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How sinful are you? I believe I am 
a pretty bad sinner. Not that I sin all 
the time, but when I do, usually by 
thinking “bad things” about people 
who hurt or slight me, I immediate-
ly am filled with recriminations and 
a sense of bad-ness. How, I won-
der, could God ever forgive me 
for even thinking such things as “I 
wish that guy who just cut me off 
in the car by overtaking on double 
yellow lines and above the speed 
limit would just crash and learn a 
lesson”.  
Or, (another common sin  for me): 
feeling resentful. “Here I am suffer-
ing my second injury and facing a 
second surgery 11 weeks after the 
first (on my wrist this time) after 
being tripped up by our sausage 
dog while rehabbing my newly re-
constructed ankle, yet ‘bad’ people 
get away with poor behaviour and 
never suffer; I wish they would”.
How selfish. How mean! The 
thoughts come and I am immedi-
ately sorry. Please forgive me, God. 
But the doubt lingers. Will He? Can 
He? Why should He? Surely I am 
not worthy. Not only do bad things 
keep happening to me, but I keep 
having sinful thoughts.
We all know the answer. God will 
forgive me because God loves 
me. Because God is love. Because 
God’s love is overreaching, all en-
compassing, unconditional, un-
selfish, given freely and at 100 per 
cent. Just as he promised.  
Christmas always is a time of great 
reflection for me, but I am finding 
I have more time than usual to re-
flect as I am injured and somewhat 
handicapped in my daily activities... 
Perhaps part of God’s plan so that I 
do a bit more of it? Hmmmm.
As we celebrate the birth of God’s 
son Jesus on December 25, Chris-
tians remember the greatest exam-
ple of God’s love: that he sent his 
son to be sacrificed so that we may 
live forever.
John 3:16-17 says, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but to save the 
world through him.” 
I will be two weeks post (second) 
op on Christmas Day, still with 
stitches and a plaster on my arm; 
unable to join in with the swimming 
and other usual activities that oc-
cur when the family gets together 
to celebrate. I am working on not 
being resentful, jealous, bitter, sin-
ful, but I suspect already am.  
Jesus suffered more on the cross 
(for me, and for you) than I have and 
will for joint reconstructive surgery. I 
need to remember this. He was just 
less than half my age when he was 
crucified. He never got to roam the 
mountains like I do, skiing, biking, 
hiking. If he had torn his ankle and 
then his wrist and thumb ligaments 
apart, he would not have had the 
doctors like I do, to repair them. He 
would have been lame and unable 
to use his hand. I am blessed. But 
not just because I have modern 
medical care.  Mostly, I am blessed 
because while Jesus was born to 
ultimately suffer, I was born to live,  
forever. And, because Jesus was 
born, my sins are forgiven. 
So as I put the December-February 
Pulse to bed (as we say in the print 
industry), painfully and a bit resent-
fully struggling to type with a cast 
on my arm, I am working hard on 
focussing on the true meaning of 
Christmas. It isn’t the physical cele-
bration like gifts and food and hol-
idays; (and swimming and running 
and hiking and biking for me)  but 
in fact, the celebration of God’s in-
credible act of love in giving us His 
son.  A love which means our sins 
and being resentful are forgiven. A 
love that gives us eternal life. What 
a great gift.
This edition has some beautiful ar-
ticles on the true meaning of Christ-
mas from our moderators and oth-
ers. I encourage you to read them, 
be encouraged by them and share 
them over this Christmas holiday 
season.

Editorial
BY KAREN FORMAN
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The birth of a child is a time for great cel-
ebration in the family.  However, the time 
leading up to the birth can be a time of anx-
iety, and hope that all will be well in the de-
livery.
That is the situation in my family this week as 
we wait on the birth of our grandchild to Rob and 
Elena Falls; a brother or sister to Zachariah, Jason 
and Asher.
Many across our church are following and support-
ing Rob and Elena and the family through prayer 
and financially in their work at Talua Theological 
Training Institute in Vanuatu. (Their story is featured 
inside this edition of The Pulse).
Jan and I look forward to welcoming our new grand-
child in the coming week or so.
I expect that Mary and Joseph and their families 
would have also been anxious during the week 
that they travelled from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
for the census (Luke 2:1-5).  I’m confident that they 
felt all the emotions that impending mothers and 
fathers have in the week leading up to the birth 
of their child, particularly the first child, when all is 
new and has never before been experienced.
The birth of their first son, Jesus, would have been 
as joyful and as hopeful as the birth of any child into 
a family.  

But, with the advent of Christmas, we are 
eternally thankful to and praise God that 
through the birth of His Son, Jesus of Naz-
areth, born of the Virgin Mary, the Messiah 
(Luke 2:11-14), God gave those who place 

their faith in Jesus, “the way and the truth and 
the life”.  His birth heralded great joy and eter-

nal hope in the family of all believers.
Jesus’ journey from His birth in Bethlehem to His death 
on the Cross of Calvary is a journey of salvation and 
living hope for which we praise God as expressed so 
beautifully in 1 Peter 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead”.
To share this hope is the prayer of all our staff in 
Church Offices as we extend our prayers to every 
person attending a local church this Christmas; to 
every resident living in one of our aged care homes 
or retirement villages; to every child who attends 
Allowah Children’s Hospital; to every young person 
who attends a Christian camp over this Christmas 
period; and to every person attending a local bible 
study or growth group.
I know I speak for all in our Church in praising God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ as we celebrate 
the birth of His only Son this Christmas.  
Grace and peace.
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ON THE BIRTH OF A CHILD… 
BY JEOF FALLS

PCNSW/ACT Christmas holiday contacts
The Presbyterian Pulse team would like to take this 
opportunity to wish our readers a blessed, safe and 
healthy Christmas. 
Our next edition of the magazine will be in March, 2023.  
Copy deadline for copy to be sent to our editor, Karen 
Forman,  is January 23 at 5pm. We welcome readers’ 
feedback on The Pulse, so please send your sugges-
tions and comments to Jeof Falls jfalls@pcnsw.org.au
Church Offices will be closed from midday on Friday,  
December 23 2022 to reopen on Monday, January 16, 
2023.  Emergency contacts during this period will be:

General Office:
Peter Merrick 0498 000 085
Media:
Jeof Falls 0417 922 064
Jericho Road:
Liz McClean 0427 421 467
Presbyterian Aged Care:
Olivia Wood 0418 291 773
Ministry and Mission:
Matthew Oates 0425 325 436
The Pulse magazine
Karen Forman 0425 675 555 PH
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GREEN LIGHT FOR NEW 
LEPPINGTON CHURCH AT LAST
BY JOHN ISHAK

DEVELOPMENT

“For I know the plans I have for you, de-
clares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  
After more than 100 years of faithful ministry, the 
Helensburgh Presbyterian Church was closed by 
the Presbytery of South Sydney on April 14 2009. 

“The congregation, at its final meeting, held on 
December 28 2008, expressed the desire that 
the assets of the congregation be directed as a 
single entity for church planting in the Presby-
tery of South Sydney with appropriate recogni-
tion being given to the Helensburgh Presbyterian 
Church congregation as an encouragement to 
others.” 

This decision to sell the church property at Hel-
ensburgh was predicated on the realised funds 
being used for church planting in the South West 
Growth Corridor.

The funds from the sale of the Helensburgh site, 
along with additional funds from the Trustees and 
Ministry & Mission, bought a 5.5-acre rural parcel 
of land at 53 Park Rd Leppington on July 19 2010 
for $1.1M.

After over a decade of patiently waiting, the State 
Government rezoned Stages 2 and 5 of the Lep-
pington South-West Growth Corridor in July 2021.

