
impression on me:

'Solemn death and mournful gloom; sweeps 
us ever to the tomb; life and health and joy 
decay;  nature fades and dies away.'

Gasp! What a terrible inscription! And yet, I 
suppose, it's true for someone who isn't a 
Christian. Death is solemn and mournful. It's 
inevitable. It is decay of health and joy and life. 
Everything is gone and forever. 

Aggressive atheist Richard Dawkins would agree.

'In a universe of blind physical forces and 
genetic replication, some people are going to 
get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, 
and you won't find any rhyme or reason in it, 
or any justice. The universe that we observe 
has precisely the properties we should expect 
if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, 
no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless 
indifference ...'  (‘River out of Eden’ 1995)

What a cold and empty and sad worldview! Tell 
that to someone suffering in this COVID epidemic! 

But that's not the only grave I remember in 
that pioneer’s cemetery. Not far away, there's 
another gravestone. I remembered this 
inscriptIon also.  This is what's written on it: 

Job 19v23-27: 'Oh, that my words were 
recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 24 
that they were inscribed with an iron tool on 
lead, or engraved in rock forever! 25 I know 
that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end 
He will stand upon the earth. 26 And after my 
skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will 
see God; 27 I myself will see Him with my own 
eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns 
within me!'

Write this down, Job says. Engrave it in stone. 
This is important. Wonderful as. I've got a friend. 
A big friend. A best friend. Who loves me. My 
Redeemer. My strong Man. My champion. My 
rescuer. And He's alive. Living. 

Job was, of course, talking about Jesus! 

And one day He'll come to the earth. Sure, I’ll 
be dead. But I’ll come alive again. And I'll see 
Him. I'll see Jesus. And He'll look after me, 
because He's my friend. Argue my case to 
God. Be on my side. So that I will be forgiven, 
right with God, alive forever, with Him! And 
that has to be the most exciting and wonderful 
event to look forward to!

That’s the message, the wonder, the joy, the 
hope of Easter! It’s Jesus, risen, glorious, our 
Lord and Saviour, our Redeemer who died for 
us and lives with us - forever!

MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR

I know that my Redeemer lives …
BY REV ANDREW CAMPBELL
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To say that 2020 was a crazy and 
unpredictable year would be an 
understatement! With rolling lockdowns, 
changes in the way we worshipped and 
fellowshipped together, it was a very 
challenging time indeed. 

For me (your Disability Advocate), it’s been a 
crazy six years with plenty of challenges. In 2015, 
I decided to go back to college and commence 
preparations to do a Research Master’s in 
Theology. 

My topic was to discuss how prophecies in 
Isaiah anticipated Jesus’ healing ministry in the 
gospels to people with disabilities. This was a 
very challenging topic that demanded huge 
swathes of time. I wasn't able to do much during 
this time - just a visit to a church or a presbytery 
here and there. 

Gladly, my thesis was accepted in February 
2020. I was looking forward to receiving my 
Master's Degree the next month and picking up 
my work as your Disability Advocate. Then the 
pandemic hit, and the rest is history - so it is said.

Now that ministries have resumed and we’re all 
adjusting to life in pandemic conditions, it's time to 
reboot Jericho Road’s Disability Advocacy Services.

The aim of these services is to inform and 
inspire the Presbyterian Church in NSW to 
actively seek to include people with disability 
as valued members of the community, have 
their voices heard and advocate for them where 

there is injustice or the potential for greater 
inclusion. This is done by visiting churches and 
Presbyteries, running workshops, Bible- studies, 
assisting churches run Sunday services with a 
prominent disability theme, and targeted advice 
in specific circumstances.

As the Disability Advocate, I’ve had people 
approach me and say, “I can see that including 
people with disabilities 
is important, but it’s 
not our priority.” 

Such statements 
suggest that some 
people are of a higher 
priority than others. 
This is to play right 
into the hands of our 
culture - a culture 
that regards people 
according to their 
economic value. 

