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Our “new normal”: all 
part of the Plan

With the 2022 Gener-
al Assembly held “in 
person” in Sydney once 
again, the Pulse magazine 
back in print, and the cessation 
of government mandates over the 
COVID-19 pandemic, people are 
doing their best to return to “nor-
mal”.

We are holidaying, travelling over-
seas, shopping, socialising, going 
to church . . . all the things we used 
to do, before the virus that has 
swept over all of Earth, killed hun-
dreds of thousands of people and 
caused ongoing health issues for 
many, came seemingly out of the 
blue.

The question is, however, will we 
ever return to “normal”? Can we 
return to “normal”? What actually 
is “normal”? Are we back in “nor-
mal”? 

These are questions I am asking 
myself often as winter – and huge 
crowds of snow seekers – have 
descended on the Snowy Moun-
tains where I live. While people are 
going through the motions of “nor-
mal” – ie going skiing and snow-
boarding, après ski activities and 
shopping, the situation is far from 
normal.

There are more people than usual, 
because lockdowns meant snow 
lovers couldn’t indulge in their 
snow trips for two years. Bigger 
crowds mean parking shortages 
at the ski resorts and a new phe-
nomenon where drivers have been 
at the resorts by 8am to get a park 
or risk not being able to go as the 
roads are blocked. Many are miss-
ing out on their ski days because 
of this.

There is an accommodation short-
age because many properties 
were bought up by snow change 
city folk during the lockdowns (to 
escape the city), and are rented to 

holiday makers not locals or 
winter staff, which in turn 
means staff shortages. 

COVID-19 has combined 
with six other viruses with 

similar symptoms (source: 
My GP) to rage around the 

region, causing further staff short-
ages and issues with school atten-
dances, more drain on medical ser-
vices and so on.

Many adjustments have had to be 
made. We have not returned to 
how it was before. Personally, I do 
not think we will ever, again. But is 
that such a bad thing? Is this part 
of God’s ultimate plan? In Jeremi-
ah, God promises to give us “hope 
and a future”.

We learned during the lockdowns 
how to do the GA (General Assem-
bly) on Zoom, along with church 
services. This year, the GA was of-
fered both in person and on Zoom. 
And as you will read on page 
three, it worked well. Back to the 
Pulse – with churches closed, we 
published solely online. Now, we 
have returned to printing but have 
retained our online publication as 
well.  Our readers enjoy both for-
mats. 

Not “back to normal” – but perhaps 
a “better than normal?” Maybe we 
are not meant to go, or look, back-
wards to how it was, but forward to 
where God wants to take us.

Genesis 19:17 says: “Don’t look 
back, and don’t stop anywhere in 
the plain!” While leaving the city, 
Lot’s wife looked back at the de-
struction, against the angels’ in-
struction and as a consequence, 
turned into a pillar of salt. Perhaps 
there is a message in this for us?

We hope you enjoy this printed and 
online edition of the Pulse. Please 
share both versions with your fam-
ily, friends and anyone you think 
could be inspired by its content.   

Onwards (and upwards) Christian 
Soldiers! (2 Timothy 2:3)

Editorial
BY KAREN FORMAN



The 2022 General Assembly of the 
PCNSW/ACT was held both face to face 
and online in Sydney in July and the 
combination, according to Assembly 
Clerk, John Irvin, proved to be “smooth 
and successful”.
John said he was particularly thankful for technol-
ogy and the people who operated it.

“I am thankful that because of those skilled in op-
erating the necessary technology, this year’s As-
sembly could be held both in person and on-line for 
those who wished to participate remotely,” he said.

“Participation rates were high, debate was robust, 
and the Assembly functioned smoothly.”

Held at PLC Sydney, the Assembly welcomed 
the Rev David Maher, minister at Burwood, as the 
Moderator for 2022-23, who spoke on a theme of 
encouragement.

“The world is in turmoil. People are confused and 
afraid,” he said. “But there’s never been better 
time to be a Christian.  The fields are ripe for har-
vest. May the Lord, therefore, send out workers 
into His harvest field.

“Let us go forth—let us go and do likewise—still 
convinced, and still trusting in the victory of Jesus 
in these turbulent times.”

The Assembly – which continued the practice of 
using a Consent Agenda for items of business 
that did not require debate - thanked the Rev Da-
vid Yu as the outgoing Deputy Clerk and elected 
the Rev Paul Harris as Deputy Clerk (2022-2025).

It congratulated the Rev David Burke as Moder-
ator-General Nominate, to assume this role with 
the General Assembly of Australia from 2023-
2025, welcomed eight new ministers to their first 
Assembly and granted associated member right 
to various executive/director personnel of the 
PCNSW who were not members of the Assembly.

Other highlights included:

• an address from the recently appointed 
new CEO of Presbyterian Inland Mission,  
Hugh Castledon; 

• adopting an official position on Voluntary As-
sisted Dying in response to recent NSW Gov-
ernment legislation;
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After two years of online operations due to the pandemic, it was somewhat fitting the Presbyterian Church of NSW/ACT’s 2022 Assembly ended 
uniquely. The Assembly was in its final hours at PLC Sydney on Friday July 14 when Croydon lost its electricity supply at midday.  The Assembly 

paused and went to lunch for an hour. When the Assembly reconvened it did so in the PLC Performing Arts Centre’s forecourt but with the elec-
tricity still out, and as it was nearly over, the remaininag business was referred to the November 2022 Commission of Assembly. The Moderator 

then formally closed the Assembly. It was a unique way to close!

Unique close to 2022 Assembly 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2022

HIGH PARTICIPATION; ROBUST 
DEBATE AT 2022 ASSEMBLY

⊲ CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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• three Bible expositions from the Rev Dr Cam-
eron Clausing on Romans 10, 1 Corinthians 10 
and Matthew 6;

• a Christian testimony from Miss Katherine 
Zhang, a year 12 student at PLC;

• approved the Ministry Development Pro-
gramme allocation of funds to Assembly Com-
mittees for the triennium 2023-2025;

• agreed to the reinstatement of the Presbyteri-
an Aged Care Committee;

• requested the Trustees to explore the concept 
of corporatizing the Church’s major institutions;

• requested the Trustees to revisit their insur-
ance program with a view to possibly reduc-
ing premiums;

• launched the book Effective Leadership and 
commended the book as a useful resource to 
ministers, elders, and sessions;

• endorsed a Statement of Affirmation recog-
nising the value of women as fellow image 
bearers and necessary partners in the life of 
the PCNSW;

• appointed a Women’s Engagement Working 
Group to explore how the Assembly can bet-
ter include women in the decision-making fo-
rums of PCNSW; 

• greeted past and current office-bearers of the 
PWA;

• heard updates from two Presbyterian mission-
aries serving overseas;

• strongly recommended all paid pastoral min-
istry personnel take up the opportunity to 
receive pastoral supervision, mentoring, or 
coaching;

• acknowledged with heartfelt gratitude the ser-
vice and leadership of Col Langford who has 
resigned from the Pastoral Relations Commis-
sion after 32 years of membership, including 
13 years as Chairman;

• enacted new rules for The Code including a 
new chapter 4 of The Code concerning Elders 
and Sessions, Child Safety Protocols, Mar-
riage Celebrants, and Records apart;

• requested the Elders and Deacons Committee 
to draft for the consideration of the Assembly 
in 2023 changes to the Code to specify that 
future elders must be male, while preserving 
the rights and privileges of existing female el-
ders; and

• agreed to send the discussion paper ‘Healthy 
Complementarianism’ to presbyteries and 
sessions for their consideration, and encour-
age ministers and elders to circulate the pa-
per widely among men and women, to foster 
discussion in the church about healthy, bibli-
cal relationships between men and women.

