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How are your New Year’s  
Resolutions going?

HOW is 2024 going for 
you? Did you make New 
Year’s resolutions? If 
you did, have you man-
aged to keep them?

I could say that I have 
not broken mine: to not 
smoke, vape or drink much 
alcohol. But then, how easy is 
it not to do something, when you 
don’t do it anyway! The more diffi-
cult resolution, or if you don’t like 
the idea of “resolutions” but may 
have still made some “decisions” 
about things you wanted to do bet-
ter this year, are those that require 
some hard work. 

The real challenge I set for myself 
for 2024, the one that I knew I 
would struggle with, was to learn 
and then retain boundaries, espe-
cially when it came to the amount 
of time, energy, effort, money and 
emotion I was giving to other people 
and organisations. I needed to do 
this, because my lack of boundaries 
was making me sick.  

Sticking to my resolution has proven 
to be extremely difficult because 
I struggle to be able to say no, I 
struggle with any idea that I have 
failed to help someone in need and 
I struggle with any idea that maybe 
I need to put my own needs first 
sometimes. It feels selfish.

Some prayerful examination re-
assured me that I was not serving 
without boundaries because I was 
wanting to tick boxes of “what a 
Christian should do” or was basing 
my hopefulness in getting entry into 
Heaven based on works. But what 
I discovered, in prayer with some 
Biblically sound mentors, was that I 
had the idea, conceived as a child 
raised in a very traditional, high 
church setting, that putting others 
ahead of myself, usually to the point 
of suffering, because “Christians are 
meant to suffer”, was the way it was 
meant to be.

But when my “never say no” min-
istering to various people 

began to affect my 
emotional, spiritual and 

physical health last 
year, my doctor, a 
Christian, suggested I 
think about what God 
actually did have to 

say about boundaries. 
So, I searched it up.

I found this: “In the Bible, 
boundaries are often used to 
describe the relationship between 
God and humanity. God created 
the world and set boundaries on 
it, telling humans not to go beyond 
the boundaries he had set. Godly 
boundaries are made with the intent 
to draw others in and build healthy 
relationships, not tear them down or 
punish. They lovingly offer choice 
to others rather than attempting to 
control them”. 

I discovered the Bible has more 
than 100 verses about boundaries. 
One, from Matthew 5:13, applied 
particularly: “You are the salt of the 
earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 
how shall its saltiness be restored? 
It is no longer good for anything ex-
cept to be thrown out and trampled 
under people’s feet.” I lost my taste 
and I got trampled. I needed to sort 
it. But I fast realised that I could not 
do it alone. I have fought feelings 
of despair, failure, guilt and even 
accusations. I have found my New 
Year’s resolution almost impossible 
to keep. 

I needed God. No matter what, we 
need God.

Our March Pulse magazine is filled 
with stories about how much we all 
need God, or how God reminds us 
how much we need to lean on Him. 
Andrew Campbell talks about how 
God used a motorcycle to remind 
him. Our APWM pages remind us 
of how God is working through our 
missionaries. Our Jericho Road pag-
es remind us of how God is working 
in the lives of young people with 
disabilities. Keeping a New Year’s 
Resolution is no exception. 

Editorial
BY KAREN FORMAN
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News: The year ahead for PCNSW 
BY KAREN FORMAN AND PETER MERRICK

The General Office is looking forward to a busy, produc-
tive year in 2024, with congregations reporting pre-COVID 
attendee numbers and an increasing need for services 
provided by the General Office.

PCNSW General Manager, Jeof Falls, said while the COVID 
years had changed the way the Sydney-based General Of-
fice went about its business, with flexible working arrange-
ments one of the newer ways of doing things, the General 
Office staff were very much on hand to provide umbrella 
services to over 183 congregations, 15 presbyteries, and 
the Assembly’s various committees, seven independent 
and low-fee Christian schools, aged care and Jericho 
Road’s justice and mercy ministries that make up the Pres-
byterian Church in NSW and the ACT.

“The role of the General Office is to support congregations 
and ministries of the General Assembly in fulfilling their 
ministry goals in Christ” he said. “The General Office is 
privileged to be able to serve Christ’s Church for another 
year.

“We are conscious that over the past decade, the admin-
istrative and legislative compliance burden being placed 
on congregational committees of management and the 
numerous ministry activities of the church has increased 

significantly, whether in respect of work, health and safety 
policies and practices, payroll processes, or through 
increased insurance claims arising from recent extreme 
weather events.

“Anyone with a question about anything related to Church 
administration or legislation, or who may have a question 
about the role or functions of the Trustees of the Presby-
terian Church Property Trust, please pick up the phone or 
send us an email and we would like to help.

“We can aid you with any aspects of the administration or 
operation of your church.  In doing so, we enjoy hearing 
how the ministry of the local church or ministry is respond-
ing joyfully to Christ’s good work.  For example, we love 
hearing about the current sermon series being preached 
each Sunday at your church, or how the youth group or 
kid’s church is seeing growing children, or about young 
people coming to church, or how Jericho Road’s justice 
and mercy ministry activities are caring for God’s people in 
their care.”

Mr Falls said the General Office was always pleased to 
hear from congregations. “We consider it a privilege to get 
to pray for our churches and the work they undertake for 
the Lord and for His people.”

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: LARA RUTLEDGE, PETER MERRICK, FERGUS TANG, HAZEL NISBET, KAARINA DOWSON, JORDAN PERRY, MANDA 
JOHNSTON, DAVID PHILLIPS (HIDING BEHIND MANDA), STEVE SMITH, GREG SCOTT, ROSLYN DEAL, JEOF FALLS, MADDI HAWKINS,  

JOHN ISHAK AND ARDHIKA WIRA.

TO HELP PUT NAMES TO FACES, WE OUTLINE BELOW THE NAMES OF THE GENERAL OFFICE STAFF  
WHO ENJOYED AN AFTERNOON PLAYING LAWN BOWLS LAST DECEMBER AS A GROWING CHRISTMAS TRADITION. 
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I did love my bike …
a reminder of God’s 
grace

Oh, I did love my bike. 
Motorbike that is. Real 
bikies with their Harleys 
sneered at my Yamaha 
Virago. It was only a 250. 
But all black and chrome, 
I loved it. Anyway, 
red-lining it would still 
break any speed limit in 
a few seconds. 

I’ve always loved bikes. Anne and I had our first date on a bike. 
A Suzuki Hustler. Okay, also only 250. But it could do the old 
ton (160 kg) with me hanging onto Anne for dear life. And 55 
years later we’re still hanging onto each other ...

Anyway, January 28 2009 was a day off. Anne was visiting 
family. I decided to ride. Wagga Wagga to Grong Grong. It was 
a hot day, so I enjoyed a dip in the Murrumbidgee. Then to 
Narrandera and back along the Sturt Highway. 

Those who love their tin cages just don’t understand. There’s 
something about bikes. The freedom of it.  The roar of the 
engine between your knees. The wind in your hair, well, if you 
have hair, and you have to wear a helmet. But, leaning into a 
bend, you feel the ride, the road …

Boing, boing, bang! I felt the road alright. A big roo, and me 
going 105 km/h. No time to stop, no time to swerve.  And there 
I was on the highway, leg crushed, collarbone broken, gravel 
cuts and road rash all over. 

Thankfully, the next truck didn’t run over me. Passersby gently 
attended to my injuries. Ambos turned up. They relieved my 

pain, and within the hour I was in hospital with time to reflect on 
what had happened. 