However, the church is called to be 
countercultural because the gospel itself is 
countercultural. This can be seen in the ministry 
of Jesus as he ministered to the poor, the sick, 
and the disabled - those rejected by his culture. 
Those considered by others as “not their 
priority”. It’s a gospel that sees people restored 
not according to the dictates of their culture, but 
according to the original vocation of humanity - 
to represent God with their character founded 
on the redemption and new life in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

What's happened to our 
Disability Advocate?
BY REV JASON FORBES
PCNSW Disability Advocate
jforbes.disabilityadvocate.pss@gmail.com

THE CHURCH IS 
CALLED TO BE 
COUNTERCULTURAL 
BECAUSE THE 
GOSPEL ITSELF IS 
COUNTERCULTURAL."

“
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This is not easy. Being immersed in a culture 
that prioritises ability and economic values 
can make it difficult to appreciate those who 
do not conform to such priorities. So, we 
need to be proactive in thinking differently. 
That’s why we have Disability Advocacy in 
the NSW Presbyterian Church. 

We want to support churches in preaching 
the gospel not only in word but also in 
deeds and attitudes. To start conversations 
in areas that haven't been discussed before 
and extend the outreach of the gospel in 
new and vibrant ways.

We also want to emphasise that we’re not 
just targeting metropolitan areas, but we’re 
keen to go out into regional areas as well. 
Aside from doing further theological study, 
I have also set myself up with a camper van 
and will take any excuse for a road trip. So, 
for me, it would be a great delight to visit the 
far-flung corners of our denomination.

So, in the next few months, I will be 
contacting Presbyteries to organise a visit 
from the second half of 2021. It would be 
great to have your support, and to even be 
invited by churches to talk about Disability 
Advocacy and the other work we do at 
Jericho Road.

To contact our Disability Advocate, simply 
call Jason on 0419 694 490 or email
jforbes.disabilityadvocate.pss@gmail.com
and follow along on Facebook to stay up-to-
date with the latest news.

mailto:jforbes.disabilityadvocate.pss%40gmail.com?subject=
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We praise God for the 
many opportunities He 
gives us to serve in His 
mission field in this needy 
part of the world.  Here is 
a summary of our planned 
ministries for this year.

Granville
UKRAINE
I continue to serve with Global 
Scholars at the Transcarpathian Hungarian 
Institute of Higher Education in Ukraine, where 
I lecture in the undergraduate courses of British 
Civilisation and Cultural Studies, British Culture 
and the Arts, and American, Australian and 
South African Cultural Studies. I also develop 
course material for and advise academic staff 
on the new postgraduate courses of Research 
Methodology and Organisation in Educational 
Research. Because of the restrictions imposed 
due to COVID-19, all my lectures will continue to 
be given via on-line educational platforms. 

HUNGARY
My work in Hungary comprises writing regular 
articles for church publications, providing 
weekly on-line English conversation sessions 
for pastors and elders, preaching on-line in our 
local church, and giving weekly Bible talks on 
my YouTube channel: English Bible Talks, which 
aims to provide a series of short, easy English 
Bible talks for Hungarians and Ukrainians who 
want to learn about the Bible in English. I hope 
to publish a book of bi-lingual Bible studies 
on basic Christian truths. My music has been 
an effective outreach to the community in the 
past, but, because of COVID-19, I am not able 
to perform at public concerts, so I plan to record 
and post songs on YouTube. 

AUSTRALIA
Dependent on the COVID-19 
situation, I plan to be back in 
Australia from the beginning 
of September to the end of 
November to visit my family 
and our supporting churches 
in Sydney, Central Coast, Coffs 
Harbour, Wollongong and the 
Hunter. I am also seeking to serve 
in short-term pastoral ministry 
during this time. 

Ibolya
HUNGARY
My work is focused on teaching at the Ridens 
Special Vocational High School and College 
in Nyíregyháza. I teach students with a range 
of disabilities, and because of COVID-19, my 
lessons will continue to be given via Google 
Classroom, which is an educational platform 
that streamlines the process of sharing files 
between me and the students, and allows me 
to create, distribute and grade student tasks. 
All the students were provided with laptop 
computers, donated by a local company. I will 
also continue my responsibilities with the Ministry 
of Education as schools’ consultant and examiner 
of teachers, which entails counselling teachers 
in the processes and procedures of submitting a 
portfolio necessary to attain a higher qualification. 
I will also be involved in submitting proposals on 
behalf of special needs schools from other EU 
countries for different EU projects. Submissions 
in the last two years were unsuccessful, so we 
are hoping that this year will bring success.