The Assembly agreed to start the 2023 Assembly 
on Tuesday July 11.

⊲ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Moderator’s Address 
BY DAVID MAHER

⊲ CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

My theme tonight is primarily a theme of 
encouragement. 
I want you to know that God loves you, and that 
he is in control—no matter what happens in the 
days ahead. Because the Gospel is still true, and 
there is no other name given to us under heaven 
by which we must be saved—except the name of 
Jesus, our Lord. … 

As the Apostle Paul says:

‘I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the fu-
ture, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’ (Romans 8:38-39)

‘I am convinced; and I remain convinced! 

• The relationship forged—by God—with me 
through the death and resurrection of his Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is unbreakable.

• I am fully persuaded. And I will not be moved—
no matter what trials or troubles or tempta-
tions may come my way!’

So said the Apostle Paul.  

You know, it’s great to be back at Assembly face-
to-face. To be able to see one another, shake 
hands, look you in the eye, and pray together. … 

This is an opportunity for healing. We all need it!  
Many people have been hammered by Covid—
and not just by the illness, but by the heavy-hand-
ed policies of our governments and health bu-
reaucrats. 

Deep fault-lines have appeared in our nation’s 
identity; and they can’t just be papered over.

Our children and our senior citizens have been 
among the worst affected. And it’s not over, by 
any means. … Add to that the impact of fires and 
floods, and inflation, and all the other things 
that are happening in our world—and it’s all-the-
more important that we are convinced that noth-
ing can separate us from the love of God that is 
ours in Christ Jesus our Lord! …

The world is tearing itself apart. … Therefore, 
we must stand united in Christ. Even if we hold 
different views to one another about what we 
ought to do; we can still move forward if we are 
willing to submit together to the sovereignty of 
God and love one another in the deep unity that 
joins us together, in Christ.

So, I urge you to draw strength and courage 
from God’s Word tonight! Let his love be the in-
spiration that carries you on. Let his promises re-
fresh you; let his Spirit fill you. Because there’s 
work to do! … People are hurting—in the church, 
and outside. 

They need the Lord. … And who else will He 
send, if not us?!

Some of you may know the story of a man named 
Charles, who stretched out a tightrope over the 
Niagara Falls between Canada and the United 
States. … 

A crowd of people gathered to watch him step 
out onto a thin rope and walk over it! This feat 
made Charles Blondin famous on the 30th June, 
1859. 

Without any safety devices (not even a net below 
him), he walked across the rope several times, 
back and forth—all the while, a crowd of people 
watching him with awestruck wonder. 

Nobody believed he could do it! It seemed im-
possible! … 

• Then a few days later, he rode a bicycle over 
the tightrope! 

• On another day, he was wearing stilts. 
• Then he carried a stove and cooked an om-

elette, which he then lowered down on a 
rope to people waiting on a boat below! (All 
on a tightrope!)
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• Then he wore a sack over his head so that he 
couldn’t see as he walked. … People actually 
fainted at the sight of it! 

Then, on the 15th of July (that’s 164 years ago 
this Friday) he pushed a wheel-barrow out onto 
the rope. And he turned to the crowd, and he 
asked them: ‘Do you believe I can do anything 
on a tightrope?’

• ‘Oh Yes, Mr Blondin,’ someone said. ‘After 
what I’ve seen, I believe you can do anything 
at all!’

• ‘Good!’ he replied, ‘If you really believe, then 
get in!’   (But nobody did!) 

What does this show us? It shows us that faith is 
more than mere words. Faith is more than good 
intentions. A living faith is an active faith. Living 
faith, genuine faith, is the kind of faith that gets 
into the wheelbarrow with Jesus—when he in-
vites you! … That’s genuine faith. 

To have genuine faith means that I need to trust 
Jesus with my life, and my soul! … I need to get 
into that wheelbarrow, and let him carry me over 
to the other side—so help me God!

The Christian life is like that. Look down, and you 
can start to feel real queasy, real quick! There’s 
Covid, and floods, and fires, and illness, and fi-
nancial pressures, and wars, and plenty more 
besides. … So, we need to encourage one an-
other. We need to reconnect; and we need to be 
courageous for Christ. 

We need to put our faith into action—with love, 
and grace, and Christian fortitude. (By the way, I 
love that word: fortitude! Whatever happened to 
Christian fortitude?) 

Fortitude is one of those good old-fashioned vir-
tues that we need to revive. But if we’re going to 
do that, we must first have the conviction 
of faith—which is the foundation on which 
everything else relies. 

We must first be convinced of God’s 
goodness toward us … and get in that 
wheelbarrow.  

So, to help us think about this, I want to 
take a look at Psalm 20. First, the people 
sing vv1-5 as a prayer. 

Today, we can apply this Psalm person-
ally—according to our own needs, fears, 
and anxieties. 

I can pray for you; you can pray for me. 
We can pray together for our needs, and 

for Christian fortitude:

So: won’t you come and sit in the wheelbarrow 
with me?! 

Friends, isn’t it good that we can offer the hope 
of the Gospel as an antidote to the fears of this 
world… knowing that the victory belongs to the 
Lord Jesus Christ! … 

On the one hand, we need to warn people about 
the wrath of the Lamb—and how God will judge 
us according to the choices that we make. For 
the wages of sin is death; and after that, comes 
judgement. But then, we must always be ready 
to offer the mercy of Christ, the balm of Gilead, 
the Lamb of God in whom we have redemption—
the forgiveness of sins. 

And so, we come back to Romans 8:

So we say! … But are we really convinced?  I 
wonder:

• Would you lose your job over a matter of con-
science? Some people have, during Covid.

• Would you support gender fluidity to pass a 
Uni subject? Some people have…

• Would you stay silent when abortion and eu-
thanasia are legalised and publicly promoted 
as something good? … I know some people 
have… 

It’s challenging. But, as Christians, we need to 
stand up for what we believe!

As Paul said in his final letter to Timothy:

• ‘That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am 
not ashamed, because I know in whom I have 
believed, and I am convinced that he is able 
to guard what I have entrusted to him for that 
day.’ (2 Timothy 1:12).

What about you? Are you STILL convinced? 
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Outgoing Moderator Adrian Lamrock 
address to assembly
BY ADRIAN LAMROCK  

I would like to begin by thanking the 
Assembly for the privilege of picking 
up the role of Moderator for the past 
12 months.

It has been a real joy to meet peo-
ple in so many contexts, and to see 
the work that is being done to build 
God’s church and to make the name 
of Jesus known in our communities. 

Kerrie and I have had the opportuni-
ty to visit the presbyteries of Sydney 
South and the ACT and have managed to visit near-
ly all the churches in those two presbyteries. To the 
ones we have been unable to visit, my apologies.

The year was effectively truncated from 12 months 
to eight, thanks to a thing called “lockdown” and 
so opportunities were greatly reduced. 

One of the things we have found in our visits is the 
great variety of ways that people enjoy their corpo-
rate worship, through prayer styles, differences in 
music and, of course, difference in language. 

Do members of the Assembly realise that, on any 
given Sunday, there are services in Mandarin, Ko-
rean, Indonesian, Arabic, Samoan, Ghanaian and 
… did I mention English … taking place across the 
State. There may be others I have missed. 

What has been a constant, though, has been the 
importance of reading from the Word of God, and 
having that Word explained and applied. No matter 
where we have visited this has been the case and I 
am very glad to see this happening. 

We have also had the privilege of seeing part of 
the educational offerings of the denomination, vis-
iting several schools and the Graduation Ceremo-
ny at Christ College.

It is enormously encouraging to me, as a former 
teacher, to see the ways that our schools are tak-
ing their Gospel mission seriously and looking for 
ways to bring the news of Jesus to students, as 
well as encouraging Christian students to a greater 
understanding of our God and His Word. 