The Leppington site was finally able to fulfill the 
hopes and prayers of the Helensburgh congre-
gation and many others who have been earnestly 
praying for a new church plant in the Presbytery 
of Sydney South.
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Information for Congregations: NSW Single Use Plastics Ban
The Plastics and Circular Economy Act 2021 has been  
passed in NSW Parliament and that means that the phas-
ing out of single-use plastics has come into effect in NSW. 
These new laws now apply to churches and there are some 
particular things which churches need to know and do: 
Regarding Plastic Bags:
From June 1 2022, the NSW Plastics ban states that the 
supply of lightweight plastic bags have been banned.
However, congregations may continue to use plastic 
bag bin liners and heavier plastic bags to package 
food to give out to people.
Regarding Cutlery
From November 1 2022, the NSW Plastics ban states 
that congregations may not hand out plastic cutlery, 
plastic plates or plastic straws or stirrers. 
Congregations may continue to use plastic serving 
utensils or serving ware (e.g. tongs, platters)
Polystyrene Cups and Tableware
The NSW Plastics ban states that polystyrene cups 

and packaging are also now banned.  While plastic 
drinking cups are still allowed, please consider reus-
able or cardboard alternatives.
Importantly, plastic communion cups may still be used.
This page provides guidelines and outlines some im-
portant information about these new rules in NSW:
https://dpe.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/plastics-ban-nsw
Similar rules are also in effect in the ACT.  Please 
see this website for more details: https://www.
cityservices.act.gov.au/recycling-and-waste/sin-
gle-use-plastics
If you have a supply of items which are no longer al-
lowed, please dispose of them and do not continue to 
supply them to your members and visitors.
Please feel free to contact Presbyterian Church Offic-
es for any further information or to discuss how these 
new regulations may relate to your particular circum-
stances.
Phone: 96909333 
E: general@pcnsw.org.au

Following meetings with Presbytery, Ministry & 
Mission and Trustees, approval was granted in 
August 2022 for the project and the means by 
which the Parish Development Fund will co-ordi-
nate the development of the Leppington site for 
the purposes of financing and establishing a new 
church on the site and from the remaining pro-
ceeds creating a new Greenfields Church Plant-
ing Fund.

It is an immense privilege to be co-ordinating this 
exciting project. Planning work has now com-
menced for the subdivision of 25 residential lots 
(with an average lot area of 480sqm) and 1 Re-
sidual Lot (of 6,010sqm) for a future Church and 
associated amenities.

To date, we have engaged several consultants to 
prepare reports for the Development Application 
(DA).

It is hoped that a DA will be ready for submission 
early in 2023, with an expected application as-
sessment period of between 6-9 months. Then 
the civil works can begin in 2024.

Discussions have commenced for the follow up 
DA for the Church lot, which will hopefully see de-
sign briefs and guidelines prepared for another 
DA submission sometime in 2023.

With a number of developers finally able to ac-
tivate their Leppington sites for DA’s, there has 
been welcome collaboration between neigh-

bours in sharing their experiences with Council 
and expertise with various consultants.

Tapping into the ‘lessons learnt’ from neighbour-
ing DA’s has improved the possibility of success 
for our site.

The difficult decision made back in 2008 at Hel-
ensburgh has given way to a future and hope of 
a church plant in Leppington, and subsequent 
church plants that may follow, due to the faithful-
ness of many who have been praying for His will 
to be done. 

It is a timely reminder of Jeremiah 29:11 “For I 
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.”  

https://dpe.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/plastics-ban-nsw
 https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/recycling-and-waste/single-use-plastics
 https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/recycling-and-waste/single-use-plastics
 https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/recycling-and-waste/single-use-plastics
mailto:general%40pcnsw.org.au?subject=Single%20use%20plastic%20ban


nce upon a time there was a girl called 
Susan who just couldn’t wait for Christ-
mas. She ached for Christmas to come. 
She counted the sleeps. Every day she 
looked on the calendar and crossed an-
other day off.  It seemed Christmas was 
never going to come.

Susan was so looking forward to Christmas. Es-
pecially of course, to presents.  She just loved 
presents.

Christmas trees and lights, they were so nice. 
Christmas food and parties, they were so much 
fun. Friends and family coming, they were okay. 
Except Aunt Agatha who gave her sloppy kiss-
es! 

But more than anything, Susan loved presents 
at Christmas time. Parcels under the Christmas 
tree. Big ones and little ones. Heavy ones and 
squishy and rattly ones.  Susan loved presents. 

A boat

Well, she thought, what I’d love more than any-
thing this Christmas is a radio controlled boat . 
That would make me really happy. That would 
be awesome.  It would be so much fun. Down 
on the dam. Zipping around. Chasing the ducks. 
That would be so great. 

So when she went down town to the shops and 
sat on Santa’s knee, that’s what she asked for. 
A radio-controlled boat. That would be so much 
fun. 

And you can imagine how excited she was 
when she saw, under the Christmas tree, a par-
cel about this big. And on Christmas morning, 
it was what she wanted so much. A radio-con-
trolled boat.

And it was so much fun! She went down to the 
dam, and it zipped all over. And the ducks went 
crazy. And during the holidays her family went 
down to the river. And she put her boat into the 
river. 

And it was racing all over the place. It was so 
much fun!  But then … far from the bank the boat 
started to go slower, and she realised that it was 
running out of charge. She turned the boat back 
to shore, but the current was too strong. And 
her boat was swept away downstream, it was 
gone. 

Susan cried. And her family searched and 
searched. But it was no use. The boat was gone. 
And Susan thought, ‘well, that wasn’t so much of 
a Christmas present after all!’

A cubby house

Well, a whole year went by. And Christ-
mas came around again. And again Su-
san began to look forward to Christmas. 
She counted the sleeps. She crossed off 
the days. Susan just ached for Christmas.

And this time, she thought, well, this year 
I want something I can’t lose like my boat. 
I want something fixed to the ground. I’d 
love a cubby house. I’d plant geraniums 
out the front. And make curtains. And my 
teddy bear would be there. And we’d 
have picnics and high tea in the cubby 
house. And it would be so much fun. It 
would be awesome. And, anyway, you 
can’t lose a cubby house. 

So she drew pictures of a cubby house 
and left them lying on the kitchen ta-
ble. She made a cubby house out of a 
big cardboard box in her bedroom. She 
cut out pictures of cubby houses in cata-
logues and put them on the fridge. 

And … on Christmas eve, Susan heard 
mum and dad, outside. Dad was bang-
ing away with his hammer. She peeked, 
and yes, there was something big in the 
backyard. She hardly slept all night. 

A house

And on Christmas morning she got up re-
ally early. And woke dad and mum up. And 
they put a blindfold on her. And she was 
led outside. And sure enough, there was a 
cubby house of her very own. 

Well, Susan was so excited. And she 
played in the cubby house. And made 
curtains for the windows. She planted 
geraniums outside. And put pictures on 
the wall. And invited grandma to come 
in and have high tea and cupcakes. And 
it was so much fun. 

But … little girls grow up. And, well, cubby 
houses were for little girls. Susan was a big 
girl now. And she stopped playing in her 
cubby house. And spiders came and lived 
in it. And the roof began to leak. It began to 
smell musty. 

And, well, she had other things to do and 
enjoy. Grown up things. Her friends and her 
phone. She was a big girl now! And Susan 
didn’t play in the cubby house any more. 
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A boat... a cubby house... 

a plane... and a ...
BY REV ANDREW CAMPBELL
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Origami Instructions
Start
A4 sheet of paper; scissors.

Step One: A boat 
Hold the paper horizontally, 
landscape orientation.
Fold the bottom left hand corner 
to the top edge to make ‘a ‘boat.’ 

Step Two: A cubby house
Reorient the page vertically, 
portrait orientation.
Fold the top point to the left hand 
edge to make ‘a cubby house.’ 

Step Three: A plane
Begin with the page vertical, 
portrait orientation.
Fold the right edge to meet the 
left edge.
Fold the centre of each side to 
make a paper ‘plane’.

Step four: A cross
Begin with the ‘plane’ vertical, 
portrait orientation.
With scissors, cut each ‘wing’ 
half way between the edge and 
the centerfold.
Unfold, and reveal a cross.

1

2

3

4

A plane

And another Christmas came 
around. And Susan thought, 
what I’d love for Christmas this 
year is an overseas holiday. Get 
on a plane with my friends. Have 
a special holiday. That’s what I 
want.

So she cut pictures of Bali out 
and put them on her wall. She 
watched TV shows on London. 
She Googled the sights of Paris. 
And New York. And Susan let Dad 
and Mum know that that’s what 
she really wanted. 

And she just ached for Christmas 
to come. She counted the days. 
And crossed them off her calen-
dar. She couldn’t wait for Christ-
mas. 

And then when Christmas Eve 
came, she noticed an envelope 
on the Christmas Tree. Just one 
slim envelope. And she won-
dered. 

It had just one word on it. Susan. 

And when the presents were giv-
en out, she opened the envelope. 
And there was a ticket! A plane 
ticket! Two plane tickets. She and 
a friend were going to Fiji for a 
holiday. She was so excited. This 
was the best Christmas ever!

And the time came. Susan and 
her best friend flew away to Fiji. 
It was wonderful looking down 
out of the huge plane. It was so 
exciting. 