Granville and Ibolya Pillar are APWM 
Missionaries Serving with Global Scholars in 
Hungary and Ukraine

Serving God in education, the
Church and the wider community
BY GR ANVILLE AND IBOLYA PILL AR 

APWM 
Australian Presbyterian
World Mission
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Youth leaders gather for PY 
Encourage Express

A group of youth leaders from around 
Sydney gathered at Cornerstone 
Willoughby for the first Presbyterian 
Youth Encourage Express (PYEE). 

PYEE are events where youth leaders gather for 
training, to build relationships with youth leaders from 
other churches and to pray together for the youth.

Sixteen people from eight different churches 
came together, with people from CPC and 
Chatswood joining in for the first time. Josh Lum 
Mow, Assistant Minister at Beecroft Presbyterian 
Church spoke on Youth Leader Training Basics 
(Advanced Level), providing a summary of his 
experience in training leaders. 

The leaders were reminded that even as they 
gain new skills, the main core of youth leadership 
doesn’t change, and they can always improve in 
those basic things to an advanced level. Josh 
shared some excellent training materials that he 
had made for his church with the group.

The highlight of the night for many people, though, 
was the new connections that were made. 

Too often in our churches, youth leaders have to 
reinvent the wheel when it comes to youth ministry. 

But there are many experienced and gifted 
youth leaders with thriving ministries in the 
Presbyterian church. We just don’t always have 
the connections required to take advantage of 
their knowledge. 

That’s why PY is trying to build those 
connections across Sydney and across the 
State. PY us aiming to build a network of 
churches which can most importantly pray for 
each other, but also be a sounding board for 
questions, information and resources. 

As Josh Lum Mow said, “It was great to be able 
to meet together with like-minded youth leaders 
from different Presbyterian churches to think 
about training and how we can better train and 
disciple both our leaders and our youth. We all 
have a wealth of valuable wisdom (or at least 
experiences!) that we can and should be sharing 
with each other, and PY Encourage Express is 
one way we are able see that happen.”

CONTINUED ON P.14 
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CONTINUED FROM P.13
YOUTH LEADERS GATHER FOR 
PY ENCOURAGE EXPRESS

At PYEE, participants had time where everyone 
shared in groups a little about the youth ministry 
they came from, and how the topic they had 
heard could impact and improve what they do. 

PY want to put our churches in the best position 
to disciple youth for Christ and that means we 
need to work together to build the kingdom. 
Youth ministry needs to be a big part of how we 
preach the gospel in this city and in this state. 

It is our hope that more and more churches 
would be able to join in the future, to build this 
network of youth leaders, that we might be an 
encouragement and a help to one another. If 
you would like to join us please contact us at 
junoyu@pynsw.org.au or join our Facebook 
group: PYNSW Youth Leader Network.

Most importantly, we really need your prayers. 
Please pray for the work of PY, the youth 
ministries across the state and for the churches 
which currently don’t have a youth ministry. Pray 

that our churches might be equipped to do the 
work of ministry among youth and that this might 
become a priority for churches across Sydney. 

Thank you to Cornerstone Willoughby for 
generously opening up their facilities for us to 
be able to gather and to Josh for speaking to us 
about training youth leaders.

FUTURE PYEE EVENTS 
PYEE Term 2
Como Community Church (11/5/21)

PYEE Term 3 
Ashfield Presbyterian Church (3/8/21)

PYEE Term 4
Blacktown East Presbyterian Church (26/10/21)

FUTURE PY ENCOURAGE 
(REGIONAL) EVENTS
PY Encourage Hunter 
Wallsend Presbyterian Church (23/10/21)

PY Encourage Bathurst 
Bathurst Presbyterian Church (6/11/21)
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In NSW schools, parents are choosing for their children 
to learn about their faith at school. 

It is so encouraging to hear students who are enthusiastic to answer 
questions and ask even more about Jesus. Helping students 
question, explore and discover faith for themselves brings us joy.