A favourite author, Scott Peck calls this ‘serendipitous grace.’ 
Because though the world sometimes looks like it’s a place 
of sadness and even evil, ultimately it’s not. Out of the blue, 
serendipitously, there’s good, better, grace. Even in the most 
difficult, even terrible circumstances. 

Hitting that roo square on, rather than getting the death wob-
bles and off the road. How long before anyone would find me? 
The truck not running over me. Mobile coverage. Caring drivers 
and ambos. Doctors and nurses and physios - and Anne’s care. 

Scott Peck says that serendipitous grace is evidence enough 
of the existence and rule of God in His world. It was for Peck as 
he turned from atheism to faith. He came to see that ultimately 
the world is a good world run by the good God who cares. Sure 
bad things happen, but God’s grace also happens. Wonderfully 
true! 

But also, for me, it was a warning. That day of utter delight and 
pleasure was over in that boing, boing, bang. I could be in a 
wheelchair. Or dead. Life over. I need to be ready, prepared to 
meet my God. 

That day reminds me of God’s serendipitous grace; more, His 
amazing grace in Jesus that saves, yes, a wretch like me. That 
day reminds me of how soon and suddenly my life can be over 
and I have to stand before God. That day reminds me that ev-
ery day, every month, every year, is a year of grace, that 2024 
is another year to serve King Jesus. 

A postscript? Well, the bike was fixed before I was, with two 
months of immobility. And I got on it, but it was never the same. 
So there it stays, in the shed, gathering dust and occasionally 
ridden by the grandkids. And a reminder … of God’s grace …

About God’s Grace
BY ANDREW CAMPBELL
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SAFETY SPOT with Hazel Nisbet
CREATION CARE

Stuart Blanch (Charlestown Presbyterian and A Ro-
cha Australia, and works with WWF-Australia) spoke 
to us in July 2023 about Creation Care: Supporting 
gospel ministry, for our monthly WHSE Zoom Hour.

This can be viewed at pcnsw.org.au in the Work Health and 
Safety Resources.

Many of our churches are already convicted as stewards to 
work and take care of creation and are challenged in this 
and associated concerns with loving our neighbour (supply 
chains etc), showing mercy to the vulnerable and powerless. 

Many of us have a growing awareness of how powerless 
and sometimes hypocritical we live in creation at home, 
work and church.

Stuart gave us examples of gospel ministry projects at some 
of our churches in Wagga Wagga, Charlestown and in the 
Adelaide Hills and opportunities for our churches and de-
nomination to partner with A Rocha (https://australia.arocha.
org/ one-off membership $50). I was interested in some of 
the following:

• Include Creation care in sermons, Bible studies, Youth and 
Children’s programs, prayer, men’s and women’s events, 
songs etc
• Read theological resources on Creation Care e.g. “Not 
Home Yet” by Ian Smith, Principal of Christ College
• Include theme in Ministry e.g. camps, mission, evangelism
• Set up a Church Creation Care group
• Be energy efficient- install LED lights, shade windows form 
direct sunlight, use passive ventilation and fans rather than 
going straight to air conditioning

• Recycle, compost, stop buying single use plastics, 
order recycles or FSC certified copy paper
• Switch to carbon free electricity suppliers, instal 
solar panels 
• Review the climate policies of your bank and super 
fund to see if they align with Jesus’ command to 
love your neighbour

• Replace introduced plants with native plants in your church 
gardens 
• Live simply to adopt low(er) carbon lifestyles.

I’m keen to make a little start at my church. I have been 
thinking of running a three-day Kids Fun Days holiday pro-
gram in the first week of October with this theme.

I can picture a creation care group and involvement in 
beach and creek litter collection. We can better support 
some of our people at church who are already involved 
in erosion control, weed management and revegetation 
projects. 

Send your stories of Creation Care projects and ministry 
at your church or from community projects that involve our 
church family (with two mb photograph). I have included a 
photo of a Creation Care project from Woonona Presbyteri-
an. Sue Currie’s Grow Group, as part of a challenge from the 
Pastor and Elders to love bomb the Church family, kerbed 
and planted a native garden and installed a table and chairs. 

This removed a dangerously steep slope from the mowing. 
Concrete kerbing assisted whipper snipper maintenance 
and trees were restricted to tall shrub height. Later an adja-
cent sandpit was installed and mosaic hopscotch.

For more information about WHSE see pcnsw.org.au (Re-
sources-WHS) and contact Hazel Nisbet at hnisbet@pcnsw.
org.au or 0414 463 976.
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If there were a children’s literature book, encapsulating what it 
means to be a boy in the world, what it means to develop and 
mature towards adulthood, themes of memory, journey, curiosi-
ty and quest and the ability to look back on all of that, it may be 
found in the works of Roald Dahl.

Dahl chronicled his life in three works: My Year published 
in 1993 which is based on a diary he wrote during the final 
months of his life, and his 1984 memoir, Boy: Tales of Childhood 
and its sequel, Going Solo, published in 1986.

His tales of childhood recall family festivities, lavish shops of 
lollies, and harsh headmasters, and the books’ structure and 
tone, with very short chapters and villainous adults, echo those 
of his fiction books for children. 

Dahl’s boys exhibit courage, creativity, and a willingness to 
challenge the status quo, showcasing the transformative power 
of embracing possibilities.

Their exploits, Dahl suggests, can lead to unexpected triumphs 
and valuable life lessons, fostering resilience and a sense of 
self-discovery. In each tale, Dahl takes us on a journey through 
an element of his own childhood, providing insights into the 
challenges and adventures that shaped him into the man he 
became.

At The Scots College, we deeply consider this question: How 
do boys develop into physically, intellectually and spiritually 
complete young men and how can we best assist them, and 
their parents, in this journey?

Being a school spanning Kindergarten to Year 12, the first 
question inevitably leads to the second: What’s the purpose of 
adolescence? One of the fundamental outcomes of this period, 
and not by-products, is the need to become (slowly and incre-
mentally) independent – from parents and families.

And in order to do that, boys need to experiment, explore their 
environment, and connect meaningfully with their peer group. 
From a biological and developmental point of view, when 
teenagers make mistakes, it is easy to suggest they are the 
problem. 

Actually, they are doing what they are programmed to do. They 
are developing socially, spiritually, emotionally, psychologically 
and physically; all those things at once! A developing brain is 
not like an adult’s at all. At Scots, we support and educate boys 
keeping this knowledge a priority.

Unlike younger children who very much look like little children, 
we don’t expect them to plan their day or plan their week, we 
do that for them. We make their decisions for them. We stop 

A Young Man in the Making 
THE SCOTS COLLEGE

Scots plans boys’ education very deliberately, realising that a developing brain is not like an adult’s at all. 
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them taking risks. But as these young boys step out into the 
biggest quest of their lives, this next quest, we know they will 
make mistakes and if you find yourself asking in a heated and 
less-charitable moment, “You did what? Was that the smart 
choice?” 

The answer is probably, “No. We do some pretty dumb things, 
and we do that because we are finding out what dumb is and 
we are finding out what is sensible – please help us do that 
well.” 

The phenomenon of peer influence also seems to peak in 
adolescence; adolescents are more influenced by their friends 
than children are, or adults.

 It has been shown time and again, by various controlled exper-
iments and data from the real world, that a teenager in isola-
tion, with no distractions and the ability to concentrate on the 
task at hand, is unlikely to take more risks than any adult might. 
However, in the company of others – with their friends by their 
side, they have a predisposition to take inappropriate risks. 