But … the airline lost their lug-
gage. And they had to wear the 
same clothes for three days! They 
stunk! And the resort wasn’t any-
thing like the brochures said. 
The staff were rude. And the bed 
was lumpy. And there were cock-
roaches! And then she got a tum-
my bug from the food.

It turned out to be the holiday 
from hell! And so was she glad to 
get home! 

Stuff …

Well, it was about then that Su-
san began to think. I do enjoy 
presents at Christmas time. And I 
enjoyed my boat, and my cubby 
house and my plane. For a while. 
I enjoy getting toys and gadgets 
and stuff. 

But the more I get the more I 
want. And does it really make 

me happy? Is this what life is all 
about? Getting more stuff? Is this 
what Christmas is all about? More 
clothes. More gadgets. Things. 

Stuff. Is that what Christmas is all 
about? 

The cross …

Well, it was about that time that 
Susan began to read The Big 
Old Book for the first time. And 
she read in her Bible that there 
was something, someone more 
important than her and enjoying 
her life. That life wasn’t a selfie 
all about me. And more and more 
things and stuff.  She realised that 
those things come and go. They 
never really satisfy. There’s more 
to life than things.

Susan came to realise that life is 
more than getting stuff. And as 
she read her Bible, she came to 
realise that Christmas was not 
about presents and parties, tinsel 
and turkey. Christmas was about: 
The cross

* And Susan read this verse in the 
Bible: John 3:16 ‘For God loved 
the world so much that He gave 
His one and only Son that whoev-
er believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.’

‘God loved the world so much ...’  
‘Hey,’ she thought, ‘I’m in the world. 
So God loves me even though I 
ignore Him. Wow!’  ‘God loved the 
world so much that He gave His 
one and only Son.’ ‘Wow! That’s 
some Christmas present. Jesus!’ 

‘... that whoever believes in Him ...’ 
‘Wow! I’m a whoever! 

That’s me! And just simply be-
lieving in Jesus.’ ‘... shall not per-
ish but have eternal life.’   ‘Wow! 
Forgiven, right with God, ready 
for heaven! What a present at 
Christmas!’ 

Conclusion

Yes, that’s what Christmas is all 
about. It’s about Jesus. He’s the 
reason for the season!  Do what Su-
san did. Get a Bible. And read one 
of the gospels, the stories about 
Jesus. If you don’t have a Bible, get 
a Bible from someone who loves 
Jesus. Because when you meet 
and receive Jesus you’ll receive 
the best ever Christmas present, 
the forever present, Jesus. 
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The 
incarnation 

and the world
BY REV DOC PETER BARNES

odern Australia treasures Christmas 
like it treasures all its holidays. There 
are lights and decorations, presents 
and food, a fat man in a red suit, 
giving and receiving, reunions and 
memories, and holidays.

In the age of the Common Era, it is not 
so certain as to what these things mean, if any-
thing. It is a bit like Halloween – there seems to 
be something other-worldly about it, but that is 
where it begins and ends.
Standing resolutely in mid-air, we are sure that 
something is being celebrated for some reason.
The Bible, of course, says nothing about Christ-
mas as such, but it says some vital things about 
the incarnation. 
The apostle John writes: ‘And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth’ (John 1:14).
John is telling us of Jesus Christ. For now, note 
four things:
First, Christ as the Word of God is divine. He is 
described as the one who was ‘with God and was 
God’ (John 1:1).
This puts him above even Anti-Discrimination 
Commissioners and reporters on ‘Sunrise’.
Their words will pass away, thankfully, but Christ 
is the eternal Word of the eternal God.
Secondly, this Word became man. At the well at 
Sychar, he was tired and thirsty (John 4:6-7).
At Lazarus’ tomb he wept (John 11:35) and on the 
cross he suffered greatly (John 19:28). He was 
flesh in every way except sin.
In fact, the incarnation is permanent, so he is still 
described as the one in whom the fullness of God 
dwells (present tense) in bodily form (Colossians 
2:9).
Thirdly, John and the other apostles were eye-
witnesses of his life, death and resurrection. ‘We 
have seen his glory,’ says John. 

Later he would write more graphically of 
seeing and hearing and touching (1 John 
1:1-3). 
This is not a campfire story which has got 
out of hand – Chinese whispers run riot. 
This is the solemn and truthful testimony of 
an apostle who risked his life to say what 

he said (John 19:35).
Fourthly, Christ fulfils all the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. Grace and truth and the glory of God ‘dwelt’ 
in him.
John actually says ‘tabernacled’, but that sounds 
strange in English. The tabernacle was where the 
glory of God was revealed (Exodus 40:34-35), 
and where the sacrifices for sin took place (e.g. 
Leviticus 1:4). The tabernacle was a tent, and so 
was portable.
In Solomon’s day it became the temple in Jerusa-
lem. But Jesus spoke of himself as ‘one greater 
than the temple’ (Matthew 12:6).
The glory of Heaven is revealed in Christ, and in 
him God and sinners are reconciled.
The modern West has domesticated all this, in the 
name of a most restrictive form of diversity.
In the public arena we are allowed festivals and 
celebrations, but not reality.
John 1:14 comes as a thunder bolt from another 
world. 
If it is understood, even vaguely, it is regarded 
as fanciful, quaint, dangerous, or perhaps bor-
ing. Dorothy Sayers possessed a formidable 
intellect, and she declared: ‘If this is dull, then 
what, in Heaven’s name, is worthy to be called 
exciting?’ 
Such is the majesty of Christ that even the stones 
must praise him. A modern Christmas may do 
much to hide him, but the date itself will praise 
him. 
God has entered human history over 2000 years 
ago, and His plan of salvation will unfold until all 
his elect are gathered to himself. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  FROM THE STATE MODERATOR

What does Christmas prove?
BY DAVID MAHER

he was a young woman at the time, study-
ing at an Islamic College in her homeland 
of Iran. Let’s call her Fides.

Her teacher had been mocking the story 
of Jesus’ birth. ‘It’s one thing to believe 
that Jesus is a prophet, peace be upon 
him. But Christians are crazy for saying 
that God took on human flesh, and still crazier for 
thinking he suffered and died on a cross. It’s blas-
phemy,’ he said. ‘How can God become human? 
How can God suffer and die?’ 

But instead of being convinced by her teacher’s ar-
gument, Fides was struck by a scandalous idea. This 
question came into her mind: ‘Why can’t he take on 
human flesh? Why not? If God is all-powerful, why can’t 
he do this thing also?’

Fides needed to know. She put up her hand and dared 
to ask the unaskable: ‘If Allah created the universe and 
Allah is all-powerful, why can’t he do this thing also? Why 
can’t he take on human flesh and come into his world?’

The teacher was scandalised. But he had no answer to 
give, except to silence her. 

So this thought began to grow stronger: ‘What if the 
Christian God has indeed done this thing? What if the 
Christian God is greater than Allah?’ 

Fides was now on a journey that would lead her to faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. And isn’t it amazing that her 
journey should begin through a moment of mockery and 
scorn of the doctrine of the incarnation—that is, the true 
story of Christmas and the good news of Jesus’ birth!

For Fides, it was the story of Christmas that opened 
her heart to the possibility of a personal relationship 
with her Creator. But it was no easy thing to become a 
Christian in Iran.

One man in the house church Fides used to attend 
travelled 800 kilometres by bus just to come to their 
Sunday service. How many of us would be prepared 
to travel from Sydney to Brisbane and back again—by 
bus—just to attend church? Yet it was through this kind 
of commitment that Florence’s church grew and, of 
course, began to attract government attention. 

Then the persecution began. Pastors at her church be-
gan to die, one after the other, in mysterious circum-

stances. After her 
fourth pastor in just 
two years was found 
hanging from a tree 
and officially judged 
to have committed 
suicide, Fides her-

self was arrested. 

In fear of her life, and after 
many long hours of interro-
gation, she decided she had to escape. She fled the 
country with her three children and eventually ended 
up here in Australia.

We are very blessed to have the freedom of religion 
we currently do in Australia. It is a precious gift that 
needs to be guarded by prayer and petition, for the 
good of our whole society.

This Christmas, let’s remember how the light of the 
Gospel has shone in our nation for over 230 years.

The very first service of Christian worship was con-
ducted by Rev Richard Johnson near Circular Quay at 
10am on Sunday, 3 February, 1788. 

The meeting place was ‘a great tree’ where Johnson 
preached from Psalm 116:12-13: ‘What shall I render to 
the Lord for all his benefits toward me? I will take the 
cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord.’