From local churches, enthusiastic SRE teachers are trained, authorised 
and welcomed into classrooms across the State. However, we don’t 
have enough SRE teachers to replace those who have had to retire 
due to ill health. 

In an SRE lesson there can be singing, dancing, quizzes, games, 
a bible story, memory verses, activity books, and video clips. The 
COVID restrictions that stopped singing showed SRE teachers just 
how much students enjoyed singing songs about Jesus.

SRE teachers are normal people: old and young, mums and dads, 
singles and married, vibrant and quiet types who volunteer to teach 
SRE. I’ve heard from a former university student who is missing her 
class now that she works fulltime, an 80 year old who says teaching 
SRE is the highlight of his week, and a CEO who has taken time off 
for the past 20 years to teach SRE. Can you fit teaching SRE into 
your schedule?

You might like to help as a backup SRE teacher for when someone 
is sick and cannot teach. 
If teaching a class on your own seems too scary, think about joining 
up with a friend to teach together. We are prayerful that COVID 
restrictions will be eased so that two teachers will be allowed to 
teach together in a class from Term 2 onwards.

If you are not able to teach, why not offer to babysit, pray, give money 
or find some other way you can support this wonderful ministry of 
your local church.

To find out how you can be authorised to teach SRE go to Special 
Religious Education (SRE) - Presbyterian Youth NSW (pynsw.org.au) 
or email sre@pynsw.org.au

IS GOD PROMPTING 
YOU TO CONSIDER 

SRE TEACHING?
BY ROSLYN DEAL

mailto:sre%40pynsw.org.au?subject=
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Growing up entrenched in the 
Aussie egalitarian culture and 
instructed by feminist teachers 
at my all-girls high-school, it 
seemed as a terrible affront to 
learn that God made woman as 
a ‘helper’ for man. It felt like an 
afterthought, a lesser position, 
inequality exemplified.

God’s Word is clear. After creating 
Adam, and tasking him with the 
role working in, and caring for, the Garden of 
Eden, ‘The Lord God said, “It is not good for the 
man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for 
him.”’ (Genesis 2:18, ESV)

I’ve come to learn that woman is not ‘helper’ 
because she is incapable. Woman is not helper 
because she is less than man, or God ran out of 
jobs for Eve. Woman is not ‘helper’ in the way a 
parent may give their child menial tasks to “help” 
them in their work.

No, woman is ‘helper’ because just like Adam, 
she is made in the image of God. And the Lord 
God Himself is our ‘helper’.

To quote Claire Smith, “…in the Old Testament 
this word ‘helper’ is most often used of God. 
God’s people can declare that the Lord is “our 
help and our shield” (Psalm 33:20) and that  “the 
LORD is on my side as my helper” (Ps 118:7). God 
is not above being a helper.

And when he helps, he takes on 
a supportive or serving role to 
those he is helping without ever 
ceasing to be the sovereign Lord 
of all. He provides what is lacking 
so that the one he is helping can 
complete their task.” *

The Women’s Ministry Committee 
exists to support and grow women’s 
ministry in our Church within the 
complementarian framework. In 

doing this, we hope to reflect the image of God 
in women, and fulfil the role of women as helpers 
in proclaiming the good news and expanding the 
Kingdom of heaven.

We have incredible models of this in Scripture, 
and in our churches today. Generations of 
models of faithful, God-honouring women who 
joyfully realised their role as ‘helper’ designed 
by, and in the likeness of, the Lord God. Over 
the next few months, we’ll be considering the 
lives of women who have gone before us, and 
hearing from women within our denomination 
as they encourage and edify us in the Christian 
walk of faith. 

Our prayer is that this will not only be an 
encouragement to each (both male and female) 
reader in our denomination, but also that it 
will help us move towards more fully living out 
God’s good design for men and women in every 
avenue of life.  

*God’s Good Design, Claire Smith, pg 172

WMC: Reflecting the image of God in women
Should WMC be spelled out in full?

BY SYLVIA SIU



APWM 
Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

It takes a Village

It’s sometimes said that it takes a 
village to raise a child. What does it 
take to train a theological lecturer?