I was particularly pleased to be present when stu-
dents from The Scots College received Certificates 
of Theology at Christ College Graduation in March.

Our Aged Care facilities, similarly, are mission fields, 

and it is good to see our chaplains 
and other staff reaching out to the res-
idents in their care, and to see the ob-
vious love they have for them as they 
seek to share the news of Jesus. 

One thing that I would like to see in 
years ahead is a greater understand-
ing of the breadth and depth of the 
work of this denomination in NSW. 
There is so much happening, be it 
with the PWA, APWM, PY, PIM or Jeri-
cho Road, just to name a few.

It was a pleasure to join in meetings with Gospel, 
Society and Culture as that Committee seeks to 
give expression to the concerns around us in NSW 
at present. And yet I think that many people in our 
congregations have little or no idea of how much 
is going on and how they might support and pray 
for these different organisations. 

Similarly, I wonder if people in our churches have 
much understanding of the work, or even exis-
tence, of other congregations either in their own 
presbyteries or beyond. Are we communicating 
that sense of being much more than just our own 
local church? 

Taking up David Burke’s theme of some years ago, 
maybe there is “unfinished business” in this area. 
Many people were surprised to find out that there 
are around 180 churches meeting across NSW on 
any given Sunday. That was a big encouragement 
to me. I hope it is to you. 

My thanks to those who have made the year such 
a blessing, whether it be ministers and sessions 
in local churches, school principals and chap-
lains, aged care directors and chaplains or peo-
ple in other roles, particularly those who staff our 
church offices. Kerrie and I have travelled well over 
11,000km in the past year and have been grateful 
for God’s protection as we have done so. 

We are grateful to the warmth and hospitality 
shown to us by so many and the connections we 
have made. 

Most importantly, we are grateful and encouraged 
to know that the Gospel is being proclaimed, the 
Word is being taught and Jesus’ Name is being 
held up in many, many places and ways. 

Adrian Lamrock



The Presbyterian Inland Mission is now 
taking applications for the New Dunesk 
Gap Year - an exciting opportunity for 
young people to grow in their faith while 
also building practical farm and ministry 
skills.
The program allows participants to share in PIM’s 
vision to make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in remote and sparsely populated areas of Aus-
tralia. 

As a New Dunesk Gappie, you will get the oppor-
tunity to:

Develop a whole range of useful farm skills, in-
cluding fencing, driving and maintaining a range 
of vehicles, firearm handling, and managing live-
stock. You might even pick up a truck licence, first 
aid qualifications and take a course in chainsaw 
operation.

Grow as a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
deepen your theological understanding through 
structured study as part of the Timothy Partner-
ship course.

Help out with different events at New Dunesk 
during the year, where you’ll develop your rela-
tional and leadership skills as you work alongside 
the New Dunesk manager to help events run 
smoothly.

Become actively involved in the life of the local 
Presbyterian Church, and develop skills in lead-

ing Bible studies, worship service leading, and 
community evangelism. You might even help with 
SRE in the local school, or learn to preach a basic 
sermon.

The New Dunesk Gap Year is a full time, live-on 
program located on PIM’s property in Ardlethan, 
NSW. The program is aimed at recent school-leav-
ers, and accepts participants in early February 
and Early July each year for either a 6 month or 
12-month placement.

Applications are now open for our 2022 mid-
year intake, and we are inviting expressions of 
interest for 2023. 

For further information, visit www.pim.org.au/
gap-year, where you can download the full New 
Dunesk Gap Year Prospectus. To apply or regis-
ter your interest, email gapyear@pim.org.au.

NEW DUNESK GAP YEAR 
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
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PLC Sydney kindly invites you to the Pamela Nutt Address, August 2022

       SAFETY SPOT
Slips, Trips and Falls
Slips, trips and falls are common in our churches as-
sociated with liquid spills, electrical cords, carpets 
that do not stay in place and surface changes e.g. 
carpet to wood. Trips in church grounds occur where 
old paths have lifted, surface changes occur e.g. pot 
holes, concrete to grass and wheel stops in carparks. 
Our elderly are particularly vulnerable.
In some cases resurfacing is required however other 
solutions include:

• Use of tapered wood ramp e.g. at uneven door 
threshold, application of surface treatments e.g. 
rapid patching mortar where uneven concrete is 
not susceptible to future movement. Fill pot holes 
and erosion features.

• Enclose permanent electrical 
cords and provide heavy mat 
for short term cord use.

• Use of warnings such as Hi Vis tape on step edg-
es and wheel stops, spill clean-up signs.

• Nominate closest car spaces as ‘disabled’ and 
provide support for elderly to and from car.

• High pressure hose to remove moss and lichen.
• Provide entrance mats and umbrella stands.
• Use slip resistant products and provide railings.
• Improve lighting.
• Limit access to high risk areas.

Hazel Nisbet 
WHSE Manager 
hnisbet@pcnsw.org.au  
0414 463 976
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Hundreds of Hearts  
for Allowah

Trying to raise two million dollars is a big 
task. Sometimes it seems impossible! 
Sometimes it is tempting to just look to people 
who have two million in change and hope that they 
will solve the problem. But for Allowah Presbyteri-
an Children’s Hospital, just like it always has been, 
finding such a large sum comes down to hundreds 
of individuals giving what they can. 
We wanted to share some of these stories here… 
although there are many... which will warm your 
heart!

Maroba Aged Care in Waratah
The residents at Maroba, an aged care facility near 
Newcastle, have been taking a weekly donation 
and praying for Allowah for the past few months 
during their weekly chapel service. Last week they 
sent a donation of $345. 

Sarah Tan
Hurstville Presbyterian Church member, Sarah 
Tan, set up her own fund-
raiser on the Allowah online 
fundraising platform. Her 
plan – walk 100kms for Al-
lowah with the goal of rais-
ing $6,000 in the process. 
As at the time of writing, Sar-
ah has raised $4,820! “Run-
ning/walking was something 
that I had been recently try-
ing to do more of. I thought 

that I’d pick something that would be a personal 
challenge, but also Covid-safe and practical!” says 
Sarah of her fundraising idea.
We asked Sarah what prompted her to play her 
part for Allowah, she says, “Allowah is a precious 
place that lies close to my heart; doing “Kids 
Church” there has made me fall in love with the 
children and the warmth of the staff. Hearing of 
their financial need made me feel desperate and 
devastated. I heard about the fund-raising idea 
through my boyfriend and thought that this was 
definitely something I could do!”

Allowah Staff Fundraiser – Walk, Run or Wheel 
for Allowah event
It was a beautiful sunny day on Saturday 4th June, 
as staff from the hospital took part in a ‘Walk, Run 
or Wheel for Allowah’ event. Staff members used 
the opportunity to gather sponsors for their walk 
and took part by walking in their local area on the 
day - even a team member who was in Mt Tambo-
rine, Queensland took part! A group of staff, their 
families and two of the Allowah kids walked and 
wheeled the Parramatta Park loop together. Us-
ing the online fundraising platform, an incredible 
$7,291 was raised from this staff-initiated event.

Hurstville HYPE Youth Group AllowART
Longtime friends of Allowah, Hurstville Presbyte-
rian Church, regularly hosts Kids Church for the 
children at Allowah. Last year the Hurstville youth 
group organized a car wash for Allowah and this 
year they came up with the brilliant idea of a paint 
night. Jessie Zhang shares, “Our youth group, 
HYPE (Hurstville Young People Evangelizing) held 
a paint night on 17 June called “Allow Art” where 
we followed a Bob Ross tutorial. We had about 40 

Residents of Maroba who attend the weekly chapel 
service and have been contributing towards Allowah.

Getting active for Allowah

The staff-initiated event was lots of fun!