There was one highly notable experiment conducted by Dr 
Laurence Steinberg, Professor of Psychology at Temple Univer-
sity which exemplifies this.

He invited teenagers and adults into his lab, where they took 
part in a driving simulator experience and they either did this 
on their own or with two other friends “in the car”, with them. 
In the condition where they had a couple of friends standing 
behind them, teenagers took about three times the number of 
risks that they took when they were acting alone.

The same was not true of adults. Having a friend alongside an 

adult had no effect on the number of risks they took. So, what 
seems to be critical in whether teenagers take risks is whether 
they are in the company of their peers. We know you are much 
more likely to go along with your mates if they are the sort of 
mate who is likely to do the wrong thing, to go the wrong way, 
their own way (what the Bible calls sin) and the encouragement 
of thousands of years of wisdom, and certainly not contradict-
ed by the social and behavioural sciences, is you had best not 
head in their direction.

The opening words of Psalm 1 seem appropriate to echo at this 
time. “Blessed” (or happy in Greek) “...is the one who does not 
walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners 
take...but whose delight is in the law of the Lord”. 

In light of this research, could we see a time when we under-
stand this developmental process better, such that we could 
change the way we educate our children and teenagers in the 
light of this enhanced understanding? 

The articulation and definition of the Middle School’s (Years 
7 to 9) curriculum, what we call the ‘belonging’ years, is The 
Scots College designing bespoke provision for this period of 
life academically and socially. There are physiological changes 
that happen in your brain during the teenage years but most 
important, and influential, are one’s social and environmental 
experiences. The peer group around us, the adult role models 
alongside us as well as the wisdom of biblical scripture that 
might help make sense of it all.

It is right that we acknowledge the significance of this transi-
tion. As boys take the steps required to reach manhood, en-
courage them to remember that, unlike Dahl’s famous memoir 
sequel, it would be unwise to merely go ‘solo’.
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METRO EXPERIENCES A BOOM YEAR IN 2024

METRO is experiencing something of a boom year with 20 apprentices for 
2024.  

Praise God that He is challenging people to get an on-the-ground ministry 
experience for two years under the supervision of an experienced trainer, or 
trainers. 

What a blessing these apprentices will be as they gain greater confidence and 
competence. Most apprentices will be in local churches and some on university 
campuses.  

And this year one apprentice will be involved in overseas missionary work at 
Talua Bible College, Vanuatu. 
Please continue to pray for all these apprentices and their trainers.  And now 
is the time to be considering whether your church can support your own 
apprentice in 2025.

METRO Apprentices for 2024:

APPRENTICE TRAINER/S CHURCH

Cameron Bryant James Ritchie Southern Cross Presbyterian

Reuben Carey Ben Smith Harbourside Presbyterian

Matthew Harris Allan Blanch Dubbo Presbyterian

Joash Parker Jon Blyth St Aidan’s Presbyterian

Stephen Yau Elliot Ku GracePoint Presbyterian

Dennis Guo Phil Snelling, Simon Wong Cornerstone Presbyterian (Concord)

Ronald Tse Chris Chan Chinese Presbyterian

David Macaulay David Hawken Griffith Presbyterian

Gavin Hays Tim Ravenhall Mayfield Presbyterian

Amelia Murphy Susan Playsted Southern Cross Presbyterian

Steven Tilley Stew Playsted Southern Cross Presbyterian

Rebekah Sheely Allan Blanch, Jill Connor Dubbo Presbyterian

Matt Cain Matthew Moffitt, Craig Tucker Scots (Wynyard) Presbyterian

Nelson Kim Stephen Tan Cornerstone Presbyterian (Rhodes)

Radman Zhang Alan Au Captivate Presbyterian

Chelsea Edwards Mike and Kara Wong Albury Presbyterian

Paulo Nunag Michael Bedros Cornerstone Presbyterian (Strathfield)

Daniel Craig Rob Falls Talua Bible College, Vanuatu

Johannes Breuninger Daland Proudfoot Woonona Presbyterian
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REBEKAH SHEELY STEVEN TILLEY REUBEN CAREY

JOASH PARKER LYDIA KELLY MATT HARRIS

CAMERON BRYANT GAVIN HAYS CHELSEA EDWARDS
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Where’s AP? 
BY PETER BARNES

Planning for growth in a struggling music ministry 
BY ANLANNA GLOVER

Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a magic formula that could 
ensure disaster-free Sundays? (Spoiler: there isn’t).

 If you’ve been in church ministry for any time at all, I’m sure 
you’ve experienced your fair share of Sunday service mishaps. 

This isn’t entirely surprising; most local churches in Australia 
are small, often minimally staffed, attended sporadically and 
run by average people who volunteer their time.
If you do it for enough years and with enough people, you’re 

bound to have moments where you stop and think, “will this 
ever get better?!” 

Church singing can be a particularly challenging exercise in 
this context. Music attracts lots of opinions, lots of emotions, 
and lots of logistical hurdles - it is hard to get it right! I’m sorry, I 
don’t have quick fixes for you, but I do have some helpful point-
ers for setting up a music ministry that enables your church 
to teach and admonish one another with the word of Christ in 
song.

The Australian Presbyterian magazine has disappeared from 
letter boxes and moved solely online with a new format. 
Editor Rev Dr Peter Barnes explains the changes and directs 
readers on where to find the national journal.

The nineteenth century was the age of newspapers and jour-
nals, so much so that the various state churches of the Presby-
terian Church of Australia produced their own journal without a 
national journal, until 1967 (66 years after the formation of the 
PCA) when a national journal finally appeared. 

AP is now the National Journal of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia (PCA). 

As such, it is meant to reflect the confessional stance of the 
PCA – we believe that God is triune as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, three Persons in the one Godhead. 

We also believe that the Bible is the inerrant and inspired Word 
of God that points us to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, our only 
Lord and Saviour. Salvation comes through the free grace and 
mercy of God revealed in Christ’s death and resurrection. 

We take seriously the gospel message and we seek to repre-
sent faithfully the Westminster Confessional standards of the 
PCA. 

Our desire is to help Australian and international Christians 
view the world from a Reformed, confessional perspective and 
thus our emphasis is on practical theology – helping people 
live a reformed life. 

The print magazine may have been at the cutting edge of 
communications in the Victorian era, but a century later it 
seemed to be going the way of the dodo. Or, to change the 
image, ‘Where’s AP?’ might have appeared as a version of 
‘Where’s Wally?’ 

After many financial difficulties, at the end of 2018, AP an-
nounced it would no longer produce printed magazines. In-
stead, it launched a new website in January 2019. The aim is to 
provide a content-rich AP that reaches into the public square, 

presenting and promoting contemporary material that is spiritu-
ally profitable to all who read it.

The current members of the National Journal Committee are: 
Rev Mark Powell (Convener), Rev Stuart Bonnington, Rev 
Campbell Markham, Rev Mark Baddley, Rev Peter Hastie, Rev 
Guido Kettniss, Mr Luke Powell, Mr James Jeffery, Mrs Madeline 
Turner, Rev Nathan Campbell, and Mr Barney Zwartz (as well as 
the Office-Bearers of the PCA who are ex-officio members). 

The editor is Rev Dr Peter Barnes. These are all appointed by 
the General Assembly of the PCA.