These two men are world-changers. On the left 
is Chanreiso Lungleng, better known to many as 
‘Aso’. On the right is Vijai Tagore. They are gifted 
and intelligent men who could easily make a 
comfortable living in a lucrative career back 
home in India. However, they have turned their 
back on such prospects to pursue equipping 
others with the wealth of the gospel. Both lecture 
at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS) 
in Dehradun, India.

About four years ago Aso came to Australia to 
pursue first a Master’s degree, and then a PhD in 
the Old Testament at PTC Melbourne. Aso and 
his family have just returned to PTS following 
the completion of his studies.

In 2012 Vijai and his family came to Australia 
so that he could study for a Master’s degree 

at Christ College Sydney and returned to PTS 
where he continued lecturing. 2019 saw Vijai 
and his family back at Christ College and he 
is now in the final year of his PhD in the New 
Testament.

For many years the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia has enjoyed a rich partnership with 
PTS. Our support for these men is a very real, 
practical outcome of that partnership.

Through their gospel teaching ministry, these 
men and their families will change countless 
lives throughout India. Their training was 
made possible through the partnerships that 
exist between PTS, the Victorian PWMU who 
sponsored Aso, Canterbury Presbyterian Church 
(Victoria), PTC Melbourne, APWM NSW, Revesby 
Presbyterian Church, Chatswood Presbyterian 
Church, Christ College and many un-named 
individuals. We praise God for raising such a 
rich ‘village’ of supporters. We thank those who 
generously make all of this possible.

APWM  / THE PULSE / 17 
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APWM 
Australian Presbyterian
World Mission

Some missionaries have very interesting, 
frontline roles — flying a small plane into a 
remote village to deliver Bibles and medicine. 
Then there are missionaries that sit at desks 
back in Australia. They’re the ones that make 
it possible for the frontline workers to do what 
they do.

The problem is that most of us would rather give 
money to support the person on the frontline but 
not the person on the desk. However, without 
the person at the desk in Australia, it would be 
much harder for the person delivering the Bibles 
and medicine to carry out their task. They need 
each other. 

Wira and Debby Dharma (pictured above) are 
some of the ‘desk people’. They belong to 
Beecroft Presbyterian Church.and are APWM 
missionaries based in Sydney serving with 
Global Recordings Network Australia.

Wira looks after the finance for the Global 
Recordings missionaries. Debby looks after 
Global Recordings’ database of tens of 
thousands of recordings. Their work is vital.

However, their prayer and financial support is 
chronically underfunded. Would you consider 
becoming their partners in ministry?

To support them please go to globalrecordings.net/
en/support-au/wdharma or phone (02) 9899 2211

What do you do when you’re ready to serve 
and not one, but two borders, are closed? 
APWM planned that after an orientation course 
at Kangaroo Ground Rob and El Falls (pictured 
above) would leave Australia in March 2021 to 
serve at Talua,Vanuatu. Vanuatu has no known 
cases of COVID and so has kept its border firmly 
closed.

Making good use of “waiting time”, Rob has 
commenced study for a Master of Theology at 
Christ College. In addition he has commenced 
working two days a week for Talua doing remote 
curriculum development work.

We pray that in July 2021, Rob and El will 
undertake the orientation course and then head 
to Vanuatu in August.

We praise God that Rob and El’s support level 
is at 85%. If your congregation, or you as an 
individual, would like to join their support team 
then please go to www.fallsvanuatu.info or 
contact the National Office. You can view an 
interview with them at shrtm.nu/nOf7

Contact
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
1 Clarence St Burwood NSW 2134
national@apwm.org.au
Temporary phone: (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au
facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission

Just a Desk Job? Vanuatu: Waiting Time 

https://globalrecordings.net/en/support-au/wdharma
https://globalrecordings.net/en/support-au/wdharma
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In 2020, due to COVID-19 
restrictions this could not 
happen. 

But that did not deter 
Year 8! They continued 
to dedicate their service-
learning efforts to the 
support of Allowah. 

Traditionally their service 
learning has involved 
each homeroom group 
visiting the children of 
Allowah and leading 
them in a faith-based 
activity through prayer and song.

This year just one of the Year 8 homeroom 
groups was able to visit prior to the need to 
cancel visitations. 

This group of students were very touched by 
the joy of the children and the challenges that 
they and their families face. 