NEWS 

⊲ CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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people attend and ended up 
raising just under $2000 (exact 
number was $1,980.20 which 
included additional donations 
from other church members) - 
praise God!!”
Members of the HYPE youth 
group shared their thoughts 
around why they decided to 
hold the fundraising paint 

night for Allowah: “For me, Allowah is just a won-
derful constant reminder of God’s faithfulness, 
God’s timing and love and also just a beautiful 
experience getting to share in that with staff and 
kids at Allowah.”
“As Helen Keller said, alone we can do so little, 
together we can do so much.” 
“We raised money for Allowah as a reflection of 
Christ’s love for us and his unparalleled care for 
our afflictions - spiritual and physical. We believe 
that the children at Allowah are made in the im-
age of God and precious to him.”

Epping Presbyterian Church Fundraiser Event
Like Hurstville, members of Epping Presbyterian 
Church volunteer their time on Sundays hosting 
Kids’ Church at Allowah. We spoke to Epping’s Kel-
ly Aston, about how this connection initially formed. 
“Over 10yrs ago I was talking to Rhonda Daley (the 
then Chaplain) and she asked if I would consider 
bringing a team of people from our Church to run 
a Kids’ Church for the children at Allowah. I start-
ed by visiting while another group was running a 
Kids’ Church and I fell in love with the children at 
Allowah straight away. From that time onwards, we 
have had a team of people from Epping Presbyte-
rian Church (EPC) coming to Allowah once a month 
to worship together with the children and staff. It is 
always such a joy and a blessing for us to watch 
the children grow up over the years. We also had 
an opportunity to have some of the children join 
us at our Church on a Sunday morning (in person 
before COVID and during COVID they were able 
to join us on zoom). Allowah is a place that is full of 
love and joy. Allowah is a part of our Church family. 
When I think of Allowah I think of God’s love in ac-
tion”, says Kelly.

Hearing about the funding need, Epping or-
ganized an amazing fundraising event for Al-
lowah, on Saturday 18th June, with a concert 
and market stall of cakes and knitted goods. 
“There were many highlights - the fun of Josh 
Goscombe’s concert, the team of volunteers 
who joyfully gave their time to serve Allowah in 
this way, the many cakes being dropped off by 
so many from our Church family and the gen-
erous spirit of those who attended and bought 
cakes and knitted items”, says Kelly. The event 
raised over $4,000 for Allowah.

When asked why is Al-
lowah an important min-
istry of the Presbyteri-
an church, Kelly says, 
“Throughout the Bible we see God’s concern 
for those who are vulnerable. When Jesus lived 
on earth, He too demonstrated God’s love and 
care for people who are vulnerable in many 
ways, and of course we see Jesus’ love for chil-
dren when He says ‘Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.’ Matthew 
19:14. In so many ways, Allowah represents our 
‘core business’ as a Church - loving and caring 
for children who are vulnerable and bringing 
them into God’s Kingdom. Allowah is a place 
that glorifies God.”
So, how do you raise millions of dollars? One 
generous heart at a time. 
Everyone at Allowah is so 
thankful for every person 
who has donated, fund-
raised or got behind Al-
lowah in whatever way 
they can. Together, we 
will make it!
www.Allowah.org.au
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Stalls, music and fun for young 
and old!

Hundreds of Hearts for Allowah / NEWS 
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Hands of Help and Friendship 
As a nation, we watched on in disbelief and help-
lessness at the flood waters enveloping much of 
New South Wales, and particularly the Northern 
Rivers area. It was heart breaking to see the foot-
age on the news. But for those who were direct-
ly affected by the floods, the ongoing reality has 
been devastating.
Turning those feelings of helplessness into action, 
hundreds of generous people across our state 
and beyond, got behind the Jericho Road Flood 
Appeal, donating what they could to make a differ-
ence on the ground. 
We reached out for an update from churches who 
have been supporting their community using funds 
from the appeal. 

Southern Cross Presbyterian Church
Based in the heart of the floods in Lismore, South-
ern Cross quickly set up a Pop-Up Pantry in their 
church where locals could drop in and collect food 
supplies. Using funds from the Jericho Road Flood 
Appeal, they purchased gift cards which made 
up part of the #droplove bags pictured below. 
Peita Patch, Southern Cross’ Ministry Coordinator 
shared, “We give them out to anyone who visits 
our Pop-Up Pantry and also our church family can 
take them for family/friends/neighbours who are 
in need - it’s just one of the ways we’re trying to 
#droplove in our community.”
Reflecting months after the floods, Peita says, “As a 
local church we have felt very loved by God’s peo-
ple from far and wide. We have been cared for and 
remembered, not at all forgotten. The generosity 
of the flood appeal also provided our church fam-
ily with avenues to show practical love to so many 
in our wider community. It has been great to be 
able to offer assistance in the name of the church 
in groups and sub cultures who don’t usually have 
much contact with the church.”

Tweed Heads Presbyterian Church
“The generosity of the flood appeal made a cru-
cial difference to a Korean War veteran in our 
congregation.  His home was significantly flood 
damaged yet was struggling to access govern-

ment assistance.  The appeal gift enabled him to 
recarpet and replace much of his kitchenware.  
He is deeply grateful to receive the help.” - Mi-
chael Boyd, Pastor

Ballina Presbyterian Church
“One encouragement was seeing the excitement 
of youth group happening last Friday night. A 
number of the leaders and kids had been directly 
impacted by the floods and supported by Jericho 
Road and the church.” – Rev. Luke McPherson

Nambucca Presbyterian Church 
Jericho Road received a call from a fellow who 
was living in Lismore during the floods. He lost ev-
erything and at the time of the call was staying in 
a motel room with his children in the Nambucca/
Macksville area. Using the flood relief government 
assistance, he purchased a second-hand car, how-
ever the car needed new tyres to be road worthy. 
Jericho Road connected him in with Nambucca 
Presbyterian Church who were able to purchase 
new tyres for him using funds from the Flood Ap-
peal and have maintained contact with him. He is 
now able to look for work and transport his family.

Graceville Presbyterian Church
Lyndsay Samuels 
grew up in the North-
ern Rivers area of 
NSW but is now liv-
ing in Brisbane and 
attends Graceville 
Presbyterian Church. 
Along with five other 
women in the church, 
who also grew up 
in the Northern Riv-
ers, they got togeth-
er after hearing of 
the needs after the 
floods. So many of 
their family, friends 
and acquaintances 
were severely im-
pacted.

Flood waters reached un-
precedented peaks in the 

Northern Rivers



Through their church, this amazing team of wom-
en arranged to get food and supplies down to the 
flood affected areas. The need was so great that 
they started fundraising to enable supplies such as 
white goods to be bought and transported down. 
“There is a real lack of white goods in the Northern 
Rivers after the floods: fridges, washing machines, 
microwaves”, says Lyndsay. 

A friend of Lyndsay’s recommended that she reach 
out to Jericho Road and after looking at the Jeri-
cho Road website, Lyndsay got in contact. Through 
the generous donations to the Jericho Road flood 
appeal, funds were able to be transferred for the 
Graceville Presbyterian team to utilise for families 
in need. “From food to white goods, furniture, bed-
ding and general supplies the list goes on,” says 
Lyndsay. 
What started as a helping hand for friends and 
family they now have 300 families on their list. This 
weekend they are again hiring a 3 tonne truck to 
deliver items to families in need.
“The funds from the flood appeal have literally 
changed people’s lives… it has kept people alive. 
At first it was the need for food and now it is the 
need for warmth. Often people are living with only 
one electrical point. So, when we turn up with 
warm blankets, food, a dressing gown, they are 
just so thankful. It is rare that we walk away with-
out some tears shed. Tears of thanks – they are so 
thankful.” - Lyndsay Samuels

These are just a few of the many stories that have 
come out of the flood appeal. The beauty of being 
able to distribute funds through local churches and 
local Christians, is the opportunity to provide help in 
exactly the form those in need want it – not just as 
a blanket “one size fits all” but as part of a real rela-
tionship with real people who need different things.  
Thank you to everyone who donated. Your gen-
erosity has helped show Jesus’ love in action and 
create opportunities for churches to establish con-
nections with people in the community. Please con-
tinue to pray for all those in 
the flood affected areas.
If you would like to receive 
updates such as these, 
direct to your inbox, why 
not sign up to the Jericho 
Road Newsletter at www.
jerichoroad.org.au/pray or 
scan the QR code
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One of the many individuals the team have been 
helping. Her house was condemned due to the 

extent of the damage.