Christmas Day is the decisive moment when God en-
tered into his world to fulfil his promises, and to save 
his people. It proves that God knows what he’s doing, 
that he’s in control and he is committed to saving his 
people from an otherwise hopeless situation. 

Three things to remember about Christmas this year:

1. Christmas proves God knows what He’s doing.
2. Christmas proves how serious our problem 

with sin is.
3. Christmas proves how much God cares for you.

This momentous Good News is still reaching people 
around the world—from every nation, tribe, people and 
language. And it will continue to do so until Christ returns.

S
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Your church and the Child 
Safe Standards
The Child Safe Standards is a set of expecta-
tions for organisations (including churches) 
that are legislated in NSW under the Chil-
dren’s Guardian Amendment (Child Safe 
Scheme) Bill 2021.
This amendment established the ‘Child Safe Scheme’ 
as a framework in which the Office of the Children’s 
Guardian requires all relevant entities, such as the Pres-
byterian Church of NSW (PCNSW), to implement the 
Standards. 

The 10  standards relate to an organisation’s culture, 
processes and environment, outlining the key princi-
ples that help cultivate child safety at all levels.

The Presbyterian Church is committed to making its 
churches safer for children and vulnerable people, and 
the Conduct Protocol Unit (CPU) has ensured that the 
various Child Safe Standards are embedded within the 
Breaking the Silence policy and procedures.

This provides the Church with the framework it needs to 
meet the requirements of the Child Safe Scheme. 

What remains is for each congregation to play its part in 
making sure that its practices align with the standards 
at a local level through the comprehensive implementa-
tion of Breaking the Silence.

 

In 2023, the Office of the Children’s Guardian will be-
gin auditing relevant entities for compliance with the 
Child Safe Scheme. The CPU will be actively working 
with churches through its own audits, training, advice 
and requests to help congregations meet the expected 
standard. Our aim is to support congregations in this 
process.

What does this look like at my church?
1: Child safety is embedded in organisational leader-
ship, governance and culture. We need to ensure that 
commitment to the principles and practices of Break-
ing the Silence is being demonstrated by all levels of 
church leadership, and that this helps solidify a culture 
that prioritises the safety of the vulnerable.

2: Children participate in decisions affecting them 
and are taken seriously. We need to make sure that 
children are seen as valued members of our church 
communities, and that they are made to feel respected 

and included. We need to always be interacting with 
children in a way that reinforces that they will always be 
heard and believed, and that help is available.

3: Families and communities are informed and in-
volved. We need to be making parents, carers and fam-
ilies aware that they are able to provide suggestions 
and feedback in relation to the things that impact their 
children. We need to be creating opportunities for them 
to be included in their children’s activities and to be 
consulted about their children’s needs.

4: Equity is upheld, and diverse needs are taken into 
account. We need to be treating all people with respect 
and consideration. We need to be aware of the different 
needs represented within our communities and seeking 
to remove any barriers that may prevent people from 
being heard and supported. We need to be welcoming, 
accessible and sensitive.

5: People working with children are suitable and 
supported. We need to be making sure that people in 
leadership roles are carefully considered before being 
appointed by Session. We need to be following the 
Breaking the Silence selection, screening and training 
requirements, and making sure that support is given to 
people serving these roles.

6: Processes for complaints of child abuse are child 
focused. We need to take all allegations of abuse seri-
ously and follow the correct process for reporting notifi-
able circumstances to the CPU. We need to make sure 
that we’ve thought about how we would sensitively re-
spond to a disclosure so that people are given access 
to the help they need. We need to be advocates for 
those who can’t speak up for themselves.

7: Staff are equipped with the knowledge, skills and 
awareness to keep children safe through continual 
education and training. We need to be committed to 
complying to the training requirements for all leaders 
and helpers and to use every opportunity to review and 
improve our ministry practices. We need to provide our 
ministry teams with relevant resources, such as those 
on the Breaking the Silence website.

8: Physical and online environments minimise the op-
portunity for abuse to occur. We need to ensure that 
all arrangements for ministry activities (in person or on-
line) uphold the principles of accountability and trans-
parency. We need to proactively keep records, adopt 
approaches and enforce boundaries that minimise the 
opportunity for abuse to take place. 

9: Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is reg-
ularly reviewed and improved. We need to make safe 
ministry a consideration every time we plan a new min-

From 2023, Presbyterian churches in NSW can be 
audited by the Office of the Children’s Guardian 

to provide evidence of how they are implementing 
each of the standards.
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When we think about the children and young 
people we care for at Allowah Presbyterian 
Children’s Hospital, we are like any parent or 
carer… we have a wish list!

As we come to Christmas, a time of giving, why not 
consider contributing to the Allowah Wish List?

The Allowah Wish List comprises a range of 
things including vital equipment, everyday 
essentials, outings and activities for the children 
and much more.

The following are things that we would love to 
be able to provide to the children. If you would 
like to contribute towards our wish list it would 
be greatly appreciated!

Stuck for a gift for a loved one? 

Give a gift that will have a lasting impact on the 
lives of the children at Allowah. Every Wish List 
contribution will receive a Gift Card to download 
and print. 

You can make 
a meaningful 
contribution to the 
lives of the kids at 
Allowah.

Visit www.allowah.
org.au/wishlist to find 
out more.

Give a gift with meaning this Christmas 

CONDUCT PROTOCOL UNIT
istry activity or event. We need to make the principles 
of Breaking the Silence part of church culture so that 
we are constantly reviewing our practices and taking 
on the advice of the CPU. We need to be keeping re-
cords that evidence our implementation of Breaking the 
Silence.

10: Policies and procedures document how the or-
ganisation is child safe. We need to be communicating 
our commitment to the Breaking the Silence Policy and 
Procedures. We need to make sure that our leaders are 
familiar with these documents and that this is evident in 
their practice. 

The Breaking the Silence website has more information on what the Child Safe Standards look like in practice.

breakingthesilence.org.au/the-churchs-response/child-safe-standards/

Please contact the CPU team if you have questions or would like more information:

Terry Georgeson, Director - 0421 900 451 – tgeorgeson@pcnsw.org.au

Vera Buvcevska, Assistant Director - 0421 225 740 – vbuvcevska@pcnsw.org.au 

http://www.allowah.org.au/wishlist
http://www.allowah.org.au/wishlist
http://www.allowah.org.au/wishlist


Chaplaincy brings Christ’s light to the hidden 
places in our society, like jails, hospitals and the 
police community.
It is a unique ministry to those who are bearing 
the unbearable, people who are struck by sud-
den illness or trauma, isolated in places like jails 
or mental health units, facing crisis without the 
support of their family and friends. 
As you can imagine, you need to be pretty tough 
to hold out the light in such dark places. That is 
what our team of chaplains does, but we are not 
invincible. 
What keeps us going? Our convictions, that we 
have been called by our loving God to take the 
light of the gospel to places of hopelessness and 
to be that light that we are in Jesus. In addition to 
this, we have been so blessed with encourage-
ment from churches and individuals who have 
prayed and financially supported us. 
Christine, our chaplain at Prince of Wales Hos-
pital, after visiting a church where she shared 

about her ministry - “Hearing people’s reactions 
and responses to the stories I shared about the 
work I do in the hospital has spurred me on to 
keep serving in the hospital. It’s like someone 
passing us a cup of water on the sidelines of 
the marathon – energizing us and spurring the 
Jericho Road chaplains on to ‘keep up the good 
work’.” 
Our chaplain Tim, from Kirkconnell Correctional 
Centre - “So good to know that many people are 
praying and opportunities flow to share Jesus 
inside the jail with inmates and staff, as well as 
those released touched by Jesus going well.” 
Your prayers matter, and your generous giving 
makes a difference. 
So, we thank you. Thank you for partnering with 
us in making God visible in invisible places, in Je-
sus’ name. 
If you would like to know more about how to part-
ner with us in this ministry, head to the website 
- jerichoroad.org.au/chaplaincy
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Chaplains: Shining the light 
into invisible spaces

