15t December, 2025

From the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of NSW

Yesterday, we witnessed an appalling terrorist attack on Jewish members of the
Australian community as they celebrated the start of the festival of Hanukkah. It is
almost unimaginable that this attack could take place on a festive Sunday afternoon at a location which
so many Australians know and love. The attack is yet another instance of the evil of religious hatred
which corrupts human society.

The Scriptures call us to “weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15) and to hunger and thirst for
righteousness (Matthew 5:6). Those are the proper responses today. Let us also renew our commitment
to stand with our Jewish neighbours against all forms of hatred and violence.

Immediately after the attack, Kamal Weerakoon who represents the Presbyterian Church on the NSW
Faith Affairs Council, contacted the Jewish representatives to express his condolences and concerns
and to offer any support. Today I have sent a message to the Chabad-Lubavitch of Bondi and to NSW
Jewish Board of Deputies expressing the concerns of the Presbyterians in NSW and assuring them of
our prayers.

I call all of us to pray and I ask each church in NSW to include this terrible incident in your prayers
this coming Sunday, and through the Christmas period.

Over the last few years, we have seen growing violence world-wide directed at Jewish communities.
Let us continue to pray that such attacks will cease. Pray particularly for the Jewish community in
Sydney as it mourns the terrible loss of life. Pray that, after this horrific attack, they may in time come
to have a restored sense of security and safety.

In the events at Bondi, members of the public, the police and other emergency services bravely put
themselves at risk to help those who were under attack. Thank God for their courage and service.

In the aftermath of the attack, the NSW and Australian governments and their respective police forces
face increased challenges. Ask the Lord to give great wisdom to Premier Chris Minns and Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese as they lead us through the response to this attack. Pray for the police and
other services as they conduct the investigation and support the Jewish community. Pray also for our
Police Chaplains who are involved in caring for police officers and the public in the aftermath.

Pray for peace and harmony in our community. We have seen terrible violence and hatred in Israel and
in Gaza, especially since the Hamas attacks on Israel in October 2023. This has fuelled shocking anti-
Semitism around the world, including in Australia. Pray that this hatred and division may abate.

Such terrible events remind us of the terrible evil which distorts all human hearts and societies. They
should move us not only to pray for our society now, but also to pray for the coming of the Lord Jesus,
the Prince of Peace whose kingdom will bring an end to hatred, war and division. May the hope of that
kingdom shine brightly among us this Christmas season, in the face of terrible evil.

David King
Moderator, Presbyterian Church of NSW.