In recent times, Mark Powell has introduced a series of pod-
casts which are warmly commended to readers (and listeners). 
These podcasts consist of interviews with a number of interest-
ing and helpful people, both within and outside our denomina-
tion. We owe a debt of gratitude to Mark for this new venture.

At the time of writing something like 132 authors have written 
for AP. 

You will find many categories to peruse: announcements; 
apologetics; book reviews; devotionals; a series on Ephesians 
(by Andrew Young from Grace Presbyterian Church in New 
Zealand); from the vault (where older articles are reproduced); 
history; ministry; there is a series on Proverbs (by Graham 
Barnes, badgered by his father); social commentary; the 
Church; theology; Today’s Quick Word (by Bruce Christian); and 
World News (usually compiled by Barney Zwartz).

In the world of technology I meander like Alice in Wonder-
land, but you can find AP by going to our website on: https://
ap.org.au/ 

Our Facebook details are: https://www.facebook.com/apre-
formed/

As the youngsters in Milan in 386 said in the hearing of Augus-
tine: Tolle Lege, Tolle Lege. Take it and read, and may it lead to 
some at least going on to ‘take it and write’. 



Underpinning 
these pointers is 
the inevitability 
that your church 
(and specifically 
its music team) 
will shift and 
change over 
time. Your church 
will go through 
seasons; as it 
grows, as people 

come and go, as society shifts around you, as your community 
experiences moments of grief and joy - each season bringing 
with it different needs and challenges. 

And this is precisely why there is no one-size-fits-all formula to 
a successful church music ministry. But there are decisions you 
can make now to prepare your church and your musicians for 
the growth and change that lies ahead. 

1. Develop a clear, long-term vision for your music ministry.  
It is helpful to have a clear, long-term vision for how your music 
ministry can serve those in your congregation. What does your 
music ministry do well? Are there areas in which it could im-
prove? Identifying the strengths and weaknesses will help you 
to work out which areas need growth and attention. 

For example, if your congregation doesn’t sing very well, you 
will need to figure out what issues lie behind the problem and 
create some concrete and intentional steps that work toward 
encouraging them to sing better. Or maybe you face a shortage 
of volunteers to serve on the music team, either because there 
aren’t enough people with musical skill in the congregation, or 
because people are resistant to serving. You’ll need a plan to 
train up people to serve. 

Perhaps the songs themselves aren’t right (eg they’re unsing-
able, they have bad theology, they’re too hard to play) you can 
overhaul your repertoire and work toward a stronger setlist. 
Having direction and vision for the future will help your music 
ministry to move forward with confidence and intentionality, 

2. Use the gifts God has given you
You can be confident that God has given your church exactly 
what it needs in order to praise him in song. Yes, this is true 
even if your singing is unaccompanied, or following a youtube 
video or (most commonly!) led by a hodge-podge of random 
instruments. It’s very tempting to look at your music week to 
week and think, “We could praise God much better if only we 
had a drummer or if we just had a song leader with more confi-
dence”, but actually God provides all we need.

Identify the gifts and abilities that God has given the individuals 
in your congregation and consider the ways these can be used 
to best serve. As the church grows and changes, so too will the 
gifts available and you will find that your church goes through 
seasons of wanting and seasons of plenty. Whichever you’re in 
right now, whatever joyful noise is created by your musicians 
on a Sunday, take comfort in the knowledge that God cares 
more about the hearts of those praising him than the sound 
they make as they do it. 

3. Establish standards and systems to grow into
In a small church setting, it can be tempting to be informal and 
organic about the way things work. The reality is that when it 
comes to music, less skill and experience is required to lead a 
smaller group of people. But if we get too comfortable with our 
small church music set-up it is unlikely that our music ministry 
will improve and it may even hold back the growth of your 
church.

To encourage a church to grow both in spiritual maturity and in 
numbers, then you must plan for this growth before it happens 
and take steps toward it. The bigger our music teams become, 
the more work they are to manage: there are more personal-
ities to juggle, more musicians of varying skill and style, and 
more planning and administration. If we can have systems 
in place before we are drowning, we’re much more likely to 
encourage a thriving music ministry. What does this look like 
in practice? Again, it’s not a one-size-fits all deal, but here are 
some things you could consider. 
- Set spiritual and moral standards for those serving in music 
(ie. they must sign a statement of faith, they must have attend-
ed the church for x number of months before serving, they 
must have completed a church course) 
- Clearly communicate what it means to be committed to the 
music team. (ie. they must commit to a certain number of Sun-
days a month/year, they must be a part of a small group)
- Create fixed terms for music team members so that their role 
is reassessed each year. (This is an incredibly valuable point. 
I can’t overstate how frequently I encounter churches who 
struggle with removing problematic volunteers from their music 
teams!) 

4. Prepare for a turn-over of musicians
Over time, people will come and go from your church and your 
music teams. Depending on your context, some churches will 
experience this far more than others (ie. uni churches, those 
based in transient areas) but understanding and planning for 
this will mean two things. Firstly, we must be prepared for the 
holes that are left when people leave. This will have implica-
tions for our systems, rosters and song selection (ie. don’t fill 
your repertoire of songs with ones that rely on a specific musi-
cian with a rare skill set). Secondly, as you recruit and resource 
your musicians, think about how they could use that training 
elsewhere. By training up each and every musician, when the 
time comes for them to move on, you can help resource the 
wider church.

5. Choose songs wisely and reassess repertoire and musical style
Fill your setlists with songs that are singable, playable, beauti-
ful, and above all, clearly contain the word of Christ. Our world 
today is not short of terrific gospel songs that tick all these 
boxes, so please do not become complacent about seeking 
out quality songs to serve your congregation well. Revisit the 
list often, knowing that songs will age and your congregation 
will change. 

NEWS
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Dads and Descendants
12 - 14 April 2024
Dads and their kids are invited to attend an 
adventure filled camping weekend at New 
Dunesk, filled with bonfire devotions, survival skill 
activities, yabbying, 4WDing and so much more!

Mums who don’t want to miss out on the fun are 
also more than welcome to attend.

For more information and to register, 
visit pim.org.au/events

What’s coming up at New Dunesk

12 / THE PULSE / PIM

‘A sower went out to sow…’ (Matthew 13:3)
Any congregation would be very glad to have Ron and Lyn 
Hicks within its fold. Humble, friendly, ‘can-do’ kind of people 
who are also mission-minded, committed Christians. 

The Hicks’ commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ is seen in their 
many years of local church service at Mittagong (NSW) but also 
in their keen involvement as PIM Nomads.

When Ron and Lyn first heard about the establishment of the 
PIM Nomads Network back in 2020, they immediately felt that 
it might be a ministry they could be involved in. 

The idea resonated with them - they enjoyed caravanning and 
travelling around outback and inland Australia, and with train-
ing supplied by PIM they could be further equipped to evange-
lise and disciple those who they encountered when ‘on track’. 

They loved the initial four-day training event held at New Dune-
sk and being part of the foundation cohort of PIM Nomads. 

Ron and Lyn love the vision of New Dunesk to ‘inspire, equip 
and send out’ gospel workers into remote and isolated areas of 
Australia.

When on a recent trip through WA, Ron and Lyn took time to 
visit the Mount Magnet Presbyterian Church congregation to 
encourage and share in the ministry there.

The further north and west they have travelled, the less visible 
signs of Christianity they have encountered. By word and 
literature, however, they have sought to sow the seed. For as 
Jesus said, the harvest is nevertheless plentiful, even though 
the workers remain few.

On the homeward leg of their journey back to Mittagong, they 
visited the Fremantle Presbyterian Church congregation. 