BY JOSEPH PARK, LEAD CHAPLAIN, JERICHO ROAD

Jericho Road Team 2022

http://jerichoroad.org.au/chaplaincy


Young enthusiastic men and women are ventur-
ing out into isolated areas to preach the Gospel 
and are bringing with them an adventurous and 
courageous determination, but they face many 
challenges – one is the age and condition of the 
buildings they work and live in.
MMM (Mobile Mission Maintenance) is working hard to 
address these issues. MMM began 40 years ago as a 
ministry to Alice Springs and surrounding areas. Now it 
is International: working in Papua New Guinea, Fiji, NZ, 
Zambia and Hong Kong. 
It travels out to the towns in caravans and works as a team 
to repair, renovate and restore the churches, church halls, 
the manse… thus relieving the young ministers of this bur-
den and freeing them to concentrate on using their gifts 
in preaching the Word and reaching their communities.
But we need your help! 
We are a volunteer organisation of servant hearted 
tradies and others, working together in a spirit of har-
mony and enthusiasm, but we are getting older. 
We have some workers in their 80’s.  We have 13 proj-
ects pencilled in for 2023…but we are finding it pro-
gressively harder to find willing workers. You don’t even 
need a caravan. We have quite a few men and couples 
who come and stay in provided accommodation.
Each project goes for two weeks. We are like a “fam-
ily” which shares the same ideals and adventurous 
attitude. We have great fellowship and fun. We share 
a devotion each morning at morning tea and it is so 
encouraging to hear each other’s stories. 
Over the past few years we have worked on Presby-
terian churches in Tenterfield, Glen Innes, Lismore, 
Wollomombi, Torrington, and many more. Closer to 
home we have worked in Newcastle, Wallsend, Terri-
gal, Anna Bay. 
We really need volunteers in urban areas to help with 
desperately needed repairs. We have two projects in 
Sydney in Newtown and Coogee.  
There is just so much to do everywhere and we need 
volunteers who can give a few days over a weekend, a 
week in the school holidays... or can actually become 
a travelling fellow MMMer.

There is the chance to join a “Safari”, where we travel 
for a few months up in the NT or over in WA. 
We work in isolated indigenous communities, drug re-
hab ministries and schools.  In 2013 we built the only 
Christian bookshop left in the NT, in Katherine. 
If you want more information, visit mmm.org.au or call 
Greg and Robyn Jackson on 0428 775 057. 
Please prayerfully consider whether you could give of 
your time and expertise.
This ministry is so rewarding and encouraging. You 
get to see the BREADTH and DEPTH of what God is 
doing in this great country or ours! Sometimes we 
can become a little discouraged when our focus is 
only on our local church. Being in MMM is a great 
antidote! You will be welcomed, loved and support-
ed.

• Greg and Robyn Jackson are state managers of MMM.
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Join the caravan, travel and help maintain 
buildings used for mission  
BY GREG AND ROBYN JACKSON

MOBILE MISSION MAINTENANCE
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Talua ministry “in God’s perfect time” for Falls family

By Rob and El Falls

For many decades now, Presbyterian churches across 
our state have been in partnership with the Presbyterian 
Church of Vanuatu (PCV), and in particular, its theological 
college, Talua Theological Training Institute. 

As APWM Partner Church missionaries, we have been 
ministering as a family at Talua for the last 15 months, 
and have been deeply encouraged to see the fruit of our 
denomination’s long term investment. 

Almost all local teaching staff completed their ministry 
training under APWM missionaries, and the result has 
seen the PCV, and Talua in particular, more theologically 
aligned with the PCA than ever before.  

Talua’s purpose is to raise up the next generation of ni-
Vanuatu Church leaders. With prayerful dependence on 
God, we labour to send out gospel workers who have a 
deep love for God, a rich knowledge of him and his Word, 
and a strong desire and competency to minister from the 
Scriptures. 

Our family members are currently the only expats at 
the Institute, so it’s been a joy to see local ni-Vanuatu 
teaching staff work incredibly hard to faithfully teach 
the Scriptures and disciple this next generation of 
Church leaders. 

But Talua has faced some very difficult challenges over 
the past three years. In early 2020, Cyclone Harold 
caused significant damage to buildings, and the Institute 
was forced to close for twelve months.

It reopened in mid-2021 in the midst of the global pandemic, 
under-resourced and under-staffed. Thankfully, Talua 
escaped the worst of the pandemic, but when community 
transmission finally occurred in February this year, Talua 
was once again forced to cancel classes for several 
months, moving to correspondence learning, despite all 
students and staff living on campus. 

Yet, we have seen God at work through all these 
challenges and we felt God perfectly timed our arrival. 

I was able to step in to cover gaps in the teaching load, 
and El’s nursing and midwifery skills were essential in 
preparing and supporting the Institute through the arrival 
of COVID-19.

 

We consider it a great privilege to represent the PCNSW 
and the wider PCA in Vanuatu, and it has been an 
absolute joy to disciple these pastor-in-trainers and their 
families. 

We look to Talua’s future with great excitement. The 
number of applicants to Talua’s 2023 cohort has 
quadrupled in comparison to years past, and we are 
seeing a great hunger for good bible teaching. 

But we know that there are a host of challenges ahead, 
meaning there are still many ways that Australian 
Churches could partner with Talua.

 First, please pause and pray for Talua and the Church in 
Vanuatu. Second, Talua is crying out for financial support, 
so if you or your Church are looking for a new mission 
partner, get in touch with us. 

Third, there are a variety of opportunities for individuals 
to utilise their skills to strengthen the Institute. 

For example, Talua is urgently looking for help with its 
policies and compliance, asking for a missionary to come 
full time and take up the role of a Quality Assurance and 
Administration Officer. 

We are also launching an exciting new Cross-Cultural 
Mission Internship for young adults to come and serve in 
discipleship ministry at Talua, all the while being trained by 
the Talua ministry team for cross-cultural mission.

There are also a variety of other skills that could be used, 
and through shorter trips as well. 

Whether you are a tradie, a schoolteacher, a creative 
or really anything else, you could contribute to 
supporting Talua and the next generation of gospel 
workers in Vanuatu.

If any of these opportunities spark your interest, or to start 
receiving regular prayer points, connect with us through 
our website: www.fallsvanuatu.info/ 

http://www.fallsvanuatu.info/


Ministering in Thailand
We are John and Denise Dickson and 
have been living and serving among Urban 
Thais since 2002 in the city of Chiang Mai.  
We have three children – James (22), Mimi 
(19) (both who are now working/at uni in 
Australia) and Sean (15) who is still with us 
in Thailand.

What are we doing in Thailand?

Our passion throughout these 20 years has always 
been to see ongoing gospel transformation as Thais 
come to Christ and grow to maturity in multiplying 
gospel communities. 

Our ministry focuses on equipping Thais to 
understand and live out God’s word through faith in 
Christ and helping others to do likewise. 

What does this look like?

1. ArunNakhon 

Sound biblical teaching is so rare in Thailand, 
with most Thai pastors and Bible teachers 
not understanding the Bible at all, almost no 
understanding of grace, few resources and churches 
run more like a business than a family.

After 17 years working within the “mainstream Thai 
church system”, and training up many like-minded 
fellow workers in the Gospel, we and some of our 
Thai brothers and sisters in Christ, decided to start 
a new church plant in the south of Chiang Mai called 
“ArunNakhon” (which means “city of new light” 
– inspiration from Matthew 5:14) which is focused 
on establishing growing Gospel Communities 
(churches) built on a solid foundation of sound, 
consistent Biblical teaching and with members 
committed to living out their faith in Christ within a 
community (ie not just as individuals) as they learn 
to love, serve and be 
interdependent on 
each other. 

We meet several times 
a week, as a “whole” 
group, 1-1 or in small 
groups as we “do life” 
together, building each 
other up in God’s Word, 
building relationships 
and sharing our faith 

with unbelievers, and to teach and train 
our leaders who can build up other 
Christian communities in the future. 

Our times together are always focused 
on people rather than “activity” enabling 
us to really get to know each other’s 
needs in order to be able to serve each 
other best. 

Those who are more mature we intentionally train 
them to be able to be sound and effective  Bible 
teachers as well as being pastoral in both large 
group settings or following up 1-1 or small groups. 

Those who are not yet believers or younger 
believers, we meet to help them understand God’s 
Word more and more and encourage them as they 
live out their faith consistently, seeing their life with 
Christ is now who they are, and not just “duty” to be 
done each week.

2. Training Fellow Gospel Workers in other parts 
of Thailand

We also have a number of fellow workers in the 
Gospel who are leaders in other churches in Thailand 
who also ask to meet with us regularly for input 
and with whom we share resources ArunNakhon 
produces (Bible talks, exegesis papers, Bible 
studies and Sunday School material) so they can be 
better equipped and resourced to serve people in 
their churches. 