Delivering white goods and supplies from 
Brisbane down to Northern NSW.

Lyndsay and the Graceville team  
lending a helping hand



Imago Dei Tour Reflections 
By Jason Forbes

The gospel is the greatest expression of love 
and grace from God to humanity. That we, as 
sinners, can enter an everlasting covenantal 
relationship with a Holy God is the greatest act 
of mercy ever told. The gospel is a divine reali-
ty that transcends class and culture, along with 
any other demographic that can be imagined.
So, it is my privilege, as your Disability Advocate, 
to explore on your behalf, how this gospel applies 
to people with disabilities, and how they can be 
included, as those who have been bought with 
Christ’s blood (Acts 20:28; Revelation 5:9), in the 
life of God’s people as valued members.
Part of this privilege is to meet with Presbyterian 
Churches in NSW and discuss these topics. In 
May I had the privilege of meeting with churches 
in Wentworth Falls, Woodford, then the following 
week in Taree.
At all three churches I delivered a sermon explor-
ing what it means for us to bear God’s image from 
Col 3:1–14. It’s a sermon that challenges cultural 
perceptions of our ideal self and focusses in on 
our character as God’s main concern for us. As 
much as we may talk about bearing God’s image, 

we don’t really talk about 
what this means, and peo-
ple appreciated this being 
unpacked. This was both 
challenging and encourag-
ing for people to hear: chal-
lenging because it often 
means going against our 
culture and our natural way 
of thinking, but also en-

couraging because it gives us a 
new basis for relating to people 
that we may consider different 
from ourselves.
Visiting churches also provides 
an opportunity for an informal 
discussion around disability 
issues with a small group. In these discussions, I 
give my testimony and talk about how I became 
your Disability Advocate. There is also an oppor-
tunity to ask any questions around disability, the 
Bible, theology, and the church. During these ses-
sions, people acquire a greater awareness of what 
can be achieved with a disability when the right 
supports are provided. The conversation often 
canvasses issues such as a definition of disability, 
personal identity, language, pastoral care, theolo-
gy, and different views on how disability relates to 
biblical concepts such as the Fall, and heaven.
The aim is not simply to have a once-off visit. In-
stead, such visits are just the beginning of a long-
term conversation that will also take in workshops, 
Bible studies, and other opportunities to build the 
capacity of Presbyterian churches to include peo-
ple with disabilities.
Building the capacity of our churches is not just 
about people with disabilities. It’s about demon-
strating the divine reality of the gospel to the wid-
er community by including those who are on the 
fringes. It’s about witnessing to the love and mercy 
of God that we have all received through Christ. It’s 
about extending to others the grace that God has 
extended to us.
Your church can also start a conversation by arrang-
ing a visit from me, as your 
Disability Advocate, to your 
church by contacting Jeri-
cho Road https://jerichoro-
ad.org.au/disability-tour/ or 
scan the QR code.

• Rev Jason Forbes 
is Jericho Road 
Disability Advocate
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Kids Club @ Berry
BY ISAAC JUNG 

Kids ministry can’t be limited. The opportunities 
for sharing the Gospel are endless. That is what 
Isaac Jung and the members of Berry Presbyteri-
an know full well. 

Isaac has been the Senior Minister at Berry 
Presbyterian for nine years, with his wife Janice, 
and four school-aged children. In the small, retiree, 
coastal town of Berry, their church receives many 
tourists and passers-by.

Kids Ministry
Isaac explains that “Kids ministry is an important 
ministry at our church, not only for the kids but for 
the adults who participate in this ministry area… As 
well as an opportunity to reach young families in 
the community”.

It is sometimes difficult to see the tangible results of 
kids ministry in the immediate, foreseeable future. 
But it is a ministry that we, as God’s people, pour 
into to serve the next generation. Isaac reflects, 
“We don’t know when we get to see the results, but 

it is a ministry that we need to do. Whether we are 
young or old, it is a ministry that Jesus commands 
us to do.”

Kids Club
Over 10% of students from the local primary school 
attend the fortnightly, Friday after-school Kids Club 
during school term at Berry Presbyterian. One of 
the wonderful reasons for this is because the adult 
helpers from the Kids Club walk to school to pick 
the kids up and walk them back to church! What an 
awesome service to the community. Isaac shares 
that their Kids Club promotes safe environments, 
fun activities, food (very important!), opportunity for 
friendships to be built over Kindergarten to Year 6 
and beyond as some participants become Junior 
Helpers… All with the priority of showing young 
children in the community the love of God, and the 
Good News of Jesus.

What a joy it is to see how Isaac Jung is helping 
foster fun and games with the Bible at Berry 
Presbyterian. Praise God!
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LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME: 
What does child-focused leadership look like in churches?  
BY TERRY GEORGESON, DIRECTOR OF THE CONDUCT PROTOCOL UNIT, REFLECTS ON THIS 
YEAR’S THEME FOR WORKING WITH CHILDREN WEEK - CHILD-FOCUSED LEADERSHIP.

What does the Bible teach us about child-fo-
cused leadership? In Matthew 20:13, we read 
that little children were brought to Jesus for Him 
to place His hands on them and pray for them. 
When the disciples rebuked those who brought 
them, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”

Jesus, with the many demands placed on Him by 
his disciples, those seeking healing, forgiveness 
and teaching, knowing that His time on earth was 
drawing to a close, made time for the children. 
He made it clear that the kingdom of Heaven be-
longs to such as these - children, knowing their 
dependence on adults to meet their needs, can 
also depend more on their Heavenly father.

So how do we help children to come to Jesus to-
day, in our ministries and churches? A key aspect 
of this is to create a place where it is safe for chil-
dren.

What are important parts of this?

• That our physical spaces are safe for children 
- having no spaces where children feel unsafe 
or can be harmed by others, whether this is 
another child, teen or an adult.

• That the people are safe - they are approach-
able, mindful of children’s safety, respect chil-
dren’s boundaries, and listen to children.

• That people in leadership, in particular, are 
safe – having leaders who uphold the Fun-
damental Conviction* of the Presbyterian 
Church’s Safe Ministry Framework. This is in 
both word and action, remembering that how 
we talk to and about children is important.

* Fundamental Conviction - National Safe Minis-
try Framework, Presbyterian Church of Australia:

We remember at all times that we are represent-
ing the Lord Jesus Christ in all our conduct and 
we will, accordingly, strive to refrain from any ac-
tion that is contrary to Scripture or a law of the 
land consistent with Scripture or which violates 
the requirements of biblical ethics, striving to en-
sure that all our conduct is motivated by love for 

God and a desire to commend him and to pro-
mote His glory.

Children will know safety by our actions as well 
as our words. Parents and carers will also see 
this. When a new family walks through the door 
of the church for the first time or brings a child 
to a ministry activity for the first time, they should 
recognise the signs of intentional safe ministry. 
Ask yourself:

• What will they be seeing and hearing that 
helps them to know that this is a safe space? 
What lets them know that their children will 
be safe and have good, safe leaders around 
them?