There they met the PIM Superintendent Stuart Bonnington, and 
shared what has happened for them so far as PIM Nomads, 
being like the Sower going forth to sow the seed of the Word of 
God. Good work has been done but much remains to be done. 
Ron and Lyn warmly encourage readers to consider becoming 
PIM Nomads. 

The 2024 Nomads Network will kick off with an Orientation 
Week from  March 19-24 at New Dunesk (NSW), providing 
practical apologetics and evangelism training that can be 
applied during the coming year of travels. For more informa-
tion on the Nomads Network, visit pim.org.au/nomads-network, 
email Stuart at superintendent@pim.org.au or call 0438 868 964.

PIM

Networking Nomads 
PRESBYTERIAN INLAND MISSION

DADS AND DESCENDANTS
APRIL 12-13 2024
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From all of us at Allowah, we want to thank you so much for fin-
ishing 2023 with us on a high note. We’re so incredibly thankful 
for this amazing community we have of Allowah friends.
 
As you may know, over the past few years, Allowah has done 
it really tough financially. Since we don’t receive block govern-
ment funding, we have learned that we can only provide the 
essential care and support to our children and their families 
with the generous support of donors. 
 
In 2023, we aimed to raise $1.2 million and we’re happy to 
announce that we ended the year on over $1.1million. For our 
end of year appeal alone, we raised over $485,000! Thank you 
to our major donors who set our dollar-matching opportunities in 
motion and our faithful supporters who made those donations go 
the extra mile. We couldn’t do this without you all.
 
We look forward to having you walk beside us this year and we 
thank you for your support. We love to hear about any fund-
raising activities you run so we can encourage our team with 
stories of your prayerful support – so let the Partner Ministries 
team know - email supportus@allowah.org.au! You bring smiles 
and joy to the children at Allowah and their families. 

Scan to watch Liz’s message:

Presbyterian 
Love in Action
By Jon Flood and the Partner 
Ministries Team

An Ongoing Ministry
By Liz McClean

Following on from a wonderful year 
of partnering with churches and 
individuals, Jericho Road is excited 
to work with and for churches to 
enact its mission - to demonstrate 
the character of God by providing 
fresh hope and care for those who 
are in need, in a way that seeks 
justice, shows mercy, and makes 
Jesus known. 

The team has been encouraged by 
the involvement of many churches, 
big and small, across the State to 
actively respond to the command to 
love our neighbours. 

For some, they have been able to give generously to help us 
continue to provide centralised ministries.

For others, they have been able to benefit from the advice 
and insight we offer around ministry to those with disabilities 
or people from cross-cultural backgrounds. Others have been 
faithfully upholding our justice and mercy ministries in prayer. 

It is a blessing to be part of a denomination that places value 
on practical, selfless, Christ-like love – and to be able to sup-
port one another as we do so. 
Has your church got a story of justice and mercy to share? Jeri-
cho Road would love to hear it! Email so it can learn about what 
works in your context and help encourage other churches in 
their endeavours. Call Jon on 0406 380 909 or email the team 
at partnerministries@jerichoroad.org.au. 
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Japan has huge gospel needs combined with very 
little Christian witness. It is an advanced economy 
with a high standard of living, but It’s estimated 
that less than 0.5% of the population is Christian. 

In November 2019, PY NSW ran its first trip to 
Japan. Working with the Osaka Presbyterian 
Church, the trip was designed to: 
• serve the congregation in its outreach 
• expose participants to overseas mission 
• assist participants in exploring life in another 

culture. 
Unfortunately the pandemic made it difficult to run 
a follow up trip. 

The good news is that another trip is now planned 
for November 2024. This is a great opportunity to 
experience the culture and sights of Japan and 
encourage missionaries in Osaka and Tokyo. 

For more information please contact Chi Un from 
Macquarie Presbyterian Church  
chiieongun@gmail.com 

Japan 0.5% 

Contact 
Australian Presbyterian World Mission 
1 Clarence Street Burwood NSW 2134 
national@apwm.org.au 
Phone: (02) 8073 7490 
www.apwm.org.au 
facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission/

Vinicombe Update 

Kate Vinicombe is now at home and the family are 
now working out new routines and new ways of 
doing things. Matt and the children recently 
travelled to Groote Eylandt to visit people that they 
knew and draw their time on the island to a close.  

Matt says “It was a really sad trip, basically I would 
go and catch up with someone and sit on their 
verandah and cry and then. just hit “Repeat” as I 
visited the people that we knew.. But it was really 
good, it was a really good time and people looked 
after us really well.” 

Kate comments “Overall the kids are going really 
well. The girls have settled into school. and made 
new friends and Amos is a joy to have around. Of 
course, there's lots of still getting used to things 
and getting used to having me around and what I 
can and can't do.” 

The Vinicombes are currently renting in the 
Melbourne suburb of Watsonia. Matt says “…the 
plan is that we stay in this area in Watsonia and we 
build a house that will enable Kate to engage in 
family life, in community and in church as much as 
she's able to. I just want to say thanks to everyone 
who has been praying for us. It’s been a real 
blessing to have people journey with us and 
praying with us through this year for us. Thank you 
so much for praying for us and succeeding for us.” 

If you’d like to watch a video produced just before 
Christmas then please go to 

https://vimeo.com/897146327

Japan 0.5 percent

Japan has huge gospel needs combined with very lit-
tle Christian witness. It is an advanced economy with 
a high standard of living, but It’s estimated that less 
than 0.5 percent of the population is Christian.

In November 2019, PY NSW ran its first trip to Japan. 
Working with the Osaka Presbyterian Church, the trip 
was designed to:

• serve the congregation in its outreach
• expose participants to overseas mission
• assist participants in exploring life in another culture.

Unfortunately, the pandemic made it difficult to run a 
follow-up trip.

The good news is that another trip is now planned for 
November 2024. This is a great opportunity to expe-
rience the culture and sights of Japan and encourage 
Christians in Osaka and Tokyo.

For more information please contact Chi Un from 
Macquarie Chapel Presbyterian Church
chiieongun@gmail.com 

Vinicombe Update

Kate Vinicombe is now at home and the family are 
now working out new routines and new ways of 
doing things. Matt and the children recently travelled 
to Groote Eylandt to visit people that they knew and 
draw their time on the island to a close. 

Matt says “It was a really sad trip, basically I would go 
and catch up with someone and sit on their veran-
dah and cry and then. just hit “Repeat” as I visited the 
people that we knew.. But it was really good, it was 
a really good time and people looked after us really 
well.”

Kate comments “Overall the kids are going really well. 
The girls have settled into school. and made new 
friends and Amos is a joy to have around. Of course, 
there’s lots of still getting used to things and getting 
used to having me around and what I can and can’t 
do.”

The Vinicombes are currently renting in the Mel-
bourne suburb of Watsonia. Matt says “…the plan is 
that we stay in this area in Watsonia and we build a 
house that will enable Kate to engage in family life, 
in community and in church as much as she’s able to. 
I just want to say thanks to everyone who has been 
praying for us. It’s been a real blessing to have people 
journey with us and praying with us through this 
year for us. Thank you so much for praying for us and 
succeeding for us.”

If you’d like to watch a video produced just before 
Christmas then please go to

https://vimeo.com/897146327

Contact
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
1 Clarence Street Burwood NSW 2134
national@apwm.org.au
Phone: (02) 8073 7490
www.apwm.org.au
facebook.com/AustralianPresbyterianWorldMission/
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Every two years the APWM National Office 
produces a Prayer Directory listing its missionaries 
together with a brief description of their ministry. 