3. PIF (Pioneers International Foundation)

We started PIF 12 years ago to enable missionaries 
(ourselves included) to obtain visas to legally live 
and work in Thailand.

But more importantly we have used this platform 
to create a platform where our fellow Thai Gospel 

workers can also do ministry, 
network with missionaries 
and work together to provide 
help and counsel to these 
missionaries regarding cultural 
understanding, language 
learning to foster close 
relationships and partnerships 
with Thai believers and 

John and Denise Dickson 
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Accepting God’s Grace
“Some sow, some water, but it’s God 
who makes it grow!” - SRE Teaching with 
Cherine Graham
Cherine Graham did not grow up in a Christian 
family. She first heard the Gospel at age nine, at-
tending Girls’ Brigade and Sunday School at Ka-
tong Presbyterian Church in Singapore, where 
she grew up.
After a few years of going along, enjoying hearing 
about the goodness of God, Cherine noticed that 
she had begun challenging the lordship of God, 
resisting what was being taught to her about the 
Gospel.
Cherine reflects, “By the grace of God, He did not 
let me go… I had the chance to reflect one eve-
ning at a youth church camp and I remember rec-
ognising the fight in me. A fight to want to rule my 
life because of my pride. I remember being filled 
with shame that I was feeling anger towards God 
who was wanting to be the rightful ruler of my life. 
At the same time, the shame was washed over by 
a feeling of being loved and the realisation that 
He died for my sins on the cross… That night, I 
stopped fighting.”

“It was like the hymn, 
‘And Can It Be’. My 
chains fell off. My 
heart was free. I rose, 
went forth, and fol-
lowed Thee.”
Growing in Godliness
Cherine received a 
scholarship to study 
Speech Pathology at 
Sydney University and 

arrived in Sydney in 1997. 
While studying, she attended Strathfield Presby-
terian Church and the Christian group on cam-
pus, which led to hearing and learning real, deep, 
Christ-centred teaching. 
In her final year of study, she met her husband, 
Brett. After they married, they moved to Singa-
pore for five years. 
Cherine shares, “Brett always wanted to be a 
missionary overseas, and got to do that while we 
were in Singapore! But I too have always wanted 
to do cross-cultural ministry, and in moving back 
to Sydney after those five years, telling people 
about Jesus in Australia; a country I didn’t grow 
up in, is a massive learning experience for me of 
cross-cultural ministry.”

Being a Parent
“Brett and I have four daughters. They are teen-
agers and young adults now which means I now 
have more time to do more ministry. 
When the children were younger, looking after 
them, running them around and accompanying 
them  took up a lot of time so I wasn’t as able to 
volunteer and do outreach work as I am now. But 
now that I have the time, I am able to think about 
how I can use that time to serve God more.”
Cherine works two and a half days a week as a 
Speech Pathologist, and the rest of the week serving 
in ministry, with her main focus being SRE Teaching.
SRE Teaching 
In 2013 Cher-
ine was asked 
to teach Year 7 
to Year 10 SRE 
part-time to re-
lieve a teacher 
who was going 
on long service 
leave. “This 
opportunity gave me an awesome taste of what 
Scripture teaching was like, as well as teaching 
that age group of teenagers. I found classroom 
management quite difficult and so I didn’t think I 
was ready to pursue further training for Scripture 
teaching at the time.” 
In 2021, there was a need to teach Scripture at 
the local high school, Mosman High. Cherine re-
flects, “Being a minister’s wife, I am well-placed to 
recognise the gaps in ministry, both in the church 
and community. I didn’t want the students who 

PY 

Cherine Graham
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“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to
teach others.”  2 TIMOTHY 2:2
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Farewell to our 2022 METRO graduates
METRO provides a pathway for people wishing to get 
great ministry training through a two-year apprentice 
program. 

As we come to the end of the year, we are excited 
to have eight different METRO apprentices graduating 
from across NSW.

Thank you for your prayer and support of these gradu-
ates over the last two years. 

Why not take a minute now to pray individually for the 
graduates below as they make decisions for next year? 

Jason Yu

Thomas Lam 

Candace Lum Mow

Matthew Tan

Tara Prince

Ryan Barcham

Eliza Faulkner

Joseph Jackson

For more information on the METRO program, visit 
http://www.metro.edu.au/

http://www.metro.edu.au/


In Matthew and Luke’s gospels, we discov-
er several women who appear in Jesus’ ori-
gin story. His distant ancestors, mother and 
aunt, and an elderly prophetess in Jerusa-
lem reveal that Jesus is marked by grace: 
His roots, His birth, and His future.
Beginning Monday 5th December, we will recall the 
grace-filled lives of these women in Jesus’ origin 
stories: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, Elizabeth, 
Mary and Anna on our podcast, More Than a Cake 
Stall (available on Apple, Spotify and Google Pod-
casts) and PCNSW website, pcnswwomen.org.au

Tamar 
He had just convinced his brothers to sell Joseph 
to Ishmaelite slave traders when Judah, son of Ja-
cob, married a Canaanite woman.
Together, they had three sons. Their firstborn, er, 
was married to a woman called Tamar. But Er died 
– the Bible tells us that he was “wicked in the sight 
of the Lord” – before he and Tamar could conceive 
a child. Without a child, Tamar would be destitute. 
She had left her own family to be married to Er, and 
had no means to provide for herself.
In order to continue the line of Er, and secure Tam-
ar’s place in the family, Jacob’s second son, Onan, 
was instructed to act as a surrogate for his broth-
er. But Onan was too selfish to provide an heir for 
his brother’s wife, and he was also put to death (by 
God) for his wickedness.
Afraid his third son would also die if married to 
Tamar, Judah promised that in a few years she 
would be given to Shelah, his third son, and be 
restored to her position in the family.

But Judah never intended to fulfill his promise. He 
abandoned the widow, Tamar; abandoned his re-
sponsibility to her; and abandoned his responsibil-
ity to the law.
In desperation – without any means to provide for 
her, and without an advocate on her behalf - Tamar 
conceives a cunning plan. Disguised as a prostitute, 
she meets a grieving, recently widowed Judah at 
the city gate. He solicits her, sleeps with her, and im-
pregnates her - all the while unaware of her identity. 
His signet ring, cord and staff provided the deposit 
for his payment: a young goat from his flock.
Judah and the disguised Tamar part ways, and al-
though he later tried to arrange payment, he was 
unable to find her.
Months later, Tamar’s pregnancy was discovered. 
Enraged at her immorality (prostitution), Judah 
arranged to have his daughter in law brought to 
him, to be burnt at the stake.
Tamar came, bringing with her Judah’s signet ring, 
cord and staff. “I am pregnant by the man who 
owns these”.
Judah, of course, recognised them. Ashamed, he 
declared to those ready to condemn her: “she is 
more righteous than I.”
It is a sordid, heart-breaking, messy story to in-
clude in the human genealogy of Jesus. But these 
origin stories, as we discover, not only trace Jesus’ 
Hebrew origins, but also His origins of grace. The 
story of Tamar and Judah reminds us of our urgent 
need for Jesus, who comes into this sordid and 
messy world: the Saviour we so desperately need.
It’s easy to get lost in the injustice of the story. Tamar 
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has been abused and abandoned by at least two of 
the men in this account. It is a devastating glimpse 
into the plight of women in a world, where their val-
ue is tied only to the men they marry and conceive.
In this day and age, it’s natural to see the story of 
Tamar and Judah as one of the Oppressor vs The 
Oppressed. It would be easy to reduce the moral 
of the story to a lesson on the patriarchy, and how 
Jesus came to overturn it.
In John’s gospel (8:53-9:11) we read a similar ac-
count, in which Jesus meets an adulteress in a 
similar situation to Tamar. This time, the oppres-
sor’s weapon was made of stone not fire; but their 
purpose was the same: to condemn her.
And although he was the only one who could con-
demn her, Jesus didn’t. Instead, He came to her 
in her brokenness. He spared her life, restored 
her dignity. He extended to her forgiveness and 
called her to a life of repentance.
Jesus came to love broken and destitute women 
like Tamar; to restore their dignity in a world that 
denied it; to forgive their desperate acts of immo-
rality and empower them to “go and sin no more”.
But Jesus also came for men like Judah. He came 
to convict them of their self-righteousness, and 
to show them the kind and merciful heart of God; 
to forgive their sin and invite them to follow His 
model of sacrificial, merciful love.
And the writer of Genesis wants us to know that 
Judah did eventually learn to model this sacrifi-