• How are leaders behaving toward children in 
a way that models respect and listening? How 
are kind and thoughtful words shown along-
side caring and safe actions?

• When a child is feeling unsafe and talks to 
their leader, or a parent, how are they listened 
to and responded to? 

Reflecting on these questions regularly and 
talking with parents and carers, children and 
young people about their ideas, helps us to keep 
children in the centre of our ministry. We will 
know that we are on the right path when minis-
tries grow, families return after the first visit, and 
we have young leaders grow up in our churches 
who demonstrate child-focused leadership. 

We would like to know that the testimony of chil-
dren will be one of coming to our churches and 
finding care, experiencing the love of Jesus in 
word and in action and maturing in their faith in 
this context.

At the CPU we are very happy to work with 
churches and ministries in this journey -through 
validating Working With Children Checks, provid-
ing training, helping with resources, talking about 
risks and how to manage these, and supporting 
if there are any safety worries to provide support 
for all concerned.

May your churches be child-focused, for the king-
dom of heaven belongs to such as these.

CPU



THE CONDUCT PROTOCOL UNIT:

Supporting churches in all things relating to safe 
ministry and issues of abuse.

The Conduct Protocol Unit (CPU) has been estab-
lished by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in New South Wales to serve the Church in 
responding to matters of abuse. 

The CPU’s vision is that individuals, congrega-
tions, presbyteries, organisations, and commit-
tees with PCNSW will act in a God-honouring 
manner that fulfils the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia’s commitment to safe ministry, having 
had the best possible training, support, advice 
and resources provided to them in relation to 
safe ministry and abuse matters.

THE CPU TEAM:

Director, Terry Georgeson

Responsible for working with 
churches and ministry organisa-
tions by supporting, training, pro-
viding advice on matters of abuse 
and overseeing compliance to 
child protection requirements.

Email: cpu@pcnsw.org.au

Assistant Director,  
Vera Buvcevska

Assists the Director in providing 
support and case management, 
and in the development of child 
safety strategies and risk man-
agement.

Email: cpu@pcnsw.org.au

Training and Communications 
Manager, Elissa Donnellan

Works to update, revise and de-
liver Breaking the Silence training 
and resources and improve com-
munication between churches 
and the CPU. 
Email: cpu-training@pcnsw.org.au

Administration Manager,  
Awo Kwakwa

Responsible for all administrative 
matters including the Working 
with Children Check and SRE au-
thorisation.
Email: cpu-admin@pcnsw.org.au

Auditing and Compliance 
Manager, Linda Wild

Responsible for auditing and sup-
porting churches in their imple-
mentation of Breaking the Silence 
in their local ministry activities. 
Email: cpu-auditing@pcnsw.org.au

Chaplain, Karen McMillan

Provides pastoral care and sup-
port to individuals working with 
the CPU through difficult situa-
tions. 

 

For more information about 
how the Conduct Protocol 
Unit supports PCNSW, and 
for access to further re-
sources, visit the Breaking 
the Silence website: www.
breakingthesilence.org.au 
or scan the QR code.
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“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to
teach others.”  2 TIMOTHY 2:2
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Metro students visit Christ College  
Christ College recently welcomed a group of 
METRO students for a couple of days’ immersive 
experience of college life. 
Read the reflections of three below, and please 
continue to be praying for our METRO students. 

Tom Lam 
Last month, I had an awesome opportunity to visit 
Christ College. This was just a day organised by 
Metro and Christ college to support ministry ap-
prentices in our churches.
Over the two days, we were introduced to the col-
lege, to Ian Smith (the principal) and to all the lec-
turers. We were given Bible college class experi-
ences (OT and NT overview, early church history, 
apologetics), heard from OMF about world mis-
sions, and experienced the college community. 
It was my second time because I went last year, 
but overall it was still a very enjoyable and valu-
able experience. One highlight was getting to 
know other METRO apprentices. It is nice to see 
other people training for ministry but in complete-
ly different contexts - we had people from all 
across NSW. I was deeply encouraged by what 
God was doing in their churches.

Isaac Walters 
Having the opportunity to attend Christ College 
for two days was an experience that I’m glad I 
participated in. 
The days were fairly full, attending more norma-
tive situations such as classes and chapel, along 
with talks and question opportunities tailored to-
wards the METRO cohort. I personally found this 
experience extremely helpful being someone 
who has had almost zero experience with Bible 
Colleges. 
Being able to see how Christ College functions 
and meet staff and students alike prompted 

important questions I have to address, and will be 
incredibly helpful in future decision making. It was 
also encouraging meeting brothers and sisters 
in Christ who are working/studying in different 
contexts.

Christie Ward
I am currently doing a Metro apprenticeship with 
Albury Presbyterian Churches on the NSW/Victo-
rian border. It is a rare opportunity to be part of a 
college community as an apprentice, particularly 
from a regional area. 
I am very grateful to have had a small taste of 
college life and classes through the Metro Christ 
College Experience days. I was particularly struck 
by the care and interest taken by the staff and 
students to invite us into their classes, meal times 
and chapel service. I attended a class on Romans 
in Greek taught by principal, Ian Smith. I watched 
as students grappled with the original language 
to render a rigorous reading which was faithful 
and true. It was fantastic to see the college break 
for morning tea and lunch where students and 
staff would mingle and continue conversations 
started in the classroom. 
We experienced more of the college community 
through the Wednesday chapel service where I 
was greatly encouraged to be there with staff and 
students, gathering around God’s word. 
Carmelina Read spoke to us about MTW (Ministry 
Training for Women) as a flexible opportunity to 
do further study so that women can be equipped 
for all types of ministries. We were also able to 
hear from current and past students about this so 
that we could ask questions and learn more. 
Thank-you to the Christ College and Metro team 
for organising these days for us!



18 / THE PULSE / METRO

Heart for the people of the outback? Jack 
and Gwendoline have a role for you
At 91, Jack Cowell with wife Gwen is seeking 
someone to take over their beloved Sketch and 
Scripture Outback Patrol, built from a dream, on 
a wing and a prayer.
Have you ever driven outback NSW and seen how 
many Presbyterian Churches and other churches, for 
that matter, are out there?

Thought about the distances between towns and how 
far out some schools are, in the middle of nowhere?

Well, we have, and this inspired us to reach out to the 
schools and communities of the north west corner 
and share a scripture program. This outreach began 
17 years ago. It took a bit of organising, phone calls 
and guidance from our minister, but it began, with 19 
schools and now reaches out to almost 50 schools, 
sharing God’s incredible message of joy and love. 

We have found it to be so rewarding and special and 
inspiring. And praise God for the special privilege 
to have been able to do this. We call our patrol the 
“Sketch and Scripture Outback Patrol” 

We began with a CD player, words of songs and 
sketching paper and oil pastels, our stories based on 
the Bible and complying with the SRE Curriculum, we 
brought across a special story about an animal group 
which cared about each other, received special gifts 
and learnt how to use them to help each other and/
or an animal that wanted to be different. Then related 
them to the Bible stories and Jesus’ teaching. 

This helped us show God’s amazing love and His gift 
of Jesus, our forgiveness and chance for a new life 
with Jesus through the cross.             

My husband, Jack, tells the story, I sketch the pictures 
and now we have a puppet ‘Albert’ who is extremely 
popular, plus we sing great songs relating to the mes-
sage. 

Teachers and children have a great time sharing and 
asking questions, plus we have great delight when a 
teacher will take the Bible we may have given and will 
gather the children to hear her favourite Bible story, 
or sit down with a child and read them their Tract or 
Booklet.  