At least three copies have been sent to every 
church and more are available on request. A copy 
of APWM’s promotional poster has also been sent 
to churches. 

We are encouraged by the number of people who 
tell us that they use the Directory every day to pray 
for our missionaries and the spread of the gospel 
across the world. 

If your church needs more Directories or if you 
would like one then please email 
office@apwm.org.au 

APWM Prayer 
Directory 2024-2025

APWM Partnership News

One way of learning more about what God is doing 
across the globe is through ‘APWM Partnership 
News’, a fortnightly email delivered to your inbox. 
Partnership News contains updates from 
missionaries, reflections on the bigger picture of the 
progress of the gospel, links to useful videos that 
you could show in church, and some prayer points. 

If you’d like to subscribe then please either sign up 
at this link https://bit.ly/3QxxbM8 or email 
office@apwm.org.au and ask to be put on the 
Partnership News list. 

30 Days of 
Prayer is a 
worldwide 
prayer 
initiative 
centred 
around 
interceding 
for Muslims 
during 
Ramadan, a significant month in the Islamic calendar 
dedicated to religious observance. 

This prayer guide will help inform and equip you in 
praying for Muslims during your time of personal 

30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World
daily devotion, family prayer time, or corporately in a 
small group or church setting during Ramadan 
from March 10th - April 8th. 

The guide costs $6.00 per copy and can be ordered 
at https://worldprayerguides.org.au/ 

Alternatively you could download the 
Prayer Reach App which is available 
on the Apple App Store and the 
Google Play Store. 

APWM Prayer
Directory 2024-2025

Every two years the APWM National Office produces a 
Prayer Directory listing its missionaries together with 
a brief description of their ministry.
At least three copies have been sent to every church 
and more are available on request. A copy of APWM’s 
promotional poster has also been sent to churches.
We are encouraged by the number of people who tell 
us that they use the Directory every day to pray for 
our missionaries and the spread of the gospel across 
the world.
If your church needs more Directories or if you would 
like one then please email office@apwm.org.au

APWM Partnership News

One way of learning more about what God is doing 
across the globe is through ‘APWM Partnership News’, 
a fortnightly email delivered to your inbox. Part-
nership News contains updates from missionaries, 
reflections on the bigger picture of the progress of the 
gospel, links to useful videos that you could show in 
church, and some prayer points.

If you’d like to subscribe then please either sign up 
at this link https://bit.ly/3QxxbM8 or email office@
apwm.org.au and ask to be put on the Partnership 
News list.

30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World
30 Days of 
Prayer is a 
worldwide 
prayer ini-
tiative cen-
tred around 
interceding 
for Mus-
lims during 
Ramadan, a 
significant month in the Islamic calendar dedicated to 
religious observance.

This prayer guide will help inform and equip you in 

praying for Muslims during your time of personal 
daily devotion, family prayer time, or corporately in a 
small group or church setting during Ramadan from 
March 10th - April 8th.

The guide costs $6.00 per copy and can be ordered 
at https://worldprayerguides.org.au/

Alternatively, you could download 
the Prayer Reach App which is avail-
able on the Apple App Store and the 
Google Play Store.
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Praise the LORD, all nations!
    Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
    and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Praise the LORD!
- Psalm 117
by Rev Graham Barnes, Walcha Presbyterian Church.

Psalm 117 is the shortest Psalm in the Bible. It calls all peoples 
to praise God. Our missionaries long to see that happen. 

Our church is in a small country town and so the ways in 
which we try to support our missionaries may differ from other 
churches. Yet below are four general points that I hope will be 
helpful to others.

• Teaching – the best support we can give our missionaries 
comes when we ourselves understand God, and the call for 
all peoples to worship Him. Supporting our missionaries then 
grows naturally – although in truth it is supernaturally - out of 
knowing God. When we understand that the Good News of Je-
sus Christ is to go to the ends of the earth, and that Christ, the 
Lion-Lamb, has ransomed a people from “every tribe and lan-
guage and people and nation (Rev. 5:9),” then we understand 
the importance of supporting our missionaries to this end. 

God’s Word becomes the fuel and the greatest encouragement 
to support our missionaries. It gives us the why that will inev-
itably lead God’s people to the how of prayerful and practical 
support. I hope that we do this in many ways, but principally it 
comes by expounding God’s Word and teaching people about 
God. That is the pattern shown in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. 

• Giving opportunities to share – our missionaries do this 
through emails, prayer letters and occasional phone calls. More 
and more we have found that we must be careful not to use 
names or places that are sensitive. The Apostle Paul took great 
interest in the work of the gospel in other locations, and so do 
we, I pray. This is part of esteeming the local church in every 
place. As often as possible, we try to share our missionaries’ 
updates and emails, and when possible, to give them opportu-
nity to share in person. We have always found these to become 
wonderful times in our church. I have seen close friendships 
develop from this, and the benefit runs in both directions: firstly, 
our missionaries appreciate being heard as other Christians 
take a genuine interest in their lives, and secondly, our church 
rejoices to hear ways in which the Lord is at work in other plac-
es of the world, including the hardships and discouragements. 
A listening ear is highly cherished, and it gives the opportunity 
for us to hear about how we can prayerfully and practically 
support them.  

How can we support our missionaries? 
BY REV GRAHAM BARNES

EVEN CHURCHES IN SMALL COUNTRY TOWNS CAN SUPPORT MISSIONARIES WORKING OVERSEAS.
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• Support - Supporting missionaries is a part 
of our local church budget, supported by the 
congregation. During the year, we also hear 
of special needs and so have the opportu-
nity to gratefully meet these. Your church 
could ask APWMNSW if there are any 
missionaries in need of further support. In 
the New Testament, the churches of Mace-
donia were able to joyfully help the believers 
in Jerusalem. It was an act of grace (2 Cor. 
8:1-7). May we have the same spirit as those 
Macedonian believers. 

• Prayer – I have often wondered at this 
verse: “Yes, and I will  rejoice for I know that 
through your prayers and the help of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance.” (Philippians 1:18-20). This shows 
us that believers have an obligation towards 
other believers to pray for them, especially 
our missionaries. Paul’s confidence was that God would hear 
and answer – and in this case, things would turn out for Paul’s 
deliverance – whether he meant deliverance from prison, or 
ultimate salvation. In this way, a Christian’s prayer book/diary 
is amongst their most precious possessions. I know that both 
publicly and in our own prayer closets, the prayer requests sent 
through from our missionaries will be brought by the church 
and individuals before our Lord who hears. So many 

missionaries tell us they cannot do without the prayers of their 
supporters.

The world may change at a fast pace, but the call of Christ 
Jesus upon the lives of men, women and children from all 
cultures and countries will remain until the end. May God bless 
all who abound in the work of the Lord! Because Christ is risen, 
their labour is not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58). 

City Central Wollongong Presbyterian Church’s vision state-
ment is, to know Christ, to be like Christ, to make Christ 
known.

Part of the outworking of this is to support others who are min-
istering in areas outside of our church. 

The church currently seeks to encourage and support four mis-
sionary units. One unit working in a remote region of Western 
Australia, another working in Sydney but reaching out overseas 
and two units working overseas. All have diverse ministries.

The church takes the missionary support seriously and consid-
ers this to be part of the ministry of the church. 