cial, merciful love. When Judah and his 10 brothers 
stood before the Governor of Egypt (unbeknown to 
them, the Governor was their brother Joseph whom 
they had sold into slavery), Benjamin, his youngest 
brother, was accused of a theft and claimed as a 
slave in recompense. Judah demonstrated com-
passion and self-sacrifice, offering to substitute 
himself in place of Benjamin - his father Isaac’s 
most beloved son (Genesis 44:33-34). Judah did 
not remain an oppressor – he acknowledged his 
failing of Tamar, and lived heroically in his old age. 
But still, that is not the end of Judah and Tamar’s 
story. Somehow, in the miracle of Jesus’ birth, God 
restores this broken, sordid story. He redeems it 
and transforms it into something beautiful: one 
thread that is woven into the fabric of the human 
DNA and history of the Christ child.
Jesus came for both the oppressor and the op-
pressed. He came for both men and women. He 
came for both Israelites and Canaanites. And He 
created in himself one new humanity out of the 
two, thus making peace. (Ephesians 2:13)
Jesus Himself is our peace.
He makes one family of many nations;
One body of many peoples.
He has broken down the wall of hostility that divides.
And if Jesus could make something beautiful in the 
broken, sordid story of Tamar and Judah, so too 
will He come to you in your brokenness; restoring 
your dignity; forgiving your sin; and empowering 
you through his Spirit to go and sin no more.

       SAFETY SPOT
We are starting a series of Safety topics via Zoom, ‘Safe-
ty Hour’ for anyone interested in improving safety, health 
and environmental practices in the Presbyterian Church.
The Zoom will be one hour plus 15 minutes for ques-
tions starting December 8.
Upcoming topics are:
Fire and Emergency Management. Fire Safety Com-
pliance in NSW for old and newer buildings and emer-
gency procedures and training with Timothy Wain-
wright (Director, Fire Safety and Training). Thursday 
December 8, 11am and 7pm
Asbestos Management. A Case Study from West 
Wyalong Presbyterian Church with Andrew Cooper 
(West Wyalong Presbyterian Church). Tuesday Febru-
ary 7, 11am and 7pm.
WHS Priorities at Church. Making use of the WHS 
resources on the pcnsw.org.au website with Hazel 
Nisbet WHSE Manager Church Offices. Thursday 
March 9, 11am and 7pm

Mental Health First Aid with Fran Hotschilt, Camp 
Drew. Monday April 3, 2pm and 7pm. Note option 
to attend 2-day course in Surry Hills (TBA) or Camp 
Drewe (18-19 May 2023 ~$322) 
Youth Camps and Safety with Rachel Norman (Pres-
byterian Youth) Thursday 11 May 2pm and 7pm
To join Hazel on a scheduled Zoom Safety Hour meet-
ing in the second week of the month:
https: / /us02web.zoom.us/ j /84964186489?p-
wd=L2I4ajdQc2huMWVHZDRqbk1RM2pndz09
Meeting ID: 849 6418 6489
Passcode: 472874
Future topics are: Hazardous Substance Management 
(Chemcert), First aid (St John), Church and the Environ-
ment (Stuart Blanch, Charlestown Presbyterian).
For further information or to discuss WHSE matters 
contact Hazel at hnisbet@pcnsw.org.au and see WHS 
Guidelines, forms and resources at pcnsw.org.au
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Hungry… and thirsty for the gospel  

Zambia. We don’t hear much about this land-
locked African nation in our media — and that’s 
probably a good thing when our media tends to 
focus on nations that are experiencing problems. 

But what about the church in Zambia? The 
Presbyterian Church of Australia has nine formal 
Partner Church agreements with like-minded 
overseas Reformed Churches. One of those 
agreements is with the Church of Central Africa 
Presbyterian: Zambia Synod.

The church’s theological college is Chasefu, a 
two-day drive from Lusaka, the capital city. For 
many years we have supported Chasefu through 
the provision of books, building materials, and in 
recent years, short-term teaching personnel.

For the last five years, the Rev Corrie Nel, minister 
at Sydney’s Roseville Presbyterian Church, 
has conducted a short-term teaching week at 
Chasefu. Corrie returned from his latest trip in 
September and writes:

“Greetings from Chasefu Theological 
College (CFC), a 13-hour drive from Lusaka, 
along roads worthy to be included in the TV 
series “The World’s Most Dangerous Roads”.

Why travel here? To “teach” a course on 
Modern Spirituality to 13 students who come 
from near and far to complete three years 
of study at the Diploma level in order to 
be ordained as ministers in the Church of 
Central Africa Presbyterian: Zambia Synod 
(CCAP Zambia). 

The students’ attitude? They are hungry … 
and thirsty for the gospel, (“as an antelope 
pants for the water …”).

The Sunday before the short course began, I 
preached a sermon in the old Scottish Mission 
Church (read, “Ruin”) within the Chasefu grounds, 
a gift from Scottish Missionaries almost 100 years 
ago. I spoke on Romans 5, with the title “Empty 
Hands, Full Hearts – God will provide.”

Empty hands, empty stomachs, often, here … 
but hearts filled with gratitude and a hunger to 
learn from a teacher, any teacher  - in this case, 
a teacher who has come with little more to offer 
than a first-world theological education nowhere 
near the PhD level, yet, at least, above the level 
of most local “teachers”. And the students hang 
on to every word!

And their words of farewell echo in my mind: “God 
is good all the time; all the time God is good!”

Might you feel the call to travel to Zambia and 
spread the gospel as best you can? Or does it all 
sound too dangerous, really inconvenient?”

CONTACT
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
1 Clarence St Burwood NSW 2134
national@apwm.org.au
Phone: (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au
facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission/

Corrie Nel (in the centre) with his class

mailto:national%40apwm.org.au?subject=
http://www.apwm.org.au
http://facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission/
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Viqueque church building interior with
APWM missionary Rev Chris Dean (centre)v

APWM & Tax Deductibility

From time to time the APWM National Office 
receives enquiries regarding the tax deductibility 
of donations made in response to an Appeal 
following a disaster, or toward a ministry overseas.

Donations to APWM are not tax deductible.

APWM has not sought tax-deductible status for 
two reasons:

a) The criteria for obtaining such a status from the 
Australian Taxation Office are quite narrow and 
restrict the use of donations to the provision of aid 
and relief. Religious activity such as evangelism 
and support for churches is excluded. That is 
why some mission agencies have established 
a separate aid organisation that is strictly ‘aid 
work only’. APWM doesn’t have the resources to 
establish and maintain a separate organisation.

b) APWM wants to be able to conduct ‘gospel 
work’ and ‘aid work’ hand-in-hand without having 
to quarantine one from the other. We want the 
freedom to be able to give someone a mosquito 
net along with an explanation of God’s offer of 
forgiveness through Christ. We want to be able 
to help with the rebuilding of churches damaged 
in a disaster.

Thank you to the many brothers and sisters who 
so generously support APWM’s ministry.

A Visible Witness

Viqueque. You won’t read it on the list of “must-
see” tourist destinations if you ever have the 
privilege of visiting Timor Leste.

It’s a remote location and it’s here that the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste 
has constructed a church building with the help 
of money supplied by the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia. The congregation is not large but 
seeks to be a faithful gospel witness in this 
overwhelmingly Roman Catholic country.

In such a situation, a building is important because 
it provides the Protestant church with a visible 
witness and a legitimate presence in a nation 
where the Protestant church is often viewed as 
a cult.

The church thanks you, the members of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia, for your 
partnership and fellowship in this project.
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Technology and
resources for
online bible

teaching and
learning in South
East Asia where it
is unsafe to send a
Christian worker 

 Cyclone Harold
caused significant

damage to the
buildings at Vanuatu’s

Talua Theological
Training Institute in
2020.  Funds will be

used to provide a new
roof and solar power
which is essential as
Talua is in a remote

location 

Renovation and
extension of Mtendere

CCAP Christian
Community School,

Zambia  – classrooms,
fittings, playground for
407 children otherwise
without any education
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PRESAID CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2022

Invitation
Your congregation is invited 
to participate in the PresAID 
Christmas Appeal 2022 by 
donating your congregation’s 
Christmas Day offering and 
encouraging generous giving.

To date PresAID has been 
able to provide in excess  of 
$1.7mil for practical overseas 
aid projects as well as projects 
with a theological focus.  
Thank you for enabling 
PresAID to bless others.