We have been blessed over the years by the wonder-
ful support of the PWA Christian Education Standing 
Committee, which has given us Gospels of John and 
funds for our fuel and also had printed for sale, my 
drawing of outback scenes and birds, towards our fuel. 

The Bible Society helps us also, with funding to buy re-
source material, Bibles and tracts and booklets to give 
to each child and teachers at every school. The chil-
dren get great delight as they look through and find 
Jesus and other characters relating to our program.

These are so important to continue the children in 
their walk with God and we hope that their parents or 
family members will read them to them too. 

We give out also Letterbox lessons to encourage chil-
dren out there to hear and read more about Jesus, 
hoping they will get their parents or guardian to sign 
and post them.

Our patrol is once or twice a year; we travel about 
6000kms over a period of three months to schools 
also over the border in South West Queensland, usu-
ally in second and third terms and maybe for a Christ-
mas message in November. 

We have also been blessed and asked to fly for Aus-
tralian Outback Patrol, we flew usually in August for a 
week to about six to eight schools as far west as Anda-
mooka South Australia and north into Queensland to 
Jericho, Stone Henge and many others. 

We are still sharing but as my husband is 91 years, the 
greatest need is to have someone, or a couple to take 
over our Patrol.

That is our request, as there is still a welcome smile 
and excited children waiting to hear God’s message 
of love and forgiveness and the joy of knowing and 
trusting Jesus, in our NSW and Queensland Outback 
schools.

If you feel this calling to share God’s word, please call 
us and you will find out what an amazing blessing and 
inspiration it is to share in Gods’ work. 

• Gwendoline and Jack Cowell can be contacted on 
02 67345249 or email sketchnscripture@gmail.com
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Ukraine: Partnership in Action

We continue to praise God for the many gifts that 
have been received to ease the suffering caused 
by the war in Ukraine. At the time of writing the 
total is just over $511,000. To hear first-hand from 
some of our partners and how the funds have 
been distributed, please go to

https://vimeo.com/722412223

What’s your next step in mission?

Mission Steps is a website recently developed 
by Sarah Paterson, the OMF NSW leader. OMF is 
an APWM Partner Agency.

The website is designed to help you with 
decision making as you think and pray about 
how God might be leading you to get involved in 
missions.

https://missionsteps.com

Want to be encouraged?

Each fortnight APWM produces ‘APWM 
Partnership News’ which is an email newsletter. 
It looks at what God has been doing through 
APWM’s missionaries, emerging opportunities 
and trends, and attempt to look at God’s 
worldwide work through the broader lens of 
history.

It’s free and if you’d like to subscribe please 
either use this link shrtm.nu/NSAb or email 
office@apwm.org.au and ask to be put on the 
APWM Partnership News list.

God’s Work Among the Nations

Operation World and the Lausanne Movement 
have produced 52 weekly prayer guides 
featuring a specific country or region. The 
guides include practical points for learning and 
praying about God’s work throughout the world.

To sign up for the guides or to see a sample 
please go to

https://lausanne.org/pray

Written prayers for people impacted by the war in the Ukraine, 
pinned to a gate outside a church in Vienna.
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APWM National
Financial Update

This graphic provides a brief snapshot of 
the APWM National Committee’s financial 
position for 2021. The gap between income 
and expenditure is met from our accumulated 
general funds, including gifts from bequests. 
We are very grateful to the individuals, 
congregations and Trust organisations who 
support this ministry.

Projects
In any year all the money received for various 
projects isn’t fully spent because often the 
particular project doesn’t need all the funds 
until the following reporting period. Income for 
projects is from donations. APWM does not have 
Tax-Deductible Gift Recipient status because that 
would limit the scope of our ministry overseas.

Missionaries
APWM manages the ministry finances for Partner 
Church missionaries and Aboriginal ministry in 
Australia. Some limited financial services are 
provided for APWM Associate Missionaries.

Administration
The APWM National Office provides liaison 
with overseas Partner Churches and Partner 
Agencies, pastoral care of missionaries, managing 
compliance with internal policy and external 
governance, promotion of the PCA’s mission work 
and financial administration and reporting.

Administrative support is funded by donations 
from State Assemblies through their State APWM 
Committees, donations from individuals and 
congregations, bequests, and earnings from 
investments. The National office staff has the 
equivalent of 2.2 full time employees.

Who else will tell
them about Jesus?

Western Australia’s Mount Magnet was once a 
thriving outback mining town. Today it has 350 
residents, most of whom are Indigenous. There 
are only two churches — the Presbyterian and 
Roman Catholic.

It’s here that Presbyterian Inland Mission workers 
Alvin and Narelle Chai, serve. They hail from the 
Bundoora Presbyterian Church and had only just 
concluded service in South East Asia when God 
led them to Mount Magnet. They carry out their 
main shopping every 6-8 weeks with a 6-hour 
round trip to Geraldton.

It’s a tough ministry and there have been plenty 
of discouragements. But in His mercy, they 
have seen God at work as believers in the town 
have continued to follow Jesus and others have 
placed their trust in Christ. Since the town has 
such a high percentage of Indigenous residents 
APWM has a partnership with PIM in this ministry. 
To watch a video about this ministry please go to

https://vimeo.com/718221337

CONTACT
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
1 Clarence St Burwood NSW 2134
national@apwm.org.au
Phone: (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au
facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission/

Alvin and Narelle Chai
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he Scots College seeks to inspire boys to 
acquire a knowledge of the truth – of God, 
society and the world – so that they are 
better prepared to serve in their families 
and the wider world, to the glory of God 
and for the welfare of others. 

Through a range of academic and co-curricular 
programs, including Christian Studies classes, 
weekly Chapel services, and a variety of activi-
ties within the Christian Union, boys are present-
ed with opportunities to consider, learn and grow 
in Christian faith. Most recently, eight students in 
the Senior school took up an invitation to pursue 
study in the Certificate of Theology, offered by 
the Australian College of Theology through on-
line modules.
The Certificate of Theology is a tertiary-lev-
el course that enables students to be better 
equipped to read and understand the Bible. 
Certificate of Theology comprises six units: New 
Testament, Old Testament, Christian Belief, De-

veloping Study Skills, Christian Leadership and 
Management, and Introduction to Pastoral Care.
The course included the three core subjects: 
New Testament, Old Testament and Christian Be-
lief, and three elective units: Developing Study 
Skills, Christian Leadership and Pastoral Care. 
The students completed six subjects, over two 
years, and received their certificate! They were, 
Year 12 students, Lachlan Blackwell-Smith, Ja-
cob Caesar, Callum Corbett-Jones, Christopher 
Kosasih, William Lynch, Sterling Nasa, Matthew 
Rimbo and Henry Sun. 
Then … Henry Sun was awarded the F.A. Wal-
ton Prize for the student who heads the list! This 
was a wonderful achievement for a secondary 
school-age student, given the study was national 
and included age groups 16 and above.
“The boys have performed incredibly well. They are 
a credit to themselves, their parents and the College. 

T
Scots’ Young  
Theology Graduates

SCHOOLS

Recent graduates in the Certificate in Theology, The Scots College’s: William Lynch, Lachlan Blackwell-Smith,  
Jacob Caesar and Callum Corbett-Jones.

⊲ CONTINUED ON PAGE 23



22 / THE PULSE / SCHOOLS SPILL / THE PULSE / 23

The right criteria
A: Attitude to sin
One of the obvious give-ways here is that Hana-
niah has a weak view of sin. It is not that the true 
preacher says nothing about peace, but that the 
false prophet only speaks of peace. 
There is no call here for repentance, yet remem-
ber the idolatry, immorality, greed, oppression, 
and falsehood which is going on in Jerusalem 
(e.g. Jeremiah 5). So the false prophet preach-
es peace and comfort and privileges and nothing 
else. Peace, peace when there is no peace. 
Robert Schuller’s first words to people were to tell 
them that they are beautiful. You do not have to 
listen to anything else - you know he is apostate. 
This is not just a part of ancient history or some-
thing American. 
There are many preachers who never preach on sin.  