Each month a missionary couple is profiled during the service 
as part of the church news and any recent news items from 
them is shared. The congregation is encouraged to pray for 
them. 

The congregation members are regularly reminded to send an 
email or write a letter to the missionaries to encourage them 
and to share church and an occasional personal prayer point.

It is mutually beneficial for our congregation to have the mis-
sionaries invited to visit the church in person and participate in 
services and meetings when on Home Assignment. This helps 

to update the congregation on their field of service and share 
their ministry, joys, family life and personal struggles. 

This is an important way for church members to reconnect with 
the missionaries and for them to be introduced to newer mem-
bers of the congregation.

The congregation is emailed prayer points each day. These 
include details from the missionaries’ newsletters or personal 
information that has come through other sources.

The church takes some financial responsibility towards the 
missionaries with an annual mission budget. Every quarter an 
equal amount of financial support is sent to each missionary 
unit through their mission agency. During the year, the congre-
gation members are reminded of the support needed and can 
give through the church offering. 

It is a joy to serve and share in the work of the gospel in other 
parts of Australia and the world through our missionaries. 

This enlarges our church’s vision to know Christ, to be like 
Christ and to make Christ known. May I encourage all church-
es to be involved in this very vital ministry. As you take up the 
whole armour of God, “Be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the saints”. Ephesians 6:18.

Know, be like and make Him known 
BY LYNDEL SANDERS, CCWPC
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Cameron Bryant exchanged dairy farm-
ing for full-time gospel ministry—and he’s 
loving it. The 22-year-old grew up on his 
parents’ dairy farm in the Northern Rivers 
of NSW, and he spent three years working 
on the farm before beginning a ministry ap-
prenticeship through his church this year.

“I grew up going to church,” Cameron 
explains, “I don’t have a moment in time 
where I thought, ‘This is when I became a 
Christian’, but there were lots of things that 
happened throughout my life that grew me 
in my knowledge of God and grew me in 
my conviction of my own sin.”

Those ‘things’ Cameron refers to largely 
include the influence of youth ministry in 
his upbringing. It was during one of the 
regional youth group camps that Cameron 
felt convicted about taking his faith more 
seriously.

“It was then that I realised that I wanted to actually dedicate my life 
to serving God,” Cameron says.

Cameron’s church, Southern Cross Presbyterian Church in East 
Lismore, is part of the newly renamed Northern Rivers PY Camp 
(previously called YC). In one form or another, Northern Rivers 
PY Camp has been happening for decades on the North Coast. 
It sees youth from across the district join together in a camp that 
at its core wants to see God’s Word taught to teenagers in a way 
they can understand, that helps them grow in knowing Jesus, or 
to come to know Him for the first time.

“I actually think one of the reasons that this camp is so important 
is because not all the youth groups are huge around this area,” 
Cameron explains. “A lot of them might have a dozen to two doz-
en people—or even fewer—who come along. So one of the things 
that I really liked going through as a youth was meeting people my 
age who I could grow a relationship with, and I’d see them a few 
times a year, plus spend a weekend together with them.”

Having grown up being regularly encouraged by the camps, 
Cameron became one of the youth group leaders at his church 
as soon as he graduated from high school. He’s now one of the 
people who helps make the camp happen.

MAKING CAMP HAPPEN
“Organising a regional camp is not an easy task,” Cameron says. 
“I’m very ‘on the ground’. I can help organise who’s going to be 
leaders in what groups, and who’s going to help organise the 
games, but there’s a lot of stuff that I can’t do. So PYNSW reached 
out to offer assistance.”

Cameron doesn’t take that assistance lightly. In fact he doesn’t 
know if the camp would have happened post-COVID without the 
involvement of PYNSW.

“Following the 2022 floods in Lismore, people were just 
drained—emotionally and mentally. For a lot of people, being 
able to work on this camp on top of their regular job would 
have been quite unachievable.”

Last year’s Northern Rivers PY Camp was held in March. Luke 
Doyle, in his fourth year at Queensland Theological College, 
gave a series of talks from the book of 1 Peter.

“It was all about how we don’t belong to this world,” Cameron 
explains. “Our home is with God, but we’re here now. And so 
we were trying to wrestle with that, because we are exiles. How 
does our faith in Jesus actually impact us now as we do live 
here, waiting to go home?”

Cameron was deeply encouraged not just by the way the 
teenagers engaged with the Bible talks over the weekend, but 
how it has impacted them longer-term. Months after the camp 
had finished, Cameron was mid-conversation with one of the 
members of their youth group when the teen brought up the 
theme of exiles from 1 Peter.

“It’s a really good camp,” Cameron says. “I am continually 
surprised by how good it is, and by how it successfully grows 
followers of Jesus each year, every time we catch up.”

Cameron can’t stress enough how grateful he is for the support 
PY has given. 

“Who knows if the camp would have even happened last year 
if PY hadn’t stepped in to help us,” he says. “If you’re prayerful-
ly and financially supporting PY, you’re in partnership with our 
ministry. And it’s super important—the goal of this camp is to 
grow followers of Jesus. We want to see the youth across the 
region hear the good news.”

Harvesting Hope: 
A Former Dairy Farmer’s Deep Dive into Gospel Ministry
Gospel Ministry
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“How many hundreds, thousands, have come to Christ on a 
PFU, PFA, or PY camp?” asks Rev. Andrew Campbell.  “And how 
many, through Presbyterian camps, have given themselves to 
serve the Lord Jesus as ministers and pastors, missionaries 
and elders?”

These are rhetorical questions of course. But the implication is 
clear: for more than 100 years, PY camps have excelled at the 
ministry of creating a significant temporary community in which 
to be taught God’s Word. 

In an attempt to honour the history of the camping ministry, and 
embrace its future, PYNSW have recently released a coffee 
table book to that effect. The book—a huge project which has 
taken seven years to complete—is called Think Christ. Live 
Christ: A history of camping in the NSW Presbyterian Church 
from 1919.

“It isn’t just dry history,” Andrew explains. “It’s a challenge to 
take up for the future.  Not many people are aware that for a 
hundred years the PFA was far more conservative, evangelical, 
biblical and reformed than the denomination. The changes in 
the Presbyterian Church since 1977 have come about through 
prayer. And this book tells that story.”

Modelled on the famous Keswick Convention in the UK, the 
first Presbyterian Easter Fellowship Camp was held at Rich-
mond in 1911, followed later that year by the inaugural PFU 
Summer Camp at Wollongong.

Chris Quirk has been involved with Presbyterian camps for 
almost as long as she can remember.

“I first came to hear about and attend Summer Camps as a 
young adult back in the 1970s,” she says. “I was immediately 
captivated by meeting people my age who loved the Lord as 
much as I did! The fellowship we shared meant so much to me. 
It was wonderful and those friends still hold very warm places 
in my heart. Attending Summer Camp and other camps was a 
time of enormous spiritual growth for me.”

Chris says that for her, the impact of the camps has been lifelong.
“The significance of the camps became very evident to me 
years later when I mixed with believers from many denomina-
tions who had never enjoyed such good teaching at that vital 
age,” Chris shares. “PFA camps profoundly developed my Bible 
knowledge and reformed theology, and made me more spiritu-
ally discerning because the Bible was always faithfully taught.”
After experiencing the blessing of attending camps as a young 
adult, Chris and her husband ended up serving as camp par-
ents for more than 20 years. Their three kids grew up attending 
the camps, too.