Due to highly compromised immunity, the 
children of Allowah have had an extended 
period where they have not been able to have 
visitors and the PLC Service Learning adapted 
in awareness of this. 

Being unable to have outside connections has 

been something that has very much touched 
the students in the Year 8 cohort.

In Term Two we sought to maintain connection 
through a video book project that ran in each 
homeroom. 

This involved the groups composing original 
stories that were relevant to teenagers and 
creating both a tactile book and video recording 
that we could send to the Allowah children to 
remind them that they were still in  their hearts. 

The PLC Chapel Services have also been a way 
in which the group have been able to care for 
Allowah through prayer. The children, staff and 
families at Allowah say “Thank you PLC!”

PLC Sydney students visit Allowah
PLC Sydney has actively supported Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital 
during the past few years, with groups of students visiting the kids at Allowah 

regularly and creating a wonderful mural in our garden. 
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Residential Aged Care  I  Retirement Living  I  Respite and Day Care  I  Home Care

At Presbyterian Aged Care we’re about people. We are 
one of Australia’s most experienced and trusted providers 
of aged care services. We’re proudly not–for–profit and all 
religions and faiths are welcome. 

We operate 8 quality residential aged care homes and 
14 beautiful retirement villages throughout NSW/ACT 
and offer home care, respite care, dementia care and 
much more.

For more information or to book a private tour of  
one of our facilities call our friendly team today  
on 1800 722 679. 

Visit www.pacnsw.org.au

Email caresupport@pcnsw.org.au

Caring for you 
is at the heart 
of everything 
we do
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METRO is thrilled this year to be welcoming a 
large number of new apprentices for 2021-2022. 
METRO is a two-year ministry apprenticeship 
providing real-life ministry experience and access 
to quality training.  

Please be praying for our new (and current) 
apprentices whom you can see below. We look 
forward to introducing them more over the coming 
editions of the Pulse! 

CANDACE LUM MOW 
Training Ministry: AFES (Australian Fellowship 

Evangelical Students) 
Trainer: Sam Atwood

ELIZA FAULKNER
Church: Southern Cross Presbyterian 

Trainer: Sue Crosthwaite

RYAN BARCHAM
Church: Bathurst Presbyterian 

Trainer: Andrew Sennett

JOSEPH JACKSON
Church: Dubbo Presbyterian 

Trainer: Allan Blanch

TARA PRINCE
Church: New Life Presbyterian, ACT

Trainer: Russell Smidt

JASON YU
Church: Gracepoint Presbyterian 

Trainer: Elliot Ku

THOMAS LAM 
Church: Gracepoint Presbyterian

Trainer: Elliot Ku
 

“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to 
teach others.“ 2  T I M O T H Y  2 : 2

New METRO Apprentices! 
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BOASTING IN THE LORD
 
God does not just practise steadfast love, justice 
and righteousness, He delights in these things. 
They reflect His own attributes, and are upon His 
heart. The person who knows the Lord will delight 
in being loving, just and righteous, - in short, to 
be holy because the Lord is holy. Worldly wisdom 
and might and riches will come to nothing; but to 
delight in what God delights in is everything. 

Boasting in the Lord Jesus Christ

We should see how this is picked up in the New 
Testament, with the coming of the Messiah. Christ 
is the power of God and the wisdom of God (1 
Cor.1:24). Therefore, all that is acceptable to God 
is found in Christ. He is all that we can boast of (1 
Cor.1:29-31). 

Nothing can I boast in:
My life is scarred with sin.

Where then is our wisdom before God? In Christ. 
What about our righteousness? In Christ. What 
about our sanctification or holiness? In Christ. 
What about our redemption, having our sin paid 
for? In Christ. To boast in the Lord in the Old 
Testament translates into boasting in Christ in the 
New Testament. The Lord Yahweh is revealed as 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Only if God is totally divine, 
fully God, can this be said. 

You and I will come before the judgment seat of God. 
What will we boast in? Wisdom? Might? Riches? 
Hardly. Imagine pleading our wisdom or might or 
bank account before the throne! Could we plead 
our steadfast love, justice, and righteousness? No, 
because God has those things; He is those things. 
Boast in Christ. Ah, that is accepted because He is 
perfect, He is exactly what we need. Our boast is 
to be that of Isaac Watts:

Jesus my Lord! I know His name,
His name is all my boast;
Nor will He put my soul to shame,
Nor let my hope be lost.