B: Truth
This is the issue in Deuteronomy 18:20-22. 
Know the Scriptures (Deut.28:4950, 64). Hana-
niah may well have been more popular than 
Jeremiah (Luke 6:26). But as Spurgeon said: 
‘Better to have been a devil than a preacher 
playing fast and loose with God’s word, and 
by such means working the ruin of the souls of 
men.’ Better to be a Jeremiah and suffer at the 
hands of the world than be a Hananiah and suf-
fer at the hands of God. Hananiah’s falsehood 
cost him his life; he died before the year was 
up (28:16-17).  
Hananiah set himself up as a teacher from God, 
and he was nothing of the kind (see James 3:1). 
Use God’s Word to evaluate truth (Acts 17:11). You 
do not leave letters lying around unopened. Do 
not leave the Bible lying around unopened. Would 
you have been able to reject Hananiah and be-
lieved Jeremiah? That is a frightening thought. Be 
knowing and be discerning. 

⊲ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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Of course, true success is not only measured by 
marks, things or status. True success is concerned 
with the kind of person one becomes and the 
positive impact one makes in the world,” said The 
Scots College, Principal, Dr Ian PM Lambert.
The students took a moment to share their 
thoughts on the experience and what they learnt:
“I enjoyed doing the Theology Certificate, as it al-
lowed for small-group discussion about the Bible, 
and a deeper understanding of its philosophical 
meaning – more than any other Christian Stud-
ies class could offer. The course was designed 
for individual and small-group work, readings, 
reflections, short answers, and an extended re-
sponse, which accommodated for a process of 
understanding the Bible and all interpretations of 
it.” Lachlan Blackwell-Smith
“I liked how it was a small taste of how it is to 
complete a university course. I gained a greater, 
more philosophical, understanding of the Bible 
and what it means to lead from that, as well as 
experience in planning and writing essays. The 
course was very different to Christian Studies 
in the way that it allowed students to complete 
assigned tasks at their own pace, and to spend 
time researching and working on the content. I 
would strongly recommend the Certificate to 
those wishing to develop key writing skills and 
[who want to] understand the bible a lot more 
closely.” Callum Corbett-Jones
“I liked learning about the more sophisticated 
side of religion and opening my eyes to different 

perspectives of Christianity. I gained a different 
understanding of the systematic religious be-
liefs and theory behind Christianity, and a wider 
range of religious activities. The course helped 
me get a jump on how to write for a tertiary ed-
ucation, which Christian Studies could not have 
done. Through the course, you are required to 
complete a series of essays, all of which have 
to be up to university standards, and this course 
taught me a lot about the next level of writing 
and citing. I would recommend it to other stu-
dents, if they want to strive to better their educa-
tion in essay writing, and/or if they want to dive 
further into Christianity and learn more about the 
wider religious beliefs.” Jacob Caesar
“I enjoyed learning about the life of Jesus and 
enhancing my theological knowledge. I have fur-
thered my knowledge and understanding about 
the life of Jesus. It was much more independent 
and involved a lot more self-directed learning. 
I would recommend it to other students as one 
can enhance their knowledge on the life of Je-
sus.” William Lynch
“I enjoyed the academic independence asso-
ciated with a tertiary course. I gained a deeper 
understanding of Christian values, qualities and 
pastoral care. Also, the course gave me an in-
sight into tertiary citations and readings. The 
course consisted of various hand-in tasks, with 
the cohort meeting every week to discuss our 
responses. Unlike Christian studies, most of the 
work is done during the study period, or at home. 
I would recommend it to students who would like 
to improve their writing skills, and those who are 
independent learners.” Henry Sun

⊲ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22



Spot the phoney 
JEREMIAH 28

he confrontation between Jeremiah 
and Hananiah was a clash between 
a true prophet and a false prophet, 
but, of course, both men presented 
themselves as true prophets.
It all raises a recurring problem in the 

history of the Christian Church. In the eigh-
teenth century, George Whitefield caused a furore 
by saying that Archbishop Tillotson was as ignorant 
of the way of salvation as was Mahomat (his spell-
ing). 
Both Testaments warn us against false prophets 
and teachers, against those who purport to be 
teaching Christian truth, but who in fact are under-
mining it. We are to test the spirits (1 John 4:1). 
The year is about 594 BC Jerusalem was on the 
precipice. In 597 BC (Jeconiah) had been deported 
to Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-16). 
That was the background to this confrontation be-
tween Jeremiah and Hananiah in Jeremiah 28. 
How could we have decided between the two 
men? Who was from God and who was not? 

The wrong criteria
A: Sincerity
Hananiah may have looked such a sincere man. 
Who knows now? But it is not the point. I doubt 
whether he was sincere, but even if Hananiah was 
perfectly sincere, that would make no difference. 
You can be sincere and wrong (Proverbs 14:12). 
Hananiah said that all was well, and that the Baby-
lonian yoke would be broken within two years (Jer-
emiah 28:1-4). In saying he pitted himself against 
Jeremiah who had already prophesied that Je-
hoiachin would never return to Judah (Jeremiah 
22:26-27). 
He had also prophesied that the exile would last 
seventy years, not two (Jeremiah 25:11). Hanani-
ah may wished so much that the Babylonian op-
pression would be broken that he had come to 
believe it.  
That is the danger of positive thinking, believing 
what you hope is true. Jeremiah himself wishes 
that things were different (28:6). R. K. Harrison 
thinks that Jeremiah was being sarcastic there, 
but Jeremiah sincerely wishes that Hananiah’s 
words were true (17:16). 

Hananiah preaches ‘Peace, peace’, Jer-
emiah preaches ‘Judgment, judgment’; 
Hananiah says ‘Think positive’, Jeremiah 
says ‘Repent’. 
Whether Hananiah was sincere or not is 
irrelevant.

B: Speaking in God’s name
Notice that both men speak in the name of the 
Lord. Hananiah’s name means ‘Yahweh has been 
gracious’ (JA Thompson). 
Three times Hananiah speaks the language of the 
prophet ‘Thus says Yahweh’ (28:2, 4, 11). Jeremiah 
spoke too in the name of Yahweh (28:7, 12-16). J. 
A. Thompson even says: ‘At the time of the con-
frontation it was impossible to discern who was 
true and who was false, for both men spoke in the 
name of Yahweh.’ That is not very helpful, but it is 
true that it makes it more difficult. 
When Elijah confronted the false prophets, he 
confronted men who spoke in the name of Baal, 
but Jeremiah here confronts a man who speaks 
the same language that he does. Many claim to 
have a word from the Lord. That does not neces-
sarily mean anything. Benny Hinn can be intimi-
dating. He claims to have the anointing and you 
dare not question him. But you have the obliga-
tion to question him.  
C. Vigour of presentation
Hananiah is vigorous enough. He uses a sermon 
illustration, taking the yoke bars from Jeremiah 
(28:10-11). Jeremiah had taken to wearing a yoke 
around his neck to illustrate his point (27:2, 8-9). 
Hananiah had been to the same preaching class 
which recommended dramatic gestures. It must 
have been somewhat overawing because at 
the end of verse 11 Jeremiah left the scene for a 
time. We do not know why he went, and we do 
not know where he went. In any case, Hananiah’s 
action was a false sign, a false sacrament - the 
action, like the word it represented, was untrue.
D. Dreams and miracles
We do not know how Hananiah claimed to have 
received his message, but let us just be clear that 
dreams are not conclusive (Jeremiah 23:25, 32). 
Nor even are miracles (Matthew 24:24). 

⊲ CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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