“Seeing so many youth impacted by PY camps (especially 
country kids), and experiencing again the solid Bible teaching, 
made us renew our involvement but now as a family,” Chris 
explains. “Camp mentors were introduced by PY to care for the 
leaders at camp and I was fortunate enough to be part of that 
team for many years. It was exciting at each camp to sit with 
the hardworking and selfless leaders and hear them speak of 
their faith, and encourage them to grow and persevere.”

Andrew has been equally encouraged through his camping 
experience.

“PY camps have excelled at the ministry of a temporary com-
munity hearing God’s word and living together; all in a recre-
ation and relationship context,” he says. “Personally they have 
been and are still significant spiritual milestones in my journey. 
I know many, many people today who came to Christ through 
Christian camping. PY was at the forefront of Christian camping 
for a hundred years.”

Chris encourages anyone who has ever been on a camp to get 
their hands on the book.

“You need to get a copy to revive those memories and then 
search the photos of the people who impacted you,” she says. 
“It will put a smile on your face and cause you to rejoice.”

To purchase a hardcopy of the book, or to view it digitally, head 
to: https://pynsw-camping-history.paperform.co

A challenge to take up for the future 
PY CAMPING

The songs that served your church well a decade before will no 
longer be the most beneficial today. You can continue to find 
new songs and musical styles that help your congregation to 
dwell afresh on the truths of his word. 

Your Sunday mornings may never be easy, but I do pray that 
they are wonderful, enriching, and beautiful times of gathering 

as God’s people to dwell on his word and teach and admonish 
one another in song. 

Alanna is the Creative Director of Emu Music. She has worked 
in music ministry in Sydney, the UK and the USA. She now lives 
in Sydney where she splits her time between working for Emu, 
being a mum and completing her Masters of Theology through 
Birmingham University. She has a BTh from Sydney Missionary 
Bible College and a BA Music Degree from Sydney University.

⊲ PLANNING FOR GROWTH IN A STRUGGLING MUSIC 
MINISTRY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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George Santayana is often cited as saying that ‘Those who do 
not learn from history are doomed to repeat it’, while G. W. F. 
Hegel viewed history as a teacher without students: ‘The only 
thing that history teaches is that men have never learned any-
thing from history, never acted on principles derived from it.’ In 
fact, history usually only teaches what God teaches through it. 
These three chapters record what took place after the Baby-
lonians destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (Jer.39) and then the 
governor, Gedaliah, was murdered (Jer. 41). Surely those who 
were left had learnt their lesson! But no, they had not.   

The sin of playing at faith

The people appeal to Jeremiah, and say all the right things 
(42:1-6). That reads well - a wonderful plea, unanimous, ex-
pressing a desire to obey God’s will, looking to hear a word 
from Him via Jeremiah. What could be wrong? In fact, it is all 
wrong. It is all words, no substance. It is like dreaming about 
food, and wondering why you wake up hungry. The trouble 
with knowing something about Christianity is that so many peo-
ple do just that - they know some of the right phrases, but that 
is all they know. This is a convincing plea for divine guidance, 
but it is only smoke and wind. 

Professor Cunliffe-Jones, formerly Professor of Theology at the 
University of Manchester, writes: ‘There is no reason to doubt 
the people’s sincerity in seeking God’s blessing on what they 
are about to do.’ I have a theory: Theological liberalism reduces 
your brain capacity. The liberals are so used to juggling words 
that they cannot recognise insincerity when it stares them in 
the face. Ten days later the answer came (42:7), which shows 
us that Jeremiah did not just make things up. He waited until 
God had spoken to him. 

The remnant said: ‘Tell us the word of God so that we can obey 
it.’ And the answer came: ‘Do not be afraid of Babylon. Stay in 
Judah. Do not flee to Egypt’ (42:11, 15-16, 19-22). There may be 
some argument over details of prophecy or how often we cele-
brate the Lord’s Supper, but this is as clear as crystal.

Their plea to Jeremiah may have sounded impressive but as 
soon as they find out what God actually said, they tried the 
time-honoured tactic of blaming the messenger (43:1-7). This is 
one way of evading what is inconvenient. They did not open-
ly disobey God’s word. Instead, they blamed the whole thing 
on Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary. They are saying: ‘We would 
not dare oppose God’s word but we feel safe in opposing the 
opinions of Baruch.’ That is what people do. They say awkward 
parts of Scripture are not from God, but are just Paul in a cranky 
mood. But that is to mishandle the word of truth (1 Sam.15:23). 
To go against the clear command of Scripture is to be guilty 
of idolatry or spiritism. Paul aimed to be open and honest: no 
peddling, and no adulterating the word (2 Cor.2:17).
Many people pray to God when they have already decided 
what to do. Or they go to their pastor for counselling when all 
they are looking for is endorsement. That is what we find here 

- the people are going through the motions; they have already 
decided to flee to Egypt, and resent it when God gives them an 
answer they did not want to hear in the first place.

The sovereign God judges all

It was God who brought about the disaster of 586 B.C. (42:10). 
He never delights in judgment, but it does not mean that 
judgment does not come from Him. The past is in His hands. 
So too is the future (43:8-13; 44:12-14, 29-30). Nebuchadnezzar 
will invade Egypt. So it happened, about twenty years later, 
about 568-7 B.C. and the Pharaoh, Hophra, was killed by a rival 
for his throne. Nebuchadnezzar did not realise it but he was 
Yahweh’s servant (43:10). God has the heart of a pagan in His 
hand. Nebuchadnezzar freely chose to invade Egypt, but God 
sovereignly moved him to do so. 

These Judeans were so fearful of Babylon that they disobeyed 
God by fleeing to Egypt, and the very thing which they feared 
caught up with them. Yet how many times did God warn them? 
It is like Jesus weeping over Jerusalem (Matt.23:37). He is sov-
ereign (He knows what will happen, and He is bringing it about) 
and He is loving (it grieves Him to do it).   

The unregenerate misread reality

The unregenerate try to understand what has happened to 
them - Jerusalem has been devastated and they have fled to 
Egypt (44:15-19). In the good old days of paganism we wor-
shipped the queen of heaven, Ishtar (known as Isis in Egypt), 
and things went well. We had plenty of food, and we did not 
suffer the sword and famine. In the fifth century B.C. there 
are documents which refer to the goddess Anat of Jehovah. 
Things had become so mixed up that Jehovah had a goddess. 
The unbeliever misreads the lessons of history. They suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness (Rom.1:18). In Jeremiah’s day they 
blamed Baruch and turned to the queen of heaven. 

There are two interpretations of what went on - 44:17-18 versus 
44:21-23. Why did the Roman Empire collapse in the West 
at the end of the fifth century? Edward Gibbon says it was 
because of the triumph of Christianity and barbarism. That is 
like these Hebrews who had fled to Egypt. People ask: ‘Why 
is there so much ill-will today - road rage or racial or religious 
strife?’ The answer: ‘Because there is not enough tolerance. 
We need to tolerate everything.’ They misread the problem, so 
their solutions only make matters worse.

Sin is behind all unbelief, and it makes people hard, downright 
obtuse, and unrealistic. So Jeremiah issued the final challenge 
(44:28-30). Find out the hard way! That is what precisely will 
happen for millions. They hear something like the gospel, they 
reject it, they blame some person, and they draw the wrong 
lesson from it all. Then comes the end, with no second chance. 
Reject the gospel of Christ crucified and risen, and it may be 
too late when you find out that it is true (John 3:36).

Lessons from History?
JEREMIAH 42-44