Presbyterian Church of Australia's 
overseas development and support 
arm, PresAID, is seeking support for its 
annual Easter Appeal.

This year’s appeal aims to bolster pastors’ 
training in Timor Leste and give significant help 
for the Presbyterian churches of Zambia. 

PresAID is encouraging both churches and 
individuals to support the appeal. To learn more, 
download a three-minute promotional video here.

Details are also available for download on the 
PresAID website - presaid.org.au

Donations can be transferred as follows:
Mark your donation for 'PresAID' followed by 
your church's name (or your own if making a 
personal donation).
Presbyterian Church of Victoria
BSB: 083-004
Acc: 015016531
Transaction description: "PresAID - <name of 
church/individual>"
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Will your church support PresAID’s 
Easter appeal?

https://www.dropbox.com/s/g6psxcf2acwc2w9/PresAID%20Easter%202021.mp4?dl=1
http://presaid.org.au


e all boast in something. We take our 
stand on some foundation or other 
which we think we can boast in, or 
glory in, to use the NKJV term. 

That is what Jeremiah is saying here. People 
struggle with the issues of life and take their 
stand on one ground or another.

False grounds for boasting

‘Thus, says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast 
in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches”’ 
(9:23). There are three false grounds given there 
for boasting:

(a) wisdom. The man who cannot say: ‘I do not 
know’ because he thinks he will lose face is a 
fool indeed. There is no pretending before God, 
nor should there be any before our neighbour. 
It is not just lately that geniuses working for 
the Sydney Morning Herald and Q & A have 
decided that the Bible should be discarded. 
That attitude is there in Jeremiah’s day (see 
8:8-9). The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom and knowledge – as we are told five 
times in the Old Testament (Job 28:28; Prov.1:7; 
9:10; 15:33; Ps.111:10). It is sheer foolishness to 
ignore God’s Word or to pit oneself against it.

(b) might. People trust in the wrong strength 
(Ps.20:7-8). Goliath was a lot bigger than David, 
but no match for David’s God. When we are 
young, we think we are indestructible, but it is a 
false boast. It soon goes. Muhammad Ali – ‘I am 
the greatest’ - could barely move for the last years 
of his life. 

(c) riches. This is the third false boast. Remember 
the rich fool in Jesus’ parable (Luke 12:18-20). He 
thought he was in charge of his life, and he could 
plan it all out, relax and enjoy it. But God called 
him to account. 

Wisdom, might, and riches - three false grounds 

for boasting. Solomon had all three to a far 
greater degree than the rest of us, but he 
still came to grief. These things will not keep 
you from sin or death or judgment. There 

are people everywhere who are boasting 
in one of these three things or perhaps a 

variation on one of them. But God tells us not to 
boast in these things because they belong to the 
Lamb, not us (Rev.5:11-12). How out of place, even 
blasphemous, for us to boast of these things! 

Boasting in knowing the Lord

‘But let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the 
Lord who practises steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these things 
I delight, declares the Lord’ (9:24). Boast in 
knowing the Lord. Why? Because He is the Lord 
who practises three things:

(a) steadfast love. I am not likely to give you many 
insights into Hebrew words, but the idea here is 
of God’s loyal lovingkindness. Human beings are 
faddish. We get interested in one thing, then drop 
it, and chase after something else. Not so God; 
He is full of steadfast love. We can rely on Him for 
His love is from everlasting to everlasting (hence 
Jesus’ prayer in John 17:26).

(b) justice. The NKJV has ‘judgment’ but ‘justice’ 
is the idea. All that God does is just. When He 
punishes, He is just because we deserve it. When 
He forgives, He is just because He shows mercy 
by fulfilling justice.  

(c) righteousness. This is very much like justice, 
but can include goodness and mercy. Because 
God is righteous, we need righteousness, but we 
do not have it in ourselves (Phil.3:9).

CONTINUED ON P. 22
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BOASTING IN THE LORD
J E R E M I A H  9 : 2 3 - 2 4