Enquiries
Acting Convener:  
Rev John Wilson

Phone: 0418 537 209

Email:  
john.wilson@pcv.org.au

Direct Debit Details
Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria  
BSB: 083 004  
Acc: 015016531

Transaction description: 
“PresAID - <name of church>”

Notification by email to: 
accountant@pcv.org.au 
would be appreciated

Remittance Form for PresAID Christmas Appeal 2022
To:  
The Accountant, Presbyterian Church of Victoria 
156 Collins Street, MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear Sir,

Please find enclosed a cheque for $........................

*NB Cheque should be made out to: Presbyterian Church of Victoria

Name of Treasurer:  ...............................................................................................................................................................

Please forward receipt to me at:

................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................
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It will provide for the forgiveness of sins.
There was forgiveness of sins in the Old Testa-
ment period (Psalm 103:12; Micah 7:19). But this 
was not through the sacrificial system (Hebrews 
10:1-4). Kill as many bulls, goats or lambs as you 
like, and there is still no forgiveness even for the 
little white lie or the bit of boasting I indulged in. 
As Isaac Watts put it:

Not all the blood of beasts, 
On Jewish altars slain,  
Could give the guilty conscience peace  
Or wash away the stain.

Abraham, David, Isaiah, Jonah, and the rest of the 
Old Testament saints were saved by the blood of 
Christ (Hebrews 9:15; see Luke 7:47a).
This is not an offer of a second chance, of hav-
ing another try at life. It is more than that. The 
new covenant brings full and free forgiveness 
- ‘the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin’ (1 
John 1:7). In Jeremiah’s day, King Josiah recov-

ered the old covenant (2 Chronicles 34).
That was fine, but that was all that he could do. 
Jeremiah sees more. He sees a new covenant, 
not based on law but on free grace, one which will 
see the coming of the Holy Spirit to give life and 
power, where God and His people are brought 
together, and where all believers know God and 
are forgiven.
The old covenant prophesied this but could not 
deliver it. 
With Christ, all this is ours by faith.
Let me finish by quoting Dietrich Bonhoeffer: ‘We 
can neither understand nor preach the gospel 
tangibly enough. A truly evangelical sermon must 
be like offering a child a beautiful red apple or 
holding out a glass of water to a thirsty man and 
asking: Wouldn’t you like it?’
Wouldn’t you like all these new covenant privileg-
es and blessings to be yours? 
They are freely offered to you.

⊲ THE NEW COVENANT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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churches in order to advance the work of the Gospel 
in Thailand.

As we look back over our 20 years in Thailand, we 
feel so privileged to be a part of what He is doing in 
this part of the world. 

At times the road felt long and difficult, but His grace 
was always sufficient for us. 

And today, what a joy to see and be part of a community 
where we see lives changed, people living with hope 
and hungry for God’s Word. Where people don’t wait 
for an “evangelistic event” to share Christ with others, 

but through each day living amongst friends and family 
in a way which reflects God’s character in their actions, 
decisions and words. 

Where people are ready to give an answer for the 
hope they have and always ready to live for the 
benefit of others and for the glory of God!

Please continue to pray for the church in Thailand, 
for God to raise up more and more local believers 
who can be grounded in sound Biblical teaching 
and be well equipped to teach it to others and 
effectively shepherd His people… for the praise of 
His Name and glory!

⊲ APWMN NSW  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

had opted into SRE to be without a teacher.”
Cherine saw this need and volunteered to fulfil it. 
After completing her training with the PYNSW SRE 
self-directed online training, a sit-in for teacher 
evaluation, completing her Working With Children 
Check, and the Breaking the Silence training, she 
was ready to go and teach Year 7 and Year 8. 
“The material for Scripture is so well laid out and 
structured. You don’t go in blind, and because the 
lesson is planned, I can tailor it to the students the 
more I get to know them… It is nice understanding 
a little bit more about the struggles of teenagers 
and what they think about. I always remind myself 
that was the age where I became a Christian.”

Cherine reflects on Paul’s writing in 1 Corinthians 
3:6-9, “SRE Teaching is such a good opportunity. 
It’s not our job to worry about the results of it. God’s 
command is to go, and so we go! Some sow, some 
water, but it’s God who makes it grow, so we go!” 
What would you say to someone considering 
teaching SRE?
“We don’t know when the door to public schools 
will be closed. We need to be faithful and get in 
there whilst we can.” 
“If your life has been totally and radically trans-
formed by the Gospel of Jesus and you’re in a 
stage of life where you can spare some time to 
prepare a lesson and teach SRE once a week, an 
hour a week... Then why not?... We need to ask the 
question, ‘How can I share what I’ve got?”

⊲ PY  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16



The new covenant
JEREMIAH 31:31-34

his is surely one of the highlights of 
Old Testament prophecy. Jeremiah 
spoke of a Messiah who was to 
come (23:5-6). And he spoke of a 
new covenant which the Messiah 
would inaugurate (31:31). 

There are dispensationalists who say that 
this covenant has yet to be fulfilled, because it is 
a covenant with Judah and Israel. 
Not so, it is inaugurated with the believing people 
of God, who are true Israel. It is cited in Hebrews 
8, which is the longest citation from the Old Tes-
tament in the New Testament. 
Jesus alluded to it at the Last Supper: ‘This cup 
is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed 
for you.’ 
The Messiah came and His death inaugurated 
the new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah. It is a 
renewed covenant rather than a completely new 
one. 
This is a covenant of free mercy (31:32). What was 
wrong with the law of Moses? Nothing. There was 
nothing wrong with the old covenant; there was 
everything wrong with the people (Hebrews 8:7-
8a). The fault is with ‘them’, not ‘it’, with the peo-
ple, not the law. 
The law is praised in Scripture (Romans 7:12). 
There is nothing wrong with laws against wor-
shipping idols, taking God’s name in vain, dishon-
ouring our parents, murdering our fellow human 
beings, committing adultery, stealing, lying or 
coveting. Calvin used to refer to the ‘accidental 
fault’ of the law.
The laws are good laws, but we are not good 
people (Romans 4:5). Ah, now that is good news, 
that is grace, justification for those who are not 
like God, not based on law but on God’s free and 
undeserved favour.

It promises life and power from the Holy Spirit.
The words ‘Holy Spirit’ are not there in 31:33a, but 
the meaning is (Ezekiel 36:27; 2 Corinthians 3:3). 
The law of Moses was written on tablets of stone 
(Exodus 34:28-29) or a book (Exodus 24:7). But 
more is promised in the new covenant. Grace 
does not lower the pass mark, but provides a new 
power.

What is a Spirit-filled Christian? Is he a bub-
bly character who punctuates every sec-
ond sentence with ‘Praise the Lord’? Is he 
someone who overawes you with his spir-
itual talk?
Or someone who goes into ecstasy when 
the chorus is repeated for the fifth time? 

Does not Jeremiah say that the Spirit-filled Chris-
tian is the law-filled Christian? The law is not now 
unwritten but in-written. As Ralph Erskine put it:

When once the fiery law of God  
Has chas’d me to the Gospel road;  
Then back unto the holy law  
Most kindly Gospel-grace will draw.

A Spirit-filled Christian has the law of God in his 
heart and mind - hence 1 John 2:3.

It will bring God and His people together.
God will own His people and they will own Him 
(31:33b). This is not something radically different. 
The idea is already there in the old covenant (Ex-
odus 6:7; Leviticus 26:12). But in the New Testa-
ment God comes closer. God the Son becomes 
Man, and the Spirit indwells every Christian (John 
14:17, 23). God brings about this relationship 
through sending His Son and His Spirit. 

It will lead all believers to know God.
There being no need for teachers (31:34a) is not 
to be interpreted in a silly way, as if we are sinning 
against the new covenant by gathering together, 
listening to a pastor hold forth (see Ephesians 4:11; 
1 Timothy 5:17). The New Testament church has a 
pastor/teacher/elder office and function, and that 
is not contrary to what Jeremiah prophesies.
But there is a difference here between the old 
covenant and the new covenant (Exodus 20:19 
and 1 Timothy 2:5). 
There are no human mediators now, only the God-
man Christ Jesus. The priesthood is abolished 
(Matthew 23:8-10; 1 John 2:27). In that sense we 
have no human teacher. 
We need to learn from Spurgeon and Calvin, but 
not rely on Spurgeon and Calvin. It can be one of 
the subtle temptations of the Christian faith that 
we can rely on a human being rather than Christ 
mediated to us by the Holy Spirit. 

⊲ CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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